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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This study comprised an investigation of reader

interest in the editorial content of The National Future

Farmer as stated by Future Farmers of America who expressed

different occupational goals.

Root indicated that magazines may have three goals;

to make money, to serve, and to promote ideologies and ideas.

The primary purpose of The National Future Farmer has been to

serve the FFA members in their vocational, educational, and

recreational interest.

It was further pointed out by Root that the effective-

ness of any magazine in meeting its goals was dependent upon

decisions that retained or altered present editoral formulas.

Whether a particular magazine was for the masses or for a

specialized audience, a discussion of formula inevitably

underscored the "reader-centeredness" of modern journalism.

••Robert Root, Modern Magazine Editing , (Dubuque,
Iowa; Wm. C. Brown Co., Inc., 1966), pp. l^ti-lfi

.

2
The National Future Farmer , Statement of Editorial

Character and Objectives , CAlexandris, Virginia; Future
Farmers of America)

, p. 1.



Magazines were planned, and must be planned to appeal to the

purchasers.-^

"Changes in journalistic approach occur constantly

because public taste is constantly changing . . .

,

"^ and/or

the characteristics and goals differed within the audience.

The test of a publication formula came in the reaction of the

consumer. ^ Peterson stated that those publishers who "were

reluctant to alter their editorial formulas when changing

times and changing interests" occurred helped to explain

magazine mortality.

Binkley and McCormick stated, "Since the passage of

the Vocational Education Act of 1963 hundreds of programs in

off-farm agricultural occupations have been launched."' Until

1963 the Smith Hughes Act dictated that vocational agriculture

programs be developed that provided for the education of per-

sons over fourteen years of age who had entered upon or were

3Robert Root, Modern Magazine Editing , (Dubuque,

Iowa; Wm. C. Brown Co., Inc., 196b), p. k-5-

^Charles E. Rogers, Reporting FFA News , (Ames; The

Iowa State College Press, 194-1), p. 62.

^Robert Root, Modern Magazine Editing ,
(Dubuque,

Iowa; Wm. C. Brown Co., Inc., 1966), p. k5-

^Theodore B. Peterson, Magazines in the Twentieth

Century , (Urbana; The University of Illinois Press, 1956),

p. 163.

^Binkley and McCormick, "Teacher Education for Program

Development if Off-Farm Agricultural Occupations," The

Agricultural Education Magazine . Volume kl, No. 7, (January,

1969), p. 158.
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preparing to enter upon the work of the farm.

Section 10b of the Vocational Education Act of 1963

stated that moneys allotted for agriculture "may be used for

vocational education in any occupation involving knowledge

and skills in agricultural subjects, whether or not such occu-

pation involves work on the farm or of the farm home, and

such education may be provided without directed or supervised

practice on the farm."'

Ralph Woodin pointed out that in 1968 "one out of

every three vocational agriculture departments offered spec-

ialized courses in off-farm agricultural occupations."

These new programs allow students of vocational agriculture

to pursue an education that will equip them to enter a multi-

tude of occupations.

It was obvious to this writer that as FPA members

were exposed to an ever increasing number of programs in voca-

tional agriculture their occupational goals became even more

diverse. Some students hoped to enter directly into farming

or ranching. Others were interested primarily in specialized

Q
Lloyd J. Phipps, Handbook on Agricultural Education

in Public Schools , (Danville, Illinois; The Interstate
Printers and Publishers, Inc., 1965), p. 17.

"united States Congress, United States Statutes at
Large, Vol. 77, (Washington; Government Printing Office,
19637, p. k.03.

Ralph Woodin, "Teaching Vocational Agriculture,"
The National Future Farmer , Vol. 17, No. 2, (December-
January, 1968-1969), p. 39.



areas such as horticulture, agricultural engineering tech-

nology, agricultural sales and retailing, or any of the many

other agricultural related occupations. Yet, other students

planned to enter into nonagricultural occupations.

The questions which presented themselves to this

writer were: Did the interest in the editorial content of

The Nstional Future Farmer vary with the occupational goals

of its readers? Was the magazine serving the interest of all

factions of its readership regardless of the readers'

expressed occupational goals?

The National Future Farmer's audience was evaluated

through surveys, readership studies, and at staff meetings.

In the February-March 1969 issue of The National Future

Farmer the editor called upon readers to submit their com-

ments regarding the editorial content of the magazine.

It was in response to that call that this study was made.

II. PURPOSES OF THE STUDY

The purposes of this study were (l) to determine the

levels of interest in the editorial content of The National

Future Farmer as expressed by Future Farmers of America, and

(2) to investigate whether there was a difference in the

stated levels of interest among FFA members who indicated

different occupational goals.

11Wilson Carnes, "Word with the Editor," The National
Future Farmer , (February-March, 1969), p. II4..



III. HYPOTHESIS FOR 'THE STUDY

A null hypothesis was used to analyze the data col-

lected in this study. "A null hypothesis does not neces-

sarily reflect the scientist's expectations but is used pri-

marily because it is fitted to our statistical techniques,

many of which are aimed at measuring the likelihood that a

12
difference found Is truly greater than zero."

The null hypothesis stated that there was no signif-

icant difference in the stated level of interest in specific

editorial content of The
,
Na tional Future Farmer among FFA

members whose expressed occupational goals were to enter

(1) farming or ranching, (2) agricultural related occupations,

or (3) nonagricultural occupations after completion of their

formal education.

IV. DEFINITION OF TERMS

For the purpose of this study, certain terms were

identified and defined as they had special significance. The

definitions given in this section were not necessarily those

customarily used.

Agricultural related occupations . Any occupation

other than farming or ranching which involved the need for

knowledge and skills in agricultural subjects.

12Walter R. Borg, Educational Research : An Intro -

duction , (New York; David McKay Co., Inc., 1967), p. 32.



Agricultural articles . Those articles which dealt

with the production, management, marketing, etc., of live-

stock, poultry, crops and other agricultural products.

Agricultural mechanics articles . Those articles

which had to do with the construction, repair, management,

maintenance and operations of agricultural machinery and

equipment.

Article . Any story that was not a regular portion

of the magazine which could be identified by titles that di ri

not reappear in consecutive issues. ("Breaking the Entry

Barrier" was an exception and was considered as an article.)

Career articles . Those articles having to do with

the opportunities, skills required, and educational levels

required in various occupations.

Department . A regular section found in consecutive

issues which were designated by the same title. ("Breaking

the Entry Barrier" was an exception and was considered as

an article.

)

Editorial content . The articles and departments

which made up the magazine. (Excluded all advertising.)

Editorial formula . The elements which comprised the

magazine and the amount of each. Specifically the formula

might have included articles, fiction, illustrations, news,

departments, editorials, poetry, cartoons and jokes, filler

and miscellaneous.

Farm or ranch . A unit which provided the main

source of income for the farm family.
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Farming and ranching . Those occupations which had

to do with the management and/or operation, individually or

in partnership, of a farm or ranch.

FFA articles . Those articles concerned with activi-

ties or achievements of the National FFA Organization, State

FFA Associations, and local FFA chapters or their members.

Nonagricultural occupations . Those occupations

which did not require a knowledge or skill in agricultural

sub j e c t s

.

Occupational goal . The occupation which an indi-

vidual intended to enter and will provide him with the major

portion of his income.

Off-farm agricultural occupations . Any occupation

other than farming or ranching which required knowledge and

skills in agricultural subjects.

Recreational articles . Those articles which dealt

with the recommended procedures and safety of hunting, fish-

ing, other outdoor sports and recreational activities.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OP SELECTED LITERATURE

A search for related literature was made by the author

in Farrell Library, the journalism library in Kedzie Hall,

and the Agricultural Education Office, all of which are lo-

cated at Kansas State University. Additional study was made

in the author's personal library.

The review of literature related to the problem under

investigation in this study included (1) a brief history of

The National Future Farmer , (2) a description of the changes

which occurred in vocational agriculture programs and in the

characteristics of vocational agriculture students, (3) re-

lated literature, and (ij.) related research.

I. HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL

FUTURE FARMER MAGAZINE

According to John Farrar, a national magazine designed

especially for Future Farmers of America had been discussed as

early as 1929. However, he pointed out that the financial

2
problem was a tremendous barrier.

Farrar further indicated that through the years the

See Autobiography.

2John Farrar, FFA at 25, (Alexandria, Virginia: Future
Farmers Supply Service, 19i>6"77 p. Sh--



organization's membership increased, the Future Farmers Supply

Service and National FFA Calendar went into business and a

backlog of World War II bonds had accumulated which put the

3National Organization in excellent financial condition.

Farrar told of the final decision to establish a

national publication:

When the student officers and board of directors met
in Washington in January, 1952, they decided the FFA
was finally in a position to finance the starting of a

national magazine. New polls of the states had indi-
cated overwhelming support by the members. ^-

Farrar gave additional information regarding the new

magazine

:

They (student officers and board of directors) passed
motions stipulating that the magazine be issued four
times a year, that it be mailed directly to the members'
homes, and that the subscription price be $.25 per year
or 5 years for $1.00. The name selected was The
National Future Farmer . 5

f

The Official Manual for Future Farmers of America

stated that The National Future Farmer , owned and published

by the FFA, became a bimonthly in 1956. FFA members paid

subscription rates to receive the magazine until 1967 . It

was voted at the 38th Annual FFA Convention that the

3Ibid., p. $$.

^Ibid., p. SS-

%bid., p. SS.

Future Farmers of America, Official Manual for Future
Farmers of America , (Alexandria, Virginia: Future Farmers
Supply Service, (T967) , p. 16.
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membership dues include a subscription to The National

7Future Farmer .

'

The National Future Farmer issued nearest to the

statement of ownership, management and circulation filing

date on September 26, 1968, had a paid circulation of lj.63,552.

Although circulation was approaching the half million mark in

1968 the magazine was never intended to be a profit making

enterprise. Farrar stated, "As funds accrue, they can be

used to improve the quality and size of the publication, and

Q
set aside for operating capital and reserves." 7

II. CHANGES IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

PROGRAMS AND IN THE CHARACTER-

ISTICS OF VOCATIONAL AGRI-

CULTURE STUDENTS
f

Most likely, the greatest stimulus to activate change

in vocational agricultural programs across our nation in the

1960's was the Vocational Education Act of 1963.

As stated In the Declaration of Purpose in the Voca-

tional Education Act of 1963, the intent of the law is:

8

7
'Future Farmers of America, 1965 Proceedings of the

38th Annual Convention of the Future Farmers of America
"

(Washington, D.C.: Future Farmers of America, 1965), p. 28.

V. Stanley Allen, "Statement of Ownership, Management
and Circulation," The Nationa l Future Farmer , Vol. 17, No. 3,
(February-March, !$&}) , p. Zj.2

.

9John Farrar, FFA at 25, (Alexandria, Virginia: Future
Farmers Supply Service, 195677 P« 55 •
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. . . to maintain, extend and improve existing programs
of vocational education, to develop new programs of
vocational education and to provide part-time employ-
ment for youths who need the earnings ... so that
persons of all ages in all communities . . . will have
ready access to vocational training or retraining . . .

which is realistic in the light of actual or antici-
pated opportunities for gainful employment and which
is suited to their needs, interests, and ability to
benefit from such training. 10

Dr. W. M. Arnold, assistant commissioner for vocational

and technical education, stated that the greatest need for

change in vocational agriculture was to "review the instruc-

tional program so that it will include other agricultural

occupations in addition to farming." 11

In response to the 1963 Act instructional programs have

been changed. The Silver Lake Regional High School at

Kingston, Massachusetts, developed an agricultural curriculum

which included four major courses: horticulture, service

technology, food distribution, and agriculture science. 12

Pitts told of a new program in cooperative part-time

agriculture, which included a schedule of work experiences

and a personalized course of study. 1^ The training included

10United States Congress, United States Statutes at
Large, Vol. 77, (Washington: Government Printing Office,
1963T, p. 1^03.

W. M. Arnold, "Questions and Answers on the Voca-
tional Education Act of 1963," The Agricultural Education
Magazine , Vol. 38, No. 1 (July, 1965 ), p. U..

12George E. Fraser, "A Four Phase Curriculum for Farm
Related Occupations," Tne Agricultural Education Magazine,
Vol. 37, No. 6 (January, 1965), p. 17I4..

^ James Fitts, "Our Changing Role," The Agricultural
Education Magazine ,, Vol. 39, No. 5 (Novembei%~19o'b)

,

pp. 102-103.
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a minimum of fifteen hours of employment per school week at

an agricultural business. Fitts stated, "This program has

been extremely successful this past year, its first in Texas,

and is being expanded during the 1966-67 school year. From

10 schools it will increase to approximately 90-95 • •
•

"

In addition to the different types and variations of

programs in vocational agriculture previously mentioned,

Phipps pointed out that there were programs in vocational

agriculture designed "to educate present and prospective

farmers for proficiency in farming." 1^

Gehlbach found that of the 19I4-I and 19^8 high school

graduates who had received two or more units of instruction

in vocational agriculture, lj.8.8 per cent and I|_2 . 3 per cent

respectively were farming in 1955*

Forms submitted by vocational agriculture teachers in

Kansas to the State Office for Vocational Education showed

the 1965 graduates of vocational agriculture were involved in

the following activities or occupations four months after

graduation: farming, II4..8 per cent; related occupations, 9.2

per cent; continued in school, 50.8 per cent; armed forces,

%bid.
1-'Lloyd J. Phipps, Handbook on Agricultural Education

in Public Schools , (Danville, Illinois: The Interstate
Printers and Publishers, Inc., 1965), p. 5«

1
nflT. R. Gehlbach, "Study of the Present Occupational

Status of 19I4.I and 19^-8 Kansas High School Graduates Having
Completed Two or More Units of Vocational Agriculture,"
(Unpublished Master's Report, Kansas State University,
Manhattan, 1955), p. 20.
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7.8 per cent; unemployed, 2.2 per cent, and status unknown,

15.2 per cent. '

Similar forms completed by Kansas vocational agricul-

ture teachers in 1968 showed 12.6 per cent of the 1968 gradu-

ates of vocational agriculture were farming; 12.1 per cent

were employed in related occupations, 5^*5 P er cent continued

in school, 9.7 per cent entered the armed forces, .7 per cent

were unemployed, and the status was unknown for 10 .Lj. per

cent. 18

Studies have shown that there have been students

enrolled in vocational agriculture who did not intend to enter

either farming or ranching or agricultural related occupations,

In 1967, National PPA Officers indicated that 23.2 per cent

of the PFA members surveyed planned to enter careers in non-

no
agricultural fields. 7

A good explanation of why students, although they did

not intend to enter agricultural occupations, have enrolled

in vocational agriculture courses was given by Leimbach in

his study:

1 'C. C. Eustace, State Supervisor for Vocational Educa-
tion in Agriculture, Kansas State Soard for Vocational Educa-
tion, (Telephone call, April 21, 1969, to Lawrence H.

Erpelding, Jr., Manhattan, Kansas.)

l8Ibid.

'Monte Reese and Gary Swan, How Farm Youth Look and
Listen , (Alexandria, Virginia: Future Farmers of America,
1967), pp. 20-21.
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Vocational agriculture was most helpful to the
students in their present occupations in terms of
handling the skills of their jobs, in providing
leadership experience, in learning about job oppor-
tunities in agriculture and in making managerial
decisions. °

III. RELATED LITERATURE

Parrar pointed out that even before The National

Future Farmer came into existence there were details pub-

lished concerning what the magazine ought to be.

Future Farmers wanted a magazine that would reach all
the members with worthwhile and inspirational information;
they wanted the good ideas of farming and FFA activities
that might hatch in a single chapter to be spread through-
out the country. Furthermore, they wanted the kind of
magazine they would be proud to show their friends and
that would serve as a good public relations medium for
showing people outside the program what the FFA is and
what its members are doing. 1

A set of objectives for The National Future Farmer

were developed after the magazine was established:

To strengthen the aims and purposes of the Future
Farmers of America by bringing to our readers living
examples of how these are being fulfilled daily by
individual FFA members.

To show farm youth there is a future in farming and
the broader field of Agriculture; that a young man can
get established in farming today or use his rich farm
background in other agricultural occupations.

20
Gale J. Leimbach, "A Study of Vocational Agriculture

for Students from Urban Homes," (Unpublished Master's Thesis,
The Ohio State University, 19o!+) , Cited in Summaries of
Studies in Agricultural Education 1963-1965"^ (.Danville,
Illinois: The Interstate Printers and Publishers, Inc., 1968),
P. 75.

John Farrar, FFA at 2$ , (Alexandria, Virginia:
Future Farmers Supply Service, 195&), P- 54'
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To inspire Future Farmers in the areas of farming,
agricultural leadership, education and wholesome
recreation.

To promote the democratic principles upon which this
Country was founded and the acceptance of the responsi-
bility of useful citizenship during youth.

To inform Future Farmers of the newest developments
in Agriculture which will assist them in becoming the
successful farmers of tomorrow.

To encourage the development of good reading habits
by Future Farmers.

To contribute to better public relations for the
Future Farmers of America and all of Agriculture. 22

The editorial purpose was described as "written for

Future Farmers and dedicated to serving their vocational,

education and recreational interest." The editorial formula

prescribed consisted of approximately %0 per cent of the

stories about the FFA; 2£ per cent of the articles on tech-

nical agriculture, and 25 per cent features of general

interest to farm youth. -*

The interests of FFA members in The National Future

Farmer are periodically evaluated. It was with that purpose

in mind that a staff meeting was called in mid-December,

1968. With information concerning readership studies, per-

sonal suggestions and letters from members, the staff spent

considerable time on the question: What do readers want

22The National Future Farmer , "Statement of Editorial
Character and Objectives, " CAlexandria, Virginia: Future
Farmers of America), p. 1.

23Ibid.
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editorially?^ 4"

It concluded:

We agreed that you want a magazine that brings you
news, information and entertainment.

News about PFA and agriculture. What's going on in
your organization at the local, state and national
levels? What are individual members doing? What's
new in agriculture?

Information about agriculture, including articles
about crop and livestock production, management, careers,
recreation, and related subjects. Information that will
help you get started in farming or find a career in
agriculture. Information about PFA that will help your
chapter become a better chapter and information that will
help you become a better FFA member, a better student
and a better citizen,

Entertainment, yes, we believe you want to smile
occasionally as you read your national magazine. That
is the reason for the jokes and cartoons. In fact, you
must agree, because you have consistently given the
joke page the highest readership score of any page in
every issue studied to date.^5

The National Magazine Committee has met at the Annual

Convention each year to offer its recommendations for con-

sideration.

Feedback from the 1958 Committee was:

We wish to commend the staff for their improvements
of the magazine in having more and better articles, and
a larger circulation.

The Editor, Board of Student Officers and Board of
Directors are to be given full authority to make any

2^Wilson Carnes, "Word with the Editor," The National
Future Farmer , (February-March, 1969), p. Uj..

2^Ibid.
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and all changes seemed necessary and advisable for the
betterment of the magazine. 26

In 1965 the Magazine Committee recommended:

Suggest the continued use of articles by or about
the national officers to better acquaint local chapter
members with the national scope of our organization and
its officers.

We recommend that the magazine staff consider a

feature section in each issue based upon a theme and
encourage chapters to submit advance articles and
pictures in the suggested areas.

We commend members of the magazine staff for articles
that have been published along the line of state and
local leadership training and of agricultural related
occupations. ^

'

The Magazine Committee of 1966 recommended the follow-

ing for consideration:

Encourage members, advisors and parents to write
letters to the editor giving personal views on the mag-
azine and/or suggestions for improvement.

Encourage the magazine to use its resources to properly
portray the image of agriculture in America today.

Encourage broader use of pre-convention and post-
convention articles in appropriate issues. 2o

^ DFuture Farmers of America, 1958 Proceeding of the
31st Annual Convention of the Future Farmers of America'
(Washington, D.C.: Future Farmers of America, 195b), p. 33.

'Future Farmers of America, 1965 Proceedings of the
38th Annual Convention of .the Future Farmers of America

,

(Washington, D.C.: Future Farmers of America, 1965), p. 85.

Future Farmers of America, 1966 Proceedings of the
39th Annual Convention of the Futur e Farmers of America

,

(Washington, D.C.: Future Farmers of America, 1966), pT 7^.
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IV. RELATED RESEARCH

The writer could not locate any research that was

identical to that conducted in this study. To the best of

his knowledge, none had been conducted. However, there had

been some related studies which contributed to the develop-

ment of this particular study.

Reader interest surveys have been Esade by The National

Future Farmer . Readex, Inc. was employed to make the studies.

The research indicated the per cent of readers that were

interested in each editorial item.

Readex measures interest-not observation-Readers
report items they remember as special interest-not
everything they remember they saw or looked at. Like
boys who look at every girl on a dance floor but ask
only certain ones to dance, readers look at most of
the items on most of the pages but step to read thor-
oughly only those which appear to be of particular
interest to them. Readex does not define nor attempt
to interpret the meaning of 'Interest* for individual
readers. Readex has evidence only that it successfully
measures relative interest in each, of the various items
for all readers of a publication as a total group. 29

The initial study in I96I4. revealed the following

interest ratings for each article and department in the

April-May issue:

Reader Interest Report

Interest Page Title
h.8% 6 "Your Editors Say"
ol# 8 "Looking Ahead"

297Readex, Inc., Reader Interest Summary , Readex Report
No. 5^-1, (St. Paul, Minn.: Readex, Inc., 19b'i\.)

, p. 1.
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Interest

W
Wo

Wo
69%

53%
Wo
53%,

*&i
30%
68%
Wo
5ifo

Wo

w
Wo
5Q%
&&Wo
Wo
32%
25%
5Q%o

65%3
11%

Page
10
12

&
20
22
23
2

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
36
ko

5o
52
51
58
60
61
62

Title
the Mailbag"

R
'From
'Here by the Owl'
News"
Agriculture U.S.A.

"

'Maple-Flavored Profits"
'Selecting a Used Pickup"
''Farming through College"
'FFA Goodwill Tour"
'Plants that Kill"
'Danger.' Slow-Moving Vehicle"
'Sugarcane Chapter"
'FFA Reporters in Training"
'Try these Shop Projects"
'Helping Combat Cholera"
"A Loan Repaid"
"Dairy Bulls for Beef?"
'Roadside Marketing"
'The FFA in Action"
'Bull Run Hare Chase," (Fiction)
''Photo Round-Up"
'Paul Lost Before Winning"
'History of the Breed"
'Trout go for Worms"
'Free for You"
'Easter Lilies from Parkside"
'Something New"
'Sportrait"
'Joke Page" 30

The reader interest summary of the October-November,

1967 issue indicated the following results:

Reader Interest Report

Title
"Looking Ahead"
"Word with the Editor"
"From the Mailbag"
"Living to Serve"
"Farming with a Fine Point"
"Looking for Thrills?"
"A National Home for FFA"
"Star Farmers of America"
"The Farm Shop Feature"
"The Chapter Scoop"

Interest Pag
51% 8

21% 10
61% 12
59% 17
62% 22
Wo 23

94
ItWo

61% 30
63% 35

30Ibid . , p. 2.
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Interest Page
60% 37
sii 38

w% ko
n% kk
**li

50m
ft12%

61% 58
30% 59
53% 60
Q3% 62

Title
'Cures for Power Loss"
'Photo Roundup"
'Blueprint for the Future"
'The All-Purpose Shotgun"
'A Hand Extended"
'Something New"
'A New Look at Judging"
'Sportrait"
'Free for You"
'The FFA in Action"
'Joke Page"31

Berstein found in a study of adolescent reading inter-

ests and comprehension of matter read that:

Interest has a real relationship to comprehension It
reading. It not only makes reading a pleasure, but oper-
ates effectively to enhance reading efficiency. ^2

V. SUMMARY

Literature and research has been surveyed in this

chapter which laid the foundation for the research under-

taken. After the literature had been reviewed it was evident

to this writer that the readers of The National Future Farmer

and their occupational goals had changed In the last six

years and that the Vocational Education Act of 1963 acti-

vated these changes.

31Readex, Inc., Reader Interest Summary , Readex Report
No. 5*1.-8, (St. Paul, Minnesota: Readex, Inc., 1967), p. 2.

}2J Berstein, M. R. , "Relationship between Interest and
Reading Comprehension." (Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation,
Teachers College, Columbia University, April, 1953), cited
by George R. Klare, The Measurement of Readability , (Ames:
The Iowa State Press, 1953), p. 193.



21

Throughout its history The National Future Farmer has

strived to better meet the needs of its readers. Although

continual evaluation of the magazine was made through reader

surveys and interest summaries, this writer believed that an

attempt should be made to compare the interest of readers

with different occupational goals.

It was assumed that different interests could be pos-

sessed by individuals with unlike occupational goals. The

writer, therefore, decided to investigate whether FFA members

with different occupational goals would have a different

rate of interest in selected areas of The National Future

Farmer.



CHAPTER III

DESIGN AND PROCEDURE

I . METHOD

This study was designed to determine whether there was

a difference in the levels of interest in selected portions

of the editorial content in The National Future Farmer as

stated by FFA members who expressed the different occupational

goals of: (l) farming or ranching, (2) ag-related occupations,

and (3) nonagricultural occupations.

Following a study of the editorial content in The

National Future Farmer an opinionnaire was constructed. The

opinionnaire permitted the students to designate their occu-

pational goals and rate their degree of interest in fifteen

areas which comprised the types of articles and the regular

departments found in The National Future Farmer . Five cells

followed each item on the opinionnaire which allowed the re-

spondents to check their level of interest as: excellent,

good, average, fair, or poor.

The tentative survey instrument was critiqued by a

panel of specialists in agricultural education. 1 Changes were

made on the opinionnaire in accordance with their valuable

suggestions.

See Appendix A,



23

II. POPULATION

The writer believed that students of vocational agri-

culture, who were FFA members in chapters within a forty-mile

radius of Manhattan, Kansas, would represent a population

with a wide range of occupational goals. The area represented

diverse types of agriculture (grasslands, uphill diversified

farming and bottomland crops farming) and different agricul-

tural occupations possibilities (agricultural supplies busi-

nesses and services)

.

The sixteen vocational agriculture departments within

the forty-mile radius were, therefore, selected for the popu-

lation of the study. The writer decided that a random sample

of eight, or $0 per cent of the departments in the population

would provide sufficient data to meet the objectives estab-

lished for this study. The writer put the sixteen department

names in a bowl so all sixteen would have an equal opportunity

to be selected and drew out eight which comprised the sample

group for the study.

The eight vocational agriculture departments randomly

selected were: Alma, Clay Center, Council Grove, Frankfort,

Riley County, Rossville, Wamego, and Westmoreland. The

writer placed a telephone call to each of the vocational

agriculture instructors to ask for their cooperation and

assistance in the research project. All teachers indicated

support.

The writer personally delivered the instruments to the



2k

vocational agriculture instructors of the selected depart-

ments on March 30 and 31, 1969, and instructed the teachers

phow to administer the instrument. The survey was given to

all vocational agriculture students who were FFA members.

PFA members who were absent from their class on the day the

instrument was administered were not included in the study.

No attempt was made to obtain the absentees' expressed degree

of interest in the magazine. The completed instruments were

collected by the writer on April 1, 2 and 3, 1969.

III. MEASUREMENT

The responses were grouped according to the expressed

occupational goals of the PPA members: farming and ranching,

agricultural occupations, and nonagricultural occupations.

The three groups will hereafter be referred to as sample

groups.

Frequencies were tabulated for the three sample groups

on all fifteen items on the opinionnaire . Participants who

gave no response or multiple responses to an item were in-

cluded in the frequency count and listed in the unusable

column.

Percentages were computed for each frequency cell to

determine what part of the sampling group contributed to that

response. The six possible responses were: unusable, poor,

fair, average, good, and excellent.

pSee Appendix B.
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Chi square was the statistical analysis method chosen

to determine whether there was a significant difference in

the expressed degree of interest among the three sample groups

in relation to selected editorial content in The National

Future Farmer . The expected frequency was established and

the observed frequency recorded by an IBM computer. The

formula for chi square is.

? H<° - e)
2

X2 =
e

o = the observed or obtained frequencies in the

various categories

e = corresponding frequencies expected under some

. hypothesis.

To ascertain the significance of the chi-square value

the degrees of freedom were determined by the use of the

following formula:^"

df = (c - l)(r - 1)

c = number of columns

r = number of rows.

All tables used in the study were three rows by six

columns. Therefore, the degrees of freedom for each table was

ten. The author chose to use the .0£ level of significance

for chi square which for ten degrees of freedom was 18.31.

-%enry E. Garrett, Elementary Statistics , (New York:
David McKay Company, Inc., TWFT, pp. 139-lij.O.

^Ibid., p. li|2.



CHAPTER IV

I. ANALYSIS TECHNIQUES

This study was designed to determine whether a differ-

ence existed in the levels of interest in selected portions

of the editorial content in The National Future Farmer as

expressed by FFA members who stated the different occupational

goals of (1) farming or ranching, (2) agricultural related

occupations, and (3) nonagricultural occupations.

The null hypothesis stated that there was no signifi-

cant difference in the level of interest in selected portions

of the editorial content in The National Future Farmer among

FFA members who stated their occupational goals as (1) farm-

ing or ranching, (2) agricultural related occupations, or

(3) nonagricultural occupations.

An opinionnaire was constructed which permitted the

FFA members to designate by a check mark their present occu-

pational goal. The opinionnaire was set up to allow the par-

ticipants to state their interest in each of the fifteen

areas which comprised the -types of articles and the regular

departments found in The National Future Farmer . Five cells

(excellent, good, average, fair, and poor) followed each item

on the opinionnaire which allowed the members to check the

level which most accurately reflected their interest in that

item.
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The instrument was delivered to the instructors of

eight randomly selected vocational agriculture departments

who administered the opinionnaire to the PFA members who were

in class on the test day. No attempt was made to obtain

interest ratings from absentees or to determine the number

of absentees on the test day.

A total of 239 PFA members participated in the study.

One hundred and four members or lj.3.5 per cent of the sample

stated their occupational goal was to farm or ranch. Sixty

seven members or 28.0 per cent wanted to enter agricultural

related occupations. Sixty-eight members or 28.5 per cent

of the sample hoped to enter nonagricultural occupations.

The opinionnaire was constructed so that the student

could indicate his high school classification by placing a

check in the appropriate box. Seventy-four respondents (31

per cent) classified themselves as freshmen, 69 (29 per cent)

as sophomores, 58 (25 per cent) as juniors, and 37 (15 per

cent) as seniors. One of the respondents did not state his

high school classification.

Hereafter in Chapter IV those FFA members who expressed

their occupational goal as farming and ranching shall be

called Group I. The members who stated their occupational

goal as agricultural related occupations shall be termed

Group II. The FFA members who expressed their occupational

goal as nonagricultural occupations shall hereafter be called

Group III

.



28

Frequencies were tabulated for the three sample groups

on all fifteen items on the opinionnaire . Participants who

gave no response or multiple responses to an item were in-

cluded in the frequency count and listed in the unusable

column.

Percentages were computed for each frequency cell to

determine what part of the sampling group contributed to that

response. The six possible responses were: Unusable, poor,

fair, average, good, and excellent.

Chi square was the statistical analysis method chosen

to determine whether the null hypothesis should be retained

or rejected. The IBM computer utilized in this study computed

the expected frequency for each sample group in each of the

five possible responses (excellent, good, average, fair, and

poor), unusuable response, and a combined chi-square value

for each item. If the combined chi-square value did not equal

or surpass the .05 level of significance the null hypothesis

was accepted.

The tables in this chapter include the observed fre-

quencies, expected frequencies, row percentages, and the

combined chi-square value.

II. DESCRIPTION OP FINDINGS

FFA members were instructed on the opinionnaire to

check the response that most accurately reflected their inter-

est in selected items of the editorial content in The National
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Future Farmer . The possible responses were poor, fair,

average, good, and excellent. All participants in the study-

were informed before they received the instrument that if they

could not remember a certain item listed on the opinionnaire

most likely that particular item was not interesting to them.

They were instructed to mark the degree of interest accord-

ingly.

Agricultural Articles (Table I) . The three sample

groups did not differ significantly in their degrees of inter-

est in those articles dealing with the production, management,

marketing, etc., of livestock, poultry, crops and other agri-

cultural products found in The National Future Farmer . The

null hypothesis was substantiated in that the chi-square

value was 13-51. This was less than the 18.31 which was
f

required to have significance at the .05 level.

It was noted that 56-7 per cent of Group I rated their

interest in agricultural articles as "good" and "excellent."

In comparison I4.3 - 3 per cent of Group II and 39.7 per cent of

Group III rated their interest in agricultural articles as

"good" and "excellent."

The findings indicated a smaller range in the percent-

ages of Group III contributing to the highest and lowest fre-

quency; 5.9 per cent in the "poor" cell to 32. i| per cent in

the "average" cell. Groups I and II showed a range of 6.7 per

cent "poor" to i+0 . i+ per cent "good" and 1+.5 per cent

"excellent" to 38.8 per cent "good", respectively.
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Agricultural Mechanics Articles (Table II). There was

no significant difference in the interest of articles having

to do with the construction, repair, management, maintenance

and operations of agricultural machinery and equipment among

the three sample groups. The combined chi-square value of

12.1^1 indicated the null hypothesis should be retained.

A large percentage (6l.2 per cent) of Group II rated

their interest in Agricultural Mechanics articles as "good"

and "excellent." Of Group I, 52.9 per cent rated their inter-

est in this item as "good" and "excellent." An even $0 per

cent of Group III rated their interest in the agricultural

mechanics articles as "good" and "excellent."

As with item number one the range of percentages which

indicated each sampling group's contribution to the five

usuable responses varied. The' range was "poor" k.8 per cent

to 33.7 per cent "good" for Group I, 3.0 per cent "poor" to

52.2 per cent "good" for Group III.

Career Articles (Table III). The chi-square value of

11. Ill indicated that there was no significant difference of

the interest in career articles as expressed by the three

sample groups.

It was observed in Group II that a larger per cent of

its members expressed a higher degree of interest in the

articles about opportunities, skills required, and educational

levels required in various occupations. Of that group. 77.6

per cent stated their interest in career articles as "average,"

"good" or "excellent" while 62.5 per cent of Group I and 6i|.7
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per cent of Group III rated their interest as "average,"

"good," or "excellent."

It was noted that in Group II 6 per cent rated career

articles as "poor" and 31).. 3 V er cent rated them as "good."

This represented the largest range between the low and high

frequency. The second largest range, found in. Group III,

was 7-^- per cent "poor" and 29 - 2-1- per cent "average." The

table indicated that the range for Group I was 10.6 per cent

in the "excellent" cell to 26.9 per cent in the "good" cell.

FFA Articles (Table IV). PFA members in the three

sample groups did not significantly differ in their expressed

interest in articles about activities or achievements of the

National FFA Organization, State FFA Associations, and local

FFA chapters or their members. The combined chi- square value

of 7.2I4. would be significant at approximately the . 70 level.

Therefore, the null hypothesis was retained.

Table IV indicated that the largest frequency percent-

age for each of the three sample groups was found under the

"good" column. The second largest frequency for all three

groups was located in the "average" column.

Recreational Articles (Table V) . The null hypothesis

that no significant difference in the expressed interest of

articles about recommended procedures and safety of hunting,

fishing and other outdoor sports and recreational activities

existed between the three sample groups was substantiated by

the combined chi- square value of 5-53-
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"Chapter Scoop " (Table VI). The combined chi-square

value of 11.68 verifies that the null hypothesis was sup-

ported. There was no significant difference in the levels

of interest among the three sample groups concerning the

editorial department that presents news items about local

FFA chapter happenings and member accomplishments.

It was noted that Group III exhibited the largest range

between the percentages of its members in the high and low

frequency cells. Of the total group, l±.l± per cent indicated

their interest as "excellent" and 33.8 per cent as "average."

The second largest range (7.5 per cent "excellent and 35.8

per cent "average") was located in Group II. The range for

Group I was 8.7 per cent in the "excellent" cell to 26.9

per cent in the "good" cell.

A higher per cent of Gr'oup I was observed to have a

higher degree of interest in "Chapter Scoop." Of that group

35.6 per cent indicated their interest as "good" or

"excellent" which compared with 29.9 per cent of the members

in Group II and 19.1 per cent in Group III.

"FFA in Action " (Table VII). The null hypothesis that

no significant difference existed in the expressed degrees

of interest in the department "FFA in Action" among the three

sample groups was substantiated by the combined chi-square

value of 10.51.

A larger per cent of Group I indicated a higher degree

of interest in the editorial department which presents local

chapters with activity ideas which have been developed and
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used in other chapters throughout the United States and State

Association News. Of the members in that group I4.9.I per cent

expressed their degree of interest as "good" or "excellent."

An interest rating of "good"or "excellent" was indicated by

lp.,7 per cent of Group II and 36.8 per cent of Group III.

"Free for You" (Table VIII). No significant differences

of expressed interest by the three sample groups were found

in regard to the "Free for You" department. The combined

chi-square value was 8.96.

It was observed that a larger per cent of Groups II

and III indicated a higher degree of interest in the depart-

ment which presents a brief description of available voca-

tional, educational, and recreational materials that are free

to FFA members who request them. Of those two groups, 61j_.2

per cent of Group II and 63.2 per cent of Group III indicated

their degree of interest in "Free for You" as "Average,"

"good" or "excellent." This compared with 55.9 per cent of

Group I in the "average", "good", or "excellent." This com-

pared with 55.9 per cent of Group I in the "average", "good",

and "excellent" cells.

Group II showed the largest range between the percent-

ages of its members in the high and low frequencies (l\..5 per

cent, "excellent"; 35.8 per cent "average"). The degrees of

interest exhibited by Group III ranged from 10.3 per cent as

"poor" to 33.8 per cent "average." Group I interest ranged

from 8.7 per cent of its members expressing their interest as

"excellent" to 29.8 per cent "fair."
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"From the Mailbag " (Table IX). The null hypothesis was

supported by the combined chi-square value of 9.13. There was

no significant difference in the degree of interest expressed

by the three sample groups in that department which presented

letters from The National Future Farmer readers and editor's

comments in regard to certain questions posed by the readers.

A larger percentage (31. ij.) of Group II rated their

interest in "From the Mailbag" as "good" or "excellent."

This compared with 27.9 per cent of Group I and 17.6 per cent

of Group III that stated "good" or "excellent" interest in

that department.

It was noted that the largest frequency percentagewise

for each of the three sample groups was found in the "average"

column. The largest range between the percentages of the

group found in the high and low frequency was located in

Group III (2.9 per cent "excellent" to i+2 .6 per cent "average")

The range in Group II was 7-5 per cent with an expressed

"poor" or an "excellent" interest to 37-3 per cent of the

group In the "average" cell. Group I stated its interest as

5.8 per cent "excellent" and 32.7 per cent "average" in

"From the Mailbag" department.

"Have You Heard the One About " (Table X) . No signifi-

cant difference was found to occur in the expressed interest

of Groups I, II, and III in the joke page. The chi-square

table indicated that the combined chi-square value of 7.70

did not meet our standard of the .05 level. Therefore, the

null hypothesis was retained.
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Group II expressed a higher degree of interest in the

joke page as 67. 1 per cent of its members rated their interest

as "good" or "excellent." This compared with 60.1 per cent

of Group I and $1.1+ per cent of Group III in the "good" or

"excellent" cells.

Each of the three groups had their high frequency in

the "good" column, second high in the "excellent" column,

third high in the "average", fourth largest in the "fair",

and the smallest frequency in the "poor" column. The ranges

varied between the percentages of the groups that were found

in the high and low frequencies. The range was 3.0 per cent

to 31^.3 per cent in Group II, 8.3 per cent to 31.8 per cent

for Group I, and 11.8 per cent to 27.9 per cent for Group III.

"Looking Ahead " (Table XI). The combined chi-square

value 7.95 substantiated the null hypothesis that there was

no significant difference in the expressed interest of the

three groups in the department which presents new develop-

ments in the areas of livestock, crops, and machinery.

A larger percentage (1+3.3) of Group I rated their

interest in "Looking Ahead" as "good" or "excellent." This

compared with I4.0 . 3 per cent of Group II and 33.8 per cent of

Group III that stated their interest as "good" or "excellent"

in that department.

The largest frequencies percentagewise for Groups II

and III were located in the "average" column while Group I 'a

largest frequency was in the "good" cell. The smallest fre-

quency for each of the three groups was found in .the "poor"

column.
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"Photo Round-Up " (Table XII). No significant differ-

ence was found to exist in the expressed interest of Groups I,

II, and III in the "Photo Round-Up" page. The combined chi-

square value of ll.ij.2 did not equal or exceed the required

18.31 previously established for significance at the .05

level. Therefore, the null hypothesis was retained.

Larger percentages of Groups I and II were observed

expressing a higher degree of interest in the page devoted to

showing PPA members what other PFA members are doing via pic-

tures. Of the two groups, 69.3 per cent of Group I and 68.7

per cent of Group II indicated their interest as "good",

"average", or "excellent." This compared with a 57-3 per

cent of Group III in the "good", "average", or "excellent"

cells.

The smallest range between the percentages of the

group in the highest and lowest frequency was found to exist

in Group I. That group's range was 10.6 per cent in the "poor"

cell and 27.9 per cent in each of the cells, "average" and

"good." This compared with 7.5 Per cent of Group II in the

"poor" cell to 35-8 per cent in the "average" cell, and 2.9

per cent of Group III in the "excellent" cell to 30.9 per

cent in the "average" cell.

"Something New " (Table XIII). The null hypothesis

that no significant difference existed in the degree of inter-

est expressed by members in Groups I, II, and III in the

department illustrating and describing new products available
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for agricultural and recreational use. The combined chi-

square value was 3-55.

It was noted that the largest frequency for Group III

was found in the "good" cell. The largest frequencies for

Groups I and II were located under the "average" cell.

"Sportrait " (Table XIV). No significant difference

was found among the three groups regarding their interest in

that department which presents the history and accomplish-

ments of well-known athletes. The null hypothesis was sub-

stantiated by a combined chi-square value of 9.27.

A majority of the members in Group II and Group III

rated their interest in "Sportrait" as "good" and "excellent."

This compared with 50.0 per cent for Group I in the "good"

and "excellent" cells. The largest frequencies for each of

the three groups were found in the "good" column. The small-

est frequencies for all three groups were located in the

"poor" column.

"Word with the Editor " (Table XV) . The null hypoth-

esis that no significant difference existed in the degree of

interest expressed by the three groups in "Word with the

Editor" was supported by the combined chi-square value of

10.J+6.

Larger percentages of Groups I and II were observed

expressing a higher degree of interest in that department

devoted to presenting various items of interest to FFA mem-

bers. Of the two groups, 59.9 per cent of Group I and 56.8

per cent of Group II indicated their interest as "good",
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"average" or "excellent." This compared with 1^.2 per cent

of Group III in the "good", "average" or "excellent" cells.

The widest range between the percentages of the group

in the highest and lowest frequency was found to exist in

Group III. That group's range was 1.5 per cent in the

"excellent" cell to 36.8 per cent in the "fair" cell. This

compared with 3.8 per cent of Group I in the "excellent"

cell to 31.7 per cent in the "average" cell and 3-0 per cent

of Group II in the "excellent" cell to 29.9 per cent in the

"average" cell.

III. OTHER FINDINGS

Although the combined chi- square value in each of the

fifteen tables substantiated the null hypothesis certain

findings were noted by the investigator.

A majority of Group I expressed "good" or "excellent"

interest in the agricultural articles, the agricultural mechan-

ics articles and the joke page. In Group II, a majority of

the members rated their interest "good" or "excellent" in the

agricultural mechanics articles, the joke page, and the

"Sportrait" department. A majority of Group III stated their

interest as "good" or "excellent" in the joke page.

It was observed that a majority of Group III indicated

a "poor" or "fair" interest in "Word with the Editor." No

other majorities were noted in the "poor" and "fair" cells.

The high frequency found in Group I was \\2 (L|.0.i| per

cent of the group) • indicating a "good" interest in agricultural
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articles. Group II' s high frequency was 35 (52.2 per cent)

who expressed a "good" interest in agricultural mechanics

articles. The high frequency located in Group III was 29

(ij.2.6 per cent of the group) stating an "average" interest

in "Prom the Mailbag.

"

It was observed that Group I, as compared with Groups II

and III, had a larger percentage of its members in the "good"

and "excellent" cells on seven of the selected editorial

items. The seven items were agricultural articles, recrea-

tional articles, "Chapter Scoop", "FFA in Action", "Free for

You", "Looking Ahead, " and "Photo Round-Up."

Compared with Groups I and III, Group II exhibited a

larger per cent of its members in the "good" and "excellent"

cells on seven of the selected items. They were agricultural

mechanics articles, career articles, PFA articles, "From the

Mailbag", "Have You Heard the One About", "Sportrait", and

"Word with the Editor."

Group III, compared with Groups I and II, showed a

larger per cent of its members in the "good" and "excellent"

cells associated with "Something New."

It was noted that 57.7 per cent of Groups I, II, and

III rated their interest in the joke page as "good" or

"excellent." In two other instances a majority of the sample

group expressed their interest as "good" or "excellent";

Sk-'k- Per cent in agricultural articles and 50 • 2 per cent in

"Sportrait."
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Items rating a plurality, but not a majority, of the

total samples "good" or "excellent" interest were: agricul-

tural articles, lj.8.1 per cent; "FFA in Action", L\-3'5 per

cent; FPA articles, I4.0 . 2 per cent; "Something New", 39.8 per

cent; career articles and "Looking Ahead", 39.7 per cent;

recreational articles, 38.5 per cent; and "Photo Round-Up",

3lj-.7 per cent.

Editorial content which received less than a plurality

of the sample's interest expressed as "good" or "excellent"

were "Free for You" and "Chapter Scoop", 29.3 per cent;

"From the Mailbag", 25.9 per cent; and "Word with the

Editor", 20.5 per cent.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

I. SUMMARY OF HYPOTHESIS, METHOD AND

FINDINGS

The purposes of this study were (l) to determine the

expressed levels of interests in selected editorial content

of The National Future Farmer by Future Farmers of America

who stated different occupational goals, and (2) to investi-

gate whether there was a difference in the expressed levels

of interest among FFA members who stated different occupa-

tional goals.

A null hypothesis was used to analyze the data col-

lected in this study. The null hypothesis stated that there

was no significant difference in the stated level of interest

in selected editorial content of The National Future Farmer

among FFA members whose expressed occupational goals were to

enter (1) farming or ranching, (2) agricultural related

occupations, or (3) nonagricultural occupations after comple-

tion of their formal education.

Following a study of the editorial content in The

National Future Farmer an opinionnaire was constructed. The

opinionnaire permitted the FFA members to designate their

occupational goals and rate their degree of interest in
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fifteen areas which comprised the types of articles and the

regular departments found in The National Future Farmer .

Five cells followed each item on the opinionnaire which

allowed the respondents to check their level of interest as:

excellent, good, average, fair, or poor.

The writer selected FFA members within a forty-mile

radius of Manhattan, Kansas, as his population because he

believed that group would represent a wide range of occupa-

tional goals. From the sixteen FFA chapters in that area,

eight were randomly selected as the sample.

The writer personally delivered the opinionnaires to

the vocational agriculture teachers and instructed them how

to administer the instrument. The opinionnaire was adminis-

tered by the vocational agriculture instructor to all voca-

tional agriculture classes on the same day. FFA members who

were absent from their class on the day the instrument was

administered were not included in the study. The completed

opinionnaires were collected by the writer.

A total of 239 FFA members participated in the study.

The responses were grouped according to the expressed occu-

pational goals of the FFA members: farming or ranching,

Group I; agricultural related occupations, Group II j and

nonagricultural occupations, Group III.

Frequencies were tabulated for the three sample groups

on all fifteen items representing the types of articles and

departments found in The National Future Farmer on the

opinionnaire. Participants who gave no response or multiple
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responses to an item were included in the frequency count and

listed in a column designated "unusable."

Percentages were computed for each frequency cell to

determine what part of the sampling group contributed to that

response. The six possible responses were: unusable, poor,

fair, average, good, and excellent.

Chi square was the statistical analysis method used

to determine whether there was a significant difference in

the expressed degree of interest among the three sample

groups in relation to selected editorial content in The

National Future Farmer . The expected frequency was estab-

lished and the observed frequency recorded by an IBM computer.

The author chose to use the .05 level of significance

for chi square to determine significant differences of inter-

est. The chi-square value for' ten degrees of freedom at the

.05 level was 18.31. If the combined chi-square value for

an item was equal to or greater than 18.31 the expressed

degrees of interest would be termed significantly different.

Participants in the study indicated their degree of

interest in each of the following fifteen items.

Agricultural Articles . The three sample groups did

not differ significantly in their degrees of interest in those

articles dealing with the production, management, marketing,

etc., of livestock, poultry, crops, and other agricultural

products found in The National Future Farmer . The null

hypothesis was supported in that the chi-square value of

13.51. This was less than the 18.31 which was required to
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have significance at the .05 level.

Agricultural Mechanics Articles . There was no signif-

icant difference in the interest of articles having to do

with the construction, repair, management, maintenance and

operations of agricultural machinery and equipment among the

three sample groups. The combined chi- square value of 12 . Ij.1

indicated the null hypothesis should be retained.

Career Articles . The chi-square value of 11. llj. indi-

cated that there was no significant difference of the interest

in articles about the opportunities, skills required, and

educational levels required in various occupations among the

three sample groups.

FFA Articles . FPA members in the three sample groups

did not significantly differ in their expressed interest in

articles about activities or achievements of the National

FFA Organization, State FFA Associations, and local FFA

chapters or their members. The chi-square value of 7.2lj.

substantiated the null hypothesis.

Recreational Articles . The null hypothesis that no

significant difference in the expressed interest of articles

about recommended procedures and safety of hunting, fishing

and other outdoor sports, and recreational activities existed

between the three sample groups was substantiated by the

combined chi-square value of 5-53-

"Chapter Scoop . " The combined chi-square value of

11.68 verifies that the null hypothesis should be retained.

There was no significant difference in the levels of interest
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among the three sample groups concerning the editorial depart-

ment that presents news items about local PPA chapter happen-

ings and member accomplishments.

"FFA in Action . " No significant difference existed

in the expressed degree of interest in the department which

presents State Association News and ideas for FFA activities

that have been developed and used in other chapters through-

out the United States. The null hypothesis was • substantiated

by the combined chi-square value of 10.51.

"Free for You . " No significant differences of expressed

interest by the three sample groups were found in regard to

the department which presents a brief description of avail-

able vocational, educational and recreational materials

that are free to FFA members who request them. (Chi-square

value 8.96.)

"From the Mailbag . " The null hypothesis was supported

by the combined chi-square value of 9.13. There was no sig-

nificant difference in the degree of interest expressed by

the three sample groups in that department which presented

letters from The National Future Farmer readers and the

editor's comments in regard to certain questions poised by

the readers.

"Have You Heard the One About . " No significant dif-

ference was found to occur in the expressed interest of

Groups I, II, and III in the joke page. The chi-square table

indicated that the combined chi-square value of 7.70 did not
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meet our standard of the .05 level. Therefore, the null

hypothesis was retained.

"Looking Ahead . " The combined chi- square value 7-95

substantiated the null hypothesis that there was no signifi-

cant difference in the expressed interest of the three groups

in the department which presents new developments in the

areas of livestock, crops, and machinery.

"Photo Round-Up . " No significant difference was found

to exist in the expressed interest of Groups I, II, and III

in the page showing FFA members what other FFA members are

doing via pictures. The combined chi-square value of II.J4.2

did not equal or exceed the required 18.31 previously estab-

lished for significance at the .05 level. Therefore, the

null hypothesis was retained.

"Something New." The null hypothesis that no signifi-

cant difference existed in the degree of interest expressed

by members in Groups I, II, and III in the department illus-

trating and describing new products available for agricul-

tural and recreational use. (Chi-square value 3 - 55 •

)

"Sportrait . " No significant difference was found

among the three groups regarding their interest in that

department which presents the history and accomplishments

of well-known athletes. The null hypothesis was substan-

tiated by a combined chi-square value of 9.27.

"Word with the Editor . " The null hypothesis that no

significant difference existed in the degree of interest

expressed by the three groups in that department presenting
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various items of interest to FFA members was supported by

the combined chi-square value of IO.J4.6.

II. CONCLUSIONS

The study considered only how FFA members who stated

different occupational goals (farming or ranching, agricul-

tural related occupations and nonagricultural occupations)

expressed their degree of interest in the fifteen selected

portions of editorial content. The author recognized that

many variables entered into the results.

The following conclusions were established from a

study of the data analyzed concerning FFA members within a

forty-mile radius of Manhattan, Kansas, who stated different

occupational goals.

The expressed levels of 'interest among FFA members do

not significantly differ regarding the following editorial

areas of The National Future Farmer:

(a

(b
(c

(d
(e
(f

S
g
(h
(i

f
3

(k
(1
(m
(n
(o

agricultural articles
agricultural mechanics articles
career articles
FFA articles
recreational articles
"Chapter Scoop"
"FFA in Action"
"Free for You"
"From the Mailbag"
"Have You Heard the One About"
"Looking Ahead"
"Photo Round-Up"
"Something New"
"Sportrait"
"Word with the Editor".
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PANEL OP SPECIALISTS

A group of men in agricultural education who reviewed

and gave valuable suggestions for improving the opinion-

naire.

Dr. R. J. Agan
Head Teacher Educator
College of Education
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas

Dr. J. J. Albracht
Teacher Educator
College of Education
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas

Professor Earl Baugher
Teacher Educator
Agricultural Engineering
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas

Mr. Dean Prochaska
Vocational Agriculture Instructor
Manhattan High School
Manhattan, Kansas

Mr. Victor Osborn
Student teacher in Agricultural Education
Manhattan High School
Manhattan, Kansas
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADMINISTERING

THE INSTRUMENT

The following directions should be read to the class before

the FFA members are given the opinionnaires.

Item 1. Place a check mark or an X in the blank which

represents the high school class in which you

are a member.

Item 2. Check only one.

Item 3. If you are not familiar with an area or areas of

editorial content in The National Future Farmer ,

most likely that area,was not interesting to you.

Mark the appropriate response. Please check only

one response on all items.

Definitions

Article . Any story that is not a regular portion of
the magazine which is indicated by titles that do not reappear
in consecutive issues. (Breaking the Entry Barrier is an
exception and will be considered as an article.)

Agricultural Article . Those articles dealing with the
production, management, marketing, etc., of livestock, poultry,
crops, and other agricultural products.

Agricultural Mechanics Article . Those articles hav-
ing to do with the construction, repair, management, main-
tenance and operations of agricultural machinery and equipment.

Career Article . Those articles having to do with the
opportunities, skills required, and educational levels
required in the various occupations.
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Department . A regular section found in consecutive
issues which are designated by the same title. (Breaking
the Entry Barrier is an exception and will be considered as

an article.)

FFA Article . Those articles concerned with activities
or achievements of the National Organization, State Associa-
tions, and local chapters or their members.

Recreational Articles . Those articles dealing with
the recommended procedures and safety of hunting, fishing,
other outdoor sports, and recreational activities.
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READER SURVEY

Please check the appropriate blank.

1. High school classification: Fr. , So. , Jr, , Sr.

2. Which of the following occupations do you plan to enter after
completion of your formal education?

Farming or ranching
Non-agricultural occupations

Ag-related occupations

Please rate the following items and check the response that most
accurately reflects your opinion regarding the editorial content
of The National Future Farmer.

3. The following areas are interesting:
a. agricultural articles
b. agricultural mechanics articles
c. career articles
d. FFA articles
e. recreational articles
f. Chapter Scoop
g. FFA in Action
h. Free for You
i. From the Mailbag
j. Have You Heard the One About
k. Looking Ahead
1. Photo Round-Up
m. Something New
n. Sportrait
o. Word with the Editor

£ if J 2 1
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The purposes of this study were (l) to determine the

expressed levels of interests in selected editorial content

of The National Future Farmer by Future Farmers of America

who stated different occupational goals, and (2) to investi-

gate whether there was a difference in the expressed levels

of interest among FFA members who stated different occupa-

tional goals.

A null hypothesis was used to analyze the data col-

lected in this study. The null hypothesis stated that there

was no significant difference in the stated level of interest

in selected editorial content of The National Future Farmer

among FFA members whose expressed occupational goals were to

enter (1) farming or ranching, (2) agricultural related occu-

pations, or (3) nonagricultural occupations after completion

of their formal education.

The data for this study was obtained by use of an

opinionnaire which was personally delivered and collected.

The population consisted of FFA members who were students in

the sixteen vocational agriculture departments located within

a forty-mile radius of Manhattan, Kansas. Eight vocational

agriculture departments were randomly selected and the FFA

members who were students in those departments and were

present on the day the instrument was administered comprised

the sample.

Data from the sample of 239 FFA members were processed

by use of an IBM computer which provided observed frequency,



expected frequency, per cent, and chi-square analysis. The

.05 level of significance for chi square was used to deter-

mine significant differences of interest.

The study considered only how FFA members who stated

different occupational goals (farming or ranching, agricul-

tural related occupations, and nonagricultural occupations)

expressed their degree of interest in the fifteen selected

portions of editorial content. The author recognized that

many variables enter into the results.

The following conclusions were established from a

study of the data analyzed concerning FFA members within a

forty-mile radius of Manhattan, Kansas, who stated different

occupational goals.

The expressed levels of interest among FFA members do

not significantly differ regarding the following editorial

areas of The National Future Farmer :

(a) agricultural articles
(b) agricultural mechanics articles
(c) career articles
(d) FFA articles
(e) recreational articles
(f) "Chapter Scoop"
(g) "FFA in Action"
(h) "Free for You"
(i) "From the Mailbag"
(j) "Have You Heard the One About"
(k) "Looking Ahead"
(1) "Photo Round-Up"
(m) "Something New"
(n) "Sportrait"
(o) "Word with the Editor".


