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CHArrER I 

TTIE PROBLEM 

Introduction 

Arnold :ore, author of "he Negro in America, was quoted 

in an article by illiam L. Dulaney as saying: 

Negro crime news gets grest publicity. rlo many 
white northerners, the crime news is the most important 
source of information they get about Negroes. To 
white Foutherners, the crime news reinforces the stereo- 
types and sometimes server to unite the white community 
for collective violence against regroes. 'The crime 
news is unfair to Negroes because, on the one hand, 
it emphasizes individual cases instead of statistical 
proportions ane, on the other hand, all other aspects 
of -Negro life are neglected in the white prest that rives 
the unfavorable crime news undue weight.' 

Jean Ann "oughton, in a study of the coverage by the daily 

news media of black communities in the an Francisco lay area, 

concluded: 

. . . with few exceptions coverage was incomplete, 
sporadic, and tending to report only the most dramatic 
and violent happenings or the most articulate, colorful. 
Negro spokesman, with very little attempt made to do 
background or in -depth reporting. Regularized, sys- 
tematized lines of communication from the news media 
to the Negro communities have not been established, 
and in most cases the news media editors and managers 
expressed reluctance to change established news gathering 
practices which tend to concentrate on spot news of 
official agencies, government officials, and the financial 
districts, and which do not lend themselves to inves- 
tigation of complex social issues.2 

lAaliam L. 1.7,ulaney, "Identification of 14ice in Newspaper 
Crime Stories," Journalism :;quarterly, X.L:I (Autumn, 1969), 603. 

2Jean Ann 7oughton, "The 'stablishment iress and the Negro 
Community," Journalism Abstracts, II (1969), abstract no. 174. 
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4.n assistant to the publisher of a large California 

daily newspaper is reported to have said the following in expla- 

nation of why the paper does not print much news about residents 

in the local ghetto: Look, we want to reach people who spend 

their weekends skiing, the couple that flies to London for a 

vacation. Of the advertisers of the paper, They're not paying 

to reach poor people. "3 

According to Dulaney, hlliot _i'udwi^,k, a sociologist 

at Southern Illinois Univelity, said in 1962 that Pegro suspects 

and offenders are identified by race in must Southern newspapers 

and in some non-Southern papers. Such a practice seems unfair 

and misleading," ,iudwick said. 'hile iegroes do have a nigher 

arrest rate than whites, a newspaper's race labeling of egroes 

(but not of whites) tends to give the impression of an even 

higher rate of Legro criminality. 4 

Dulaney continued, quoting E. H. Sutherland and Donald h. 

Cressey: 

The belief of the ordinary citizen that Legroes 
have a much larger number of crimes than have whites 
may well be based on the policy of many newspapers 
inserting the word "Negro after the name of all persons 
of that race who are accused of crimes. If these papers 
had a policy of inserting the word 'republican' or 
:baptist' after the name of every person arrested who :9S 

a epublican voter or a member of a Baptist church and 
making no mention of the political or religious affiliation 
of all other persons accused of crimes, the public would 
soon be convinced that itepub4cans and baptists were 
unusually addicted to crimes., 

3Melvin iviencher, 'journalism: The Way It Is as Seen 
by Black rieporters and Students,' Journalism Oiarterly, 
(No. 3, 1969), 504. 

14Dulaney, Identification of ?Lace, 6Q3. 

Slbid. 
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It should be acknowledged now that what a newspaper 

prints and how it prints it is the result of a variety of 

factors. As aoy E. Carter said: 

The events which make the news, the material 
which is 3hanneled to the paper by wire services aria 
by other news sources, and the pressures for publicity 
exerted by organized groups are examples of influences 
over which the paper has little, if any, control. 
Flow a given story is 'played is also dependent on 
the news judgment of one or more editors and upon 
the context provided by the other news of the day. 
6ometimes a newsman may be subject to policy pressures 
from within the newspaper organization, and inevitably 
his news gathering and news treatment are affected by 
his own, associations, his own beliefs, attitudes xad 
values.° 

Because of comments like these, the author wondered what 

kind of an image of black Americans was being projected by 

newspapers, what aspects of Negro life were most likely to reach 

the pages of "white'' newspapers and whether the image projected 

was consistent or congruent with empirical data. 

Thus, the author began a content analysis of news of 

black Americans in Achita, h.ansas, as presented in news and 

feature articles, staff editorials, and pictures in The Vichita 

Eagle and a comparison with empirical data. The period of study 

included all issues of the paper in the months of January and 

February, June and July, and October and November in 1963. This 

included only articles, editorials, and pictures which contained 

specific references to Negroes' or 'blacks who were residents 

of .ichita or who visited .ichita during the study period. It 

did not include news of black Americans outside ,ichita who did 

not visit the city during the study period. 1,or did it include 

6R0, E. Carter, 'Segregation and the News: A Regional 
Content Ltudy, Journalism ,uarterly, (inter, 1557), 9 
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articles which might be about J,egroes in Achita but which contained 

no references to Eegro or black. 

One part of the study was a descriptive picture of black 

Americans in ichita as constructed through a content analysis 

of the Eagle. In the second phase of the study the author constructed 

an empirical picture of black Americans in .ichita through the 

use of sociological, demographic, and other data. A comparison 

of the two pictures followed to determine whither the image of 

black Americans in Achita as presented by the Eagle was consistent 

or congruent with the empirical image. 

Coverage of black Imericaas in s,ichita by the Eagle was 

also compared with the ideal as expressed in the theory of social 

responsiJility of newspapers, various journalism codes of ethics, 

and an admonishment from an investigative commission. 

The study was relevant to the field of journalism because 

it was an analysis of the content of a major Kansas newspaper. 

The importance of the study was in demonstrating whether the 

Kansas newspaper with the largest circulation in the state pre- 

sented a consistent image of black Americans in .ichita. In 

addition, it was the author's desire to relate this coverage to 

various journalistic codes. 

The author acknowledged that there were other sources of 

information about 1,egroes in ichita besides the Eagle, such as 

another newspaper and the various broadcast media. Personal 

contact between blacks and whites was also a source, although it 

was not believed that such contact was very extenLiv0. 

Lost of us depend upon mass-communication products 
for a large majority of all the information and enter- 
tainment we receive during life. .hat most of us think 
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we know is not known at all in the sense of experience 
and observation. The expanse of our knowledge of public 
affairs must come from the mass nedia.7 

The sarie is true about information on 14egroes in A.chita. The 

Eagle was likely an important source of news about the black 

community- -news that probably was not known through actual 

experience or observance by whites. The importance of an accurate 

picture being presented and the fact that such an investigation 

has not been conducted to the author's knowledge seemed ample 

justification for undertaking this study. 

A number of definitions were established at the outset. 

"Content analysis, as defined by Bernard Berelson, was a research 

technique for the objective, systematic, and quantitative 

description of the manifest content of communication. 6 For the 

author's purpose, content analysis referred to a method of 

analyzing pertinent news content in the Eagle. This involved 

constructing a descriptive picture indicating what the Eagle 

told its readers about the black community in ,ichita. It also in- 

volved some quantification of nateria. 

News" referred to all news and feature articles, staff 

editorials, and photographs which contained references to blacks' 

or ' egroes who were residents of ,ichita, 1,-,ansas, or who visited 

there some time during the study period. 

Blacks or iiegroes included only those who lived in 

7' illiam L. Avers and ilbur ,7chramm, /esponsibilit2_in 
ass Communication (Nov. ed.; ew carper and Aow, Publishers, 

1909), p.-4. 

8Claire .)elltiz, and others, :research Methods in r'ocial 
relations (.rev. ed.; New York: volt, Rinehart and Idnston, 
P. 335:- 
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ichita during the period studied or those who visited A.chita 

during this time. News of other Negroes was excluded in order 

to prevent the number of references from being prohibitive. 

1pirical data referred to sociological, demographic, 

and other data obtained through the use of scientific procedures. 

descriptive picture was constructed by using infor- 

mation directly from the newspaper content to construct the 

image of Ne groes in .ichita and to indicate what the Eagle told 

its readers about blacks and the black community in Jichita. 

in empirical picture of Negroes in i,ichita was constructed 

using sociological, demographic, and other data. 

,,urvey_of Literature 

There were three main divisions in the survey of lit- 

erature: (1) relevant methodology; (2) black Americans and the 

news media, particularly newspapers, with an examination of past 

and ideal press performance; and (3) sociological, demographic, 

and other studies of Negroes in Wichita. 

Claire Selltiz, 1Marie Jahoda, Morton Deutsch, and Stuart ... 

Cook's Research Methods in Social Relations and ::.chard Budd 

and .obert K. Thorp's An Introduction to Content Analysis were 

used as an introduction to the technique of content analysis. 

'2erelson's definition of the technique has already been mentioned. 

Selltiz and others described content analysis as a special 

technique developed for describing in systematic form the content 

of communication. It should be added that this meant communication 

in the various social sciences and not just content of the mass 
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media. They stated that both quantified and unquantified eata 

have a legitimate place in contemporary social science. 

Eelltiz indicated that content analysis proceeds under 

certain controls that render it systematic and objective compared 

to a conventional review or critique of communication content. 

These controls included: 

1. Categories of analysis used to classify the content are 
clearly and explicitly defined so that others can apply 
them to the same content to verify the conclusions. 

2. The analyst is not free to select and report merely 
'That strikes him interesting but must methodically 
classify all relevant material in his sample. 

one d-lantitative procedure is used in order to provide 
a measure of the importance and emphasis :in the material 
of the various ideas found and to permit comparison 
with other samples of materia1.9 

:fn general, the steps to follow in Conducting a content 

analysis include: 

1. .formulate a research problem 

2. Develop a study design 

3. Establish categories for the classification of data 

4. `systematically tabulate and summerize the data in terms 
of the categories.10 

elltiz said that determining the sire of a sample and 

who to sample, the time period of the analysis, and the reliability 

of responses and classification are problems faced by social 

scientists in such a study. 

7ued said content analysis cannot by itself prover 

bias. It will not tell Ilat the *.writer had ir rlind when he wrote 

91bid., p. 336. 

1°Ibid.9 P. 337- 
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it, what response the triter hoped to elicit from his audience, 

nor the effect of a communication on a reader. Content analysis 

is only a description of manifest content. It shows only the 

recurrence or absence of content symbols--symbols which have 

been given certain "meanin" by the analyst.11 

Lurid mentioned three questions which are fundamental 

to all research technioues: 

1. Tow precise are the observation 

2. Can other scientists repeat the observations? 

3. 'Do the data actually demonstrate the conclusions? 

It was with these questions in mind and 7uddls advice 

to adapt, revise, or combine techrlcues in content analysis 

to fit the individual needs of one's study, that the author 

devised his research strategy, 7hich was fully discussed in 

another section. 

lly tee studies utilizing comparisons similar to the 

author's were found in the survey of the literature. They 

were Adolph C. Goldsmith's "A. tudy of the Cbjectivity of Treat- 

ment of :;ov. 7uey Long by !ix Louisiana Deily lewspapers during 

LongIF First 'leven 7onths in Office" and G. John Levin, Jr.'s 

"ers of Indirt in Three American lapers." 

The purpose of noldsmith's study was to examine press 

performance in a specific controversy. The ''picture of Long 

in the press was compared with a "historical picture" of the 

governor. The historical picture was constructed from writings 

11A.chard Budd and Robert 1, Thorp, An Introduction 
to Content Analysis (lows City: tate -Lniversity of Iowa, l3),.r. 
P. 1. 
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of historiars, political scientists, journalists, and others 

and from interviews and correspondance with contemporaries of 

Ion. It was used as a point of reference with which the 

published statements in news stories and editorials from the 

r17 pacers were compared. 

Ievin compared the American image of India as derived 

from a questionnaire of an earlier study with the content of 

three American papers. 

"A ystem of Categories for Ceneral News Contnnt" by 

Chilton 3ush and other studies offered ideas on possible 

content categories. 

In the second area of the survey, which. concerned black 

Americans and the press, the most interesting aspect was the 

sparsity of research done in this area, at least until very 

recently. 

Tn "Coverage in Six New York Daily Kewspapers of Zalcolm 

and Tis lacic 14ttionalist Lovement: A `:tudy," Jon A. Loosenraad 

sought to determine how some of the nation's newspapers reacted. 

to a person regarded by "most whites anr many 'moderate' blacks" 

as being, one of the foremost "hatemongers, and how the press 

reacted to nalcolm ;,t. break with the :lack uslims and his 

change in views. 

''oughton's study of the coverage of black communities 

in the l'rancisco ay area by the daily news media was noted 

earlier. 

toy F. Carter, in Segregation and the 'Iews: A legional. 

Content Study," Was concerned with the attention selected news- 

papers gave the deserregation issue, the probable sources of 



deregregation-related news, the presence or absence of stereotypi- 

cal references, and the types of "race-labelins" which would be 

used by pro- and anti-integration spokesmen. 

eencher, in "Journalism: The ',4f.y It Is, as cen 

by lack eporters and .'Itudents," sought to learn how more mem- 

bers of minority groups could become journalists ane how they 

fare( when they were employee. 

The effects of racial identification in news stories 

were studied in :;llaney's "Identification of race in Newspaper 

Crime Ftories" which has already been mentioned and 7:0y E. 

Carter's sia1 Identification 74Tects upon the '27ewr Ftory 

vriter." :ialaney tested the proposition that newspapers are 

more likely to identify race in a crime story when the suspect 

is a Negro. Carter used students in writing classes at five 

universities to test the effect on writers of knowing the race 

of a suspect when they were asked to write a crime story. 

Cther studies concerned the black press and a "second 

look" at 7enry Watterson of the Louisville Courier-Journal, a 

"friend" of the black people. 

Tesponsth1ity in l'ass Communication by illiam I. Rivers 

and chramm, 222....7213icricnarlerress edited 

by Jack Lyle, Leleortfh.::at-Commission on Civil 
o.sorders, various research studs, end a number of codes of 

conduct in the field, of mass communications discussed the role 

of the mass media in modern society and offered" evaluations of 

part media performance and of possible measures of "ideal 

coveraee. 
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7he irony of the close public attention and criticism 

of the mass media springs from the fact that never before have 

the media been so conscious of their need for responsible per- 

formance. Towever well or ill they actually perform, a self - 

consckOna quality is now a heavy overlay on their actions."12 

Undoubtedly the most important effect of the media 
is to feed the ground --to deposit layers of information, 
day by day, hour by hour, so that a base is laid for 
the knowledge on which we can walk. Compared with the 
occasional great and dramatic changes we can attribute 
to the media, this slow, continuing, never-ending 
effect is immensely more powerful and significant. -3 

According to rivers, the Commission on Freedom of the 

aupported by private philanthropy and staffed by scholars, 

said in the 194C's: 

It is the duty of the press to provide a truthful, 
comprehensive, and intelligent account of the day's 
events in a context which gives them meaning. The 
press should serve as a forum for the exchange of 
comment and criticism, give a representative picture 
of the constituent groups in society, help in the 
presentation and classification of the goals and 
values of the society, and provide full access to the 
day's intelligence. The major mission of mass communi- 
cation is to raise social conflict frpm the plane of 
violence to the plane of discussion. 

fivers mentioned four concepts of mass communication: 

authoritarianism, libertarianism, the !oviet Communist theory, 

the theory of social responsibility. P.eferring to the last 

as Ea struggle for responsible performance,' Tavers snip ''social 

responsibility is defined by various publishers and journalistic 

groups; it certainly is relative, and sometimes nebulous; and 

12A.vers, es oneibility. t. 2. 

13Ibid., p. 28. 

14-1bid., pp, 47-4% 
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no solution that would be videly agreed upon and enforced can 

ever be reached. In fact, the whole point of social responsibility 

is that it is defined by journalists and enforced not at all."15 

e added that responsible performance is viewed differently by 

different journalists. 

Ielitical scientist ':arole La&well said communication 

serves at least three functions in a society: 

1. Iraintains surveillance of the environment; 

2. Coordinates the response of society to the environment; 

3. Trensmits the society 's culture.16 

Iyle added that the function of surveillance has been institu- 

tionalized in the journalistic media. 

Communication in its broadest form, Lyle said, is per- 

haps the most important foundation of a harmonious society. 

owever, he had this comment on the presentation of news 

today: 

The citizen is conditioned to perceive the news 
as a succession of discrete crises which suddenly 
burst upon his consciousness and just as suddenly disa- 
pear. The citizen-reader assumes that the crises have 
been successfully resolved as they no longer appear in 
the media.17 

Lyle also contended that it is paradoxical that the 

objective news report may be more biased than the interpretative 

because of its lack of depth. Continuity vas an element often 

lacking. he result was that news continues to be primarily 

15Ibte.. p 50. 

16Jack Lyle, ed., The lack American and the iress 
(Los Angeles: arc Litchie ress, c196S), P. 

171021i., p. 
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action-oriented, with little emphasis on explanation and little 

treatment of potential problems. A source of the failure in 

reporting the Negro problem stemmed from previous ignorance 

or lack of concern about the Negro community. In terms of the 

usual criteria, the Negro community has not traditionally been 

overly newsworthy, Lyle claimed. 

Another source on black Americans and the news media was 

Fisher and Lowenstein's Race and the News Media. 

In the Report of the National Advisory Commission on 

Civil Disorders, better known as the Kerner Commission Report, 

it was concluded that: Despite instances of sensationalism, 

inaccuracy and distortion, newspapers, radio and television 

tried on the whole to give a balanced, factual account of the 

1967 disorders." However, the report continued: 

Important segments of the media failed to report 
adequately on the causes and consequences of civil 
disorders and on the underlying problems of race relations. 
They have not communicated to the majority of their 
audience - -which is white--a sense of the degradqtion, 
misery and hopelessness of life in the ghetto.lO 

Other sources on press performance in covering civil 

disorders included a special section in Columbia Journalism 

Review on journalism and the Kerner Report, McMillan's "The 

Press and Civil Disorders: A Problem in Public Communication," 

Meyer's 'A Newspaper's Role Between the Riots," and various 

conferences on the mass media and race relations. 

18 
Report of the National Adviso Commission on Civil 

Disorders, Bantam Books New ork: Bantam Boo s, nc., 
p. 20. 
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Various codes of conduct offer evidence that journalists 

have given thought to achieving the type of responsible coverage 

suggested by sources such as the Kerner Report. The Canons of 

Journklism, 'Criteria of a Good Newspaper, and The Journalist's 

Creed' presented ideal conditions which members of the mass 

media were said to strive for and which were ethical standards 

of the profession. 

The primary function of newspapers is to communicate 
to the human race what its members do, feel, and think. 
To its opportunities as a chronicle are indissoluably 
linked its obligations as teacher and interpreter. 
By every consideration of good faith a newspaper is 
constrained to be truthful. It is not to be excused 
for lack of thoroughness or accuracy within its control, 
or failure to obtain command of these essential qualities. 
Headlines should be fully warra4pd by the contents of 
the article which they surmount.'/ 

A good newspaper: 

. . . reports fully and explains the meaning of local, 
national, and international events which are of major 
significance in its own community. Its editorial comment 
provides 3n informed opinion on matters of vital concern 
to its readers. By reflecting the total image of the 
community in its news coverage and by providing wise counsel 
in its editorials, a good newspaper becomes a public 
conscience. 

The newspaper shall select, edit, and display 
news on the basis of its significance and its genuine 
usefulness to the public, and serve as a constructive 
critic of government at all levels, provide leadership 
for necessary reforms or innovations, and expose any 
misfeasance in office or any misuse of public power.20 

The third part of the survey of literature included 

sociological and demographic sobV1006 of information on the black 

community in -.1chita. 'arren M. Banner's 'A Review of the 

19"The Canons of Journalism.'` Adopted by the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors at its first annual meeting in 1923. 

20, Criteria of a Good Newspaper. Associated Press 

Managing Editor's Association, 1962. 
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Economic and Cultural Problems of Wichita, Kansas' was the main 

source. It was a study of the black community in Achita by the 

National Urban League. The '1968 Annual Statistical report' of 

the Wichita Police Department and various census sources were 

also used. 

The Hypothesis 

The major hypothesis of the study was: 

The narrative or impressionistic picture of black 

Americans in Wichita, Kansas, as constructed from a content 

analysis of news and feature articles, staff editorials, and 

pictures in The Wichita Eagle which contained specific references 

to 'Negroes or "blacks'' who were residents of Wichita or Who 

visited Wichita is not consistent or congruent with the picture 

of black Americans in Achita constructed through the use of 

sociological, demographic, and other data. 



C7APTFR 

REFFARCF STRATEGY 

All issues of the city edition of The lAchita agle in 

the months of January and February, June and July, and Cctober 

and November in 1968 were examined in the study. Lnly news 

and feature articles, ,Sagle, editorials, and pictures which 

contained specific references to "Negroes" or "blacks" who were 

residents of Wichita or who visited chita during the study 

period were evaluated. 

Content Categories 

Various studies using content categories were surveyed, 

with that of Chilton R. rush being the most useful.1 Aeven 

content categories were developed for this study and have been 

defined below; 

1. sports -- included news of sports activities in L1.chita; 
of present or former 'A.chita athletes. The category 
included news of sports events as well as the athlete 
himself. 

2. Education-included news of private and public schools; 
colleges or universities; night schools; trade schools; 
adult education; statements by educators; activities of 
schools; school problems; school standards; and school 
achievements. 

'Chilton R. gush, "A System of Categories for General 
ews Content," Journalism Quarterly, XXX'iIi (Spring, 1960), 

pp. 206-210. 

16 
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3usiness--includee news of businesses; of business 
management; of employment and unemployment; of jobs 
or positions; and of the economy in general. 

4. Dousing -- included news of present or future housing; 
the condition of housing; and governmental activities 
related to housing. 

5. wealth -- included news of public health; of health 
agencies and institutions; health of the individual; 
messes and diseases; and preventive aspects of health. 

6. Crime and judicial proceedings--included news of trials; 
acts of crime; and arrests. The category included news 
of civil disturbances only if formal charges had been 
or would be filed. 

7. Civil conflict-included news of riots or civil protests 
in which there were no criminal charges filed, but 
Merely a confrontation. The category included news of 
physical but not verbal confrontations. 

. Politics -- included news about politics in general on 
the city level or a higher level affecting the city; 
aspects of city politics; issues; politicians; candidates, 
and criticisms of governmental activities. The category 
of politics included verbal confrontations of a politi- 
cal nature, but not physical confrontations, although they 
might be politically motivated. If the political news 
was not general but was, for example, about housing, 
then the item was classified in the more specific 
category of housing. 

9. Amusements--included news of entertainment or enter- 
tainers and events, celebrations, or contests for rec- 
reation. 

10. Civic recognition--included news of honors, awards, or 
heroics. The category was meant to be general in nature. 
For example, if an item tells about good scholarship 
in school, the item was classified under education. 

11. Liscellaneous--included ail items which were not classified 
in any of the other categories. This category included 
news of weddings, funerals, and persons in military 
service. 

The definitions of the categories were not an indication 

of all of the situations belonging in a particular category as 

this was impossible to anticipate. Instead, the definitions 

served only as a guide for the content of each category. 
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The author tested the clarity of the content cateF,ory 

definitions and the reliability of classifying material by 

having five graduate students classify twenty items. Using the 

classifications of the author as a basis, the percentages of 

agreement of the five with the author were 90, 80, 75, P0, and 

95. Tt was concluded that this analysis represents a reliable 

and objective investigation. 

Standard Data Porn 

A standard' data form was developed and printed on 

four- by six-inch note cards. The form was used in evaluatinE 

each item (article, editorial, or picture). The following 

information was obtained when applicable from each item: 

1. Whether item was an article, editorial, or a picture. 

2. 17:ate of publication of item. 

3. Content category. 

4, Source of the item (wire service or staff). 

5. Fage on which the item appeared. 

6. Position on the page. 

7. LenFth of the item in column inches, headline included. 

8. :.exact headline. 

9. 7eadline width in columns. 

10. Teadline size in points. 

11. Size of the photo (x columns by xx inches). 

12. iosition of photo on the page. 

13. Whether the item was "jumped" to another page. 

14. A short summary of the item. 
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o deterTline the position of an item each :;arc: was di- 

vided into four equal parts--upper left, upper right, lower left, 

and lower right. To determine the left-right direction, if any 

part of the item was in the left half, it was said to be left; 

otherwis% it was right, To determine upper-lower direction, 

if any part of the item was in the upper half, the item was 

said to be upper; otherwise, it was lower. 

Once the information was recorded, the author used 

three quantitative measures of the content in the various 

categories: (1) number of items in each category; (2) number 

of column inches in each category; and (3) attention score of 

each category. It should be noted that items that were jumped 

to another page were not considered separate items in the first 

two measures. They were considered separate items in determining 

the attention score of each category. This was done to allow 

evaluation of the display cf the jumps. 

Attention "'co 

The attention score was designed to evaluate the display 

of an item in the newspaper. Others such as 7wdd, ralcolm 

7rederick 7'. C. Yu, and rartin 7.riesberg have used such 

a device for this purpose. 7ludd used four criteria for deter- 

mining the relative importance of news stories and their display: 

horizontal headline size, position of article on the page, 

length of the article, and the page on which it appeared. 

tested the valietty of the criteria by askin Fe, en editors 

questions such as: is a story with a multi-column herCl!ne more 

important (or pre:anent) than one with a single column; headlinei 
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The variables used in the attention score of thi 4. sty 
were: (1) pate number and section where the item is located; 

(2) position on the page; (3) headline or picture width; 

(4) headline size; and (5) length of item, in column inches. 

The higher the attention score an item received, the more 

prominently it had been displayed in the paper, an e, presumably, 

the more likely it was to be read or at least noticed by the 

reader. To say it another way, the to her the score an item 

received, the more attention it was gi7en by both the editor 

and the reader. Each article or editorial could receive up 

to a maximum of twenty-five points. Lach picture could receive 

up to nineteen points. 

Fig. 1 shows the point values assigned to each variable. 

Fig. 2 shows the variables grouped according to the point values 

assignee. 

Comparison of "l'ictures" 

Information from the content analysis of the :fable, 

quantitative and descriptive, was use in constructing a nar- 

rative or impressionistic picture of black Americans in Wichita. 

Information from various sociological, demographic, and other 

sources was used to construct an empirical picture of :egroes 

in A.chita. 7he two pictures were then compared to determine 

if they were consistent or congruent. 
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Foints Variable 

i. Location of item. 

front page (1A) 
3 any inside front page (l 3. 10, 1D, etc.) 
2 on an inside sports page or on editorial page 
1 on all other inside pages 

4 
2 
1 

6 
r; 

4 
73 

Fosition of item on the page. 

upper left 
upper right 
lower left 
lower right 

3. Deadline Width or column width. 

for headlines or pictures 5-8 columns wide 
per dolumn for headlines or pictures 

1-4 columns wide 

4. Feadline sizes. 

for headlines larger than 48 points 
for 48-point headlines 
for 42-point headlines 
for 36-point headlines 
for 30-point headlines 

1 for 24-point headlines 
0 for 18- and 14-point headlines 

5. Length of article. 

4 over 2" inches 
3 16 to 20 inches 
2 11 to 15 inches 
1 6 to 1C inches 
0 1. to 5 inches 

*In determining the attention score, the length of each item 
was rounded off to the nearest inch. 

1.--Attention score: point values by var .pble 
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Variable 

eadlines larger than 1411 points 

5- to 8-column headline or picture 
49-point headlines 
Item on page lA 
pper left position on page 

4 4-column headline or picture 
42-point headline 
tipper right position on page 
ever-20-inch item 

3 

1 
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Item located on front page of an inside !motion 
3-column headline or picture 
36 -point headline 
16--20-inch item 

Located on an inside sports page or 
editorial page 

Lower left position on page 
2-column headline or picture 
30-point headline 
11--15-inch item 

Location on an inside page* 
Lower right position on the page 
1-column headline or picture 
24-point headline 
6--10-inch item 

16- and 14-point headlines 
1--5-inch item 

*fteept sports page, editorial page, or front page of an inside 
section. 

TAP.. 2.--Attention score: variables by point value 



CRAFTER III 

THE PICT' T PRESENTPD BY TFE 

A narrative or impressionistic picture of black Americans 

in vi hita was constructed. through a content analysis of the 

;Achita argyle. The information, quantitative and descriptive, 

was derived from an evaluation of the 374 items in the stady. 

The items were articles, pictures, and editorials which contained 

specific references to "Negroes" or "blacks" who were residents 

of A..chita or who visited Wichita during the study period. 

":here were 176 news items, 193 picture items, and editorial 

items. 

The following was a picture of black Americans in ichita 

as projected by the 4 

;7Ports 

Pictorial coverage of the black athlete was extensive, 

but only rarely was he identified as a Negro in sports news 

items. Nearly half of all the picture items of Negroes were 

sports pictures. According to pictorial coverage, the black 

athlete was often the "star" of a team or tl7e 'hero" of a game. 

Re "holds "L'Ij hopes," "seeks rushing record," ''scores twice," 

"leaps for a layup," or ends "brilliant career."1 This photo 

1}'ietures, ,Zichita le, Nov. 30, 196, p. 70; 
cr,r. 7, 196F,, p. 1E; Oct, 7, kf96P, p. 3C; Feb. 22, 196', ",p.. 1F; 

oh. 26, 196P, p. 2B. 
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coverage was largely of football and basketball games of Irichita 

11147h schools and colleges. It portrayed game action or pre-game 

build-up, in most instances. 

here were only two sports stories containing specific 

references to :egroes. Jackie nobinson, the first Nero baseball 

player in the major leagues, was to speak at a dinner of the 

National Conference of Christians and Jews in A.chita,and the 

A.chita "occer Club planned a clinic so that Negro children could. 

learn to play the game. All they needed was a ball, a pair of 

sneakers, and a field. 

As seen. in 71g. 3 (end of chapter), 4P.7C of the picture 

items were sports, and 1.1 of the news items were sports. 

These accounted for 45.1 of the picture inches and C.LP: of 

the news inches. 

gduoation 

Cane- fourth of the news items were in the education cate- 

gory, the largest percentage in any news category. The issue 

of de facto segregation prompted the amount of coverage for the 

most part as the :Department of 17ealth, Education and elfare, 

ordered the city to close one predominantly-black inter- 

mediate school and to desegregate seven elementary schools or 

face the loss of is 5 million in federal funds. 

A prominent Negro civil rights leader in Wichita charged 

that "school districts purposely were gerrymandered to contain 

egro students and that teachers and courses in iero-majorIty 

schools were inferior.'2 The school board createda compliance 

2"tlegro and Educations to Be Debated," Ibid., Jan. 7, 1968, 
p. 10A. 



cerimittee to coordinate information necessary to nake decisions 

on civil rights matters. After a meeting with officials of an 

"compliance team," the boarC was given more tine in which. to 

Mahmit a i,escaregation plan. The board was, in part, waiting on 

a special committee report that focused or reregation complaints 

in the public sbhools. 'arious plans were discussed in the 

meantime, but r,) committee report was forthcoming,. Pinally, 

EEW ordered a desegregation plan to be submitted by the first 

of the year. he controversy continued after the end of the 

study period, 

One of the plans discussed concerning the junior high 

was to use it as a predominantly-black elementary school at 

least on a temporary basis to relieve overcrowding of other 

Negro elementary schools. Lse of it as sue- would gradually 

decline until termination in 1970. Then the building could be 

used as a special education center or as an educational activity 

center for innovative instruotion, both of which would not be 

predominantly Negro. 'Me director of second. ry education in 

Wichita was asked if use of the school as a predominantly white 

junior high had been considered, '7e said yes, but this would 

mean cross-busing, 

Cne-ray busing of elementary school pupils was in its 

second year in A.chita in 1968, although. the scale was small. 

Eighty students from a predominantly Negro school were bused to 

other schools. i41;ny of those bused were students with the 

highest grades. Because they were being bused they could not 

participate in such activities as Brownies since they had to 

catch the bus right after school, e7hey also had to be at their 
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former school earlier because the bus picked them up there. A 

new builAirc at the former school had been given top priority 

several times, but had not yet been built* 

Flans to bus 200 more pupils from predominantly blac 

elementary schools were anno4nced later. :lusing was suggested 

because of a lack of classroom space and not for integration 

reasons. 

Cther news items mentioned efforts being made to educate 

teachers dealing with disadvantaged chiltren. A sensitivity 

7/orkshop for about 100 teachers was designed to help them under- 

stand themselves and their reactions towa rd. the disadvantaged 

and to improve their attitudes toward themselves and the disad- 

vantaged. A panel at a Kansas teachers meeting discussed personal 

injustices suffered by minority group members. he A.chita 

Community Action Program sponsored a van to be used as a class- 

room to teach Negro history, for taking underprivileged children 

on weekend camping trips, and for transportation to the city 

library. 

School activities were discussed, ranging from a high 

school group formed to promote racial harmony, to activities 

during Nopro 71story Week in the public echools, to a black 

culture weekend in conjunction with 7omecoming activities at 

:ichita .:7tate University (Mj). 

Other items told. of the appo .,4" a :;ei3;ro as an 

acillnistrative assistant to the dean of stVents and sociology 

instructor at WSU, comments by a 'egro sociology professor on 

violence. in America, and a black basketball star now n college 
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largely because of the help he received in tqle Upward Mune 

program which offers tutoring and encouraget students to continue 

in school. 

ilciatorial coverage in the education category emphasized 

rchool activities, special education programs, and individual 

eegroes. eictures in the first group ranged from Junior lympics 

competition, P. "piano van program in which elementary school 

pupils were taught rhythm, music appreciation, and singing, 

to activities during Negro A.story Week whicl" inclffed study of 

famous leegroes and a "time tunnel" by the students In et-leh 

they projected themselves in the roles of doctors, teachers, 

d governors, to the production of a movie at a Wichita high 

school with a biracial cast. 

Another group of pictures showed small fry anglers trying 

their luck in a summer camping and outdoor program sponsored by 

the public schools, a 6-year-old 'Legro boy who missed the bus to 

his 7ead 'etart class and walked five miles because he didn't 

want to miss it, and read start children receiving firemen's 

hats during Fire Trevention Week. It also showed 1=eFro women 

receiving instruction in various types of classes such as art, 

clothing, and charm. 

The third group of pictures shows individual We roes, 

ranging from a htth school basketball star in the Upward Bound 

program, to blacks appointed to positions at Ure.C., to those 

speaking out on the present education system and violence 'n 

America. The only photo coveraee related to the major education 

issue of desegregation were pictures showing Negro punils waiting 
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to boaxd buses for schools in other areas and, the Negro attorney 

who charged. the .Achita public school system with perpetuating 

segregation and brought suit against it which resulted in E60s 

desegregation orders. 

":here was only one editorial in the education category 

e7en though this topic received the most news item coverage and 

even though the education controversy ,,!as one of the main issues 

during the study period. file editorial comment was not related 

to the controversy. The supported an attempt by a Kansas 

leF'Arlator from A.chita to work more l'egro and other minority 

group history into the school curriculum* but added that it was 

out of the legislative realm to do this. It said the Wichita 

school system is adopting integrated texts, but the problem is 

that publishers have been slow to react to a national need for 

books with a more integrated. history. 

As seen in Fig. 3, 25.Cs. of the news items were education, 

and 13.5 of the picture items were education. One of the five 

opinion items was education. These accounted for 24.62 of the 

news inches, 18.1 of the picture inches, and 18.2 of the opinion 

inches. 

3usiness 

sews items of blacks in the business category formed a 

hierarchy in itself, ranging from the black prnressional to the 

semi-skilled Le ro out of work. At the top were two articles in 

which George 'eaver, Assistant . :;ecretary of *labor for 

International Affairs, explained how a tariff hike was a threat 

to the nation's economy and Leon :hallace, -tie now head of the 



29 

eteran's Administration facility in A.chita and the first Negro 

to hole such a position, discusser' his views on civil rights. 

en the next level, the first black-ol'nee and operated 

repermarket in ichita was opened, finance' by ellind .10-shares 

of stock and governed ,. by a board of directors which included 

mothers on welfare, youths, aircraft workers, and professional 

people. A black youth group originally formed during an out- 

break of racial disturbances in the eagro area to "cool" things, 

was operating a hamburger stand and service station in the black 

area. 'he group was sponsoring a Negro fashion show to raise 

money for younger blacks to open a shoeshine shop. "A delighted 

crowd of about 200," including eichita's mayor and a city 

commissioner viewed "a colorful array of the wildedt in men's 

wear,"3 A black interior decorator and furniture designer hae 

work on display at a local art museum. Another fashion eroup, 

black and white, mixed fashions with understanding. A black 

high school student was the top male achiever of the year in the 

eichita junior Achievement program. And four of "the nine black 

militants" were suspended from their federal Sobs with the 

Community Action 'erogram pending the outcome of their teials for 

allegedly assaulting two Toeel Cities offieials.4 

ost of the news items on the bottom level discussed. the 

need for more are better employment opportunities for minorities 

and some of the local efforts to create such opportunities. 'The 

executive eirector of the (klahome City Purian relations Commission, 

IC !how 'Shockingly' A,fferent," lbie., June le, 
1e6P, p. A. 

41,1* 
re Charged 'eith Motel Attack Suspendee prom Federal jobs," 

Ibid., ov. 1, 3.968, p. 117. 
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at a reaional conference er employment and human rights in Achita, 

charged that adequate employment, the key to human rights, can- 

not be achieved through present city and state programs. 

said part of the present crisis ras 5u.6; to no national program 

to deal with the problems of the poor. 7,e added that the crisis 

was not caured by acAtatorS Or malcontents, but by Food whites 

who refused to accept others who are different. A resolution 

passed at the conference stressed. integration of non-whites 

into all levels of businesa, by preferential hiring if necessary. 

Federal a encies in Wichita joined in a campaign to 

smooth the way. for any qualified person to enter federal em- 

ployment throupt a program to inform the public about government 

job. In earlier times it was raic7 that blael,rs and other 

minority persons could not beat the system so they gave UT 

trying. Now they could, but they still have a negative attitude 

toward government work opportunities. The plan as not derigned 

to bend. the regulations to get a cert. In number of minority 

grou. p persons on the government payroll, though.. 

Because of city commission action, more than two thou- 

sand firms doing business with the city were to be scrutinized 

for compliance with anti-discrimination laws. If they were not 

complying, they would. lose the city's business. The city expected, 

to receive a 0.4,00C federal (rant to increase employment and 

job opportunities for minority races with firms contracting with 

the city. The program would help insure equal. employment oppor- 

tunities for minorities and help firms comply with anti- 

discrimination laws. 
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The ':.omen in Community F'ervice is the route women take 

to enter the Job Corps as it screens prospective female trainees. 

A program involving the Urban League, the 'A.chita Chamber of 

Commerce, and the Community Action rogram was helping Negroes 

break job barriers in 14Achita. Also an Apprentice Information 

Center was formed to heln minority group members enter appren- 

tice programs, but success was slow. A major problem was that 

the applicants would not show up for interviews at prospective 

places of work. It was believed they felt the tests were being 

used to eliminate them. 

eihe Tuman Resources Pevelopment Advisory '..oard learned 

that while it strug:71ed to develop a major program to find jobs 

for hard core unemployables, the vichita Police 7epartment had 

quietly located jobs for 220 of them, black and white, in the 

last year. .Tany of them had criminal records. 7ighty-five per 

cent of them were still working. 'Twenty minority group persons 

were enrolled in a training program that would lead to employment 

in Wichita banks. '.:alfway through the training period, students, 

teachers, and founders considered the program a huge success. 

One of the instructors said she had never taught a more res7lon- 

sive student group in thirty years of teaching. 

embers of the Wichita Library 3oarr1 were tole that a 

case charging racial discrimination in the dismissal of a former 

library custodial worker was closed after a satisfactory adjust- 

ment was made, he dismissed worker was not rehired, however, 

because she had another lob which she did not want to leave. 

lActure items formed the same hierarchy, with photos of 

eaver and '-allace as well as photos of the head of the summer 
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recreation planning project and the director of the -7ead start 

progIssm in Achita. 

to the next level, photo coverage ranged from a girl 

working as a ed Cross volunteer in A.etnam, the furniture 

des& ner, and the to male acheiver in Junior Achievement to 

shoppers in the black- owned supermarket and a. former rundown 

restaurant that war converted into a place where the younger 

set could, get soft drinks and get together. 

Cn the bottom level, photos showed blacks receiving 

instruction in various training programs and working at a 

senior citizens center. 

'Two of the five opinion items were in the business 

category. he !stgle said the banking industry had taken the 

lead in starting meaningful action to meet a pressing social 

need, but the minority training program would be labeled 

tokenism unless other businesses and professions followed suit. 

olile government action programs can help some, the ':axle 

contended the ultimate solution lay within the private sector 

of the economy. 

In another opinion item, the Eagle mentioned several 

examples of private businesses having programs training and 

employing the hard core unemployet ",his shows that help can 

oriFinate in the private sector as well as in the federal govern- 

ment. It contended this is where the real propress will be made 

in the future. 

As seen in Fig. 3, 12.5:: of the news items were business, 

of the picture items were business, and 27.3; of the 
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opinion items were business. These accounted for 11.57 of the 

news inches, 9.P, of the picture inches, and 267' of the opinion 

inches. 

7ousing 

Another important issue Involving blacks in A.chita 

during this study period concerned a shortage of low-cost 

housing for low and moderate income families, many of whom were 

egro. Charles McCarter, chairman of the rumen Resources 

evelopment Advisory 73oare, said that one reason for racial 

unrest in A.chita has been a lack of adequate housing for the 

Door. Use of public housing and construction of low-cost 

housing were possible approaches to the problems, according to 

news items in this category =. 

The Federal 7ousing Authority (1717A) agreed to sell 20C 

of its 399 repossessed homes in Yichita to the Local !ousing 

Authority (I..A) which would rent them to low-income families. 

seventy -five per cent of the present 334 public housing units 

in A.chita were occupied by white families, largely elderly or 

disabled. In February, 409 of the 63P applicants to LIA seeking 

housing assistance were Negroes. A legro member of IPA opposed 

the WA offer because I"A would have its choice of only 346 of 
the 399 I-17A units, all of them located in a preominantly-black 

area of the city. Later, the choice was changed to include 

units in other carts of the city. 

was considering applying for federal. funds to con- 

struct 300 additional units of public housing, but decided 

against this. The A.chita Urban League requested the City Commission 

to enforce its earlier directive to to apply for funds to 



construct the 300 units. Motives of the commissioners were 

questioned by some blacks after they appointed two persons to 

IY.A who were known to oppose public housing. fforts of a 

citizens' housing committee led to 700 more families applying 

to LFA for public housing, presumably proving a "need" for such 

housing. in July, LF:A announced that it was nov accepting 

applications for public housing only from elderly families, 

indicating that the work load and the fact that all of the units 

were filled were reasons for the policy. The article did:mot 

ex lain. vhy applications from the elderly were still being 

accepted. 

he 7agle said a petition campaign to halt public housing 

in A.chita was slowed because of a lack of funds and a fear of 

involvement 

The issue involved in the second approach, the construction 

of housing for low and moderate income families, was largely one 

of a project applicant getting the property rezoned for such 

housing over the objections of residents living near the pro- 

posed site. The 7:abernacle Eaptist Church which has a predomi- 

nantly black congregation was the sponsor of one such project. 

Its application bounced. back and forth between the city com- 

mission and the city's planning commission for six months before 

the property was rezoned. 'owever, area residents were reeking 

court action to set aside the rezoning. 

The 2agle's 7017 ballot, printed in the paper and taken 

before the meeting on issues that are on the city commission 

agenda, indicated that the housing project was "voter "' down 

9C --8 in the 98 ballots sent in. According to the article, one 



or the comments or t!le ballets raid, "Flnce this no doubt will 

be predominantly ' o, why not 1111.1e it in the northeast part 

of the city, their area?' Another, with comments addressed to 

the VAchita mayor said, "You fellows know this shouldn't be 

approved. . . It will only make unsafe another part of the city 

and create more hate and violence amongst us. Can you stand 

the ugly threats if you reject it? 71emember, those are the 

kind of neighbors they make." Of the sample ballot comments, 

only one was favorable to the project.5 

Another housing issue receiving some attention was a. 

plea to the city to adopt a fair housing law patterned after 

the federal law. 

The only pictorial coverage in this category war of a 

regro attorney who spoke at a city commission hearing. In the 

only opinion item, the Eagle said state and local governments 

can apparently stop worrying about fair housing laws because a 

Tupreme Court ruling appeared to have eliminated toe need for 

additional laws. The court had ruled that an 1866 fair housing 

law barring all racial discrimination, private and public, in 

the sale and rental of property was a valid exercise of con.res- 

sional power. The ::axle, said the ruling does not mean a rush of 

Legroes into white neighborhoods because ''the vast majority of 

:Jegroes cannot .,fford that type of housing,;.'r) I:or does the 

ruling solve the problem of providing adequate housing for poor 

families of all races, the added. 

5 "Tie-nowns ;;in, 7ousing LCses in c rt fleirvey," Ibid., 
Cct. 29, 1968, p. 30. 

6 74ou*ing, a. la 1866 Is _affective j,veryw-here," 
Ibid., June 19, 1968, p. 4A. 



As seen in 71g. 3, 1 r. of th''e nes. items were housinF 

and 0.5; of the picture items were horsing. .ne of the five 

opinion items was housing. These accounted for 19.E of the 

news inches, 0.27 of the picture inches, and 1,P.2 of the opinion 

inches. 

7ealth 

The only news item in the health category was a statement 

by Wichita-Sedgwick County health authorities that the Northeast 

Patrol, Inc., a black youth group, would like to for a new 

"business" and help haul junk cars from private property. The 

proposal was in connection with a recently passed city ordi- 

nance which declared junk cars on private property to be public 

nusiancos and as such they were potential health hazards. 

There were no pictorial or opinion items in this cate- 

gory. The single health item amounted to 0.6 of the news 

items and 0.7;` of the news inches. 

Crime and Judicial Proceedings 

News of crimes involving blacks and judicial proceedings 

arising rrOm crimes were the main areas covered by news items in 

this category. A Negro, in his early 20's, about 5 feet 9, 

carrying a small gun scooped up money from a liquor store cash 

drawer. A 20-year-old %ichitan was shot six times at a dance 

at a hotel. 1olice said an organization of young Negroes called 

on `feir had rented. the ballroom for a private party. Police 

reported a series of rapes and attempted rapes of northeast 

',Achita residents may have ended with the arrest of a suspect. 



37 

The attacker, described as a young Negro male, usually found 

his victims just before dawi. 

In other crime news, there were robberies of a dairy 

drive-in, laundry, grocery store, and a barber supply owner, 

all of them committed by Negroes. A partial description, in- 

cluding race, was given in these articles. 

Passing motorists became targets for rook- throwing 

youths, and three high school students were assaulted "by gangs 

of roving PXoes."7 There was no mention of any arrests. 

In court action, eight witnesses testified at the hearing 

of a fatal hit-run crash. Three men, Negroes, were charged 

with driving a stolen car and leaving the scene of an accident. 

Another court case involved four white youths charged with 

firing a shotgun at the 7el.dgwick County sheriff and a group of 

.egro youths. The youth who allegedly fired the shotgun was 

convicted of wounding without malice. The nine-month sentence 

of the youth was later modified to ninety days and a two-year 

parole. There were no reports of the others involved being 

tried during the study period, 

74 far the most important case was one in which pre-trial 

publicity became an issue. Nine black militants were charged 

with threatening to kill and assaulting two Model Cities offi- 

cials for not hiring a fellow militant as a 090-a-month planner 

in the program. The arrest of the final three charged was 

discussed in an article which detailed again the charges but die 

not repeat what their attorney had said in their eefense. The 

7"7ioienee Rooks East Tigh Area," Ibid., Let. 23, 1968, 
p. 5A. 



attorney filee a motion to restrain "prejudicial pre-trial 

publicity" and attacked the media for reporting that the nine 

are "black militants" and members of the "lack Guards," an 

organi7ation he claimed did not even exist.8 The motion was 

refused. A motion to prohibit attorneys, defendants, and 

witnesses from making statements outside of the court on the 

merits or evidence of the case was also denied. The prosecuting 

attorney said the only out-of-court statemeata made were by 

the defense and that his stateents were part of the court 

record. 

A defense fund to aid five Kansas City men "rho were 

among nine Negroes charged with crimes in the alleged kid- 

napping, and assault of two Wichita Model Cities employes" was 

started in Kansas City by a biracial group of fifteen persons. 

A. co-chairman of the defense effort said, "I base my belief 

in their lnnocence on their past record of performance and 

achievement. "9 

Pictorial coverage of crime and judicial proceedings 

was limited to a single picture that was printed twice. Accordin 

to the caption, "Behind bars there's time for thinking. Youth 

(is) in county juvenile detention ward." The picture accompanied 

the first of a series of articles on the rising juvenile crime 

rate in the city and county. It shoved the arms of a Negro 

draped outside the bars of the cell, cigarette in hand. io face 

was shown. The same picture appeared eleven months late 

e"Fublicity Is Trial Issue for Militants," Ibie., 
Nov. 7, 196P, P. 1A. 

"1'ellnd Started for 5 Accused of C1(1.napping, Attacks ere," 
Ibid., Nov. 14, 1968, p. 



lab led "J117enile Prisoner." '^.e photo was part of a local art 

exhibit.10 

There were no opinion items in this category. As seen 

in Pig. 13.6 of the news items were crime and judicial 

proceedings, and 1.0- of the picture items was crime. 'These 

acc,-)unted for 10.25- of the news incheL,and 1.22i of the picture 

inches. 

Civil Conflict 

The only news item in the civil conflict category 

discussed dissent by students and student violence. 9he dean 

of students at Wichita state University divided the dissenting 

students into three groups--the New Left, a campus issues group, 

and black students seeking dignity and respect. 7e said the 

student violence may produce a backlash that is worse than the 

situation they am striving to correct. 
There were no picture or opinion items in this category. 

As seen in 7ig. 3, 0.6; of the news items and 0.4 of the news 

inches were civil conflict. 

iolitics 

The major political issue in the news items was an at. 

tempted boycott by blacks of tYe uman ',iesources Development 

Advisory Beard (1' TiA3). The board is eligible for some federal 

funds if it meets certain guidelines, including adequate rep- 

resentation by minority races. Five Negro appointees were boy- 

cotting the board in an attempt to force the city to consider 

10Fictures, ibid., Jan. 7, 196P, p. 1A and F ov . 17, 
1968, p. 3C. 
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s fair housing law, construction of 1,200 low-cost housing units, 

a hands-off policy toward the local Community Action Program, 

stricter enforcement of the city codes, building a recreation 

center in the predominantly-Negro section of A.chita, and hiring 

more blacks in city positions. 

The city commission appointee five new members to HEDAB 

when the others continued to refuse to serve. Four of these 

were 'iseroes. The new veterans Administration director, a Negro, 

was appointed along with three black ministers. The re- 

ported that the .TA director had accepted the appointment, but 

in a later article said the appointment was a misunderstanding 

and that he had not agreed to serve on NRDAM. 'the ministers 

did agree to serve, upsetting many in the black community. 

':arious 'egro groups and individuals demanded the three appear 

at a neighborhood meeting and explain why the- accepted the 

positions breaking the boycott. The three did not appear at 

the meeting and the blacks attending voted to boycott their 

churches. 

A second group of news items covered various Negro 

inc7ivivals. Chester. Lewis, Negro attorney from A.chita and 

member of the NAACI, led a splinter drive to change the focus 

of the organization during its fifty-ninth annual convention. 

e charged the present actions of the 7AACP were irrelevant to 

the needs of black people. "owever, the "old guar" beat back 

the attempt by the "young Turks" to make "the moderate civil 

ri7hts organization more militant."11 Iewis announced he was 

11"Lewis Loses in Yotion for ACT lbid 
June 26, 1968, p. 9A. 
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the LIACI. 'Although white racism put us in the ;:hetto, 

black inferiority keeps us there, he said. :'lacks must build 

an economic and political basis of power to be meaningful. 

"only power peaks to power. she missionary area for white 

people is not in the ghetto. It is in the white community. "Z 6 

In another article, Lewis said black power is pro-black, not 

anti-white. 

In other news items, the newly-elected president of the 

Wichita chapter of the LAACr told of his goals for the organi- 

zation, the main one being respect for the black man, the Negro 

city commissioner nominated a person to the Local Fousing 

Authority who was known for rehabilitating a number of apartments 

in the Negro area and for his activities in the Urban 143ague, 

a i egro minister from A.chita was nominated to the tate row 

bation and l'arole 2oare although his approval was being held 

up in order for -tate senators to investigate comments he 

allegedly made in a spee7,h the Lovement of Afro-i,merican 

Unity, and a l'egro announced his candidacy for the L/emocratic 

nomination for Sedgwick County sheriff. 

In another group of news items, the city commission con- 

ducted a series of "town hall" meetings in the predominantly 

Negro northeast section of the city. Commissioners were to listen 

to neighborhood co plaints and concerns and. give the residents 

a chance to speak directly to city officials. In one of the 

meetings, a neighborhood committee proposed that landlords be 

required to obtain annual occupancy permits in order to rent units. 

12 Lewis to Quit NAAC," Tbie,., July 3, 1969, p. 1A. 
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It was also proposed that a tenant's court be established to 

settle disputes between laxIdlords and tenants. City officials 

heard complaints and concerns rogare.ine. -odel Cities program 

planning, public housing programs, and the city's code enforce- 

ment program. 

The Kansas Commission on Civil A.ghts appealed a recom- 

mended 03,787 reduction in its bueet which was earmarked for 

a branch office in ,ichita. The commissiods executive director 

noted that 31 per cent of all the complaints received by the 

commission since 1961 were from Vichita. 1::e also noted that 

28 ner cent of the Legro work force in liansas was in ;Achita. 

ihoto coverage in the category of politics showed 

pictures of the black minister appointed to the JAato irobation 

and iarole Tloard but not yet approved, of Chester Lewis when he 

left the NAACP, the :Jegro city commissioner who was a speaker 

at the YWCA youth hoard conference, of Megro candidates for the 

state legislature from ichita, and of the newly-elected 

president of the Wichita chapter of the NAACI. 

Cne of the five opinion items was in this category. 

The 7agle commented on the exit of Wichita iegro attorney 

Chester Lewis from the NAACL and concurred with his cowionts on 

the use of economic and political power by Negroes. This was 

how the Jews, Irish, and Italians betterci. their situations. 

Their chief advantage over Negroes has been pride in their 

ancestry which was a unifying force. "And this is what black 

power advocates are trying to promote.q3The .;lagle noted local 

13"Ches 
Ibid., July 

6 Lewis' Program for Negroes Makes ense," 
Pe 4A. 
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black-owree supermarkets, a hamburger stand, and a service 

station. :t added that similar projects ought to be started on 

a erander scale. 

As seen in rig. 3, 21.6 of the news items were politics, 

3.1 of the picture items were politics, and one of the five 

editorials was on politics. These accounted for 22.6 of the news 

inches, C.7 of the picture inches, and 20.0" of the opinion 

inches. 

Amusements 

The only news item in this category was an interviee 

with Negro comedian M11 Cosby before his appearance at %ichita 
fate nicrersity. e said he preferred talking to college- 

se, persons most. Te discussed how he started in show business, 

his television series, and future performances. 7e said he 

goes on speaking tours to offset the tension of his work in 

television. 

Photo coverage showed comedian 1111 Cosby smoking a 

pipe as he was being interviewed, a jazz pianist appearing at 

a ichita night club who said a musician's life is a good life 

but a hard one, a soap box derby entrant making a trial run down 

the race track, and a girl at a summer camp receiving archery 

instruction. 

Iiere were no opinion items in this categors. As seen 

in rig. 3, 0,6 of the news items were amusement and 2.(. of 

the picture items were amusement. These accounted for C,..15 of 

the neez inches and 2, O: of the picture inches. 



Civic ecognition 

There were three news items in the category of civic 

recognition. Turned back once by flames, a seventeen-year-old 

legro youth crawled into a window and pulled a neighbor's chile 

from her blazing bedroom. e suffered a gash on his knee in the 

incident. A white youth, saluted in the reguUr 1gle feature 

"Tops among -eons," said he wants to help the '17:Tiderdog" and 

expressed special concern for Negroes because he believed they 

were not receiving "a fair shake." 7e became interested in a 

tutoring program in which Negro children were helped with their 

school work. Negro Col. Fitzroy Newsum was nanee vice commander 

of the 33lst at .:.cConnell Air Force :lase 

in 741chita. was deputy commander for maintenance. Fe was 

a command pilot with more than twenty-seven years in the mili- 

tary. 

Photo coverage of blacks in 'A.chita showed a youth who 

rescued a two-year-ole neighbor child from a fire in her home. 

Fe was later rewarded with a transistor radio by the Downton 

7Awanis Club. A fund started for him contained nearly 60. 

Cther photo coverage included a Negro youth who wa; one 

of 167 winners in the annual Kansas Regional Art Contest, a, 

man who had suddenly gone blind but was determtned to be a rooT 

to door salesman with the help of his seeing eye dog sronsored 

by the Lions Club, the election. of a Negro elementary school 

principal as president of a national fraternity of nen interested 

in community problems, and the promotion of the Negro Colonel 

at IcConnell Air Force aso to vice commander. 



hare were no opinion items in this catecory. As seen 

in Fig, 3, 1,7 of the news items were civic recognition and 

3.1 of the picture items were civic recognition. There ac- 

counted for 3..2;7 of the news inches and 2.Z' of the picture 

Inches. 

A.scellaneous 

All items not classified in any of the other categories 

rere pieced in a miscellaneous cater7ery. Although it might 

have been possible to devise another content category and reduce 

the percentage of items in miscellaneous* it was decided that 

this was not necessary for comparative purposes with the em- 

pirical picture. 

One article in the category vas an in-eepth look at 

the Uegro ghetto a year after the area was the scene of racial 

disturbances. Two clearly definable issues were emerging-- 

black power and. white racism. The biggest change in the black 

community was said to he a growing emphasis on black power, 

an attitude that was pro-black, not anti-white. The harangue 

of "hate Whitey" was being replaced by "black is beautiful" as 

blacks cane to grips with what they had to do to help themselves 

economically, politically, an socially. Afro haircuts and new 

black-owned businesses were evidence of the introspective view- 

point taken by the black community. 7owever, t second issue, 

white racism, was still being avoided by whites. 

In another article, the Sedgvick County Sheriff confirm( 

that he had given civic talks criticizing the news media for 

"irresponsible reporting" euring and after last summer's racial 
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disturbances. e said anyone can make a statement, but if it is 

of an inflammatory nature, it should not be printed without 

proof. ee was also critical of the ;Achita lolice Department 

for helping to form the Northeast ratrol, Tric., a Negro youth 

group. e cited the long arrest records of some of the members 

and staid they should not have any authority. eolice said they 

have no lee enforcement authority and they carry no weapons. 

A patrol member said their function was to influence their peers 

to conform to the law and to provide informetion on potential 

troublemakers. 

The head of the Yichita chapter of the ":rban League 

criticized local and national white communities for "childish- 

ness" in dealine with minority groups. re said prejudice is 

practiced because of a need to be better than someone else. 

Citing the eoeing. Aircraft Company in hichita, he raid it was 

ridiculous that as long as the company has been there with its 

thousands of employes that it has only two Neero supervisors. 

te charged that local Negroes, even those who were well educated 

and trained, usually found themselves by-passed in promotions. 

T!-e national president of 'v:omen in Community Fervice 

(ICF), a egro, spoke at the 7eansas el*C :ay meeting and warned 

that if white America does not chance its attitudes towards 

black America, there will not be a corner of the country that 

doer not suffer, rZCA dialogue groups, with Negroes and whites, 

have met to discuss various topics, including the Teport of the 

::ational Advisory Commission on Civil eieorders. The groups 

are a national project of the 'ACA. An interracial youth group 
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at a local church was seeking new anveers to the race question. 

They learned that a "black" thought of himself as being black 

and was proff to be black while a Negro" was one who let some- 

one else name him. The object of the group was better under- 

standing between races. 

ether mere items concerned the wedding of a Negro girl, 

the family of the black director Orielchitals Community Action 

roeram, a saddle club founded by a Negro, and the formation 

of the first fcshion club for black models whose goal was to 

get more Negro models into ',Achita fashion shows and to estab- 

lish a scholarship program to send blacks to college or charm 

school. 

One reason for the large percentage of picture items 

in this category was that the author decided to classify wed- 

dings, obituaries, and military service news as miscellaneous. 

These accounted. for ten of the, thirty-six items in the cate- 

gory. Thirteen more items were of blacks modeling the latest 

in elothirg styles, some whoel were in fashion shows. 

C)ther picture items showed a Negro fireman crawling 

over tires in s fire at a salvage yard, five coeds at the spring 

formal of a. Negro sorority at A.chita :t-,ate University, a YWCA 

interracial dialogue group discussing various topics, a worker 

loading telephone books into a car for delivery to Uichita resi- 

dents, the family of the Community Action Irogram director, a 

young black girl eho tole what it was like to be young and 

black in the clgle's guest youth column, a white Girl :3cout 

hel:ing a Negro boy in a children's home with a puzzle device, 

and two Negroes The were guest speakers at meetings in ichita. 
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There were no opinion items in this category. As seen 

in Fig. 3. 6.8 ;; of the news items were miscellaneous, and 18.71 

of the picture items were miscellaneous. These accounted for 

7.8;. of the news inches and 20.7. of the picture inches. 

A cuantitative :711mmary 

The author believed it was valid to compare coverage 

among the various content categories, but not coverage among 

news, picture4, and opinion items; and Figs. 4 through 8 were 

developed with this in mind. Comparisons of the categories 

were made on the basis of the three quantitative dimensions 

used in the study--items, column inches, and attention scores. 

Fig. 3 shows the number and percentage of items and 

column inches in each category and the total and average at- 

tention scores in each category. Basically it is a summary of 

the raw data obtained in the study. 

Figs. 4 through 8 were developed for comparative 

purposes. For instance, education, politics, housing, crime 

and judicial proceedings, and business ranked first through 

fifth respectively in having the most news items (Fig. 4). 

The order was only slightly different in Fig. with education, 

politics, housing, business, and crime and judicial proceedings 

ranked first through fifth respectively in having the most 

news inches. There were more crime stories involving Negroes 

than business stories, but the average business story was longer. 

The average attention score of all news items was 16.8 (A.g. 8). 

only housing (20.9), eudeation (17.7), politics (17.7), and 

health (17.0) exceeded the average. Crime was 12.3 and business 

was 14.3. 
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:'ports, miscellaneous, education, and business ranked 

first through fourth respectively in having the most picture 

items (Fig. 6). The ranking for picture inches is the same, 

as seen in Fig. 7. The average attention score for all picture 

items was 946 (Fig. 8). L'nly crime and judicial proceedings 

(11.5), housing (11.0), education (10.5), and sports (9.8) 

exceeded the average attention score. 

I3ecause of having only five opinion items, it was 

deemed unnecessary to compare the content categories formally. 

Cnly one category had as many as two items, and it produced the 

range of length of editorials, eight and one-half inches to 

fourteen and one-half inches. Attention scores ranged from 

nine to thirteen in the opinion items. 



CA 'c NUMBER OF ITT. ';S 

----- 

News Pet Photo 'et Crin Pet 

Sports 2 1,1 94 48.7 0 0,C 

clucation 44 25.0 26 13.5 1 20.0 

7usiness 22 12.5 17 8.8 2 40.0 

7ousinL- 28 15,9 1 ' 0.5 1 ,) 

Health 1 r..6 0 0.0 C. 0,C 

Crime Owl, l'roccedings 24 13,6 2 1.0 0 0.0 

Civil Conflict 1 0.6 0 0,0 0 0.0 

f'olitics 38 21.6 6 3.1 1 20.0 

Amusements 1 0.6 5 2.6 0 0.0 

Civic 12ecognition 3 1.7 6 3.1 0 0.0 

hiscellaneous 12 6.9. 36 18.7 0.0 

Totals 176 100.0 193 100.0 5 100,0 

3--The number and percent. spe _of items 
:gin V column inches in each category anr' t? - - -e otnl. ant' 

average attention scores in each cateory. 
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CM ffilT Ici4 i'";(. 

News Pet Photo rot :.'pin Pet 'News Avg Photo Avg .)pin 

12 0.4 ;04 45.1 0 0.0 1P 9.0 920 9.8 0 0.0 

P13 24.6 162 18.1 10 18.2 '780 17.7 '73 10.5 
' 

9 9.0 

385 11.5 196 9.8. 24 43.6 315 14.3 150 P.P. 25 12.5 

639 19.6 3 0.2 10 1F.2 584 20.9 11 11.0.. 12 12.0 

23 0.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 17 17.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

333 10.2 24 1.2 0 0.0 304 12.7 23 11.5 0 0.0 

14 0.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 9.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

738 22.6 14 0.7 11 200 673 17.7 39 6.5 13 13.0 

17 0.5 41 2.0 0 0.0 15 15.0 45 9.0 0 0.0 

38 1.2 45 2.2 0 0.0 48 16.0 51 P.5 0 0.0 

255 7.8 414 20.7 0 00 190 15.P 346 9.6 0 0.0 

0261 100.0 2003 100.0 55 100.0 2953 16.P 1858 9.6 59 12.2 

3.--Continuee 



CATEGORY 

,'ports 

Education 

Business 

'rousing 

ealth 

Crime and Judicial 

Civil Conflict 

Yolitics 

Amusements 

Civic Recognition 

M.scellaneors 

1.1 

0.6 

o.6 

1 

12.5 

15.9 

13.6 

3 0.6 

1.7 

I 6.; 

0") 

21.6 

12 16 20 24 2P 32 36 40 44 4F 52 

71s. 4.--iercentage of nevs items in each category 



CATEGORY 

sports 

Education 

Business 

iousing 

,tealth 

Crime an( judicial 

Civil Conflict 

olitIc 
Amusements 

Pecognition 

Miscellaneous 

3 0.7 
1 

3 
10.2 

1 

3 P.K 

1,2 

.7.P 

1 

.7.7---1---1717117.: 20 

24.6 

19.6 

22.6 

14' 52 

Fig. 5.--ercentae of column inches in news items in e-ch category. 



CATEGUY 

rAports 

Education 

Business 

ousing 

Crime arir Zur'Acial 

Civil Conflict 
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Ascellaneous 

P. R 

1'3.5 
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'ports 

education 

73usiness 

Musing 

Crime and Juel(Aal 

Civil Conflict 
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Amusements 
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18.1 
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0.0 

3 1.2 
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2.0 

:=] 2.2 
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Fig. 7.-- Percentage of column inches in picture items in each cateory 
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Average of 
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7usilless 
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cr 
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1 
14.'3 
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1 15.P 

12 A 20 i4 

r.0 

0.1 
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1 9.6 
12 1E 2C 

'. -- Average attention score of news items by cateory. 
left; average attention score of picture items by cateFor:. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE EMPIRICAL PICTURE. 

The empirical picture of the black community in Wichita. 

was constructed with information from various sociological, 

demographic, and other sources. The basis of the picture was 

a study of the black community by the rational Urban League in 

1965. The study utili7ed information gathered that year as 

well as eata from the 1960 census. Other sources were used to 

update or supplement the information when available. 

The population of ',A.chita in 1969 was 292,406 of which 

about 25,000 or almost 9 per cent were Negro. The peroentage 

of blacks in 'Jichita had increased 1 per cent since 1960 when 

they represented about 9 per cent of the city's population. 

1950, a little less than 5 per cent of the population was Negro* 

7etweer 1950 e.ad 1960 the Negro population increased 146 per 

cent. As a result of this recent surge in Negro population, it 

became a predominantly young sector of the total population. 

As seen in 75J7. 1 19 per cent of the Negro population was under 

five years of age, compared with 12 per cent of the white popu- 

lation.; 42 per cent of ';iohita Negroes were under fifteen, com- 

pared with 32 per cent of the whites. 

3oth the Negro and white populations in 1Achita had a 

slight preponderance of females. There were 110 Negro females 

for every 100 males and 107 white females for every 100 white males. 

56 
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Age ;:egro White 

Under 5 19 12;=, 

14 or less 42 12 

20 to 45 

6o or older 7 11 

Fig. 9--Partial age breakdown of 1;egroes 
and whites in Wichita.1 

7ouqinr 

Wichita was one of the most highly residentially segre- 

gated cities in the country, ranking fourteenth among 211 large 

cities in 1950. since then the egro population had increased, 

and the ghetto had expaneed.2 

Nearly all of the city's 25,000 blacks were crowded 

into the northeast section of the city. In 1960, one in every 

five blacks lived in one census tract. About 90 to 95 per 

cent of Wichita's Negro population reside in six census tracts. 

Mere were 107 census tracts in the city., 

he prrlctice of racially-oriented housing patterns that 

restricted large low-income families to an area of small one- 

and twc-bedroom houses vacated by lower middle class whites 

during and after 1,:orld Var II was the largest single factor in 

creating the present i:egro ghetto. There was at this time no 

1Warren Banner, ev 
y co lie er, or c a 

an ...ague y ie ka onal 'Urban League, pp. 6, 

2, -chool and Zooiety in Cr e City, Report of the Low 
economic Irea Frohlems ConniTtee, July, 1969. 

3rban Le 'rue urban Crisis, Annual .report of the A.chita 
.7rban League, 196P, p. 



local ordinance of any substance governing fair hourin. 

Negro areas of occupation in Wichita were similar to 

those in other cities. Affluent and poor Negroes lived side by 

side. 

some Negro families wish to live in arens 
unoccupied by other 'Negrees, the real estate agents 
of my contact found that most of them 41A1 to live in 
the neighborhoods which they know. They wish to be 
near their friends and their resources, including the 
church. Towever, theoretically, there Is an open 
market for the Negro occupant.) 

70wever, discrimination in the sale of housing was still 

apparently a fact of life in Vichita. One example included 

the executive director of the Urban league who was refused 

housing. hen reminded that the city had a. fair housing ordi- 

nance on the books, the would-be seller said, "es, krow, 

but it is not effective."6 

The affluent Negro, living beside the poor, has not 

been able to protect the inTstTaent in his home because of the 

surrounding neighborhood. In the open market his home die not 

have the exchange value it would if located elsewhere. 

The census tracts with the largest percentage of non- 

whites had 16 per cent of the "dilapidated dwelling units" in the 

city in 1960. eren though the black community had a high per- 

centage of the city's dilapidated units, only 5 per cent of the 

housing in the Negro area was eilapieated. 

I--Yroblem A al nd JroramNlemonts, 
Wichita, Nansas, oce C cc Frogram, 199 v. 9. 

--)Banner, :A,onomic and ultural 'iroblems p. 53. 

6"Newsletter," No. 2, Achlta Urban League, October, 
1968. 



A odel Cities report on a plan for a model neighborhood 

area, which included 64 per cent of the blacks in wichita, was 

more descriptive of the housing problems. Ninety per cent of 

the housing in the model area was constructed prior to 1930, and 

much of it was in poor condition. Lack of maintenance or poor 

construction. had hastened the impact of time, weather and in- 

tensive use. Almost 30 per cent of the residents of the area 

earned less than 3,000 annually. The area contained 12 per 

cent of the population 65 years old or older. Jost of them were 

on an inadequate income and lived in homes that were beyond 

their ability to maintain. 

The report indicated that in the model neighborhood 

area, almost 33 per cent of the housing vas dilapidat or de- 

teriorating, as defined by the i,odel Cities definition. Basic 

causes of this were said to be as follows: 

1. lenants Old not have the pride that comes with ownership; 

2. r:enants had been unable to organize to enforce decent 
housing standards; 

3. any reAdents did rot have the financial ability to 
maintain homes adequately; 

4, flie city housing coee had not been effectively enforced; 

5. "3ecause of overcrowded conditions more than normal 'wear 
vas the rule; 

6, iimironmental deficiencies caused by mixed land use 
patterns and the lack of public improvements in the area 
had effectively discouraged remodeling or the building 
of replacement housing. 

uvercrowding was another housing problem in the model 

neighborhood area. About 2,000 dwelling units (12.5 per cent) 

in the area were considered overcrowded. Basic causes of this 

cited by the report were as follows: 



1. 1:41chitats racial minority groups were larF,ely concentrated 
within the area. A number of factors, including dis- 
crimination, by income, an,'; security of numbers com- 
bined to keep them in one area. 

2. "Agenty-three per cent of the city's population increase 
since 1960 was accounted for by the Negro race, and 
most of this increase had been absorbed in the model 
neighborhood area. 

3, The average number of rooms per housing unit in the 
area was 3.7; it was 4.5 per unit for the entire 
Wichita area. 

4. Nineteen per cent of the housing units having six or 
more occupants were in the model. neighborhood area. 

Almost 25 per cent of the families receiving public 
assistance payments from welfare lived in the model 
area. 

6. Less than 1 per cent of the four-, five-, and six- 
bedroom home construction had occurred in the mo,;:e1 
area during the past thirty years. 

'She main concerns of housing listed by residents of the 

predominantly-black census tracts in the model neighborhood area 

were: 

1. Too many low-income families were renting substandard 
housing from slum landlords. Units in most cases were 
too small am not maintained, but it was also the only 
housing available. 

2. A large number of people were literally 1-)7_t into the 
streets because of landlord eviction. 

3. Property which, because of the owner's low income, was 
not properly maintained. 

4, Residential and non-residential insurance rates were too 
high because areas in the black community had been desig- 
nated high risk. tructures properly maintained anciAll 
good repair could not get insurance. 

:;;duration 

in the fall of 196E there were 6.9 million students in 
college, an increase of 46 percent [sic] over the 1964 
total of 4.6 million. 

cf those enrollee in esollege in l96P, 434,000 were 
Negroes, or 6 percent [sic] of the total college enroll- 
ment. The number of Negroes in college in 196P was an 
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85 percent [Sic} increase over the number enrolled in 
1964.7 

nrollment in the A,chita public schools in June, 1964, 

was 62,694. Cf this, 6,770 or 11.P per cent were Negroes. The 

black community accounted for the following. totals: 

1. Almost 20 per cent of those in Achita in 1960 
havi,e7 less than five years of eeunation. 

2. Fourteen per cent of those with five to seven years 
of eucation. 

3. 'Thirteen per cent of those with one but less than four 
years of high school. 

4. 4.7 per cent of those with four-years of high school. 

5. 3.4 per cent of those with four or more years of 
college.. 

6. Fifteen per cent of the high school dropouts it 1964. 

In 1.764, Negro children attended about a third of the 

elementary schools in ,:ichita. 7bwever, most were in oredomi- 

nantly-black schools. One school was all-Negro, four had a 

99 or more pe.r cent Negro enrollment, and another, 77 per cent. 

:ley= of the fourteen junior highs had Negroes, one of which 

was 99 per cent black. All but one high school had :eroes. 

One had a Negro enrollment of 15 per cent, and another was 7 per 

cent egro. Black enrollment at the others was minimal. 

Fig. 10 indicates the racial composition of ichita 

schools in 1967. 

There were ninety-one elementary schools in , ichita in 

1967, ant' icro enrollment tended to be restricted to seven of 

them, seventy-six per cent of the Negroes in elementary schools 

atten preeominantly black scholr. Junior an senior high 

7:istmela Swift, t'Youth Yarade, ii 'arch 29, 1970, 
p 
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schools vere not as racially segregated. 

Yace 

hAtcs 

A.ementary 

84 

Junior nigh f:enior 7igh 

P9.12.. 

'.:.tueents 

59,467 

ecroes 13.9 11.3 9.0 7,554 

;axicans 1.5 1. 1.3 1,002 

Indians Q,4 0.4 03 305 

lg. 1C--acial composition of ichita schools, 1967.8 

A report in 1970 indicated that 15 per cent of all 

elementary pupils, 13 per cent of all junior high pupils, and 

11 per cent of all high school pupils were black. =Aghly sea- 

repate elementary schools were still a fact, partly because 

of the racial housing patterns and because of the use of portable 

classrooms at already predominantly black schools. even .egro 

elementary schools had fifty-four portable classrooms or 21 

per cent of those being used. The other 205 portables were 

spread over forty-nine schools. 

In 1964, the public school system employe. 4,2P0 persons 

of which 6 per cent were egro. Three-fourths of the total 

employees were certified or professional personnel. :1.;f per 

cent of these were black. a large number of black teachers 

were in predominantly-Negro schools, the school syetem was 

beginnin to distribute them :ore widely throughout the system. 

After a staff desegregation program in 1969, the faculties at 

the seven predominantly-Negro elementary schools mentioned earlier 

were 70 per cent 'Mite and 30 per cent black. 

society in ne City. 
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In 1964, tests given to pupils; in the fourth, fifth, 

and sixth grades at the five shcools with the highest percentage 

of Negroes were among the lowest tenth among eigty-nine schools. 

Two other elementary schools with a high percentage of legroes 

did not ,70 much better. any of the sixth grade pupils scored 

a year below on the tests. In 1969, forty per cent of the 

students at the same seven predominantly Negro elementary schools 

scored in the middle quartile on the Iowa 'rest of .elsic kills 

bile sixty per cent scored in the lower quartile. 

In 1964, the junior high school with a 99 per cent Negro 

enrollment offered no classes in foreign languages, and it had 

no honors classes. Other junior highs eie offer foreign languages 

and honors classes. The high school with the highest percentage 

of iegroes had a distributive education program, but no office 

practice program. 

Those who enter the distributive education program 
were "carefully screened" prior to last year (1964), 
This screening tended to eliminate most of the applicants 
from the Negro group. The value of the employment ex- 
perience for the youth iniolved vas a factor weighing 
selection. The distributive education program has had 
eilficulty finding jobs for Negro youth.9 

mrloyment and 7,usinese 

general, blacks in 7:ichita tended to be underemployed 

or unemployed. In 196e`, 6 per cent of nor-eeitec were in un- 

skilled jobs while less tYan 9 per cent of the whites were in 

unskilled positions. eventy-three per cent of all nor-rhite 

employed women, were in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs compared 

to 28 per cent of employed white women. 

9.eanner, ]economic and Cultural Troblens, r. ^ 2. 
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In 1965, more than 40 per cent of the children receiving 

payments from Aie to e,ependant Children lived in the black com- 

munity. ore than 27 per cent of the eeneral Assistance cases 

in the county lived in the Fhetto. 

The unemployment rate for the labc- force in eichita was 

4.5 per cent at this time. or eichita eeFroes, as was true 

throuehout the country, the rate as higher. 

At the eichita lost Cffice, there were eighty-nine 

Negroes employee. The ranged from levels one through five. 

Whiter range from levels one through. fourteen. eighty-eight 

per cent of the Negroes employed by federal establishments in 

eichite in 190 were at graee five or below. Among those above 

were fourteen supervisors. The major state employer in eichita 

was the employment service. our of the eighty-five staff members 

were Negro. eeeo were custoelans. 

he employment picture in private ineustry was about the 

sane. cf twenty-six of the largest employers in Nichita, tiegroes 

accounted! for 1 professional, 1 stenographer, 4 clerical, 1 

sales clerk, 7 foremen or rupervisors, 97 skilled workers, 298 

semi-skillee workers, and 208 unskilled or service workers. ln 

the public school system among classified workers, 4.6 per cent 

of the clerical help was Negro while le.5 per cent of the custodial 

help was Negro. 

The situation had not chanced much in 196E. eeventy-two 

per cent of the Negroes iking service jobs such as maids, 

janitors, or waitresses were placed. eixty-five per went of 

those seeking skillee jobs such as machine and press operators, 

necharics, sheet metal workers, and eleers were placed. It Vas 
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noted that once in these positions it was often difficult for 

eerees to move into supervisory capacities. Cnly 11 per cent 

of those seeking clerical jobs were placed as such even though 

there Was the greatest number of registrations an referrals in 

this category. 

In addition, Negroes still accounted for a dispropor- 

tionate number of persons on welfare. Thirty-eight per cent 

of the county4s welfare cases were Negro although blacks con- 

stitut& only about F per cent of the county's population. 

ow blacks felt about employment in ':,ichita was indicated 

in the Model Cities report: 

Most of these people work at Cessna, 7,eech and 
71oeine Aircraft plants in various capacities. Eone work 
for the city but can usually be listed as making over 

per year. Nest of these people feel that getting 
hired is not the problem, but getting ahead once they 
Are hired. There is a whole new group of Negroes who 
not only are educationally qualified for jobs in busi- 
ness and industry, but are more willing to serve. 

vie problem is, however, that once he is hired, 
he seems to get caught in a quagmires After several 
years of employment in executive training er077'ams 
and lower level management ao*itions, many young Negroes 
see themselves treadine water while white men and women 
who were hired at the same time shoot ahead in job 
authority and pay. 

Application after application for better jobs hnee been model, . 

only to have employers give them excuses, involve 
them in lone tesIlng exercises and talle.them they 
cannot he hiree.iu 

in 1965, there were about 125 business establishments 

owned and operated by blacks in 1Achita. 'The majority of them 

were located in the northeast part of the city. Twenty-.rive 

were professional, some were sales, but most were service bus'. 

messes such as beauty shops, cafes, restaurants, set° services, 

10- roblem Analysis ane 1-rogran Flements, pp. 226-7. 



real estate, and radio and television repair shops. he bnzt- 

nesses were simple in structure, usually single ovrnership. 

Iartnerships or corporations, if any, were minimal. The capi- 

talization was small in most of them. The majority of the 

businesses were owner-operated with fe7?: pale employees other 

than membel:s of the family. 

rfficials at financial institutions indicated that 

the majority of black businesses were not considered a rood 

risk for loans. 31acks have more of a relationship with the 

banks as small depositors, installment buyers, and applicants 

for personal loans than as businessmen interested in coral 
loans. Gnly a few loans had been made on black business ven- 

tures. In 1968, one bank volunteered to act as an advisor and 

trustee to black business ventures. Through the sals of 

shares of stock, blacks die fir the opening of a supermarket 

in the eFro communly in 1968. The 'A.chita Urban league was 

working with the mal1 7nriness Administration in an educational 

program to encourage more blacks to become trainee to operate 

their on businesses and to obtain loans to ettahliF12 their own 

businesses. 

Healthandthe3lack Family 
Ue white birth rate for the city of '4ichita in 1960 

was 27.0 per 1,nn0 live births; the non-white rate was 44.7 per 

1,000. Almost all births were attendee by physicians in hos- 

pitals, but of those that were not, a disproportionate number 

was non-white. The rate for illigitimate live birt!'io among whites 

in 1960 vas 26.6 per 1,000 live births and among non-whites 
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was 228.3 Per 1,000. in 1962, the rates had increased to 

per 1,000 for rhites and 266.0 per 1,00C. for non-whites. TYm 

non-white death rate was lower than the white death rate. The 

infant mortality rate among whites in 1960 was 24.7 per 1,000, 

but it decreased to 22.R in 1962. The rate for non-whites in 

160 was 30.6 per 1,000, but unlike the white rate, it inereased 

to 36.6 in 1962. 

fubereulosis was a disease of poverty, and the non- 

white community was over-represented in TB cases. Also, there 

was reason to be concerned about the icidence of venereal dis- 

ease among non-whites. The public health program did not con- 

duct prenatal clinics, and. . . 

. . ,the watchful eye that searches for pregnancies to 
see that they are not too /ong without care does not 
prevail in the Negro community. Eapecially is this 
true among :epro unmarried mothers who may go unattead 
by medical services until late in their pregnancies. 

'earren 3anner, National Urban League Survey director, 

contended that although it was a common belief that unmarried 

white mothers usually want to place their babies no for adoption 

while Negro mothers in the same situation did not, those familiar 

with the situation say that similar services Wero not available 

to both races. Also, it was the general opinion in the community 

that volunteer agencies providing casework werviaes were reluc- 

tant to serve unmarried iegro mothers. 'Agencies in this field 

throughout the entire country haee conditioned their intake with 

regre7 to fleg,ro children because 'they could not find' adoptive 

homes for these children. 12 

113anner, rconomic and Cul 

12Ible., P. J. 

I rob ms 40n . 
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anner also contended that in ,A.chita as in other cities, 

the black community requests less from agencies that o not pro- 

vide material assistance heoause what they offer in services is 

not sufficiently understood. 

In 2.969, hundreds of families suffered from the need 

for adequate low-income housins7, a disproportionate percentage 

of Negroes were on welfare, the infant mortality and illigiti- 

mate birth rates were higher in the black community, the need 

for foster and adoptive homes for black children was acute and 

chronic, the incidence of disease was higher among Legroes, code 

enforcement and neighborhood inspection was on a complaint 

basis only, and a oroad capital improvement program. to improve 

street and alley pavement, street lighting, sewers, and side- 

walks in the 'egro area was needed. 

A casual observe x would notice that areas of occupancy 

by the Negro ponulateen were scattered with debris which were 

potential if not actual harbors of rats. There as an absence 

of these in areas not occupied by Negroes. 'eporteely, the 

first responsibility of sanitarians, who are assigned by districts, 

is to answer formal complaints before ivin attention to rou- 

tine inspections. -3 

In 1960, more then 15 per (sent of the divorces and sepa- 

rations recorded that year were for persons in the black com- 

munity. bore than 26 per cent of the children under l living, 

with only one or no pare were in the Tegro area. 

The situation htel net changed much by 1969 as the Negro 

area still had a high rate of broken homes, In fact in two census 

41. 
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tracts the rate of broken homes was 48.5 per cent ar i(%7 per 

cent, The implications of such a situation were termed "stag- 

ering." 

Children being reared with only one parent, many 
of whom are poorly educated, with limited incomes, 
provides a combination filled wM a tremendous poten- 
tial for trouble for the future.-L' 

Cirieds; 
There were 10,262 persons arrested in 1968 by the 

Wichita iolice. Cf these, 2,344 or almost 23 per cent were 

Negroes. There were 4,194 juveniles arrested during 1960, of 

which 1,012 or more than 24 per cent were egroes. 

For Negro juveniles, the most frequent offenses were 

larceny (496), burglary (106), auto theft (70), simple assault 

(4P), and runaway (43). For white juveniles, the most frequent 

offenses were larceny (P85), runaway (459), burglary (2P7), 

curfew violations (207,, and auto theft (187), 

for all Negro age arouns, the most frequent reasons 

for arrest were larceny (00), drunkenness (363), burglary 

(1R6), simple assaults (182), and auto theft (104). For all 

white a-e F.roups, the most frequent reasons for arrest were 

drunkenness (2,630), larceny (1,146), drivinz while intoxicated 

(471), simple assault (414), and burglary (410). it was quite 

possible that an economic motiee was iore of a factor in Legro 

crime than in white crime. 

The offenses of murder, robbery, residence burglary, 

larceny, ane auto theft increased in number from the preVious 

14Iroblem i'aialysis and Iro.eran :lements, p. F';34, 
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year. The number of offenses of manslaughter, rape, aggravated 

aasault, total burglaries, and non-residence burglaries decreased 

In 196°. The total number of arrests increased 3.5 per cent. 

In 1963, there was 1 Negro police detective, 3 Negro 

patrolmen, and 2 Negroes in paring control. As part of the 

training at the police academy in 1965, "officers are exposed 

to lectures In race relations."-5 

ichita waa not without racial unrest in the summer of 
196 as looting and burning occurred, and the National CAlard 

patrolled the streets of the black community. 

rAlat ever/presaet reic] communication gap between blac7,: 
and white was more present during the height of the 
disturbances. .A stronger security measure for the 
ghetto was one result of this communication. The basic 
problems, however, were again not addressed.16 

ecreational and Cultural Activities 

According to A.chita lark 3oard policy, the city's 

recreational facilities and programs are available to all with- 

out regard for race. In 1961, one of the city's fulltime 

recreation centers was in the black community. There was also 

a golf course, swimming pool, program for the aged, teenage 

recreation program, and summer recreational program in the 

community. All were sponsored by the city. The INCA 

and the . ICA had branches in the black area. l'ive ter cent of 

the pirl (3outt-, w ere Negro, and about two-thirds of them were 

nixed units. it was not known how many of the 11,000 i3oy 

ann Cr conom 

1(' eT,:sletter," 

Imo 
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Ecoutr were legro, but it was believed that "residents of upper 

inca:ao areas participated more. .than individuals in lower 

income areas. 

A survey conducted by the A.chita Area Coanunity Action 

Frogram in the fall of 196? indicated that a frequent complaint 

of the poor was the absence of recreational facilities and the 

absence of money and time to ire what facilities were available 

and accessible. negro presence was often missing and was not 

solicited from such public and tax exempt organiaations as the 

ichita Art 'Alseum, the Art Association, the symphony orchestra, 

and the Choral ociety. 

turveyr of private clubs, country clubs, museums, 
cultural events and other areas of community life 
indicate clearly th black people are a disadvantaged 
and excluded rroup. " 

The first black arts festival in Wichita was Labor 2ay 

weekend in 196S, and many A.chita residents visited the Negro 

community to vier the festival. They walked the same streets 

which the rational luard patrolled a few days earlier. The 

7.171pan League claimed that the festival opened up new possibili- 

ties and opportunities for communication between blacks and 

whiter. 

Tanner used 

ace T,elations in ichita 

e-ents in A.chita as a barometer 

of race relations in 1965 1-1c: 1.as an airplane disaster which 

destroyed several blocks of the -eTro community. ":uch still 

173anner, .conomic and Cultural rrobl 3'1* 5Fn. 

1P 4dhool nr ociety in One CitX. 
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remains to be cone. ,but the community responeee sympathetically 

vithout thought of the identity er. those in the neighborhood. 

There was not even any mertion of race in the various reports 

of the crash. -9 

Another "barometric' event was the honoring of a college 

basketball. star, a Negro, who had completed his elielbility. 

The press gave full coverage to the hero, inclueing several 

spread; over a nueber of days. The egro community Thnew about 

the silent prayers during the eisaster ane the legro heroes. 

however, they also felt that the erayers stopped when the crisis 

was under control arc the applause on the basketball court .:10(3 

with the last whistle that terminated play for each game.2C 

eanner felt the news media eave evidence of concern 

for bettering human relations and that their teeatment 

published accounts bad been positive. 

ewever, in l96P: 

The citizens living ,e.l.thin the !W el Neighborhood 
Area an area which included 64 per cent of the 
black population generally eisplay a mistrustful atti- 
tude. The aeults of all the ethnic groups openly 
express, and eemonstrate by their belligerent talk an 
actions, that they believe there is a strong conspiracy 
by the "boys downtown" or the "poleer structure' to use 
the social resources of the citizens for the pur- 
pose of enhancing the commercial and business potential 
of the downtown core area. This attitude of mistrust 
is passed on from the adults to their children thereby 
perpetuating it. 

The mistrust of the MA citizens leads to actual 
hatred for public officials and all governmental in- 
stitutions. Adults and juveniles believe that the 
police who patrol the !;.UA are prejudiced against them 
and are unnecessarile brutal in their dealings with .. 

197annero 2ogazakaanagalltatala21212ma, P. 69. 
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the LNA citizens. It is generally believed. that the 
City Commissioners will dictate policies which keep 
the PTA citizens in a lower social class. Federal 
funds available for use in 'A.chita are expected to be 
diverted by "the City ?ethers" to projects which the 
power structure favors in their neighborhoods. All 
the local or federal government sponsored prorams 
which will be ititittaskittin the :1'1)1 are expected to be 
planned and administered by the "power structv_re" with- 
out the advice or consent of the A citizens. 

"The result of this problem of mistrust is a total 
waste of the social energy of the HNA. Nobody can be 
expected to work hare when he knows that he will be. 
held in a lower social class reFardless of how hare 
he works. Nobedy can be expected to spend money main- 
taining a house in a neighborhood which. will consistantly 
[sic] be degraded. :obody can be expected to get 
favorably excited about the completion of a new convention 
hail downtorn when the streets and sewers around his 
home have been in need of repair for 30 years. The 
citizens cf the expend their social energy in 
fie'hting "the power structure" in rebellious riots.21 

21 roblem Analysis' and :rora lenent, p, 252-3, 



CHAPTER V 

A COAPARISON AND CONCLUSIONS 

comparison of the descriptive picture of blacks pre- 

sented by the ;ichita Eagle and an empirical picture of blacks 

was made to determine if the two were consistent or congruent. 

The author's impression of the black athlete as projected 

by the ichita ,a,,Ale was derived almost solely from pictorial 

coverage because only two news items and no opinion items con- 

tained references to Aegroes or blacks. As projected, the 

Negro athlete was often the star of the team or the hero of the 

game. One need only attend a basketball, football, or base- 

ball me to verify this. 

It was evident from items in the education category 

that many blacks attended apparently de facto segregated schools 

and that the education received was possibly inferior to that 

received by the majority of whites in ichita. A new school 

building in the black community which had had a high priority 

tag on it several times still was not built. Blacks were bused 

to other schools but there was no mention of busing of whites. 

. more integrated history book was being sought. Although some 

of the coverage told of classes, Negro History week, and black 

homecoming activities, much more was concerned with the under- 

privileged Or disadvantaged Ato7ro student. The empirical picture 

confirmed that most blacks in .ichita were in segregated schools 

7L1. 



an0 that they were often the recipient of second-rate instruction 

and facilities. 

Discrimination in employment was also evident from cov- 

erage by the F,egle. some items discussed blacks in white collar 

jobs and positions of authority, but much more prevalent were 

blacks who were either lInderemployee or unemployed. That im- 

pression was strengthened by re.. in various efforts to create 

more and better jab opportunities for members of racial minori- 

ties. The empirical picture verified that many legroer in Wichith 

were underemployed or unemployed. In 1968, it was still easier 

for a Negro to get a job as a maid or janitor than as a clerk- 

typist or stenographer. The ale did little to indicate that 

once Negroes were employed they were still subject to discrimi- 

nation by being bypassed for promotion. 

The only mention of black businesses by the ..agle was 

the opening in 1968 of the first black-owned, black-operated 

supermarket in the city and of a black-owned. hamburger stand 

and service station. The empirical picture indicated that most 

of the legro businesses were located in the black community, 

most were service businesses such as beauty shops ewe cafes, most 

were small, single-owner shops, and that there were few paid 

employees other than members of the family. The Zagle did not 

indicate that black businesses were hindered by a lack of willing 

capital. 

:lacks in Wichita were in great need of low- and moderate- 

cost housing and public Mousing. uoh of the coverage in this 

category was prompted by the efforts of various groups to provide 

more Mousing and the battles which resulted. The established 
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the fact that there ras a lack of adequate horsing, but did not 

indicate the quality of housing that Negroes did liee in. A 

need for a local fair housing law receieree minor attentior, anal 

the Teeple commented that a upreme Court ruling apparently 

eliminated the neee for additional local fair housing laws. 

he empirical picture verified the need for more lOWCOst housing, 

but it also ind icated a need for rehabilitating some housing in 

the blac k comeunity. ::ore importantly, it revealed that dis- 

criminatory practicer were involved in establishing the black 

area or ghetto in the first place and that the same prectices 

were still being used in l96S despite fair housing lays. eeither 

picture revealed anything about the housing of middle- and upper- 

income eeeroes. 

he only item in the health category indicated there 

might be enough junk cars on private property, though not neces- 

sarily in the black community, to cause a health problem. The 

empirical picture showed that/ blacks had a higher birth rate ane 

a lower death rate than whites. They also had proportionately 

more illigitimate births and a higher incidence of most diseases, 

but frequently had less access to medical and social services. 

Family stability among blacks was often more tenuous than among 

whites, and a black neighborhood eas more likely to esve inaee- 

quate street lighting, sewers, and sidewalks than white neieh- 

borhoo s. 

oegroes were involved in robberies more often than any 

other crime according to items of crime and juvenile delinquency, 

although there were also incidents of aggravated assault, rape, 

rock-throwine, alio leaving the scene of e fatal crash. juvenile 
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crime war on the increase ir the county and city, but it was 

not necessarily caused by blacks. Nine "black militants" were 

charged with assaulting and threatening to kill two Model Cities 

officials. The empirical picture verified that blacks were 

arrested for burglary or larceny more often than other crtmes. 

It also indicated that in most instances for a particular crime 

the percentage of blacks arrested exceeded their percentage of 

the total population, 

The only item in the civil conflict, category was a 

warning by the dean of students at Vlichita State University that 

student violence, black and white, mieht produce a backlash 

worse then the situation they were trying to correct. Yowever, 

for the second straight summer there were racial disturbances 

in vichita. 7agle coverage did not indicate this presumably 

because it occurred during the only eummer month not included 

in the study. 

'Sloth the iagle and empirical sources indicated blacks 

were politically active to some extent. There was a .iegro city 

commissioner, candidate for sheriff, and appointees to various 

city boards and committees. :lacks attempted to make their 

grievances known to city officials .n various ways. 

e_groet participated in the annual soap box derby, and 

some attended summer camp, but the Wle did not indicate that 
black participation was frequently missing from the city's 

symphony orchestra or choral society, private clubs and country 

clubs, and other civic or community groups. 

In an in-depth look at the Negro ghetto a year after 

the area was the scene of racial disturbances, the 1e mentioned 



a growing black power movement which involved an attempt to in- 

crease egro economic and political power. black participation 

in politics and the opening of black-owned and operated busi- 

nesses verified this. However, little -,ttontion given to the 

state of race relations in %ichita even though there were 

racial disturbances two successive years. 

The author concluded that the narrative or impression- 

istic picture of black Americans in Achita as projected by the 

.ichita Eagle was consistent or congruent with the empirical 

picture of black Americans in Achita as indicated by sociologi- 

cal, demographic, and other data. Thus, the hypothesis of the 

study, that the pictures would not be consistent or congruent, 

was refuted. 

In other words, the coverage of the Eagle was accurate 

according to empirical data--but only for as far as it went. 

Idle that which was presented was generally accurate, the 

author did not feel that the quality or quantity of coverage of 

the black community was adequate or that the ,2410.1e fulfilled 

its social responsibility in the area of race relations. 

`2he coverage by the -a-le represented only a segment of 

the broad spectrum of race relations. There were economic, 

political, and social aspects of the relationship which were not 

covered. uowever, the empirical picture showed them to be 

important. 
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Communication, in its broadest form, is perhaps the 

most important foundation of a harmonious society. '1 

Howard Hayes, Jr., editor of the Aiverside, California, 

iress AJnLerprises was quoted as saying: 

. . .my contention is that newspapers, in reporti:ag 
racial news, have a responsibility to concern themselves 
not only with riots, picketing, court decisions, sit-ins, 
and other concrete news happenings, but also with un- 
covering and exploring the whole picture of the relation- 
ship between the races in their communities. . 

papers have a leadership responsibility and there isn't 
any area where this responsibility is more apparent than 
the area of racial problems.2 

The Eagle could be criticized for the way some things 

were reported, and it could be criticized for not reporting 

other things at all. Pre-trial publicity was actually an issue 

in a coirt case involving 'nine black militants who allegedly 

assaulted and threatened to kill two Lodel Cities officials 

for not hiring a fellow militant.* When the final three 'black 

milithnts were arraigned, the article main detailed the charges 

against them but did not repeat what the defense attorney had 

said. They were reportedly members of the Black Guard, an or- 

ganization the defense lawyer contended did not even exist. He 

also said the officials had not been injured. The EaL,le tried to 

piece together what it thought the 'Slack Lard was: Though mili- 

tant, the organization at its nresent stage probably is not cut 

of the same mold as the "Black Panthers or others who advocate civil 

warfare. 3 It was no wonder that the defense attorney objected 

1Jack Lyle, ed., The Black American and the Press (Los 
Angeles: ,:ard Aitchie Press, cl9-68-T, p. x. 

2Ibid., P. L. 

3Dan Garrity, 'Status of the Black Guard, The A.chita 
Eagle, Nov. 9, 1968, p. 1A. 



6J 

to coverage when his clients were compared to the Panthers in 

this manner. It was interesting that., in later articles the nine 

black militants became nine J:iegroes. 

Like other newspapers, the Eagle had a tendency to 

identify criminals by race only when a egro was involved. As 

sociologist Elliot H. ludwick said in 1962, the practice of race 

labeling seemed unfair and misleading. "::bile it was often true 

that Legroes had a higher arrest rate than whites, a newspaperts 

practice of labeling i4egroes but not whites tended to give the 

impression of an even higher rate of i:egro crime. 

As mentioned by _':ayes, the whole picture of the relation- 

ship between the races in their communities should be explored. 

For example, with housing in ,ichita being such a prominent topic 

the 1.,aLle could well have investigated the condition of present 

housing in the black community. Of that which was dilapidated, 

was it because the owner refused to fix it up or did his income 

prevent his doing so Other aspects of the black-white relation- 

ship needed exploring as well, but the Eagle was lax both in its 

in-denth coverage and in its editorial leadership. It was beyond 

the author how the Eagle could say that apparently no local fair 

housing legislation was needed after the Supreme Court upheld an 

1366 housing law because the city was under federal order to 

desegregate its schools, largely because of racial housing pat- 

terns. Five months later, editorially commenting on the law 

prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex, the Eagle stated, 

Outside of the fair housing law, this is probably the most 
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disregarded law on the books. 

The author did not feel that coverage by the Eagle was 

like that of the black communities in the San Francisco bay 

area-- incomplete, sporadic, and tending to report only the most 

dramatic and violent happenings or the most articulate, color- 

ful egro spokesman, with very little attempt made to do back- 

ground or in-depth reporting. owevers the difference might 

only be one of degree. 

2raditional news gathering methods and traditional 
attitudes that put emphasis on quick, spot news rather 
than on investigative research have excluded 
consistent coverage of social problems and issues in 
_egro communities # the past and continue to hamper 
such coverage. .1° 

The Eagle might well re-evaluate its traditional defi- 

nition of news, and the black community or race relations could 

be an important beat. Pew would deny that race relations was 

not a major problem. 

The need for better coverage has been demonstrated in 

this and many other studies. 

Only such a resolution provides hope of achieving 
through the mass media a rational dialogue between white 
and black Americans which, in turn, can lead to mutual 
understanding, trust, and tolerance. The main re- 
si)onsibility at this point rests upon the publishers.? 

The author wanted to discuss the relationship between the 

paper and the black community with the editors and publisher of 

LI'Lawsuit ilight Help, Ibid., lov. 25, 1966, p. 4A. 

5Jean Ann Houghton, The Establishment Press and the Negro 
Coniunity.- Journalism Abstracts, VII (1969), Thstract ik). 174. 

7Lyle, The Black American and the Press, p. 33. 
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the Eagle, but the scope of the study prevented this. Instead, 

it must be left for fute:: study. A comparison of the views of 

the blek-white relationship as seen by staff members of the 

paper and members of the black community would be in order. 

study of the lines of communication between the Eagle and ichita 

e;roes and the sources used to obtain Aegro news might also be 

pertinent. 

2, final word on a mechanical aspect of the study. In the 

classification of content, 6.8 per cent of the news items and 18.7 

ner cent of the picture items in the study were classified miscel- 

laneous. The percentages could have been reduced considerably by 

a social or society news category. However, as mentioned 

earlier, the author did not feel the present system would hinder 

comparison of pictures. 

'mother questionable category was that of politics. The 

author combined news of politics and government when it would 

have been more precise to separate them or at least label the 

category as politics amend. government. However, it too did not 

hinder the comparison of the descriptive and empirical pictures 

which was the main intent of the study. For the most part, the 

categories in the content analysis and the divisions in the 

empirical picture were easily comparable. 
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A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF NEV4S OF BLACK AMERICANS 
AS PRESENTED BY THE ICHITA EAGLE AND 

A COMPARISON WITH EMPIRICAL DATA 

The questions of what kind of an image of black Americans 

was being projected by newspapers, what aspects of Negro life were 

most likely to reach the pages of white newspapers, and whether 

the image projected was consistent or congruent with empirical 

data led to a study of the -ichita Eagle and its coverage of the 

black community in that city. The city has a very highly segre- 

gated racial housing pattern and was under federal orders to 

desegregate its public shcools in 1968. 

One part of the study was a descriptive picture of ,egroes 

in ,Jchita as constructed from data assembled in a content 

analysis of the lagle. Another part was an empirical picivare 

of Negroes in ichita as shown by sociological, demographic, and 

other data. A comparison of the two pictures followed to deter- 

nine if the image of blacks in ichit,, as presented by the Eagle 

was consistent or congruent with the empirical image. Lewspaper 

coverage of the black community was also compared with the ideal 

as e7:pressed in the theory of social responsibility of news- 

papers and various journalism codes of ethics. 

The content analysis was descriptive as well as quanti- 

tative and covered all issues of the E!gle in a six-month period 

in 1968. Cal articles, pictures, and editorials with specific 

references to t.ichlta iegroes or blacks visiting in .ichita were 



evaluated. Eleven c7ntent categories were devised for classifi- 

cation of the material. The coverage in each category was then 

evaluated along three quantitative dimensions -- item count, col- 

umn inch count, and attention scores. 

Data from the content analysis were used to construct a 

descriptive picture of blacks in ichita. :',mpirical data from 

sociological, demographic, and other sources were used to construct 

an empirical picture of Negroes in .,ichita and the two pictures 

were then compared. It was hypothesized that the two would not 

be consistent. 

It was concluded that the pictures were consistent and 

that the information presented by the was Generally accur- 

ate according to empirical data. However, it was also concluded 

that the quality and quantity of coverage of the black community 

in ,ichita was not adequate and that the paper was not fulfilling 

its social responsibility in the area of race relations. i'he 

author criticized the Eagle for the way it reported some inform- 

ation such as news of egroes involved in crimes. At one point, 

pre-trial publicity became an issue in a case involving nine 

blacks. The Eagle was also criticized for not reporting and edi- 

torially commenting on certain other important problems in the city. 

It was concluded that the Ear=le might well reevaluate its 

traditional definition of news and give more attention to the black 

community which was becoming more restless each summer. The em- 

pirical picture indicated serious economic, political, and social 

problems existed. "ith a rapidly increasing ,egro population in 

Wichita the potential for the future was for problems of even 

greater magnitude. Iliany of them were not being addressed by the 

Eagle. 


