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Applied Practice Experience 

Efforts 

• Riley County Health Department Internship

Preceptor: Mr. Edward Kalas, MPH, RS 

• Disease Reporting Project (Jun-Dec 2020)

• Team Member: Anna Kucera, DVM/MPH Student

• Hispanic Outreach Project (Jun-Aug 2020)

• Team Members: Melitza Ramirez & Sofía Scavone, 

MPH Students

• Additional Public Health Experiences

• COVID-19 Risk Management (Nov 2020) 

• Collaborator: Ron Orchard, DVM/MPH Student 

• COVID-19 Contact Tracing (May-Jul 2020) 

Source: https://www.rileycountyks.gov/



DISEASE REPORTING PROJECT

Riley County Health Department Internship



Project Objectives

• Compare mandatory disease reporting between human and veterinary healthcare 

providers in Kansas.

• Create surveys that yield measurable, relevant, useful data about disease reporting 

attitudes and behaviors. 

• Plan and conduct surveys of populations within Riley County. 

• Generate evidence-based recommendations based on data gained through research and 

surveys.

“Is Riley County as healthy as the disease reporting says 

we are?” 



Kansas Disease Reporting Regulations

Human Disease Reporting 

Regulations 

• Administrative regulations and statutes 

(published by Secretary of State) 

– KAR 28-1-12 and 28-1-18

– KSA 65-118, 65-128 and 65-6001 through 65-

6007

• “Mandated reporters” must notify state or 

local health department when suspecting or 

diagnosing a disease that is listed on the 

“Reportable Diseases in Kansas list” 

– List maintained at kdheks.gov

• Reporting methods (KDHE): phone, fax, mail 

(depending on disease) 

Animal Disease Reporting 

Regulations 

• Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of 

Animal Health

• List of reportable diseases (by species) 

published

– List maintained at agriculture.ks.gov

• Reporting methods: phone

– KDA (785)-564-6601 or KDHE (877)427-7317

• Additional diseases may be added in the 

event of an outbreak



Kansas Disease Reporting
Riley County Health Department Guidance: 

Source: https://www.rileycountyks.gov/1813/Epidemiological-Services

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) Guidance: 

Source: https://www.kdheks.gov/epi/disease_reporting.html#requirements

For certain diseases 

that must be 

reported within 4 

hours. Others may 

be reported to the 

local health 

department. 



Source: kdheks.gov



Source: kdheks.gov



Source: https://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/rc-ah-large-animal/reportable-disease-poster.pdf?sfvrsn=f2eaadc1_46



Project Goals

1. Estimate level of compliance of Riley County 

healthcare providers with Kansas disease reporting 

regulations 

2. Assess Riley County healthcare providers’ 

and Kanas veterinarians’ knowledge of notifiable 

disease reporting requirements in Kansas  

3. Identify potential barriers to accurate, timely 

reporting of diseases 

4. Compare preferred methods of reporting

between Riley County human healthcare providers 

and Kansas veterinarians 



Survey Design: Systems Thinking

Demographics

Awareness of Kansas Disease Reporting Requirements 

Attitudes/Motivation 

Self-Reported Compliance

Preferred Reporting Methods

Barriers to Reporting

Evidence-based 

Recommendations



Methodology

• IRB Approval: 

– Exempt under criteria established in Federal 

Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects, 45 

CFR §104(d), category 2, subsection ii

• Populations surveyed: 

– MD/DO/PAs: Board of Healing Arts Directory 

(Riley County) 

– Vets: Kansas Veterinary Medical Association 

(KVMA) members and KSU CVM Clinical 

Sciences Faculty 

• Survey format: Qualtrics

– October – November 2020



Survey Results 

Human Disease Survey: 

Invited:145 

Demographics: 

• 27 licensed providers & 1 RN

• Medical school graduation year

– 1984-2016 (median 2005)

• Practice type: 

– Private/Group: 79%

– Hospital-based: 11%

– Student health clinic: 4%

• Specialties: 

Animal Disease Survey: 

Invited: 1050 (estimated)

Demographics: 

• Vet school graduation year

– 1984-2019 (median 1991)

• Practice type: 

– Private: 68%

– Academia: 17%

– Government/Military: 4%

– Other: 10%

• Species Treated: 

– SA 77%

– LA/FA 39%

– Equine 34%

– Exotics 18%

– Birds 15%

– Wildlife/Zoo 4%

n = 28

Family Med Peds Int Med ER Other

n = 79



Survey Results 

Goal 1: Estimate level of compliance of Riley 

County Healthcare providers/nurses with KS 

regulations 

Goal 2: Assess Riley County healthcare 

providers/nurses’ knowledge of notifiable disease 

reporting requirements in Kansas 

Goal 3: Identify potential barriers to accurate, timely 

reporting of human diseases and compare those 

barriers to those reported by Kansas veterinarians 

regarding animal diseases 

Goal 4: Identify and compare preferred methods of 

reporting among Riley County human healthcare 

providers/nurses and Kansas veterinarians

• Self-Reported Compliance

– 80% of the time when diagnosed

– 51% of the time when suspected

• Influence of knowledge on 

compliance



Survey Results 

Goal 1: Estimate level of compliance of Riley 

County Healthcare providers/nurses with KS 

regulations 

Goal 2: Assess Riley County healthcare 

providers/nurses’ knowledge of notifiable 

disease reporting requirements in Kansas 

(human diseases) 

Goal 3: Identify potential barriers to accurate, timely 

reporting of human diseases and compare those 

barriers to those reported by Kansas veterinarians 

regarding animal diseases 

Goal 4: Identify and compare preferred methods of 

reporting among Riley County human healthcare 

providers/nurses and Kansas veterinarians

• Quiz Results 

– 4 hour reportable diseases

• Anthrax, Tetanus, SARS-CoV

– 24 hour reportable diseases 

• Gonorrhea, elevated blood lead levels, 

Influenza death in a child, Varicella, CO, 

blood lead levels, Leptospirosis

– Non-reportable diseases

• E. coli 

• Self-assessed familiarity with list: 

– 53% familiar with some/not all

– 25% familiar with all

– 20% not familiar

• Legal obligation to report: 

– 85% correctly identified



Survey Results 

Goal 1: Estimate level of compliance of Riley 

County Healthcare providers/nurses with KS 

regulations 

Goal 2: Assess Riley County healthcare 

providers/nurses’ knowledge of notifiable disease 

reporting requirements in Kansas 

Goal 3: Identify potential barriers to accurate, 

timely reporting of human diseases and 

compare those barriers to those reported by 

Kansas veterinarians regarding animal diseases 

Goal 4: Identify and compare preferred methods of 

reporting among Riley County human healthcare 

providers/nurses and Kansas veterinarians
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Survey Results 

Goal 1: Estimate level of compliance of Riley 

County Healthcare providers/nurses with KS 

regulations 

Goal 2: Assess Riley County healthcare 

providers/nurses’ knowledge of notifiable disease 

reporting requirements in Kansas 

Goal 3: Identify potential barriers to accurate, timely 

reporting of human diseases and compare those 

barriers to those reported by Kansas veterinarians 

regarding animal diseases 

Goal 4: Identify and compare preferred methods 

of reporting among Riley County human 

healthcare providers/nurses and Kansas 

veterinarians
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Discussion 

Invest in educational 

resources for mandated 

reporters

Provide a secure, web-

based reporting option to 

streamline reporting 

procedures

Lack of knowledge/awareness of 

reporting regulations

Reporting process cited as a major 

barrier

Survey results largely agree with 

existing published research 

Research limited by sample size 

and methodology

Recommendations
Conclusions



HISPANIC OUTREACH PROJECT

Riley County Health Department Internship



Hispanic Outreach Project

• Survey a sample of the Riley County Spanish-

speaking population 

• Evaluate Riley County websites for Spanish 

accessibility 

• Identify best practices for effective 

communication with limited-English speaking 

populations 

• Develop recommendations to improve 

RCHD communication and outreach efforts 

• Most recognized services vaccinations 

and dental care 

• Areas of Improvement more promotion, 

virtual events, more information in Spanish 

• Top barriers to seeking services  lack of 

childcare, lack of money, inadequate health 

insurance

Outcomes:

Goals & Activities: 



COVID-19 RISK MANAGEMENT

Community Outreach Public Health Experience



COVID-19 Risk Management 
• Goal: Provide Community 

Veterinary Outreach (CVO) with 

practical, tailored 

recommendations for COVID-19 

risk mitigation

• Activities: Performed 

qualitative COVID-19 risk 

analysis for mobile veterinary 

outreach 

• Outcome: Collaborated with 

Ron Orchard (DVM/MPH 

student, 2022) to present risk 

analysis and mitigation 

strategies to CVO leadership Source: AVMA, 2020





COVID-19 CONTACT TRACING 

KDHE Public Health Experience



COVID-19 Contact Tracing

• Key Responsibilities: 

• Communicate public health 

guidance

• Monitor contacts

• Training Requirements: 

• Online training

• KDHE HIPAA certification 

• EpiTrax

• Microsoft Teams, Amazon Connect 

• Challenges: 

• Establishing initial contact

• Relaying difficult news

• Building and maintaining trust 

• Communicating through interpreters

• Being unable to do more to help 
Kallie, my “co-

worker” 

Source: KDHE Contact Investigation Training, 2020 



MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH (MPH) 

COMPETENCIES

Integration of Learning Experiences



MPH Foundational Competencies
Competency Attainment

4
Interpret results of data analysis for public health 

research, policy or practice

• Disease reporting project design, survey creation, analysis of 

results 

• Development of evidence-based recommendations for RCHD

8

Apply awareness of cultural values and practices 

to the design or implementation of public health 

policies or programs

• Hispanic outreach project design

• Contact tracing cultural awareness 

19

Communicate audience-appropriate public health 

content, both in writing and through oral 

presentation

• Report of findings from disease reporting project to RCHD

• Hispanic outreach presentation to Flint Hills Wellness Coalition 

• COVID-19 risk management presentation

• Contact tracing experience

21 Perform effectively on interprofessional teams

• RCHD team structure for disease reporting and Hispanic outreach 

projects

• Contact tracing team (KDHE)

22
Apply systems thinking tools to a public health 

issue

• Process mapping in disease reporting project design

• Social Ecological Framework and disease reporting 

Table 7.1



MPH Emphasis Area Competencies

Competency Attainment

1 Pathogens/Pathogenic mechanisms • Evaluate modes of disease causation of infectious agents. 

2 Host responses to pathogens/immunity • Investigate the host response to infection.   

3 Environmental/ecological influences
• Examine the influence of environmental and ecological forces on 

infectious diseases. 

4 Disease surveillance • Analyze disease risk factors and select appropriate surveillance.  

5 Disease vectors
• Investigate the role of vectors, toxic plants and other toxins in infectious 

disease.  

Table 7.2

Infectious Diseases and Zoonoses



With gratitude for all of the support along this 

journey! 
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