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INTRODUCTION 

Home economics teachers have for some time recognized 

that girls in their classes are already in possession of 

some facts and information regarding home economics. Just 

how much of this subject matter is actually earned by the 

girls in the classroom has been a frequent topic of discus-

sion among home economics teachers and supervisors. That the 

teacher generally assumes that the pupil has no knowledge of 

home economics subject matter and plans her class work in 

respect to this is a matter of concern to many home econo-

mists. This practice too often results in a lack of interest, 

waste of time, and inadequate tie up with the mother and 

home. 

Home economics teachers in secondary schools have re-

cently been giving much consideration and time to studying 

the home interests and activities of the girls as a basis for 

planning their courses. No attempt has been made, however, 

to ascertain what the girls already know prior to taking the 

classroom work or to place any evaluation upon what the home 

may have taught them. Bobbitt* says, "All education should 

proceed upon the assumption that nothing should be done by 

* Bobbitt, Franklin P. How to Make a Curriculum. 



the school that can be sufficiently well accomplished through 
the normal process of living." Although home economics 
teachers may not concede this without some reservations or 
exceptions, it is important that they check their courses 
with this principle of curriculum making. 

In order that girls may be adequately trained for home 
making responsibilities, there is a vast amount of home 
economics subject matter to be mastered. Surely, then, home 
economics teachers are not justified in teaching subject mat-
ter that girls already know. 

This study was made to learn what information in home 
economics girls have who have had no such work in school and 
to evaluate and use the findings in planning and teaching 
home economics in high schools. 

METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

This study is based entirely upon information in home 
economics and includes no checking of skills and techniques. 

The methods used were as follows: 
1. An information test containing five types of objec-

tive tests was used for securing the data. True and false, 
completion, multiple answer, alternate choice, and matching 
were the types used. 

2. The test was based upon work as outlined in the 

Kansas two year home economics course of study for high 



schools, which includes foods, clothing, home management and 

family relationships, health and home care of the sick, and 

child care. It was the type of final examination one might 

expect girls to pass who had had the two year course. 

5. The test was prepared and checked with the state 

course of study, state scholarship tests, and a number of 

final examinations over this material. It was then checked 

by a number of high school home economics teachers and by 

members of the department of education of the Kansas State 

Agricultural College. The test was first given as a try out 

to fifty high school girls; corrections and changes were made 

according to the needs indicated by the results. 

4. A personal interview was had with a number of teachers 

to whom the details were fully explained. The teachers who 

were interested and willing to cooperate gave the tests to 

high school girls in the following types of schools: con-

solidated, rural high, junior high, senior high, and college. 

5. The tests were given to seventh, eighth, ninth, 

tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade girls and to college 

freshmen who had had no home economics in school. The test 

was also given to twenty high school girls who had had the 

two year course in home economics. This group was used as 

a control group in studying the results. No attempt was made 

in any case to have girls take the test who had had any 

special type of scholarship record or I.Q. Girls were taken 



as a regular class. 
6. Completely checked tests that were obtained for se-

curing the data numbered as follows: seventh grade, 31; 
eighth grade, 22; ninth grade, 181; tenth grade, 42; eleventh 
grade, 24; twelfth grade, 22; college freshmen, 20; girls 
who had had home economics, 20. 

7. The tests were marked and scored and the results 
organized into tables. 

8. The tables were analyzed and the findings listed. 
9. Conclusions were based on the findings and results. 



TABULATIONS AND RESULTS 
Detailed Tables of Type Tests According to Grade 

Table I. Grade 7. 



It is interesting to note in the above table a variance 

of four years with the lowest and highest total scores made 

by a girl twelve years old. The average median for total 

score was seven points below one half the possible total 

score. 



A variance of four years with low score being made by 
a girl fifteen years old and high score by a girl twelve 
years old. 

The median for total score was the same as that of the 
seventh grade. 



Table III. Grade 9. 



Table III. Continued. 





Table III. Continued. 



Table III shows a variance of six years, with the larg-

est number being fourteen years. Low total score was made 

by a girl thirteen years old and high score by a girl four-

teen years old. The number of girls taking the test in this 

grade was higher than that of any other grade. The median 

was five points more than one half the total score. 





Table III. Continued. 

Table IV shows variance of five years with the low 

score and high score being made by a girl fifteen years old. 

The median was twelve points above one half the total score. 



Table IV. Grade 11. 

A variance of five years is shown here, with low total 
score being made by a girl sixteen years old and high total 
score by a girl twenty years old. The median total score was 
seven points more than one half the total possible score. 



The ages here vary from fifteen to eighteen years in-
clusive. The low total score was made by a girl eighteen 
years old and high total score by one seventeen years old. 
Median total score was 57 more than one half the total pos-
sible score. 



A variance of three years is shown here, with low score 
being made by a girl 19 and high score by a girl 20. The 
median for total score is 44 points more than the total pos-
sible score. 



Table VIII. Girls Who Have Had Two Years Home Economics 
in High School. (Control Group.) 

A variance of six years is shown here, with low score 
being made by a girl seventeen years old and high score by a 
girl fifteen years old. The median is 102 points more than 
one half the total score. 



Detailed Tables of Type Tests According to Age. 

Table IX.. Ten Years. 

Although there were only two pupils ten years old in 
this study it is interesting to note what their scores were. 
A ten year old girl in the seventh grade is probably some 
indication of superior ability. 

Table X. Eleven Years. 

All of this age group are in the seventh grade. It is 
noted that not a zero grade was made on any test. 



Table XI. Twelve Years. 

This table shows a variance of three grades, with the 
highest and lowest total scores made by a pupil of the low-
est grade, the seventh. 



Table XII. Thirteen Years. 



Table XII. Continued. 

A variance of three grades is shown in this table, with 
the highest and lowest total scores being made by a pupil of 
the seventh grade. 



Table XIII. Fourteen Years. 



Table XIII. Continued. 



Table XIII. Continued. 

A variance of three grades is shown in this table with 

the highest and lowest score being made by a pupil of the 
ninth grade. 



Table XIV. Fifteen Years. 



Table XIV. Fifteen Years. 

A variance of four grades is shown in this table with 
lowest grade made by an eighth grade student and highest by 
a tenth grade student. 



Table XVIII. Nineteen Years. 

A variance of three grades is shown in this table with 
lowest grade made by a student of the eleventh grade and 
highest grade by a student of the tenth grade. 



Table XVI shows a variance of three grades not including 
the tenth grade. The lowest grade was made by a student of 
the eleventh grade and the highest grade by a student of the 
twelfth grade. 



Table XVII. Eighteen Years. 

A variance of four grades is shown in this table. Low 
score was made by a student of the ninth grade and high 
score by a college student. 



All students here were college freshmen but one, who 
was in the ninth grade, which no doubt is indicative that she 
is a poor student. 



Table XIX. Twenty Years. 

The majority here were college girls and the scores ran 
comparatively high. No doubt the two girls not in college 
have less ability than the average girl. 

Table XX. Summary of Total Scores According to Grades. 



Table XX shows that the eighth grade was lowest in 
average, median, and high score. The lowest score for girls 
who had had home economics (control group) was higher than 
all high scores except that of the college girls, but the 
median for the same group was higher than any high score. 
The low scores ran true to grade with the seventh grade hav-
ing the lowest. This was the only division in which that 
occurred. 

Table XXI. Summary of Total Scores of True 
and False Tests According to Grade. 

The college group was only a fraction above the twelfth 
grade, with an exact median and only a difference of one in 
the high score. The tenth grade had the lowest score made, 
but ranked even with the twelfth grade in high score. 



Table XXII. Summary of Total Scores of 
Completion Test According to Grade. 

The average score here ran very low. No group except 
the group why had had home economics (control group) answer-
ed but slightly more than half the points. The control 
group had for its high score the possible score, and its 
low score was just three lower than the high score of any 
group. The ninth grade had zero for its low score, but a 
high score was one half the possible points. Not consider-
ing the group which had had home economics, the twelfth 
grade had the highest average score and also the highest 
score. 



Table XXIII. Summary of Total Scores of 
Multiple Answer Test According to Grade. 

The average score here was lowest for the ninth grade, 
which also had the low score with their highest score being 
just six points higher than their lowest score. The median 
of the ninth grade was fourth to high. 

Table XXIV. Summary of Total Scores of 
Alternate Choice Test According to Grade. 



The average scores in this table ran practically in 
sequence except that the college girls were lower than the 
twelfth grade girls. The ninth grade had zero for lowest 
score. The lowest score of the control group was higher 
than all average scores except the twelfth grade which was 
.9 of a point higher. 

Table XXV. Summary of Total Scores of 
Matching Test According to Grade. 

A zero score for lowest score was made by the seventh, 
eighth, ninth, and eleventh grades, while no girl in the 
control group had a score lower than twenty-one. 



Table XXVI. Summary of Total Scores According to 
Age. 

This table shows that the eleven year old was lowest in 
average score, but the ten year old had the lowest median. 
The median score for the control group was higher than the 
high score of any other group. 



Table XXVII. Summary of Total Scores of True 
and False Test according to Age. 

The median and average score here was highest for the 
eighteen year old group. The scores ran comparatively high 
in all cases. 

Table XVIII. Summary of Total Scores of Com-
pletion Test According to Age. 

In no case did the girls know one half the information 
except in the control group. The scores for this test ran 
lower than any other test. This may be due to the type of 
test or it may be that the test was poorly made. 



Table XXIX. Summary of Total Scores of Multi-
ple Answer Test According to Age. 

The fourteen year old girl had the lowest low score 
here and the fifteen year old the highest high score. The 
median for the control group was higher in all cases but 
three of the high scores, and tied in one case. The highest 
average score was just 6.8 points below the average score for 
the control group. 



Table XXX. Summary of Total Scores of Alter-
nate Choice Test According to Age. 

The medians here ran comparatively close in a large 
number of years, the increase being an increase withyears 
except with the 17 year old girls who had the highest median, 
being just five points below the control group. 



Table XXXI. Summary of Total Scores of Match-
ing Test According to Age. 

This table shows a perfect score made for high score by 
the fourteen, year old, the eleven year old, and the control 
group. The median for the control group was just one point 
below the possible score. There was a minus score for low 
score in more than half the groups. This may be due to time, 
since this test was the last in the set. 



Table XXXII. Summary of Type Tests According to Grades. 



Table XXXII shows the percentage for the completion 
test was lower in every group but the control group, where 
it ranked higher than all other tests but matching. There 
was a difference in average percentage scores and the per-
centage score of the control group of more than thirty per 
cent in all cases except in the true and false test, where 
it was just 20.6 per cent less. 



Table XXXIII. Summary of Type Tests According to Age. 



In table XXXIII the percentage for the completion test 
was lowest in all cases but for the control group, where it 
ranked next to highest. The matching test ranked highest in 
the control group. Tne fifteen year old group seemed to do 
better in most cases than the sixteen year old group. 



Table XXXIV. Summary of Subject Matter According to Grade. 

Clothing 
Foods 
Home Management 
and Family Re-
lationship 

Child Care 
Health and Home 
Care of the 
Sick 



Table XXXIV shows that in all cases except that of 
child care the control group knew over thirty per cent more 
than the average of any other group. The eleventh grade 
knew less than the tenth grade in each case, but from the 
eleventh grade on there is a steady increase. 



Table XXXV. Summary of Subject Matter According to Age. 



The eighteen year old group appeared to know about the 
same percentage of material in all divisions. The twenty 
year old group knew more than any other age group. The 
average amount known by all age groups in all divisions was 
more than thirty per cent less than the control group in all 
divisions. 



Table XXXVI. Analysis of Subject Matter in Foods 
and Clothing According to Grade. 

This table shows that in practically all cases more 
pupils have knowledge in nutrition than in cookery, pupils 
also have more knowledge of clothing construction than in 
clothing selection and care. The twelfth grade and the col-
lege girl had the highest percentage in all divisions, with 
the twelfth grade being highest in all but clothing construc-
tion. 



Table XXXVII. Analysis of Subject Matter in Foods 
and Clothing According to Age. 

This table shows the twenty year old group has the 
highest percentage in all divisions, but since the number of 
girls twenty years old was small the percentages are prob-
ably not comparable to the others except the ten year old 
group. No group under seventeen years knew fifty per cent 
of the subject matter except in clothing construction, where 
all groups but the ten and seventeen year groups knew more 
than fifty per cent of the subject matter. 



Table XXXVIII. Comparison of Table XXXVI with Other Divisions of Home 
Economics According to Grade. 



Table XXXVIII shows the twelfth grade girl ranking first 
in all cases but in clothing construction and in home manage-
ment and family relationships. The twelfth grade girls knew 
more than the eighth grade girls except for nutrition and 
health and home care of the sick. The ninth grade knew less 
than forty-five per cent of the subject matter in any div-
ision. Since this group was much larger than any other, the 
results may be more generally typical. In each case the 
control group was twenty-five per cent or more above any 
other group. 

Table XXXIX shows that the control group was thirty per 
cent or more higher in all cases than the average of any 
other group. Clothing construction had the highest percent-
age average in seven groups; child care in three groups; 
cookery, home management and family relationship, and nutri-
tion in one group each. 



Table XXXIX. Comparison of Table XXXVII with Other Divisions of Home 
Economics According to Age. 



CONCLUSIONS 

1. The girl in high school and college who has had no 
school work in home economics knows some subject matter in 
home economics. The amount appears to be greater than home 
economics teachers generally recognize or admit. 

2. The home economics teacher in many instances is no 
doubt teaching subject matter already known to the pupils. 

3. The subject matter which the girls knew in the vari-
ous divisions of home economics showed a. small percentage 
variation. 

4. The true and false test had the highest percentage of 
correct answers, and the completion the lowest. This may be 
due in part to subject matter covered by the tests and to the 
person's ability in making tests. 

5. Girls who have had home economics in high school know 
much more subject matter in home economics than girls who 
have not had the subject. In every comparison except one the 
control group knew thirty per cent or more more than any 
other group. 

6. The results and findings of the ninth grade are 
probably more typical than are the others. This is due to 
the larger number of schools and pupils represented. 

7. The difficulty encountered in securing twenty twelfth 

grade and twenty college freshman girls who had had no home 



economics whatever in school indicates that a large number of 
schools are including home economics courses in their curric-
ula. 

8. The home economics teacher must recognize that the 
home and other agencies have taught the girl some subject 
matter in home economics. 

9. The home economics teacher should pre-test her pupils 
at the beginning of each course and then plan the course in 
keeping with her findings. 

10. Further data on this subject would be helpful, and 
a study of skills and techniques with corresponding groups is 
needed. 
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