
  

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF CHINESE AND U.S.  
NEWS COVERAGE OF THE 2014 HONG KONG UPRISING 

 
 

by 
 
 

CHAO MENG 
 
 
 

B.A., Tianjin Foreign Studies University, 2013 
 
 
 

A THESIS 
 
 

submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree 
 
 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
 
 
 

A. Q. Miller School of Journalism and Mass Communications 
College of Arts and Sciences 

 
 
 

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Manhattan, Kansas 

 
 

2015 
 

 
Approved by: 

 
Major Professor 

Angela M. Powers 
  



  

Copyright 

CHAO MENG 

2015 

 

  



  

Abstract 

Background: During the 2014 Hong Kong protests, with the growing concern of various 

perspectives in the international media, news coverage, as the main source of information 

transportation has become an issue of research interest. According to framing theory, for a 

certain event, media is likely to place it within a field of meaning. Furthermore, the message 

meaning, framed by media, influence audience’s information processing. Different media 

organizations might have different perspectives on framing same event. This study examined 

how Chinese news coverage and U.S. news coverage framed an event.  

Method: A quantitative content analysis was conducted among a sample of 152 news 

stories from China Daily and The New York Times. All the stories from August 17th 2014 to 

January 8th 2015 were analyzed to determine whether the 2014 Hong Kong protest was framed 

by China Daily and The New York Times differently. The code sheet was structured with key 

variables derived from former published articles. Furthermore, the categories of main issue and 

secondary issue came from pre-tests with another co-coder. Data analysis was conducted with 

frequency counts, cross tabulations and Pearson’s chi-square analysis in SPSS.   

Results: Findings suggested that news coverage of China Daily focused on the issues of 

politics and protest, as well as did the coverage of The New York Times. However they have 

significant differences on framing of history, profiles of protesters and others. The findings 

suggested that the China Daily and The New York Times have significant differences on overall 

bias in terms of Pro-change, Anti-change and Neutral.  

Conclusion: Samples in this study, as prosperous news organizations with the reputation 

and resources to conduct fair reporting and to set journalistic standards in China and The United 

States respectively, represented most perspectives in general. According to different factors of 



  

national interest, political ideology and history, Chinese news coverage and U.S. news coverage 

have significant differences on framing the issues and overall bias.  
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Chapter 1 - Introduction 

When you throw a stone in the lake, you will see the water ripple for a long 

while and then lay quiet again. In international news coverage, we can see a stone was 

dropped in one place and ripples in another. But those ripples of public issues are 

differing from one country to the other, which means different countries frame the same 

international public issue differently. The present study focuses the difference between 

the Chinese news media and U.S. news media in terms of reporting Chinese political 

events of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising.  

Most previous comparative studies examined the difference between Chinese 

news media and U.S. news media based on the topics of public health, sporting events or 

an economic crisis. Jingjing (2006) conducted a comparative analysis of AIDS in Chinese 

and U.S. newspapers from 2001 to 2004, which examined how the newspapers framed 

AIDS under respective types of ideologies and environments. Mei and Alexis (2012) 

found that individual accounts of achievements as reported in the media are consistent 

with cultural norms and values, in media reports of success by Chinese and the U.S. gold 

medalists at the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics. Also Lulu and Jiajun (2012) examined 

how the Chinese and American financial newspapers framed coverage of the Sanlu milk 

scandal. The results of those studies indicated that U.S. news coverage framed Chinese 

public issues consistently with dominant democratic ideology instead of alternative 

perspectives. However most of these studies showed a negative bias of Chinese news 

reporting in U.S. news coverage, according to the U.S. foreign policy and national 

background, subtle shifts in coverage occurred when former U.S. President Clinton 

visited China in 1998. The major U.S. news media such as The The New York Times, 
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USA Today, The Los Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, reported news on China’s 

progress and openness much more objectively and differently than before (Ching, 1998). 

This change in the political environment impacted news coverage. Thus the present study 

focuses on comparing Chinese and U.S. news coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising. 

As events in China continue to evolve, media coverage may continue to change. 

 

 The 2014 Hong Kong Uprising  
Since the coverage of crises can greatly impact society, a great deal of attention 

is attracted by media coverage of national crises (Constantinescu&Tedesco, 2007; 

Luther&Zhou, 2005; Tian&Stewart, 2005; Beaudoin, 2007b; Yang, 2012). Recognizing 

the significant values of crises coverage, this study proposes to compare the Chinese and 

U.S. news coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising. Since September 26th 2014, the 

situation in Hong Kong has created an unpredictable challenge to the overall stability of 

China. During the student uprising of the decision to give Mainland China veto power 

over candidates in future elections, the protestors were scattered by Hong Kong 

authorities in using pepper spray and tear gas. The protesters blocked the city center and 

impeded traffic. The central government could not permit this situation to worsen 

because Hong Kong’s reputation as a financial center and tourist attraction would suffer. 

During this time, Beijing had difficulty negotiating with Hong Kong protestors in the 

streets of Hong Kong. However in 2013, even though the gross domestic product per 

capita of Hong Kong is 53,203 that much more than 11,904 in Mandarin China 

(Beauchamp, 2014), the protestors were still not satisfied with Hong Kong’s autonomy 

and freedoms. China faced a serious political crisis problem with inner citizens and 

government, which challenges the “ One Country, Two Systems” policy. In January 
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1997, Hong Kong’s public opinion on this policy was 57.0 percent of confidence rate; the 

highest confidence rate was 74.9 percent in 2007 July. During July 2014, it came down to 

the lowest rate 37.6 percent (Beauchamp, 2014). With plenty of problems between 

central government and Hong Kong protestors, this national political crisis attracted a 

great deal of international attention. Especially when Chinese news media is getting more 

freedom in its field of journalism, the value of studying a comparative analysis between 

Chinese and U.S. news coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising has significance to 

international journalism.  

 

 Chinese Journalism  
The situation of the Chinese Communist Party on journalism and media was 

established during the Rectification Campaign of 1924-1944 in Yenan (Burgh, 2000). By 

means of this, the mass media were to be used to shape public opinion. At that time, the 

newspapers were dreary and dominated with content of standardized political bulletins.  

The democracy movement of 1979-1989 caused economic reforms, bringing an upsurge 

of optimism and radical thinking since the mid-1980s. After that, differently from the 

mid-1980s, Chinese media is no longer under the Soviet Press Model and controlled by 

the government. Chinese media have changed to provide more freedom in the field of 

journalism. Furthermore, there is an increasing number of media staff on private sector 

contracts and more permission to diversify (Burgh, 2000). More and more stories on 

common citizen life make audience-led more important than leadership-led stories 

(Polumbaum, 1990). Under the relative free market structure, Journalists have more 

freedom to cover news today than they did as civil servants in the 1980s (Arant, 2014; 
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Burgh, 2000). However, while the Chinese journalism is much more free and diverse than 

before, it still has problems with censorship. In order to keep stable in China, Chinese 

government blocked activists from using media as an effective political tool through 

censorship and regulation. The filtered information could lead audience to have a positive 

perspective on Chinese policies. Thus the news releasing plays a significant role in 

shaping public opinion. Different media system framed same topic differently. The 

framing of news coverage might be affected by various factors, such as history, political 

ideology and national interest.  

 China Through the Insight of U.S. Journalism  
Currently the most powerful nation in the world, United States, is a place to 

conduct international public relations campaigns by many other countries (Johnson, 

2004; Manheim, 1994). More importantly, as political conductors constantly explore 

public attitudes when improving policies on international issues, public opinion 

increasingly influences foreign policy in democratic countries (Holst, 2004; Sobel, 2001). 

With this U.S. foreign policy, the international news coverage by the media is often 

consistent with the native ideology and perspectives (Bennett, 1990). It is obvious that 

the U.S. and China are two respective nations with structural contradictions such as 

ideology and cultural perspectives (Liu, 2009). Based on their public relations, the 

complex relations between China and the U.S., is described as a “ love-hate” dilemma 

(Mosher, 1990). From the late 1970s to the early 1980s, with the lack of knowledge in 

Chinese issues, the U.S. viewed China as a politically repressive place (Mann, 1999). 

After the economic reform in China, the U.S. published much more positive evaluations 

on Chinese events (Liu, 2009).   
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In a global era, to a large extent, Chinese media does not only report the 

domestic news for itself but also creates an international image for foreign countries. 

Thus foreign public press has played a significant role in Chinese international marketing 

and foreign policy marketing (Wang, 2011). Since China and the United States 

established diplomatic relations in the 1970s, most Americans rely on information from 

news coverage to build their perspectives of China because of less practical direct contact 

with China. However, American news media report much more Chinese information in 

order to create good public relations. Furthermore, U.S. media coverage of China more 

often focuses on real-world events, especially political crises (Wang X., 2011), which 

could gain much more attention from the public and influence judgments. Compared with 

the relative free news environment of the U.S., however, Chinese journalism has been 

heavily concerned with the impact and pressure of politics. Thus news coverage would be 

framed differently between Chinese news media and American news media. The bias of 

stories between U.S. and Chinese media may be different. Few studies have examined 

Chinese political crisis from a framing perspective and what little research that has been 

done focuses mostly on responses by U.S. news media. Therefore, the current research 

also extends the framing literature by considering public relations as a factor that may 

shape news framing differently. It focuses on examining the gap between Chinese news 

media and U.S. news media in terms of news coverage of a Chinese public crisis.  
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Chapter 2 - Literature Review 

 Theoretical Review: Framing Theory 

 Framing as Media Discourse  

Framing theory will be applied for this research on a major Chinese newspaper and a 

U.S. newspaper covering the topic of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising differently. Frames 

can be employed in many areas including media systems, audience and social 

organizations. Goffman has defined frames as “ the principles of organization, which 

regulate events and our individual involvement in them,” (Goffman, 1974). What’s more, 

Goffman argued that the journalists were in charge of producing and contextualizing, 

which is the first idea of framing news messages (Goffman, 1974; Liu Y. , 2009).  

The earliest framing studies in American media studies were introduced by Tuchman 

(1978) and Gitlin (1980). These researchers pointed out the essential idea of framing is 

certain significant procedures of social construction. On the other hand, it emphasizes 

certain attributes of the social resource (Tuchman, 1978). Tuchman (1978) suggested that 

framing in mass communication was the approach of how the reality and news is 

constructed by media. The primary idea and news coverage of a frame supplies 

meaningful information and background by selecting, highlighting and giving details of 

events (Tankard, 1991). Generally speaking, framing theory is employed by indicating 

and explaining media structures and ideological hegemony in terms of content, which has 

been developed in sociology studies. Its assumption is that the existing influences could 

shape the structures and patterns that could be predicted and recognized in apparently 

intricate and diversified news content (Goffman, 1978; Dai, 2006).  

Seven Dimensions of Framing 
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The most comprehensive and precise understanding of the framing concept is from 

the Entaman’s (1993) study, which indicated that this concept could be explained by 

seven dimensions: the accurate angle of reality, the significant part of reality emphasized, 

communicaing in a promotional way, making up a special view of a problem, explaining 

the reasons, ignoring the judgment in terms of humanitarian and providing a solution for 

the issue. Entman (1993) stated that framing is a process to “select some aspects of a 

perceived reality and make them more prominent in a context of communication, as to 

promote a specific problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and 

treatment recommendation.” Thus, the procedure of making some background references, 

selecting some visual materials and choosing some reference sources is defined as 

framing (Entman, 1993).  

 Process of Framing Work 

There are four evident and succeeding processes in framing work, which included 

frame building, frame setting, individual-level outcomes of framing and a feedback loop 

from audiences to journalists. The frame setting and individual-level outcomes of framing 

are relative to the influence of media frames on audience frames (Scheufele, 1999; 2000; 

Zhou, 2008). In the previous studies, some scholars suggested that framing is actually an 

extension of agenda setting and described as second-level agenda setting. It is indicated 

that the prominent features of media coverage have an impact on public understanding of 

those news content (McCombs; Shaw; Weaver, 1997). Under the certain social contexts, 

a complete process of framing could be conceptualized as a circle of media production, 

media representation, and media consumption (Wu, 2006). During the process of 

framing , journalists transport, explain and value information by selecting, setting 
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priorities and constructing the message of events. This means, under the journalists’ 

consequential indication, the information released by the media organization is sensitive 

and fragile to construction (Liu Y. , 2009). The news by a journalistic organization is a 

process of gatekeeping. The process depends on how all potential news materials are 

selected, edited and added into the news that is distributed to the public (Eichholz, 2001). 

Therefore, during the process of news production, selecting, highlighting and publishing 

certain aspects of current happenings, could create ‘reality’. Framing is referred to as 

ignoring or taking useless information which misinterpret metaphors or confused context 

from they would like to present to the audience (Eko, 1999; Bateson, 1972; Dennis, 

2007).  

 Framing Theory Practiced in U.S. News Media  

Shoemaker, Chang and Brendlinger (1987) suggested that the definition of U.S. 

news media as newsworthy is close to the deviance of such issues from societal norms- 

including circumstances or people who are fresh, unusual, subtle or significant- are 

worthy to be news. The journalists tend to reveal disorder rather than normal order and 

deviance rather than peace (Schudson, 2003). The journalistic workers are likely to find 

news bias by means of framing theory (Dennis, 2007). Before the reporting released, 

journalists are likely to create a perspective based on the news values when they reaching 

an event or making stories. The journalists always keep these in mind during the whole 

process of the news construction (Shoemaker&Reese, 1996), because time is a significant 

consideration to news producers because they have to make the latest stories currently 

and finish those events with high quality before meeting their deadlines. (Schudson, 

2003). Those prominent elite or important people, unordinary happenings or large-scale 
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influences which have an impact on most of people, normal society and the milk of 

human kindness could included into criteria of newsworthiness, which could be sort 

through a set of sustained news values (Gans, 1979; Topp, 2010). Reliance on coessential 

and cogent information sources as well as building a construction of news stories based 

on the news values can lead to a certain coessential mixer of news production (Buehner, 

2009). The topics would be chosen based upon convenience and reachability, which 

depend on accessible sources such like media conference, public speaker, wire services 

and other predicable events that could be scheduled before it happens (Deuze, 2008; 

Gans, 1978; Schudson, 2003). Thus those public elites, academic experts, and official 

workers in government are frequently used as authoritative sources because of their 

efficient and prescheduled (Schudson, 2003).  

Furthermore, the news frames are built from and evinced in the meaningful 

words, metaphors, symbols, definitions and visual information which are stressed in a 

news storytelling (Entman, 1991). However, to some extent, the news media provide the 

point of perspective of elites and try to transmit hegemonic explanation of events to the 

audience, which through selection and ascription (Tuchman, 1978; Gamson, 1992). The 

procedure of news production in such condition let journalists construct reality by means 

of news frames with whether consciousness or unconsciousness (Su, 2004).  

 Four Phases of Research on Media Effects 

The overall study of mass communication is based on the precondition that the 

media have remarkable effects (McQuail, 1994). It indicated that there were four phases 

of research of media effects: Firstly, it was dominated by a practice with skillful 

propaganda, which induced to an increasing fear of the impact of media information on 
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attitudes. Secondly, attitude change is mainly impacted by existing personal influence. 

Thirdly, the more cognitive effects of mass media became a new focus of media effects. 

At last, presently, media and audience could become both powerful and limited influence 

of mass media, which by social events of reality and interaction between media and 

audience (McQuail, 1994; Klapper, 1960; NoelleNeumann, 1973; Beniger&Gusek, 1995; 

Scheufele D. A., 1999; Gamson&Modigliani, 1989; McLeod, 1987; Scheufele D. A., 

1999). The frames could not be significance unless it stays in its endurance and be used 

persistently and routinely (Reese, 2001).  

 Framing Works on Audience 

To some extent, framing is to pick some certain useful aspects of a reality and 

modify them more prominent, which is the approach that could possibly have an impact 

on changing audiences’ perspective of the issue (Entman, 1993). A traditional perspective 

indicates that news release is harmonious and impersonal, and the news identification 

exactly could display reality to the public (Liu Y. , 2009). When the latest information 

happens in the news world, is selected only by the news media (Tuchman, 1978). 

However there are some scholars have announced that the process of frame production is 

not always driven by elites, in different directions, the citizens has involved in framing by 

stating their personal understanding of public message and using the available resources 

from the media, personal experiences (Pan&Kosicki, 2001). There are previous 

researches have focused on audiences’ attitudes can be affected by different frames 

(Iyengar, 1987; 1991; Nelson, 1997; Shah, 1996). The basic assumption of framing 

theory is that the pursuant thoughts and reactions are affected by organization of 

messages (Goffman, 1974). Thus the news product cannot prevent being framed from this 
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procedure of limited space or time. That could explain those audiences’ ideological 

content and judgments of the presented problems, which might be influenced by news 

frames potentially (Eko, 1999). One study analyzed four groups and asked each group to 

read different news frames with the same topic. Results indicated that there was a 

significant interrelation between the frames and the understanding of the problem (Price, 

1997). This procedure indicated that news not only composed a common social 

phenomenon, it also stated and shaped social events (Tuchman, 1978). The contemporary 

scholars are likely to address that news is produced reality, and mass media play a 

significant role in the procedure of social construction in terms of reality (Tuchman, 

1978; Adoni&Mane, 1984; Gamson, 1992; Hawkins&Pingree, 1981). Which means, the 

framing and presentation of news can affect how audiences of the media messages come 

to understand these events in a systematic way (Price, 1995). To a large extent, the news 

frames may indirect audience’s perspective. Thus the news frames could be used to 

promote national image and explain specific problem by selecting certain aspects of a 

current event and making them more prominent. Especially for foreign audience, they 

lean largely upon news media for information about inexperienced country’s issue due to 

historic and geographic reasons. During the process of news framing in different 

countries’ news media, the ideological divergence could be transmitted by journalists 

consciously or unconsciously. In 2011, Liu also used Xinhua and Associated Press’s 

coverage to discover that the values, practices and institutions are different in respective 

news media between the U.S. and China, which may have certain impact on audience’s 

perceptions (Liu L. , 2011). 
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 Framing Theory Practiced in Political Issues 

Manheim (1994) pointed out that visibility, valence and frame genres would be 

covered by news framing analyses. In the television news, visibility refers to the visual 

approaches regarding to words, pictures and videos. Valence refers to the hues of news, 

which could make certain behavioral influences potentially (Kahneman&Tversky, 1979). 

By practicing some previous mass media schemes, journalists tend to conduct certain 

news frame that included conflict frame, responsibility frame, economic consequence 

frame, morality frame, and human-interest frame (Vreese, 2002; Semetko&Valkenburg, 

2000; Liu Y. , 2009). Furthermore, responsibility frame could be used in politics research 

and effect public comments of social issues (Iyengar, 1987).  

Framing theory is proper for elaborating political events and social controversy, 

especially under the international circumstance, which is able to analyze the cultural 

issues potentially. By this means, since the certain events are so distant that there is less 

approach and personal involvement in the sources of alternative perspectives, the 

consensual framing is much more easier to be achieved (McQuail, 2000). The framing 

theory is impacted by the input of social-political reality. What’s more, it represents the 

outcome of modes, which is the essential part of realities in terms of culture produced and 

exchanged. (First, 2010).  

Within the domain of political mass communication, framing is defined and 

conducted based on the social constructivism. Media positively conduct the frames of 

reference that audiences use to understand and discuss public events (Tuchman, 1978; 

Scheufele D. A., 1999). There was a more specific interpretation of how media offer 

audiences with schemas for interpreting event. The prominence and selection are the 
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major factors that could promote a definition, interpretation and evaluation of social 

events (Entman, 1993). 

 Framing Theory Practiced in International Journalism  

Researches of international news coverage are likely to use framing theory widely 

(Liu Y. , 2009). The framing of journalism in the phase of media production is figured as 

the approach in which news work under the impact of cultural principles and cognitive 

schemata to give meaning to the events they cover in news (D’Angelo, 2002; Wicks, 

2005). Under the international background of culture and politic, the cascade model that 

made by Entman (2004) examines the intricacy of the process of frame production. 

Furthermore it tends to be useful in the case of foreign policy issues, which generated 

from the administration could shape the frames conducted by media or Congress. What’s 

more, it gives an understandable approach to explain how public’s reactions have an 

impact on administrations’ revised frames and process of frame production (Entman, 

2004). What’s more, from the former studies, the cross-national studies of international 

events identified various factors that might impact the international news coverage 

(Yang, 2003). The factors could be history (Pan et al., 1999), national interest (Lee & 

Yang, 1995), political ideology (Wang, 1992; Pan et al., 1999) and diplomatic sensitivity 

(Wang, 1992).  

 Practical Review: International Journalism 

 Comparative Studies between China and the U.S. in terms of Public Risk 

Some of previous studies have found differences in Chinese and U.S. news framing 

of public health issues such as Beaudoin (2007a) who investigated the different news 

frames from Xinhua News Agency and Associated Press in terms of SARS event. In 
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conducting factor analysis, the responsibility, human interest and severity were common 

in Associated Press than Xinhua. And it also pointed out that Chinese news environment 

which controlled by the Communist Party generally serve as an intervention to reportage 

(Beaudoin, 2007a). In another news framing of SARS study, Luther and Zhou done a 

comparative study of news coverage of SARS by newspaper in the U.S. and China, they 

found more parallels between China Daily and U.S. newspaper. It suggested that the 

Communist Party has further loosened its limitation on this major foreigner-targeted 

newspaper because of China’s efforts to achieve respectful global status (Luther&Zhou, 

2005). In recent years, the comparative studies between U.S. and Chinese news media 

would likely to stress the important of dominant ideologies. Jingjing (2006) conducted 

the comparative study of the HIV/AIDS news narratives in two newspapers from The 

New York Times and China Daily in terms of shaping public opinion and influencing 

policy. It revealed differences in the respective cultural and specific ideological 

representation of news topic. Another comparative study of AIDS in China was 

conducted in 2006. Wu (2006) examined the news frames of HIV/AIDS from Xinhua 

News Agency of China and Associated Press of the U.S. in 2004. It indicated that a 

principle anti-government frame was distinct in Associated Press’ s report whereas 

Xinhua’s coverage has articulated a pro-government frame. Then Feng and other scholars 

(2011) examined a comparative study on a completed Chinese issue of a baby formula 

scandal by measuring the news coverage from Xinhua and Associated Press. Results 

indicated that the meaning of same product could be constructed differently in the 

different national contexts. (Feng M, 2011).  
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 Comparative Studies between China and the U.S. in terms of International 

Public issue 

Previous researchers have examined that differences in Chinese and U.S. news 

framing of political events such as the Fourth United Nations Conference on Women and 

the NGO Forum. Result indicated that U.S. coverage clearly reflected the radical 

perspectives and the Chinese coverage was generally positive. It pointed out that an 

essential role displayed by dominant ideology in the framing of international news 

existed. (Akhavan-Majid&Ramaprasad, 1998). Another study by Parsons and Xu (2001), 

compared People’s Daily with The New York Times in reporting the bombing of the 

Chinese Embassy. Findings indicated mutual beneficial Chinese-US media images. 

(Parsons&Xu, 2001). And the NATO air strikes in Kosovo had been studied as a 

comparative study between two Chinese major newspapers and two U.S. newspapers in 

1999. Findings indicated that national interest play an active role in framing the 

international news coverage because of its decisive role in making government policies 

and subsequent actions (Yang, 2003). What’s more, Dai and Hyun (2010) explored how 

media coverage of the same international topic shared concerns and multinational 

communication by conducting comparative study on coverage of the North Korean 

nuclear test in Associated Press, Xinhua and Yonhap news agencies. It concluded that 

national political interests had an important impact in supporting the construction of 

specific frames. (Dai&Hyun, 2010).  

Journalists often rely on public relations professionals as authorities for 

information, including health information (Powers, 1999). By reviewing these 

comparative studies of international journalism, it is obvious to indicate that the previous 
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research attempted to explore journalistic objectivity and effects of news frames in 

different countries.  

For journalists who do the international news, three dimensions of borders they 

may cross in terms of cultural borders, mental boundaries, and the time barrier. At the 

first of all, the cultural borders could be caused by geographic, language and culture. The 

geographic would be the least important factor for influencing the culture-borders 

differently. The second dimension involves mental factors like race, gender, class and 

other components of our mental thoughts. At last, time could be easily understood as time 

travel. (Sims, 2012). By this means, the mental thoughts could be the major factor makes 

countries reporting the same issue differently. On the one hand, professional journalism 

forbids news coverage from intentional distortion of information in foreign news media 

(Herbert, 2001). On the other hand, however the news media must try to stand a point 

neutrally on international public events, Shoemaker and Reese (1996) stated that news is 

a socially created product, not a reflection of an objective reality. To some extent, the 

traditional media-newspaper is covering events freely and aggressively (Coronel, 2002).  

 How China is Portrayed by U.S. Media Coverage  

Previous studies have stated that U.S. news reporting on foreign countries has a 

lack of alternative viewpoints, and shows its dominant capitalist and liberal democratic 

ideology consistently (Donohue&Glasser, 1978; Gaziano, 1989). Bennett and Edelman 

(1985) indicated that U.S. media has misunderstanding of communist regimes in the news 

narrative commonly. U.S.-China relationships went through a tense and hostile period 

after the victory of the Communists over the Nationalists since the U.S. was the major 

supporter of the Nationalists (Du, 2012). U.S. media generally covered Chinese issues 
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with the “anti-communism” theme and dominant capitalist ideology with coverage 

focusing on the problems and failures of Marxist ideology (Kobland, 1992). Chang, 

Wang, and Chen’s (1998) study suggested, “ Chinese news usually results from the 

strategic position of the mass media embedded in the broader political system and their 

attachment to the powers that be as part of the ideological state apparatus. Chinese news 

is likely to be predicated on how it might best serve the interests of the state’s structural 

needs in political and social control, not on enlightening or alerting the public. This is the 

essence of the mass propaganda model that became the received perspective on mass 

communication in China throughout the first three decades after 1949”.  

Furthermore, the developing countries were usually portrayed with the negative 

perspectives in terms of crisis, social conflicts (UNESCO, 1985). Goodman (1999) 

examined that the coverage of China by The The New York Times and The Washington 

Post from the cold war’s collapse to post cold war years, 24% of the reports were about 

severe crisis, 70% about social conflicts, and 32% about violence. China has received 

more negative coverage after the collapse of Soviet Union further described China as the 

enemy of the United States (Stone&Xiao, 2007). For instance, In Perlmutter’s study 

(1996), the bias and evaluation of China was based on the American foreign policy. The 

coverage of China reflected American ideological perspectives and tended to concentrate 

on disorder public crisis. For example, Xie (2008) conducted a research study on 

examining the news framing of Nixon’s visit to China in 1972 and Chinese President Hu 

Jintao’s visit to the U.S. in 2006. It found that the dominant ideology in U.S. society 

functioned as the major source of news framing in the coverage by measuring a 

qualitative framing analysis of two elite newspapers. Both of the two newspapers’ 
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coverage reflected the ideology of negative bias in terms of anti-communism in the 1970s 

and China’s threat as a developing power in late 1990s. Another study of reports on 

China from The New York Times during 1949 to 1988 revealed that the news was 

consistent with the shift of U.S. China policy (Yan, 1993). What’s more, from 1992 to 

2001, The The New York Times and The Los Angles Times reported on Chinese issues 

with negative and unfavorable tone generally in terms of political frame (Peng, 2003). In 

the 1990s, the theme of “anti-communism” and the depiction of “corrupt, incompetent, 

and unyielding communist regime” often largely and frequently covered U.S. news media 

of China (Wang, 1991). The news narrative on China’s human rights events has been 

shared widely and has became a major focus by U.S. media coverage since 1990s, the 

U.S. media put on steam human rights violation in unfriendly and Communist countries 

and overlook disagreement in friendly countries (Herman&Chomsky, 1988). Xu and 

Parsons (1997) conducted content analysis to explore the image-making news flow 

between China and U.S. during a time of diplomatic stability in the mid-1990s by 

measuring 2,000 news stories from six major Chinese and U.S. newspapers including 

People’s Daily, Guangming Daily, China Youth Daily, The New York Times, Christian 

Science Monitor, Washington Post. They found that China’s newspapers expressed 

considerable emphasis on American interventionism through diplomatic activities and 

military initiatives, while U.S. newspapers emphasized human rights abuses and U.S.-

China trade issues. China’s newspaper commented any viewpoint on the U.S cautiously 

and politely, or they rarely did comment. In contrast, U.S. newspapers regularly used 

harsh terms in describing China’s government. They called China “ repressive” and “ an 

international outlaw” regarding political dissent and religious freedom.  
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However, the subtle shift as a tendency to change Chinese issues framed by U.S. 

media, which occurred when the former U.S. president Clinton visited to China in 1998. 

The major U.S. media, which like The The New York Times, USA Today, The Los 

Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, reported news on China’s progress and openness 

much more objectively and differently than before (Ching, 1998).  

Currently, the coexistence of state-controlled ‘party organs’ and market-oriented 

‘mass appeal media’ is a distinct characteristic of the media market in China (Chan, 

2003). Both types of media competed with each other for readers. Also, some Chinese 

media have served as the agenda setters of the governments’ response (King-wa Fu, 

2012). Chinese political system has stayed mostly completed and conducts under the 

sustained influence of communist ideology, which was expected to practice obvious 

influence on the news coverage (Ramaprasad, 1998). Furthermore, political ideology is a 

very strong indicator and factor in determining the overall direction of foreign news 

coverage (Wang, 1992). Instead of focusing on expressing the Communist Party’s 

perspectives on issues through obvious international propaganda, China increasingly 

seeks to build global public image by disseminating stories in China and the world via 

foreign media outlets (Bakshi, 2011). Under the system of Chinese media, media outlets 

of different types utilized news frames in varying degrees in their reporting of topic. 

Some certain media like Sohu, although limited by government oversight, covered the 

SARS outbreak in a manner that would both appease the Chinese government and 

provide coverage appropriate for its distinct Internet audience (Hong, 2007).  

In China, media are treated as propaganda tools to promote party lines and 

policies. In the US, media are known for professionalism and autonomy (Yang, 2003). 
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For the present study, a smaller set of studies have compared Chinese and U.S. news 

media framing of specific events and issues. Taken as a whole, these previous studies 

suggested that news media framing often differs from one country to the other. 

Thus, this study addresses the following research questions based on the literature 

review: 

RQ1: What is the main issue identified in the Chinese newspaper coverage of the 2014 

Hong Kong uprising?  

RO2: What is the main issue identified in the U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong 

Kong uprising?  

RQ3: What is the secondary issue identified in the Chinese newspaper coverage of the 

2014 Hong Kong uprising?  

RO4: What is the secondary issue identified in the U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 

Hong Kong uprising?  

RQ5: What is the overall bias of Chinese newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong 

uprising? 

RQ6: What is the overall bias of U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong 

uprising? 

RQ7: What are the differences of main issue between Chinese newspaper coverage and 

U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising? 

RQ8: What are the differences of secondary issue between Chinese newspaper coverage 

and U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising? 

RQ9: What are the differences of overall bias between Chinese newspaper coverage and 

U.S. newspaper coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising? 
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Chapter 3 - Methodology 

 Materials  
All news articles on 2014 Hong Kong uprising from the China Daily and The 

New York Times from August 17th 2014 through January 8th 2015 were chosen for 

analysis. The time frame was selected because it represented the most controversial 

period from when Chinese government announced the 2017 Hong Kong election 

wouldn’t be changed in August 15th 2014 until a certain period after December 15th when 

Hong Kong uprising officially be ended. These newspapers were chosen for analysis 

because they are prosperous news media with outstanding reputation and resources to 

conduct fair reporting and they set high journalistic standards. Each newspaper also 

targets largely different audiences in terms of international area. The China Daily and 

The New York Times are both national newspaper. In total, 152 articles were analyzed. 81 

were from China Daily; and 71 were from The New York Times.  

 Procedures  
In a preliminary reading of the articles, six categories of issues for measuring 

main issue and secondary issue were identified: (1) history, (2) economy, (3) politics, (4) 

protest, (5) profile of protesters, (6) others. Using these categories, two coders identified 

the main issue and secondary issue of each story in the pre-test. If more than half of a 

story was devoted to one of the six issues identified, then the overall story issue was 

identified as such. Coder reliability after twenty pretests for this measure was 90 percent.  

Three categories of overall bias used in the articles were also identified in the 

preliminary readings: Pro-change, Anti-change and Neutral. Pro-change refers to a story 

which is inclined to express a perspective of supporting 2017 Hong Kong election should 
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be changed. This position is the same point of view as the protesters. Anti-change refers 

to a story which is inclined to express a perspective of supporting 2014 Hong Kong 

election should not be changed, which corresponds to the same side as the Mainland 

Chinese government. Neutral refers to a story which does not express a clear perspective 

on bias of Pro-change or Anti-change.  

To measure overall bias, a method similar to Powers (2000) was used. The two 

coders used a quantitative procedure to measure overall bias. Two coders counted the 

direct quotes and leads according to the different bias. If an item from either direct quotes 

or lead was constructed like an argument support statement of 2017 Hong Kong Election 

should be changed, it was coded as Pro-change with a positive one. If an item from either 

direct quotes or leads was constructed like an argument against statement of 2017 Hong 

Kong Election should be changed, it was coded as Anti-change with a negative one. If an 

item from either direct quotes or leads was constructed like a statement does not have any 

bias on this event, it was coded as neutral with a zero. Items included official direct 

quotes (government figure, society scholar, journalist, etc.), unofficial direct quotes 

(citizen, protesters, etc.) and leads. A positive number was recorded as a symbol of Pro-

change bias, a negative number was marked as an indicator of Anti-change bias and a 

zero indicated the article was neutral or free of bias. The final step was to sum all the 

numbers. If the result was a positive number, the overall bias of this article was coded as 

Pro-change; If the result was a negative number, the overall bias of this article was coded 

as Anti-change; If the result was zero, the overall bias of this article was coded as neutral. 

Coder reliability after twenty pretests for direct quotes and leads was 90 percent. Coder 

reliability after three pretests for overall story balance was 94 percent.  
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 Data Analysis  
All 152 articles were identified, bookmarked and viewed online. The codebook 

was marked by hand for each article, entered into Microsoft Excel, and then imported 

into IBM SPSS Statistics 22.0 for analysis. The codebook for this study primarily relied 

on categorical information. As such, SPSS analysis was conducted using, frequency 

counts, cross tabulations and Pearson’s chi-square.  
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Chapter 4 - Results 

 Main Issue  
The first research question identified the main issue covered in the coverage of 

the 2014 Hong Kong Uprising in the China Daily during the August 17th 2014 – 

December 18th 2014. For the China Daily, Table 1 indicates that the largest category of 

coverage was the protest, with 45.7 percent of the stories being devoted to this topic. 

Politics was the next largest category, with 40.7 percent. Economy was the third largest 

category (6.2 percent); followed by profile of protesters (4.9 percent) and history (2.5 

percent); the category of others was the smallest category (0 percent). Since the coverage 

of protest and politics has the similar percentage, the Research Question One has been 

identified as protests and politics are the main issue covered in the China Daily.  

Table 4.1. Main Issues and Secondary Issues of Stories in China Daily and The New 
York Times 

Percent Main Issue of 
China Daily 

Main Issue of 
The NYTs 

Secondary Issue 
of China Daily 

Secondary Issue 
of The NYTs 

 

Protest 
Politics 

Economy 

45.7 
40.7 
6.2 

35.2 
35.2 
1.4 

29.6 
28.4 
8.6 

32.4 
32.4 
4.2 

Profile of Protesters 4.9 25.4 4.9 15.5 
History 
Others 

2.5 
0 

1.4 
1.4 

0 
28.4 

15.5 
0 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
The second research question identified the main issue covered in the coverage of 

the 2014 Hong Kong Uprising in The New York Times during the September 23th 2014 – 

January 7th 2015. For The New York Times, Table 1 indicates that the largest category of 

coverage were the protests and politics, with each of these topics representing 35.2 

percent of the total stories. Profiles of protesters was the next largest category, with 25.4 

percent. History, economy and others were the smallest categories (1.4 percent). Since 

the coverage of protest and politics has the same percentage, the Research Question Two 
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has been identified as protests and politics are the main issue covered in The New York 

Times.  

 Secondary Issue  
The third research question identified the secondary issue covered in the coverage 

the 2014 Hong Kong Uprising in China Daily during August 17th 2014 – December 18th 

2014. For the China Daily, Table 1 indicates that the largest category of coverage was the 

protest, with 29.6 percent of the stories attributed to this topic. Politics and Others were 

the next largest category, with 28.4 percent, followed by the economy (8.6 percent) and 

profiles of protesters (4.9 percent). History was the smallest category (0 percent). Since 

the coverage of protest and politics have the similar percentage, Research Question Three 

has been identified as the largest occurrences of secondary issues in the China Daily. 

Another category is also necessary to be addressed for analyzing the secondary issues 

framing, which is the category of “others”. It included topics such as critics of 

interference in Chinese internal affairs, description of other student organizations and 

evolution of Chinese law in Hong Kong. For instance, one of the samples talked about 

another student organization in Hong Kong and suggested Hong Kong needs more youths 

like this.  

The fourth research question addressed the secondary issue covered in the 

coverage of the 2014 Hong Kong Uprising in The New York Times during September 23th 

2014 – January 7th 2015. For The New York Times, Table 1 indicates that the largest 

category of coverage were politics and protest, with 32.4 percent of stories attributed to 

this topic. History and profiles of protesters were the next largest category, with 15.5 

percent, followed by the economy (4.2 percent). Other was the smallest category (0 
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percent). Since the coverage of protest and politics has the same percentage, Research 

Question Four has been identified protest and politics are the secondary issue covered by 

The New York Times.  

 Overall Bias  
The fifth research question examined the overall bias of China Daily during the 

August 17th 2014 – December 18th 2014. For China Daily, Table 2 indicates that the 

largest number of stories framed the topic as containing a neutral bias (59.3 percent). A 

bias of anti-change was detected in the second-largest number of stories (37.0 percent). A 

bias of pro-change was found in only 3.7 percent of the stories used in this study. From 

this statistical report, the Research Question Five has identified the overall bias of China 

Daily as Neutral.  

Table 4.2 Overall Bias of Stories in China Daily and The New York Times 
 

Percent China Daily The New York Times 

 

Neutral 59.3 25.4 

Anti-Change 37.0 11.3 

Pro-Change 3.7 63.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 

 

The sixth research question examined the overall bias of The New York Times 

during September 23th 2014 – January 7th 2015. For The New York Times, Table 2 

indicates that the largest number of stories framed the story as pro-change (63.4 percent). 

A bias of neutral was detected in 25.4 percent of the articles. Only 11.3 percent of the 

stories were coded as anti-change. From this statistical report, the Research Question Six 

indicates the overall bias of The New York Times is pro-change.  
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 Differences in Coverage  
The seventh research question asked whether or not there were differences in 

main issues in coverage between China Daily and The New York Times. A chi-square test 

of independence was performed to examine the difference of main issues between China 

Daily and The New York Times. The difference between these variables was significant, 

X2 (5, 152) = 15.745, p≤.01. An analysis of the cross tabulations statistics (See Table 3), 

indicates that the expected count, as calculated in SPSS, for politics and protest among 

the samples of China Daily were expected to be 30.9 and 33.0, as calculated in SPSS, 

respectively, and 33 and 37 were observed, respectively. However, that is not where the 

difference between the coverage of the two publications really exists, nor is it within the 

categories of history, economy and others. The biggest difference in coverage is the 

treatment of profiles of protesters. China Daily was expected to have 11.7, as calculated 

in SPSS, but only 4 were found. What’s more, for The New York Times, 10.3 were 

expected as calculated in SPSS, but 18 were identified. From these findings, the 

difference of main issues between China Daily and The New York Times is the treatment 

of the profiles of protesters category.  
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Table 4.3. Comparisons of Main Issues of Stories in China Daily and The New York 
Times 

 Main issue Total 
History Economy Politics Protest  Profile of 

Protesters 
Others 

Newspaper 

China Daily 
Count 2 5 33 37 4 0 81 
Expected Count 1.6 3.2 30.9 33.0 11.7 .5 81.0 

 
The New York 
Times 

 
Count 

 
1 

 
1 

 
25 

 
25 

 
18 

 
1 

 
71 

Expected Count 1.4 2.8 27.1 29.0 10.3 .5 71.0 

Total 

 
Count 

 
3 

 
6 

 
58 

 
62 

 
22 

 
1 

 
152 

Expected Count 3.0 6.0 58.0 62.0 22.0 1.0 152.0 
        

N=152, Chi-square = 15.745a, df=5, p≤.01 
 

The eighth research question concerned whether or not there were differences of 

secondary issue coverage between China Daily and The New York Times. A chi-square 

test of independence was performed to examine the difference of secondary issue 

between the two publications. The difference between these variables was significant, X2 

(5, 152) = 38.396, p≤.000. A cross tabulations analysis (See Table 4), indicates that the 

expected count for politics and protests stories among the samples of China Daily was 

expected to be 24.5 and 25.0, as calculated in SPSS, and 23 and 24 were observed, 

respectively. Minimal differences were also identified between the expected and 

observed frequencies of coverage in the category of economy between the two 

publications. Once again, the biggest difference was found in the categories of profile of 

protesters and others. China Daily was expected to have 5.9 occurrences of history 

coverage, as calculated in SPSS, but none were found. What’s more, for The New York 

Times, 5.1 were expected, as calculated in SPSS, but 11 were observed. In the category of 

others, China Daily was expected to have 12.3 occurrences, as calculated in SPSS, but 23 

were observed. Lastly, The New York Times was expected to contain 10.7, as calculated 
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in SPSS, but none were observed. Added together, the findings indicate that the primary 

difference of main issues between China Daily and The New York Times are the 

categories of history and others.  

Table 4.4. Comparison of Secondary Issues of Stories in China Daily and The New 
York Times 

 Secondary issue Total 
History Economy Politics Protest  Profile of 

Protesters 
Others 

 

China Daily 
Count 0 7 23 24 4 23 81 
Expected Count 5.9 5.3 24.5 25.0 8.0 12.3 81.0 

 
The New York 
Times 

 
Count 

 
11 

 
3 

 
23 

 
23 

 
11 

 
0 

 
71 

Expected Count 5.1 4.7 21.5 22.0 7.0 10.7 71.0 

Total 

 
Count 

 
11 

 
10 

 
58 

 
46 

 
15 

 
23 

 
152 

Expected Count 11.0 10.0 58.0 46.0 15.0 23.0 152.0 
        

N=152, Chi-square = 38.396a, df=5, p≤.000 
 

The ninth research question aimed to examine if there was a difference of overall 

bias between China Daily and The New York Times. A chi-square test of independence 

was performed to examine the difference of overall bias between China Daily and The 

New York Times. The difference between these variables was significant, X2 (2, 152) = 

62.737, p≤.000. A cross tabulations analysis (See Table 5) indicates that the expected 

count for Pro-change articles in China Daily is 25.6, as calculated in SPSS, but only 3 

were found. Conversely, The New York Times was expected to yield 22.4 Pro-change 

articles, as calculated in SPSS, but 45 were found. Furthermore, the expected count for 

Anti-change in China Daily is 20.3, as calculated in SPSS, but 30 were found. For The 

New York Times, the expected count of Anti-change articles was 17.8, as calculated in 

SPSS , but 8 were found. Lastly, the expected count for Neutral articles in China Daily 

was 35.2, as calculated in SPSS, but 48 were found. And for The New York Times, the 

expected count of Neutral is 30.8, as calculated in SPSS, but 18 were observed. Thus 
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there’s a significant difference of overall bias between China Daily and The New York 

Times. From theses findings, the difference of overall bias between China Daily and The 

New York Times is completely difference in terms of Pro-change, Anti-change and 

Neutral bias.  

Table 4.5. Comparison of Overall Bias of Stories in China Daily and The New York 
Times 

N=152, Chi-square = 62.737a, df=2, p≤.000 
 

  

 Overall bias Total 
Pro-Change Anti-Change Neutral 

Newspaper 

China Daily 
Count 3 30 48 81 
Expected Count 25.6 20.3 35.2 81.0 

 
The New York Times 

 
Count 

 
45 

 
8 

 
18 

 
71 

Expected Count 22.4 17.8 30.8 71.0 

Total 

 
Count 

 
48 

 
38 

 
66 

 
152 

Expected Count 48.0 38.0 66.0 152.0 
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Chapter 5 - Discussion 

 Study Implication 
This study suggests that the framing of the 2014 Hong Kong uprising in China 

Daily and The New York Times differs significantly. The two publications paid similar 

amounts of focus on the same main issues and secondary issues for covering stories, but 

they have completely different ways to frame this public event to their readers. The 

identified issues comprising the frames suggest quantitative differences in the way the 

newspaper covered the 2014 Hong Kong uprising. China Daily was less likely than The 

New York Times to include information on the coverage of profiles of protesters and the 

history of protests. This could possibly means that the political ideology and history 

could be major factors that impact the overall bias of news coverage. China Daily 

included very few stories that were framed as supporting pro-change. Conversely, The 

New York Times included more than double the expected numbers, as calculated on 

SPSS, of stories with a pro-change bias.  

Although the coverage of China Daily and The New York Times focused on the 

same main issues of politics and protest, the secondary category of main issue comprising 

the frames indicate quantitative difference between the two publications. The results of 

this content analysis show that they have significant difference on covering profiles of 

protesters. The stories of China Daily reflect far less humanism on covering this event. 

By comparison, The New York Times was far more likely to include coverage of the 

protesters and contain a human element in their stories. From the literature review, the 

political ideology could be a factor, which can impact the framing of news coverage. This 

indicates, the authors, editors and gatekeepers of a news story are likely to be inclined to 
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follow their own political ideology on story framing. Under the system of Chinese media, 

news reporting of different types utilized news frames in varying degrees in their 

reporting of topic. Most of protesters description were more likely to express the bias of 

Pro-change, as propaganda tools to promote Chinese party lines and policies which is 

different from the United States, it may not covered as much as The New York Times did. 

But China Daily and New York Times have the same main focuses on covering the 2014 

Hong Kong Uprising, which shows that although the news media limited by government 

oversight, covered the internal affairs in a manner that could both appease the Chinese 

government and provide coverage appropriate for global audience. This could possibly 

mean that Chinese news coverage shows less humanism for certain political affairs, 

which might harms Chinese public images and policies.  

Secondly, from the literature review, the news framing could be impacted by 

history as well. This means, the history of Chinese protests could possibly be a factor that 

could impact the framing contained within stories. The quantitative differences in 

covering history of secondary issues between the two publications indicate that China 

Daily did not mention the former history of protests at all. However, The New York Times 

was much more likely to cover the history of Chinese protests. For example, The York 

Times included many historical stories of Tiananmen Square and other former protests in 

Chinese history. These kinds of articles potentially related negative history its readers in 

the coverage of the current Hong Kong Uprising. Furthermore, most of the stories about 

the history of Tiananmen Square provided potential similarities to the 2014 Hong Kong 

Uprising. The China Daily avoided any historical impact, by not including any aspect of 

previous protests in their coverage. By comparison, U.S. coverage was more likely to 
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include a historical perspective in its stories rather Chinese coverage. From the literature 

review, Chinese government blocked activists from using media as an effective political 

tool through censorship and regulation in order to lead Chinese audience to have a 

supportive perspective of Chinese policies. Thus China Daily, as Chinese government 

mouthpiece, it gives supportive direction to audience by avoiding to include the 

detrimental historical events. Since the meaning of same topic could be framed 

differently in different national contexts and cultural background, U.S. media are known 

for professionalism and autonomy. Thus The New York Times has far less limitation on 

covering foreign political issues. However, with lack of history coverage, the result of 

this study also shows another significant difference on examining secondary issue- the 

use of what was coded as an “other” category. Compared to The New York Times, the 

China Daily was more likely to cover irrelevant things rather than history of protests. 

Such as a reporting from China Daily was titled “HK needs responsible youth”, it talked 

about another organization of students in Hong Kong and how protesters harm the city’s 

job market. Other irrelevant things also included Chinese law, Hong Kong in 1997, critics 

of interference in China’s internal affairs and so on. This perhaps suggests that Chinese 

news coverage included numerous irrelevant stories and plenty of distraction from main 

issues in an attempt to avoid any negative effects of covering the historical failures or 

other anti-Chinese government topics.  

According to the former differences of issues framing, the quantitative results of 

content analysis show a significant difference on overall framing bias between China 

Daily and The New York Times in terms of Pro-change, Anti-change and Neutral frames. 

China Daily shows a distinctly Pro-Mainland China bias in its coverage. The findings of 
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this study support this perspective, which has been mentioned in previous research. It 

indicates that national political interests play a significant role in framing the 

international news coverage because of its decisive role in making government policies 

and subsequent actions. Liu (2009) had pointed out that the U.S. and China are two 

respective nations with structural contradictions such as ideology cultural perspectives. 

Furthermore, Chinese journalism has been heavily concerned with the impact and 

pressure of politics. Thus the result of China Daily overall bias supports previous 

research. It indicates that the Chinese government plays a significant role in controlling 

the process and development of journalism. Chinese journalism is likely to show its 

political bias toward patriotism for Mainland China. However, while the China Daily 

includes a large number of stories with an overall bias of Anti-change, by comparison, 

The New York Times is far less likely to do so. From former studies, Wang (1991) 

concluded that in the 1990s, the theme of “anti-communism” often largely and frequently 

covered U.S. news media of China. Furthermore, Yan (2003) founded The New York 

Times and The Los Angeles Times reported on Chinese uses with a negative and 

unfavorable tone generally in terms of political frame. Xie (2008) also discovered that 

negative bias in terms of anti-communism was reflected in the U.S. newspaper. From the 

results of this study, similar results emerge in terms of bias on Chinese political affair. In 

conclusion, U.S. news media and Chinese news media still have major differences 

regarding of political interests and national context.  

 Limitation 
Several limitations exist for this study. First, although the two newspaper chosen 

could be said to be representative of the news media in their respective country, the 



 36 

amount and representation of the sample does not cover all media frames of Chinese 

news media and U.S. news media. A sample of multiple newspapers rather than just one 

would increase the generalizability of the findings and significance level. Furthermore, 

the findings from visual media, social media or other forms of media may likely yield 

different results. One final limitation to note is the conceptualization of some of the 

variables used in the study, particularly debatable ones such as overall bias. The coder 

reliability of certain variables is a possible limitation. The gap between perspectives of 

definitions may impact code result. For example, the variables of bias include categories 

of Pro-change, Anti-change and Neutral, and coders had to make a qualitative decision 

about content. Although particular caution was paid to intercoder reliability in this study, 

validity and reliability of the concepts are still legitimate concerns.  

 Future Study  
While this study analyzed only two newspapers, future studies must compare 

coverage of more newspapers or television. Meanwhile, since news stories also include 

pictures, it is important that future studies examine the visual element. Another area of 

future study is Chinese news coverage of external affairs. For example, what if Chinese 

news coverage covered U.S. political events? Chinese news coverage may frame it 

differently from current study. As studies move toward more Chinese news coverage of 

external affairs in the future, it is imperative that the news media provide a 

comprehensive look at issues that affect their audience and society. There is no better 

institution than news media to provide various perspectives on society.  
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Appendix A - Code Sheet  

Code sheet: The current research is to analyze the newspaper of China Daily and The 

New York Times that covered Hong Kong Uprising.  

 

V1. Story ID: ________ 

V2. NEWSPAPER   0=China Daily   1=The New York Times   ________ 

V3. ITEM DATE: ________ 

V4. LENGTH OF STORY: ________ (Words) 

V5. MAIN ISSUE: ________ 

1. HISTORY 

2. ECONOMY 

3. POLITICS 

4. PROTEST 

5. PROFILE OF PROTESTORS 

6. Others 

V6. THE SECONDARY ISSUE: ________ 

1. HISTORY 

2. ECONOMY 

3. POLITICS 

4. PROTEST 

5. PROFILE OF PROTESTORS 

6. Others 

V7. STORY TYPE: ________  

0= Hard News  

1= Soft News 

V8. USE OF VISUALS: ________ (NUMBERS) 

V9. CONTENT OF PICTURE: ________ (MULTI-CHOICES)  

0=PROTEST SCENCE    

1=GOVERNMENT FIGURE    

2=FEATURES MAJOR PROTESTER  

3=DRAWING 
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4=Others 

V10. NUMBER OF CRITICS OF COUNTRY: ________ 

V11. NUMBER OF DIRECT QUOTES:   ________ 

         NUMBER OF DIRECT OFFICIAL QUOTES:   ________ 

         NUMBER OF DIRECT UNOFFICIAL QUOTES:________ 

V12. THE NUMBER OF DIRECT QUOTES MENTIONED PRO-CHANGE:_________ 

V13. THE NUMBER OF DIRECT QUOTES MENTIONED STATUS QUO: ________ 

V14. THE NUMBER OF DIRECT QUOTES MENTIONED NEUTRAL: ________ 

V15. THE NUMBER OF LEADS FOR PRO-CHANGE: ________ 

V16. THE NUMBER OF LEADS FOR STATUS QUO: ________ 

V17. THE NUMBER OF LEADS FOR NEUTRAL: ________ 

V18. BIAS OF NEWS STORY:   ________ 

       0=PRO CHANGE   1=ANTI CHANGE   2=NEUTRAL 
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