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THE OAILY DROVERS

TELEGRAM CONTINUES FIGHT

o

Direct Buying Of Hogs In The Country Detrimental TolProducers‘

FARMERS OPPOSE

K. C. Drovers Telegram, Dec. 26, 1927

Telegram’s Staff Correspondent Sums
Up His South Nebraska
Trip !
PRODUCERS AGREE
That Packer Buying of Hogs Outside
of Public Markets Is Baneful and

. They Are Ready For Ac-
tion To Oppose It

I

Farmers of the corn belt are con-
vinced that direct buying of hogs in
the country by packers is a menace.
The conviction has been forced upon
them. - Their unfortunate experience
in the hog market for the past year

" leaves no other ‘conclsion than that
they are the victims of an iniquitous
system of marketing hogs which has
cost them an average of $10 a head
on every hog they have sold diring
thae: year. : :

The Drovers Telegram makes these
statements after due consideration
and makes them without reseryation.
In a trip of a week along the Burling-
ton line.in the Republican river valley
of southern Nebraska, a representa-
tive of the Telegram met the farmers
and live stockk producers of a large
territory so that he might: learn at
first hand what farmers are thinking
about direct packer buying and the
rapid growth of packer controlled
concentration points in hog producing
territory. The results of the confer-
ences with representative farmers in
every county from the Colorado line

 to Superior Neh., where the Repub-
lican river valley turns southward in-
to Kansas, have been told in a series
of articles in the Telegram.

o If the attitude of the farmers of
the Republican river valley is repre-
sentative of the attitude of the farm-
ers of the corn belt, and the Telegram
believes it is, there is no longer any
question ‘in the minds of farmers as
to whether direct packer buying in
the country is desirable or not. That
question is settled ‘and another has
taken itg place.: The only question to-
day is: How can we meet the situa-
tion? : ¥

Packer buying in the country is a
reality and it has been establisked by
the big packers in spite of all the dis-
cussion about the iniquities of tha
system and the danger it involves of
putting the big packers in absolute
control of the hog market. The man
who. goes to thé farmer today with

_arguments against direct packer buy-
ing'is wasting his time; the farmer is
already convinced that the system is
undesirable and that it is responsible
in’ large ‘measure for the wrecking of
the hog.market. He knows that direct
buying has put the independent hog
buyers out of business at country sta-
tions; he knows it has wrecked one
. shioning association” after another; he

" knows that it has diverted the hest |

grade of hogs from the terminal may-
kets, weakened the shipper market at
the terminals, and enabled ' packer
kuyers at the terminals to “bear” the
hog market and’ establish ruinously
low basic packer buying; that it hus
reduced the farmers’ returns on-the
national hog crop $450,000,000. this
year.

; Expanding :
“Concentration - points” - controlled

- by the big packers are multiplying in

number and becoming in reality “dis-
tribution points.” With. the luscious
bait of alleged saving of commissions
and “other terminal marketing = ex-
penses, the packeir’s representative

comes to the farmer’s feed lot and bids’

-him a price for his hogs. The farmer
swallows the bait, hook, sinker and
all, put the packer buyer’s check ‘in
his pocket and delivers his hogs to be
shipped to the concentration point.
Heretofore the farmer has been sat-
‘isfied that he has outwitted the agen-
cies of the central terminal markets
and saved the marketing -expenses.
Sometimes he feels he has got more
money for his hogs than he could get
by shipping ‘them himself. But a
change has come; the farmer is just
beginning to realize that the packer
buyers at the central terminal mar-
kets have been successful in “bearing”
the hog market to such an extent that
‘the farmers are losing much more in
the price of hogs than the supposed
saving in marketing expenses. The
* system of direct packer buying in the

' . country enables the packers to control

the market and establish low prices
at the central markets at the basis of

- the prices they pay for hogs in the

“ . down on the packer buyers.”

country. Thoroughly convinced of the
iniquity of the system and realizing
‘they are at the mercy of the packers
in the hog market, the farmers are
asking. What can we do?. :
The answer in Nebraska is begin-
ning to take a definite form: “Lay
One

" hears this answer on every hand,

. coming in many different forms. One

man will say, “Something must he
done; we can’t go on this way much
longer.” Another will say, “I ' have

" made up my mind never to sell an-

other: load of hogs direct.” Another
will say, “If all the farmers would
quit selling  hogs to packer buyers,

- we could put a stop to this direct buy-

. to play
- &ili:h

. ing.” The man with the co-operative

bias will say, “The farmers'have got
the packers’ own game and
~ their own concentration

DIRECT BlTYlNGl

Farmers’ Agreements
Every farmer who has anything to
do with the hog business, or who haz
ever had to to with the hog business,
is deeply interested in the movement
started in some parts of Nebraska to

| organize agains.\ direct packer buy-

ing. A majority of the farmers in
several counties following meetings
to consider the matter, have entered
into such an agreement as this:

I being a hog raiser of ......... county,
Neb., and beiieving in protecting tlic
open and competitive public central
markets, I hereby agree, in consider-
ation of mutual and like agreements
of other hog raisers of said county,

and in further consideration of mutual |

benefits realized and expected by the
observance of such agreements, not
to sell any of my hogs intended orv
fattened for the hog market to any
buyer except on the expressed condi-
tion that such hogs so sold shall be
shipped “or ‘moved to an open and
competetive public market.

All such agreements to become ef-

fective only when ....% or more hog
raisers of said county have executed

'like agreements and notice of such

signing published at least one time 1n
official paper of said ‘county.

Signed  this day of

0 By VSRR b , Neb.

: Troubles In the Way

There are difficulties in the way of
“laying. off” the ‘packer buyers in:the
country. It must be remembered that
the system of direct buying has put
the independent hog buyers out of
business in the country so there is no
one at this time to whom the farmer
can sell his hogs at home, unless he
sells them-to a buyer who ships di-
rect to the packers, or sends them to
the packers’ representatives at the
“‘concentration points,’™ billed with the
unloading and sorting privileges, The
man who has a carload of hogs to sell
may choose between selling direct or
shipping to the terminal market; the
man with a lesser number of hogs
has no such choide.. He is in a bad fix,
since the local independent hog huyer
is out of business and no shipping as-
sociation can survive handling the
hogs of only the small producers.. The
only way for the independent buyer
to come back is for the hog producers
to support him with. their  business;
this they can do only in the conviction
that by .so doing they . will do away
with ‘direct - packer. buying = in = the
country and get more money for their
hogs in the long run. ,

The system of direct marketing now
in yvegue.can not possibly cut down
marketing expenses as compared with
the central terminal marketing plan.
It doesn’t stand to' reason that the
packers can send men to th ecountry
to take charge of the many concen-
tration points, maintain district agents
to supervise the buyers stationed at
local shipping points, provide for the
profits these buyers nzust? have, pay
the salaries of the men at the concen-
tration points and those of the district
agents, stand the losses on hogs from
shrinkage and from accident  and
death in shipping, expense of unload-
ing facilities, and - office . expenses,
keeping . the . Tequired accounts  ete.,
and do it without making the hogs
pay for it. These concentration points
are springing ‘up all along the lines
of the railroads, at almost :every
whistling. post. The packers. are being
forced to maintain more and more of.
them in order that each packer may
“get his share of the hogs.” Really it
is hard. to figure out how there can
be any saving iin marketing expenses.
And. no, matter ‘what system of mar-
keting 'is in vcgue ‘the farmers’ hogs
must pay the marketing expenses.

It .is possible, indeed, there are in-
dications pointing that way, that the
big packers, would prefer to quit di-
rect buying in  the ecountry. They

would: rather buy ‘their supplies  of

hogs at the terminal markets, it has
been said, if the smaller packers had
to buy their supplies at the terminal
markets, too. It looks like a = fair
proposition. I{ the little packers can
go to the country and have their order
buyers at the local stations pick up
the best hogs, there is no way for the
big packers to meet the situation with-
out going to the country themselves.
But there is no reason why any pack-
er: operating under federal regulation
should go to the country to buy his
hogs; there are plenty of central pub-
lic markets where they can buy theiv
supplies, markets close - enough at
hand to serve any of the smaller pack-
ing plants. R

The determination and agreement
of any considerable number of. farm-
ers to l_ay down on the direct packer
buyers is the best answer that can be
given at this time to the guestion
which is uppermost in the minds: of
the farmers, “How can we meet the

| situation ?”

Such determination and agreement
carried into execution would do more
than anythmg‘ else to put packer-buy-
ers out of business in the country and
to bring ,back the local buyers who
used to co-operate on an independent
basis. Then' the little farmer would
kave a place to sell his hogs and the
open market would react to the stim-
ulus of increased competitive condi-
tions by. the return of the packers to
buy their supplies of hogs from the
only sour¢e where the hogs would be
available, = ' P T

—~— Keep At It, Says He
Editor = Telegram:—I have been

_x,-eadin'g with 'much interest your ar-

L by S

“that you will keep it

'say they will never sell another load

ticles and items abeut the direct buy-
ing of hogs by packers, and hope that
you will be able to arouse the farm-
érs and hog producers to the realiza-
tion that if they expect the hog mar-
ket to stay on a paying basis that they
must stop selling direct to packers and
put their hdgs on the :competitive
market, which should stimulate the
price. This looks to me like mighty
good ' work on your ﬁart and T hope

efore the farm-
¢rs until they fully appreciate the fact
that they must help themselves.

With best wishes of the season, I|

am, ‘Very truly yours,
FRANK E. HILTON,

Boonville, Mo.

PLAN TO FIGHT DIRECT BUYING

‘Nebraska Farmers Ma.y Pledge Them-

selves To Act at Once

SYSTEM ALL WRONG

A Shipping Association = Nuckolls
' County Expected to Take Action
To Uphold Open Markets—

Producers Aroused.

(Staff Correspondence)

Superior, Neb., Dec. 22, —Farmers
of Nuckolls county are putting in a
good deal of ‘their time discussing
“direct marketing” ‘and the ruinous
effect it is having on the prices of
their hogs.. The slump in the mar-
ket just at the time their hogs were
ready to go has hit the hog raisers of
this section pretty hard and a good
many ave refusing to sell. ' They are
all of the same mind, it appears, that
the practice of selling hogs to buy-
ers who ship direct to the packers is

responsible for the low prices now

prevailing,

C. J. Slates, one of the larger live
stock producers of the county, says:
“We've got to figurd) out some way
to get rid of direct marketing before
we can expect any relief.  The farm-
ers’ shipping association ‘bf this
place is going to  hold its ~annual

meeting ‘next. wieek and’ thera izy ol

strong movement on foot to have the
association take some.definite action
toward pledging' its members not to
sell hogs to any buyer who ships di-
rect to the packers. I wouldn’t be
surprised to see a resolution to:-that
effect passed\and steps taken to form
a. county-wide agreement, All that
is needed to'set the ball rolling is for
some one to take the lead.” =

The farmers’ shipping association
at this place has been one of the larg-
est in the country and operated suc-
cessfully a good many years. Some
of the members ,however, have list-
ened to the bait of better bids from
locdl packer. buyers and sold their
hogs direct. .Mr. Slates says that he
has not talked with any of these men,
but they ‘have said they believe the
system ‘is wrong and bound to de-
press the market in the long run.

““We're just ' cutting - our . own
throats,” remarked L. R. Warren, a
young farmer from across the line in’
Jewell county ,Kan., who joined in
the discussion. “I’ve been saying all

‘the time ‘that we’re cutting our own
‘throats when we sell direct.

We'd
get more. money for our hogs, if we
all sent them to the open market.”
Mr.. Warren handles several car-
loads of hogs every year on his Jew-
ell county fism and generally. ships
the hogs himself. He says he has
made up his mind not to: sell any of
his  hogs ‘to buyers who- ship .direct
to the packers. C. 0. Warne, a neigh-
bor of Mr. Warren, fully agreed with
him and says he is opposed to direct

)| packer buying.. o

“I have been studying this direct
‘packer buying . proposition quite a
good . deal,:” said C. E. Headrick, a
farmer who lives north of town and
handles a good many hogs. = “I have
come to the conclusion that a farmer
can never make any money selling
his hogs to the packer buyer at home
ﬁnless he is selling on a falling mar-

et. GRS, ;
“Now, if T sell my hogs on today’s
market. and get paid for them, I get
more money: for them than I would

get, if ‘I sold on a lower market to-|

morrow. But I always prefer to take
the chance myself; the market is as

likely to go up as to go down and I[

have tried it out a good many times.
I generally make money" by shipping

the hogs instead of selling them ' at{

home on' the local *buyer’s: bid.: I
figure he knows more\ about what
thé: market will be tomorrow than I
do and T am sure he can beat me in
guessing on_the price, if it is going
to be lower. . I think you will find
out that it pays to ship to the open
market more times than: it brings
you loss.” ' -

~John Bargen, who lives north of

Superior in the vicinity of Nelson,|

shipped his cattle the first of the
week and was pretty well satisfied
with the price he received for them.
He said the hog market was in no
such satisfactory = condition.” “The
farmers around Nelson are talking a
good deal about direct marketing and
expressing themselves in no = favor-
able terms about it.. Most of them

of hogs to go direct.” -~ =~ = - -
Charles Warren, who has had ' a
good deal of experience in feeding

‘and handling hogs, was asked for an

opinion on direct marketing. He
didn’t stop to argue the matter for a
‘moment, but answered at once. “I'm|

‘against it strong; if we don’t find'

X

o Neighborhood Notes

A (HRISTMAS PARTY
_Christmas day was Raymond Don-
ald’s  thirty fourth birthday.: A
number of his friends planned a sur-
prise party for him tbat night at his
home and his surprise was great when
about fifty guests arrived and rushed
in on him. An impromptu program
was arranged consisting chiefly of
music, interspersed with recitations
and solos, also Farmers Union songs.
The opening number was ‘“When the
Roll Is Called Up Yonder,” closing
number “God Be With You Till We
Meet Again.” ¢

The orchestra consisted of Flossie
Nester, Lloyd Porter, Francie Herynk
Jr., violinists, and Mrs. Viola Porter,
pianist.  Old time violin music follow-
ed which was rendered by Francie
Herynk, Sr., and Lank Taylor, Miss
Herynk at the piano,

The music ‘was excentionally fine.
Dainty refreshments were served and
L. C. Gretten in behalf of the Bell-
view Farmers Union members who
were there, presented him a fine chair
in consideration of his faithful service
as president of their local for five
yvears.. At a late hour they all de-
parted for home wishing Mr. Donald
many more happy -birthdays.

: ’ A guest.

' SHAWNEE COUNTY

We, the Shawnee County Iarmers
Educational and Co-operative Union,
now assembled in Topeka believe in
the principles. of arganization in' the
Rockdale system of Co-operation.

We congratulate the officers of the
various business departments in the
Farmers Union for theig untiring
work; vis,’ the Banking, Live Stock,
Creamery, and Produce departments
lately started. :

We' believe the Farmers Union is
one  of ‘the best - organizations in
America to promote the welfare of
agriculture. We. believe every farm-
¢r owes it to himself and family to
join this institution; for organization
and co-operation in business and bal-
dot box will get what'is rightfully due
the farmer.

We move the following resolutions
be adopted: ; i

Resolved that our  Representatives
and.’ Senators: in. Congress be ‘urged
to pass the McNary-Haugen hill or a
similar bill that stands for: the same

Haugen hill.

Resolved that: our Repregentatives
and Senators in Congress be instruct-
od to work against the present repeal
movement. and for the  retention of
the Farm Loar hill in its present form
aad. to devise’ some means whereby
the powers, of the Federal Secretary
of the Treasury to discharge members
of the Farm.Loan Board who are in
sympathy. with agricultural interests
and .to replace .them wyith those who
nave interest only’ in big finance, be
taken away., i |

Resolved _that our Representatives
and Senators in Congress be instructe
ed -to see that "an investigation be
made into the cause of the recent fall
of three dollars in two months’ time,
in the price of hogs and the present
(soaring price: of cattle above the price
vE hogs because . these fluctuating
prices have much to. do' with . the
farmer’s failures to meet obligations
when the price of what they must buy
remain excessively ‘high and ‘do mot
fluctuate.

The Shawnee County Union desires
that these resolutions: be put in the
Farmers Union paper, : :
Signed' by

Fred Gerber, President.
< Robert Staples, Secretary.

| SO

K. 8. 'A. C. IN AIR PROGRAM

Tune In One Agricultural College for
; Valuable Information ,
7:1510’clock: (College of the Air

il Programy)-

Jan.. 4.—Marketing Methods, Lecture
I. Mill, Line, and Independent Coun-
ty Elevators. R. M. Green. ;

Jan, 11—Marketing Methods, Lecture
II. The Kansas Wheat Pool. E. A,
Stokdyk. SR i

Jan, 18—Marketing Methods, Lecture
III. The Local Co-operative Eleva-
tor. R. M. Green. b i

Jan. 26—Marketing Methods, Lecture
IV. ‘The Kansas Co-operative Grain
li)elitle’rs’ Association. ‘E. A, Stok-
dyk. - : ;

[Feb. 1—Mavketing, Methods, Lecture
V. The Live Stock Shipping Assn.
R. M, Green. . -

Feb.  8—Marketing Methods, Lecture
VI. -The Producers’ Commission As-
sociation, . A, Stokdyk. :

Feb. 15—Marketing Methods, Lecture.
VII, Cream Station - Buying ~in
Kansas. R. M. Green, -

Feb. 29—Marketing Methods, Lecture
‘¥IIL The Linn Co-operative Crean:-
ery. E. A. Stokdyk. .

Mar. 7—Marketing Methods, Lecture
IX. The Farmers’ Union in Kan-

sase R MyGreen i 4 it

Mar, 14—Marketing Methods, Lecture
X. Methods Used in Selling Kan-
sag Potatces. E. A, Stokdyk.

'LAUD ROAD LAWS

Southwest ' Kansas Commissioners
. Pleased by State Enactment
GARDEN CITY, KAN., Dec, 22.—

Southwest Kansas believes the pres-

ent'road law is the best one the state

ever had ‘and is working well, accord-
ing to county commissioners and en-
gineers of nineteen counties, who met

Resolutions opposing a special legis-
lative session a tax increase or any
change Jin the present ‘system were
unanimonsly passed. The commission-

principles embodies in the MeNary- ¢

here fgda'y in semi-annual convention. |
.| A motion favoring a two cent gasoline
tax increase could not get a second.|

sas the best in the state and that mcre
improvement has been made in the
past year than in the preceding five.

They paid ‘compliments to the or-
ganizations outside Kansas who would
dictate he rroad policies. Charges of
graft and engineering and estimat-
ing incompetency were freely made.
The delegates agreed that. the coun-
ties are fast becoming more intelli-
gent on road building and the new
law should be given a chance. R.
J. Ackley, Finney county commission-
¢r, presided. Delegates were guests
of the local chamber of commerce for
luncheon.—Wichita Eagle.

¢ ANDERSON COUNTY

There will be an all day joint meet-
ing of the Farmers Union and ‘the
Farmers Union Auxiliary at the Gret-
St)(;.;g-Henderstm,home Monday, January

Basket' dinner. Every farmer wel-
come. State president C.' E. . Huff
will be the speaker.

MARION COUNTY :

.East' Creek Local No. 1466 will
meet on Tuesday, January 3, 1928,
at 7:30 p. m., at the Antelope school
house for the purpose of electing
new officers for 1928. We will have

meeting. Every member is request-
ed to come. : ;

~ Alex Kling, Secretary.

POSTPONEMENT OF ELLSWORTH
: COUNTY MEETING 3
The Ellsworth - County Farmei’s
Union Annual meeting was postpond
until for January 7, 1928, on Satur-
day at 1:30 P. M. Election of offi-
cers ;four cent gas tax, and other
such matters will be:in order.
W. L. Reed, President,
J. C. Pospisil, Secretary.

CHAS. BABBIT WRITES FROM
BROWN COUNTY !

Corn averaged this year about 32

bushels; wheat 14 bushels, oats 25

bushels; alfalfa 3 tons. A neighbor

April 27, weight 1070, took them out
on November 24, weight 2270, gain
400 pounds apiece, no grain, but blue
grass and buck brush. Silos are fall-
ing down as the alfalfa acreage in-
creases, ' Last week stopped the
sound of the corn bang the board.and
now manure spreaders ave rumbling.
Last nights rain will start the plows
if it does not freeze up. g

ARE YOU GOING TO THE CON-
" VENTION? .

I have been selected as a delegate
to the Kansas State Board of Agri-
culture Convention: at Topeka, Jan-
uary 11-14. - I had the same honor
last: season and I was the only one
wearing a FFarmers Union watch fob.
I hope to see some there this time,
especially our young farmers. All
persons present are invited to take
part in the discussions. The gener-
al trend has 'been to encourage the
credit system and hide our heads in
the clouds ‘but too many are being
pulled: down by taxes 'and interest,
although when one is forced to sell
‘a younger farmer gets a chance to
buy a home. Probably there will not
be ‘many present -who believe in
hitching the ~ protective = tariff up
backwards to make a few farmers
pay the losses of ‘a few exporters
with an equalization fee. ' This fee
is' ‘bound to be discussed until the
people decide that it is a bad policy.
I hope to see many dirt farmers: at
the meeting and would it net be
wise for the Kansas Union Farmer
to have a. representative  there - all
week? :

i Fraternally yours,

Chairman, Executive Committee,

Brown County Farmers ‘Union.

FRANKLIN LOCAL HAS - T

~ CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMEN

Franklin local, No, 1301, Ellsworth
county on December 20th, held the
Christmas meeting for the members
—especially including the little folks,
At 7:30 all partook of a sumptuous
feast. - The self-service worked ad-
mirably. »
being that this banquet . surpassed
any of the rest in many respects. We
had a plu-perfect attendance; a good
showing. for these days when there
are so many diversions. = All present
were in a happy mood.. Mrs. Pedrl
Caldwell as Santa, with the assist-
ance of our president, 0. W. Holmes,
distributed the numerous gifts, treats
and also a number of joke presents.
The kiddies with their emotional, im-
aginary spirit of Christmas, natural-
ly had the best time of all.. But the
grownups thoroughly enjoyed L. C.
Heitschmidt’s surprise on opening his
joke parcel. Henceforth, his pres-
ence ‘cannot he concealed. ' The us-
ual short business session was held,
during which - 0. W. Holmes, L. C.
Heitschmidt and "Mrs, Fred Livings-
ton were unanimously re-elected to
their present offices. A short, snap-
py program followed. The song en-
titled “Benéath the Crust of the Old
Apple Pie” was sung to the tune of
“Beneath the Old Apple Tree”—and
it was a riot! We will meet again
January 3, 1928. .

A Happy and Prosperous New
Year to AllL R , i TR

' Mrs. O. W. Holmes, Reporter.

- DOUGLAS COUNTY NOTES:.
The annual meeting of the Doug-
las County Farmers Union was’held
at Hopewell on Saturday, December
17th.. The attendance was not over-

ers declared Kansas has best earth
Toads In she wworld and westem, fipue

ly large owing to the weather, how-
avst :10oAn Were seprevnied whish

‘blowed up.”

a good program and lunch after the|:

turned 3 ealves into my pasture “on,

‘lin raising and handling hogs. - He

1with  the  hog market.

The consensus, of opinion|

some plan to do away with it, we’re
C. E. Wilton, another
farmer in the group expressed him-
self as unalterably opposed to selling
hogs direct. ‘‘We are paying right
now for the mistakes some of the
farmers have made in selling their
hogs to the packer buyers. They may
have thought they were making a
few cents by selling at home, but
are certain now they have lost 'dol-
lars.”

Every farmer approached on the
subject blames direct marketing for
hogs selling so low when cattle and
lambs are commanding  satisfactory
prices. They are interested in the
movement being made in so  many
sections of the country to get farm-
ers to agree not to sell to buyers who
do not ship to the open market. They
are becoming more and more convin-
ced that there is no excuse for any
packer, big or little to go to the
countsy to buy hogs, unless it be to
buy them cheaper than they can buy
them on the open market. If so ,the
farmers are suffering in consequence.
“Really,” put in Charles Warren,
‘“whenever. competition is eliminated
in the buying of hogs and the prices
depend on' private demand,. we're
blowed up so far as the business of
hogs production is concerned.”

PREFER TO HOLD HQGS 3
FOR A HIGHER MARKET

Producers Blame Direct Buying By
Packers for Present Low Swine
Prices
(Staff Correspondence)
Oxford, Neb., Dec. 22—There is a
great deal of dissatisfaction among
the farmers of eastern Furnas and
western Harlan counties over the low
prices prevailing for hogs. H. L.
Regelin, who has a bunch of hogs on
his farm eight miles north of Ox-
ford, says ‘that he can’t afford to
sell at the present prices and that
there are a good many of his neigh-
bors saying that they won’t sell until
the market ‘gets better.  Asked for
his opinion as to the reasons for the
unfavorable hog market, Mr. Regelin
said that his neighbors all attributed
it to direct buying of hogs by the
packers. “We know there isn’t any
reason for beef on the hoof to be
selling for twice as much as pork on

the hoof.” : i i
“That’s right,”” said J. W. Watson
of Oxford, “and the farmers are feel-
ing ornerier than cats about direct
marketing.” e /|
Mr. Watson is one of the old time
farmers of this vicinity, having come
here in 1873 and lived here ever
sin¢e, His son, Earl ¢, Watson, is
living -on the home farm north of
town and ha8 béen rather successful

made an exceptional record this year
of raising 199 pigs from the spring
farrowing. of 27 gilts.

“The packers are getting the hog
market under their:absolute conrtol,”
continued Mr. Watson. “Earl says he
is going to quit raising so. many hogs.
He knows it 'don’t pay to raise hogs
‘and . feed them and get them ready
for market when the packers can put
the prices down like they are now.”

C. E.,Sheffrey, who lives east of
Oxford about half-way between Ox-
ford and Orleans, is fully ponvinced
that direct packer buying is respon-
sible for the depressed conditions of
the hgg market. Mr. Sheffrey han-
dles about 1,000 hogs a year, buying
feeders on the market and feeding
them for the fat hog market. “I
never sell my hogs direct,” he says,
“because I think the system of divect
buying is detrimental to the best in-
terests of the hog business, from the
standpoint ‘of the producer.. Tf the
truth were known, that is what is
the matter with  the hog market

who is largely  interested. in cattle
feeding on 'the old Sheffrey home
place east of town, agreed quite fully
with his brother as to the trouble
The Nord-
strom Bros., extensive hog producers]
over near Orleans, said, “It is direct

ow.”
§ Ray Shefirey, brother of E. C.,

buying by the packers that is putting
the hog producers out of business.”
W. P. Please and C. F. Drew added
their testimony to that given by oth-
er farmers at Oxford.

G. M. Wallace, one of the most ex-
tensive farmers at Orleans, is rath-
er outspoken in condemning the di-
rect buying system now in vogue. He
says the farmers of western Harlan
county are all taking the same view
of the matter as that he entertains.
“There is a movement on here
right now,” said Mr. Wallace in dis-
cussing the hog market, “to have the
farmers of the county agree not to
sell their hogs to any buyer who
ships direct to the packers. Every
hog producer in this section would.
enter into such an agreement right
now, of there were any responsible
leader to start the movement.

much longer, we won’t have any ter-
minal market at Kansas City or any-
where else so far as hogs are con-
cerned. The producers of this'.coun-
try have built ‘up the open publie
markets and we are proud of them;
we don’t want to lose them.”

George Fishbach, who has ‘a farm
of 400:acres south of Orleans, callgd
attention to the fact that the big
packers are driving the little butch-
ers our of business at the -central

the country and keeping them. from
being available to the little butchers
at ‘the public market. :

At Alma, county seat  of Harlan

| county, the cause of the demoraliza-
" /| tion .of the hog market is the topic

of ‘discussion ‘among the farmers. L.
E. Stevenson, senior member of .the
firm of Stevenson & Son, who oper-
ate a 900-acre ranch south of Alma
and adjoining the big ranch of form-
er Governor Shallenberger, said:

tion ‘and I am mighty glad to .see
that ‘some of our Nebraska.farmers

going to lay off of the buyers who
ship hogs direct to the packers. The
sooner everybody lays off of them
the sooner we will have better con
ditions in the hog market. :

“I could point out a case where a
man not far from here had a big
bunch: of hogs on feed and one of
the men who buy direct for the pack-

hogs at any time a load for western
shipment' was ready and ' pay him
within 10c of the top on the Kansas
City market.
what kind of a top you’re going to
have, if it is made on the inferior
hogs which are left to go to the pub-
lic market?” . .~ R
George Richards, who has a farm
of 400 acres across the Republican
river, south of ‘Alma, is another farm=
er who is convinced that direct buy-
ing has a good deal to do with the
condition of the hog market which is
bringing unreasonable losses to the
farmers who are handling hogs.

rect. buying that it enables the farm-
‘er to get move for his hogs at home
than he can get by shipping them to
the public market; let it take the
blame for making the prices for hogs
on the open market so low that the
loss the.farmer sustains on a single

ing expenses on ten loads sent to the
open publi¢c market.” ;
The expressions of such represen-
tative farmers as are quoted above
gives' one a fairly aegurate indica-
tion of the- feeling “which exists
‘among the farmers of the Republican
river valley country in southern Ne-
braska. Thew are smarting under the
lash ‘of direct packer buying and
seeking some avenue of escape, It
takes a great deal of courage for the

against the system and turn a deaf
ear to the bids of the buyers, know-
ing that the same influences = that
have driven the independent ship-
‘per buyer out of ‘the local market
are brought to bear to depress prices
paid at ‘the  public . market. . Con-

many farmers.

made a very good representation for
the county. :

. C. A, ‘Ward of Lone Star was
elected president of the county or-
ganization " for the coming  year,
James W. Anderson, secretary-treas-
urer, with H. H, Ulrich as doorkeep-
er and Ed Heaston for conductor.

However: in the rush ‘of business
we overlooked the office of lecturer,
which ‘will have to be taken up at
our next meeting.

The executive consists of Asa Cole-
man and Louis Howell of Lawrence
and Loren Williams of Baldwin.

As this meeting was the.annual,
affair with all our years business to
balance up, we did mnot invite any
outside speakers to entertain us, but
planned a strictly home affair which
was enjoyed by all present and last-
ed until almost sundown and the mer-
cury was nearing the nothing mark.

. In the way of resolutions—A re-
solution: passed endorsing the ng-
erated fa#m organizations Legislative
policy straight through. ‘A resolu-
‘tion condemning the present diserim-
ination in regard to the taxing of
state banks, also a resolution for the
good of the order urging more: enter-
tainment in the locals as a means of
education and an inducement to get
more young people interested in
Farmers-Union work. : il

The convention appropriated $10
to the State Org:—for théir general
expense fund and all felt that the
cost of Farmers Union efforts at the

Wichita rate hearing alone was mon-
ey well spent. . i '
~ Mr. Gerstenberger of the Farmers
‘Union Bank made a very satisfac-
tory report while the bank has been
no record breaker, yet according to
'his report it has made -a steady

.In sizing up what a great time
we had at Ottawa at our Douglas

peat the operation-again next year
at Marysville. (i

In conclusion’ of this meager re-

Union folks ‘who ‘read the Union
Farmer a Merry Christmas and : a
Happy New Year. "

~ James W. Anderson, Sec.-Treas.

TREGO COUNTY LOCAL NO. 753

The ‘members of Farmers Union
Local No. 753 met in regular session
Friday evening, December 16, with
a good attendance, D. G. Francis of
the Produce Association was present
-with -some good co-operation ' pic-
tures on market dairy and poultry
products which. were very: instruc-
tive as well as entertaining. The

were furnished gratis by A. J. Har-
ris of Wakeeney . ;

‘The next. regular meeting will be
Friday evening, Jan. 6, 1928. This

cers of the Ladies Auxiliary will be
taken care of also. :

. Mr. G. H. Ross of Sabetha, Kan-
sas, was a caller in the office on Fri-
day.' . 11
here on account of the serious illness
of Mrs. Ross’s sister, Miss Hinnen-
kamp. ~ Mr.
Farmers Un'-n office was to _
a classified advertisement that he

some, tima ago.

growth showing a deposit at this

¥

time of something over $80,000. !

¢ got_inquiries. from all partd of
m*{?uggd States and Canada, '

“T’Il tell you, if this thing goes on
markets by buying the good hogs in .

“The hog market is ‘in bad ‘condi-’

and,some of the Iowa farmers are:

ers offered to cut out a load of the .

But I'd like to know

“The packers claim credit for di-’

load. of hogs would pay the market- -

individual ‘* hog producer to go up

certed action would be welcomed by

county. banquet we: decided to re-

port, we extend to all good Farmers

batteries to run the picture machine

meeting will be a combined busines.sv
and social and the election of offi- .

Mrs. H. E. Whisler, Social Cor.

He ‘and his wife were called

Ross's business in the
y for

run in the Kansas Union Farmer
' e said that the re-
:;ponse__to’the‘ ad was marvelous, that




TheKansasF armer'Union

Published Every Thursday at Salina, Kansas, b

THE KANSA§ BRANCH OF THE FARMER

EDUCATION & CO-OPERATIVE UNION
\South Seventh Street

Entered as Second Class Matter August 24, 1912
at Salina, Kansas. Under Act of March 8, 1872.

Acceptance for Mailing at Special’ Rate of Post-
age Provided for in Section 1103, Act of
October 8, 1917, Authorized July 80, 1918,

C. E. HUFF «Editor and Manager

$1.00

Subscription Price, per Year

Notice to Secretaries and Members of Farmers
Union of Kansas. We want all the news about the
Locals and what you are doing. Send in the news
and thereby help to make your official organ a
success.

Change of Address—When change of address is
ordg‘red give old as well as new address, and

All copy, with the exception of notices and in-
cludin
fore the date of publication. Notices of meetings
can be handled up until noon Saturday on the
week preceding publication date.

Communications and Questions—Communications
are solicited from practical farmers, members of
the F. E. & C. U. of A. are at liverty to ask
questions on any phase of farm work. Answera
will be either published or mailed.
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DEMAND A RATE_ CUT
Agriculture in the middle West is demanding
that congress give its shippers reduced. export
rates on wheat ‘and other grains to match the low
1 competxtlve export rates existing in Canada.
Representatives of the principal farm organiza-
tions in Kansas met recently in Kansas City to
forward a joint resolution’ to Senator Arthur
.Capper and other Kansas representatives in con-
gress calling for a congressional investigation in-
to the export situation which gives Canada an ad-
vantage over the Kansas farmers.
‘Drafted by Clyde Feed
- Clyde M. Reed, rate man, former chairman of
the Kansas utilities commission and. counsel for
Kansas farm interests in the recent fight by the
- railroads to increase grain rates, drafted the reso-
lution. - Those who attended the conference and
who sponsored the joint resolution to be presented
to congress:
C. E. Huff, president Farmers Union, Salina.
C. E. Brasted, secretary Farmers Unmn, Salina.
Ralph Snyder, pre51dent State Farmers’ Union,
' Manhattan.
‘R. E. Lawrence, secretary Farmers' Co-opera-
* tive Association, Hutchinson; also representing J.
'B.. Brown, president Kansas Co-operative Grain
Lealers’ Association, Larned.
H. I. Hartshorne, vice president Farmers Co-
operative Commission Company, Ford.

Caldwell Davis, master State Grange, ‘Bronson.{

John Vesecky, president Southwest Co-opera-
tive Grain Marketing Association, Kansas City,
“E. R. Downie, géneral manager Kansas Co-op-
erative- Wheat Marketing Association, Wichita. °
The resolution, which has been indorsed by the
farm organizations and sponsored outspokenly in
a recent meeting of the Farmers Union of Kan-
sas, will be introduced in the senate by Senator
‘Capper, according to Mr, Reed and the group of
farm leaders. They said ‘Senator Capper. had
promised to place the resolution' before the sen-
ate as soon as it was received.’
The: resolution:
‘Resolved, by the senate and house of re-
npresentatlves of the United ‘States in con-
gress assembled that a situation.has develop-
ed that requires prompt and immediate,con-
sideration to be given by the interestate com-
merce commission to ' the adjustment of
freight rates from the wheat fields of the
United States to' the varioys ports through
which export grain moves in order that the
American farmer may be placed upon a par-
ity in the matter of rates charged their prin-
cipal competitor—the Canadian farmer.

The interstate commerce commission is au-
thorized and directed to make an immediate
investigation of the rate structure of ‘the
carriers subject to'the interstate com‘merce
act and to adjust such rates on a basis of
‘the rates-now available for the movement of'
Canadian grain for export, so far as such
rates may be lawfully applied to the move-
ment of export grain from the various grain .

- growing sections of the United States to the
various ports through which . export g'ram
moves.

A Disparity Du‘covered

In fighting the rate case, the farm interests
‘have discovered the disparity between Canadian
export’ rates and the rates from Kansas to the
‘ nearest export ports in the Umted States. * The
resolution would call for a congressmnal investi-
gation to discover why the Kansas farmer must
pay a higher rate to a port export than the Can-
adian farmer, since both nations are close com-

petitors o: ' the world market. An adjustment of

the {:ondmons also. i3 called for in the- resolu-
tion.

The Kansas farmers have ‘dicovered the rate
on wheat for export from Colby, Kan., to Balti-
more, 1,600 mijles, is 59 cents a hundred pounds
or 86 cents a bushel.
ship wheat for export from Regina, Sask:, to Que~
bec, 1,728 miles, for 38.34 cents a hundred or 23
cents a bushel. 'Likewise, .export wheat. from
Wichita to Galveston, 700 miles, is 26.4 cents a
bushell.

a bushel.—Kansas City Star, Dec. 8, 1927.

OUR MATCHLESS PROSPERITY
When the new Ford car came into the market,
more widely ddvertlsed than any other commod-
ity ever was in history, the market took a strong
turn upward in all stocks which by any stretch
of imagination could be affected by Ford pro-
duction. Makers of parts and accessories, deal-
_ ing with Ford or likely to deal with him, found
their stocks, running up on #he exchange. One

25 raﬂroad in partxcular scored a considerable ad-
o the supposition 6f earnings by hauling
i Ford matsrlal and products. Over seven hundredv

~ vance on_

advertising, should be in seven days be-

A Canadian farmer can,

! The rate from Theodore, Sask,, to Ft.|
- William, Ont., the same distance, is only 12 cents

‘separate stocks were traded\'ln’ in asingle dar.
This confidence in the future bases upon a con-
viction that Ford will have an enormous business,

| and that other automobile manufactures will not

lose sales thereby, but possibly ‘even increase
them. That the whole industry, and through it
all business, will be stimulated and expanded.
Some, very careful persons are much less sure

‘than for some time past as to.the reality of our

apparent prosperity, and are asking what will
happen if Ford does not shortly reach and main-
tain a high level of production, or if his business
is secured by a decline in the business of some
‘other maker. The feverish market stands ready
for chills at a moment’s notice, it seems. Busi-
ness has shown some decidedly weak spots lately,
and present hopes are based upon the improb-
able. But it may happen. Many New England
mills have put a ten per cent wage reduction into
effect—a decidedly bad symptom. . The explana-
tions offered for the weak spots would be comic
under other conditions. A trade paper declares
seriously that though there was a fear in early
autumn that advancing markets would -curtail
buying, the market turned and - declined rather
steadily. This steady decline kept buyers out of
the market. Probably if there had been neither
advance nor decline in prices buyers would have
stayed out because the market was dull and un-

interesting. It has to be explained; and whatever

the. market did explains it. ‘Agriculture has al-
ways been a pretty good customer, representing
vet about one-third of our people, and being a
major industry. The farmer has had things hap-
pen to him which more fayored groups have been
able to avoid.  His present condition explains
some facts in the business world, if men ‘are not
blind to see it. They may miss the whiskered old
cuss yet.: . g :

0.
0

2AsST YEARS LOW COTTON PRICE A GOOD
THING—FOR SOMEBODY :

The 1926 cotton crop moved out of the growers
hands as disastrously low figures. Ordinary and
poor yields would not pay the cost of picking.
Growers went broke. ‘It was unfortunate, of
.course, but nothing could be done about it. . The
inexorable law of supply and demand demanded

that the excessive supply pass into “strong’ hands.

at very low prices. Growers should have been
glad there were men able and willing to buy it.

Suppose there had been no market at all? @ In|

spite of the criticism and complaint it has worked
‘out very nicely, and even the grower is beginning
to app-eciate what was done. Clever business
men simply took that valueless erop off the farm-
ers hands and made it-into money. The mills in
and near Greenville,” South Carolina, a single
small area, will distribute. five and half million
dollars in dividends this year; it is' said. It is an
ill crop that does nobody good. Now a controlled

market price would not have cost ‘the cohsumer a
dime more, woyld have given growers a living Te-
turn—and spoiled Christmas for a few operators,
Over the two-year period there was no surplus.
Nature happened to provide the larger part of
the two-year requirement in one year, and that
was a calamity to the grower. But tradesmen

made fortuges ‘out of it. Such a condition must
be correcte ‘ -

0
T

AN ESSAY ON THE WASTE OF ROAD FUNDS

Those who vyould completely centralize control
of the Kansas road program (and their chief sup-
port seems to come from outside the state) find the
present system a failure and a waste of taxpayers’
money, because township officials don’t know
what type of machinery to buy. They get stung.
An industrious reporter, whose salary Someone
must pay, found a case where a tractor had been
bought that “wouldn’t pull itself uphill.” That is
not the half of it. Some have been bought that
can’t be pushed downhill, But those who paid for
them knew at once of the blunder. They saw the
m- ~hinery, thdy proved its failure, they knew who
was to blame, and they could quickly and quistly
remove the responsible parties from office; That is
a fairly wholesome thing in a democracy.

No doubt a good deal of tax money has been
wasted by the smaller official groups who handle
road funds. But they have made only small mis-
takes, as a rule. To err is human, but to err on a
large scale is a feat of engineering. This office. is
fairly busy, but for every dollar which has been
wasted by the lpcal road officers, and which may
be pointed out, we will agree to find where two'
dollars have been wasted by the “experts,” through
poor judgment, faulty engineering, poor material
or plain graft. But we cannot agree to locate the
blame in most cases. The greatest fraternity in.
the world is The Loyal Order of Buckpassers, The
farther officials are removed from contact with
the people they represent the more “passes” there
are. The present system may .be poor enough, but;
the situation could be worse—much worse. . -

0-
O

ANOTHER MAXIM RUINED

To win success, thoy tell us that
A fellow must have grit and sand.
We know: a farmer, though, who failed:
Because he had that l‘nd of land.

O

At the close of the Twelfth International Con-
gress, held in.Stockholm in August the Prime
Minister of leand was elected president of the
International . Co-operative Alliance, The new
president has been a member of the central com-
mittee of the organization since 1921, and has
held re:ponsxble posutlons in( other co-operative
organizatxons. ! 3

GLIMPSES OF CO-OPERATION

CHANGES IN RELATIVE CO-OPERATIVE IM-
' PORTANCE OF STATES *

Numerous changes in the relative importance

of the various states in regard to. activity in co-

operative marketing and  purchasing took place|

during the first five years of the present decade.
In that period occurred the almost nation-wide
movement, in behalf of what was termed commod-
ity marketing. - More than a half-million farmers
were interested for the first time in marketing
their products co-operatively. During the- five-
year period no less than 50 large-scale associa-
tions “for handling single commodities were
formed and ‘began operating. . Among the new

associations were 15 for marketing cotton, 6 for

marketing tobacco, ‘15 for handling wheat, -3 for
potatoes, -2 for rice, 2 for peanuts, 1 for broom-
corn, 4 for w&:l and others. Not all the organ-

izations survived the vicissitudes of mfancy. How- |,

ever, the co- operatwe map of the United States

was changed, as is noted by an analysis of the data’

compiled from the agrlcultural censuses of 1920
and 1925.

At the beginning of 1920 the ten states in
which there was the greatest amount of co-oper-
ative activity, in the order of their relative im-
portance, as measured in dollars, were: (1) Cali-
fornia, (2) Minnesota, (3) Iowa, (4) Nebraska,
(5) Kansas, (6) Illinois, (7) New York, (8)
South Dakota, (9) Wisconsin, (10) North: Dako-
taa. At the close of 1924 California was still
in first place but all the other nine states had
either gained or lost in relative importance. Iowa
was in second place and Minnesota in third, just
the reverse of the situation at the beginning of
the five year period. = Illinois had advanced from
sixth place to fourth, and New York from seventh
place to fifth. Kansas had dropped back to sixth
place, and Texas' and Missouri, which were not
among the ten leading states at the beginning of
the period, were in the seventh and eighth places,

respectively, having advanced from twenty-third

and fourteénth places.. Nebraska, which was in
fourth place in 1919, dropped to ninth during the
five years, and Ohio established itself in tenth
place, whereas it had formerly been in the twelfth.

Some of the marked changes were the advance
of Kentucky from twenty-ninth place in 1919 to
twelfth place in 1924; the advance of Oklahoma
from twentieth place to seventeenth; the advance
of North Carolina from thirty-seventh place to
twenty-second; and the advance of Georgia and
South Carolina to twenty-fourth and twenty-
seventh places. . South Dakota and North Dakota,
which' were among the leading states in. 1919
dropped to elghteenth and twentieth places, res-
pectlvely, in 1924,

STEADY GROWTH OF KANSAS CITY SALES
AGENCY

A steady growth in Business since it started op-
‘erations is shown in’the report of the Farmers
Union Livestock Commission, Kansas City, Mo.,
recently published. This agency was established
by the Kansas branch of the Farmers’ Education-
al and Co-operative Union, October 14, 1918, and
in" July, 1919, was mcorporated with share' cap-
ital of $25,000.

At first the orgnmzatlon met ‘with much op-
position from the old established firms, of ‘which
there were moré than 90 on the market. By 1924
it had risen to second place on the market in
volume of busmess and has ever since been’ in
second or third place. :

11924
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handled and sales value for each of the eight
years, as reported by the management of the, or-
ganization:
! Stock. handled
Hogs
99,775
'127,640
157,355
187,839
234,798
313,065"
216,076
202,306

Value of
Cattle

43,760
57,369
81,655
97,852

122,316

163,088

132,595

108,410

Year
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923

11,575
13,359

23,895
28,241

35,301
47,069
47,751
51,269

$ 4,720,751
5,962,875

,. 6,745,850
7,655,768
9,319,710
11,092,847
111,394,114
11,601,613

1925
1926

1,534,854 $68,393,528

MELON ASSOCIATION EXPELS UNFAlTHFUL
MEMBERS :

Actirﬁ upon instructionsafrom the board of dj-
rectors, the executive committee- of the' Sowega
Melon Growers’ Association, Adel, Ga., recently
expelled 113 members for violation of contracts
and selling melons outside the association. Charges

Total 807,045

268,460

‘'were preferred against 158 members but upon in-

vestigation it was found that 48 had not wilfully
violated their agreements ‘and charges  against
them were withdrawn. A few other cases were
left open pending further investigations as there
was a possibility that the members were not tech-
nically guilty. ~ Of the 113 expelled fully half
had also violated their agreements in 1926.

The management is convinced that this honor
system is greatly preferable to the old system of |
liquidated damages, as a grower held in an’ asso-
ciation against his will becomes a hablhty 1nstead
of an asset.

Many new members hre being’ enrolled Twen-
ty-seven new contracts were received during the
first half of November and many blank contracts
have been mailed out upon request.

The Sowega Fertlhzer Corporation is beginning
its work for the 1928 season early, in order to be
able to supply the needs of the growers in Flor-

'ida in January. Questionnaires were to be mailed

to all stockholders of the Corporation on Decem-
ber: 1, in order to be able to make an estlmate of
the tonnage requlred

SALES OF CERTIFIED SEED POT’ATOES
BRING NET GAIN

Commissions -of_ the Michigan Certified Seed
Potato Growers’ Association, Inc., Cadillac, Michs,
amounted to $8,163 for the year July 81, 1927.
More than 71,000 bushels of potatoes were hand-
led. "Expenses for the year amounted to $5, 739,
leaving a balance of $2, 423, of which half ‘was
turned over to the Michigan Potato Growers’ Ex-
change to be retained as a working fund to fi-

‘nance the seed association, and half was carried

to the surplus account of the se association it-
self. Net worth at the end of the fiscal year was
$851, compared with $46 in 1926,

(R

'COLORADO _POTATO EXCHANGE GAINS lN

MEMBERSHIP
In the 1926 27 season the Colorado Potato
Growers’ Exchange, Denver, shipped 5,269 cars of
potatoes which brought a gross price of $4,689,

788.  On November 1, 1927, the Exchange had.a

membership of 2,821, grouped in 24 local units.
The heaviest shipments for the season, 456 cars

‘were made by the Montrose assoeiation. In’ the

previous year the Exchange had 21 local - umts

- Sheep Stock handled |

| wet.

which sold 45

REF LECTIONS

~ OBSCURING THE TRUTH

It must often seem to the ordin-
ary garden variety of human being
that the major business in ‘the de-
partments at Washington is keeping
facts under cover. President Cool-
idge proposes to rebuild the navy
upon a new and modern ‘basis. Ad-
miral Magruder says the present ar-
rangement wastes a hundred mxlhon
dollars a year. He gets his resigna-
tion. The division of air forces de-
clares the idea and use of naval ves-
sels is absolete, and that the new
navy can be nothingi but a group of
floating coffins.  They say that re-
cent tests prove conclusively that
under an air attack battleships are
utterly useless and defenceless. They
censure the navy department  for
withholding the news of the results
of these official tests from the pub-
lic, and for contmumg their clamor
for more ,ships. It is “proved con-
clusively,” say the air forces, as to
“the foolishness of battleships in the
warfare of this day and age, not to
speak about the warfare of tomor-
row." No doubt it will be found
“economically sound” to build a new
navy, even if it is not sound to pro-

vide farm relief.

WE STILL STONE THE PROPHETS

The amazing and well-deserved
popularity of Col. Chas. A. Lindberg
recalls to. all who knew him or who
knew of him the heroic struggle of
the senior Lindberg. The home which
gave Col. Lindberg his ideals and
outlook knew how heavy a load:can
be piled upon a man in public life
when he displeases those in political
power Perhaps one reason why the
praise of great crowds does not spoil
young Tindberg is that he still re-
tains a memory of mob threats, of
vellow paint, of misrepresentation
and abuse. He knows how flckle a
thing popularity can be.

Former Representative Oscar E.

i Keller, of Minnesota, died recently.
| Some five years ago Keller became
| convinced that Attorney General
' Daugherty ought to be impeached,

and he determined to do it. ' He was
warned that it meant his political

. death, but he insisted that Daugher-

ty favored certain corporations and
permitted them to violate the law

| without 'criticism, that he “framed”

the  injunction in the ' machinists
strike, and that he was guiltily in-
volved in the Teapot Dome’ leases.
So he proceeded to the task of re-
moving that gentleman and patriot
from the cabinet.
made one Wm. J. Burns chief of the
bureau  of investigations, though
Burns had evengthen been charged
with jury tampering.

Such a public servxce as the re-'
‘moval of Daugherty, in opposition to
the political powers that-be, result-
B ed in the elimination of Mr. Keller
from publi¢ life, and gave him time
to reflect on some of the hard phases

5 of human experience.

PROHIBITION IS AN ISSUE

Senator Borah  wants the  major
political parties ‘to declare themsel-
ves regarding the enforcement of
the Volstead Act and the Eighteenth
Amendment. He declares that a par-
ty that will not say in advance that it
will enforce it will not enforce it.

'The Anti-Saloon League, . ostensibly

repregenting  churches -and civic or-
ganizations, and kindred group sent-
iment, seems willing to continue its
game of political strategy and horse
play, A new department was re-
cently created within. the League,
dealing with education, publicity and
research. Dr. Ernest H. Cherring-
ton, ;who had lately refused the sec-
retaryship of Home Missions for the
Methodist church; was made head of
the new department.

Master Taber, of the National
Grange, made a strong appeal in his
message to their ° recent national
meeting for a stricter enforcement of
the law, The gathering offlclally
endorsed his stand.

The rallway brotherhoods, who
publish a weekly paper, have consist-
ently  supported the prohibition
movement, - though the . American
Federation of Labor -is accounted
This clear-cut statement is by
Raymond Lonergan, in Labor, pub-
lished in Washington, D. C., and in-
dicates the attitude of a great labor
group.

Prohibition is in no immediate dan-
ger, but there may be a different
story to tell jn a few years unless
the “‘drys” do something to. secure

.more efficient enforcement.
Andrew W. Mellon is one of the| .

world’s most successful distillers. No
one pretends that he favors prohibi-
tion, yet for almost seven years as
Secretary of the Treasury he has
lbeen responsible for enforcing the
awt

Probably he chuckles as he contem-
plates what a ghastly, farce he has
made of it.

Back of Mellon is President Cool-
idge, who, as Gifford Pinchot puts
it, placates the ‘“drys” by talkmg law
enforcement and pleases the “wets”
by permitting them to get all they
want to drink.

The Anti-Saloon League has mild«
ly criticised Mellon, but it has never
directed its shafts at Harding = or
Coolidge, the - men responsible . for
Andy s presence in the Treasury

Daugherty had,

Perhaps the, rich supporters of the
league, the Rockefellers, for example
will not permit a more militant pol-
icy. They may believe in prohibition
but they have other fish to fry.

Be that as it may, unless the
league as the recognized leader of
prohibition'sentiment, abandons it
“pussyfooting’” tactics,, the ‘‘dry”
cause will continue to lose ground

THE SWINGING GATE
Swinging ever on the gate of time,
Back and forth in childhood’s
rhyme—
Let a year in,—keep a year out,
Tet a year in,—keep a year out,

As the years come flocking up
Like a band of fleecy ewes,
Let a year in,—keep a year out.
Let a year m,—-keep a year out.

One by one the years escape
Through the swinging gate of time,

Let a year in,—keep a year out.

Let a year in,—keep a year out.

Slowly swinging, ever slower, '
’Til at last it closes fast,

Years of life are measured out—

Unending years are measured in.

May you, childlike, fancy free,
Swing unaged by passing years—
Let a year in,—keep a year, out.
Let a year in,—keep a year out.
. —Franklin Hess.

A FUNNY STORY.
Once upon a time-there was a
man with a rifle and a bayonet who,

once a year, went to the cottage of|

a ‘peasant, and exacted tribute from
him. ' Once in a while, upon leaving
the cottage, the soldier would give
the peasant a playful jab with the
bayonet; that made the peasant real-
1ze that he was not parting with his
money without good reason. One
day a maker of swords called at the
peasant’s cottage, and made for him
a long, sharp sword—longer and
sharper than the soldiers ‘bayonet.
When the soldier next came around,
the peasant showed him the sword
and refused to pay tribute. .The sol-
dier was indignant. ‘“That is a very
silly thing for you to do,” he said;
“haven’t I always treated you well?
You are upsetting old customs; you
are not to be trusted with your own

money; not only that, but that long

sword will slip, and you will cut your
self; throw it away, and let' me jab
you again with' the trusty bayonet;
don’t you remember the fun you used
to have trying to wriggle off the
point?””  The peasant . was an ob-
stinate fellow and refused to give up
the sword and the soldier went away
very -angry. - This is a good«little
‘story to remember when ' someone
tells you your own organization can-
not help you, and that you had bet-
ter depend ' upon him' instead.—
‘Adopted -from Western Producer.

AMERICAN JUST!CE

‘A bootlegger name of Remus de-
clared his wife had ‘doublecrossed
him whil¢ he was in prison, had mis-
used' his property <and funds, and
had carried on an affair with the
man_ responsible for his arrest and
imprisonment. “So he shot her. The
jury promptly acquitted him: on the
ground that he was insane. He:con~
ducted his own case in court. He
has now onty to prove himself sdne
and he will be free—and something
of a hero besides. A newspaper head
line says “Jurors Praise Remus.” He
characterized his acquitted as “Am-
erican Justice.”

A boy snatched a woman’s purse
and. tried to escape with it. "He was
caught. The purse contained a dime,
and probably a powder puff. He
drew ten years = in prison and no
praise. It is devoutly hoped that he
will learn respect for law before ‘his
ten years are up.

One of the most damaging wit-
nesses against Sacco and . Vanzetti
‘was an expert who  testified with
finality -that the bullet which killed.
the victim was fired from the pistol
belonging to Sacco, and could have
been fired from no other. With equal
certainty the same expert more re-
.cently -testified in another case. But
this time the records proved that the
pistol in question was reposing dust-|.
ily. in-'a pawn shop when the crime
was. committed, and the expert was

shown up as a second rate guesser.|.

The joke seems to be on the two
Itahans. y

S

A BETTER RECORD FOR LYNCH-
INGS

Tuskegee Institute. reports that
during the year 1927 there were 16
persons lynched in the U, S. In 1926
there were 30, in 1925 there were
17, and 1924 the same as 1927, 16.
In 1928 there were 83 lynchings. Of
the 16 cases in 1927, 12 of the vic-
tims were takén from jail or from
officérs outside. Four of them were
burned to death. In 42 cases of at-
tempted lynching the officers pre-
vented the act, either by removal of
the prisoner, or by armed resistance.
Some: ‘of these involved more than
one person, so that a total of 15
whites -and 53 negroes were saved
from mob' violence.
tims of lynching in 1927 ‘were ne-
groes: Mississippi had 7 cases, Ark-
ansas 3, Tennessee, 2, and Kentucky,

All of the vie-

Loumana, Missouri and Texas 1 each,
Hardly an enviable record yet

‘THESE: MAY BE FUNNY
Beauty surgeons say the matter of
lifting a face is comparatwely simple
The hardest part is keepmg the face
lifted when the bill comes in.—Ark-
ansas Gazette:

Modern womans garb has
latitude = than
Blade.

more
longitude.— Toledo

Some pedestrians = who do not
choose to run get their names in the
papers, too.—Council Bluffs Non-
pariel.

MISUNDERSTOOD
i W:fe (announcing husband’s de-
cision to give up his profession):
“Yes, my husband’s burnt his bridges
behind him.”
Visitor: “How very unfortunate?
I do hope they weren’t his best pair.”

THEY MUST HAVE WATCHED
SOMEONE HELP THE FARMER
. Boss: “What are you ‘two boys
dolng walking so slowly us those
stairs?”’ i

Jackson: “We is wo’kin’, boss, We
is carryin’ dis' heah desk up  de
stairs,”

Boss: “I don’t see any desk 1
Jackson: “For de .Lawd’s sake,
Thompson, we done forget de desk ”

PERSHING RECOGNIZES THE
: FARMER'S/CONTRIBUTION

Not since the World War has there :
been any such adequate public rec-
ognition of the part played by the
American farmer as that. ngen by
Gen.  Pershing in his Chicago ad-
dress, Wednesday, December 7.

More, than that, he is about the
only one correctly to state the out-
standing reason for the farmer’s fi-
nancial difficulties. Hig enemies in
the East have been shouting that he
brought it all on himself by buying
land’ (as if that were some kind of
a crime.)

Gen. Pershing tells the truth when
he says: )
“During the war we. insisted that
the American farmers should expand,
their efforts to the utmost to feed
our armies in the field, and the arm-
ies and the. civilian populations of
the allies as well.  But when the war
ended ‘we failed to consider that
there was a certain responsibility up-
on us as a nation to aid the farmer
to eseape from the disastrous after-
effects of excessive production and

competition. :

“The direct results of the lack of
txmely congideration of the situation
i8 seen in the abandoned farms and
the heavy load of debt under which.
agriculture is laboring. The lands
are passing into the hands of non-
resident owners. The soil is. deter-
iorating, 1mprovements are halted
and capital investment is bemg con-
sumed.”

That is exactly rlght It was vir-
tually a command from 'the govern-
ment that the farmers buy machin-
ery without limit, to enable them to
carry on .without the man power
drafted for Pershing’s army. In or-
der that he might ‘do so ,the banks
were told to lend him the money.

Then, before the farmer had any
chance ‘to get himself out from un-
der the load, the Federal Reserve
Board demanded immediate liquida-
tion, with the result that corn went
from $1.50 to 15 cents in six months
and the farmer’s house was brouglt
down on his head.

As Pershing says, since it was the
government that compelled him. to
take on this great indebtedness and
since the food administration put a
maximum on the price he could re-
ceive, the government owed it to the
farmer to give him an opportunity to.
restore his former financial status.

Pershing has been mentioned oc-
casionally for the Presidency. His
Chicago speech makes it plain that if
he should be chosen, he would hold
for the farmer a sympathetic under-
standmg which has been lamentably
lacking in the White House.—South
Dakota Wheat Growers Journal.

MAYBE WE WILL BE IN LUCK IF -
"WE GET UP TO PEASANTRY

MA good friend of mine who has
.| spent much time with Amencan farm
ers but who was 'raised in Europe’
snorts every time he hears mention
of the fear that American farmers
will descend to the level of European
peasants.  He says that American
farmers ought to be happy if they
could rise to the level of European
peasants. He thinks there are many
parts of the United States where the
standard of living of the farmers is
far lower than it is among the so-

Europe.

1t is true that in many sectxons of
Europe the farmers seem to have -
gamed as-a result of the war, where-

| ag in the United States the farmers

have lost.  Perhaps there isn’t. as
much difference today between the
American farmer and the European .

Farmer v

¥

OLD VERSUS NEW !
There are ways and laws that have
come down to us as the results of hu-
manity’s experiences in . meeting— and
solving—Ilife’s problems. They are the
/| result -of age long struggles and are
“our heritage” which we take for

‘granted, not even' feeling grateful to
the learners and the doers of the past;

we sometimes censure these folk for
not making greater advancement be-
cause we cannot understand the ad-
verse conditions of unkind and sting
nature, of ignorance, and the inherent
tendency to take the way of least re-
sistance. .Ours is a rich heritage, es-
pecially we Americans, but we must

have toleration in regard to brih past|
; | with 2,812 members, and .mppgd s 860 cars og and  fut:
'l'he £ollowin¢ tsblo lhm munbor of ln!mals, : ' |

ttlinmentl, Not all ‘ogd

There are still innumerable

o D TR R

bad. And so it is with the new ways,
some are gocd and will influence the
future = developments greatly ' hile|
others will soon be forgotten. We
should not cling to the past, and sigh
for the passing of opportunities of ac-
cumulating wealth or *"rfectmg ideas.
“inven-
tions to be made. Somewhere near a
hundred -years ago a man resiy aed
his positi n in the United States pat-|
ent office thinking that as everything
had been invented that ever could be

the office would soon be closed. We:
‘smile at such regsoning but this is not !

far from the average persons ideas
‘today.
. We have a tendency to cling ‘to the

ed‘, o,vtho‘ta:ni.

ished in most parts of it.

1aking of new adju-.ments, Somefboft
us do not like to ride in elevators be-
‘cause.we must do a little adjusting.
Altliough we are living in a wonderful
world it is not a perfect world—yet—.
nor one that has no opportunities or .
one that cannot be improved; for in-
stance, there is legal murder to be abol
The past
challcn * the future.
‘We can add this to the many things
we have to be thankf ° for: t we

we=ld but one that still holds oppor-
tunities for us, one that has respon-
sibilities for us ‘to mume and dati ‘
we must perform T van

-.,-Thi ihht- 9!‘“?' |

called - peasantry of - northwestern i

peasant as we have beén taught to
think.”—H. A. Wallace in Wallacel

‘e might say. e

ar. living in a wonderfully developed -



. raising of school-leaving age ,0ld age

~ . subjects

' each towel.
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Ladies’ Auxiliary

e
JUNIORS

After we have had time to think
it over, we have decided that we
didn’t give the kiddies a fair chance,
in the Junior contest. We sprung the
idea upon them just: before Christ-
mas, and what'chiid has time to think
“of any thing but Santa Claus before

' Christmas? I know ecause I haven’t

\ thought of much else for quite a
gpell, and it has been a long time
gince I could have qualified in the
Junior contest. _

We are sure that the ones who
have respondéd will be patient, and
willing to give others a chance and
wait one more month to see what
chance they had at the prize.

Just a word in regard to the prize
we are offering. Do you think we

went, over to the Woolworth store
and bought that Pen and Pencil, for
a dime? I am telling you we did
not. It is a beautiful EVERSHARP
PENCIL AND WAHL PEN, The.col-
or is green with gold trimmings. The
price in the box is $6.00 for the two,
So you see
gets either one will be. well paid for
the little time he may use in writing
his ideas.

Then when we really get our De-
partment going, no telling what we
may do to raise money. Besides oth-
or advantages ' we may reap from
the association together. I am quite
anxious that we get started, and if
the suggestions that have been sub-
mitted are adopted we will have a
real live corner. LET US HEAR
FROM YOU.

Junior Contest

‘Prizes ‘For Best Letters Containing Suggestions
: For The Best Name For Us To }Use.

Department. Prizes

’For Conducting ‘A Junior

In order for us to get our Junior department started and in good run=

ning order by the first of the year,

a contest, that will last through November,

January 3lst.
: This contest

name

may be participated in,
of age, whose parents are members of the

‘The requirements of the contest will be,
‘glving his ideas of how a Junior Dep
by whith the Juniors will be known, in the columns of the paper.

it has been suggested that we begin with

December and January, ending

by any child under fifteen years
Farmers Union in good standing.
a letter written by the child
artment should be conducted. And ‘a

The judges will grade on neatness.

The prizes will
Pencil for the one
“printed, and all who write

SALINA, KANSAS, BOX 48,

WOMEN ARE NOT NEW EN-
TRANTS IN CO-OPERATIVE
~ FIELD 4

As long ago as 1883 women were

_Invited to attend a Co-operation. Con-

. gress held in Edinburgh, Scotland;
and although the movement had been
sponsored by seven women . only, fifty
were present at the meeting. Their
organization was called first a League
and later a Guild. .As usual the wom-
en entered heartily into the work, the
report of that meeting being that
many present volunteered to act as
local secretaries pro tem, and went
back to their various localities to press

' on the work of making branches.”

The. first circular issued by the
League states its objects in full, and
. ‘they are given here to show the high
_standard these early workers - set
themselves.
1. To spread a knowledge of the
. advantages of co-operation.

2. To stimulate amongst those who
know its advantages a greater inter-
est in the principles of co-operation,

3. To keep alive in ourselves, our

. .neighbors, and especially in.the rising

generation, a more earnest apprecia-
iion of the value of co-operation tc
~ourselves, to our children, and to
the nation,

4, To improve 'the conditions : of

/- women all over the country. Who:can

_£ay that .these women did not hitch
their wagon to a star? :
The details’ of the growth of the
Guild as the organization was named
in 1884 must be read if this romance
- of every day life is to be fully ap-
preciated. - From the beginning these
co-operative women showed-a combin«
ation of rational and ‘dignified. inde-
pendence, organizing - capacity: and
high ideals, and this same spirit has
marked the whole ' history ¢f the
movement—a combinaticn: to which
are due- the wonderful results after
44 years ‘of strenuous, unremitting
work.. In 1921 when Miss Llewellyn
‘Davies and Miss Davies (assistant
secretary) . retired from . the offices
. they, had held so long, the . whole
Guild joined in inviting the mto be-
come life-long honorary members of
all branches and committeees by con-
- ferring on them the “Freedom of the
Guild.” Miss Davies in replying re.
fgrred especially to 'the mutual con-
fidence which had = always . existed
among all members, She said: “To
‘make progress it is not only neces-
sary that the rank and file must have
confidence in: their . elected leaders,
but leaders must also have confidence
~ in the rank and file. Both are equally
necessary, and both are based on sin-
cerity, openness and ‘experience.”
‘A Bird’'s Eye View
‘ _Space and time forbid more thsn a
_bird’s eye view of the many important
! the = Co-operative = Guild
~ tackled. The .chapter “Education”
shows that they understand the true
meaning of the word, as Mrs, Lawren-
son said “What we want.is real cul-
ture, which draws out all the faculties
and powers, with a desire to do our
part in the salvation of others.” (Al-
ways this same combination of learn-
mg‘ and dm.ng is to the front.)
- They trained themselves to conduct
- business in an orderly and prompt
way, wrote essays on domestic and
on citizen questions, studied public
health, factory acts, housing; support-
ed such reforms ag women’s suffrage,
school clinics, economic status of wife,

pensions, medical - aids, maternit
benefits, etc. They learn that thei)x:
;pecxal work of buying was very im-
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 GLASS tuwils Wit FANCY:

BORDER, NO. 4351
This towel is 'stampel on an excel-
lent quality of  material fthat will
not lint  glassware. It comes hem-
med with either gold, blue or red

" border and is 17 by 32 inches in size.

A deailed working chart showing the
" exact color scheme is suplied with
This towel will be sent
- postpaid to any address upon receipt

~ of 80 cents.

_For 25 cents additional we will
gend you our book, “The Art of Em-
broidery,” consisting of ten complete
lessons
he principal stitches in embroid-

)

with 70 illustrations showing|

and myself.

be a Fountain Pen for the Best Letter and an Eversharp
the judges think is next best,
Jetters will receive Honorable mention. ;
Send your letters to the JUNIOR EDITOR, KANSAS UNION FARMER,

The best letters will be

portant from an economic viewpoint,
not a mere question of bargain-hunt-
ing; they ‘bought their own co-opera-
tive products and were against buy-
ing cheap sweated commodities; they
looked after the welfdre of the em-
ployees in their own ‘stores helping
to shorten hours of labour and to
raise wages for girls and women.’
Two old beliefs or legends regard-
ing women receive rather hard knocks
in this story; one is the belief that
women ‘are timid and bound always
by convention. In their peace propa-

‘ganda, carried on even during the

war. they showed the falsity of this
idea. In their “Hints To Speakers” it
is stated, “No. problem was eyer solv-
ed by running away from'it, and that
is not the Guild.-way”! Another legend
which lingers long is the belief or
declaration that women are the talk-
ative sex. We note with amusement
in this respect a press reporter remark-
ed of a Guild Congress lasting '8 days
and with over 1,000 delegates, “Not
one superfluous . speec »s  “Digcus-
sions were frank but good-humored.”
We contrast this with some conyen-
tions we have attended, and éven some
recently reported in our own press.

In a short account such as this the
difficulty is to know what to omit
when. every ¢hapter is so brimful of
good things. - Suffice it to say,.the
influence ‘of the Guild has grown from
year to year, until their. valuable
work - has received recognition from
the whole Co-operative  movenient,
from the Labor party, and from the
government.. They are how represent-
ed on the chief executive bodies of the
Co-operative Union, and on number-
less' public hodies in every part of
the country,

“FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS”

While we journey here togethér
the few short years that are allotted
us we-learn-to- be acquainted. - We
learn the good and the bad traits of
each other.  The good seems) to lie
hidden deep down in the heart of the
puman soul and when the fountain
is: touched thru the bonds of friend-
ship and  sympathy the good pours
forth in an abundant stream. i

There is nothing that is quite so
beaut_xful as the love of a companion
or friend. I have experienced both
to a degree that few men have ever
known, : . :

My little companion who has pass-
ed on and who now waits to welcome
those whom she loved on. this earth,
appreciated the. kindness of our
friends far greater than:I can ex-
press in words. i 3y

Those beautiful flowers, those kind
and sympathetic  letters that were
sent her during her fight for love and
life, somehow seemed ‘to steal into
her soul and soften the pain which
was unbearable. :

Those kind angels of peace in the
form: of the nurses, were more than
adorable, , '

I was given to see the most cour-
ageous fight that was ever waged for
life. - Never once during the ten days
of suffering did that courage slack-
en.  Always the answer “I am bet-
ter,” R

When the beautiful form was laid
away and the shapely hands were
given to rest our friends ,were there.
Although not present all, the sym-
bols of love. and friendship = were
there. The flowers that were sent
carried the message of sympathy and
the memory of that sympathy will be
with us always.

From the depths of our hearts we
wish to thank all for their contribu-
tions.
E. Huff for, the message of consola-
tion.  Our undying gratitude is ex-

" | tended to Howard Baker, James:Lit-
tle and Walter Newman for the songs

they sang.  Thanks to those hands
that carried to the final resting place

our wife, mother, companion, sister,|

and friend.

Muriel and I have received some
kind letters and beautiful cards which
has helped to cheer our hearts just
a little and we want all to know that
we thank them most kindly.

While the Christmas time is here
and it is good to know that hearts
will be gladdened, we shall gaze into
the misty beygond and look for the
face that is looking this way, for in
that smile we shall find the Christ-

the land that is of love and sympathy,
In behalf of the relatives let me
thank you for your sympathy. b
' Again let me thank you for Muriel

" M. 0. Glessner, Salins, Kan.
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that the boy or girl who |-

We wish to thank Brother C.|

6026. Ladies’ Dress.

Cut in b Sizes: 84, 86, 38, 40
and 42 inches bust m e. A
88 inch size requires u yards
of 86 inch material. e under-
body re 1 yard of 82 inch
lining. o width of Dress
at the lower edge is yards.
Price 1bc. : : :

5849. Child’s Dress i
Cut irk 4GSlzea: 2,4, 6 and 8
‘wears. - year size res
9% yards of 36 inch maglejrial
together with % gnrd of con-
trasting material 1 es wide
for facing on collar. ce 16c.

. FASHION. BOOK NOTICE

Send 12¢ in silver or stamps for our
UP-TO-DATE
1927-1928 BOOK OF FASHIONS,
showing color plates, and containing
500 designs of Ladies’, isses’ and
Children’s Patterns, a CONCISE and
‘COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE ON
DRESSMAKING,  ALSO SOME
POINTS FOR THE NEEDLE (illus-
trating 30 of the various, simple
stitches) all valuable hints to the
home dressmaker.

Pattern Dept., Kansas Union Farm-
er, Salina. Kansas. Box 48.

SYSTEMATIC BURNING WILL DE-
STROY CHINCH BUGS

“While farmers of the Southwest
have destroyed millions of chinch

the past’ season, yet there are fully
as many live bugs left, right now, as
have been ' destroyed,” says H. M.
Bainer, Director, Southwestern Wheat
Improvement - Association. Continu-
ing he says, “In some sections, there
are more bugs going ‘into hibernation
this fall than usual, and if they sur-
vive the winter and are not killed by
exposura or burning, there will be a
sufficient number of them on hand
next spring to make the country lit-
erally 'alive, especially by the = time
the first and second broods appear.

“There certainly is mo profit in
growing crops to feed chinch bugs. It
is a shame to’ let this pest continue
to devour our crops when careful sys-
tematic burning of their hibernating
places will destroy 985 ‘bugs out of
every 1,000, Each~ female bug that
lives ever winter will come out next
spring ready to deposit from 300 to
500 eggs on the'wheat or oats. There-
fore, for every female that is killed
this fall or winter, there will be at
leach 150 less first-brood bugs for the
wheat or oats next spring and 10,000
less second-brood bugs for the corn
ne:t summer. {

“Good authority indicates that 98
per cent of the bugs that live over
winter will be found under clump
forming grasses, such as bunch-grass
and bluestem, in meadows, pastures,
ravines and waste places and along
fences and roads. All hiding places
of this kind should be examined and
if a humber of bugs are found, the
infested places should, by all means,
be burned before ' Christmas. = The
burning ‘should be done as soon as the
grass and weeds are dry emough. If
the burning is, completed before
Christmas, such bugs as are not de-
stroyed by ‘fire will be exposed and
will ‘die before winter is over. To kill
the largest number of bugs, it is best
fo back-fire, so as to ~burn ' slowly
against the wind. Individual farm-
ers will be benefited by burning, but
for best results, community. cam-
paigns of burning -will be far more
satisfactory.” ?

“MY BLUE HEAVEN"

It seems that'T by Natures Laws de-
“signed
Must spend my
my kind, '
Toiling from early morn till late at

night,
For fear the banker makes me pay
at sight, G
The mortgage on my implements and
. farm,' ‘
Because the bank examiner took
alarm.

life like thousands of

My crops have failed me three suc-
cessive years,
It hurts like Hell to see my wife in
- tears,
I'll maybe get a crop one year in
seven, : ;
Because out west we get too much
Blue Heaven; k
We live in hope,
. us die, P el
Goad glI;ant the city man a clear Blue
v S Ve 2k 2 i
'This oft sung song will bring the
writer money, 5
Blue Heavens will help this bee to
gather honey. .
But if the farmer gets so plum dis-
gusted and quits the farm
The songsters will be busted.
To counter this get out: the Old Tin
Lizzie, =~ ,
And 'tell your brother farmers to get
3 busy) ;
Lets organize our power
given, ;

despair may make

Divinely

Blue _Heavven.v

Let’s -oﬁgahize I say, then when we
- selly ' L /
We'll ,g;et a price that wont look

ike—~BLUE HELL, - . '
e OO

2y

.| ward, Okla.

‘I catalog " free.

FALL & WINTER |

bugs, in one way or another, during,

And thus share ‘in the city man’s
mas cheer that bids us‘ welcome, to|

o o : ~ r' i ; S sy )
' KANSAS UNION FARMER WEEKLY EXCHANGE
! If members of the Union have :nythin%ato Sell' or Exchange, they
i should advertise it in this department. Rate:
| sue.  Count words in heading, as “For Sale,” or “Wanted to Buy,”
and each initial or figure in the address. Compound words count as
two words, CASH MUST ACCOMPANY :
PARTMENT-IT WILL PAY YOU. i

i

8 cents a word per is-

9RDER—TRY THIS DE-

OLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FARMS FOR BALE

‘56 ACRE Kaw Valley Farm near Topeka ;

well improved ; house for 2000 chickens ;
large barn, stabling 10 cattle or horses;
garage; tool house: 6-room cottage, Sule
Price, $11,500; small mortgage. Write
B W. Thompson, 503 Columbian Blag,,
Topeka, Kansas,

FARMS WANTED

WANTED-~Hear from owner of good
Farm for sale. Cash price, particulars.
D. F. Bush, Minneapolls, Minn. |

FOR TABLE USH

Good Grade Spanish Peanuts Unshellcd
Raw 100 pounds $7.76. Frelght pre-
paid in Xansas. Jackson Bean Co,, Wood-

¢
HELP WANTED

A REAL JOB FOR YOU
COMPILE information for | real
concerns. No canvassing. Read news-
papers, address letters spare. time. Qualify
by sending 10c coin ,self addressed stamp-
ed envelope and’the names and addresses
of 26 people who would also like to earn
$5.00 to $10.00° dailly and CREDIT
CHECK good for $1.00' and full particu=
lars will .be malled. Address, WEST
SOUTHWEST Box 1010  Sta. C. Los
Angeles, 'Calif, d

LIVESTOCK

estate

FOR SALE—RED POLLED  BULLS,

the duall purpose cattle.

rch Calves,
g 5 Cobern = Herd

Also Percheon  Stallion.
Farm, Pomona, Kansas.

POULTRY FOR SALE

Mathis Quality Chicks, Heavy  layers.
Leadgxg breeds. $8.80 hundred up.
Mathis Farms ,l}ox. 112,
Parsons, Kansas.

FOR, SALE MAMMOTH Bronze Toms.
$8.00; Hens $6.00. 'J. P. White, Wells,
Kansas, :

SINGLE COMB ENGLISH White Leg-
horn Cockerels $1.756 each. ~Carrie Liv-
ingston, Logan, Kansas.

SEEDS FOR SALE

Frost Proof Cabbage and Onion Plants,
Open field grown. —Jersey Wakefield,
Charleston ‘Wakefield, Succession, Copen-
hagen, Flat Dutch. Postpaid: 100, $.40;
3,00.0$ .90; 500, $1.10; 1,000, $1.75; 5,000,
$7.0 ' &

Onions: Prizetaker, Yellow Bermuda,
Crystal Wax. Postpaid: 500, $.90; 1,000,
$1.26; 6,000, $6.60 ; xpress Not Prepaid:
Cabbage, $.90 thousand;  Onions, § .75,
thous(z;mi. Plantathamli selacted, well;o:g—
cd. uarantee to please or mone -
it COLONIAL

funded. Prompt shipment,
FARMS, BUNKIE, LA.

Frost Proof Cabbage and Onion Plants.
Open field grown, strong, well ‘rooted
from treated seeds. Cabbage . fifty  to
bundle ,moss to roots, labeled with vari=
ety. named, Jersey Wakefield, Charleston
Wakefield, 8uccession ,Copenhagen, Early

.and Late Dutch, Postpaid: 100, $.50; 200,

$.76; 800, $1.00; 500, $1.25; 1,000, $2.00;
5,000, $7.560., Express Collect crate twenty-
five hundred $2,50. ' S
Prizetaker, Crystal Wax and
Postpaid: 6500, $.80;
1,000, $1.26;: 6,000, $6.50. Express Col-
lect crate; 6,000, $4.50. Full . count,
prompt ‘shipment, . safe arrival ,satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Write for free Seed and
Plant Catalog. UNION PLANT COM-
PANY, TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS,

1falfa $6.00—Clover $3.50—Sudan $2.00
A.—-Mlll:tt $1.50, sacks free. If you have
any sceds to sell send sample for bid.
Meier Grain Co., Salina, Kansas.

SITUATION WANTED

ANTED—Position as Manager of Farm-
Wers Rlevator., 8 years experlencezi a hust-
ler. and not afrald to work. Address, 50
care of Unlon Farmer.

KINNEY COMMUNICATES WITH
JONAS SLICKERY AGAIN

. THIS WEEK !
The Hon, Jonas Slickery, M. C,
Washington, D. C. "
Dear Jonas: -
During the three years you have
been a member of -Congress, I have
been rather surprised that your name
‘has not been connected with the graft
and bribery rumors which have been
floating around the country. I can
not quite make up my mind whether
you have really: became honest since
you have made your pile as a Corpor-
ation Attorney, or whether it is be-
cause the big ring of grafters think
you are too small potatoes to mix in
the “juicy ‘political graft which 'is the
private property of the real politi-
cians. \
1 remember quite well when woe
were boys together back in the sand
hill days, that we caught you several
times in sharp practices which bor-
dered on dish'oneséy; and some ' Oi
your actions as a orporation Attor-
ney would not bear to close a serutiny;
g0 1 am almost convinced that it is
because the:big men in the business
have. scared you off.
I remember one time back in the
sand hills when I was working on a

Onjons:
Yellow Bermuda.

steaded a piece of land inside. our big
pasture.  He planted a patch of water-
mellons, and of course we boys. took
quite an interest in this mellon patch.
One: night when we thought the mel-
lons might be ripe, my pal and I, with-
out saying anything to the rest of the
boys concluded to make a raid on the
patch, we walked down there and en:
tered the patch, and just as we were
stooping over ‘to pick a big mellon,
about a million guns went off behind
ug, and we felt the shot strike us, but
that did not prevent us from breaking
all records for a three hundred yard
dash. You know we could feel the blood
running down our legs; but finally,
we stopped to see how badly we were
hurt, and found that the blood was
only sweat., Do you know whet had

us start, so they rode their horses and
beat us to the patch, and it was they
who did all of the shooting, They got
all of the mellons too, and they
brought the rinds. home 'with them
and rubbed them all over our faces as
we lay in bed. =~

‘Of course Jonas, I suppose the op=~
portunities for small grafting are
rpther plenty, and the chances of get-
ting caught:ave not so great, and it

tentions to these small matters and
not trying to horn in on the big deals,
You were pretty Shrewd as a boy, and
to arrive at the position which you
hold. as Corporation Attorney, you
must have rather a complete knowl-
cdge of how, to break the laws with-
out being held to account for it, and
you are probably now playing a wise
PRME, LG 50 2
. I have not, said anything in this let-

ter about the farmers and their trou-

Plbs; bus Wil write ou agaln woom, "

:," D’m“‘ Vbl’

‘| was pretty sloppy,.and it seems that

‘me. an order for a car of Union Gold

cattle ranch, 4 man came in and home-|.

‘happened, the rest of that darned
bunch ‘of hoys on the ranch had seen

may be'that you are devoting your at-:

FARMERS’ UNION
DIRECTORY

NATIONAL OFFICERS
C. 8. Barrett, Pres. ... ~Union Citg, Ga.
C., E. Huff, Vice-Pres - Salina, Kansas
A, C. Davis, Sec, ... Springfleld, Mo.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ;

C. 1. Brasted, Chm. -.... Salina, Kansus
Eaton, Colorado

.-~ Des Moines, Iowa

Rapid City, So. Dak.

Talbott ..... Jamestown, So. Dak.

KANSAS OFFICERS
RAuff, President....-Salina, Kansas
Brasted, Sec.-Treas. .. Salina, Kans,
.C. Felts, Conductor ....Lebanon, Kans.
M. V. Gates, Doorkeeper -..Logan, Kans.

DIRECTORS i
Timkin, Kansas

C. C.
C. B.
C. E.
J

John VeseckY wammecauaans
Peter Mumm...... w---Selden, Kans.
H, B. Whitaker . --.IEmporia, Kansas
Carl B. Clark .......McPherson, Kansas
R. D. Samuelson Olsburg, Kans
Farmers Union Jobbing Association
337 Board of Trade Bldg.,
Kansas City, Missourl
24§ F. U. Insurance Bldg., Salina, Kans,
Farmors Union Cooperative Produce Assn.
339 Board of Trade Bldg.,
Kangsas City, Missouri

Farmers’ Unlon Live Stock Commission
406-8-10 Live Stock Hxchg. Bldg.,

Kansas City, Mo. ;

Live Stock Exchange Bldg., Wichita, Kan.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY
‘Whereas it has pl eased the Heavenly 3
Tather, to remove from this earthly home o
Georgetta, the daughter of our belove(i
members, Mr. and Mrs. George Totten of
Snipe Creek I.ocal No. 924,

Therefore be it resolved, that we the
members of this local extend to the ‘be-
reaved family our sincere sympathy.

Be it further resolved that a copy of
these rasolutions be sent to the famlly,
and a copy be spread on the minutes ot
the local and a copy be sent to, the Kan-.
sas Union Farmer for publication, /

Alvinia Feldhausen
. Lizzie Cassidy. |
RS .

Does This Mean
Anything To You?
_ o We Have Saved i
OVER ONE MILLION DOLLARS

For Members of the Farmers Union

LETTER HEADS |
$6 PER THOUSAND °,

' ENVELOPES ¥
$5 PER THOUSAND

‘High Class Job Priuting at
Low Prices ;
THE GENERAL PRINTING CO.

Farmers Union Bldg.,
. Salina, Kansas

Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Co.
S : ‘ Fire and Hail |

- Salina, Kansas

s

Farmers’ Union Mutual Insurance Co.
Salina, Kansas
Farmers’ Unlon Auditing Association
Thomas B Dunn. 8alina
Farmers’ Unlon State Bank
: Huron  Bldg.,
Kansas' City, Kansas
Kansas Union Farmer
Salina, Kansas. . ;
Farmors’ Union Managerial Assoclation
A. M. Kinney. President, Huron, Kansas.
Miss Olive Troutman, Secretary, Kansag
City, Kansas

and ask you to introduce a bill into
Congress. for the farmers.

I noticed by the rapers, that you
are rather : boosting = Sir
Hoover for President; you are sure
to make a hit with the farmers of the
country by doing this, but why not
20 over to England and get an honest
to goodness; sure enough lord for the
place? : . S

Your old school mate, :

, A. M. KINNEY,

A FARMERS UNION PEDDLER

December 12th, First stop was at
Hiawatha where Mr. Hamlin the new
manager gave me an order for a car
of Union Gold flour and feed.. Mr.
Hamlin has been in charge of the pro-
duce department and after the death
of Mr. Knepper, he has takeh charge
of the busincss and 1 am sure he will
be. a very successful manager as he
is' a co-opefator. ;

Left Hiawatha about five o’clock tc
drive to Kansas City which I reached
safely. ' Next morning started for the
managers meeting at. Erie. .The road

every time my darned Pontiac gets 1ts
feet .wet, it begins to act up; I dug
it out of the ditch once, and Hhad to
have it pulled out once, but we arrived
in Erie in time for supper.

The, managers meeting was one of
the best we have ever held; there were,
about seventy managers and directors
there and. all were very enthusiastic.
about the Farmers Union Business,
Mr. Huff made one of his splendid
talks which always carries conviction
to his hearers; Mr. Witham, Mr. Sea-
mens, and Mr. Bullard all made good
talks. The meeting then was turned
into a round table  disé¢ussion, and
nearly all of the managers took part,
Mr, Clark of Girard, Mr. Crall ' of
Erie, Mr. . Chapman of Paola, Mr.
Thowe of Amla, Mr. Moore of LeRoy,
‘Mr. Ingle and Mr.:Dodge of Burling-
ton and many others spoke to tne
point about Farmers Union busincss
methods. It was a good ‘get-together
meeting, More than forty set down
to suppér at the Sunflower Hotel
where they were served biscuits made
from Union Gold flour, with Union
Gold butter to spread on them, so
you see we felt at hcme down there.

Left Erie Friday morning and call-
ed at Neosha Falls and went from
there to LeRoy where Mr. Moore had
an order for me for a car of Urion
‘Gold produycts. I \
Before I left Erie, Judge Crall gave

flour and feed; always get an order
from Erie. i

At Burlington, Mr. Dodge and.Mr.
Ingle gave me an order for a car of
Union ‘Gold flour and feed, and Mr.
Dodge booked for a car of Farmers
Union twine,. : S

-Called at Burlingame, and then
drove to Harveyville where Mr, Cox
booked a nice order for Twine. i

At Lyndon I booked a car load or-
der for twine, and 'had another fine
visit with Mr. Lyons, and with Mr.
Anderson in the Farmers Union bank,
I happened to have enough money to
Let out of town this time so I did
not ask to borrow any; but I am sure
that Mr, Anderson rather looks with
suspicion on all pedlers. ; |

My, Ulrey the manager at Berryton
gave me an order for ten thousand
bounds of twine, and Mr. Boyd at
Pauline an order for three thousand
five hundred.

Seen along the road. A Dodge sedan
lying in the ditch, with a man kicking
the glass out of one of the doors, I
asked him why he was doing this, and
he said, “All of the rest of the glass
got broken, and I thought they might
as well look alike.” e g .

Now I had an accidert one of those
corner of a hay wagon (One fellow

day if I had driven into any more hog
wagons) and broke the glass out of
one of the doors in the Pontiae, but
although I was mad enough to kick
the rest out, it was too'blamed cold,

and shivered:
5 A. M. Kinney. .

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY
i Whereu.our friend and brother mem-
er, Jack Humes, has been called to his
ete’f‘nall'r ward, ! Y
- Be jolved  that we the members of
o nion e ot sinserst RymIpAChY

; | extend our sincerest sympal
to the bereaved family, and s . y
‘Be it further resolved that & copy he
sent to the hersaved family, a copy ba
spread upon the minutes of our local, an
sent to the Kansas '/ﬁﬂ,‘"-‘

Herbert |

_ Price List of Local
Supplies

Farmers’ Union Song Leaf-
lets, per doOZen ..iisissesesl0C

Business Manuals, now used
instead of Ritual, each .......b¢

.Farmers’ Union Song Books
published by Jobbing Assn 20¢

Application cards ... 20 for be
Credential blanks . 10 for bc
Dimit blanks . . 16 for 10¢
Ode cards :.weme 12 for 20c
Constitutions icweeessssssinis be
Local Sec’y’s Receipt Books 26¢
Secretary’s Minute Books ....50¢ Farmers’ Union Watch Fobs 50¢
Farmers Union Buttons ........26¢ j ‘
Cash Must Accompany Order. This is Necessary to
z _in Postage and. Labor. i
WRITE C. E. Brasted,

Save Expense

Box 51, Salina, Kansas.

GRAIN and HAY ..

UNION ORGANIZATIONS GROW
'BECAUSE OF THEIR CO-OPERATIVE
. SUPPORT. . o

Whether your ‘voll_lme'is 1arge or small,
it is appreciated by ’
Farmers Union Jobbing Association
Kansas City, Missouri o

5.

=

Everlasting Team |
Work |

We realize that your good-will cannot be gained by a single
" act or by an occasional unusual service; neither can it be
‘obtained by one man or a group of men. Therefore, our en-
tire organization is co-operating to the fullest extent in an
earnest effort to merit your friendship and increased
patronage. '1 e '

SHIP TO YOUR OWN FIRM

Farmers Union Live Stock
Commission .

| Stock Yards ' Kansas City

mesncsae |

cold days, I drove into the Southwest |

had the nerve to ask me the other|

80.1 just used some strong languags

il

Stand By Those
-~ Who Are
~Standing By You

farmer-con-

We are building up a great farmer-owned and
trolled financial institution.

‘It is 'furnishing life insurance to farh\eré at cost, and it is
using the money they pay in premiums for their benefit and
theirs alone. o : hos

Isw't such an in}étitution worth the support, moral and i
nancial, of the farmers in the middle west? A ‘

Free qukiet descriptii'e of the compiny will be sent ﬁpo_n :

request.'. o - » :

Farmers Union Mutual Life

~ Insurance Company
 HOME OFFICE—DES MOINES, 10WA

e
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states. Our position colors our
ports reflect their convictions.)

PEN PICTURES OF THE NA-
. TIONAL CONVENTION °
Here is the way it looked to
Editor Herron, of Nebraska. If
the reader will keep in mind the
« fact that for several years Ne-
braska has somewhat bitterly op-
posed President Barrett, and that
all of Bro. Herron’s contacts
during the .convention were w.ith
those who were .opposing = him,
that harsh and bitter things were
said, and that his group was de-
feated at every turn, it will help
in understanding his view. We
believe it is a sincere and con-
scientious presentation of the
convention as Bro. Herron saw it.
It did not look quite like this to
this ‘editor.. If our membership
reads all of these articles they
will have a broader and clearer .
view of the convention than the *
membership in any other state,
probably. « It is probable that the
Nebraska members, for instance, |
will ‘get ne.other report than that
which the press carvied, and this
in their own paper, the Nebraska

Union Farmer.

OLD REGIME WINS IN NATIONAL
UNION CONVENTION

Newspapers have carried the report
that the ¥armers Union national or-
ganization split in. the 23rd annual
conventionm, held in Des Moines, Iowa,
November 15, 16, and 17. That is

-not strictly accurate.  John Simpson,
resident of the Oklahoma Farmers

nion, probably expressed the feel-
ing of the majority: of the insurgents
when he said that it was a waste of
money to pay dues to the national or-
ganization under the present leader-
ship, and that the money could be
used to better purpose by the State
Unions, But any question of with
drawing from the National
. must be decided by the state conven-
tions, not by the ‘delegates who at-
tended the convention in Des Moines.

The Nebraska ‘delegation made a
supreme effort to get a new deal in
the national organization. Kansas
could have turned the tide, but the
delegates from that state weve pre-
viously lined up for Mr. Barrett.
' Tuesday evening it was rumored that
-Mr. Barrett niight be persuaded to re-
tire voluntarily, and ' thus release
pledged delegates. But he.did not
lchoose to retire, nor did his backers
choose to have him do. so.

. Four Insurgent States

Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Dakso-
ta, and Illinois were the states that
supported E. M. Pollard of Nebraska
‘for national president. If these states
should decided not to participate ‘in
the\ National Union ‘next. year, it
would leave the nationa lorganization
in bad straits, for nearly, if not quite;
half its revenue would be cut off. The
administration forces would then be
in the position of winning all the bat-
tles and losing the war. At the close
of ‘the convention the administration
forces were very much more worried
than the insurgents.

Th_ere was a strong feeling among
the insurgents that they represented
more actual members to whom cards
had been issued than did the victor-
lous -administration group. Repre-
sentation . should . be based on cards
actually issued, -and ‘not' on' dollars
paid in. And evendivhere all the
money paid in comes from dues, there
1s a (_:hgnce to pad representation by
figuring dues for one quarter only, at
6% cents per member, rather than for
Ehe whole year at 25 cents per.mem-

er,

The Farmers Union Band of Ba-
tavia, Iowa, and the Hackney Har-
mony Hounds of Kansas,  a male
_quartet, furnished good music through-
out the convention, p

Following is:a sort of motion pic-
ture of the .convention, showing, as
nearly as possible in the limited space
available, just what happened.

; *The Opening Session

For the first time, therve is no dif-
ference of opinion as to:the' condition
of -agriculture, Milo Remno, president
of the Iowa Farmers Union, declared,
following' the official welcome to'the
city of Des Moines extended by Mayor
Hunter. . Even the Chamber of Com-
merce. of the United States has ad-
mitted that agriculture is under ‘a
handicap. ' It is now only a question
of methods. The issue is peasantry
or -independence. . The solution ‘can-
not. be ‘delayed.

No remedy has heen: proposed by
any other agricultural group that
touches the heart of the problem, Mr.
Reno said. The Farmers Union has
taken its stand for cost of production.
Farmers are entitled mot only to the
comforts and luxuries enjoyed by
other classes, but also to the same
culture. “Anyhody who doesn’t think
that way,” he challenged, “is ready to
put on peasant’s shoes, for he already
has a peasant’s heart.” :

. Organization Imperative

Mr. Reno said he believed in legis-
lation, but that it is of no use with-
organization. Farmers constitute less
‘than one-third of the voting class;
therefore, they do not have. the vot-
ing power, « Until they have a class-
conscious organization, they will get

... ~no relief.» Labor has got what it
. wanted, not by’ voting, but by organ-
"izing its® services.  In spite of dis-
counting legislation as a remedy, Mr,
Reno said he hoped the' convention
-;v_(liluld indorse the .McNary-Haugen

ill, ; i

Progress comeg not from achieve-
- ments, but from mistakes, Mr. Reno
declared in closing, Farmers have a
right to make mistakes and be mis<
taken. Farmers should be glad to be
assured of this right, said C. E. Huff,
‘president. of the ' Kansas Favmers
' -Union, in responding, for up to this
time the right to he mijstaken is the
right they have used most. = °
i ' War on Co-operatives '

Mr. Huff devoted his time chiefly)

to reading and commenting on a let-
ter alleged to have been sent out by
a group of inferests that handle and
process farm products, calling an

~ Pen Pictures of the National

-rett-Davis administration, :

Union |

———

judgment.

these - old-line = business intevests
against the farmers’ co-operatives.
The letter called ' co-operation ‘a
“menace to invested capital” particu-
larly if given any sort -of govern-
mental aid or protection.

With this kind of a threat hanging
over the farmers, Mr. Huff reckon-
ed it was no time for Farmers Union
people to be bickering among them-
selves. “We've got to play the big
game,” he declared. ‘“We must stick

feated and discredited.”

To . those ‘“in the know’’ the read-
ing of this letter was not a surprise,
for it had been reported in the lob-
bies the evening before that Mr. Huff
was slated to do this job in an effort
to quell insurgency against the Bar-

A speech in favor of the McNary
Haugen bill was made Tuesday. aft-
ernoon by William Hirth of the Mis-
souri Farmers’ Association, who was
in Des Moines to attend the meeting
of the Corn Belt Federation of Farm
Organizations, held the day before.
He expressed the belief that the Mc=
Nary-Haugen bill will be passed this
winter, and carried ‘over the presi-
dent’s head if he vetoes it again..

Nebraska Has Most Membkrs

The report of the credentials com-
mittee showed 26 delegates present
from 14 states, with 99 votes. Each
vote is supposed to represent 1,000
members. . In addition, there were
six officers and directors, each with
one vote, giving a total of 105 votes.
Nebraska had four delegates with 19
votes. Our delegates were Geo. Lar-
sen, ‘Emil Becker, J. D. Reynolds,
and H. L. Click. All of the Nebras-
ka Union board members: attended
the convention.

President . Barrett's Report
President Barrett gave his annual
report Wednesday morning. He
spent most of the time: telling about
the conferences held in January and
early November this:-year between L.
J. Taber, national master of the
Grange; Sam Thompson, . president
of the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, and himself. .In these con-
ferences, they compared the resolu-
tions adopted by the three organiza-
tions and found many things in com-
mon.

But they could not agree on:farm-
relief . legislation.  Mr. = Thompson
was bound by his organization to sup-
port the McNary-Haugen bill, with
the equalization fee. 'Mr. Taber was
committed by his organization to the
export debenture plan. Mr. Bar-
rett said he did not consider that the
Farmers Union had taken a definite
stand, so he told the representatives
of the other organizations that if
they would get together they could

along. © ;

In every income-tax case he had
handled for a Farmers Union busi-
ness association, Mr. Barrett boasted
he not only got a reduction, but got
the whole thing thrown out. ‘‘They
have thrown out every single blessed
penny of every single blessed case I
have taken before the tax-appeals
board,” he cried.

In the past year, he traveled farth-
er than ever before, and was never at
home more than a day and a half at
a time. He poured oil on many trou-
bled waters and-got an increase’in
the tariff on garden seeds. This com-
pleted his record of ~achievements
for the year. 7 ;

Ran Behind Financially ;
Contrary to his usual custom, Sec-
retary Davis did not fqrnish copies
of his financial report this year. Con-
sequently we can give here .only a
few figures taken down = while Mr.
Davis read rapidly. = Total receipts
for the year amounted to $36,200.58.
The year was started with,a surplus
of $10,622.72, and the cash on hand
before paying the expenses of the
Des Moines ' convention was §8,-
459.80. B
. The largest sum paid. in bx any
state organization was $4,499.60 by
Nebraska, followed by $3,889.69 by
‘Kansas; $3.325.00 by Iowa; $2,096.88
by: Oklahoma, and lesser amounts by
other states. The total cost of the
president’s department, including sal-
ary of $5,000.00, was $9.419;33.

The Directors’ Report’

The report of the board of direc-
tors was devoted almost wholly ' to
the situation in Illinois: and in Wis-
consin, In northern Illinois, Mr, Reno
and other leaders of the Iowa Farm-
ers ‘Union took ovel what was left
‘of ‘a small organization known as the
National Farmers Union and got a
state charter for it under the name
Farmers. Educational and  Co-opera=
tive. Union of America—in spite of
the fact that there was in southern
Illinois a regularly-charterved - sfate
division ‘of the Farmers Educational
and Co-operative Union of Awmerica.

This case ‘was carried over  from
last year. The board reported that
efforts to bring the two groups to-
gether had failed because the north-
ern group refused to confer further.
Only the southern and original group
is recognized by the national organ-
ization, but :the northern group con-

ognition. ) j
Last March the national board
placed the organizing work in Wis-
consin, Minnesota, and North Dakota
in_charge of a committee called the
‘Northwest Committee. In the sum-
mer, 3 'group of members in Wiscon-
sin ‘withdrew from the jurisdiction of
‘this. committee and incorporated the
Farmers Educational and Co-opera
tive. Union of Wisconsin. ‘

. A meeting of the board to consider
this ‘matter was ‘held in
Wis., 6n September 12. At that meet-
ing, the board refused to indorse the
action of those who incorporated the
Wisconsin organization, and declared
the state open territory, but urged the
Northwest Committee to refrain from
entering the state for organizing pur-’

. “goriculural trades'economic confer-
'5‘3' in the Palmer House, Gm
TRETHAR A0y LRLTe b0 OnATINe
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poses. ;

together, or. we will be utterly de-|

count on the Farmers Union going|

tinues in spite of lack of official rec-|.

Augusta, |

: Mi&.’lﬂhrnt in Gasoling
- By Wednesday, afternoon some of

o

Convention

0

the committees were ready to report.
The first one “to bat” was the com-
mittee on co-operative gasoline and
oil companies, headed 'by Emil Becker
of Nebraska. . This reports aroused
keen interest and started a lively dis-
cussion, which was the only discus-
sion of the actual operation of a ‘co-
operative enterprise that took place
on the convention floor. After last-
ing a few minutes, it was. closed to
continue grinding the grist.
Committee reports came along in a
steady stream and were adopted with-
out discussion. By this hasty method,
the convention adopted the report: of
the railio committee, which Gectared
that “The radio is the only means
through which farmers can get their

fmessage to the people,” thus ignoring

the organization papers entirely. This
report -also indorsed, by name, a pri-
vate prune,peddling radio station at
Muscatine, Iowa,

An impressive memorial ‘for = the
late John Tromble, president of the
Kansas Farmers Union and a mem-
ber of the board of directors of the
national organization, was held in the
course of the afternoon. Appropriate
music was rendered by the band and
quartet. The memorial vesolution was
read b_y President Huff of Kansas.

Life Insurance Strikes Snag

T}!e committee on. life ' insurance
consisted of Milo Reno, president’ of
the “Farmers Union Mutual Life In-
surance Company, and ' one other
Iowa delegate, and the report, which

A

unqualifiedly indorsed this company, |

was read by Mr. Reno. -

: Wh_er_1 the report had been read, A.
C. Millington of Nebraska, a visitor
in the convention, asked Mr. Reno if
the company confined itself to Farm-
ers Union members. Mr. Reno coun-
tered by asking if the State Exchange
in Nebraska or the Live Stock Com-
missions  confined themselves to
members only. :

. The "insurance company must ful-
fill its contracts with its policyhold-
ers whether they are members of the
Fa\_rmers Union or' not. ‘He didn’t
f‘hmk thg question was so significant.

The. Life Insurance Company will
be right here and doing businesé,”
he declared, “as long as there is an
intelligent farmer left in the United
‘States.” g

Mr. Millington said he knew that|

the by-_law_s of the company permit-
ted writing insurance for non-mem-
bérs, bt declared that when Mr.
Reno and Mr. Kizer appeared before
the State Union board in Nebraska a
year ago last spring ‘they promised
that they would not write insurance
in _Nebraska- for any but' Farmers
Union members. 'Mr. Reno deniad
that he had-said they would write in-
sut]'ance for Farmers Union members
only, : :
Reno Was Belligerent ;

Thoroughly angry by this time,
Mr. Reno made a bitter attack upon
Nebraska, and particularly upon M.
M_cCarthy for his-article on the Iowa
Life Insyrance Company in the Ne-
braska Union Farmer for November
9. He used the short and ugly word
for falsehood. . Mr. McCarthy, he de-
clared, was manager of ‘an’ old-line
stock corporation. s
A little group in Nebraska was try-
ing to run things, and Albert Fick-
ler had been deposed as manager of
the Farmers Union Live Stock Com-
mission - of . Sioux City because he
would not:submit. * He invited any
of the Nebraska- bunch to come to
his office, and if they couldn’t settle
the matter sitting down, they might
standing up.’ ;

“I have no desire to put this con-
troversy on a pugilistic basis, as Mr.
Reno has suggested,”’ J. W. Bath-
eller, president of the South Dakota
Farmers Union, said. “What I want
to know is whether the national or-
ganization has any control over this
company. It bears our name, but it
can tell us to go to Halifax.”

McCarthy Makes Reply
Mr. McCarthy asked to  be recog-

‘nized: The life insurance lobby; con-

sisting of numerous agents, attempt-
ed to shout him down. President Bar-
rett was tangled in the parliamentary
gituation. Finally he recognized Mr.
McCarthy. = - ‘ -

“Nebraska has a Farmers Union
paper that'is unbridled,”” Mr. McCar-
thy began.  ‘‘Perhaps that is the rea-
son why Nebraska has a larger mem-
bership than any other state. In that
paper I had a little article, about a
‘half column long, which has aroused
Mzr. Reno." He is a big man, but. he:
may be mistaken in this.”

Mr. McCarty. then went on  to
show that the life insurance agents in
Nebraska are not co-operators, and
that they have been going about ‘in
the state causing dissention. . “We
don’t know how. much harm they
have already done, but Nebraska will
oppose this sort of thing as long as
there is any Farmers Union there,”
he declared. . ; :

“Shoot the leaners,” was the sug-
gestion of C. C. Talbott of North Da-|
kota, with a menacing glance toward
the section where the Nebraska vis-
itors were seated. He referred to tha
‘letter read by Mr. Huff = Tuesday
morning, and demanded that the con-
vention quit quarreling and get dowa
to. business. ; S
Life Insurance Vote Divided.
The *“aye” and ‘“no”. vote on  the
adoption of the report of the life in-
surance committee left some doubt,
and division was called fer. On &
rising vote, the report was adopted,
tte.division as announced by Secre-
tary Davis ‘being 14 to 7.  The four
delegates = from. ~Nebraska  voted
against adoption, but:Mr. Keeney, sit-
ting in the .convention as'a member
of the national board’of directors, did
‘note vote either way. T

The report of the committee ‘on
legislation, of which Mr. Keeney of
Nebraska was chairman, was adopted
as a whole, instead
method of considering each proposal
separately. Had this report been con-
sidered  section by section, the Me-
Nary-Haugen ~indorsement = would
doubtless - have met with opposition,
as some of the delegates were op-
PoNR MM | v e

¥

‘retary Jardine.says—

to $14.50.

of by ‘the usual

. THE KANSAS UNION FARMER, JANUARY b5, 1928

(We shall give to our readers the pictufés of the Convention as drawn by editors in other — ==
These nfen are all honest in their repQrts, but the re-

FARMERS UNION LIVE STOCK
el COMMISSION

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 29.—Best
wishes for the new Year. May it see
your hopes fulfilled, and may it be
rich in successful accomplishments
of your highest aims. ‘

STEERS: The usual light run for
Christmas week. = Market was very
good Monday and Tuesday, but de-
clined Wednesday and is about
steady today. All classes of cattle
are selling 50 cents to $1.25 higher

than the low time. Packers still want|

cattle with weight, high class very
scarce. Some shortfeds wkighing
1250 to 1300 pounds sold readily this
week at $14.00 to $14.75. Cattle

‘weighing 1100 to 1200 pounds sell

mostly at $12.00 to.$18.50, and 1000
to 1100 pound weights at $11.50 to
$18.00. These prices are for cattle
fed 50 to 70 days. WE SOLD 60
day cattle Wednesday at $12.75,
weighing ' 1040 pounds. WE ALSO
SOLD cattle weighing 1160 lbs. to-
da at $13.25. Yearlings very scarce,
no finished ones coming. ¢
STOCKERS & FEEDERS:
class very scarce.
everything selling this week at strong
to higher prices. v
COWS, HEIFERS, MIXED YEAR-
LINGS & BULLS: Killing cows and
heifers advanced 25 to 50 cents Mon-
day and Tuesday, but with heavier
receipts than expeected the past two
days 10 to 15 cents has been lost.
Choice heavy cows still in good de-
mand at $8.50 to $9.00, fair to good
$6.00 to $7.50, cutters $5.50, can-
ners $5.00.. Choice fat heifers 10 to
11 cents, bulk §$8.50 to $9.50.. ' It
looks like she stuff:will be scarce all
winter and we do not predict lower
markets, unless it would be next
week. Stock cows and heifers steady
for the week.. Bulls also steady.
CALVES: ' Fat ‘calves $1.00 to
$1.50 higher for the week, top veals
$11.50, bulk $9.00 to $10.50, canner
veals around $6.50. = Fat medium
weight and heavy killers $9.50 = to
$10.50. :Good demand for fat cal-
ves weighing 450 to 550 lbs., which
sell :at $10.50 to $11.50. Stock cal-
ves steady. : :
- HOGS: "“Market steady to strong
today, top $8.45 for choice 225s to
290s. -~ Bulk 190s- to' 300s $8.25 to
$8.40. , 140s to 180s $7.75 to $8.20.
Packing sows $6.75 to $7.65. Stags
$6.50 to $7.50. Stock pigs $7.50 to

$8.00. i : :

.SHEEP AND LAMBS: Market 25
lower for the ' week, ‘top western
lambs today bringing $12.85, num-
erous bunches at $12.25 to $12.50.
Native top $12.00.. Fat ewes $5.50
to $6.00.  Culls, canners and bucks
1.t0-3 cents.

Market next Monday, same as us-
ual.  Banks will close, however.:
FARMERS UNION LIVE STOCK

COMMISSION

This

SECRETARY JARDINE SEES CAT-
TLE SHORTAGE !

Honorable: 'W. M. Jardine, Secre-
tary of Agviculture in a statement
issued Dec. 27th, declares prices for
cattle are not unduly high. A cattle
shortage has resulted from six years
of ruinously low prices, the Secre-
tary believes. = Slaughter has exceed-
ed produection to such an extent that
the United States is. 11,000,000 head
or 17 per cent short of the number
of head Seven years ago. Discuss-
ing the future cattle outlook, “’Sec-

“It looks very.-much
supplies during the first half of 1928
would be ‘smaller than in 1927 ‘or in
any other year in the last five inas-
much as shipments .of stocker and

feeder cattle into the Corn Belt since

July 1,1927, were over: 16 per cent
smaller than last year, and 28 per
cent below the b5-year average. * *
Supplies of all cattle for slaughter
during each of the next two years
will probably be small as compared
with any of the last’ four years.”

This" is valuable information for
live stock growe?®s and coming from
the highest official in the U. S. Dept.
of Agriculture it may be taken as a
picture of real conditions in the cat-
tle trade. ~Save this letter..

Steers Continue Advance

Light runs put our. steer trade
back to the high point and the only
reason we have not had a $19.00 top
this week is quality steers are not
coming.. Our run has been largely
stuff fed 70.to 120 days. $18.00
paid today for 1400 lb. stuff and
$17.25 for 1350 Ib steers.. Bulk of
short-fed steers $12.00 to $15.50.
Buyers are cautious on steers that
weigh under 1100 lbs. ' as they want
feeders to finish these cattle and put
some weight and flesh  on them.

‘Weighty cattle active all week.

Butcher Stock at High Point

Small supply of butcher. stock put
prices ‘back to high point. Canners
$5.25-$5.40. Cutters . $5.60-$5.90
best at $6.00. - Beef cows $6.75-8.60
some good cows $8.50 to $9.50 and
Kosher cows $10900 to $11.00. Heif-
ers are higher, bulk $8.00 to $10.00
and’ choice yearlings quotable $13.50
Feeding heifers $6.50 to-
$7.00.  Bologna bulls $7.25 to $7.75
best: $8.25. - Butcher bulls taking in
heavies $8.50  to $9.50. Yearlings
up to $12.00. Calves to packers, $12
to $13, outsiders $13,50 to $15,

. Hogs Hold Steady ol

With 47,000 hogs today, market is
generally steady, top $8.80 and bulk
of 210 to 300 pounders selling from
$8.50 to $8.75. 160 to 200 1bs worth
$8.80 to $8.556 and 140 to 160 kinds
$8.00" to $8.40. Packing sows gen-
erally from $7.85 to $7.65 with light
sows $7.75 to $7.90. Pigs $7.50 to
$7.76, strong-weights up to $8.00.
The trade showed a shade of weak-
ness on butcher weighing 250 pounds
and up while the medium. weights
were steady. Shipping demand add-

‘ed strength to our light hog trade

and these sold from 10 to 15¢ high-
er with spots.as much as a quarter
higher. The Farmers Union has
made some record sales this week. On
Wednesday Farmers Union handled
nearly three times as many carloads
as the largest old:line firm at Chi-
cago yards and led the market by

twenty three cars of hogs. -Fﬂm&rﬁ U i,, o SQMIS
42} Irm—get full| Union Stock Yards
s m' h‘ﬂ‘ndglm, u’ll' on' D ,.5..1[ 1927,

Union is your own firm—

Yards'cleaned up, |

as if cattle.

| Deparir;ent of Pf&tical Co-Operation

partment for One Cent per word per

ALLEN COUNTY - |

FAIRLAWN LOCAL NO, 2158 i
Meets the second and fourth Monday
of each month. Glen Thompson, Sec.

GOLDEN VALLEY LOCAL NO. 2157
Meets the first and third Wednesday of
each month, H, V. Adams, Sec.

LIBERTY LOCAL NO, 2148%¢°¢
Meets the second and fourth Friday ot
the month, Ray Wilson, See¢.

SILVER LEAF LOCAL NO. 2156%*¥*
Meets the 2nd ‘and 4th Wednesday
of each month. Mrs. M. A. Fender, Sec.

DIAMOND LOCAL NO. 2081%%**

Meets the second and fourth Friday of
each month. Mrs, R, C, Parish, Sec.

ALLEN CENTER LOCAL NO. 2155
Meets the first and third Tuesday ot
each month. *rs. Jno. Page, Sec'y.

FAIRVIEW LOCAL NO. 2154%%**
‘Meets the first and third Wednesday
nights of each month. Mrs. -~ Chas, L.
Stewart, Sec'y.

ANDERSON COUNTY
LIZTOWN LOCAL NO. 2064, ;
Meets every second and fourth Wednes-
day of each month. Mrs. A, W. Wil-
liams, * Sec. :

% CHASE COUNTY
COTTONWOOD VALLEY LOCAL NO,
]833.“‘ 3 ¢

Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month, L. K. Graham, Sec. . ;

CHERORKEE COUNTY
NEUTRAL LOCAL NO. 2108%*°** s
© Meaots: the first Tuesday of each month.
C: A. Atkinson, Seoretary.
OWSLEY LOCAL NO. 2004%***
Meets first and third Thursday of each
month. - Joe Farner, Sec.’

! CLAY COUNTY
FOUR MILE LOCAL NO. 1128****
Meets on the first Tuesday of each
month. -G. W. Tomlinson, Secy.

i COFFEY COUNTY
SUNNYSIDE LOCAL NO. 2144****
Meets on the second Wednesday .of each
month, Mrs, H. B. Lusk, See. 4

COWLEY COUNTY
BBEAVER LOCAL NO, 1558

week.

DOUGLAS COUNTY
CARGY LOCAL NO. 2136****
Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each
month. R, I, Tutcher, Sec,
FRANKLIN LOCAL NO 1532.
Meets the first Friday of each month.
Mrs, I'rank Topping, Sec.

. ELLSWORT COUNTY
ADVANCE LOCAL NO, 1889%¢%**
Meets on the first Monday of = each
month. ¥, F. Svoboda, Sec'v.
LIBERTY LOCAL NO. 925**°**
Meets every first and third Monday of
each month. Hd Mog. Sec'y
TRIVOLI LOCAL No. 1001 ®®***
Meets the first Monday evening in each
month, W. H, Fleming. Sec'y
ELLIS COUNTY
FAYS LOCAL NO. 864%%**
Meets the first Friday in each month,
alternating Pleasant Hill at 7:30 in the
evening with Hays Court House at
2:00 in the afternoon. Frank B. Pfeifer
Sec'y. ;
EXCELSIOR LOCAL NO. 608****
. Meets the first and third Monday of
each month.  Joseph L. Weber, Sec.
PLEASANT 'VALLEY LOCAL NO. 1804
Meets the first and third Monday o
each month.. Frank Reitmeyer, Sec'y.
» GRENN.WOOD COUNTY
NEAL LOCAL No. 1313°%°°**
.-Meets the second and fourth Friday of
each month. ' J. C. Graves. Sec.
SOUTH VERDIGRIS LOCAL 1498 2
Meets every second Friday night. H. L.
Soule, sec.

GOVE'COUNTY
PARK LOCAL NO, 909%***
Meets the last Saturday of each month.
Jas. ‘Hein, Sec'y.

‘ JEWELL COUNTY. ‘
PLEASANT VALLEY ' LOCAL - NO.
- ]309‘..‘
Meets, the, tirst and third Wednesday
of each month.Wm. T. Flinn, Sec.
JOHNSON COUNTY
SHARON LOCAL NO. 1744 *°***

Meets the last Friday evening of each
month. Mrs. Gussie K. DeVault, Sec'y.
LINN COUNTY

BUCKEYR LOCAL NO. 2073¢%**

We are .changing the policy of this' department, beginning the first of the year. The Meeting Notices that
have appeared here to fore were 100% locals for 1926. At this time we are showing only ‘those that are 100% for
1927.. All 100% locals for 1927 that wish their meeting notice to be published will receive this service free of
charge. Locals that are not paid up in full but want their meeting notice

published can have space in this de-

MARSHALL COUNTY
SUMMIT LOCAL NO. 859%**¢
Meeting second and fourth Wednesday
night each month. Nels Samuelson, See.
BREMEN LOCAL NO. 2122
Meets the first Wednesday of each
month, T, C. Pralle, Sec.
BLUE VALLEY LOCAL NO. 781 !
Meets 1st and 8rd Mondays of each
month. = Chas, Musil, Sec.

" MITCHELL COUNTY

PLUM CREEK LOCAL NO. 460
Meets the first Friday of each month
at Plum Creek school house. F. A.

OTTAWA COUNTY ’
SAND CREEK LOCAL NO. 462%%*®

the month, Walter Lott,

GROVER LOCAL NO. 108.
Meets every other Wednesday
Anna Bremerman, Sec.

RILEY COUNTY

ROCK ISLAND LOCAL NO. 11:9%¢8*
Meets the first Tuesday evening of the
month. ' Geo. Trumpp, Seec. .

GRAND VIEW LOCAL NO. 1214¢¢s9¢ "
Meets on Friday night every two weeks,
Esther Shorman, Sec. BB
} RUSH COUNTYX

SAND CREEK LOCAL NO. 804°%%»

D Meets. the first and third Friday of
each month. A. R. Wilson, See.

" SMITH COUN®Y

OAK CREEK: NO. 1185%****

Meets at Stuart on the second Mone

s day of each month. H. J. Schwars,
ec'y.

Sec.
night.

STAFFORD COUNTY

UNION LOCAL NO. 2019%*¢+* v
Meets the second and fourth Friday of
each month, J, W. Batchman, Sec.

i TREGO COUNTE.

VODA LOCAL NO, 748. i
Meets the fourth Friday in . every
month. Alfred Rensmeyer, Sec.-Treas.

WABAUNSEE COUNTY

FREEMONT 'LOCAL NO. 2014*¢*°**
Meets the first and third Friday of the
month, A, W. Eisenmenger, Sec.
month. A, W. Esenmenger, Sec.

IERYNK LOCAL NO. 1427

 Meets the first and third Monday nights
each month. Mrs. Don Berrie, Sec.
\ oy

Meets the  first' Wednesday night of
each month.” Roy EEmmons, Sec.

each month. Henry Eden, Sec,

ROY SCHMIDT WOULD SLIP UP
-~ ON- THE FARMERS FROM THE
- FAR SIDE

Mr, C. E. Huff, Pres.,

Farmers Union, Kan, Div.
Salina, Kansas.

Dear Bro: .

I hardly know how to head this let-
ter or article. I-might suggest you
do this for me, provided you see fit
to publish it.  However, if you do

bodily harm by cause of it.

First of all, let- me say that I do not
intend to offer any-criticism of you
or your associates. I am going to
write of the Union and its work as I
see it. Bk

We all know the: membership has
fallen off to ‘'some extent in time past
but it is slowly gaining again. Natur-
ally, we wonder why it fell off in face
of the fact that the farmers plight is
worse than ever before. I am going
to give my reasons and while I know
sonie will say I am wrong, let them
so say, through your paper-or ours,
what ever we want to call.it.—

I believe we are losing membership
because we are trying to educate the
wrong persons. We are expending
our:money and time upon the farm-
ers and I believe it could be spent to
better advantage upon someone else.
“Who,” you will ask.. I will answer.
“The consumer of our products.”

“Absurd, foolish, crazy,” will Le
‘the comment upon this statement. Al-
right, let us see. : i

‘Now, I am going to ask a ques-

is to get'a crowd of farmers to at-
tend a Union meeting ?” I believe you
have because you have ‘belonged to
the Union for a long time. I know,
I have, and I am going to cite two
instances, s ; G

About a year and a half ago, Sen-
ator Smith Brookhart delivered an ad-
dress at Wamego, Kansas, In poing
of size, Wamego had the largest crowd
I ever saw at a picnic, except on=,
The: Senator, as we all know, is a
famous man in more ways than one.
Did the people crowd each other to
‘hear him? = No, they did nothing of
the kind. Not one in twenty took the
trouble to listen to him and I think
him ‘to be one of the best speakers I
ever heard, and yet, many and many
a farmer passed him up in favor of
the: Merry-Go-Round and Base Ball
game, Why?

A few days ago Milo Reno, Iowa’s
Union president, was advertised to.
make a speech in « Hiawatha, The
County Union spent money and time
advertising this fact and by right, ex-
pected a’'large ¢crowd out to hear him.
Did they come and listen. No, they
did not. 'About twenty took the time
to listen to him. Why? ;
¢ Is it because the farmer has lost
faith in organization? Is it because

it because the Union ‘has not tried to
tell them we' need to do the things

A

publish it, I do hope you suffer no'

tion. “Do you not notice how hard ity

he. does not, see the need for it? Is|

You well might say, “if you know
so-much, tell us the secret.” Alright,
here goes even if T am shot for it.
We have told him so much that he
is tired of hearing us tell it.  Why?
Remgmber the old song; “Tell me the
old, old story.” We have heen doing
so for many years and ‘he . thinks,
“what is the use.” Maybe you wonder
where I get my ideas? - From ‘the
farmer: himself. S

Pick your speaker, advertise as
much as you like, I will bet anything
that any place or any time you will
not get the crowd you got five years
ago. Ask a farmer or anyone to at-
tend the meeting and nine out of every
ten will say, (provided he tells you
the truth): “Why should I go listen
to that fellow tell me: 'something I
know better than he does. ‘Why
should I listen to him recite a lot of
things we are going through right
now ?- ‘Haven’t I heard this from all
sides for so long I can repeat half of
his speech? ' You bet I ¢an and when
ever the Union will come along with
‘something different I will gladly lis-
ten and not before.” ‘ '

He will also say this. “I knows we
could organize and Pool our stuff and
have orderly marketing. We could
control the price of products and make
the man who processes our products
and puts them on the market, pay us
a big price. ~But how would that
benefit us? We would: be in a worse
plight than ever ,were we to do.so,
because all we gained in price would
be absorbed in the raise in price of
the finished: product.
man would pay a lot more for his liv-
ing and we would come in for more
abuse than ever.” To prove my con-
tention, go ‘into a place of: business
and demur at the price asked for some
article raised upon the farm. ' This is
what you will be'told. “The producer
is getting so much for his products
heavily for the goods in: question:
the  manufacturer has to charge us
We, as retailers, must live, so we
must charge a profit, as no ‘business
can live that runs at a loss, This is
why you must pay so-much for your
living.” If you do not believe- this,
go into the city and ask.

Can you blame the workingman for
believing such rot? No. ‘Why does
he’ not know better? = Because the
Press shapes his opinions. . Is’ the
Press fair to the . producer?: No.
Why ? Because it is not good business
to be so. Why? We all know every
newspaper of any size depends upon
its advertising for its ‘dividends, to
|its stockholders. - Would any business
man’ advertise in a paper that said
the reason for high prices was be-
cause the manufacturer, the whole-
saler and the jobber were exacting a
too heavy profit from the farmer and
consumer ? ' Assuredly not. ‘
Does the average farmer think the
McNary-Haugen Bill, if put into prac-
tice, would help him? A very few do.

'we have advocated? No, it is not the.
| reason. ‘

The working-

nor for eon-

rest do not know very thuch, if any-
thing at all, about the measure, and
care less.' Let us see why so many
think this measure is no good. First
and' last, they think it some form of
price fixing. Naturally, from the

Hoover and his $2.00 wheat, the farm-
er is not going to take kindly to any-
thing that smacks of ‘price fixing.
Whether or not the Bill is a price fix-
ng measure, we need not debate, but
one thing we can rest assured of in
any event, whatever measure ever is

work and we farmers actually get a’
better price for our products, just
that soon would speculation in farm
land begin ‘and the gain in price
would soon be 'absorbed ‘in " higher
prices for everything. Lo

Looks pretty dark, does it not. I
think so and I believe it does to- you.
So, you will ask me, “what would you
proposg¢ doing?” I have already an-
swered, educate the consumer. “What

will say this.
because of the, fact nearly every na-
tion.united against. her and put her
and her dreams in their place.. Can
we expect to win our fight alone?
Never. We must enlist some one to
help " us.
that? - Educate the consumer as to
our aims and objects. - Show them we
have a real cause and we can win and
not hefore, ;

Until we can control the retail price
of the finished product we need never
hope to get anywhere .“How,”:you
will ask. - Naturally, there is only one
way. Process our own products. “Im-
possible.” So? Well you have put up

ing house, ‘every mill, every railroad
and everything else. You have furn-
ished the money sll' the way through

to the property. You furnished him
‘the products also. §

fellows take me to a trimming for my
ideas. - I promise you all if you wiil
write ‘out ‘your ideas no matter what,

will the rest of the members.
an idea as to how we could educate
the consumer and will “write it, pro-
vided sor.e of you will take the time
to write out your comments on my
letter. I am sure Mr. Huff will print.
them and we might at last hit upon
some plan whereby we could :build up
the Union.. What say you? ,
Ry ROY SCHMIDT.
(This post script is confidential, ‘so
please don’t read it. Editor.) :

‘P. S. If you print this letter, Mr,
Huff, I want to reserve the right to
reply to Brasted, Miller, Bullard and
Kinney because they will take keen
delight in taking my hide off in great
chunks. I have heard their opinions
about my plan several times.
why I'am appealing to the members,

_o_So

to the Union. .
; Sheep Trade Lower
Heavy runs this week have smash-
ed lamb prices and lost most of the
advance last “‘week. . Today with 21,-
000 on sale (packers having 9,000
direct) our market is sluggish. Best
handyweight fed lambs selling from
'$13.00 to $13.50, and bids on heavy
lambs ranging ‘from 90 to 100 lbs.,
anywhere from $12.25 to $13.00. Fat
ewes $6.00 to $6.75. Write ' for
‘Farmers Union special sheep letter.
. Wishing you a Prosperous and
Happy New Year. =~ = .. = '
FARMERS UNION LIVE: STOCK
~ .. COMMISSION

all live stock. Ship that next load

" Chicago, TIL

; TRIUMPH@NT TRUTH
Truth never dies. The ages come and
@08 § ¢ /

The mountains ‘wear away; the seas
" retire; 5 : a
Destruction lays earth’s mighty cities
low; g
- And émpires, states and dynaspics
. ‘bxpire; | Ay :
But, caught and handed onward by
the wise, T ] ;
Trut® i.ever dies.

Though unreceived and scoffed at
°  through the years; i e
* Though made the butt of ridicule
V' and jest; :
Though

held aloft "o niéckery and

JROPRS o i e e
~ Denied: by those of transient power

Insulted by the iﬁsolgnce of lies;:

+  Truth never dies.

It answers' not; it does not take of«
fense. {
time; ’ '

clements, :

‘And lifts through all- the storms

its: head' sublime, ;

And never dies.

Meets the second and last Friday of

WASHINGTON COUNTY 1
Meets the first and third Tuesday of

THE DRY GOODS BOX |

We need a meeting place where we can exchange ideas. The old loafing places are gone,
most of them, but you are welcome to sit on the corner of our Dry Goods Box and whittle, while
you sgt the world to rights, We assume no responsibility for the opinion expressed,
sequences to those who express them. Try to be brief and constructive.

A greater lot do not think so. The

experience we had from Sir Herbert .

prassed by  Congress and should it

good will that do,” you will ask? "I
Germany lost the war

How are we going to do -

the money to build every single pack- -

and the other fellow holds the deeds:

Well, T expect to have a few of you '

I will read them with pleasure. So'
I have .

This is -

But: with a mighty‘si]ence b'de its .
As some great cliff that braves the
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