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What we’re doing today?

Introduction to K-State First and 
First Book

Program cycle 

Archiving

Questions, comments, suggestions



K-State First Book 
A campus on the same page.
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Building Consensus on Campus

We work with a diverse 
range of programs, 
groups, departments, 
and colleges to 
promote buy-in to the 
K-State First Book 
program



Who would you include on the 
selection committee?

● Facilitator
● Readers
● Haters
● Students
● Global Perspective
● Student Success Programs
● Teaching Faculty
● Networkers



Pre-covid timeline
Spring Select a theme

Form a committee (30-60 faculty, students, and 
staff)
Solicit book nomination 

Summer Review book samples and narrow to 12 

Fall Read books and narrow to 3
Solicit campus feedback the top 3 books
Contact potential campus partners
Rank titles and get feedback from the Provost

Spring Create guides, assignments, etc
Announce the book to the public
Plan events and promotions 



Summer Selection Process

1. Nominate and select books to 

be reviewed 

2. Review samples & share 

feedback via survey 

3. Select 10-12 titles for fall 

review



Fall Selection Process

1. Read book(s) in its entirety

2. Narrow the list from 12 to 3 

3. November - Solicit campus 

feedback on top 3 

4. December - Rank books



Spring Selection Process

Talk to potential partners 
and advocates 
Create reader guides
Create an event calendar



Reflecting on First Book Administration

 

● 30-50 members
● Two campuses
● Over 30 books!



Creating buy-in & event planning

Selection theme and committee

Invite partners to help pick the book

Invite folks with complaints to help pick the 
book

Create guides

Invite partners to give lectures

Communication, training, difficult 
conversations



Archiving, Preserving & Sharing

Grace Huynh, Individual Award, and Minorities in Agriculture, 
Natural Resources and Related Sciences or (MANRRS), Group 
Award


