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~ THE FARM PROBLEM STATED

By Frank O. Lowden .

(Representative in Congress, 1906-11;
Governor of Illinois, 1917-21)

v

The discussion over the farm situa-
tion has reached a new stage. It is
being seen that it is not only the far-
mer who ig involved. ‘The business
world is now viewing the problem as
one. in which business too is vitaily
interested.

In the summer of 1925 the Nation-
al Industrial Conference Board, with
headquarters in New York, undertock
a thorough study of the farm problem.
That board is an organization set up
by the chief industries of rhe country
for economic research into questions
affecting industry. While agrieulture
might seem to be beyond its purview,
it reached the conclusion—wisely, i ¢
think—that ‘agriculture and industry
were 8o closely interrelated that. it

could not longer afford to disregard |,

complaints which had been coming
froth the agricultural sections of the
country for a number of years.. Its
investigations were thorough and ex-
haustive. It issued its final report
> early last summer in_an impressive
volume. Among = other . things, the
conference board found that - agricul-
ture had\b'een able to go in recent
years “largely through sacrifice of its
capital assets and through sacrifice of
the - soil resources of the nation.”
The wvery able president of ' that
board, Mr. Magnus W2 ‘Alexander, in
an address recently delivered in New
York, said: i
American farmers as a group are
buying about six billion dollars’ worth
of manufactured: goods from Ameri-
can industry each year.
They are paying in addition, for
about four billions dollars’ worth of
services rendered by others annually.
They are supplying one-eighth of
the torinage carried by the railroads.
They are exporting about ‘one-half
of the total value of exports from the
United States,
They are debtors to other groups
to the enormous sum of ‘over twelv%
billion dollars. i

Is there any further argument.

needed to show the close relationship

and interdependence - between Amer?-
can agriculture and other ' ‘economic

. groups in our national life?  Does this

not-make quite clear that, if agricul-

ture is economically handicapped—

and  hence not prosperous——indust}’y,
commerce, finance and transportatlon
ean not attain them full measure. of

H 2
prGSperxty.* ekt :

‘Yet, while constituting about 30 per
cent of our population, the - farming
community’s: share of the mnational in-
come was in.1921 only 10 per cent and
is now probably not more than 7 1-2

per cent.

When, therefore, one urges justice

* for the farmer, and insists upon 2
larger share of ‘the nzgtional_ income
for those who till the soil, he 18 speak-

ing in the interest, not of '‘a sing(;

interdependence of all
classes in this highly complex age 1l
which we live. If any other large
class: ofgour population were laboring

under the disadvantages which now
] oice wovld

behalf . of
1 know that
nnot flourish with - In-
dustry prostrate, with _railrpad:s bank-
rupt, with commerce langu}shmg. Al
I seek to do is to bring agriculture up
to the level of ‘these other forces' in

class, but of gociety as a whole.',
yecogniza. the

oppress the ‘farmer, my Vv
be raised as earnestly in
justice for that class,
agriculture ca

our national life. L
Violent Fluctuation

Nor am I wnmindful of <the great
body of consumers of farm products:
ng in most 1n-

in . many: n-
hey  should for

They ate already payl
stances. as much ' an
stances more than t

the products of ‘the farm. The trou-

i vesent: system of mar-
ble with. the pre yste i

keting and distribution 1s

small a part of what they pay g0cS,
to the producer and too ]a!‘ge_a Qart
d in the cost of distribution.

To illustrate: According to the De-
.partment of Agriculture, during the
years 1923, 1924 and 1925, the price

tuated about 100 per cent.
g homs e ts fluctuated

During the
d the price of \Kheat. fluc-
r cent, and the price ()

fnand A 1S . r fluctuated 1gss
oot

t that the consumer
t from thed. dlow
i ich the farmers received dur-
P Whlvct ofethis 'time‘.’vn Is {t-nog
that if the nrics ©

ohabe been stabilized
of produc-
1d. have p?ll.d

is absorbe

The price of pork produc
about one-third as much.

game perio

bread to the consume :
_than b per cent. Does any one
lieve for a moment

received any benefi

ing & par
entirely pr
nags anc wheat h_ad
somewhat neat the cosot
jon, the consumer wou
{'owét prices for his bacon and
bread ? i i

Wide fluctuations 1
ny commo
:oythe producer and consume
As one able writer puts it:

. Fluctuations on
Jative middleman.
the producer rarely
value of the increase, ;
er invariably has to pay it

to' the consumer, bu

; alt by the producer. 1t would
1L e stable pricés

would benefit both the producer. an

therefore seem that

the consumer.

We are toldy too, by the economists
that if the present conditions contin-
iculture, the consumer sooner
the one to=suffer. All
hat - unprofitable

ue in agric
or later will be
authorities agree U7

the farm population of  the
States was reduced by almost 650,000
during the last year.
the running down of the farm plant
and the exhaustion of the soil; for the
fertility of the soil is maintained on-
ly whetre farming is profitable. This
affects, and affects deeply, the farm-
er; but it involves the very life of
the nation as well. S

_T‘hese causes operating together
will in a few years, we are told, result
in such a decrease in production as to
unreasonably

It means also

cause prices
high, causing great distress
conguming’ centars.
agrlc_:ulture must' be made reasonably
profitable for the benefit of the con-
sumer as well as the producer.

From every angle, therefore, the
problem ceases to ' }
merely and becomes one of truly na-
tional,scope. M
In the early days of agriculture,
the farm was really a self-sustain-
ing home and little more. The pioneer
farmer could sell the surplus of the
things he had produced, primarily for
his .own use, for enough-at least to
meet \hﬁs small cash outlay. h
evolut_xon of agriculture, however, ev-
(_eryth_mg has changed. |
ized farming has taken
pioneer. farming.

_In the simpler age, cost of produc-
tion did not concein the farmer much.
When he produced enough to feed and
clothe his family, he had accomplish-
ed his ‘main purpose.
was' ‘a ‘surplus, so much the better.
And the larger the surplus the weal-
thier the farmer was deemed.

is clear that

Commercigl-
the place of

And if there|of supply and demand. No one, S0

k { Well- | Some of us, however, deny that it is
filled hay mows, bursting granaries, self-operating so as to preserve nicely
and ample livestock ‘in those days de- :
noted the status of the ‘farmer.

expenditures

to the gang plow, the cradle to the
powerfui self-binder, an

the threshing machine.

the fertility of his soil

the form of taxes. 7
large annual cash outlay.
producer no longer for himself main-

He is a

dustrial .age.

that  no

sure future a

The true financi
farmer: comes from having to.plant the total stock o
his maximum acreage from six mon- but the quantity which sellers are
ths to a year before he receives his | willing and able to sell at the former
returns, without having any idea of | price.,”. Therefore, whoever -exercisgs
s to receive for his la-|a substantial control upon-the flow of
plant, but he | the product to the market is an = im-
has to plant pretty much the same portant factor in making the price. It
crops as he planted | the previous/| is perfectly evident, that hundreds of
for proper farming means spec- thousands of individual producers are
He is, therefore, the up- deprived of this advantage when each
per and 'the nether millstones. *

Now, I.am sure I can give n

the price he i
He not: only has to

‘even though i
should be worked out by experts,
to give the farm

and that is all he asks.
In the industrial ande

lent revolution as
trol of production,
termining ‘prices, of which we
hardly conscious.
about in various ways.
imortant industries th
corporation so large an
practically to dominate th
has competitiors in a way,
common consent, this large corpora- Professors Ely and Morehouse,
initially to make the | “Elements of Land Economics,” re-'
practice follow | cently published, say: “A " general
thus made. | good season may bring a pamper

ent in viola- | crop, a fadt that is heralded by the

‘Sherman Anti-Trust Law, | metropolitan press as a sign of ‘the|'
vals have learned | prosperity of the farmer and of the

that it is perilous to|nation. As a matter of fact, a bump-

e lar-| er crop usuallybrings ruinously low

Two years ago| prices. ;
predicted a rosy|  The farmer is glad when he sees thi
ely upon the| kindly earth responding ger}erously 107)

n the price of

i lways result in a loss
iy r alike.

of selling ad of de-

1In some of the Bumper Crop: Ruinous Price
ere is a single|  Under present conditions we have
d powerful as|this anomaly: The farmer is not
" Tt| nearly so likely to suffer from a

and yet, by | short crop as from a bumper crop. As
in

ly benefit the specu-
When prices s0al,
receives the full
but the consum=
. A severe

fall in wholesale p}‘ices is very rare-

flected in, the retail price
(R but is ‘always com= P

tion is permitted
Its rivals in
substantially the price

be :nio. agreem

from experience
engage in price-cu

es M. Schwab
future for industry, larg
ground of “co-operation between com- | his efforts to wring from?its capri-'
G ; ! cious bogom sustenance for man and

farming means two
first, that we drive from

" live upon the farm but w

things: It'means,
' the farms

VI 1odied meniwho prefer to
young able-bodie ho; preter 0

cityward by the larger yewards there

is obtained throug
tion, which has bec
device of mo
these organizati

years. ' Prof. John R. Commons des-
cnbgs_ this custom. Under this  he
saysY “It is unethical to 'steal ‘a}
bompeti@or’s customers or laborers
by cutting prices or raising -wages.

e Neighborho6d ."Note's_' i

They may get what they can fromr
each other by arts of salesmanship

Pyt Lt A
price-cutting or wage-raising. wrist by a fall recently. It is not un-
psually painful and is apparently do-
ing well, This was a serious misfor-
tune, and we hope for the
possible recovery.

* Mr. W. A. Pruitt, of Wichita, who
has been doing effective field work
for the Produce Association in the
past, has just been undergoing a se-
vere attack of inflammatory rheuma-
tism. His condition is now improved
and all his friends are hoping he will
soon be completely recovered.

Through these and similar practices
the manufacturers -have largely taken
the control of prices of their products
into their own hands. Naturaily, the
producer usually arrives at a price by
computing: the cost of production and
adding what ‘e considers a reasonable
profit. He may sometimes err as to
what the public will pay and have ‘to
revise his price downward, but he him-
gelf in the first instance sets the
price. . It has followed = from  this
trend that brokers and middlemen in
all other fields have been gradually
disappearing. The, producer has as-
sumed the burden of naming the price.
And so_the farmer finds himself in
a business world in which the prices
of the'things he has to buy come to
him ready made. He can, of course,
refuse to buy for the time, but in:the
end he must either yield or go out of
business. . ey '
Should Agriculture Set Its Own
I Prices? s
Upon the other hand, when it comes
to selling under present marketing
conditions, again he is not in position
to have .a voice. The price which is
offered to him he, acting as an indiv-
idual, must take or go out of busi-
ness. . He wonders how long he can
survive in:a world which decides for
him what he shall pay for * what he
‘buys and also what he shall receivq
for what he sells. He is groping for
some way by which he shall have the
same voice as to the price of his pro-
ducts' which other people have. in de-
termining the price for theirs,
Nor has the farmer, as is common-
1y supposed, any quarrel with the law

far as I know, denies the validity of
that law in its influence upon prices.

a perfect balance between the supply

A | and the demand, The law of supply:
balance sheet was both unnecessary|and demand is not voceal.  Some speak
and unknown to him. , 1
Farmers Now Business Men €
] Today all is changed. The farmer examine the matter we shall find that
is. a business man bound by the laws
business | part in the operation of this law so far
are | as determining the market - price 1is
If he is to produce enough of | concerned. G :
food and clothing. for the teemingi - Some ‘one must in the first in-
millions in the industrial centers, he

t0o must employ industrial means in|ity. 1t does not come down from the
scythe has given sky. No oracle announces it.  Some-

way to the mower, the simple plow body must say what he ‘thinks a bush-
. el of corn or a pound of lint cotton or:
d the flail’ tg'|a pound of butter is. worth today. Who
He must em-|is so fitted to make this first declar-
ploy fertilizers if he would keep up ation as the producer himself? e’
‘ The social| knows that production cannot go on
needs of his community have requit- long unless. he receives. at least .the
ed better drainage, better roads, and
better schools; and all these have en- | actly the line of reasoning Which all
tailed a further burden upon him in|other producers pursue.  Their fight
He - mow has a|for over.a quarter of a century has
been to name in the . first instance
the price for their product. To ac-
ly, but to supply the needs of this in- complish this sucéessfully, they have
The surplus  which he found it necessary. to retain control
produces is now the important thing. | of the product until it quite or nearly
"Cost_of production, therefore, has\ reaches the consumer. They: have
become as vital a ‘question \with 'the less and less sold to distributers and
farmer as with the manufacturer. It
must be conceded, I.think,
one, farmer or manufacturer, can’go
cing indefinitely in this com-
mercial world at less than = cost

of it as though the law itself, in some
‘magic way, announced a price. If we

human agencies play an’ important

the| = Perhaps the most important factor
hich . Prof. Edward: M.|in considering the influence of the law
niversity, reaches | of supply and demand in actually de-
m. He | termining prices is this: The supply,
¢ | as the economists define it, which op=
al worry of the|erates in price change “does not mean
f goods: in existence

acts for himself.

o ¢on-| More and more, farmers are selling
crete remedy for this problem. - It is | their products to great. distributing
too big and involved for ‘offhand so- | agencies, which have 'in -~ a' measure
Yet it must have a solution, eliminated competition' among them-;
t be somewhat imperfect, | selves in one of the ways T have
if the nation is going to make the | pointed : out above. :Thus the actual
Solutions | demand is lessened for the time.: The
and | price must fall unless . the farmer,
forced into line to try them through something like centr@lized
ething can certainly be done | selling agencies,  is ‘able at the same
or a return for his]time to . regulate the flow of the com-
on the cost of | modity to the market. :
as in any other business;| - What the farmer asks is hat he be
e given the same right to name a price
commercial | in the first instance, and that_he _be
world we have beén undergoing a ¢i- | enabled to acquire an organization
to methods of con-| which will secure to him ‘the same
power  to maintain that price which
are | other. industries through their super-
has  come|ior organization now enjoy. 1o |

”

industries, the same result | heast. His gladness, however, is tem-
h the trade associa-| pered with, the bitter ‘thought that
ome ‘5o popular a| maybe those seeming blessings of a
dustry. Through | kindly Providence may bring him ruin,

RULIG b o o e Ay L

earliest

. The Farmers Union Jobbing Ass'n
is enjoying what is probably the high-
est iconsistent level of business in its
history. - Manager Witham says:
just seems to me that we ar
ing together just a little better than
we have ever done before, and ®hat
will bring success to all of the Farm-
ers Union activities.”

e all pull-

The printed programs for the con-
vention at Ottawa, Oct. 11 to 14, are
mailed out to local secretaries.
¢luded is a good road map which will
aid you in making the trip. Locals
should co-operate by sending several
The cost of the
all if shared by four
or five. It is hoped that gecretaries
will see to ‘it’ that the program and
map get to the persons who are com-
ing as delegates. ;

tes together.
drive will be sm

The editor was at Arkansas City a
few days ago, addressing the Com-
mercial Club luncheon and speaking at
“Farmers Day” gather-
e at the Farm-
ers. Union office there, but Manager
Allard was so busy I couldn’t keep
him in sight. They are doing .a fine
business, - effectively.. Met a lot of
both business men
enjoyed it greatly.

“Flayed . the
» but the edi-

the park at a

very fine people,
and farmers, and
The local paper said
Chamber of Commerce,
tor greatly overestimated the dam-

1 believe ‘are
gently and in goo
are good sports,
it in the same
was offered.

stance name the price of any commod- | the town’s kite.

has a good business and
cooling . some warm Ww
time to visit with me.
. Spring Hill n
ton seed sold to Mr. R
Farmers Union manager there.
Wedd always m

costr of production. Now, this is ex-

eets me with a s
.-At Paola, Ra
ant smile met me a
is one of the success
agers, and a firm supporter of our
state institutions.

At LaHarpe, I runi
listened to Mr. Huff a
of the best talks I have
Mr. Huff is one of the most for
talkers: in the Farmers Unio
nd can - make

more and more to the consumer dir-
ect.” They have regulated the volume
of their product which is on the mar-
ket at any one time, or is offered for
of | sale in any particular market. In this

It~ follows. -that some|way the price does not fluctuate from
be found, if we are to in- day to day and from hour to = hour.
dequate supply of food Nor is it the football of traders who
and clothing, by which the prodcers | have no interest in his enterprise and
of these prime necessities can secure
at least the cost to them of produc- | profits.
ing those ne
.conclusion  w
Easty of Harvard U
in his discussion of the proble

ther talker ®an.
to him. Mr.
LaHarpe, and  although

t of .our co-operat

who are concerned only with trading

the most progressiv
dred per-cent

any merchandi_s
does ‘not come

able assistant manager.
At Savonburg, T had a

rine, the mana
of orders for me; .
cotton seed and:a car of br
11 swelled up before 1
these orders.
v “the hat that
t too small for

got through writing
Here I had to lay awa
Francis wore” as it go

Clarence Moore g
a car of cotton seed.
manager of a s
jon business an
to get an order there
Stayed all night ‘a
where Mr. Stockebrand gave me an or- | best neith
der for one hundred bales of Farmers the morning
Union twine.
At Burlington
put me down
d. You know those
finest words a peddlar ever hears, of the
At Waverly, Mr. Parmely,
ager there, ordered a car .of
a car of cotton seed.
At Overbrook,

unloading a car o 2
and  selling it almost  as fast as he ed the Farmers Union bank. We have 1898, But Jefferson’s beautiful - es-

; . i8)i0te. which had cost $25,000, Was
t Richland, Mr. Al-| cashier of the bank. He sends us 11 A : S by i)
£ wheat for|lots of good business. We are proud sold an 1828 for $2,800, his daugh-.
. |of our h%itchell county agents, and

t Pauline, | were well pleased with our visit,
for a car of cot-| We headed west-to Stockton and! paid for it several times, ' There are
I had a splendid visit!drove south to Tom O'Brien’s. Tom|no better people than Mr. and < Mrs.
Mrs. Boyd who looks|had the misfortune to lose his house| O’Brien. :

‘| py fire. Tom is one of our true co-| |, We drove on south through Plain
r at Wakar-| operators. We had been “acquainted| ville and Hays to. Liebenthal and easy
with Mr. and Mrs. O’'Brien for sev-|to.our friend and agent, Mr.
Glessner, ‘We ' stopped just a) few

uceessful Fhrme
d I have never failed

unloaded it. °
The manager a
len, was loading a car ©
the Jobbing Association.
Mr. Boyd, the man
contributed an
ton seed, and
with him ‘and
* after the bookkeeping.
Mr. Foltz, the manage
usa, also bought a car. of cotto
and was unloading acar' of| eralhyears, had been at their howme
d and a. car of coal, bought several times. . It was one of the| minutes with them but we found the
worst to look at this ruins, it did»not same co-operation and brotherly love
t the: old Dbattle|give us a thrill, it gave us a pain to the same as it has been for the past
d Mr. Lyons gave|look at a brother’s home in ashes, es-| ten yearsc . v ' - i
for a car of K. F. U.|pecially after the failures they have| Mr, Editor; the members of  the

through the Jobbing Association.
Next stop, was a

field of Lynd

ons a new custom has|He is always confroned with this di-

‘offered. A report jssued by the De-
partment of Agriculture states that

arisen ‘in many: indu

stries in recent ' (Continued on page 4)

tankage and concen
- cotton seed.

er

I(It

In-

' A FARMERS UNION PEDDLAR

Roberts will not have
e in his \store which|
through the Farmers

very pléas-

Visited with
ng and then
lesburg. Mr. Crun-

e ct::r:% Ez.gl‘acafioglé We ask for just a little space. We

e { ‘took just ‘a little outing, our secre-
tary, Mr. Broom and I, leaving Salina
Sept. 28th driving to Beloit, stopping
there ‘to visit the county’ fair. Beloit
has a beautiful park where they hold
their fairs. They had a wonderful
display of. what grows on a Mitchell

an  and

me. %
Next stop was at Leroy where Mr.
ave me an order for

for a car O
are the

n seed

cible
n: move-
hearers

Mr. D. A. McKnight, the manager
at Eskridge, bought a car of coal and
a car of cotton seed, The farmers
have a good business there. :

Called on Mr. George Hauserman
at Alta Vista, Mr. C. B. Thowe ‘at Al-
ma and Mr. Roy Vernon at Maplehill,

but they were all stocked up with|

Farmers Union goods, or Had some
coming in. :

Mr. Yocum at’St. Marys needed a
car of linseed oil meal and a ca of
cotton seed, and of course 1 got the
orders. R

Had a good visit with Mr. Westgate
at Manhattan, but found him stocked
up at present. ¥ <
‘Also had a pleasant visit with Mr.
Ammell, the manaﬁet at Randolph,
but he was stocked up for the present,
Drove over to Leonartville, Where
I found Mr. Blauer busy as usual, but
he took time to buy a car of cotton

seed, a car of K. F. U. tankage, and
a car of linseed oil meal. Mr. Blauer

has a real business, and it is real
Farmers Union business too.

sult of my visit there. ;

thing at present. "

has rained every time. . s
A. M. Kinney.

e

it rained—they said two inches.

\
Dear Editor:

milo, - kaffir and sédan grass.

either side making a score.

\

. Mr. Ross Dilenger, the smiling man-
ager at Green, believes in buying his
feeds of the Jobbing:Association; an
order for a car of K. F. U. tankage,

and a car of cotton seed was the re- com )
cent of the population in the begin-

ning-and then were only, fairly -able
to direct the policy of the country,
now number some 40 per cent of the
population and frantically Hope to di-
rect national policy. The prospect is
so poor that 649,000 farmers aban-
doned their calling in 1926; 3,000,-
000 have abandoned it since 1920,
while all . the cities increase their
numbers with little thought or care
for the future. Is there any help?
Possibly a hasty review of our his-
tory may offer an answe.r.

Mr. Alquist, the manager at Clay
Center, was sick and I did not see him,
Called on Mr. Whitney at Miltqnvale,
Mr. Stonebeck at Morganville, and
Mr. Kirkpatrick at Clifton, but none
of them were in the market for any-

In Washington, and raining as us-
4al when I am here. This ig‘ three
Sundays for me in Washington and it

G G P A e
‘Cowley county has one .of the best
organizations in the state, so when
the County Fair came on it was only
natural that one evening should have
been set aside for the Farmers Un-
ion, It was planned to have a plat-
form in front -of  the . grandstand,
equipped - with :amplifiers. But . it
" Made ‘a few statements which rained. The opening of the fair was
‘true, but made them postponed one day, and then it was
d humor. Those boys | begun in the mud. Two Farmers
and seemed. to take | Union locals had . exhibits —Science
d: spirit in which it and Floral locals—and  they were
The rural section cans|fine. Floral carried the blue ribbon
not be lifted by making it a tail to| on a display of 251 farm produects,
. listed and classified. W:ith corn and

other grains they worked out the rep-
resegtation (ﬁl “The Dz%wn. of a rtlew
: J day,” with the sun of co-opera ion
 Washington, Kansas, Seot. 25, 1927 ilsg, s ' background for thefe ox
ing, Sept. 24th. First stop was at hibit. Science lqcal c_rowded them so
2 Mr. R. H. Holmes gave me closely. it gave the judges headache
an order for a car of coals-Mr. Holmes to decide between them. goms ‘%{z ,ﬂi‘._‘?.
was very busy locals not represented“warned me in

heat, but took whispers to “Watch us next year. It
A seems. that neither Science nor Floral

¢ d ¢ ‘cots -will be in the moneyat the next F:air.
i L lahc%}' 3 i °°h' One of the most interesting meetings
AP e ’1{‘,[‘.3 I have attended was arranged at
-lr' night. Ira A. Wilson and his support-
loh Champan’ '12;:: ers gathered a crowd of probably 75
P t tthIt)l oors %al h people ; out. of the blackness’ of the
ful farm iy ap night; though I do not know how they
ul farmers’ man-| id it * You will know how bad the
roa%s were when you lleIarg tX?t_ nelgh-
gy er F. M. Giltner nor U. S. Alexander
nto}z; plcn&% ?:g was there—the first Farmers Union
8406 mah rd meeting ‘either has missed 1In more
ever heard.| ., 50 years. The cattle tent fur-
§shed shelter, bales of hay made the

tion till the fall of Napoleon the farm-
ers of the young nation, proud of
their country and happy to’ be called
free farmers, sold _their abundant
crops to a warring Europe at fabul-

ats, and the fine holfli‘:einsboln ex;
: ibit kept very quiet. ‘Two bales o
%grﬁe:;tghgfsgﬂepsgﬁceh.i:{ : hay made ‘the  speaker’s platform,
More poWer' wlrgc{i I usgd go:' myt guesli.;:a)f-hqn{)r

Py —Billy an etty, two little ~giris
Roberts 18 manaiggrﬂ?t and Billy’s brothe’r,' Bobby. Bobby’
ive business found refuge later in ' his mother's
ons in the state, it is one of | arms and ‘in sleep, Billy slept on the
7 an'd {aiona.hans “platform,” but Betty stayed with me

t;; our state insti- to the last. = A . young fellow - did
things to what is a mouth organ when

I have it, but it was a harmonica with
him., He m%de music wit}]}]it. lAnd a
: : ~ | men’s trio ‘think from Floral, sang
Union. Mrs. Roberts is the very &%) goveral numbers, A pitchfork, stood
by, so I tappec{1 theTtﬂnes- of gtdto g}i‘ve
ptepRRe " | them the pitch. us ‘aided  they
ant- visit with Mr. Swan8on, the man sang('i i}f}len didly. -Id }ia 1 p(; ooty
AR 3 wonderful: time, and I"hope the rest

and Enent S?ml?iftﬁ tlﬁ(t;e}n the, evemin&| 34 "to0. A little after we adjourned
Mr. Crall Monda

county farm. The best of hogs and
Mr. Moore is cattle, wheat, corn' and ‘crops such as|

rs Un- The

n

we had seen all of the fair we neede

a very good agent, Mr. Seidel, who is

/

The farmers, who composed 98 per

11,
From the adoption of the Constitu-

ous prices. Washington said there
had never been anything like it;
President Jefferson found the re-
turns of the farmers twenty times as
great per year as he had ever known
fhem to be in the best days of his

in the wilderness.

help a farmer?:

ernment lend assistance?

T.asting changes in the social or- 5
der come slowly. A hundred and cotton grtl){wer,
fifty years ago the farmer and the cn a markeb t
free tenant were the makers of a new
nation.  Their representatives a little
later forr-nulgted one of the greatest
gfl dcg}?:tlt';:rt:i\t:;s.se;rn?dzli at'}lls f:f“,:ﬁ: clever men, who composed less than
road to peasantry, and neither they
|nor- any of their few friends seem
able to stay their downward course.
Stala.{etshlfv il;foé::::ec‘;";tl{)‘:e;ﬁg: Ii{m‘:;‘: cent of the population, sold their out-
or is intended to be, and the process
hastens. The efforts at cooperative
‘marketing, of controlled production
and of effective legislation seem all
to have failed. The President vetoes
bills without offering = better ones;
the open-and-shut markets of the
cities continue their unmitigated ex-
ploitation; while . newer ~and richer
lands cease to cffer relief, as of old.

the great Amer
clever farmers,

put -in a slow
competition with
and then came

the minority.

the Northwest,
the Union and

youth. Whether the Government was
adminjstered by doubtless aristocrats,
afraid of their new . system, or the
boisterous Democrats boasting of the
best Government ever set up by the
hand of man, prosperity was the rule
of the day, above all for the farmers.
" Then the wars of Napoleon ceased.
After a dizzy moment of drunken
prosperity,” the Europeans: reduced
their- demands by half. American
wheat and tobacco and pigs lost all
value to their producers. Farmers
were in the throes  of deflation, a
term then  hardly known. John
Adams, retired to his little .farm,
was barely able to hold up a respect-
able head. Thomas Jefferson, ‘with a
hundred slaves, was hardly able : to
feed his guests. Virgina farms would
hardly sell for the price of a year’s
rent. . From Massachusetts ‘to Geor-
gia thousands and tens of thousands
of farmers abandoned their homes
and lands and trekked across the Al-
leghanies to try their fortunes anew

rupled  their
makers - had

The savings of ‘small farmers for
a generation, the houses, the fences
and the cleared -lands - were sadly
abandoned’ to mother- nature. Han-
over County in Virginia, where the
Revolution = had - started, and the
Springfield country of Massachusetts
each lost half its population! Times
were hard. Governments, State and
national, did ‘nothing. = Who cbuld

* But during the long Napoleonic
wars hundreds and ‘thousands™of in-
dustrial establishments were set up.
They made the. bonnets of farmers’
wives; fashioned boots for the clumsy
feet of plowmen; contrived new and,
better plows for the making of, more
wheat and = tobacco. = The moment
Napoleon fell, .British industrialists
offeredemarvelous ~bonnets and  ail
manner of implements  to farmer
folk at prices half /as high 'as’ the
domestic manufacturers asked. If
the farmer. sold any ‘of his crop he
might buy imports at half war-time
prices. But the industrialists: would
be ruined, He would have to be-
come a farmer, abandon his buildings
and his improvements. Did the Gov-

protection a

In 1816 the farmer natigu'l,illists,
P . ; led by farmer statesmen, alhoun
teuidisplay was of the butt e | and Clay, contrived & S402 duced
. A V41 dustrial help, a tarl at reduce
t Yates Center ker sure was good, the boys did their | gyitish com;l))étition by. hall‘f a{)\d }t;hixfs
3 q opened the American market by hall.
of the 29th we thought|p, "y few years the indqu‘trialistkwas
y ! PG more than successful. ew trekke
Mr. Dodge, the manE ’I‘)OG;;’; 'gﬂé?gignﬁ%gzrgo%%\;?;t:ﬂ IXI;; over the mountains. But success by
the job Ti: to % at Beloit is one Government: assistance increased the
Onsis Jt?es:t Fa:n:ergeUnion Stores in number of industrialists two }flold.
the man- | the state, the members of the Farm- sTe}iszsbeg?: zg‘}’&mgggisa?}?:f ;si?(i
coal and | ers Union patrgnize this stor; and thg L ;
EEL reason why is because it is theirs an £ AR
Tom Hupp was | they know that their manager Scto ir:a;kizl"iﬁ‘tt‘}’x,:tlzv:litr}x‘l‘i}rl\’a%:; ?}‘;‘rf;‘;_
£ Gold Medal feed,|that they get a square deal. We visit- arLL. the -tariff of abominations,

was privilege,

for a monopoly of the American

") FARMER TO LAWYERS
'Address Delivered to The Graduating Class of The John Marshall
Law School, June 16, 1927 ‘

\

Members of the Graduating Class:jter agce ting gifts for her maintens
T « |ance in

er who could hold his own was the

1.and he held his own
hat steadily 'declined
from 40 cents to 8 cents a pound for
cotton grown by slave labor on fresh
lower Southern lan

The only farm-

ds.
illustration: The

a tenth of the population procured
from the Government a monopoly: of
ican market; the un-
who confposed 90 per

European market in
the. whole world,
home to buy their
clothing and farm utensils at prices
twice as high as those at which they
might have had them in Europe. That
was called statesmanship. g
There was great bitterness in all
the great farming States, bitter words
and: angry threats of disrupting the
Government, civil war was narrow=-
"the farmers yielding at
desires and the fears of
That was 1833; and
followed a compromise by
which the industrialists were to: ac-
cept, after ten years, a reduction of
their privileges and allow some meas-
ure of competftion from the outside.
There followed an epoch of economic
a marvelous prosperity
the lowest tariff, to 1861,
When the moderate rates of 1816 were
effective. It was the end of the first

111 ;

Then war again. The farmers of
rallying to the call of
of ‘Abraham Lincoln,
went upon Southern battlefields and
fought as men have rarely fought
Southern farmers ever, more heroic.
In the process there arose in Chica~
go a great inventor-manufacturer.

reapers upon . the

whence hundreds of thou-
sands of farmers’ sons had gone to
war. Old men and women made more
wheat and. raised more pigs than had
been raised in time of peace. And
war raised the price a'hundred per
cent. . Abraham Lincoln was winning.
the war. for the Union, Then Eng-
lish and German harvests  failed—
failed in 1862 and 1863. There was
an unprecedented demand for Amer-
ican wheat and even corn. The price
rose from 50 cents a bushel in 1861
to $2.50 in 1865. War and Cyrus
MecCormick, a:good Virginian, gave. .
the farmers & prosperity they had not
known since Washington and Jeffer- -
son had built the nation. on farmer
It was a strange time,
a loyal Southerner in Chicago - win=
ning the war against the South.
But the war also made tens of
thousands of industries flourish' in
unwonted style.
ed fortunes; implement makers quad-
dividends; . munitions’
the time of their lives,
and railroad builders and managers
laid the foundations of fortunes that
a little later dazed the world. It was
war, war for democracy. Ao S
The Union was saved. There was
a Notthern debt of $3,000,000,000,
a debt evidenced by bonds, payable
in gold and in'paper money as welli
When the war ended these. bonds, or
more than 90 per cent of them, hast-
ened to Philadelphia and New York
and  Boston, where, under the new
banking 'system, the control ‘of : the
nation’s currency had drifted. The
end also witnessed, after a feverish
day of : speculative prosperity, a de-
cline of the. price of farm products.
The  decline became a slump. . The
hundreds of = thousands of soldiers,
fatmers’ sons, went home to their
farms. They increased the output of
the farms. while
her demands for*American wheat and
¢orn and pigs. Was the farmer again
to fall a victim? L g
" The price of woolen goods fell.
Munitions were no longer ' needed.
But Southern cotton came back on
the the market and cotton cloths were
in reasonable demand. But fearing
the future as business man e¥er fear
the future, the industralists’ asked
gainst every sort of com-
petition in order that they might pay
es—afld - then sent to Eu- -
hundreds of thousands of
workers ‘to keep ‘wages down. The
Government (all the Southern plant-
or lawmakers kept at a safe distance)
d the protection and sent ag-
ents to Europe to urge immigration,
immigration that mounted to half a
million a-year in a little while. It
vast privilege.
The farmer, as I have said, went .
honie to his fields in 1865.  The price
of wheat fell from $2.50 a bushel in
1865 to 60 cents in 1896. However,
the vast fields of the West lay wide
h|open and the land was free. The
drill, the corn planter and the reap-
er enable the farmer to produce un=
ties of grain and live stock, .
day of free trade in Eng-
(Continued on page 3)

Woolen mills earn-

Europe ' decreased

C’Brien this insurance check, he has

are of the best.. On account of Mr,
Broom, our secretary being with us,

we hurried on east as we had four ur

five losses to settle before dark. Aft-

er this was all done’'we were now in .
Barton county eighty miles. from Sa-.
We bid Mr. Kingston 'good-by

another one.of our good agents. , We

started on home believing. our trip

and time well spent.

Chas. SimpSoﬁ,
" Field Man.'

years. f,We ‘do mot begrudge ‘Mr.

trate, and car of | had in this community _for several | Farmers Union, are all good people, in
e ; _fgct the farmers of this great state

The average li‘fe of a good. hedge
post for line construction is about 30
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. Notice to Secretaries and Members of Farmers
Union of Kansas. We want all the news about the
Locals and what you are dding. Send in the news
and thereby help to make your official organ a
success. :

_Change of Address—When change of address is

ordered, give old as well ag new address, and

" All copy, with the exception of notices and in-
cluding advertising, should be in seven days be-
fore the date of publication. Notices of meetings
ean be handled up until noon Saturday on the

. week preceding publication date.

" Communications and Questions—Communications
are solicited from practical farmers, members of
the F. E. & C, U, of A, are at liverty to ask

- questions on'any phase of farm work. Answers
will be either published or mailed.

Sirss
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A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS

Two local groups, Hackney and Kellogg, opened
an oil station in Winfield last April, with bulk and
gervice units.’ Harry L. Rupp is the manager in
charge. They sell for cash, the only exception be-
ing that one delivery will be made, if the custom-
er is away from home, or for any other good rea-
son, but a second delivery will not be made with-
‘out the payment for the first. They do not have
much on their books. Sales of gasoline and kero-

* sené so far are in excess of 100,000 gallons. and
the savings: are substantial. You will recall that
President Keeney of Nebr., told in these columns
lately of their.experience in oils, ' No doubt. this
business will be up for serious consideration at the

.:Ottawa convention, = °

0
O

GOVERNOR PAULEN AND FREIGHT RATES
The Kansas Farm organizations, through their
representative, Clyde M. Reed, presented a picture
of farm conditions that is hardly short of alarming.
They used. ¢rude, homely methods. They put far-
mers from widely separated areas, .representing
* all types of Kansas farms, upon the witness:stand,
These men, whose integrity cannot be questioned,
told the story of their own experiences, and the
experiences of those they knew. Mrs; Mairs,. of
Labette county, presented a picture which none who
heard her will forget. Bankers testified as to per-
gonal experience in operating farms, and as to the
general condition of farmiers as shown in the bank-
ing situation. - Economists from -the -State Agri-
cultural College togk the facts as revealed by sta-
tistics, and reduced them by  #nalysis to show
clearly the status of the farmer. The U. S, Dept.
of Agriculture sent an expert into Kansas, making
available to him all known facts and figures in
gtate and federal ‘departments, and he prepared
‘tables showing actual and relative farm .income,
and the purchasing power of that incomé. = Not
one of these facts, as offered in evidence, was dis-
proven. - Not one of them was seriqusly assailed.
Then came Mr. W. J. Bailey, ex-governor of Kan-_
sas, now head of the Federal Reserve bank at Kan-
gas City, who swept the whole structure away with
a single gesture—*I don’t believe it.” He did not
offer any evidence'in.support of his positive opin-
ion, none was needed, Like the man who settled
the argument, when the dictionary disagreed with
his statement; by saying “I don’t recognize Noah
Webster any better authority than'I am,” so Bailey
set it all aside.  The farmer is quite all yight. And
that was that. But just as we were packing up to
gd home, defeated,‘w.ho should arrive :in the nick
of time but our own hero, Governor Paulen, He
says Clyde Reed and the farmers are wrong, and
Bailey is also wrong. That the pictures drawn
. are both untrue, and that the real condition of the.
‘farmer is somewhere between.! We’agree wgth the
governor—between ‘the Devil and the Deep Blue

Sea.

THE YEAR IS CLOSING
We are on the eve of another annual convention.
It seems but a few months since we met in Arkan-
' gas City, in one of the best conventions the o.rg.ani-
zation ‘ever held.  The year was begun ausp‘lclous-
ly. The plans laid by the convention were in pro-
cess of being carried out. No friction within = the
union was hindering, and steadily the whole pro-
gram was moving forward, Where the methods
in use were found faulty they were being replaced
by better methods. Where our structure h-ad bgen
weakened by the serious financial condition in wh;ch
) agriculture found itself as a whole, or by a com-
" ‘bination of forces unfavorable to.the co-opgratwe
m’bverﬁent,- repairs’ were being made as .rapldly_ as
cduld be done. Meantime we were playing an m-
portant part in the farm movement as a whole.
. Our honored chief was in Washington ‘frequently.
- and for very conqiderable’periods, where l?e playe.d
' a large part in shaping national legislation, His
counsel was sought and his advice hfae'ded by many.
Then, suddenly, in the midst of activity, P}‘Q!lder}t
‘Promble was. stricken, He was taken to the hospi-
where everything
:’::" his recovery but on a bleak April day the word
_ went out over the state that John Tromble had gone

grom us. It seemed then to have come Withoat
warning. Now Wwe know we were ‘warned often
: v too dull to note the 'sig-

en nd that we were
l ;Tl)iu.ghb: a monument at Fort I_t.iley are these
‘words: “He was. as much 2 v1c§1m‘o£ duty as of
disease.””  This was true of President Tromble. So
greatly concerned was he about the work: of the
‘Union that he himself probably reahzued least of
all fhat the load was too heavy and too cona@nnt.
. Quite literally he gave himself for us, .tmd for‘the
o cause we represent. The death of President Trom-
ble was the darkest period through which the Kan-
_ gas Farmers Union has ever passed,’ and its his.
IRy & 3 . - i B 2 v 3 X i ;

| them, he staked everything on th

humanly possible was done |

tory has not, been one of sunshine and ease,
was not mistaken in the quality of men and women
who make up the organization. He belie

sponded. i

PRESIDENT TROMBLE?S JUDGMENT VINDI-
¢ CATED ! il

Out of the gloom which followed the news of the
death of Mr, Tromble there emerged a somewhat
chastened miémbership. It would be too much to
assume that we have all become the kind of mem-
bers we. should be, but there is every evidence of a
quickened conscience and a deepened loyalty
throughout the state. The head of one,of our state-

wide business units said in a letter a few days

gince: “There seems to be moré loyalty in the air
at the present time than I have sensed for a long
time . I believe our members are beginning to sae
that unless they are willing to go all the way, that
not much will. be ‘accomplished, It seems to me
that we are pulling together just a little -bettev
than we have ever done, which will bring success

'to all ‘the Farmers Union actiyities.”s 'And now

the year is ended and we are on the eve of an-

other annual convention, ' The future is in our

hands, and we must play up to the privileges it

presents.
b

0

DANGEROUS—TO WHOM?
The danger of adjustment of production to des
mand in the farm field, without provision for a
safety reserve, is stressed by the New York Times

in a recent editorial-in which it refers to campaigns

for reduction of cotton acreage and to one very suc-

:| cessful campaign where “a reduction of 30 per cent

in acreage was ordered and a cflt of 15 to 20 per
cent was actually made. The sequel was a highly
unfavorable season with unprecedented damage by
the weevil, In the end the actual yield was re-
duced no less than 41 per cent, to the smallest to-

p tal in a quarter of .a century, and the world was

faced with a cotton famine.”

The Times concludes that altho the present sit-
uation is not nearly so serious, “the influence is
none the less impressive that an attempt at sweep-
ing curtailment of a crop.of such.importance, made,

as it usually is, on the impulse of the moment,
‘may easily turn out to be highly dangerous.”

|' Dangerous to whom? Not to the cotton grows

er, certainly, for he benefits immensely more from
a small ‘crop than from a large. It is dangerous
certainly to the cotton trade and to consumers in
general. But why, according to strict justice, shoutd
the cotton farmer worry about preserving a sur-
plus for the benefit of the cotton trade in a poor
year, when the cotton trade makes no effort to
carry over a surplf8 from a good year, so that'cot-
ton prices will be held at a fairly high point for
the pratlucer? i ; :

It is socially undesirable to have any crop fs:ll'

much below the normal needs of the country. Yet
the only way to make sure that this will not hap-
pen is to plant enough of an acreage so that there
will be a moderate surplus in the average year,
Yet if this is done, and if the climatic conditions
are usual, and if insect damage is not  greater
than normal, the farmer is bound to suffer from
the effect of that safety surplus on the market.
Why should it not be clear that if a safety re-
serve of this sort is necessary for the welfare of
the consumer and is actually harmful to the pro-
ducer, it is the duty of the consumer class to make

some provision whereby a shortage may be pre-

vented and at the same time the bad effects of the
‘surplus on the price to the producer nullified ?
The argument of the New/ York Times is
sound enough. It is dangerous to cut down produe-
tion too much, unless a reserve has been carrjed
over from a previous year in order to: provide
against’ unusual crop damage. But the Times
should have goxp a step farther. The = whole
county ought to be: responsible, in the interests
of the general welfare, for the job of seeing, first,
that this surplus is maintained, and, second, that
it is so handled that it doesn’t lower the returns
to the men who produce it. - ; i
‘We hope. the time will soon come when jotur-
nals and political leaders outside of the farm field
will push their logic in this field a step farther to
the inevitable conclusion, : When that happens we
will have fewer: editorials about the ‘“unsound-
ness” of the McNary-Haugen bill and fewer

‘speeches about the: “wisdom” of the veto.—Wal-

laces Farmer.

GLIMPSES OF CO-OPERATION

TOM O’BRIEN CARRIED INSURANCE
Fire destroyed the fine farm house of" Tom

| O’Brien of Plainville a few ddys ago, He was car-

rying insurance in the Farmers Union, and, al-
though it will mot fully cover his loss, the prompt
settlement will be helpful. We are sorry for his
loss, but glad for our Insurance Company which
meets such situations with the cash. Extra care
should be taken at this time of year to see that
chimneys and heating equipment are all in perfect
condition. Imsurance does not restore the burned
building, and usually we lose much which we can-
not replace: § R :

CO-OPERATIVE BUTING IN NEBRASKA
- Net earnings of $23,477 for the first two quar-
ters of 1927 were reported to the board of directo:r
of ‘the Farmers Union State Exchange, Omaha,
Neh., recently, whereupon the board decided to pay
stockholders 4 per cent on their investment during
the first half of the year, : '

The board of directors has been asked by. two
local.associatidns to take over the  co-operative
stores which these associations are operating, The
committees from the local associations pointed out
that it would be possible under central manage-
ment for bettef stocks to be carried in the stores
and for better service to be rendered patrons.

Attention is being given by the board of direc-
tors to the joint purchasing program being devel-
oped by the state-wide co-operative buying asso-
ciations operating in Towa, South Dakota, Kansas,
Missouri, and Colorado, and it was decided to pool

.orders for such items asbinder twine, coal; sale

and oyster shell, in order tq get the lower prices
and more favorable terms thus obtainable.

FARMERS UNION MARKETS WOOL IN SOUTH
S DAROTR |
A new service was offered the farmers in the

vicinity of ‘Wimbledon, N. Dak., recently. The man.!:

ager of the Farmers Union Shipping Association
at that point conceived the idea of assembling a
large quantity of wool and advertising 'for sealed
bids on the lot. Bids were asked for a certain day,

| all bids to be on a flat rate with no throwouts or

discounts. As a result 75,000 pounds of wool was
brought to the assembling point and “Wool Day”
was celebrated with closed stores, music and ad-
dresses. The highest bid came from a Chicago
firm and the entire lot was sold for 32 3-4 cents
a pound, The sale was handled by the Farmers
Union with no expense to the members except the
local cost of weighing the wool and loading on
cars, which amounted to three-qyarters of one cent
per pound. . No other deductions were made and

each grower received spot cash as 'soon s his|

wool was weighed.

Another year. it is proposed to establish assem-
bling points in each of the counties where the Far-
mers Union is organized and market wool for all
members direct to the manufacturers with the aid
of the livestock department of the Union at:South
St, Paul. : 2

'BRITISH GRAIN MEN FEAR POOL SUCL PSS

American Exp"étt Upholds Speculation But Fails to
' Consider Effect of Co-operation. i
British grain traders who are finding it difficult
to face the growing competition of suc’ce,iéful farm
co-operatives are beginning to express fear that
the Canadian Wheat Pools are to take their place
beside the Boston Tea Party in the disruption of
the English empire, : ' 3 »

. Premier Baldwin’s recent endorsement of the
pools has been follawed by a “letter of warning”
from F. W. G. Urquhardt, secretary of the Liver-
pool Corn 'Trade _as§ociation, ' fnore commonly
known as the, grain exchange., “The (pool) mono-
poly, if arrived at,”. declared Mr. Urquhardt,
“would quite possibly lead toward a, disruption of
the ‘British empire.” ' ; e
' English friends of the pooling movement see 1o

N v i g R
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futures is an essential

immediate cause for the alarm'expressed by ‘the

‘grain exchange secretary. Instead ﬁqey see a rath-

er obvious exhibition of flag-waving, designed to

stir up sympathy for the grain dealers and confuse:

the issue in the minds of the people. ‘Instead of
stirring up trouble between England and Canada,
they believe the pool will make the Canadian

. farmers more prosperous and more “able’ to buy

English-made products. ; :

Duvel Cheers Speculators

~Many leading grain men of Canada are report-
ed to be of the opinion that their best move is to
close up shop and let the pools have unobstructed
sway. - Despie this sentiment, strenuous fight is
still being waged by the grain’interests, :

J. W. T. Duvel of .the'Grain Future Administra-~
tion gave heart to the old-line speculators last
week by declaring that speculative dealing in grain
| element in marketing
grain, Ninety-five per cent of future trading 1s
speculative in character and He stated that if fu-
tures trading were confined to actual hedging op-
erations the volume of trading would be too small
to be of value to those desiring to protect them-
selves agains speculative hazards, ’ '

Those who question Mr. Duvel’s statements point
sut that his conclusions are based on the suppo-
sition that the present competitive selling by far-
mers is a permanent condition. ,If farmers are to
continue’ in their present' method of marketing, it
may be polsible that futures trading is a conven-
ience, if mot a benefit. If farmers are to market
their products in the manner of other producers,
However, it is considered doubtful that Mr. Duvel’s
opinions will hold water. : :

HISTORY HOLDS KEY FOR FARM PROBLEM

B BstiSR ~
Answer to America’s Present Plight Can Be Found
_in Qur Past Events.

The ‘past history of America offers a solution to
the present troubles of the farmer and to the immi-
nent disaster that faces industry and business, in
the opinion of William E, Dodd, nationally-known
economist, in a recent address in Nashville.

“Lasting changes in the social order always come

slowly,” pointed out P_rof'.vDodd. “A hundred and!

fifty years ago the farmer and the free tenant
were the makers of a new nation. Their represen-
tatives a little later formulated one of the greatest
of constitutions, , Today the farmer and the tenant
geem clearly on the road to peasantry, and neither
they nor -any of their friends seem able to stay
their downward course. ¢ \
Will Cease to Be , |
“If this process continues the United States will
cease to be what it was or is intended to be, and
the process hastens, The efforts at co-operative
marketing, of controlled production and of effec-
tive legislation seem all to have failed, The pres-
ident vetoes bills without offering better ones; the

open-and-shut markets of the cities continue the un- i

mitigated exploitation, while newer and richer
Jands cease to offer relief as of old. s
* «wPhe farmers, who composed 98 per cent of ‘_th‘e
population in the beginning and then were, only
fairly able to direct the policy of the country, now
number some 40 per cent of the ‘population and
frantically hope to direct ~national . policy, The
prospect is so poor that 649,000 farmers abandon.
ed their calling in 1926; 8,000,000 have abandoned
it since -1020, while all the cities increase their
numbers with little. thought or care for the fu-
ture. Is there any help? Possibly a hasty view
of our history may offer an answer,” = :

. Comment: Whenever, in our past, any consider-

able group of our people have set: themselves ser-|

jously to the task of self-preservation they have
succeeded, The 98 per cent failed, but the 40 per
cent need not, If 2 per cent, thoroughly alive to
their needs, succeeded against 98 per cent, surely

40 per cent is not g hopeless minority. And ¢o-0p-|

‘erative marketing has not failed. It is in'process

of gucc“diné, gnd growu Ada}lly',: Y T o 3

| tween 69 per cent and 92 . per

L]
.
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EFLECTIONS

HEAVY LOSS
Congressional Action Threatened to
Halt Erroneous Crop Predictions
. Government crop  predictions and
-price forecasts will meet a heavy
storm of criticism during the ‘next
session of congress, and the collapse
of winter wheat estimates, coupled
with the disastrous market reaction
to the ' recent cotton-pride forecast,
will furnish ammunition for a barrage
of fire from antagonistic legislators.
Cotton-price predictions were dis-
continued by the Department of Agri-
culture last week following a market
break of $7.50 per, bale, resulting
from bearish statements ih the mon-
thly report: of the bureau of econom-
ics. Senator, Harris of Georgia = de-

as a result of the statement, and that
a congressional investigation might be
sought regarding the ' Agricultural
Department’s authority to make price
predictions. |
The accuracy of the government
crop reports are being severely ques-
tioned in many sectfons, and the loss-
es being sustained by farmers from
erroneous estimates is being blamed
on the Department of = Agriculture.
Winter wheat production, ‘for exam-
ple, will be 40 per cent below the
July estimate, according to the Na-
tional . Grain: Dealers’: Journal; and
corn production forecasts are simil-
arly out-of-line. i
Wheat Growers Lose ;
Winter wheat farmers were in the
midst of threshing: and . marketing
when the misleading July 10th report
was issued. 'The. price of wheat

U. S. CROP GUESSES CAUSE

clared the South has lost. 100,000,000

dr?ipped eight cents in three days,
and growers of whaat suffered con-
siderable loss. Apparently ho effort
was made to correct the inaccurate
report, and foreign buyers were led
to. believe that America’s supply of
wheat was “to be much higher than it
is,
CREATIVITY
This poem is recognized as one of
the oldest Chinese ¥olk-poems which
has come down to the present time.
It is the first poem recorded in the
book, Origin of = Ancient Poetry
(Chinese). It may be roughly dated
2500 B. C.
When the sun rises I go to work;
When t{le sun goes down, I take n.y
rest; *
I dig the well from which I drink;
I farm the soil that yields my food.
I share creation; kings do mo more.
Translation by Y. S. Han,

. WE THINK THIS IS WHY
- The Arkansas (City) Traveler has
a very clever department under the
heading, “Our Weekly Review of
Public Matters.” The column asks
why the highway detours are always
worse in Kansas than in other states,
The plain, short answer is that they
are. merely the farmers’ own roads,
such-as he must use for 90 per cent
of his travel, while w¢ lay brick and
concrete for tourists.” They are not
meant’ for the town man’s use, We
are informed that the Rural Mail
Carriers have a proposal for a 4 cent
gas ‘tax, but instead of putting the
additional 2 cents on tourist high-

ways they would spend it -on mail
routes.: That, they held, would ac-

tually benefit the largest number of
people, since mail routes are design-

ed to serve all farm homes as closely

as possible. Let's see who seconds
that motion. ' iy

WE NEED SOME OF CANADA'S
WHEAT .
The Canadian wheat crop is report-

| ed as being this, year an unusually

high-grade product. The weight per
bushel is said to run from 63 to 65
pounds, Wheat of this kind is used
by American millers for mixing, and -
comes across the line in quantity, If
there ,were no tariff a howl would
go up at once for protection, and it
would at once be provided. Only, as
now, it wouldn’t protect. The duty
on wheat is 42 cents per bushel, and
the Canadian price admittedly higher
ithan our own. But a clever arrange-
ment allows the imported wheat to
come in duty-free, in actual practice,
and lets the American producer or
consumer pay the premium on Cana=
dian wheat. It is called. milling-in-
bond. You import the wheat, mill it,
and export equivalent flour, There-
upon-you are released. from the duty.
Since export demand is for low grade
flour, and domesti¢c demand is for
high grade, it is but natural that in
practice our niillions 'should trade low.
grade domestic wheat for high grade
imported wheat. No tariff is paid,
so the government gets no revenue
and the American farmer mno- protec-
tion. But the miller gets wheat,

‘E. Folz Furrit, local dealer, says
the latest word from Henry .Foru i
that he hopes to have the new cars
out of the trenches by Christu.as.

NOT A PANACEA

BUT A PROGRAM

Ralph Snyder, President of the Kansas Farm Bureau, Replies. to a
) b Manufacturer’s Representative

R. M. Hofer, Mgr.,
‘The Manufacturer;
Dear Mr. Hofer:
Replying to your letter of the first,
do you not think it more to the point,
in considering the equitable adjust-
ment of our tax problem, to base tax-
es on net income rather than on gross

to pay the fairest measure ' for tax
levy,? May it not be ' quite possible
that a heavy gross income, ‘one in
which a large amount of money is
handled, really- does the management
or owners comparatively little good?
And on the other hand a small gross
income may mean relatively heavy
profit? s 4

Referring to your statement that
“they’ (the farmer’s problems) will
be ‘solved largely by the farmer him-
self rather than by so-called legisla-
tive remedies.” So many different
constructions. may be placed on that
statement. Taken in the abstract, one
must agree with you.  That state-
ment and the one following it would
seem to imply however that legisla-
$ion now being advocated by the farm
organizations is asking the govern-|
ment to do for the incompetent farm-
er what he seems unable to do for him-
gelf.. This of course we deny. he
last thing the farm organizations, and
I speak particularly of the Farm Bu-
reau, would  want to do would be to
place a premium on inefficiency, Ef-
ficiency has ever been the watchword
of this organization. -

We have during the past six years
established beyond a doubt that there
is a real farm problem that cannot be
solved by even the most up-to-date and
efficient ‘methods. . Every. thinking

to that. The U. S. Department of
Agriculture, Commerce and Labor all
agree that the purchasing power of
the farm product, based on wholesale
prices, is now but 85 per cent as much
as- it was during the prewar period
of 1909-14; that-it has fluctuated be-
cent
since 1921; = that  ‘the farm failures
have increased the past six ‘@ years
1,000 per cent faster than. have the
failures in’ other and . comparable
lines of endeavor; that in 1926, while
the national income was some -billion
dollars more than in any previous
vear, the farmers, constituting 30
per cent of the peonle, got 9.65 per
cent of it.. That at mo time up to
1920 did he get less than 20 per cent
of it, and at no time since then has he:
gotten that much, and that his pro-
portionate share has steadily dimin-
ished since that time. That in 1910
the farmer was paying 11 per cent of
his net income in taxes, and that now
83 per cent of it goes for tax pur-
poses. o _ ,A

These statements are confirmed by
the National Industrial = Conference
Board, a research bureau supported
by a few business interests of this
country who seem bent on arriving
at some fair cgnclusions and s:cking
adequate remedies. il

I think these statements of fact

income? Do you not consider ability|

man in the United States now agrees|’

to seek a -sound solution of econmic
prblems; of our statesmen who are
supposed to be concerned with policies
that will perpetuate the best govern-
ment on earth; and even of our poli-
;tjcians who are probably more con-
cerned with the success of their par-
ty. Now what has caused these in-
equalities, and what are the remedies ?

While ‘there 'is no doubt that the
deflation of agriculture ‘was more
rapid following the world war, the
fact ‘is that it had been going on for
at least a quarter of a century prior
to that time. We have been under-
going a gradual change from an agti-
cultural nation to an industrial one.
So long as the farmer could make a
profit on his investment by.. an en-
chancement of land vdlues, sell out
and move west, to cheaper and more:
fertile fields, he paid little attention
to the fact that he was making litle
or no money in his actual farm oper-
ations, )

That day is of course past: Now he
must make his profit from the actual
growing of ‘ crops.and livestock pro-
ducts.  He can help himself to a cer-
tain extent by increasing his produc-
tion efficienscy. That he has been do-
ing. * This is evidenced by the fact

‘that the average American farmer is

now producing. 2b. per cent more per
man than he was 25 years ago.  He
can do still better, dnd every effort
is being put forth to that end. More
and” more farmers are taking advan-
tage of the results of research work
carried on by oyr Experiment Stations,
and’ knowledge gained by  practical
exnerience, of .our  morel successful
farmers. ' That: is remedy Nuniber
One. \ ; ;
Transportation costs are bearing
unduly heavily on farm products, es-
pecially in -the’ great food producing
sections, in proportion of the meney
value thereof. ‘Trapsportation —com-
panies are ‘constantly endeavoring to
take advantage of their well-fortified
position ‘behind - the Transportation
Act of 1920 and increase transporta-
tion costs to the farmer is well known.
We are fighting this tendency with all
the strength of the federated farmn
organizations, by opposing increases
before the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, and by demanding reductions
instead; by urging river and‘lake im-
provement which will, or at least
should; cheapen transportation coscs.
That’s remedy Number Two. g
That our taxes have become unduly
and perhaps ‘unreasonably burden-
some, we all agree. We are striving
to hold down local, state and federal
expense, but more than that we are
striving: through legislative enactment
to equalize the tax burden. - Changed
conditions have-outstripped changes
in tax methods. 'We are still keeping
the heavy load of state and local tax-
es on real or tangible property while
the<value of such property does mot
represent in any way net income re-
ceived by citizens who share in the
bencfits of government. We are striv-
ing to bring about a.change in lax

constitute a “case” for agriculture
that challenges the most, serious

thought of our economists who profess

systems so that the more int.angib!e
sources of income may bear its fa'r
proportion of the tax burden :and re-

which i rapidly becoming  confiscae.
tory. < We have ‘already made some
progress along this line in the gaso-
line tax. These tax reforms may.be
called remedy Number Three,

Our Federal Tax - system . might
profitably receive\ some attention,
Tariff, which now brings the govern-
ment less revenue‘and yet costs the
farmer consumer more than ever in
the history of our country, might re- -
ceive some attention in the way of a
downward revision. ' A terrific pres-
sure is being brought.to bear on con-
gress to reduce corporation takes, to
reduce the higher brackets of the in-
come tax, to abolish all inheritance
taxes, both state and mnational. And
this in spite of the .fact that we still
have a war debt of nineteen billion
dollars hanging over us. Our inter-
est in this is largely a defensive and
negative one. Yet it might be design-
ated as Remedy No. 4. i

The ‘manufdcturer has been for over
a hundred years protected from the
competition  of foreign countries by
an adequate tariff. Labor is now.weil .
protected from the~competition of the
foreigner in thig country by the' re-
stricted immigration law. He is pro-
tected from the greed of his employ-
er by the Adamson law and by being
protected in his right to collective
bargaining.: Transportation is  well ..
protected from price competition by
the ‘well known Transportation Act of
1920. The financial interests are well
taken care of and well nigh protected
from harm in the Federal Reserve
system. “It’s true that we_have ade-
quate protection on a few minor ag-
ricultural products. But -our. main
products, those of which we are pro-
ducing an exportable - surplus, have
absolutely: no - effective. / protection.
Wheat, with ‘a tariff of 42 cents per
bushel has no protection whatever
from Yoreign competition. sells
higher in Winnipeg than in Minnesota.
Its price .is usually fixed by the for=
‘eign. price less transportation costs, .
and this of course applies to that con-
sumed in this country as well as that
sold abroad. - j

It is protection against this- condi-
tion which we are seeking in the lYe=.
Nary-Haugeh bill. - We areeonly ask-
ing that we be allowed to. sell ‘our
surplus abroad in such a manner that
it will not set the price on the whole
product. © That’s nothing more than
the manufacturer: does when he finds
himself with an otherwise uncontrols
lable surplus. Owing to our uncon=
trollable numbers, the ‘uncertainties
of production due to season and pests
and disease we cannot-do this as man- .*
ufacturers do.. We cannot do it with~
out . governmental. assistance. It
would in no wise make or tend to make
the inefficient farmer prosperous. He
would have the same competition with’
his neighbor that he has now, but on
a higher plane, an American plane if
you please, just the same as the Am- .
erican laborer and Américan manufac-
turer and Ameriean - financier. now
have. And that, Mr, Manufacturer, is
what we might term Remedy Numker
Five. T :
i —Ralph Snyder.

If -vou can lift yourself by your
boot straps, you may be able to in=
vent perpetual motion.’ No one who -
understands the law of eonservation
of energy gives perpetual motion a

ieve the land of a portion of a load

7

serious thought.

Y.

This is to Certify That Farmérs P

DELEGATES’ CREDENTIALS

" The Farmers’ Educatior .1 an} Co-operative Union of ‘America

v (Delegate)

i P. 0. Address

¥

(Alternate), who .ar‘é members

L ) .\ i/ > B
P, 0. Aldress i

in good standing of .., ‘/

State

wneisens Union No...:

]

were elected as delegates to the 'Tw.onty-Second‘ Annual Mse,tif\g of the Farmers’ Union which meets at
Ottawa, Kansas, on October 12, 1927 el :

«

A S_ecfetnry

-

, President




' Every fellow and his lady’

- Talking

- You will always find a welcome,

' ed to come in under the rulings laid

S
(Continued from page 1)

land and' Germany.
who had fought the battle of common
men in the Civil War now poured

| . The Country Woman

their wheat into European markets tc

ANDERSON COUNTY UNION
: " NOTES :

THE FARMERS UNION CLUB
When you're feeling glum and weary,
And your mind wont even think,
When you've drove and talked and

argued, ' :
'Til you cannot sleep a wink;
When you’ve gone to see a member,’
Whose wife\tells you right away,
He is nine miles over yonder,
Helping Neighbor Jones to hay.
When they go and set a meeting
. At the school house over there,
And you’ve come to do your darndest,
And they’ve all gone to the fair,
When you meet in empty school rooms
Talk to empty seats awhile,
Then you wish the Devil had you,
But you don’t forget to smile,

When you've talked and they've ad-
mitted, .

Co-operation’s the only plan,

But they’d like to wait awhile to see
What happens the other man.

Then you bet your head grows weary
And your wheels begin to stick,

Then you change your little program,
‘And attend the big picnic.

Across the line in Anderson,

Where the Union’s going str'ong,‘

- Came to help the cause along.
There were baskets filled with good
things,
Stacked on tables there that day,
Cakes and pies, all kinds of chicken,
Happened in: the Fieldman’s way.

And around that table serving,
Stood a throng of ladies fdir,
{Union to their neighbors,
Scattering sunshine everywhere.
We sure looked on them kindly
As they passed around that grub,
For they're the backbone  of the
Union, /
They're the Farmer’s Union Club.
So I tell you brother fieldman,
1f you chance to come this way,

Just drop.in prepared to stay.
You can hélp to feed the chickens,
Milk the cows, do up the wqu,
But you’ll surely catch the' Dickens,
If the Union work you shirk.

2 0. M. Lippert.
Sent in: by County Correspondent.

NOW AN AUXILIARY

We are glad to report that the Liz-
town Ladies’ Club has at last decid-

P W Y L T g

Se20

65620. Child's Dress
Cut in 4 Sizes: 4, 6, 8

' years. An 8 year size requires if
made as illustrated 1% yard of
54 inch material for the Blouse
and 1% yard for Skirt, and fac-
ilnsgs on collar and cuffs. Price

T ;

5947, TLadies’ Morning Frock

Cut in 6 Sizes: 34, 36,
42 and 44 inches bust measure.
‘A 38 inch size requires 3 yards
of 36 inch material striped or
figured, and 5% yard of plain
material for facings. The width
of the Dress at the lower edge
with plaits extended is 1% yard.

Price 15¢..

FASHION BOOK NOTICE

Send 12¢ in silver or stamps for our
UP-TO-DATE FALL & WINTER
1927-1928 BOQK. OF FASHIONS.
showing color plates, and containing
500 designs of Ladies’, ‘
Children’s Patterns, a (CONCISE and
COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE ON
DRESSMAKING,
POINTS FOR THE NEEDLE ' (illus-
trating 80 of . the ~ various,
stitches) ‘all’ valuable hints to . the
home dressmaker.
,Pattern Dept.,
er, Salina, Kansas. Box 48.

ALSO

|ruin ‘their brethren in Europe.  They
drove the English farmers into bank-
ruptey, if a farmer knows what that
means,  Industrial cities took these

left them to emigrate to the United
States, millions of them.

|war for democracy, kept the tariff
bars so hifh that the goods of Eu-
ropean mills could not get to the toil-
ing farmers of:the West and South,
while vast fleets turned hordes of
poor European workers into New
England and the Middle States and
literally changed the face of the
country—a = revolution, nobody  ob-
serving it

Nor was = this all.: The farmers
back on their farms must pay the

Hence the men|

ruined farmers into their employ or|

But the United States, after Hher|

Misses’

Kansas Union Farm-

and 10

38, 40,

{4

and

SOME

simple

down at the convention last year and
are now a full fledged Auxiliary,
with old members paying up and new
members coming in.

We had the privilege as well as'the
pleasure of attending the reorgan-
ization meeting at the home of Mrs,
Prank Williams, where the new offi-
cers were elected and some very
good plans made for future meet-

ings. i

"~ “The Liztown Club pwas the first
Farmer’s Union Ladies’ Club to be
organized in the county, beating Bel-
view to the goal . by  twenty four

has the past year, any thing builded
wisely is builded slowly, so do not be
discouraged folks if the first year has
shown a slow fruitage, and if there
seems to have been errors, with wise
council and patient determination all
the differences will be ironed out,
and we can begin the new year with
a better understanding and regard
for each other.

We thank you.
County' Correspondent.

When Aladdin rubbed his lamp, he
‘had fewer forces at his command thany

. | Blaine and Grant; but it did not lend

hours or.less perhaps.

Grettens, Andersons, Varnaus-an

afew others whose names weé do not

man has today. With his telescope,
he may see. stars, millions -of light
years away; with the microscope, he

d

cost of their own fighting in the Civil

__ PAGE THRER

: e SATISFIED CUSTOMERS * We Jo no]eih::. to make ﬁn ‘es;- ;
g \ ON w T TYOH A # . Axtell, XKans, Sept. 30, 1927.|cuses for salés the Farmers Linion is
' _KANS A8 UNION PARMER WEEKLY EXCHANGE ‘ ?, C B En;mert, Ma:gger,' *'| making for us, With best wishes for
If members of the Union have anything to Sell or Exchange, they |}| Farmers Union Live Stock Commis- continued success, we are
" should advertise it in this department. Rate: 8 cents a word per is- “sion, _ Jie Yours very truly,
sue. Count words in heading, as “For Sale,” or “Wanted to Buy, }} o, St. Joseph, Missouri. | Farmers Union Business Association
and each initial or figure in the address. Compound words count. as Dear. Sir: Tt By Wm, T, Gossin, Manager,
two words. MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER—TRY THIS DE- I am writing to tell you and your — e
| PARTMENT—IT WILL PAY You. ; : : I salesmen how well: pleased I was|§i™ ; T S
N : el wflt}}l; the ules y(;u xgadezgn %\Ve 'lgaﬁ ngTRE'l“‘ﬁ gIEJADsD Gy
@ : : 3 ' . i ="l of hogs on September 22, We ha $6 P SAN
OLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FARMERS’ UNION |[nine hogs from Wm. Vossen, Who ENVELOPES
REGISTERED CATTLE : : 770 I had 16 head of the same kind of, hogs $5 PER THOUSAND
DIRECTORY that went to ~—— and - A H h Cl Job Pﬂnﬂl; b _
TOR SALI-—My herd Registered and NATIONAL OFFICERS and the hogs to ‘and 1g! ass Pri 4 J g
W G e CHRAD T bunch. | ¢, 8. Barrett, Pres, ... Unlon Citg, Ga. | s9ld for $11.20. Low Prices
N R e il B A e V P, Oklahoma Gy, 0% | 1 also wish to compliment you for |} THE GENERAL PRINTING CO.
W. G. Lansdon, LECLUFeT ecemm-esenze the splendid sale you made on  the Farmers Union e
bl | Sesniieacimiunsana +Washington, D. C.|load gf cattllf Se;()iteml:nm(-i 29, 1 gave : Salina, Kansas ;
FOR  SALE—My Bluetick C d t out the checks today and every man e y
%'Pos:memomfd. C::'tcbo b::tr.‘ Sl&:ll;’- John "rrﬁ.?.ﬁn'i"..?.':.?.'.'f.'.‘gﬁn?nﬁ? Kansas | said he got more than he expected. . ! — .
ped on trial. Satisfaction guaranteed. Coy | H, Q, Keeney ...Omaha, Nebr. : J i VAL
Hicks, Sedalin, Ky, B 126, : (360, M. BOWIeS' meammemmm-lynchburg, Va. : : 1
- |7, M. Colling -eammmmsnamnm-ea-Baton, Colo. -
; MANAGERS L, 13, Cotterill cemeam ammammmans 10N, TOWI : i
WANTED—Manager for Farmers Co- KANSAS OFFICERS E 1 t o T )
i -lc B —-e.Salina, K X ;
it Tt i o m SRR e || EYVErlasting 1 eam .
U. 8. Alexander, Treas. Winfield, Kans |

Homewood, Kansas. |

War, three billions of dollars, a then
unprecedented .sum. They  received
greenbacks for their wheat, at low
rates. They paid for their supplies
in greenbacks at high prices, because
the Government compelled them to
do so0. They wished to pay #re debt
in greenbacks, debts owed to a small
number of men who had done little
fighting.  The Government compelled
them to pay in gold, gold then, and
long after 1865, at a premium of 25
per cent.

It was' perhaps necessary, thut it
looked unfair; the tariff = protected
industry in its' demand for ' high
prices; it now protected the holders
of the debt in a similar demand for
high ' prices, high prices for bonds
that had been bought for 60 or 70
cents in the dollar. . The farmer had
‘'gone home to pay himself for fight-
ing.. In order to do so he had to
ruin European farmers. ~With the
meager returns he paid in gold the
debt that had been bought in gren-
backs. That was stﬁtemnanship.

w N 3

The staltesmanship of Sherman and

good humor to the countenance of
Western farmer.s ~The world was a
sad complex, all bound together in
gpite of wars and tariffs; the victims
were the men who had saved the
Union. What of the cotton farmers,
step-children of the Republic? Their
fight had failed—needful failure.
Their debt to themselves was simply
canceled; repudiated. to break down
all inequality, to ake democracy
veal in the South. The price of cot-
ton was high. It took twenty years
for the South to get back to normal
in: the cotton markets, the price of
leach crop falling. The South was
poorer than it was safe for any great
gection to be, many thousands mov-
ing away to the Southwest, where
land was free. Others moved into
the Northwest to make wheat cheaper
than it was. . Lands = and ancient
homes ' were deserted as lands and

Somebody set about a scheme to
unite the restless West with the brok-
en South. If they united they might
control ‘the United States and learn
the way to self help, farmers thus
taking the control of things into their

young Calhoun and Clay tried their
powers. in 1820, - tariffs and paper
money and great banks to the con-

homes had been deserted in 1920-30.

own hands, as they had done when:

" gome time but this has been such an

recall helped them organize and Bel-
view organized the next night, there-
fore we are surely glad to welcome
0ld Liztown to the ranks of the rec-
ognized State Organization, the Wo-
man’s Auxiliary. :

Liztown asked the privilege of still
retaining her rank as first in line, as
she has intended reorganizing . for.

unusual season, so many - meetings
have been rained out, and' as long
as Liztown has maintained a wom-
an’s club we are glad to concede her

Christ.—Latimer.

Charity ' is

the

NEMAHA CO. IS HEARD FROM"

very livery of

may .almost view the magic dance of
the electrons; with  the .radio, hear
voices across the. continents; light his
home with.power generated 100 miles
away; and goar across the ocean. by
air—all things of which Aladdin
never dreamed, 3

Your cprrespondent attenfled the re-

trary - notwithstanding. . But ' then
somebody © reminded  them that the
two sections of farmers had waged
the Civil War.. They must vote as
they had shot; and children must
vote as fathers had shot. - There was
an end of farmer self help. Neither
Bryan nor Roosevelt found any way
to share with the farmers the vast
and unprecedented proseprity of the
new and unprecedented Republic. A
single State . in the East - received
twice as much of the annual income

* SEEDS FOR SALE

- | I "C, Felts, Conductor ....Lebanon,
M. V.”Gates, Doorkeeper -..Logan, Kans

Kans,

ALFALFA $6.50

John VeBetKY weemsmmmes--Timkin, Kansas

Sweet Clover $5.00 ,bags free,. Meier Peter . Mumm Selden, Kans.
Grain Co., Salina, Kansas, g F'EW?;',“‘,‘:‘“; “"'ﬁ'%’ﬁ“”“’ '&ansag
"] Car , Clark w.e----McPheérson, Kansas

TOBAOCO R, 'D. Samuelson.—a-.---~Olsburg, Kans.

DIRECTORS

GUARANTEED HOMESPUN TOBACCO
—Chewing,. 6 lbs., $1.00; 10, $1.75}
smoking, 10, $1.50; PIPE FREE. Pay
when Treceived. < UNITED FAF;MERS.

246 F. U. Insurance

Farmers Union Jobbing Assooiation
337 Board of Trade Bldg.,
Kansas 'City, Missouri
hldg.. Salina, Kans.

Bardwell, Kentucky.

set poor Southerners’ headd crazy.
Ten cents a pound for pork on the
hoof, 20 cents a pound for cotton
leaving the gins, beef and wheat like

Farmers Unlon Cooperative Produce Assn.

Farmers’, Unfon Live Stock Commigsion

Iive Stock Exchange Bl

339 Board of Trade Bldg., )
Kangas City, Missouri

406-8-10. Live Stock Exchg. Bldzs
Kansas City, Mo.
ds.. Wichita, Kan.

Wwise pouting at similar prices into
the great caldron of war. The cities

Farmers' Union Mutual #nsurance Co.
Salina, Kansas

filled all the industrial chimneys with

Farmers’ Unlon Auditing. Association
Thomas B. Dunn, Salina .

insufferable smoke; the
wore .out their tracks and their wheels
carrying their burdens of munitions

railroads | -

Farmers’ Unlon State Bank
: Huron Bldg.,
Kansas City, Kansas

at huge profit to the scene_of red
and devastating war. A third"time
the industrialists and the farmers
were prosperous together, farmers
driving Fords, business men Pack-
ards. Prosperity! e 5
‘Would it last? But the roar . of
war became more and move audible.
The President of the Republic came
slowly to see that a German victory
would work a change in the social
status of the modern world, not omit-
ting the United States. . He, like Lin-
coln, thought to make the world safe
for democracy, ,his opponents won-
dering  whether they would like a
democratic world, quite as Lincoln’s
opponents had  wondered. ' He led
the farmers into. the' war, millions
of the sons of farmers, along with
their fellows from ' the cities. The
price of wheat rose $1 a bushel;
cotton now sold for 30 cents a pound
and pigs at 15 cents -on  the hoof.
War was the bonanza of the farmer,
devastating war, the price ‘of land
mounting, the migrating Westerners

places the fighting ' Europeans could
not fill. It was revolution blessed
with amazing prosperity.
But the war came to an end. There
was again‘a day ‘of deceitful riches;
and then a collapse first of farmers,
next of business in ‘the cities. 'The
world outside struggled between war
and peace, the President, broken and
hated for his scheme. of peace that
was failing, departed, He gave place
'to another, to. a new regime:’ that

—4 city regime made up of the frag-'
ments of all nations, bent upon - a
policy of oblivion and isolation. It
was but another day ti]l Europe once|
more ceased to buy cotton'and wheat
and pigs;. the farmers were cast
down. from ‘their ' high  prosperity.
Cotton could not be sold; wheat fell
below the cost of production—  dire
distress.  From 1921 till the present
moment the experience of 1820, of
1866, repeated. itself.

farmer self-help that was ever regis-

ﬁ?_)l:li:sg gﬁgllf nteog ngeiﬁast%%?ggonig for organized labor would strike
Northérn cities to  fill the vacant when thie DO of bregd yore. UtEe

would save business if mnothing. else|

first to be organized still.

Mrs. Farrett was elected President
" %o succeed Mrs. Ross Williams, she

president, Mrs. Van Y, |
treasurer; Mrs. Ross Williams,
ganizer and lecturer.

doorkeeper, but we are sure

the good of the order.

Mrs. Gretten was also present at
this meeting and we are sure that
‘she enjoyed being with ‘the Liztown
as much as we did and we
thank them very much for the in-
- vitation and will be glad at any and
; and all
calls for assistance in any way that
for us to help. We
utufe for women's work
in the ranks of farm organization,
let’s all get our shoulders to the
wheel and the work will progress

Tadies

all: times to respond to any

it will be pogsible
gee a great

served as the President of the club
for two years, desires to be relieved.
Mrs. Frank Williams was elected vice
] Hester, secretary
or-
We cannot re-
call the names of the Conductor and
: the Aux-
iliary has chosen wisely and that
they will fall in line for anything for

cent' county meeting of the Nemaha
County Farmers Union and I must ad-
mit that I was somewhat disappoint-
‘ed when I saw but eight,or ten pres-
ent and about that time I was consid-
ering the drive”back home. However,
by that time our Dear. Brother Rob-
inson made his .appearance: and told
us that. there would be a better at-

sight dawned on me for I knew noth-
ing about a night meeting, so the few
present reorganized and I asked my
daughter as to how she felt to stay
for the evening session and when she
said that: she would just as leave
drive the 28 miles on a bright moon
and starry night, as to make the trip
under: the hot rays of the glorious
sun, your correspondent . was . then
content to stay and take what was
coming. = So about 3:830°p, m. M.
Francis made his appeatance and af-
ter a brief visit 4nd getting acquaint-
ed Mr. Francis got busy to put on the
evening ' program with his -

thing was in ship shape and by 8 p.

tendance in the evening. ' Then  the.

moving
picture machipe, and by 7:30. every

of the country as all the. thirteen
Southern States! S
Hundreds of thousands of farmers
and ‘children of farmers moved.into
the ~ thriving cities.  They' sought
places in the mills, on the railroads,
in ‘the great business houses, count-
ing the money. But in the cities, the
glare of electric lights blinding men’s
eyes, the vanities of politicians de-
ceiving their minds, the sons of farm-
ers met the incoming hordes of Eu-
rope, poor Europsan farmers com-
peting with poor American farmers
—all being led by the garish light of
a new. and marvelous revolution
which filled the world with cities and
filled the cities with hosts of strange
men talking strange languages, talk-
ing and " drinking—then ,orgapizing
and- fighting. : S
Workingmen’s unions, - high prices
for the better grades of labor; em-
ployers’ unigns setting higher prices
o manufactured goods, on the pro-
ducts’ of the farm; tradesmen’s
guilds that took from the farmers

much faster the coming year than it

(Continued on page 4)

their pigs and lambs, their fruit and
vegetables at prices of their own'

‘ CHILDREN'S ROMPERS, NOS. 3741

ND 3742
' We herewith present two very ‘at-
tractive designs in children’s rompers
completely made up and ready for ser-
lvice, The embroidery designs .are
_simple: and ‘can be completed in a
‘very. short time, These numbers’ arg
tape bound throughout and made of
~ heavy white fabric that will give real
s service, . Prices are as follows: -No,
%Y v

i

3741, $1.00; No. 3742, $1.25. We can

also supply these in a cheaper quality

on fine count white embroidery cloth
at 70 cents for either of the designs
shown. .

‘For 25 cents
you .our

sons with 70 illustrations

additional we will send
book, “The Art of Embroid-
ery,” consisting of ten complete les-
howing all
of the principal stitches in embroid-
ery.~—~Kansas Union Farmer, Salina,

making, sometimes sending to the
farmers demands for more money
with which to pay the freight on
what had been taken; marvelous
| cities and more marvelous statesmen,
those of Roosevelt’s and Bryan’s rest-
less day, :
Only Europe making ready for
another war and organized labor talk-
ing of a coming class struggle re-
lieved a little the strain of things
during the first decade of the twen-
tieth century. = The  great farmer’s
country was ceasing to be a farmer’s
country, hundreds of thousands. trek-
kgng again, their early possessions of
their. back, into the cold northwes-
tern’ stritches of Canada—the popu-
lations of the cities ever mounting
into the millions, that of the country
declining to less than half the total
of the country, Western farmers still
‘hating Southeer farmers. By that
process the politicians sustained them
selves and the exploitation went on.
The first of the great wars of the
young Republic 'started the process,

Would there be -another war?

2 1V, iy {
In 1914 the_-leader7 of the German
Empire precipitated .! Europe into a
war long prepared for, a war which,
like every preceding war, upset the
life and changed the destiny of farm-
ers on the wide plains of free Amer-
ica, It was not long till pigs sold

1812-15; the second and greater sec-|
tional war carried it further, 1861-65.

There was poverty wherever men
produced the foodstuffs of the coun-
try, fair prosperity elsewhere. = But
the fears of 1921, like those of 1866
and afterward, raised again the pro-
tecting ‘wall against European com-
petitors who 'would sell . European
goods at low prices and buy Amer-
ican farm products at rising prices.

tariff walls higher than ever: before.
That secured the prosperity of busi-
ness; it" doomed the farmer, for mo
prdtective tariff could help him, nor’
were rich, vacant lands anywhere."
~ Somehow society found a way; to
relieve the fears and distress of those
who' own mills, run railroads = and
operate the finances of the country.
The price of manufactured products
scarcely fell at all; the returnsg on
railway investments were stabilized
by official guarantee of 5% . per
cent; the banks lent money at fixed
and stable rates. Everybody received
help save those who needed it. States-
manship! ] ]
The ‘farmers sought legislation in
their behalf. They . failed. = The
farmers of ‘sufficient wealth and
alertness organized and undertook,
like. organized labor, to help them-
gelves, \Business turned upon.them
with ‘anger and fear; nothing was
quite so wicked as the Farmer-Labor
Party of the Dakotas or the effort of
La Follette and his kind to compel
national assistance. Some wen, like

den, thought they saw the injustice

The fear of cheap imports raised the |.

Charles G. Dawes and Frank O. Low-|.

Kansas Unlon Farmer
A Salina, Kansas.

Farmers’ Union Managerial Association

" Work '

*

We realize that your good-will cannot be gained by a single.
act or by an occasional unusual service; neither can it be
obtained by one man or a group of men, Therefore, our en-
tire organization is co-operating to the fullest extent in an . uik
eatnegt effort to merit your friendship and increased : O
patronage. : ! i

SHIP TO YOUR OWN FIRM

Farmers Union Live Stock’
Commission . .

A. M. Kinney, ¥ s sa8s, ; nsas

Jack Stevenz %:?:gteal.g(. H?{ra?rrl‘ua.::{ M&%; Stock Yards Ka c“y

Kansas, o ¢ U *
threatened with ruin if they spoke e

their protests. The year 1924 regis- 4—"'T

tered the . biggest - protest against

tered. ¢

markets controlled by the buyers; he|
sells his surplus of wheat and beef in
Europe at a price which competition
with Australia:and South America
fixes; all the vast funded debt of the
great war is collected in a few hands
in. Eastern cities, and ghe nations of
Europe owe the United States sums
three. times as large as the national
debt of 1866,\the evidence of these
debts being in: the safety vaults of
the great cities.
If farmer organizes to command
his. own prigces, the prices of what
he buys will be raised in proportion,

farmer suggests ‘that protection to
manufactures ‘be lowered for his
benefit, he is frightened with a threat
of economic panic. If - he  timidly
suggests that  European debts. be
lowered or canceled in the hope of

ninded of “repudiation,” as he was
in-1870. Then he goes once more to

sage of a law which was designed to
benefit him. The President vetoes
it. 3

Is' the American farmer to become
a peasant? ‘If the sons of -farmers
continue ‘to fill the vacuum of the
¢ities due -to restricted.immigration;
if the wealthier farmers and pros-

to buy great tracts of land and set
up industrial units of the farms, there
may be a new farm feudalism which
may secure a‘ reasonable return for
farm products. - That  would . mean
the slow disappearance of the mil-
lions of free, “independent” farmers,
such as Jefferson.imagined when the
Republic. was created, It would sure-

stupid of the country: working for
wages ortas tenants on the lands of
others; working and unable to. better
their . condition,  unambitious and
broken like their forebears in Europe.
If - the farmers become . peasants
the wide “foreign districts’” of = the
cities will hardly escape a similar lot.
Is that to be the outcome of “free
lands for all,”” of free speech and self-
government, of that fine program’ of
democracy which' for more than a
century has been held out to the un-
derdogs of Europe? = If history chas
any lessons for men it offers this
warning and remonstrance.
It is not a day for complacent big-
city politics. Is it peasantry ‘for the
farmers and feudalism in the world
of industry and business? Southern
men and Western leaders might well
take stock of their resources and seek
a new , deal
time:

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY
*“Mhereas (God in his Wisdom has seen
fit to remove from our midst, our brother
Geo.  J. Appleton, we' the members. of
Spring Glen Local No 1976, wish to ex-
tend to the imemlers of his family our
despest sympathy.  We feel deeply our
own logs of a  faithful member, a kind

neighbor and friend. : R
Committee 7y
Mrs. J. R. Cln‘lst_L &

M, W. Brennan¥

. C. Yi Knapp,

of it all. - They were hushed up;}

e \

MODERN .

: IVDRe,g_*ular Meals, Lu

Gy,

Kansas, Box 48,

-\

again at fabulous prices and cotton!

|
k)

North American Hotel
. OTTAWA, C

Farmers Union Convention Headquarters

EXCELLENT CAFE

‘Héve your mail sent here o
Send in your reqe‘rvatidn :
Meet your friends

KANSAS
FIREPROOF

hchég, Short Oiders il

And now the farmer sells in city |

Your Own Insurance
Company

home where it will be used to help

te build up strong f_immcial in-

Patronize

And keep your money at
you. Do not send it away
stitutions to: oppose you.

Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Co.
Salina, Kansas '

pm———h

better European markets, he is ve-|

Six Good Reasons Why-- || .
" Every Farmers Union Member should carry ljfe ilisurancé e
in HIS OWN COMPANY. 1

1.—1It offers all .standard form' policies: at actual cost.
2.~~Its funds are used to finance the farm operations of its members

Congress, where he procure‘s the pas-|

control its management.

3.1t is owned by the policyholders, who share in its ‘earnings and

.perous men from the cities continue

ly mean great numbers of the more ]

in the . politics of the

4.—It is a legal reserve, level premium ‘company, which means its
poliices are absolutely safe and that its premium rates can not
be increased. :

5.—It prides itself on rendering the best possible service, by i’naking ‘
prompt settlements in full and leaving its policyholders or their
beneficiaries completely ‘satisfied. il 4

6:—Tt. is supporting the whole Farmers Union: program and uniting
the members in 4 loyal, compact organization through their com-
munity. of interests.” Only by such eo-operative, harmonious ef-
fort can the farmers ever secure'justice or attain the position of
economic independence to which they are entitled. ‘

If you B’elieve in the aims of the Farmers Union and need more
: »life insurance, it will pay you- to write today to:

"~ FARMERS UNION MUTUAL LIFE
“INSURANCE CO.

Des Molnes; Towa.

“Farmer Life Insurance At Farmer Cost”,

: B ==
Supplies -
Application cards ... 20 for be’
Credential blanks ....... 10 for be
- Dimit. blanks ... 18- for .10
Ode cards e 12 for 20c
Constitutions’ wiesssmsessssmssssss 5E
Local ‘Sec'y’s Receipt Books 2bc
Secretary’s Minute Books ....50e

. +Farmers Union Buttons .......26¢c
Cash Must Accompany Order.

Farmers’ Union Song Leaf-
lets, per dozen ....wissnl0€
Business. Manuals, now used
instead of Ritual, each ......B¢
Farmers' Union Song Books
published by Jobbing Assn 20¢
Farmers’ Union Watch Fobs 50¢

This is Necessary to Save Expense
in Postage and Labor.
" 'WRITE C. E. Brasted, Box 51, Salina, Kluu.. .

' Now Is The Time To ocder |
. For Winter Use

; ‘Get our quotations before buiing if your order has not
e been placed. ;

Your interests and the cause of the Farmers Union will be
_the best served if you will do your trading through your
i own ORGANIZATION | i

. ‘'WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS
9F:;;r'mﬁers Union Jobbing Association '.

& 337 Board of Trade Building,
e - Kansas City, Missouri .
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THE FARM, PROBLEM STATED
~ (Continued from page 1)
lemma: If he produce too little, men

and women and children will be but

meagerly supplied with the necessities
of life; if he produce too much, the

surplus for the time may: break the

price he'receives for his product to a
‘point where it would ha
for him if he had let his fields lie fal-
low throughout the year. /

Those who tire of the farmer’s com-
plaint say that he must adjust his

production to the probable demand,
just as industry does. While no doubt
progress can be made through farmer
. organizations better to co-ordinate
supnly with demand, he cannot avoid

the occasional surplus.
TCorn and Cotton as Examples

To illustrate: In 1924, the corn cron
mounted to 2,300,000,000 bushels. The
following year, 1925, it was 2,900,000,-

000 bushels. And yet the 2,900,000,

000 bushels were worth less, accord-
ing to the government, by $300,000,-
000, than the smaller crop of the year
before. Suppose now that the farm-
ers, seeing that 2,300,000,000 bushels
were worth $300,000,000 more than
2,900,000,000 busheld, had attempted
to adjust their acreage to the more
profitable smaller crop. \They would
have cut it down 25 per cent. Did they
do this? Not at all. The reduced
their. acreage about one-half of one
- per cent, And it is fortunate for the

world that they pursued this course;
‘for, according to the government’s
last estimate, the yield in 1926 was
close’ to 275,000,000 bushels less than
the year before—an' amount less, than
the average for the five-year period,

and certainly no more than needed.

If they had effected the reduction
of 25 per cent, which some of our the-
oretical friends suggested, we would
have had a crop last year of about
2,000,000,000 bushels, or way below the
nation’s need. The result would have
been very high prices for corn and—
what is more .important to the con-
suger—a very burdensome increase in

the price of pork and beef products.

We have been producing cotton for,|
considerably more than ‘a hundred
years. We are told that in 1925 we
had the third largest crop of record.
As a result the price Meclined to a
point where it was not profitable to
‘produce it, if we would measure prof-
its by the standard employed in-every
other field of human activity. = And
yet at the close of that season there

/ was not.a sufficient carryover of cot-
! ton to keep the spindles of ‘the world

busy for four months.

Cotton continped on its downward
path. It rallied slightly upon ' the.
government, report of July 23,.a year
ago, showing a crop of = 15,368,000
bales for 1926, and reached the price
of 18 1-2 cents a pound. This ‘in all
conscience would seem to be sufficient

- punishment to. the cotton-growers of
the South fox daring to raise. 200,000

' ‘gh the world’s need. For,

during 1925, according to Hester, th.e
world took 15,165,000 bales of Ameri-
can . cotton. This surplus would feed

bales more th

the cotton spindles for about five
. days. Cotton-growers wWere, puzzled
gnd depressed by the heavy price they
. paid for these excess bales. = But the

end was not yet.

Subsequent government reports in-
creased the estimated yield by about
3,250,000 bales. “This added another

_ surplus which it would take about
two and a’ half months to consume.
Cotton went from 18 1-2 cents a

ound, as a result of this two-and-a-

alf-months’ increase in surplus. It
remained at about that price until
_ practically all cotton was out of the
‘ growers’ hands. Again the cotton-
" growers were penalized.: I have fig-
ured it out on the basis of cotton-ex-
change quotations. "This increase 1n
the yield of just enough of cotton to
supply the spindles of the ~world: for
eighty days cost the cotton farmers

of the South more than $300,000,000.

Yet we know at the time that if the
government’s larges estimate of yield
were realized, here would not be én-
ough American cotton at:the erd of
the seagon to supply the spindles of
the world for. a hal{-year. We knew,
too, that we could have no assurance
that the entire carryover at- the end
of the season would not become 8

vital need the next year. -

There is now no promise of an ex-
ceptional crop in 1927. The cause' 18
the same cause which always has been
the largest factor in determuu{\g
g:: :;zgear(i)gs aczlfy\wfet:g‘r?erfm%;;n:ggnt production of corn, It yields per acre
has been unkindly. In some “ections | more than double as much as any <f

: belt there has ‘been. t10 .
;)rfumec%?rigmiln others too much rain. fats more cheaply. than any other
Indeed, the situation is ‘so adverse
that the market price of cotton has
increased about $20 a bale. This adds
. @ value to the crop of last year of

* more ‘than $300,000,000. The ?dde(tlz
T, howeten” comes ste sbnes) ir “Tock anas shotid b one o

ds.
hfm What to do With a Surplus?

ing in gufficient foo

thus permitted to cr

laws, the time will come when there| "¢ " of us have thought we have
seen. an analogy between the  occas-
jonal surplus of staple farm crops and.

will be no su

thousands of years.
time we have not a
ficient surplus to'
a single year.

? i f these facts, the
Liihe et S an/ occasional

farmer. asks why, if

Ise, it should result in a loss to him,
gnstixe interest; therefore, of gociety as

' the farmer, We must ¢on-
e g 'ethod by’which the sur-

‘trive some me

vluses of the very essentials of life
"sklx‘;ll become a benefit to him who

. produces them and not a purgen.
The pro

. fayrmer cannot do it.

- plish this very end. }
2 ,s _ Co-Operative Marketing

Organization of the farmers for
the purpose of marketing their crops
collectively is progressing. I believe

_ that some day it will cover the en-
" tire field. Denmark has ‘shown how,
* ‘under the most adyerse circumstances,

{5

it can transform thé ngﬂéultur§ it a

Lthe United States or abroad, there you

ve been better

| this it was necessary to withhold a

rplus, and consumers
will face a food shortage. Mankind
has been producing “%}?dt 'flo‘;llsgl:g?: ‘the surplus credit resources of the

op-l banks before the adoption of the Fed-
eral Reserve System. The resources
of the banks as a whole were adequate

ccumulated a suf-
‘feed the world for

blem is how to attain this
object. It is clear that the individual wefre deficient. It sougﬁxt to do in
: ? reference to time with the occasionzal

ers of any farm commodity were com-| cyrpluses of the farm.
pletely organized, they might accom- -%‘ederal Farm Board Proposed
We have therefore suggested a
Federal Farm Board. We have pro-
posed that such board should be vest-| proguct. By so doing it was able to
ed with power of inquiring into cer-| maintain a fair price for the remain-
tain facts. Those facts are: Is there|der of the crop. The non-members,
a temporary surplus, or. ‘a surplus|however, received the full price for
above domestic requirements, of some )

1f ‘the produc-

people.  Wherever co-operative mar-
keting is farthest advanced, either in

find agriculture in its best estate; vio-
lent fluctuations in the markets elim-
inated; better prices to the producers,
without an increase in cost and some-
times with an actual decrease to the
consumer;  an ‘approach to standardi-
zation of product; a more intelligent
effort to adjust production to prob-
able demand; a finer and more satis-
fying .community life.

1t is doubtful, however, if the co-
operatives of the staple farm pro-
ducts are ever sufficiently organized
to take care of this ever-present
problem of surplus unless some way
be found by which the cost' of hand-
ling the surplus is borne equally by
all producers of the particular com-
modity.

f the producers of any farm pro-
duct are only partly organized and
attempt to take care of the surplus,
the producers of that commodity who
are nmot members_of the co-operative.
receive full benefit of the improved
price without bearing any burden in-
cident to the surplus. To illustrate:
The tobacco co-operatives were
very successful for a number of
years. When farm prices broke in
1920, the tobacco growers were
among the severest sufferers.  To-
baceco, was selling ‘far below cost of
production. And then co-operative
marketing associations were ' formerl,
Th}‘ough~their largely increased: bar-
gaining power these associations were
able to sell the bulk of their crop at
1emunerative prices, To accomplish

surplus temporarily from the market.
That entailed a necessary expense.
THe®non-memper, therefore, was able
to avail himself of the bettér prices
which the association, had—established
without' bearing any part of the bur-
den of handling the surplus.  And
thus, though the members of the co-
_operat"lve’s received much large returns
than if they had not organized, the
non-members profited even more. '
1t is ‘difficult to maintain the mor-
ale of an organizatiod when' outsid-
ers receive the benefits in a larger
measure than do the members them-
selves.  For this reason some of the
tobacco co-operatives recently have
found themselves in great difficulty.
Cotton and Corn: Sick Kings
Let us consider our cotton for a mo-
ment. We produce on an average
about 60 per cent of all the cotton in
the world. The next largest progucer
is India, but India grows an inferior
quality used principally in the Orien-
tal trade. = Without American cotton
the mills of Europe would be idle and

ly survive. And yet we have permit-
ted the spinners of Europe largely to
necessity of life.

Qur newspapers inform us that the
spinners of England, acting in a com-

\

)

fact. 4

press the price below cost of
tion with a reasonable profit?
growers sufficiently organized as to|
be fairly regtr'esentative of all the
producers of

desire this assistance?

questions must be answered ‘“yes,” it
is then empowered to authorize the
co-operative to take control of the
surplus. - The only aid from the gov-
ernment should distribute, among all
the producers of the commodity, the
cost to the co-operative of handling
the surplus. ¢ f :
. 'Neither the government nor the gov-
ernment board would determine the
price. Nor would, even the co-opera-
tive itself “fix” the price in any other
sense than industry generally deter-
mines prices. It, like every other in-
dustry, would study all the conditions
affecting the particular commodity
and from time to time decide upon &
price which conditions would seem to
warrant.. It would simply enjoy the
advantages which come from organiz-
ed selling.

much discussed Surplus Control bill-—
would simply enable farm groups to
regulate the quantity of their pro-
duct available at any time in the-mar-
ket, or in any particular market. Or-
ly excess supplies—the surplus—
would be dealt with through the board.
The bulk of the product would move
witheut ,interference in its nprmal
market ‘channel.” But certain - costs
and losses would result from handling
the surpts if the benefits of a stab-
ilized and protected market were reai-
ized for the whole crop. The propos-
al I am suggesting would meet these
costs and losses, not from the treas-
ury, and not alone .from the co-oper-
ative associations, but by the produc-
ers of all of the commodity that moves
in trad® -

What Would Have Saved the Cotton

ed had been in operation last Yyear.
Again, we will take cotton as. an il-
lustration. . The cotton co-operatives,
thraugh their power of distributing|:
the cost of handling the surplus
among all the producers, whether
.members of the co-operative or mnot,
would have been in control of the sit-
uation. During ‘the summer, when it
was apparent vhat the crop would ‘be

with them. It is quite ‘conceivable

industrial chaos would come. Without
American cotton England could hayd-

determine the price for ' this prime

bination suggested and directed by
one of the foremost English econo-
mists, now are buying their cotton in
concert. It is reported that in. this
manner they purchased from the Am-
erican market while the price was st
its. low point, not only cotton to meet
their. 1927 requirements, but enough
to supply much of their ' needs for
1928.° This is merely another illustra-
tion of buying competition eliminat-
ed—of “surplus control,” but inh the
interest of the buyer, not the produc-

\ During a large part of the time in
the last half-century, cotton planters
have been able to hold on only, as we
are told, because of the unpaid labor
of women and children ‘in .the field.
And’ during all this time the English
government and the English spinners
have spent millions yearly to open up
new sources.of supply, with no appre-
ciable results. It ' is a stupendous
thing to produce considerably - more
than half of so essential a commodity
as cotton has come to be the industrial
world. It in itself should make a na-
tion unique among the nations of the
world. - One would suppose that such
an advantage would confer great pros-
perity upon the cotton farmers of the
nation. Such, ~however, is not the

We produce 70 per cent; of ‘the
world’s corn—and corn is the mosu
marvelous of all the cereals. There
is relatively a small proportion of the
earth’s surface suited to the economic

the other cereals. It produces animal

feed known; and we learned during
the war how essential animal fats are
in the diet. of mankind. Though it is
the newest of all the cereals it has al-
ready found a wide range of uses, and
no one can set.a limit to its possibie

the nation’s chief assets; yet ‘they are
now selling in the corn belt for but
1f there were not surpluses some little more than the cost of improve-
years, there would 1;; a delgc‘inemiy {(n ments. . -

t the world would be lack-
otherm, B0 o d and clothes.
The farmer must always plan to raise
more than just enough if the world is
to be fed and clothed. The mation
that holds this surplus is the richer
for having it. Ify hov:}e‘ver, stﬁc}é,?:&
' ‘ thrown on the marke
s e ittad ush the farmer

under the slow operation of economicC |y, "¢ tility of the soil itself.

In the South we say cotton is king;
in the Middle West it is corn we have
crowned. But these royalties are
buffeted abdut by the traders of the
world. They have beén made to yield
immense profit to everyone by those
who, produce them. And all the while
we have been marketing not alone
these great staples of the North and
SoutH, but also each yeart'a part of

hat product

, and do vhey
'If the board finds that all of thse

This principle—the basis of the

Planter? :
Suppose the program I have outlin-

somewhat large» than needed .for the
year’s consumption, they would hav
invited representatives of  the spin-
ners into a conference. They would

have discussed the question of price

that they might have agreed upon a
price of, say, sixteen cents—for the
spinners are not so much interested
in a very low price as they are in a
stable price. Having decided upon a

have made an estimate of how much

to have been: 8,000,000 bales.

ly accomplish this result.

would be guaranteed against loss.

in the program I have outlined?

certain .costs.

ploy them' where the credit resources|ons grown in California are grown by
the members of the co-operative. Last
year they produced more lemons than
‘the market could absorb, The manage-
ment found it necessary to take a
third of the .members’ crops and con-
vert that third into some form of by-

Ao the |

| Department of Practical Co-Operation
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. COMMISSION :
. Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 29,
STOCKERS AND FEEDERS
If you plan on buying stock cattle,
jigs or sheep, and will let us have a
line, you will then receive the most
complete Stocker & Feeder report
that leaves this market.
eréd and quotations are just vx-
t We: feel you will like
this dependable service.: Please write

us, ;

STEERS—Receipts: little’ heavier
than last week. Fat cattle records
again broken, yearling steers reaching
15.75. Bulk of good yearlings sold at
14.00 to 15.50, Fair to good 12.00 to
13.50. Heavy steers sold up to 15.25,
ones bringing 13.00
11.50 to 12.560. Win-
tered grassers shade higher, bulk of
best 12.00 to 12.75, fair to good 11.25
to 12.00. Straight grassers strong to|.
higher, good up to 10 cents, fair to
od 8.75 to 9.50, plain 7.75 to 8.25.
STOCKERS & FEEDERS—This
class fully steady. Bulk good white-
face stockers 9.50 to 10.60, fair to
good 9.00 to 9.50, plain 8.00 to 8.75.
Red stockers about 50 cents less. Best
feeders, fleshy,-11.25 to 12.00, fair to
good 9.50 to 10.50, plain.8.60 to 9.25.
Good demand for fleshy feeders show-

beginning the first of the year. The Meeting Notices that
e we are showing only those that are 100% for
be published will receive this service free ‘of
ing mnotice publia\hed can have space in this de-

We are changing the policy of this de
have appeared here to fore were 100% loc
1927. All 100% locals for 1927 that
charge. Locals that are not paid up
or One Cent per word per week. _

: KLIN LOCAL NO 1532,
Meefs the first Friday of each month.
. Mrs. Frank Topping, Sec.

'BLLSWORTH COUNZY
ADVANCE LOCAL NO. 1889¢p¢
Meets on the first Monday of each
month, ¥. ¥, Svoboda, Sec'y.
LIBERTY LOCAL NO. 9260¢°¢

Meets every first Iu‘nt #hird Monday of

TRIVOLI LOCAL 'No. 1001 °*¢e"
Meets the first Monday evening

1926. At this tim
ish their meeting noti
in full bat want

i ALLEN COUNTY

GOLDEN VALLEY LOCAL NO. 2157,
‘Meots the first and third Wednesday of
H. V. Adams, Sec, ;

LIBERTY LOCAL NO, 3148%%ee
. Mests the second and fourth Friday of
. the month. Ray Wilson, Sec,

SILVER LEAF LOCAL NO: 2158%***
Meets the 2nd and
of each month. Mrs. M. A. Fender, Sec.

DIAMOND. LOCAL NO. 2081%¢s#*
Meets the second and fourth Friday of
each month, Mrs: R. C. Parish, Sec.

ALLEN CENTER LOCAL NO. 2155
the first and third Tuesday of
each month. *rs. Jno. Page, Secy.

FAIRVIEW LOCAL NO; 2164****

Meets the first and third Wednesday
nights of each .
Stewart, Sec'y.

CHASE COUNTY
00D, VALLE

actly correct. " each month..

4th _Wednesday

/ ELLIS COUNTY
HAYS LOCAL NO.

bulk of the good
Meets the first B!

to 14.50, shortfed riday in each ‘'month,
alternating Pleasant Hill at 7:80 in the
evening with Hays Court House ~at

2:00 in the afternoon. Frank B. Pfelfer,

LOCAL NO. 606%%*®
first and third Monday of
\ each month.  Joseph L. Weber, Sec.
PLEASANT VALLEY LOCAL NO. 1804
Meets' the first and third Monday o
each month. Frank Reitmeyer, Sec'y.

v GREENWOOD COUNTY

NEAL LOCAL No. 1318°°¢¢ ;

__Meets the second and fourth Friday

“each month. J. C. Graves, Sec.

GOVE COUNTY

PARK LOCAL NO. 909%¢**

Meéeta the last Saturday of each month.

Jas, Hein, Sec'y.

o JEWELYL COUNTY.
PLEASANT ‘- VALLEY LOCAL

tret end third Wednesday
of each month.Wm. T. Flinn, Sec, .

JOHNSON COUNTY
NO. 1744 *°°°
riday evening of each,
fe K. DeVault, Sec'y.

LINN COUNTY

L NO. 2073%%**

t Wednesday night of
. each month. Roy EEmmOonNSs, Sec.

Y LOCAL NO.

Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month. L. K. Graham, Sec. ¢

i OHERORKEE COUNTY
NEUTRAL LOCAL NO. 2108°*°*

Meets the first Tuesday of each month.
C. A. Atkinson, Seoretary.:

OWSLHRY LOCAL
Meets first and
month. Joe Farner, Sec.

CLAY COUNT
MILE LOCAL NO.
Meets on . the

NO. 2004%***
third Thursday of each

YEARLINGS =& BULLS —Choice
heavy cows and heifers higher, best
fat cows up to 8.50. Grassers strongi,
at 6.75 to 7.25 for best, fair to good
5.50 to 6.25, cutters 5.00 to 5.25, can-
ners 4.50 to 4.76.

first  Tuesday of each
. 'W. Tomlinson, Secy.

COFFEY COUNTY
DE LOCAL NO, 2144884

Mixed yearlings :
d Wednesday of each

top 14.00,. bulk 12.00 tol.
fat heifers fully steady,
e fancy up to' 9 cents,
Whiteface stock heif-
0, reds 6 to T cents.

SHARON LOCAL
Meets the last F'
month, Mrs., Guss

Meets on the secon
month, Mrs. H..B. Lusk, Sec.

.. DOUGLAS COUNTY
CARGY LOCAL NO. 2136%%#* =
Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday
R. E. Tutcher, Sec.

13.560. Grass
7.50 to 8.25, som
SOLD BY US.
ers! 6.26 to 7.5

BUCKEYE LOCA

MARSHALL COUNTY ey

SUMMIT LOCAL NO, 850%¢e¢

Meeting second and fourth Wednesday,

_night each month, Nels Samuelson, Seds

. OTTAWA COUNTY

SAND CREEK LOCAL NO. 462%¢e¢

Meets the second and last
the month. Walter Lott, Scc?r i

GROVER LQOCAL NO. 108. y

Meets every other W
Anna Bremermt:ln. Qec.e FHeNRy - nlnk

RILEY COUNTY S

ROCK ISLAND. LOCAL NO. 1180%ese

Meeéts the first Tuesd i
month,  Geo. Trumrfv.a ys:‘;eglpz P

GRAND VIEW LOCAL NO. 1314%¢es.

Meets on ¥riday nighi
Esther Shorma?x’:, sge cf every two woeks,

RUSH COUNTY 4
NO. 8040000

SAND CREEK LOCAL
D : Meets the first and third Friday of

ea.ch“month. A. R. ‘Wilson, Sec,
SMITH OOUNTY

OAK CREEK NO, 1185%%s¢

Meets at Stuart on the sacon
day of each month. H, gfogghv‘vd:rl:

Sec'y.

-BTAFFORD COUNTY

UNION LOCAL NO. 2019%¢se

Meets the second
each month, J. Wa?%:g:hmgﬂgg by

TREGO COUNTY. n

VODA LOCAL NO. 742..

Meets the fourth = Frida |
month, Alfred Bensmeye:r::.-'rm

WABAUNSEE COUNTY

FREEMONT LOCAL NO. 2014%s%e

Meets the first and third Fri
month, A, W. Eisenmenger, dggm°t o
month, A. W, Esenmenger, . Sec.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

HERYNK LOCAL NO, 1427

Meets the first and thi ‘
each month. Henry \Edg!‘li, 'é‘::.ud.ay o

Whiteface stock cows
reds 5.00 to 6.0
" CALVES—Ki
week, top veals today
jum .weight and h
at 9 to 10 cents.

5.75 ' to . 6.25,
0. Bulls steady. ¢
1lers 50 higher for.the
1.00. Fat med-
edyy calves strong
Stock calves high-
oface steers 9.75  to
d 850 to 9.25, reds

facturer finds himself accumulating a
larger surplus. than he thinks prud-
ent, he can reduce his production as,
greatly as he may desire, with some-
a corresponding reduction
of operation of his plant.
The overhead

been in industrial products. = By this
method: the ycan carry burdensome
océasional surpluses without demor-
alization of the markets in the mean-
time. They can make the tariff ef-
fective just as industry does, by sell-
ing a relatively small surplus abroad
in the world’s markets, and maintain-
ing a domestic price-level for domes-

er, choice whit
10.25, fair to goo
8.25 to 8.75.

HOGS—Mar

Not so the farmer.
charges of the farmer are the main|
items in cost of production and they
do not materially change from . year
whatever  his
He furnish
part his own

ket ‘slow. to 10 lower
140s to. 170s 10.00
1805 to 240s 10.90 to 11.30,
2505 to 350s 10.25 to 10.9.
pigs 9.6 to 10.50. ‘Packing sows 9.00
to 9.75, Stags 8 to 9 cents.
SHEEP AND LAMBS—Lambs 25
Choice Utah
bulk Colorados
Top natives

The organization which I have sug-
gested: will, . of course, incur - some

Particularly in crops like
f which we have an export-
able surplus and upon which import
duties are levied. How shall this ‘ex-
There are but two
d out in all the discus-
sion of the subject to which we have
listened now for several years, One
way is to take the money from the
treasury, and the other is to
y itself thus bene-

es for the most
His taxes remain
His interest charges are
His equipment does not
ary. Therefore, when prices
he' must increase his acre-
crops in order to meet
though he knows

to 35, lower

petise be ‘bo

Utahs around 13.50.
ways- pointe

12.50. Range ewes 5.75.
We hope to hear from you soon as
the markets. are -so good.
know your plans.
thing we can to promo

UNION LIVE STOCK
COMMISSION

age of cash
his cash outlay, even
he is not receiving cost of prod
for a single unit of his product,
e farmer’s taxes and
bare necessaries of
life for himgelf and his family
outlay of $2,000,
he must push his acre-
to the limit, with
of securing ~the $2,000
between him and bank-
individual . he
The more des-
erefore, the financial situa-
er is, the more is he
inclined to maximum production un-
Mil he reaches the very end of his re-

price for middling cotton, they would

“We will do every-

cotton they probably would be called
te your inter-

upon to take off the market in order
to .maintain that. price. Suppose’ it

illustrate, if th
make the commodit interest and: the
fited bear the burden of the cost. The
quire a cash
prices are low,

age in cash

* I have discussed this very matter
with men familiar with the trade. No
one -thought it would be more - than
3,000,000 bales. It is-entirely prob-
able, many think, that the price could
have been stabilized by the purchase
of & very much less amount. There
are still others who tHink that the
mere power upon the part of the co-
operatives to do this without buying
a bale of cotton would in itself large-

Treasury bear/the loss, partakes too
much of the nature of a.‘dole” to
appeal either to the American
ers or to the American public.
ing sore millio
beneficiaries of a Tréasury
an expedient fraught with danger.

co-operative in disposing ‘of a third
of their own crop atia greatl
ed price. As a result ,outside dealers
campaign ~among the
duce them to withdraw
It - becomes

which stand
ruptey. ‘Acting as an

ns of our people the
cannot do otherwise.

undertook a
members to in
from the co-operative.
difficult to maintain an organization
under such circumstances.
Now, if all farm producers were
given the power of stabilizing the mar-
ket at or near.the cost of production,
in the way I have pointed out, this
atest of all obstacles to successful
‘co-operatiyve
would be removed, Nor is there any-
thing revolutionary in this, if it be
conceded that it is to the advantage
of society as a- whole to
prices of farm p
so long ago, in

tion of the farm
make the commodity bear the bur-
den of. cost, employs

equalization fee, much
more misunderstood.

ents. of that method say to the grow-
ers of all farm commodities:
“We propose: to
same plane of adva
industries enjoy..

ity enjoys a p
pose to give i
like .the manufactur
o market your surplus in|
kets below the American
-level, and: if you do, you must
loss just’as the manufac-
turers do when they sell abroad for
less than at home.’
“If you produce
as eotton or corn, o
more rearly enjoys a monopoly than
any other nation does of ‘any of the
chief products of the.soil, we pro-
confer upon you the :power
e a fair price for.your prod-
doing. this, it ' may be neces-
sary for you at  times to carry a
surplus from one year to another.
This will be expensive.
however, is incurred for all the grow-
ers of that particular commodity. And
we. expect those growers to meet the

the so-called
. Suppose, however, it had been nec- Tzi.lbuserd a0d
essary for the co-operatives to buy' s ot
and hold :3,000,000 bales. 'This wolud
represent an investment of about
$240,000,000. . The money needed for
this would be largely raised through
regular banking channels upon ware-
house certificates—at least " 75 per
cent. There might remain $60,000,-
000 needed, at the outside, to. carry
the surplus. If necessary the govern-
ment could safely lend this remaind-
er. Its security would  be perfect.
There would be the cotton thus pur-
chased, subject to the loanalready
made against it. The Farm Board
would, levy an equalization fee, which
would ‘be relatively small, sufficient
to insure the co-operative against any
loss ‘which it might incur * when it
came to sell this cotton. ' Thus both
the government and the co-operative

In. the next place, any abnormal |
increase in production would mean
the employment of new capital in ag-
Josiah -~ Stamp
w capital will be tempt-
fture only if the re-
rwards there are larger than the re-
wards in other industri
proposed- by..any
know, to change
to make the rewar
larger than.they are in other' fields.
Indeed, if the farmers should receive
no -more than the mere cost of pro-
duction they ‘would ‘be m
off than they are to-day.
tainly would be
est return upon
ed—a much smaller
dustry genera
therefore, wou

put you upon the
ntage which other
1f your commod-
rotective tariff, we pro-
t the benefit of it, but
er, at times

points out, ne
ed ‘into agricu

democratic Ametica,
thought ' revolutionary
liberty of the
the liberty of

f foreign mar
when it,was
and subversive of the
individual to: establis
the individual to’ establish common
schools and distribute the cost among
all within the particular. area, wheth-
‘er they availed themselves of - the
school or not.
“Radical” Ideas Sometimes Are Good
We are all familiar with the prin-
improvement: dis-

a commodity sqch
f which America satisfied with
‘their capital employ-
return than in-
Ily .enjoys.
ciple upon which , would not be diverted from
trli’cts gf one kind and another e other activities to agriculture in that
There is, we will: suppose, a swamp
in the community. Some of the pro-
farmers of that community
uld ‘minister to health
and to agriculture of the swamp were
drained. . Others are willing to endure
the malaria ‘which the swamp ‘breeds
and the unceitain crops
These latter may form a very
" Ave they permitted
bvious improvement?
A majority, or what-
the laws may require,
and if a case
tablished. The
district, which is for the
, is distributed among
ey wanted the improve:

A leading financial joural of New
York, Commerce and- Finance, stated
at that time that if the South could
hold ‘and . finance  the . surplus, it
“might easily mean a difference of 6
or 7 cents. a pound in the average
price of middling cotton for the sea-
son.Y’ Is there any simpler method
by which this could be achieved than

‘And then the argument proves too
much. - If it be true tHat the farmer
will overproduce si
is getting for his pro
duction with 'some profit,
that the farmer. mus

That expense mply becaunse he

believe ' it wo o ikt nt oo
t always sell his
less than the cost of pro-
This cannot be so unless
'we ‘are to revise completely our eco-

Muqt‘ be Solveci

duce some perishable
atoes or lemons, and
particularly - fruitful
year there is a surplus which other-
Wwise would depress the price to a
ost of production, 'we
gsible fur ycu

“If you 'pro
s product, as  pot
large . minority.

to defeat. this :o becausa”of &
By no means,
ever proportion
petition the authorities,
is made a district is es

Where Co-operative Selling May Fail
I have used cotton as an illystration
of what it seems would have happen-
‘ed if the principles of the legislation
I have been ‘discussing had been en-
acted into law. There is no reason
why these principles could not be
made to apply to all farm products.
In some cases it may be more diffi-
cult than in others. The chief  ob-
stacle to more rapid organization of
‘the farmers in the case of all commod-
ities. at present is the same—namely,
that in the efforts of the co-operatives
to stabilize the price level they incur

The Farmer's Problem
It may be that there is a better
solution of the problem than the one
1 have suggested. . I am not insist-
ny particular remedy.
at there is a farm prob-
lem of the gravest importance, and
that a solution must be found if we
would preserve our civilization. There
are many earnest men who believe
there is no solution.
them with increasing freque
say that there has
flict' between rura
ization; that in th
civilization always has
that there is no reason w
be‘anexception to the general r
that a deca
has marked th
cline of a nation,
helpless in the gr
law of the rise an

point below ¢
are going to make it possi
to take the surplus, manufactur
into some byproduct and maintain a
living price upon' the gr
'your output.
be sold at a loss,

benefit, of  all only say th

all whether th
ment or not.

The proposal is ra
because it goes to the root of the
That -is exactly ‘what the
word radical means. But was not
the Interstate Commerce Law thought
radical when first proposed?
the same opposition, from substant-
ially the same sourc
relief legislation has to-day. A
who would be found anywhere to ad-
vocate its repeal?
the forces which were most active in
now give it full credit for
which the rail-
y. The Federal

eater part of
-product will
and that loss must
be borne by the growers of that par-
ticular commodity and not paid for
out of the Federal Treasury.
“Whatever you produ
we,propose to give you,
centralized selling agenc

dical, in a sense,
I come across

ce, however,
through the
y which you
shall have created, the
o have the same voice in de-
e of your products
n. this mod-

been always a con-
1 and urban civil-
is conflict rural
gone  downj;
hy we should

The dairy farmers,  to illustrate,
must take the seasonal surplus while
pasturage is lush 4and convert it into
| butter or cheese, which sells for less
than the whole milk. This surplus is
necessary. . For, if there were no sur-
plus during the months of rich pasture
there would not be enough of milk
products during the remainder of the
year. The co-operatives find that by
] removing this seasonal surplus a bet-
for the business of the country as a|ter price obtaing . throughout . the
WhOIeih Itt frequentl¥ J'Aappeged, how- ’
¢ cver, that an unusual demand at some
surplus is a_good thing for every one| .. iicular place exceeded  the re-|operative organization more than the

sources of that community, while in|members. They recejve the\
other sections there were ample cred- :

es, which farm-
termining the pric
which other industries i
ern world have 'come
1t is argued, however, that if a pro-
tion such as I have
carried = out, there
Iy increased produc-

plus so large as to|
nageable. Is

ying agricult
e first stage in the
‘and . that we .are
£ this relentless
d fall of nations.
1 cannot follow them in their des-
pair of finding some power somewhere
which will arrest this decay, I have
in the capacity of society
1f."  Our civilization, has
been marked by an increasing contrel
of man over the forces .of nature,
So in the new era we shall learn how
to make instifutions respond to needs

Indeed, some. of

gram of stabiliza
suggested were
would be great
tion, with a sur
become altogether unma
there any basis for this fear?
argument of those w
something like this:,
now. producing
produces: more
ently needs.:
he were no
prices he would p

the great prosperity
roads at present enjo
Reserve Act was ,
the same sense = that this proposed
farm-relief legislation is radical.
meant the revolution of ‘the entire
seructure and processes of currency
and-credit. Some of the same forces
which now applaud it
ficent legislation. oppo
was before Congress, as ra
‘| revolutionary. '
 Meeting the
‘There must be substituted
ized selling agencies for eac
al farm products, if
griculture .into its proper. re-
h the niodern industrial and
world.. In this way farm- |
too, can' follow their products
arly all the way to

year, The improved price, however,

benefits the non-members of the co- ho think so runs

“The farmer is to, save ltae

mproved
¢ ] price for all their product, while the
‘it resources in excess of their need.| members alone bear the loss on that
The Federal Reserve System was de-| part which’ goes into by-products.
signed, among ~other things, ‘to mo-| . The recent experience of the lemon-
bilize the credit resources of those|growers of California is in  point.
. banks which had a surplus and to em-| More than 90 per cent of all the lem-

as most bene- than the world pres-
sed it when it P

w receiving  profitable
roduce vastly more,
demoralization

WABAUNSEE COUNTY
Just a few lines to let you know we
ion meetings in Wabaun-
The Wabaunsee County
nion met in regular ses-
sion on Saturday, Sept. 24th, and went
over the routine of business.

President Ross Palenske, wh ‘ ;
through some of the west-| . Benjamin Franklin said: - “Empty
made an’ ;ntergstmg and - :

zarding his trip..
l“gn record as favor-
ic of Pottawat-

Producfion Not Likely
ms to me, two .v1t-
line. of reasoning.

‘There are, it see still have Un
al defects in this -
In the first place, ‘th eargume
in: agriculture, as
atisfactory prices always
all the way or ne result in reduced production.
the consumer, just as industry ! 3
this way" farmers
)} determining
hich they are to receive.

'only, a small percent-
‘production is in
By far the larger

instructive talk »
The Union went o

‘age of the cost of
the 9th annual p

the prices W overhead charges.

The matter of holding the picn!..

ir} this county ‘was discussed but t
biggest is to find a park that will a}:
commodate the crowd. By motion this

subject was laid on the table until

the December meeting. Joe Rich
was elected delegate to the statenrl::g
ing with Jesse Southard as alternate.

The following report was submitted

by Frank McClelland and was adopte
ed. We, the members of the Wab:lflf-
'8ee County Farmers Union resolve
that the contract for graveling the

road from Maple Hill to the Kaw riv-
er bridge north of town, a distance of
about three miles, has been let to par-
ties outside the district. and that the
materials: for the surfacing of the
road is being shipped into Maple Hill
over the Rock Island at the cost of :
about 95 cents per yard. We believe
that there is an abundance of gravel
suitable for road building and of a
p:éter %uflgty -thatrﬁ that which is be=
ing used lying within a mile of Ma
Hill that could be delivered on 1]:%:
road for.less than twice' the freight
on the present material. We regret
that our county commissioners gave
no opportunity for local men to bid
on this work as many of the farmers
in this community would have been ,
ready to supply team work at a reas

‘onable rate and are of “the opinion
.that better work could be done at less

cost to.the taxpayers by wusing '
material at:‘halfd.y £ * ‘the
We feel that our taxes have become
excessively burdensome and while we
admip that the road was a disgrace
to a ' eivilized community, we are yet
strongly of the opinion that greater
care should "have been taken to get
the best material at the lowest ratq
which we believe has not been done.

I| This county h i St
the situation so as v has an inexhaustible sup-
ds in agriculture

ply. of road building material whica
we suggest be used before going out«
side .the county. ¥ D
Therefore, we tonsider the action of
the county_vcommissioners calls = fox .

criticism,
, Joe Richmond, Co. Sec.

NEMAHA CO. IS HEARD FROM

: (Continued from page 3) -

m, the hall was filled with 80 or 90

farmers with their wives, daughters

and the boys and a few of the city of

Centralia. © Your correspondent soon -
learned that Mr. Francis was a very,

interesting man to listen . to. Mr.

Francis talked largely on the general

program. of the Farmers Union and

the great need of adherence to its

principle,  but. especially : to that of

co-operative marketing of the agris
cultural ‘products, after which @ Mr,

Francis showed. ﬁ the most efficient

way by picture she workings of the |
various activities = of Co-operative

Marketing of the agricultural pro-

ducts throughout the Umited States,

not only the Kansas City, Mo., Farm-

I| ¢rs Union Produce House but also the

Wheat Growers of Kansas, the Fruit
Growers of the Pacific . Coast, the
Cotton Growers in the south, the To-
bacco Growers, the . Farmers Union
Live Stock commission firms and the
Co-operative Dairies as well ‘as  the .
Wool Growers and the chicken grow- *
er. As a whole this was the most
efficient program  representing ' the
principal of the F. E. & C. U, that
has ever been the pleasure of your
correspondent to - attend; I learned |
from the county secretary ‘that .ke
had the promise of Mr. Francis that
he would-put on this program and by
a special effort better at the annual
meeting at Seneca, Kan. some time in
December of this year, and I must
say that it will be a great treat and
I only hope that I will be able to be
there. Mr. Francis is a good entertain-
er, he held his crowd well to the fin-
ish at 10:30 p. m. ' Lo

I took my way home, but wow—1{
within five miles of home my Lizzie
put out her lights:and I was in dis~ -
tress. Then thy daughter said, “Why,
papa,.didn't I tell you:that I liked the
starry lights?”  And we got home .
all right and ready for another trip,
for no amount_of smoke screen from
our enemy can stop the progress of .
co-operation.: ¢ il

3 * “Yours truly; )
.+ Joel Strahm,

- Nemaha Co.: Correspondent.

thy purse into thy head and no man :
can steal it from thee.” - In . other
words, the trained man or. woman.

factor consists of wages and raw ma-

1l be largely eliiminat- omie and Wabaunsee Counties in

their entire crop, though that rice

farm product? Does this surplus de-|was maintained by: the action o  the

cultural products as it has té‘rfali.‘ilv When, therefore, the 1928,

himself and others which does not
need a safety vault for safe keeping.

% : 2 &% ul

possesses a capacity for seryice to - -




