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CHAPTER I
AN INTRODUCTION TO SCUBA

For centuries man has ventured upon the surface of the water and be-
lieved the underwater world to be a gloomy, mysterious region inhabited by
terrible sea monsters and housing grave dangers. The introduction of Scuba
(self-contained underwater breathing apparatus) in 1943 gave man the freedom
to explore this unknown world. This piece of equipment, invented by Jacques-
Yves Cousteau and Emile Gognan, allowed men to prove the underwater world to
be far from a horror house, but one of endless beauty and opportunity.

In the early stages of development this underwater breathing apparatus,
also commonly known as an aqua-lung, was an expensive and dangerous item.
Its use was limited to highly skilled scientists. Since that time advanced
technology has produced a moderately priced and safe machine which allows
the average individual the opportunity to explore the underwater world,

The major percentage of diving is done purely from a recreational
standpoint. One can limit his participation to observation in the shallow
waters of a lake, or experience the thrill of a dive into a deep ocean
canyon. The variety of recreational opportunities are limitless.

The underwater hunter, armed with a speargun, is able to find a chal-
lenge equal to any on the land. His game may range from only a few ounces
to hundreds of pounds. Spearfishing is not limited only to salt-water, as
many inland fresh water lakes provide excellent hunting opportunities.

To the photographer, the underwater world provides an endless variety
of fresh new scenes. The diver need not be a professional photographer
with a great amount of expensive photographic equipment. Very suitable

and exciting pictures can be produced with as little equipment as the



