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INTRODUCTION

My task which T am trying to achieve is, by
the power of the written word to make you hear,
to make you feel-~it is, before all, to make
you see, That--and no more, and it is every-
thing., If I succeed, you shall find there accord-
ing to your deserts: encouragement, consolation,
fear, charm--all you demand~-and, perhaps, also
thaf glimpse of truth for which you have for-
~gotton to ask.

Joseph Conrad in Preface to
The Nigper of the Narrissus

Joseph Conrad knew the importance of total involve-
ment of the reader. With only the written word, his task
was a difficult one. How he would exclaim over the media
available to teachers today!

Eckhardt (1973, p. 48) has described mass media as
the whole electronic birdbath, from McLuhan's
lightbulbs, lazers and computers through radio,
television, film and records, to all the little
goodies on Mission Impossible, In short, the
whole I-don't-have-any-more-orificés-left-on-
my-body-to-plug-this-thing-into trip.

With all of this technology available, why is there

a cry for "relevance” by the students? Why do the teachers
complain of a lack of motivation for effective learning in
the classroom? When both the teacher and the student long-
ingly wait for the three o'clock bell to release them from
the four classroom walls to media that brings exotic lands,
. lay~by-play sports events, interviews with famous people,

' music to fit a mood--then something is misding from the

curriculum,



