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Elect Patton President |
of Nat'l. Farmers Union

Colorado F. U. President Is Elevated, James G. Patton, to
Succeed John Vesecky; Program Emphasizes Organiza-
tional and Cooperative Business Development

T

James G. Patton, Colorado, was elected president of the
National Farmers Educational and Cooperative Union of
America at the 36th annual convention of the organization,

held in the Shirley-Savoy Hotel in Denver on November 18, |

19 and 20, 1940. He succeeds John Vesecky, Salina, Kan.,
who has been national president for three years. W
The complete program adopted by the Convention 18
rinted on page 4. The program supports that o fthe organi-
zation the last year in legislation, and adds new emphasis for

development of the Farmers Union in educational and or- ‘

ganizational activity, and through Cooperatives. .
Mr. Patton is president of the Colox:ado Farmers Union,
and is an important leader in the extensive Colorado cooper-

ative insurance set-up. In the vice presgi_ency, H. G. Keeney,
president of the Nebraska Farmers Union was succeeded by

H. D. Rolph, president of the Montana Farmers Union.

Only five nominations were%

made for the five places on the
board of directors, and elec-
tion of these came by accla-
mation. Three of them—Tom
Cheek; Oklahoma ; M. F. Dick-
inson, Arkansas; and Geo. A.
Nelson, Wisconsin—were re-
elected to succeed themselves.
The new directors are H. C.
Hansen, Nebraska; and Ole
Olson, North Dakota. Glen
Talbott, North Dakota, did
not run; and Mr. Patton has
been the fifth director.

The 1940 Convention was: dis-
tinguished by the conference plan
of program. The convention’ people
divided . into ‘four groups—educa-
tion, - corganization, cooperation,
and legislation. Kach delegate and
member ‘in registering indicated
the group to which he, or she
wished to be assigned. These four,
groups ‘met separately Monday
and . Tuesday afternoons, each to
consider its own subject.

Conference Plan Pleases

Each group. discussed’ the pro-
posals.and suggestions made to it
" by the members of the group. The
recommendations and proposals on
which each group - agreed were
then turned over to the co-ordinat-
ing committee, consisting of Glad-
ys Talbott Edwards, North Dakota,
chairman of the education group;
James G. Patton, chairman of/ the
organization. group; H. E. Witham,
Kansas, chairman .of the cooper-
ation group; and Tom Cheek, chair-
man of thelegislation group, with
Glen Talbott, North -Dakota,. as
.general chairman, :

This:  co-ordinating

committee

\ 4 ; brought’ the recommendations and
v proposals ‘together,

edited ' them,
and  presented them ‘to the con-
vention Wednesday afternoon, to
form ‘the 1941 program ‘of the or-
ganization. The content of @ each
conference report was rather gen-
erally known even before the read-
ing to the convention as a whole,
.for members of the different

. ‘groups were numerous enough and
had time enough for: individual
discussion between. sessions. Be-
cause ‘of this; the adoption of the
program. by the convention went
ahead without delay -and very lit-
tle debate on Wednesday after-
noon. 7 3

Is Youthful and Aggressive

The new president, .Mr. Patton,
was selected on the avowed reason-
ing that a more youthful, aggres-
sive, (militant: leader: ‘was needed.
Mr. Patton was supported by those
who favor going along fully with
the present federal farm programs
and their administrators, and by
those most ardently in favor of
close - affiliation with labor or®
ganizations in legislative action.

Mr. Vesecky has gone along with
the federal farm programs and
has a social philosophy close. to
that ‘of Mr. Patton, but as L. S.
. Herron, editoir of the  Nebraska

.~Union - Farmer  described it, was
' supported for re-election “by those
who. fear loss of  freedom and in-
dependence by farmers and their
cooperatives from too much gov=
ernmental .interference -and order=
ing, and by those who objected to
the method by which Mr. Vesecky
was being shelved.” g ;

The balloting on president re-
sulted in 60 votes for Mr. Patton
and 30 votes for Mr. Vesecky. A
motion by the latter to make Mr.
Patton’s election unanimous  was
adopted by a voice vote, The bal-
loting by states was not disclosed,
but nominating and seconding
speeches gave some indication of
the line=up. :

Mr. ‘Patton ‘was mnominated by
Z. H, Lawton  of Oklahoma, and
his: nomination was' seconded by
delegates from North Dakota and
Colorado, Mr. Vesecky was nomin-
ated by C. M. Yocum, St. Marys,
delegate from Kansas, and his nom-
ination was seconded b M. R. Mil-
ler, delegate from Missouri,  and
also by delegates from Ohio, Cali-

. fornia, and Nebraska.

- Voting power at the national
convention is secured by member-
ship in the home State Union, one
-‘vote for every thousand members
or: major fraction thereof; plus
eight additional votes from the’
board of directors and officers.
There were 92 accredited votes; 90
(t)lotes were shown in the presiden-

The yvoting power of the states
was as follows: ArKansas, 2 votes;
Alabama, 1; California, 1; Colorado,
5; Iowa, 2; Kansas, 4; Louisiana, 1;
Missouri, 1; Michigan, 1; Montana,
6; Nebraska, 11; North Dakota, 14;
Qhio 1;. Oklahoma, 21; Oregon, 2;
Pennsylvania, ]1; South Dakota,

© 5; 'Washington, Idaho, 1; and Wis-

‘ consin 4. The three national offi-
cers and each director is entitled
to a vote. 7 :

.. Other states from . which 1940
dues were received, .but which
“were not represented by delegates
In the conyention were Arizona,

{as out- of an orange,

Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Min-
nesota, Mississippi,  New. Jersey,
New  York, North Carolina, and
Texas.

‘ Warning By Vesecky

John Vesecky warned the con-
vention against letting the Farm-
ers Union become politically mind-
ed in his talk, after giving his pre-
pared presidential report to  the
secretary.. y

“Most farm organizations which
have fallen by the wayside have
been ruined by domination of some
political. group which - used . the
united farmers for its own bene-
fit,” he said. “We must guard
against any attempt to make this
organization a political - football.
‘We must stay united to attain our
own ends, If we do not, the wolves

will ‘get us and we will fall just|

as many other similar: organiza-
tions have fallen.

“A great danger that hesets all
farm organizations is:that of hav-
ing somebody- grab it for political
purposes,” he continued. “We must
keep our organization from  fall-

‘ing into the' hands of those who

should squeeze the juice out of it,
and then
throw it away like' the rind. We
must keep -our organization from
becoming a political football.
“We must always have legisla-
tion to keep the rules fair. In the
first meeting of the Agricultural
Council, consisting of representa-

‘tives of farm - organizations and of

handlers and processors of farm
products, an attempt was made to
pass a proposal for self-regula-
tion in business. This would have
meant that old-line business could
make rules to put the cooperatives
out of business. I succeeded in get-
ting--support  from other .farmer
representatives to “kill the pro-
posal.” - - :

‘Mr.: Vesecky praised the work of
M. W. Thatcher, St. Paul, Minn.,,
as chairman  of the legislative
committee of the National Union,
but explained, ‘“but because  of
war conditions we did not accom-
plish what we set out to:do.”

Incentive to Membership

The reaction of the Kansas del-
egation to. the convention -after
observing  the. swing of ‘offi¢ial
set-up and program making was
simply. that Kansas - must. have
more ‘power :in -membership-to
have greater influence: in -its own
national organization as well as.in
the national government. The clea-
vage by states as.they voted on
the presidential ballot. was not
considered strong.

H. G. Keeney, Nebraska, report-
ed as viée president. “When we
leave here it is not so important
what - we have adopted as the
spirit that is in our souls,” he
said. “The strength of our organi-
zation is in the men. and women
out on:the farms. who believe in
our: program, :

“The danger to this country: is
from within more than from with-
out,” he ' added. “Unemployment
is one of those dangers. Too often
we do not go to the root of the
problem. Disparity in prices is the
reason for farm foreclosures. Mak-
ing loans to tenants to buy farms
will not reduce tenancy if we do
not ‘cure -this disparity. We must
go on into processing. There is the
new frontier; and the way to end
dispority.” Rl

Mrs. Gladys Talbott Edwards, in
reporting as- director of education,
said *“youth is a stage of life, not
a career, and we do not want to
make it a career. We do not want
a separate organization  for our
youth, We 'do not: want them to
build themselves apart from the
rest of the organization. We went
to keep the Farmers Union a fam-
ily organization, with' men, wo-
men, and children all together, as
in the home.

Is Family Organization

We. have 'not neglected - adult
education in our - attention ' to
youth,” she ‘continued. *“We must
recognize that we must get back
to youth,” she continued, “We
must recognize that we must get
back to the things of the spirit, or
fail .in material = things. Dictator-
ships give their youth something
to die for. We must give them
something to live for.”

Geo. A. Nelson, Wisconsin, in
reporting as chairman of the Na-
tional board, made one of the best

liked ‘talks of the convention. He|

told no funny stories, but in Will
Rogers fashion discovered humor
more closely in his surroundings.

“I. think we are having the best
convention this year we have ever
had,” he said. “One man who has
been in the Union 26 years says
we are closer to unity than ever
hefore.” Mr.. Nelson commented
that his memory was not so good,
but he found this an advantage in
his condition, that what he learned

‘in the past did not handicap him

fro mthe.future. :
He praised the members of th
national board. He compared them
to a five-horse team, and said
the  directors perhaps: were not
8]l gaited at the same pace and
(Continued on Next Page)

 WINNER AT AMERICAN ROYAL

Pictured ‘above are 15 head of

Baby Beeves, bred, fed and shown  in ‘the 1940
American Royal by Tom I, Mudd and his sons, Bern-
ard and Paul. This load took second place in the

Baby Beef Production Class.

Tom I. Mudd of Gorham; Kansas, a good member

of the Kansas Farmers Union, has

showing prize winning loads of fed baby beeves and
yearlings in the American Royal. This year was no
exception for his load of choice baby beevse placed
second «in their class. However, at the sale these
cattle sold higher than any others in their class.

In addition to ‘'the load, Mr. Mudd and his sons,

Bernard and.Paul, fed and show
steers which were entered in th

Paul’s name. Two of these steers placed 5th and 6th
in their class and the group of three placed T7th.

choice Herefoi‘d

formed a habit of | know their job.

All of this is

ved  three prime
e -open class  in

him ‘in. the sale.

and his sons with a rather small herd of cows
western Kansas wheat country. :

Mr Mudd’s cattle are always shown through the
Farmers Union Live Stock Commission' Companyon
the Kansas City market 'and during the year when
he has other cattle to sell his own firm represents

It is easy to announce such ‘a performance but
it is really a job to make these calves ready for the
show. It requires a real knowledge of handling and
feeding to get cattle in condition to stand the: test
of competition one meets at the Royal. However,
after watching the boys take care of their cattle dur-
ing Royal week it is easy to understand that they

Mr. Mudd received further honors. during 1940
as he was adjudged “Champion Beef Producer’ in
the state of Kansas for the year 1939.

being ‘accomplished by Mr. Mudd
in

20 ATTEND FROM KANSAS

Denver Trip to National Conven-
tion Taken by Strong Delegation

Kansans
National F. U. Convention in Den-
ver included the state delegate, C.
M. Yocum, St. Marys; the officers,
E. K. Dean, P. J. Nash, and Rex
Troutman; four of the five diree-
tors, Bert Harmon, Ellsworth;
George ' Reinhart, . Parsons; Reu-
ben: E. Peterson, McPherson; and
Ray Henry, Stafford. W. E, Roesch,
Quinter; was suffering from a bad
cold and was unable to:attend.

H. E. Witham; T. C. -Belden,
both of Kansas City, Homer Ter-
pening, WaKeeney, and A. T. Ri-
ley, Salina, were representatives
there from the Farmers Union
Jobhing - Association.

David - Train, president of the
McPherson. county Farmers. Un-
ion and secretary of the state Far-
mers Union Managerial Associa-
tion, represented-his county or-
ganization. Julius Gibson, Jr. coun-
ty «vice president, of McPherson,
was sent by Scandia Local.

The two Kansas torchhearers
were: Bernard Schafer, McPherson;
and Orvyille -Rawson, Marquette.
Two other juniors, Ida Mae Carl-
son of the No. 8 'Local at Mar-
quette, and Velva Higgason, Quin-
ter, attended the convention.

Finally, there: were Esther Ek-

‘blad, . state director of education;

and John Vesecky, the retiring
president of the National Farmers
Union.

SAVINGS AT ST. JOE

Paul Steele. Reports On Business
: of Last 11 Months

No news of - the St.. Joe Farmers
Union - Live ' ‘Stock = Commission
Company was in the last issue of
the Kansas Union . Farmer. The
reason ‘is .explained by a letter
from Paul Steele, manager: of the
association. - “We were ' too ' busy

‘to tell you about what was:going|

on.” His letter continues:

“Our profit for the first eleven
months of 1940 is $17,971.78, which
is: equivalent to a patronage sav-
ings -for refund purposes of 32.78
per cent. So far this year we have
handled’ 3,295 cars, of all species,
both bought and sold. We are hav-
ing one of the best years tfiat we
have had in a long time and we
believe it highly to the advantage
of ~our members - and readers to
ship to us here at St. Joseph.

“At the close of ‘business %n No-
vember 30, our outstanding' loans
in the Farmers Union  Credit As-
sociation total $192,030.01. This is
an increase in loans from the same
period in 1939 of $66,805.90. No
loans are past due. The: profit. from
loans at the close of eleven
months’ operation. is $1,011.59.

“In the serum jobbing account,
our gross sales now totak $3,505.31
and the net profit to date is $746.
This"-is ' equivalent to a ‘patronage
savings for. refund purposes of
21.48 per. cent.

“Our profits for the first eleven
months of .‘;940 can, therefore; be
distributed as follows: -

Profit. from' operation

'of commission business $17,971.78

Operating ‘profits from
loans,

Profits from sale serum.,

Total profits to Novem
ber 30, 1940 all -acti
vities .,.... . -$19,730.36

“We do not know what the
month of December holds in store
for us, but we‘are satisfied it will
show a profit.

“Our annual board meeting will
be held January 17 and 18, 1941,
at which time the patronage’ divi-
dends for the year 1940 will be
declared by the directors. There is
one sway -in . which you can: share
in the distribution of these prof-
its and that is this—pay your 1940
dues in a farm organization whose

ontract we hold and ship to us—

e do the rest.”

746.99

P — 1
__ON THE MAINE—LAND °
ORONO, . Me., (#)—The earliest

record of crops grown by Euro-

peans in Maine¢soil is that of the

.gardens planted on. St. Croix: Is-

land and grain seeded on the
neighboring mainland by French
colonists under Sieur DeMonts in
1604. After a disastrous winter
the colony was abandoned in the
spring of 1603, -

in -attendance at the.

Instead of trying: to finish .
out cattle for market, a new
type of project stresses low
cost feeding, and the ‘youth
raises ‘the animals to sell as
feeders. The project in Texas
is very similar to the one be-
ing decveloped in McPherson
county . by ‘the McPherson
county Farmers Union juniors
in cooperation with the Farm-
ers Union Live Stock Commis-
sion  Company, Wichita. The
following - article is:from  the
Amarilla Daily News.

Carson County youths last week
inaugurated a new plan for feed-
ing beef cattle that may prove a
pattern for club boys’ projects in
the Panhandle area..

Instead of, trying to finish. out
cattle far market, the Carson Four=
H and FFA boys are purchasing
commercial steer calves, will stress
weight gains on low cost feeding,
and then next fall will sell the
animals- as feeders. : :

It's a plan that the boys and
their leaders have had in the back
of theipr heads for some time and
that they are now launching after
careful charting and considerable
ground-work.

». A boys club committee compos-
ed of Ray Calliham of Conway.
Marshall King and Carroll Purvz
ines of Panhandle have been scout-
ing the entire Southwest for some
time, and after inspecting’ many
herds, located some in the Hondo
Valley of New Mexico.

60 Calves Purchased

They were- not looking for out-
standing show:. cattle but a good
grade of commercial calves that
showed promise of putting on good
gains in weight. )

Fourteen" of the youths purch-
ased approximately.60 head of the
calves. Some of the boys paid for
their: animals at ‘delivery while
others bought theirs with loans
obtained through Carson County
banks. ;

Averaging 375 pounds in weight,
each boy assumed his proportion-
ate share of the:shrink’when the
calves were received at the Min-
or Simms farm, east of Panhandle.

There for a day the Four-H and
FFA ‘lads turned ranchers as part
of their education’ in handling
commercial " cattle.  The ' animals
‘were re-vaccinated, given shots of
pine tar, cottonseed. oil and cloro-
form' for ear ticks and branded on
the jaw with the Carson youths
own distinctive brand, an open C.

The boys are to grow and de-
velop these calves, putting pounds
on them as do many of the cattle-
men of this area. The animals will
be run on grass, wheat pasture,
sudan and stalk fields, and will
be fed only what supplementary
rough"ages and concentrates neces-
;;*ary in order to keep them gain-
ng. :

Prizes for Weight Gains
_Each: boy will have. the respon-

sibility - of using his own judg-
ment in feeding and as to when
he will dispose of his calves, but it
is hoped that most of the calves
will be 'regrouped .into two car-
loads next fall and sold. as feed-
ers.

At that time a calf show will be
held with cash awards, given on
‘the'basis of pounds: gained, rath-
er than on the show condition of
the animals. = :

‘There is to be nothing fancy
about the Carson feeding program,
backers of the plan declare, It's
on a commercial basis and design-
ed to allow a sufficient margin of
profit to offset risks of cattle.
feeding. s
e Chance for Profit

“We did not try to buy out-
standing show cattle, but just a
good grade of commercial calves,
and I believe the boys have more
chances of a sure profit and of
learning a sound method of cat-
tle handling in this territory than
under any pldn I have seen used
previously,” says County Agent
Frank Ford, under whom the 4-
H Club boys are working: FFA
boys at White Deer are working
under H. M. Howell, vocational ag-

[Farm Youth Feed Cattle
for Profit, Not Prizes

they’ offered . the

ptcu_lturev_teacher.' while members{countyy - -

of the Panhandle FFA chapter are
under. the leadership of J. P.
Smith. ’ Y

Besides the county club com-
mittee, other Carson County men
who are’ helping in the project
are Charles Lemons, J. H. O'Neal,
Mr. Simms and others.

Four-H and FFA boys who are
feeding out calves under the new
pla nare Donald 'Hill, Raymond
Hill, Earl Burum, Ruel Robinson,
Harold Welsh, Esteene Ketchum,
Robert -Russ, Dellis Russ, Charles
Kirkwood, W. D. Stalls, Romen
Homen, Jack Powell,- Melvin ‘Wal-
Ker and ‘Bobby . McGregor.

Following is a special column
in the Amarilla Daily News writ-
ten by Raymond Holbrook,

There’s a new project under-
way that will bear. watching by
club - and vocational -agricultural
boys and their dads,
and teachefs. :

It's ‘the commercial feeding plan
that. 14 Carson County -youths this

‘year - are - inaugurating. With . 60

head of steer calves, they plan®to
feed these animals on pasture ,feed
stubble, using concentrates only
when necessary. They are shooting
for show ribbons but they are for

puitting on. the most, pounds with |*

the least cost. The calves won’t be
sold as_finished beef but.as feed-
er.calves.

There’s ' nothing
new ‘in “the idea
commercial
lines have been the backbone of
the cattle industry in this part
of  the - country for decades. How-
ever; it is new for club and FFA
boys, ‘who up to now have ‘placed
emphasis on finishirg out one or
two calves, usually lot fed with a
big expense bill' for high-priced
feeds. :

For some time, many have felt
that: such finished feeding is not
particularly practical in this area,

particularly
itself—in fact

-especially in the non-irrigated ar-

eas. where ‘there is usually more
pasture -available than grain feeds.
And many a club boy has had to
depend on: show premiums :and
fancy prices paid by civic organi-
zations for the calf itself in order
to show a profit on his project.
Several years ago, the  Plain-
view Fat Stock Show tried to put
the boys livestpck feeding. opera-
tions on a more practical basis by
doing away. with ‘the customary
auction and ‘the. premium . prices
and replacing it wiht a. trip to
Kansas City where the boys. saw

 their cattle and sheep sold ‘on the

open market for their true value
and ' at. the: same  time enabling
them to get a closeup view of the
nation’s livestock marketing sys-
tem.

The  Carson County plan goes
even further. Many there are un-
convinced that the agriculture of
this immediate area . has advanc-
ed to the point that it can finish
out cattle as do the corn states
of Iowa and Illinois.: They believe
that it's still a commercial cattle
country, running ' cattle on .the
range and then selling them for
feeder calves to be shipped East

to ‘finish, By following a program'

which they believe best adapted
to their own country, the Carson
County® Club and FFA leaders—
Agricultural Agent Frank Ford
and Vocational Agriculture Tea-
chers J. P. Smith and H. M. How-
ell—declare that the boys will be
facing less risk in their feeding
operations and will be able to real-
i more profit on less capital out-
ay. ;

An incidental but nevertheless
important feature of the Carson
County program is the smooth and
friendly cooperation. between the

‘county agent and' vocational. tea-

chers, o

While in most counties .that
same fine spirit is shown, there
have.  been occasionally outecrdp-
ping of jealousy and hard feelings
resulting from a fear' that one
“was horning in” on the qther’s
field and knocking the other’s pro-
gram ‘as being inferior to the one
youth of ‘the

county agents’

feeding ' along those |’

|Managers and Directors

to Managerial Meetings

President Nash Announces Two Week Schedule—Local Co-

operative Leaders Should Select and Attend Closest
Meeting in Their Territory

EIGHT MEETINGS ON SCHEDULE

No Speeches—Program Will Consist of Open Discussion to

Develop Improved Efficiency and Methods in
Cooperative Business Procedure

By P. J. Nash

Sometimes nothing seems

to cause more detours on the

| highway of life than the meeting with an obvious fact.

. The co-operative system of marketing and distri.bp.tion
in our national économy is an obvious fact. Some efficiency
must be and will be built into this system bridging it into our
life’s highway. A great many people have progressed this
far, and meeting this fact but here the detours begin.

Some would build from the
sort of a cable structure and

top down—throw across some
construct a foundation later.

Some would suspend the system from air-castles. Some would
build the system as a whole and some would build units. Some
favor building temporarily, some permanently. Some would
build slowly and solidly—pay as they go. Others declare an
emergency exists and would build with all haste, using every
credit facility available. Perhaps some would tear down and
destroy a little of whatever/should be built. j

Surely more efficiency/will be built into the co-operative
system democratically by the producers and consumers. Kan-
sas seems to be the logical place in the nation to make a start
toward correcting some ' of 'these detours democratically.
Therefore, space is being granted in the Kansas Union Farm-
er to issue an invitation to the co-operative engineers of Kan-
sas to attend the most convenient of eight District meetings
to be held in December throughout the state. .

By co-operative engineers is meant directors and man-
agers of co-operative stores, oil-stations, elevators, creamer-

ies, livestock, associations, etc. \

PRESIDENT E. K. DEAN WILL ATTEND

The Farmers Union Managerial Asscoiation in co-operation with
the Farmers Union Jobbing Association and the Kansas State Extension

Service of Kansas State College 1s

sponsoring  these . meetings. . The

sincere hope is to bring about education and understanding, an active
and participating membership, a pattern for future.development and

expansion and other tools necessary

for efficient mass production of the

co-operative movement. However regardless of the sincerity of the
above named groups, nothing worthwhile can be accomplished without

the individual
this program.

-assistance and cooperation of the engineers in shaping

Open discussion will be conducted in-all the meetings. A manager
from each district will act as chairman of the meetings. Tom Hall will
represent the Jobbing ‘Association and Warren Mather will be in at-

tendance for the Extention: Service

of Kansas State College.

The Kansas Farmers Union-has pledged a more active support. to

the Kansas Co-operatives thsi-year

and the newly elected President E.

K. Dean, has accepted an invitation to attend. all the district meetings.
Schedule, place and program of district meetings:

Tuesday, Dec. 10—Menlo, ‘Kan.
Wednesday, Dec. 11—Stockton, Kan]
Thursday, Dec. 12—Green, Kan.
Friday, Dec. 13—Winfield, Kan,

" Program: Open Discussion.

Tuesday; Dec. 17—Salina, Kan.
Wednesday, Dec. 18—Robinson, Kan
Thursday, Dec. 19—Richmond, Kan
Friday, Dec. 20—St. Marys,.Kan.-

10:00 a. m.—Meeting called to -order. '
Suggested question for discussion:

1.
business organization? >
2.

Can a local farmers’ business

What are the advantages of membership to a local cooperative

organization :  use ' cooperative

principles without. doing a major part of its business with members?

Why?
. 3.

4.

i If membership is desirable in a local farmers’ business
zation, how can it effectively be built and. maintained? d
How can the local cooperative and the Farmers Union work

organi-

together on'a cooperative educational program?

5. What will be the effects of

ditions-on cooperative organizations?

4:00: p. m.—Meeting adjourned.
All directors and managers of
to attend,

Farmers

P. J.  Nash, '‘President.

probable changes in economic con-

cooperative associations are urged

Union Managerial Association

Actually both. the Four-H. and
Future - Farmers ' of  America are
invaluable - to .the - agricultural
training . of the country’s -youth.
Each has its own: specialties and
though their . general subject - is
the . same, ‘they each have their
own field. If there were only Four-
H Clubs in the county, many a boy
who is now being reached by FFA
clubs wauld ‘be left out in the cold.
Likewise, if there were only FHA
chapters, many. a boy now receiv-
ing valuable’aid in.4-H work would
be unable to participate. :

When queried if: he and ‘the vo-
cational agricultural - teacher co-
operated, one Plains county agent
declared “sure we do. I know some
places the two don’t get along so
well ‘but instead of helping them-
selves they-are just defeating their
‘own purposes. There’s no reason
for any rivalry in -our  county.
There’s plenty of work for both of
us to do and lots left over, too.”

Proof  that ' cooperation pays
comes in the fact that in almost
every instance, the most outstand-
ing Four-H clubs and FFA chap-
ters are from .counties where the
county agents and FFA teachers
are ‘working for a’ common objec-
tive ‘and not personal glory.
TWO McPHERSON MEETINGS
Juniors Have Banquet; County Re-

elects Officers and Muys. Olson

McPherson county has had two
splendid Farmers Union meetings
the last week, first the second an-
nual banquet by the Farmers Un-
ion county juniors; second ,the
annual meeting of the  McPherson
county Farmers Union.

Mrs. Charlie  Olson, McPherson,
was re-elected county Junior Lead-
er at| the latter meeting, and Mrs.
Floyd  Rawson, Marquette, assist-
ant county Junior Leader. It was
voted | to appropriate $30 to the
county junior work for the com-
ing year. i

David Train, Lindsborg, Julius
Gibson, Jr.,, and Homer Spence,
McPherson, were all re-elected to
their offices of county president,
vice president:and secretary res-
pectively. . | : ; ;

i+ County Monthly Meeting

The county organization ' will
have monthly ~meetings through
the year 1941, it was voted, the
county ' organization :to  visit' the’
Farmers Union Locals in alphabet-
ieal ‘order. : Ealt

The Farmers Union Junior ban-
quet, held in the McPherson Com-
munity building November 29, was
planned under Mrs. Olson, and was.
indeed a success. Attendance was

approximately 125. The toast mas-
vxtex':’ was Kenneth, Frantz, a junior

now attending : Bethany -college.
There were two featured speakers,
H. E. Witham, general manager of
the Farmers Union Jobbing ‘Asso-
ciation, Kansas City; and Rex
Lear, state manager of the Farm-
ers. Union Life Insurance com=-
pany. S

Miss Gloy. Belton, Lincolnville,
gave . an - entertaining’ reading;
Keith Peterson played some of his
ever-popular accordian: selections.
The two  Kansas . torchbearers. to
the National convention, . Orville
Rawson ~and Bernard  -Schafer,
made 'their reports. :

John. P. Fengel, former presi-
dent of the Kansas Farmers Un-
ion, and Mrs. Fengel were guests
at the banquet, = Mr, Fengel gave a
brief speech, encouraging the jun-
iors in ‘their organizational acti-
vity, and emphasizing the impor-
tance of holding a straight course
to. their goals. ;

John Vesecky, former National
Farmers Union president, was al-
so a special guest at the banquet.

After the program, folk games
were played, lead by Esther Ex-
blad, state director of junior edu-
cation. ; ’ :

New FSA Appointment

Cal ‘A. Ward, regional director
of the Farm Security Administra-
tion in Nebraska, Kansas, North
and South Dakota, has announced
the appointment of L. A. White,
Nebraska FSA director, as assis-
tant regional director in 'charge
of resettlement actiivties in the
four states.

White succeeds Raub Snyder,
who has been transferred from the
FSA Region 7 office in Lincoln,
Nebraska, to Washington, D. C.,
where he will be assistant direc-

tor of rural rehabilitation for the|

national Farm Security Adminis-
tration. g

Ward announced simultaneously
the appointment of L. R. Leonard
of Lincoln, the FSA’s farm debt
adjustment specialist for Nebras-
ka, as the new state director.

'WRONG PLACE DIVISION

FAYETTEVILLE, N, C. (#)—
Fayetteville police are well pleas-
ed with the cooperation . drunks
have accorded them of late, 'One
unsteady fellow dropped in for a

chat, another staggered in fo de-|.
‘mand satisfactionn for

a traffic
ticket and another pulled wearily
to a stop in front of headquarters
and ordered an officer to take
his bags for he 'was “tired and
needed a hot bath and lots of
sleep it

Pres. Dean Into
Heavy Schedule
~Organization

Pottawatomie Tonight; Ells-
worth, Friday; Clay,
December 12

Ernest K. Dean, president of the
Kansas Farmers Union, .reached
Salina early Monday morning, De-
cember 2, just in advance of his
furniture. That evening he ate
tended the annual meeting of the
McPherson county Farmers Union,
McPherson,
An hour or two in the State Of=
fice Tuesday morning, and then
Mr. Dean ‘was on the road to Beat-
tie where = the all-day Marshall
county Farmers, Union meeting
was scheduled. A .
The Pottawatomie county Fare
mers Union meeting at Osoburg,
Thursday, 1 p. m., was his next en=
‘gagement, permitting some time
for him to renew acquaintances
throughout this territory. The
Ellsworth county Farmers Union
will meet Friday evening, Ells-
worth; and Mr. Dean is scheduled
to speak. Headquarters Local }vill
have a meeting Saturday evening,
and: Mr. Dean plans to attend.
The new state president plans
to attend .every. one of the dgs-
trict - Farmers  Union Managerial
Meetings: -Menlo, Stockton, Grgen,
Winfield, Salina, Robinson, Rich=
mond and St. Marys. :
The Clay County Farmers Union
annual meeting will be held in the
City Hall, Clay Center, Thursday
evening, December 12, and Mr.
Dean will attend the Managerial
district meeting that day at Green,
and drive over to Clay Center to
the county imeeting that evening.
Study Organized Campaign
There are a number of other en-
gagements -that are tentatively on
the schedule, but it is the general
plan: of President Dean to attend
the many December meetings. of
Farmers - Union. organizations, con=
fer with .loyal members through-
out the state, and by the first of
the year have a definite organiza-
tional program to present to the
local territories. There will like-
ly be a number of conferences in
Salina the latter part .of the month
that a strong and practical pro-
gram may be mapped out. :
Interested leaders are asked. to
study carefully the report of the
Organization -committee, a section
of the National Farmers Union
program printed  on page four" of
this issue. The Kansas schedule of
"action will likely follow many of
the suggestions brought out.in the
National = Convention - conferences
on organization, education and co-
_operation. i i A
Mr. Dean ig firmly of the opin-
ion that Kansas farm people’ are
ready for renewed interest in the
Farmers. Union organization. He
believes a “forceful. and ‘resultful
organizational drive needs be care-
fully planned and -should be car-
ried - with good  cooperation from
local Farmers. Union members.
To Make -Planned Schedule
He plans to develop the organi-
zaticnal work by conference with .
local and -district. and state lead-
ers, first; then intensive work in
each territory.
Economy . will be practiced: in
scheduling - speaking engagements,
“and; local people are asked to con=

‘| sider substitute datings in cases

where much mileage and time can

be. saved b avoiding great skips

across the state to attend scatter=-
ed Farmers Union meetings. Care= .
ful and sincere efforts will be made. .
to gain the-. acquaintance of as.
many -Farmers Union people ' as
possible, and to attend as many of
their meetings. : :

TO ST. PAUL MEETINGS

Esther Ekblad Will Leave Friday
for ‘Nat'l Council Meet

Miss Esther Ekblad, director of
the: state junior department, plans
to leave Friday for St. Paul, Minn.,
to atten a meeting of the Nation=
al Far: ¢*® Union Junior Council,
called by the national leader, Mrs.
Gladys T. Edwards. She will at-
tend some of the annual meetings
being held by the northwest ter=
minal agencies there at that time’
also. She expected to return into
Kansas December’ 10. ;

Miss” Ekblad planned 'to meet
with the Four Mile and Lincoln
Locals in Clay county, December
3 and 4. :

On. Honor Roll in Insurance

Honor agents of the Farmers
Union Mutual Insurance Company
in November were P. H. Heidecker,
Paola; E. L. Bliss, = Bloomington;
Harry Heim; Easton; John Slings«"
by, Clay Center; and Frank Mec=
Lean, Concordia.. The territories .
suffering the highest . insurance -
losses ‘covered' by the company
were those of Harold Fagan, Cen=
terville; J. E. Romick, Maple Hill;
and J. C, Graves, Eureka.

MOTORO MYSTERY
CUMBERLAND, Md, (®—
Charles M. Fisher, blacksmith at

giet evening of it until dots and
dashes sounded  from .an ' electric -
motor in the forge shop. T

Troubleshooters explained the
mystery: ~ The motor. somehow
was picking up orders sent.by a
Baltimore & Ohio railroad telee
graph dispatcher. Sk

DENMARK LABOR CAMPS

COPENHAGEN (#) — ‘Denmark
has decided to spend eight million
kroners for the erection of labor
camps for young people. i

Any youth in pursuit of gainful :
occupation who has been without

will be sent to such a labor camp.
He will be fed,
Some wood-burning: locomotives
are still in operation in Florida. .

The great Salt lake is 30

mileg
wide and 70 miles long, SR
o

”?

Savage River dam, was having a |

employment for 100 days or more '

c¢lothed and =
housed,. and - given pocket money,

Kol YA
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The Open Discussion: Meeting

Every. person who can possibly
get away from his duties at home
“should attend one of ‘the district
-meetings of the Farmers Union
Managerial Association, December
10 to December 20. There are eight
meetings and they have been well
‘distributed throughout ‘the state
go that no Kansan could make dis-
tance an important reasonfor non-
attendance. 3

On the other hand, there are
various good reasons for- the at<
tendance of those interestéd in the
development - of - cooperative ‘busi-
mess activity. The manager will
not: only ‘meet and ‘- become ac-
quainted . with. cooperative mana-
gers of mneighboring communities,
but by the conference or-counsel
method can lay mutual problems
before ‘multiplied. minds and ar-
rive at a solution, understanding
of ‘the prohlem'’s ‘complexity, or
perhaps discover simply a prob-
lem-child that he will enjoy  nurs=

ing so that jdentifying character-

istics can. be analyzed by ‘another
year.

The cooperative director : will
find that open discussion is a
splendid method of ‘education into
his own. local cooperative  busi-
ness. He will find new. viewpoints,
time and again, that will give new
understanding - to new ‘and old sit-
uations upon which he must. pass
‘judgment; and on which he must
give guidance to -his fellow coop-
erative- members -as well as their
hired man, the manager.

Members and prospective ‘mem-

bers . of cooperatives will likewise |-

find the - discussions instructive.
The great majority of cooperators
agree to that principle of :‘con-
tinued expansion” by cooperatjves,
and frank discussion among friends
of  the movement should deter-
mine’ whether the signal should
be “go slow” or “all clear.”. The
judgment of the member class is
especially ‘important in considera-
tion of the addition of new: ‘“lines”
by the farmers’ association, or the
‘organization of a new cooperative
set-up. )
. The important attraction to these
Managerial ‘Meetings, ‘to-the minds
of many, will be that they aYte not
,too well planned,. that-the discus-
sions are not given a marked path
before they start. There is'a gen-
eral question to get. conversation
started, and interesting scenic
ideas are more desired than dus-
ty. detours—but - the meetings are
planned to be for the farm coop-
erative—the farmer, the director
and the manager. They should be
supported—by aftendance.

Double-Barreled Problems
The observation of the proper
- Thanksgiving' day is not the only
' .complication offered this season
to the student of government and
national - policy. And these other
subjects perhaps have more per-
manent importance than the one of
when to eat turkey, if you can
get it. : | ;
Our nation was built on a deep-
rooted philosophy that our - peo=
ple should have freedom of speech,
. of the right to assemble, freedom
in religion, and freedom. of the
- press. , These rights are not: de-
pendent one on the other; but are
popularly regarded: with equal
status. Infringement on the one
_.might be:expected to be followed
by infringement on another. '
Again, it often agreed by those
who discuss the subject, that Dem-
ocratic . Government , faces = its
greatest enemy within itself. An
outsidé philosophy could not com-
bat -the forces of Democracy, for
when people under a:democratic
. government unite to fight, their
strength and spirit are unbeatable.
Only 'when such a people are dis-
heartened, divided in loyalty and
have hecome partisan along any
argumentative line, then does the

~_strength of democracy tend to dis-

appear. S ) :
. For instance, the American peo-
ple proudly hold to the}r_rlght of

religious freedom. Certainly it was
unkind fate that brought this right
of religious freedom to be on the
opposite side of the fence from
American : patriotism. For: the
United tSates citizen is proud of
his citizenship in the greatest na-
tion in the world, -and gladly and
proudly  shows his loyalty be it
army service, or whatever field
he might be called.

But there arises a religious sect,
called by the noncommittal title of
“Jehovah’'s =~ Witnesses,” ‘@ whose
members refuse to salute the Am-
erican flag. The reason for the re-
fusal is explained as on- religious
grounds. Children of the sect have
been turned away from _ public
schools, for local - ‘schoo 1 board
members. have gone far only in a

‘few ' generations . in -developing ‘a

broadmindedness in religion. An
official. court ruling or two sup-
ported ‘the members. of -the school
hoard; thén a supreme court rul-
ing vetoed the decision and placed
chief importatice on the civil right
of religious freedom.

What a nation to permit a civil
right to take preeminence over the
simplest . patriotic gesture! Mem-
bers - of ‘the religious sect have
been turned forcibly from .the lim-
its of country towns, but the high-
est law of the land gives the. sect
its legal blessing.

So - the letter of the law is up-
held, - despite the misunderstand-
ing of those who see their country
undermined by ‘the strict enforce-
ment of its ‘most sacred princi-
ples.

Farmers Union people, especial-
ly in. Kansas, are somewhat con-
fused by the issue developed by
consideration - before  Congress of

the Logan Walter Bill. Passage of),

this bill would make it possible for
an appeal to be taken from the de-
cision of - the various " executive
boards and administrations set up
in recent years by the govern-
ment. These boards and commis-
sions often have extensive powers,
and persons and companies have
had no: appeal after a decision . in
their case has'been reached.

The National  Farmers Union
legislative committee, headed by
M. W. ‘Thatcher, St. Paul have
feught the Walter-Logan bill on
grounds that if legal technicalities
should allow many important ac-
tions of the mentioned commis-
sions - and administrations to.  be
thrown into court, and injunctions
and such be permitted, the entire
New Deal program would be jep-
ardized, if not voided in many in-
stances.

_AllL. Congressmen from . Kansas
support. the Walter Liogan: bill on
grounds ' that it:is ‘democratic in
principle "and’'  non-Democratic
party in practice.: {

Such ' complications for a fair
judgment . by ' American citizens
seem to come more and more fre-
quent. Complications are no.long-
er existent after their solution
perhaps, for nothing appears very
complicated after a correct analy-
sis has been completed, It is un-
fortunate that our leadership do
not see eye to eye on such com-
plicated  legislation and law,

Co-op Size and Expansion
‘Telephone, railroad, : and . elec-
tricity and water supply compan-
ies are generally agreed to rate a
Separate category from other bus-
iness interests, and are called util-
ities, ‘public - utilities = 'if public
owned. Certainly it would bé ab-
surd to have two telephone com-
panies supported by} one commun-
ity. ‘Everyone would either have
to be a subseriber to both lines, to
secure good service and contact
with his neighbors, or there would
need be ‘coordination at the top
wherein a subscriber to one line

‘might be connected with subsecrib-

er to the other through agreement
by the managements of the two
companies, >
Basically, however, the existence
of two such companies would be
uneconomical; in fact, most extra-

| satisfaction, although a.member-

:40 cents per bushel. We have been

forced up .some 30 cents per bush-

vagant. The theory that competi-
tion is the life of trade breaks
down if such competition necessi-
tates too much duplication and in-
efficiency. ! :

It is like reasoning that deter-
mines the multiplication of coop=
erative business associations. Few
are the cooperative organizations
that would not welcome a bigger
volume of business, a new increase
in the number of patrons and
members.. There is a limit to how
far size can efficiently and satis-
factorily develop, but it the excep=
tional cooperative today which is
bothered by its own bigness. The
efficiency  of  central management
seems to out-weigh the important
characteristic of the small coop=
erative in that its members and
its management, are close in un=
derstanding, loyalty and friend-
ship. :

But expansion into the efficien=
cy of modern big-business may de=
velop by reaching into depth as
well as bréadth. A compactly or-
ganized cooperative with a hun-
dred members within a small com-
munity can operate with profit and

ship of three hundred or more
does not necessarily spell success
if they are spread out over the
entire countryside.

There are just immediate two
ways to increase volume by a co-
operative: increased business by
more patronage of present mem-
bers, which means: that some of
the members have been giving
their trade partly elsewhere, or
perhaps the addition of a new line
by the cooperative; or secondly,
increased business by an increased
membership, and more members
closer -home are more desirable
than ‘those ‘distant and difficult to
serve satisfactorily. .

[

ed with care—and if you have an
efficient’ one show your apprecia-
tion of his efforts.—~N. D, Union
Farmer. ¢

ELECT PATTON
PRESIDENT OF NAT’L
' FRAMERS UNION

(Continued from Page One)
speed, but that as time went along,
they were working more and
more harmoniously. “It takes time
to get teamwork,” he said.

Mr. Nelson is not a great believ
er in tags, either in .merchandise
of which sometimes the tag fools

him, or in persons who have .be-

come reputedly radical or red.
Speaking of one so-called ‘“red,”
Mr, Nelson said he was only thank-
ful that the person was not ‘yel-
low.”

Would Cooperate With Labor

“Farmers are only 25 per cent
of the population now, Politiclans
want votes. They cannot carry
elections with 25 per cent of the
votes.. Labor has about 25 per
cent of the votes, so together we
have about 50 per cent. Why fight
the folks in the cities who labor?
They came from the farms. Why
try to pull them down? Instead
let us pull ourselves up to their
level. :
. Mr. Nelson was pleased with the
conference set-up ‘of the conven-
tion, but spoke of the difficulty of
dividing =~ the conférence  into
groups. “In our cooperative con-
ference we could not keep on co-
operation alone, but had to:dis-
cuss the necessity of organization
and education, They didn’t .do
much better in’'the other sections,
In one room they, got so far from
the subject that they elected . offi-
cers.” ;

The latter remark referring to a

There is yet another way to in-|caucus held to name the slate of

crease patronage, but results are
generally not so immediate. That
way is to increase the financial
ability ‘of the .cooperator, so that
he has more purchasing power and
more returns from ‘his__market-
ings, that greater individual vol-
ume by the member will increase
volume of his association.. This
way brings another relationship of
the * association  to .the 'Farmers
Union. - Its' importance cannot be
over-emphasized.

The Wheat Price

Recently we read an article by
a ‘market  commentator in ‘which
he stated wheat was selling in:our
markets for 30 cents per bushel
more ‘than it should be. The farm-
er at his local shipping point ‘was
getting around 70 cents per bush-
el, so according to this commenta-
for he should be- getting around

under the impression all the time
that the farmer was being short-
changed at 70 cents. and should
be getting about 30 cents per bu-
shel more or around $1.00 :

Why is there so much differ-
ence in' our - ideas of what the
price of wheat should be? Well,
first, the.market commentator was
looking at the market: from the
standpoint . of the private grain
firm that wants to handle a large
volume of husiness so as to ‘col-
lect. more  commissions.. As com-
missions. are collectéd at so much
per bushel it does not matter: to
himi so much what the price is,
providing he can move. the volume.
Well, ‘it -happens that because of
the government loan enabling far-
mers to storetheir wheat ‘instead
of being forced to place it,on the
market ‘that the price. has: been

el above the world. market level.
This ‘has made it impossible for
the grain. men to handle any ex-
port  business and to -otherwise
trade in wheat.as they would: like
so ‘as to ‘collect commissions..
Our reason - for believing the
wheat. price should be $1.00 or
more 1is based on, first, the gov-
ernment’s report  that a parity

price should be based on- prices |-

farmers have to pay for the. things.
they buy. This parity price is above
$1.00 per bushel. Second, we don’t
believe .a -~ farmer  can produce
wheat for less than $1.00 per bush-
el if he takes the average 10-year
yield -and figures .all the costs
such .as preparing the land, seed-
ing, cost of seed, harvesting, inter-
est .and. depreciation = on - .equip-
ment, interest on land investment,
loss of' land fertility, taxes and
something for the farmer’s- labor.

There* is a vast difference from
whose side of the fence you look
at this wheat price level. There 1is
the producer’s 8ide, the grain
handler’s -and . speculator’s side,
and the consumer’s side. The pro-
ducer and consumer will be able to
get together when. the grain prof-
iteer: and speculator -are replaced
by a cooperative system for distri-
bution.—M. R. Miller in The Coop-
erative Farmer. ; :

A Good Local Secretary

What are the qualifications of ‘a
good ‘local  secretary?

This is the time of year when
many locals are ‘electing officers,
and there is no more important
office in the Farmers Union than
the local secretary. A business-like
president and capable Junior lead-
er, .to be sure, are assets to th
progress of any local.’ o

A - dead secretary, however,
means a dead local, for the secre-
tary is the link between the local
and the state organizations = .

The secretary receives the. com-
munications from the state union.
If he—or perhaps more often, she
—sees that' the  instructions from |
the state office are carried out it
means another smooth functioning
unit in the organization—and it is
hundreds of such units functioning
together at one time and one way
that make the Farmers Union pow-
erful; .

The secretary remits the 'dues
and, reports changes in local offi~
cers promptly. If he is prompt, ac-
curate, and complete in his rec-
ords and reports, it means fewer
mistakes and less:clerical ;work: at
the state office. A misspelled name
or a middle initial left out may
mean - that some member is not’
getting his paper. 5 5

A good secretary, of course, re-
minds members of delinquent dues,
and. of course, is' ready to enroll
new members—though that is not
his job alone. A good secretary
sees that every eligible honorary
and junior member receives a card.
A good secretary infuses pep in
the whole local. . . e

A good local secretary does a,
lot of work for the Union, often
without much recognition. He is
the cog that makes the local and
state union both turn together. ;

- Local secretaries should be elect-

1y

National officers and
brought much and
laughter. .

directors
continuing

He stressed the need of organi-

zation. “Santa Claus isn't coming,”
he said frankly. “If we want things
to happen we have to make them
happén. Others may do things to
us; but not for: us. 5

“The pillar of this democracy is
the family owned home, and as
they step, so. goes Democraey.”

obert Handsghin, resident sec-
retary of the legislative commit-
tee of the National Farmers Un-
ion, stationed in ‘Washington, D.
C,, 'reported good progress, and
the need. of more Farmers Union
membership for greater legislative
influence, ‘‘The Farmers Union is
on: the map in Washington better
now than ever before,” he declar-
ed.

“But we have a long ways to go.
Many members of Congress do not
underdtand our program. We must
educate them. We want effective
support from the membership. for
our 1941 program.”

M. W. Thatcher, chairman of
the National ‘Farmers Union legis-
lative committee who has ‘done
much work in Washington, D. C,
as representative of the organiza-
tion, attended  the national board
of directors meeting the week-end
preceding the Convention = and
made his legislative report, but
did not stay for the convention.

.. Mayor Gives Welcome

“I 'hope ‘we can work on our
problems until we can find a so-
lution,” said Benjamin ' Stapleton,
mayor: of Denver, ‘in  welcoming
the convention at the opening ses-
sion, Monday morning. At the be-
ginning of this and other sessions
of the. convention, lively singing
was led by Mrs. Mildred K. Stoltz,
junior leader of the Montana Far-
mers Union.

“I' welcome you in the name of
one of the oldest Farmers: Union
states, chronologically, ane one.of
thQ newest in its program,”’ said
James G. Patton.’“We have a pro-
gram with punch, and we are for it
no matter how: the rest. of the
world thinks.” i
In responding, Tom Cheek com-
mented on the friendly spirit in

Denver, and Ole Olson, North Da-| -

kota urged unity between our state
unions and between our cooper-
atives.

Labor Representatives Speak

“The organization I represent is
100 ‘per cent behind the farmers,”
declared Reid  Robinson, head. of
the Colorado - CIO. This - attitude
was reiterated by Geo. Brassfield,
president of the ~Colorado  State
Federation of Labor, and Bert
Chipman of the Brotherhood of
Railway Trainmen. ' ;

“We realize that.farm prices are
too low,” said Mr. Brassfield, “and
that the country. can prosper only

.when the farmer prospers.”

“Farmers and the railroad bro-
therhoods * should work  together
in- legislation,” said Mr. Chipman.
“You can be assured that the Far-
mers “Union of Colorado and the
nation will get the support of the
railroad brotherhoods just as far
as possible.” " : °

At the suggestion of President
Vesecky, the convention: voted “to
send greeting by wire to the CIO,
A, F. of L., and the Grange, all
in session at the same time as the
National Farmers Union.

A very beautiful and impressive
memorial service for Farmers Un-
ion leaders lost by death in the
year 1940 was held at the, begin-
ning of the evening session, Man-
day. Outstanding in national lead-
ers lost was  Morris  Erickson,
North Dakota. ~ ;

A plea for support of efforts to
maintain . civil liberties was made
by Chas. Graham, Denver.

Urges the Cooperative Way .

“Let us choose the cooperative
way, urged L. S. Herron, Nebras-
ka, in speaking on “The Farm
Problem and the Case for Cooper-
ation as the Cure.” “Let us use our
political power to get a free and
fair field. Beyond that, let us car-
fy dooneration clear through * to
stop. extortion and checkmate mo-
nopoly. ‘Let us cease ‘to feed the
trusts with our patronage, and
use it' to build our’ own 'system.
This is the way to justice and eco-
nomic well-being with freedom.”

A plea to feed the starving peo-
ple in the captive countries  of
Europe: was made by Edwin C,
Johnson, United = States senator
from Colorado. This, he urged,
would not only help to solve:our
surplus problem, but it would cre-

Aate good will, and this good will

would be an effective step toward

peace. - . ; gk

. 'State Presidents Have Panel
Why we need an organization,

and how to build it, were the sub-

jects dealt with in a panel discus-

sion participated in by all the state

Union  presidents attending the
convention. ; 2y
The answers to the . questio
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By Warren Mather,
Extension 'Service,
Kansas - State College
- Yes, that's. the record of the co-
operative elevator ' association at
Pauline, Kansas, located about six
miles south of Topeka. And from
June 1 to September 15, 1940, an=
other 21 new members were ob-
tained, thus making a total of 113
new  stockholders the ' first 15
months after they split up their
$100 shares of stock into 4 shares
at $25 each. Only one of the new
shares is now required for mem-
bership. During this time, 6 non-
resident shareholders have 'been
retired through transfer to local
active farmers, thus leaving a net
increase of 107 members since

June 1, 1939.

Here are a few facts on which
this fine *“accomplishment” story
is based: i

Number of members

Par value of capital stock

Louis Vernon Is Manager

During the past twelve years,
the business and finances of this
local farmer's elevator association
have been built up under manage-
‘ment of Mr. Louis Vernon and the
Board of Directors until it has be-
come one of the most successful
companies in Kansas. While the
volume of  business  increased
greatly, the number of mem-
bers remained about steady. In
fact, several of the original mem-
bers became inactive during this
time. Some 8 years ago, about 50
per cent of the business: was com-
ing from the 94 stockholders 'of
the company. By the end of the
1938-39. year, only 25 per cent of
the business came from 98 mem-
bers. Of course, part of this was
due to the fact that more of the
members were inactive or had
moved away by this time. In 1932,
about 15 per cent of the stock-
holders = were mon-producers of
farm products while by 1939, this
had increased to 29 per: cent.

It was evident. a company that
was almost 20 years old would
have an:increasing number: of its
original members become non-pro-
ducers in. the near future. It was
evident that they were not being
replaced by the younger farmers
and the new ones which moved in-
to the community. Only 10 per
cent of the members consisted of
tenants in 1939.

One of the reasons they were
not getting new members was be-
cause of the high par value of the
stock. Prarations were being paid
but most farmers didn’t have the
$100 - or didn’t want to give a
note for a share, ‘so they didn't
join. The member-business was de-
clining each year, which meant
heavier income taxés and a trend
toward fewer members; and such

b

1a trend eventually leads to an or-

dinary stock company.
Make Change in 1939

In the spring of 1939, the Board
of Directors decided to amend the
charter and split up - the' $100
shares of stock into four shares
of $25 each, and require only one
of the new ‘shares for member-
ship. This: proposition,  together

submitted to the stockholders at
the annual meeting. Assistance on
‘the proposed changes was given

Pauline 'Organization Increases |
Members by Changing Stock Value|

%

Per cent of business with members «.,.....

(Only 1 share required for membership) '
Per cent of members who were non-

producers of farm products...... Ga e
Per cent of members who were tenants ....
Rate of dividend paid on stock

*205 members by September 15, 1940,

with  a new set of by-laws, was,

‘active members,

by the Extension Service and the |
Farmers Union Jobbing Associa-| 58

tion. There was considerable dis-

__THE KANSAS UNION FARMER

cussion and some contended that| &

new members should have to put

up the same amount of money as| ;
those which started the company.|
But it was pointed out that the| g

important need of the cooperative
now was not more capital,* but
more members with their volume
of business. There was plenty of
capital stock outstanding but it
needed to be redistributed among
many more, farmers. The proposal
was  passed by the stockholders
and ‘everyone with one share of
$100 now had three extra shares
at $25, which he was encouraged

to sell or trade to neighbors who| B8

were not members of the coopera-
tive.

May 31 May 31 May 31|

1932
94
50%

1939
98

25%
$100

1940
184+
55%
$25 -

159
10%

299
9%
4%

22%
1%

Immediately this made every

member a salesman for his cgoper- |
e of |

ative elevator association. S

the older - members transferred

shares to their sons and sons-in-||
law, Some traded shares to.their

neighbors for various things. Some
sold Shares and ' took 'a  note in:
payment for them. One other in-
teresting method of selling stock
was a three-way agreement among
the members, the non-members,
and  the cooperative.

The non-member agreed to buy
a share from' an old stockholder
with the understanding that a
record of earnings and prorations
on his business would be kept by
the manager of the cooperative,
and when he had earned $25, the
cooperative would buy a share
from' the old member and reissue
it to this new member, This was
a plan similar to that used by
companies on the *“100 per cent
cooperative” basis; but it required
more educational ‘and membership
work to get the non-members to
Join 'in this manner, and it was
not ‘used with ' everyone.. Much
credit also- goes to the manager
who ‘placed many shares into the
hands: of 'prospective stockhalders
as -they contracted his  office.

Membership Has Increased .

One year later, we find this com-
pany. with 184 merhbers, compar-
ed to 98 in May, 1939. Three mon-
ths after that, there were . 205
members, Member-business  had
increased from 25 per cent to 55
per cent-of the total. Non-produc-
ers of farm products now consti-
tuted only 11 per cent of all mem-
bers as compared to 29 per cent
in 1939. One other interesting fea-
ture was that tenants now consti-
tuted 22 per :cent of all members
as compared to 9 per cent in May,
1939, In fact, of the 113 new mem-
bers obtained recently, exactly 30
per cent of them were tenants' as

‘| compared to 9 per cent in the old

group of 98 members. Thus, a
lower financial ‘requitement made
it possible to get in many of the
younger farmers . and ' especially
those who. were still tenants. Per-
haps a second chapter to this story
can  be written in two. or three
years, which will show additional
accomplishments “in getting ' this
cooperative owned and operated by

“Why do we need an organization?
ran through the entire range, from
getting power to fix ' prices ‘on
farm products, power to direct af-
fairs, ‘and power to ‘secure legis-
lation to ‘the building and-praotec-
tion of cooperatives.
On. the question of how to build
the membership of the Farmers
Union, the answers of these. state
presidents also varied widely. Some
of them emphasized solicitation by
trained organizers. Others urged
that the people ‘in' the locals must
do. the job by going out to see
their neighbors. Quite ‘a few con-
tended that a permanent organiza-
tion cannot be 'built without co-
operatives as a rollying point.

" Ten Years of Junior Work :

The Tuesday ' evening ‘session
was given to a program commem-
orating 10 years of junior work in
the National Farmers Union. Par-
ticipating in ' this program were
state junior leaders ‘and -torch<
bearer juniors attending the con-
vention, The address of the even-
ing was.given by Chester Graham,
former director of ‘education in
the National Union.

“All of the progress made in ju-

Charlie Talbott urged: the Nation-
al organization to- .give junior
work a chance has come through
struggle,” Mr. Graham said. ‘“Much
of it has been done in unattractive,
poorly-lighted - halls, with - inade-~
quate financing. One of the great-
est things accomplished is  the
knowledge and experience that in
spite of difficulties it can be done.
Great Need for Education

Department now is toward a com-
prehensive - educational - program,
not just a ‘junior program . We
must have this education in econ-
omics: and ' cooperation. Private
power companies are, going to take
over a great many gural power lin-
es built by the REA, and at a third
of their cost, just because the pa-
trons of these lines did not know
what ‘cooperation was about.

“In this country, we spend ov-
er nine billion dollars ‘a year for
commercial entertainment. In our
program, we are training the peo-
ple to entertain themselves and
provide  their own recreation.

“We can pay the cost of great-
ly-needed educational work if we
are willing to do it,” Mr. Graham
declared. “Every summer a lot of
cheap carnival outfits: visit coun-
try ‘towns and take' away thous-

by farm, people. I once attended
a Farmers Union meeting where
the members insisted that they
could not afford to pay over $1.50
a year in dues, but after the meet~
ing ‘'they went downstairs and
spent $30.00. for drinks.” -
‘Scarcity for Price the Fashion
“One -of - the explanations of the
success of organized labor is that
they know what they want—high-
er wages and shorter hours,” said
Roy M. Greep, the new president.

nior work since the .days when'

“The trend of the Kducational

ands of dollars spent with: them-

of the Colorado Agricultural Col= |

- —
lege. “We get along better when
we work with the tide, rather than
against it. Things have a price
in proportion: to. their scarecity.
Everybody 'is- working to make
things. scarce. Farmers must al-
$0, work along this line, or their.
products will .not: be worth much:
This_may not be right, but it is
true, and we must recognize that
some things are true, ~whether
right or not.” iy

He 'spoke ‘of four aspects of ‘the
farm ‘problem.  First, -it is more
difficult in agriculture than most
industries to control . production.
Second, prices for ' agricultural
products: are not elastic, and in-
creasing prices stretch production
like chewing gum, rather than rub-
ber, for production does not gen-
erally ‘reduce: itself easily.

Third, the consumption of agri-
cultural products does not expand
proportionately as the national in-
come goes up, for as individual in-
comes increase a lower proportion
goes for food and clothing. He em-
phasized the need of ‘the export
market for American farmers.

Fourth, the United States has
men, machinery and labor to have
an economy .of abundance. He
spoke of old rules of money and
banking being - thrown: into dis-
card; Germany was thought to be
bankrupt and weak, but turned
into one of the strongest despite
its financial condition and lack of
gold. When a nation has food and
labor, it has to go forward; and it
can go forward on its credit, he
said. : ;

Loosen Landlord Grip

Clinton - Clark, colored delegate
from Louisiana, told how they or-
ganized and carried to Washing-
tin their protest against the land-
lards keeping benefit checks. that
belonged to the tenants.

“I never had a suit of clothes
until' I began to work for the Far-
mers. Union,” he related. “When

| those - tenant farmers. got  their

AVE you ever served on a
H program committee? Did
" you. ever wish that new
ideas would drop down from the
sky? ; : ! 3
Good news for worried program

committees is the Farmers
Union.

. PROGRAM
 SERVICE

It is available to Locals and in-
.dividuals through the Kansas
Farmers Union; the snbscription
price 60¢ yearly.

11% ||

America

(

AT do you see here? Just °
a lot of railroad coal cars?
Listen— v

You're looking at the greatest
source of energy in America,

Coal is the No. 1 source of power
in the hation’s factories,

Coal istheNo. 1 source of warmth
in the nation’s homes.

Coal gives us iron and steel. Coal
generates most of the electricity
used in this country. And just a
‘handful .of coal contains enough
energy to pull a ton of freight a
mile on America’s railroads.

Did you know that it takes more
thana million tons a day to supply
the 'nation’s demands for 'light
and heat and power? .
Did you know that the annual
value of the bituminous and an-
thracite coal mined in the United.
States exceed's that of all other min-
erals combined?

But without adequate transporta-
tion from mines to the rest of the
country these coals would have
little value. Few people could en-
joy their warmth and comfort—
most manufacturing plants would
have to belocated near the mines.

Here's
Delg
octs

)
y

It is only because railroads pros
vide quick, dependable, cheap
transportation to every corner of
the land that people can use this
inexpensive fuel, and that manu-
facturing and power plants, pro-
ducing for our daily needs and
for national defense, can be lo-
cated long distances from the coal
fields and still be sure of a steady
flow of fuel.

To meet the nation’s needs, rail-
roads every day are called upon to
haul enough coal to make a train
150 miles long.

No other form of transportation
could come close to handling so
great a job so smoothly or eco-
nomically. All by itself the move-
ment of the nation’s No. 1 fuel
from mine to consumer would be
a notable accomplishment. But
at the same time, the food you eat,
the clothes you wear, most of the .
“things you use every day—and
most of the supplies for the na-
tion’s  factories—flow . with . the
same smoothness—by rail.

No wonder - thoughtful . people
recognize the railroads as the
nation’s No. 1. transportation
system—not only in the volume

they handle, but in the skill with™ -

which the job is done.

SEE AMERICA — by Rail

You can take your car along too

"NOW — TRAVEL ON CREDIT

See your ticket agent about Grand Circle Tourl

" ASSOCIATION OF

'AMERICAN

. WASHINGTON, D. C.

RAILROADS

checks, they chipped in enough to

buy me this suit.” '~

Mr. Clark also told .of organizing
tenant farmers to buy staple food
supplies cooperatively, instead  of
patronizing the ‘robissaries” of
the landlords. The landlords tried
to stop this activity.  “But . they
couldn’t do anything to Clinton
Clark,” he said, .“because he was
solid .in, Washington, and if they
messed with him their benefit
checks would be stopped.” .

Following the completion of the
election of officers, Retiring Presi-
dent Vesecky, in a fitting cere-
mony, installed the new  officers
and directors. And then while the
cameras of the newspapers. were
flashing and clicking, getting pic=
tures of the new officers, the con-
vention adjourned at 5:20, p. m.

Attend your Farmers Union local
meetings. . -

2, ’Z/? i _
A “KEEPING []UT"

KEEPING IN"S

Get Sterling Quality Fence—
the only fence made from
ELECTRICALLY REFINED
-STEEL — denser, tougher,
.stronger steel. This ‘Ster-
ling Fence costs 'no more
than fence made of other
.steel. See your-local Farm-
~ers Union dealer for low
prices on the style, height,
~and weight of fence you
want. ; Aot

- » .
>iﬁurnnégs Union
~ Jobbing Association

_~ GRAVE ERROR
YORK; S. C. (®-—The oldest
grave in the yard of Olney Pres-
byterian church, itself 147 years
old, ‘'was made in 1759. The tomb-
stone, now almost' illegible, states
that the departed was 218 years
old. when he died. ~While this
probably was a . stone ' cutter’s
error, it has been' allowed to go
uncorrected. ;

‘Copper is one of the most an-
ciently-used metals,

Women' constituta about 3 per=
cent, of all railway employes.

'The Philippine -islands ' were
named after Philip II of Spain.

For the
“High”
Dollar
e

Live Stock
to the

|- -'Terminul
Market

‘Cons'lgn _'l.'heé to :

. “YOUR OWN FIRM"
*FARMERS UNION
'LIVE STOCK
COMMISSION CO.
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~ Junior and Juvenile
Department

. ESTHER EKBLAD, Director

Iurﬁor Motto: “He Loves His Country
Best Who Strives to Make It Best”

- The To_rchv Bearer

he God of High Endeavor gave me a torch'to bear,
“ 1 lifted it high above me in the dark and murky air;
And straightway with glad hosannas,

The crowd proclaimed its light

And followed me as I carried my torch

Through the starless night.

Till drunk with peoples’ praises, and mad with vanity,
1 fotgot ‘twas the torch they followed

And I fancied they followed me.
Then slowly my arm grew weary
Upholding the shining load,

And my tired feet went stumbling over the dusty road
_And I fell with the torch beneath me.

In a moment the light was out,

When lo! from the throng a stripling

Sprang with a mighty shout,

Caught up the torch as it smoldered, and lifted it high again,

Till fanned by the winds of heaven
It fired the souls of men,

And as I'lay in the darkness,

The feet of the trampling crowd

Passed over and far beyond me, its paens proclaimed aloud,
And I learned in the deepening twilight,

The glorious Verity;

. "Tis the Torch that the people follow

Whoever the bearer be.

\

McPhérson Co.

—Author: Unknown.

Juniors Enjoy Banquet

Second Annual Banquet

“Forever Onward” was the theme of the second annual McPherson
county Junior Banquet, held Friday evening, November 29, at McPher-
gon. It was a festive occasion with a touch of seriousness but also with
a tint of a family reunion spirit. Last year the banquet ~was very
pleasant but we would say,- more formal. Can you guess why?

We think it because the diners were not so well acquainted. The
banquet last year marked the beginning of a series of county Juniors
Parties. Now through 'these social gatherings community lines have
been erased .and the Juniors of the county have become as one family.
Here is surely ‘one secret in the building of a strong farm organization.

: Torch Bearers Take Pledge:

“I. accept my responsibility as a Torch Bearer of the Farmers

Union and I pledge myself to bear that torch with clean hands and a
~courageous heart ., . . ."” So read the Torch Bearer pledge taken by the

* fourteen Juniors of seven states at the National Convention, Denver.
This is a pledge we would all profitably take in whatever we do.

If a job ‘is ‘worth doing,
courageously.

it .is' ‘worth doing well, honestly, and

A Uniform Pattern

The sessions of the Education Conference at the National Cdnven-
tion were crowded with discussions of Farmers Union education in all
most, fifty-seven varieties. A film library for visual education,.county
state and national leadership training schools, exchange of representa-
tives and meetings with other organizations and agencies, study mater-
ial and a stand on the ever puzzling problem of world peace were all
among the things considered at length. Receiving most attention, how-
ever, were the pro and cons of a uniform pattern of Junior and adult

education.

1t was the final conclusion of the conference ‘group that the pat-
tern which has: been. developed for Junior membership, study topics,
achievement 'records, speech and writer’s projects, and Torch. Bearer
selectioni are good and should be the basis for the development of the
educational program ‘in all states. A pattern does not need to be a rigid
thing. In dressmaking a pattern often has to be altered but still it is a
guide to a better fitting garment. Our Junior educational pattern -is
not set-in design; it too can be frequently ‘altered for better adaptation

to up-to-the-minute needs.

“We Sing To Our .Brothers S

Long to be remembered from the National Convention  was 'the
“Friendship Bracelet 'Round the World” banquet which was the en-
tertainmnet of the final convention' session. With black war headlines
glaring in the news of the world about us, it was comforting and in-

~spiring to get a taste of the beauties and the cultures of the Old World
nations. Especially when these were brought to:us by Americans who
have close kinships with the peoples in foreign-lands. The folk dances

and songs danced and: sung by people of Spanish, Italian,
... Swedish descent were beautiful. We all immediately loved the Chinése

Polish and

‘c_tgldren who acted a Chinese play in a very charming manner’ and
w

o then thrilled us by singing very enthusiastically,

“God Bless

America.” And who wouldn't be stirred: by the challenges of Langston
Hughes poem, “America For Me,” read by a Negro.
: . ““Now wider and wider our circle expands
Viva' La Compagnie” i
We sing to our brothers in far away lands,
Viva' La  Compagnie. -

Torch Bearers Report On
‘the Denver National Convention

(Note: These reports are being
given in the form of questions
and answers.) :

Bernard Schafer, Torch Bear- .

er, Johnstown Local, McPher-
son County:

1. Bernard, we understand
that you are to send Mis. Ed-
wards a report on the Legis-
lative Conference; will you tell
us . something  about the Con-
ference?

I'm afraid it is.a little difficult
for me to give avery ‘definite re-
. port on the Legislative Confer-
ence. The chairman .of the Con-

of the Oklahoma Farmers Union.
Dr. Dickinson of Arkansas was
vice-chairman. The conference was
very interesting to me, so inter-
esting in fact that I forgot to take
down notes. The conference cov=
-ered the discussion of bills that
the: Farmers Union is proposing
for Congress in Washington. The
Farmers Union is. getting results
in ‘their legislative work. I was
happy at the way every member
responded in the discussion, ev-
eryone was vitally - interested ‘in
the legislative work of the Farm-
ers Union. The Legislative Con-
ference adopted 'many of the
measures for 1941 that have al-
ready been before Congress for
consideration, I would like to say
in closing my remarks; that I
believe legislative work is one of
the most important of the Farmers
Union activities. I really enjoyed
this ‘conference.

2. Tell something about the
Junior Program, Tuesday ev-
ening, November 19.

Who took part in it: Those tak-
ing part in the Junior program
were Mildred K. Stoltz, who led
the group in singing-a few songs;

John Torgerson, a Torch Bearer

from . Wisconsin, -who read the
Farmers Union Creed. Mrs. Ed-
wards then introduced a lady who
ten years ago was one of the first
‘Juniors in the Junior educational

Junior grown-up, now: Director of
Education - in Wisconsifl.. Mary. Jo
spoke on the subject of “Ten Years
of Junior.  Work.” The ' program
was in commemoration of the
tenth anniversary of Junior edu-
cation in the Farmers Union. Mary
Jo in her speech outlined the pro-
gress that the Farmers Union has
made in the last ten years. Rich-

. ard Joyce, a Junior grown-up, now

secretary of ‘the ‘North Dakota
Farmers Union, and Ralph Par-~
ker, a_Torch Bearer from Monta-
na, each spoke on the subject—
“What the Farmers Union Means

. to Me.” Both were very enthusi-

astic in' their praise for the Un-
'} = ' ;

‘lins.

fon. Three Torch ' Bearers, Dick
Axtell, Colorado, Murry Warner,
North Dakota; and John Torger-
son, Wisconsin, were interviewed
by Mrs. Edwards. She asked them
questions ~about the - work  that
they were doing in their home lo-
calities. e

Then the Torch Bearers gave a
folk: dance ~demonstration after
which: Chester 'Graham, former
National . Junior' Leader, gave a
very interesting address com-
mending theJuniors on'their past
work in the Union, and also giv-

ing advice as to the future.
ference was Tom Cheek, President|

3. The Torch Bearers met by
themselves one afternoon,
what did they discuss in that
meeting? A :
The Torch Bearers of the con-

vention  met by théemselves on
Tuesday: afternoon. During this
meeting we discussed the idea of
giving up our Torch Bearer badg-
es for another year. Many .of the
Torch Bearers. in the past have
received their Torch Bearer badges
and then completely forgotten their
duty to the Union. We decided
that if we would give our .pins
back, to be kept by the National
Junior Leader. for another year,
we would be sure that we were
worthy "of the Torch Bearer Award
before receiving the badge. -

4., We . are interested 'in

- knowing something about the
Torch: Bearers  trom other
states. Would you mind shar-
ing a little of your acquaint-
anceship with them? Where
were they - from? What are
they doing at home? <
Seven states sent Torch Bearers

to the National Convention. From

Colorado were Betty Williams of

Echert and Dick Axtell; Fort. Col~

Hoth are ardent workers for

the Farmers Union in their com-
munities. Montana sent Ralph Par-

ker, Great Falls, and Billy:Siphers, |.

St. Ignatius, Ralph is a Minuteman;
he attends college in Montana and
really believes in the Union work.
Billy also. is an ardent worker
in his home state. Murry Warner,
Fargo, and Vernon Carlson, Glen-

burn, were from North Dakota.

Murray attends college in  North
Dakota- and is a member of the
Farmers  Union College  Local,
which he helped to organize. He
also is a Minuteman in the Farm-
ers Union. Vernon, a definite Un-
ion man is a very active worker
in the Union. Ohio was represent-
ed by Doris Snyder and Lavern
Snyder. Both are active workers
in the Junior program. South Da-
kota’s Torch Bearers, Marcella De-
Nure, Beresford, and Hurst Willi-
ams, Brentford, are both ' very
much interested in putting the Ju-

»

ior work ahead. John Torgerson,
t1\‘/lenomo e, and Leon Luick, Stete,
ssonvill¢, were the Torch Bearers
from Wisconsin, John 'is County
Junior/ Leader in his home state.
Leon is a strong believer in Junior
work. Last but not least was Or-
ville Rawson and myself . about

which ‘you. probably know : too|

much already,

5. We'd also like to know
something significant that you ,
remember from one or more of
the speeches given at the con-
vention,

To me so many things were
significant. The thing most signie
ficant to me _was the way in
which the . representatives from
labor unions and other organiza=
tions congratulated the work of
the Farmers. Union.

I wish to thank the Farmers
Union for sending me to the Na-
tional Convention. It was a great
experience for me,

Orville Rawson, Torch Bearer,
No. 8 Local, McPherson Coun-
ty:
’1. Your Torch Bearer report
to Mrs. Edwards is to be on
the = Education Conference;
will you tell us something
about what took place in that:
group?

The Education Conference which
I attended was my first confer-
ence to take part in. I like it very
much. The conference began Mon-
day at 1:00 p. m, and. closed for
the day at 5:30 p. m. The chairman
of the conference was Mrs. Gladys
T. Edwards. She ‘explained that
the first day was to bring up all

| suggestions and ideas for the 1941

educational program. The second
day we were to discuss and vote

" .| on these suggestions as to whether

they were to be sent to the Draft-
ing Committee where they would
put them' into a well-coordinated
and carefully written program for
the Educational Department of the
National. Farmers Union for 1941.

" ‘Mrs. Mildred Stoltz then gave a
summary of the Educational De-
partment for 1940. The meeting
was then turned into open discus-
sion. Some of the suggestions and
ideas were: We should have more
training for our state, county and
local leaders, Study . - material
should be uniform in all states and
locals. All leaders sihould cooper-
ate with county, state, and nation-
al wherever they can be of mutual
assistance. Leaders should plan:a
balanced ' program for meetings,
should be as informal‘-as possible
so that Juniors canh feel more at
ease. Juniors who have been. in
Farmers Union. for some ' time
should be in different classes than
those Juniors who have just join-
ed as they have more background
than ' newcomers. :

These were some of the many
suggestions . brought up on Mon-
day. On Tuesday we discusseed and
voted on: these suggestions- and
sent the ones which we agreed to
be' of importance to the:drafting
committee *who put them into a
program for .1941 to be adopted
by the convention on Wednesday
afternoon.

. 2, Orville, tell us something

about the trip to and from

Denver. ; ‘

The trip to Denver was not' my
first but was my first time to ride
on'a train. I can’t tell much about
the country as it was dark when
we left Salina and also When we
left Denver. One thing I do re-
member, is we had a good many
card games on the trip.

3. The Torch Bearer Cere-
mony was an:outstanding part
of the Junior Program; would
you describe it?

The Torch - Bearer -:Ceremony.
took place Tuesday evening which
was ‘Junior Night. First in the
Ceremony was the ‘poem. ‘“The
Torch Bearer” read:by Mrs, Mar-
guerite : Bredehoft of Ohio. . Next
Mrs, Edwards presented the Torch
Bearers to the audience and Mr.
John’ Vesecky, who presented us
with - our 'Torch: Bearer badges.
The Juniors, led by Esther Ek-
blad, of 'Kansas, .then repeated. the

Torch Bearer pledge . -in  unison. |:

(The pledge: “I-accept my respon=
sibility "as a- Torch Bearer of the
Farmers Union and I pledge my-
self to bear that torch with clean

‘hands and a courageous heart.

_ “I unite with' my fellow Juniors

in ‘a pledge to work unceasingly
for the cooperative movement—
to practice tolerance ®ind brother-
hood—to keep my torch ever one
of those which shall light the way
to a warless world,”)

Next was ‘the = poem, “New
Frontiers,” read by Katherine Carl-
son, a Torch Bearer for Wisconsin
in 1937. The Torch Bearers then
sang ‘“Hail Our Union.” The cere-
mony was closed with. everyone
singing ‘“March. of Youth,”

4. We heard many = fine

-speeches during the conven-

., tion days, tell us of something
expressed by speakers that ve-
ry . definitely = impressed . you.
The idea or statement which

impressed me: very, much was one

I heard in the Educatign Confer-

ence, It was: “We must/teach our

young people how to (think and
not what to think.”- :
5.-Did you like the “Friend-
ship ' Bracelet 'Round the

World” banquet? What about

it made it interesting to you?

I enjoyed the banquet very much |

as it showed that most every coun-
try ‘has their kind. of recreation.
The amazing thing was that most
every country’s recreation is sim-
ilar ‘with the United States and
every other country.
6. -Just what ‘does being a
#orch Bearer mean to you?
Being a Torch Bearer does not
make me think I am' any better
than anyone else. It means I have
worked for the last two years and
I am going to continue to work for
the Farmers Union.
Velma Higgason, Junior, Quinter,
Gove county: . ¢ {
1. How did you happen to
go to the National Convention?
It “has always been one of my
greatest aims to attend a Nation-
al Convention of the Farmers Un-
ion, to meet Juniors and Leaders
of our brother. states and most of
all: to. meet our National Junior
Leader, Mrs. Gladys T. Edwards,
2, Youn pald your own way,
.was the trip worth the cost?
This year+I paid my own way
and I shall never forget my first

National ' Convention. I have at-|:

tended state camps, state conven-
tions and many other meetings of
the Farmers Union and have thor-
oughly enjoyed them, but found
after attending the National Con-
vention at Denver that none was'
quite as complete or as grand. The
fellowship and cooperation of Ju-
niors. and Leaders of all the states

Youth In Our Cooperatives -
i of Today and Tomorrow

H. E. Witham, general man-
ager, ‘Farmers Union Jobbing
Association, Kansas City, Mo.,
at the annual McPherson
County Farmers 'Union Ju-
nior Banquet, November 29
1940.

A meeting such as this is a real|
inspiration to me, It exemplifies
the changes, on our way of, life
during the last half century as
nothing else could, When I was
your age I was a farmer, too, as
I have been ever since, But get-
ting together with all the other
young farmérs and farm girls in
the county for a banquet would
have been a fantastic idea indeed.
It wasn’t only because there were
not - automobiles in those days,
there weren't even roads!

Young people in' the country
were really isolated then. Now you
have all of the social and many
of the educational advantages of
your city brothers and sisters, and
besides that, you have all the fun
of being a farmer! :

Is Fun on the Farm

Yes, you heard me . right, I
meant, ‘“all the fun of being a
farmer.”  You might not believe
that now, but youw will, It i8 said
that most young farmers spend
their first thirty years trying to
get away from the farm, and the
next thirty trying to get back to
it! Of course, if you consider each
task just ‘a “chore’—something
you do simply because it HAS to
be :done, farm life is apt to be-
come a series of unpleasant duties.
But' if you look at it in its true
perspective, you're bound to see
that farming is one of the most
romantic and democratic ways in
which' to earn a living.

Because you plant wheat—mil-
lions of homes have fresh bread

.on their dinner tables tonight. Be-

‘cause you milked .your cows, peo-
ple in those homes and hospitals
and schools have improved health.
Because you fed and fattened your
calf and pig, and maybe got blue
ribbons on them at the County
Fair, those same homes have roast
beef and bacon. They have shoes
to wear when tramping streets
in search of work, or when at
work -or school or play, because
you raised the cow or horse. or
goat. whose hide went into those
shoes, Because - you ' sheared a
sheep, those boys and girls and
men and women  have ' warm
clothes to wear in winter, and be-
cause some southern farm boy or
girl picked cotton, they have soft
comfortable cotton clothing to
wear during the summier. '

The fact that the farmer feeds
and clothes the world is an old
story—but it is this realization of
the importance of our work that
makes the hardest or:lowliest job
worth while. ) ;

You well know that the Kansas
Farmers © Union,, membership in
which makes your presence here
possible, not only has its educa-
tional and recreational activities,

-| but it also carries on effectual or-
| ganizational and legislative work,

and has, in its*36 years, sponsor-
ed many ' business cooperatives’
through which its members market
their products and buy: their sup-
plies. ~All “of you,.I am sure, are
familiar with' the cooperatives in
your own community, and through
your Junior classes, understand
the methods of operations of coop-
erative creameries, elevators, cot-
ton gins, “stores, :oil stations, poul-
try .cooperatives, ' insurance and
other ' service cooperatives.. These’
farm ‘cooperatives have become a
part of farm life.

Farmers Union Jobbing Associa-
tion is one of ‘the ‘cooperatives
which your father, or perhaps your

working. together in .one group
sharing with all his ideas, and ex-
periences: is ‘a picture one will
never forget. X .

3. Would you mind telling
us. a little about the convention
banquet? e /
What could have been a more

perfect - ending to three days of
fellowship  than ‘a
Bracelet 'Round the World” ban-
quet on the last. night of the con-
vention. .We were cordially wel-
comed upon sitting at our tables
by a host or hostess dressed in the
costume of someé foreign country.
Before and during the banquet the
WPA Peoples orchéstra entertain-
ed us with a concert. After the
speeches came the  program. pre-
sented by the Denver International
JFolk: Festival Council. This was
one of the. most interesting and
picturesque programs I have ev-
er seen. Men, women and children
all dressed in their native cos-
tumes of practically every foreign
country . contributed toward . the
program by presenting a song, folk
dance,  orchestra, or something
from their native land. After the
program - the performers mixed
with the auidence and many join-
‘ed in the folk dances. I don't
think anyone will forget the Na-
tional - Convention - as for me, I
hope that I might attend many
more, ;

Ida Mae Carlson, Junjor Leader,
No. 8 Local, McPherson county:
1. Didn’t you . deci rather
suddenly to attend the con=

vention? {

Yes, I did decide suddenly to
attend ‘the convention. I have al-
ways wanted to attend a Natignal
Convention and’ thought this was
a chance to attend the convention
and to see my sister Ruth who is

working in Denver. The Juniors ||

of our local were kind enough to
help me with my expenses.
2. Did attendance at the con-
vention help you in ‘your po-
(sition as a Junior Leader?

Attendance at the ‘convention |

has helped me as a leader. I got
ideas from leaders of other states
and found, out what they were do-
ing. ey i
3. Will you share with us
one thing about the conven-
tion that was of outstanding
interest and value to you?
.Mrs. Edwards’ talk was a great
ins{)lration to me. It gave me a
real rounded outlook on Junior
work. : Gl
‘4. 'Would you advise other
leaders to attend conventions
whenever they can? :
- Yes, I would advise other lead-
ers to attend National Conven-
tions whenever they can. It shows
‘what friendship there is in Farm-
ers Union states. You learn .from
other leaders what they are doing
and you become better acquaint-
ed with leaders you have read

about but never met, = ©

"

‘pressions,

“Friendship |

grandfather, helped to - organize
back in 1916, We started out as a
jobbing association, and. by . that
I mean that we bought supplies
in. “job” lots, carloads, etc., and
then resold them to Farmers Un-
ion Locals, elevators, and stores,
‘Handling Grain by 1918
Then, in 19918, because the need

.was so very apparent, we began

handling grain for country ele-
vators.on the terminal markets.
This proved a fortunate move, as
from a small one-room office, your
cooperative has grown so that we
are now one of the largest grain
cooperatives in the United States,
with an office in Kansas City, an-
other in Salina, and another in
Topeka, where your modern, mil-
lion-bushel Farmers Union Ter-
minal elevator is located. |

In addition to these facilities,

' we have three warehouses, one in

Kansas City, one in Wakeeney, and
one in Topeka, where we have an
up-to-date feed mill to manufac-
ture our KFU and Union Standard
feeds. ¥

‘Why in 1938 alone, we handled
enough grain to fill a train' of
freight cars reaching from Mc-
Pherson nearly to ‘Dodge City.
From that wheat enough flour
could have been made to feed our
entire membership for fifty years!
This large volume ' of = business
handled cooperatively is not just
something to brag about—it helps
us to get better prices for your
grain, as well as to make savings
for you in marketing it yourself.
Since’ 1927, this one cooperative of
yours has made a savings of well
over - a half-million dollars, and
since 1930 we have returned  to
our members $130,000 in patronage
dividends. ¢

Another $30,000 This Week

Next week, checks for about
$30,000 additional patronage divi-
dends, are being mailed out to our
members. So you can see it pays
the Farmers Union member to pat-
ronize ‘his' own. cooperative. You
biuld “facilities for yourself—you
make savings for yourself, and at
the same time you are perform-
ing services for yourself that
would cost you just as much or
more elsewhere.

Cooperatives have stood the test
of time, along with a series of de-
recessions, and just
plain hard times! They have prov-
ed themselves ‘‘sea-worthy,” and
though we can’t expect to have all
smooth sailing and clear weather
from here on out, we do have a
charted course to follow and the
“log books” of our experiences
during other years. You might say
that, like Columbus, we earlier co-
operators went sailing and discov-
ered that the world was round in-
stead of flat—that we wouldn’t
“fall of into space” just because
we changed our way of doing bys-
iness. In your work with or. for
cooperatives. . you may not have
that exhilarating sense of' discov-
ering something new. But, better
yet, you will.have actual facilities
instead of “ visionary possibilities.
You will have your elevators, your
stores, your feed, mills, your cream-
eries, and your filling stations.

' In addition to that you will have
better mental equipment - because

of improved: educational. advantag-

es and Farmers Union: training.
You will know how your coopera-
tives work for,you, providing you
use. them.. It won’t be such stale
going, 'either, for ‘while we' older
people may have discovered the

“new ‘world,” there are hundreds i

of “ports” that have never .even
been visited—hundreds of ways in
which cooperative services have
never been tried. You'll find them,
and build them up into successful
monuments of your efforts,
The Part Youtli Have
Probably” not many = of you
youngsters here are old enough to
be members: or patrons of a coop-
erative. Yet, you can be very val-

uable to us. Through .your Junior |

classes you get an understanding

of the value of cooperatives and |

how they operate, You talk to one
another about' them, and' to other
young. people about them. In doing
that you become ‘“good-will am-
bassadors” of your Farmers Union
cooperatives, You practice cooper-
ation ift your group activities. You
even set up the State Junior camp

as a cooperative last summer. You

attend and often take part in meet-
ings ' of - your cooperative. You
know why your people are mem-
bers. of cooperatives. Then, first
thing you know, you are farmers
in your own. right and become one
of my 35,000 bosses!
. Or perhaps you complete a bus-
iness training and become an ef-
ficient. employee of a cooperative.
Your. Junior training and  farm
life give you advantages over the
city employee because you under-
stand the principles of the coop-
erative and its methods of opera-
tion. ;

When. Mrs. Olson wrote me
about your banquet, she said

something about me talking to
you for thirty or forty minutes,
Now unless. young people have
changed a lot in the last forty

years, a speaker.would have to be|

much more inspiring than I in or=-
der to hold your attention volun-
tarily for anything like that length
of time. I would not want to close
hough, without commenting on
the fine Farmers Union Junior or-
ganization and leadership you have
here in McPherson County. It is
one of the best, and you should be
very praiid to be a part of it. I'd
like to see a record of what you've
done each year since you started
so we could hold it up as a sort
of example of what other coun-
ties could do in their work with
young people.

I'd like to see you set an even
higher goal for your 1941 achieve-
ments, figure out what you think
you should do and make definite
plans on how to try to accomplish
that goal. Such plans would not
be for the leaders alone, but for
the entire group. Each of you
should try to determine how you
can help the county and local
units grow, how the county or
state = organization can help you
get your neighbor boy or girl into
the group that has, we "know,
meant much to you. " y

Always Need of Diplomacy

I realize that it requires a lot
of diplomacy to work with the
same people month  after month,
for no one is a ‘“hero in his own
home town.” Gone is the excite-
ment -~ of seeing new faces and
finding out what people do and
how they ‘do it, and what they
think ‘and why. Personalities may
even clash at times, yet when you
think of it another way, there is
something especially nice about
it, too. You get to-have a sort of
“family feeling for one another.
You may know the other fellow’s
faults, but you also know how’
many fine 'things he does. You
may find a few shortcomings, but
you also learn how really kind-
hearted 'and good he is.  As you
grow up-and marry and have’fam-
ilies, instead of having neighbors
on each side’ of you, you’ll have
them -all over the county! You'll
have common backgrounds, com-
mon aims, common needs, and you
will have learned how to join to-
gether to work ‘out solutions to
your common problems.

The thought I'd like to leave
with. you is a quotation from ‘the
Book -that is the world’s best sel-
ler, I didn’t have to ask permis:
sion to use it; though, for it was
written by St. Paul, and the Book
belongs to you as it does to me
and all the world. It is found in
Philippians 3:13-14;

“This one thing I do: forgetting
those things = which- are behind,
and reaching forth into- those
things which are before, T PRESS
TOWARD THE: MARK FOR THE
PRIZE.” ] i

LOSES 1ITS SECRET

LAKE LURE, N. C, . (®-—No
longer is there any mystery about
where the noises come from. in-
side’ Rumbling' Bald Mountain.
Members of the National Speleo-
logical society - came here from
Washington and. explored the fis-
sures ' that honeycomb  the huge
rock :1,000 feet above ILake Lure.
They discovered: that . “boulders
weighing thousands of tons break
loose from the tops of subterra-

inean crevices and thunder down

to the bottom of a cave, The so-

on wheat. For every dollar spent for
phosphate they ‘got ncreased yield
amounting to $4.00;

" For further proof that Anaconda
Treble Superphosphate pays big ex-
tra profits — see your county agent,
.your Agricultural College, or write
for free book on soil to

ANACONDA SALES CO.
; Distrib_uted by

FARMERS UNION
'JOBBING

ASSOCIATION

'Welght of Pigs and Hogs ,
- Suckling Pigs

Pigs 20 to

Pigs 30 to

Pigs 40 to

Pigs . 60 to

‘Pigs 80 to

Pigs 100 to. 120 lbs.
:Hogs 120 to 150 lbs,
- Hogs 150 to 180 lbs.:

ponnds, increase in weight.

should be increased 15 to 14.

6lfder

DOSAGE TABLE

Please use the foilowlng table to ascertain the amount of Serum and
- Virus to order, Serum is bottled in 500cc., 250cc., 125cc., 100cc, Virus ||
is bottled in 100cc., 60cc., 30cc., 15cc. i

R )

b siven 2400
el 28110
NI R 8 )
e, 00 to
veessen .40 to
PLlannas o
GO v )

'Hogs weighing more than 180 pounds, add im_q cc. for each !lv'e\

Dose thin hogs according to what they would we‘lgli in fair flesh.
‘In case of pigs or hogs exposed to

Farmers Unlon_Live Stock Commission

~ SOUTH ST. JOSEPH, MO.

Amount of Amount of
Semn{ to Use Virus to Use

20 ce. ¥
24 cc.

28 ce.

32 ce.

36 ce.

40 ce. -
48 cc.

56 cc.

64 cc.

ec.
ce.
‘cc.
cC.
ce.
ce.
cc.

hog cholera,

\

the above dosage

From'

457,15 PHOSPHATE

DIVERSIFIED

PRODUCTS INCLUDEN)

MANY VARIETIES
OF RUGS'AND |l
HIGH | GRADE
PLASTER.

DO YOU ENOW 2 * S e

ciety. is a group of. amateur cave
explorers and mappers.

TO DIG A BOMBPROOF
COLUMBUS, O, . (#)—A bomb
shelter = which | literally = can be
built overnight has the war de-
partment showing interest. ;
After  the location is chosen,
earth is dug ‘away until the ex-
cavation takes the  shape of an
arch. Concrete,

When the concrete sets, the dirt
underneath it tis dug away and

reinforced with |
iron rods, is poured into the mold.

tossed on. top the concrete and
there’s the bombproof, :

Stephen . Stepanian, . sand and
gravel company executive,, show=
ed the plan to the department.

DROPS WOODSMEN-SOLDIERS
STOCKHOLM (®)—A Swedish

voluntary home guard for .men:

not ' eligible for military training

is' proposed to succeed groups of °

peasants ‘who in past. wars :ob-
structed 'the enemy’s advances in
the country’s vast forests.

Simultaneous Virus .......

Pig Scours Bacterin.
Hog Worm Oil..........
Worm Capsules 4

Blackleg Bacterin

Abortion Vaccine Janli

Type “Chick” Vaccine.
TURNABLE)

Mixed Bacterin Ovine. .

Worm Capsules. .

Kamala-Nicotine Tabletst
£
Rabies. Vaecine..........

Profits to Members of

Price List of
Vaccines and Serums

WE PREPAY SHIPPING CHARGES ON ALL

ORDERS OF $10.00 OR MORE
Mail Orders C. O. D. Only -

Do the Job Yourself . . . B¢ Money and Pigs Ahead

Clear Concentrate Sertum.............eeeesss.80.65 per 100 co ’

: tieseasesveessssssse 1,30 per 100 co
Hemorrhagic Septicemia Bacterin. .

Anti-Hemorrhagic Septicemia Serum,....ces... 1.80 per 100 co
‘Mixed Infection Bacterin.......

deeenasessenesisives e 100 per gali:

'MIXED INFECTIONS TN SWINE
FOR CATTLE

Hemorrhagic Sépticemia Bacterin

Anti-Hemorrhagic Septicemia Serum. .
Keratitis (Pink Eye) Bacterin. .
Mixed Bacterin. Bovine.........

: FOR HORSES AND MULES
Encephalomyelitis' (Sleeping Sickness): Western
One complete treat-
ment of two 10 cc. dose bottles (NOT RE-'

Hemorrhagic Septisemia Bacterin

Anti-Hemorrhagic Septicemia Serum:.....s.s.. 1.80 per 100 cc
: FOR SHEEP

Hemorrhagic Septisemia Bacterin

Anti-Hemorrhagic Septicemia Serum

Mixed Bacterin Avian...............: Jevv. 0135 per 1 cc. dose
Stained Pullorum Antigen, B. W. D. Test

Anchor Elastic Worm ‘Capsules.

" FOR DOGS

“We will absolutely pay Patrbnage Dividends on our Serum
the Kansas Farmers Union.”—Paul Steele
- ORDER FROM : ;

FARMERS UNION LIVE STOCK
i COMMISSION ,

~SOUTH ST. JOSEPH, MO:

..06 per dose

ses0000000 e

06 per dose . .
06 per dose

vesvesesssonnss’

.

0214 and 0315 each

... $0.07 per dose
esveess - 06 per dose
es..91.80 per 100 cc -
06 per dose
06 per dose
25 per dose

. satee s o 1429
06 per dose

06 per dose
.06 per dose
.+« 1.80 per .100 cc
0214 and .0314 each

Leesceieesnee e

$1.50 per 100 tests

' 480 per 500 tests

...01%4 each
0034 eack
£} !

...$0.50 per dosb

CeresnseasRs s bE i

sesponssne

....... R

|

#“The Farmers Un-
ion Is Just What |
We Make "

.

For a true farm organization, it is Farmers
Union. But there’s no secret about it—if
~ farmers don’t take an interest and try to work
out their problems, they don’t show much use

for it.

That's why YOU need to attend your rnexf
meeting, need to study Farmers Union legisla-
* tion; Farmers Union business cooperatives; ¢he

Farmers Union organization.

When You Think of Farm Needs—Think
~ of Farmers Union Action! '




.. ties of the adult member

i
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. | Proqrarﬁ Addpt_éd 51940 Farmers Union
" National Convention at Denver

The Farmers Educational and
Cooperative Union of America, con-
vened in the 36th annual session
at Denver Solorado, Npvember 18,
19 and 20, 1940, having rechecked
the paths by which we have come,

"'and having considered the grave
present conditions and future pros-
pects for agriculture in a torn and
chaotic worlld—a = world which
‘must be rebuilt—adopt for our

guidance, and submit to all farm-

ers as a basis for an effective farm
' organizationu, our program for
1941, i

We reaffirm our adherance to
the historic first principles of the
Farmers Educational and Coopers-
ative Union of America, namely,
that we can only establish equal-
ity and justice by maintenaning a
sound political democracy and es-
tablishing ‘a democratic_ economic
system through the application of
cooperative  principles.

Must Have Income Parity

We declare our conviction: that
neither our agriculture nor Amer-
ica are safe while income dispar-
ity to farm families continues: that
our farms are our first line of na-
tional defense against foes with-
in and without, and that parity
farm income is in the sound inter-
est of all.

We believe that present condi-
tions require concerted action and
cooperation to a greater degree
than .ever in the past, and that
the choice now. is less whether
we shall organize or remain un-
. organized than it is whether we

shall erganize voluntary and rap-
idly under plans -of our .own
choosing, or he organized by force
of circumstances supported by
edict of others. SRRy
' Urge Development of ‘Cooperatives

We, -therefore, urge upon . our
people a more rapid development
of commodity and:service. cooper-
atives. and an increased study of
vital domestic and world . cond.-
tions.  We offer our cooperation to
other organized * groups: :who also
seek to provide economic security,
to preserve democratic processes,
to provide distribtited abundance
for all, and to maintain. our civil
liberties.. . - . .

To attain our objectives, we: pro=
pose: through cooperative action to
carry out the following program of
educational, organizational, coop-
erative, and legislatif® ~activities
. for the year 1941: ]

EDUCATION

Believing that education which
.assures an. understanding of co-
operative economics'is basic to the
development of unity that is
needed to effectuate our coopera=
tive :and legislative programs, we
pledge our erganization to con-
tinue and expand the work carried
on by the department of Education
of the National Union. fig

We recommend . the adoption. of
a. uniform plan .of = education
throughout . the National Farmers
Union, the present program. de-

.veloped by the  Department of
Education and ' set forth 'by the
Junior Manual, - Local. Leaders’
Guide, and other types of study
material to be the pattern upon
which ‘each state department he
modeled. ; .

We reaffirm our 'historic.stand
that there be no separation of the
;junior membérs from  the activi-

in local,
county, and state Unions, nor in.
the National organization.
Recommend Leadership Schools

We recommend that leadership
training schools. be adopted as a
definite part of ythe educational
program in all units of the organ-
ization—local, county, state. and
_mational. : e

We recommend the use of films,
charts, . exhibits, - and other like
types. of . visual education "as a
means of promoting and expand-
ing: our educational program. To
this end, we urge that local, coun=
.- ty, and state organizations con-
tribute. to-the development of this
type of material, and that an ex-
change of visual education service
be established within the' Nation-
al Educational Department through
which such materials’ can be ex-
changed among and witlin Farm-
ers Union [units. .

We ‘recommended that national
conference be constructed for state
officials’ and board members. We
believe that the: pooling of exper=-
iences and discussion of prob-
lems would ~tend. to eliminate
stateline  barriers, and would con-
tribute to the development of a
broader and more uniform  pro-
gram in our organization.

. Work ‘With Other Groups

As a means of developing wider
contacts - and  broader . influence,
~w e recommend . the coopera-
. shall give more time to the discus-
tion of the state unions and the
.National Union with other state
and national organizations. In this
connection, we specifically recom-
mend Future Farmers and Parent-
Teachers Associations. We further
recommend a like type of cooper=-
“ation with federal and state agen-
cies, such as NYA; Workers’ Ser-
vice; REA3 extension divisions, and
social-service agencies, wherever
we can be of mutual assistance,
and where the identity of the Iar-
mers Union may bé at all times
maintained.

We recommend that our Educa-
tional Department . put special
emphasis  upon the development
of planned and balanced programs
within the local, such programs to
include participation of all  age
groups in business meetings, and
in entertainment, recreational and
social acttivities. ;

Based upon the reaction of the
- listening’ audience in many locali-
ties, we recommend that the Far-

mers Union broadcast over NBC
shall gove more time to the discus-

sion and interview type of human-
interest programs, rather than the
get .addresses formerly used.
We recommend that in the field
of formal education, leaders of the
Farmers Union in .local, county,
and state should exert every influ-
ence to direct the formation of
educatoinal patterns ‘and  curri-
. cula, with a view toward making
‘ them of maximum yalue to farm
youth. ' i Bt
Need Education for Democracy
. In view of the present interna-
tional crisis and, the problems
arising . therefrom, we .recognize
the increasing importance of edu-

i cation for citizenship in a" demo-

cracy. We, therefore, recommend
a ‘continuance of our historic .pro-
gram of education on the econm-
ic causes of war; promotion of
the study of civil rights, and meth-
ods of their maintenance; study
of the effects of war profits and
war debts upon agriculture, and,
lastly, study of the cooperative
method of ~building a peaceful
world. ‘e i :

As, furtherance of the democrat-
ic method of continuing open dis-
cussions on mutual problems, we
recommend that the continuance
of the conference plan of conven-
tion be adopted for the National
organization.

We recommend that the proper
committee take up the matter of
women and juniors voting in the
National organization, D

ORGAMZATION

1. Organization work in all the
states ‘should be done in accord-
ance with the total program of the
Farmers Union—namely, educa-
tion, . legislation, and cooperation,
as adopted as the foundation of
the Farmers Educational and Co-
operative Union of America, and
as amplified by succeeding nation-
al ‘conventions of the organiza-
tion. S

Endorse Organization Schools

2. We recommend the institute
school in organization work now
in successful operation in some of
our states. These schools are held
at ‘the state headquarters follow-
ing state ‘conventions, and are at-
tended by county presidents, coun-
ty secretaries, fieldmen, education-
al directors, and others, and usual-
1y run for a week during which
time the program of the Farmers
Union is presented by qualified
teachers who deal with all phases
of the program, including meth-
ods of organization. :

Following the  state = schools,
county schools are held for: the
benefit of local officers, - junior
leaders, and managers of cooper-
atives. Following = these schools,
county-membership campaigns are
conducted. :

.3.. In our more-active states,
membership building in organiz-
ed territory is carried on by the
medns of - trained organizers, and
wé . recommend this procedure to
all of our organized states.

4. We recommend. that the Edu-
cational Division prepare an or=-
ganization booklet and other: liter-

‘ature to be used in training offi-

cers and ' organizers in. member-
ship building. S

5. We recommend that the Na-
tional board of ‘directors continue
to provide a department of organ-
ization, and that this department
he. authorized to raise a . special
fund to be used solely for organi-
zation work in. states where no
Farmers Union organization now
exists, or where the state organi-
zanigation is so weak that it must
have. help . to get on a self- sus-
taining ‘basis .and asks for such
help.

Would Increase Natiomal Dues

6. We recommend that member-
ship dues in unorganized  states
that the ‘National undertakes to
organize be fixed at not .less than
$3.50 per year. .

7. We recommend a gradual in-
crease .in National dues to a point
where - the National organization
will have adequate finance prop-
erly to. conduct: the work of ‘a
great mational farm organization.
Specifically, we recommend an in-
crease. in the 1942 National dues to
40 cents, and that the increased in-
come from dues be.earmarked for
organization  work.

COOPERATION

We recommend: X

‘That a closer. working relation-
ship ‘be . established between. co-
operatives, whether local or ‘reg-
jonal, and the educational program
of the Farmers Union organiza-
tion. Without such closeness, there
cannot be adequate understanding
of the principles of cooperation or
of the best methods for the pro-
motion, development, and protec-
tion of cooperatives. The greatest
possible degree of coordination be-
tween cooperatives and the par-
ent organization is necessary to
best results for both. Cooperative
conferences should be held when-
ever. possible in connection with
the meetings of county and local
unions. and the National union, in
order that better understanding
and coordination may result.

That closer operating relation-
ships: be credted between local
and regional cooperatives; so that
‘the flow of commodities in coop=
erative channels shall be as nearly
as possible without break between
producer and consumer. Such op-
erating cooperatives. themselves,
will increase their operating effi-
ciency, and' will provide an: im-
proved service for their members.

Oppose Governmental Marketing

That we insistently demand that
farm products acquired by federal
agencies in liquidation of commod-
ity loans shall, when marketed,
be handled through existing mar=
keting facilities, including in par-
ticular those  under
ownership and control, rather than
through the establishment of ‘mar-
keting: mechanisms by the federal
government. ;

That all Farmers Union cooper-
atives build their own capital re-
sources as rapidly as possible, and
that full use be made of available
funds from federal lending ‘agen-
cies -to’ meet financial needs dur-
ing the period of accumulation of
adequate capital and for the hand-
ling of unusual and peak-load re-
quirements. -

. That we insist that the require-
ments of federal lending agencies
in connection with loans to coop-
eratives shall not deny local and
democratic control' of the borrow=
ing cooperatives so long as they

|| shall be operated upon sound bus-

iness - principles.

That Farmers Union organiza-
tions support the development and
expansion of our present cooperax
tive insurance services, so  that
they may more adequately meet
‘the insurance needs of farm peo-
ple, develop cooperative needs of

‘| tarm people, develop cooperative

control’ ‘over substantial pools of
finance, and assist in the growth
and expansion of the entire Far-
mers Union program.

That all Farmers' Union cooper-

cooperative |

of paying the Farmers Union dues
of their members. '

That we seek to secure in ev-
ery state needed legislation de-
signed to prevent discrimination
against cooperatives. 2

That the National Union create
a cooperative research committee
to study and report upon the fol-
lowing:

1. The potential value of cold-
storage locker plants for ~process=
ing and distributing means, fruits,
and vegetables as a means of bring-
ing producer and consumer ef-
fectively together within commu-
nities and between areas. :

2. The possibilities of coopera-
tive medical and hospital services
and sound methods for the estab-
lishment and operation of such
services.

3. The use of marketing agree-
ments, their benefits and defects,
and their ultimate possibilities in
the distribution of . agricultural
commaodities. ;

4. The cost and value of a co-
operative twine plant,

LEGISLATION

1. To provide assurance of full
parity prices, the Farmers Union
income-certificate plan must be
adopted for all commodities for
which it is practicable, and fully
adequate federal payments must be
continued on ‘other commodities
until  permanent, gelf-financing
programs can -be developed - for
them. SHIN 3

2. Further to: provide assurance
of an annual parity income, fed-
eral crop insurance must be ex-
tended to all possible commodities,
and especially to cotton. :

3. To provide assurance of se-
curity in farm homes, the Farmers
Union debt-adjustment bill must
be enacted into'law without com-
promising its provisions for scal-
ing down of debts, for credit at the
cost of the government, and for
keeping the farmer on the farm.

4, To provide an opportunity to
live and to remain on the land to
our millions 'of low-income farm-
‘ers,  funds' must be appropriated
for -a many-fold expansion and ex-
tension of the Farm Security Ad-
ministration.  programs, together
with such further special aids as
are necessary.

Federal Support for Cooperatives

5. To provide the opportunity
for farmers democratically to- or-
ganize themselves for- more-effec-
tive participation in our national
life, the declared intention of Con-
gress toward bona fide farmer co-
operatives must be implemented
with. realistic ' financial support
where necessary, and with empha-
sis and zeal equal to that shown
by the government in promoting
soil conservation. ' Discrimination
against such organizations; either
in- favor of' private-profit enter-
prise. or of government-conducted
operations must be stopped.

6. The health ‘and  strength of
America, including rural America,
must. be fortified by assuring an
adequate diet to every.man, wo-
man and. child in : the -mnation
‘through greatly increased funds
for distributing our farm:surplus-
es to those in need.’

In addition to these six major
needs of American agriculture, we
endorse the following legislative
proposals and administrativé prin-
ciples as needed for the full par-
ticipation of farm people in’ the
‘common defense: :

Oppose Assignment of Benefit

; Payments :

1. Payments to farmers for pre-

servation of our soil and natural

‘| resources shéuld be fully maintain-

ed, but should be made on the bas-
is..of needed conservation practi-
ces, and should be separated from
commodity-income  programs. We-
oppose the assigninent of any pay-
ment made under ‘the various fed-
eral farm  programs, except for
the purpose of paying crop-insur-
ance premiums as provided in
the law. We recommend a reduc-
tion in. minimum size of benefit
payments, and further, increases
in the smallest payments.

2. 'We ‘support the commodity
loan -program, except as elsewhere
noted; the ever-normal inventory
of heeded -supplies, and surplus-
products disposal to foreign mar-
kets. s

3. We urge that milk and its
products be made a basic commod-
ity under the AAA, as provided
for: in. the Farmers Union| dairy
stabilization bill. S

4, We favor. the extension of the
federal sugar program, with ap-
propriate changes to give needed
protection = to  family-sized grow-
ers and field labor. = Selel

5. We favor increased market-
ing information 'services, contin-
ued research for new uses for
farm products, continued efforts
to remove interstate trade barriers,
and the protection of our domestic
market for American  agriculture.

6. We oppose the transfer of the
Farm Credit Administration  away
from ‘its present status within the
Department of Agriculture -to  its
former . position as an’ independ-
ent agency. e

7. We especially urge that appro-
priations for the Farm Security
Administration be made available
to enable low-income farmers to
become members of cooperatives,
thereby both aiding their own re-
habilitation and strengthening the
self-organization of farmers who
need these most. We continue to
support the .government-insured
loan as the most practicable meth-
od of funding a large-scale pro-
gram to make owners out of ten-
ants. : i

8. We shall continue to support
adequate ' appropriations for the
extension of cooperative rural el-
ectrification; ‘ :

9. We wholeheartedly support
legislation to provide federal aid
for rural
especially that cooperative hospi-
tals be approved agencies for se-
curing financial aid. o

10. We shall continug
legislation: or adequate funds for
aiding rural  young people, both
'gl.rough such programs as the NY-

to support

Want Low-Cost Rural Housing

. 11. We favor an appropriate pro-
‘gram of low-cost rural housing to
clear ‘our rural slums, with credit

subsidies . where needed. .
12, We favor old-age pensions,

atives adopt the checKoff system

¢

paid_:fzu'om federal funds, on the

ealth services, urging |

at the cost to the government, and:

basis of age and ! citizenship. We
favor the improvement and ex-
tension of our farm programs.

13, We strongly oppose require-
ments for the payment of poll
taxes as a condition for voting,
whether in local, state, or nation-
al elections, and support federal
legislation to outlaw poll taxes as
a franchise requirement for vot-
ing in federal elections.

14, We reaffirm our position that
federal taxation should be levied
on the basis of the. ability to
pay, as based upon net income,
and are unalterably ' opposed  to
any system of takation not based
on this principle. Since a sales tax
has historically been the method
used to exort revenue from those
least able to pay, we reiterate our
continued and consistent opposi=
tion to that tax. We favor abolish-
ing tax exemption on government
securities,

15. We urge the restoration to
Congress of the power to coin and
regulate the value of money.
Farmers Should Run Farm' Pro-

grams

16. We reaffirm our  position
that the administrative personnel

of federal farm programs should’

be farmers democratically elected
insofar. as legally possible; all
other ' administrative personnel
should be persons who understand,
participate in, and are sympathet-
ic to farm organizations and the
cooperative . movement. -

17. We affirm again that protec-|

tion of the family-sized farm shall
be a constant and primary. policy
and aim in the formulation, am-
endment, and adminstration of all
farm legislation. i
. 18. We are mést vigorously op-
posed to the principles contained
in the Walter-Logan bill, and urge
its defeat. : 3
.19. We reassert our historic po-
sition. as opposed to the sending
of American boys to fight on for-
eign soil, and demand that the
Congress of the United States lim-=
it* military action of this country
to a strictly-defensive policy, de-
dicated only to -the preserva=
tion of our democracy. . ;
Government Marketing
: ; Co-ops J
20. The .Commodity Credit Cor-
poration has accumulated . large
stocks of cotton, corn, and wheat.
In all the federal laws dealing
with warehousing and distribution
of agricultural commodities. Con-
gress has directed -all federal ag-
encies to "use producers’ .cooper=
tive associations wherever practi-
cable. In wanton disregard, the
Commodity Credit Corporation has
entered the field of warehousing

Destroys

'and direct handling of cotton and

corn. It now proposes the. same
operation for wheat. This program
if continued will destroy the co-
oﬁerative associations engaged in
these fields of marketing. ;

We demand that the govern=
ment withdraw - from- the field of

warehousing and marketing agri-,

cultural commodities, Unless this
is done immediately, we shall op-
pose with all our strength any fur-
ther appropriations_for any agen-
cy of the ‘federal government
whose ‘program is_ in direct com-
petition with producer-owned co-
operatives. We solicit the_ald of
organized labor in this fight to
save our coopératives from des-
truction. : ) i
Pledge Support to Labor

21, In the emergencythat 'con-
fronts the common people of Am-
erica at this time, the need for ac-
tive cooperation between organiz-
ed labor and organized agriculture
becomes of “the -greatest import-
ance.

We, therefore, reaffirm our his-

toric position toward organized la-
bor-in-expressing. a continued de-
sire to cooperate with the organ-
ized workers in’ mine, mill and
factory. i il

We “express our deep apprecia-
tion for labor’s support in the Con-
gress of the United tSates. We
organized farmers recognize that
except. for the faithful support of
those: members - of . Congress - who
represent labor  districts, our na-
tional farm program would have
been whitled down or wiped off the

law books of the nation for lack||"

of support in Congress.

Organized, 'labor may count on

the Farmers Union for the fullest
support in the fight for legislative
justice to wageworkers. From this
position we shall not retreat. We
ask labor’s support of our legisla-
tive program. :
‘Undermining Mutual Insurance
‘Whereas, The Home Owners’
Loan Corporation has adopted a
practice of extending loans, and in
said ‘practice. undertakes to. pay

‘both the taxes and. insurance on

the property concerned, and

Whereas, the FHA is in the prac-
tice of making ‘loans on. property
whereby the borrower repays on
installments, which include taxes
and insurance on said property,
and !

Whereas the effect of said prac-
tice excludes. and terminates the
business ‘of mutual fire insurance
companies which have insured said
property, and is to the financial
detriment of both the policyhold-
er and the mutual insurance com-
pany, be it.

Resolved, That the proper fed-
eral officers, including senators and
congressmen be adised of ‘said
practice and urged to do all things
possible to correct said practice,

We Manufacthref-
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g0 that the policyholder ln‘ynﬂmtusi\-lﬂ

| fire insurance companies may be

permitted to elect ‘the approved
insurance company, as he did be-

fore such practice became operas

tive. o :
Commend Protection of Civil
P Liberties iy ;
Be it Resolved That we com-
mend the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties for its ef-
fective aid in securing' the civil
liberties of our Farmerk Union
officers in the south.
To Count Women and Youth
By an amendment to the by-laws
adopted by the convention, wo-
men and youth between 16 and 21
years of age, in the families of

Farmers Union members will here=~

after be counted as members in

‘reporting the membership of Na-

tional Union Representation in Na-
tionals conventions, however, will
still be based on duespaying mem-~
bers.

Another amendment to the by-
laws outline the  procedure by
which the National president may
li;uspend the charter of a state Un-
on, \

A long amendment to the consti-
tution clears up the nature of
the national as a fraternal and
educational organization. The text
of these amendments was not
available when the  convention
closed.

REA RELEASES A FREE
NEW DOCUMENTARY FILM

By DeWitt C. Wing
The' Rural Electrification = Ad-
ministration of the Department has
just. released “Power . and -the
Land,” a 36-minute documentary

film, with an original score and

commentary. Nearly' 2,000 ' farm
families in five eastern Ohio coun-
ties now receive electricity from
their farmer-owned and controlled
cooperative, known as' the Bel-
mont Electric Cooperative, = Inc.,
with headquarters at St. Clairs-
ville, Ohio. “Power and the Land,”
is based. onl one of these families.
(At present the REA has 600 elec-
tric cooperatives serving 600,000
farms in 45 States.) | : :
Production on: “Power and the
Land” film began.in the summer
of 1939 under the U. S. Film Ser-
vice. All photography’ was. com-
pleted in ‘the summer and fall.
Local exhibitors are making their
bookings. Any motion picture thea-
ter in the country can obtain the
film on request to Radio-Keith-Or-
pheum ‘at no. expense. other than
shipping charges. -
“Power and the Land,” produc=
ed for the REA, was directed by
Joris Ivens; the poet Stephen Vin-
cent Benet did the’ commentary,
Douglas Moore the music, Floyd
Crosby and Arthur Ormitz the
photography, ‘Edwin Locke the
script, and William P. Adams the
narrative. In’ various capacities

eleven other persons participated

in: creating the film. With a cast
of real farm people—the William
Parkinson family and‘other mem-
bers of the Belmont: Electric Coop-
erative, = Inc.,—“Power ' and -the
Land” depicts two typical days of
the dawn-to-dusk activities on an
American ‘farm. Mother, father,
children and farm . animals are
shown' at- ‘work through the ‘day.
Antiquated equipment on the av-
erage farm ‘is pictured in com-
parison with ordinary comforts of
iife and -efficiency of work in the
city. Mr. Brent’'s commentary says:
“The long day’s work begins.
It’s from dawn’ to dusk, and after.
That's the way things are on the
farm: ..t :
. As the sun rises, the picture op-
ens, and pastoral music. sets. the
mood as the farm wakes up. Before
the camera lens, the day’s work be-
gins and continues. through until
dark. The mother pumps water

each amendment.

Instructions

" REFERENDUM BALLOT "

 The following amendments to the constitution and by-laws of the
Kansas Farmers Union were approved by the delegates at the state conven-
tion in Parsons, Kansas, November 1, 1940, and are hereby submitted to
the membership for their approval or rejection. e :
; These amendments should be voted on immediately, by the Local
Unions, and returns forwarded to Rex Troutman, State Secretary, Salina,
not later than January 1, 1941.
The total number of votes F

OR, and the total number of votes
AGAINST each amendm

ent must be recorded in the squares at the right of

THE KANSAS UNION FARMER

Amendment No. 1

tation.”

Page 7, same division and article as above
To amend by striking out the following:
(line 4) “and chartered cooperative association.”

Page 6, Division B, Article 1, Section 2 (Election of Delegates). To
amend by striking out the following: “Each chartered Cooperative
Business Association conducted in the name of the Farmers Union, For
providing such associations must have at least 51 per cent of all

. stockholders in good standing as paid up members in the Kansas
Farmers Union, and in conformity with regulations and condition
prescribed by the Board of Directors of the State Union shall be
entitled to one delegate to the State Union, who shall be appointed

by the Board of Directors of the Association eligible to represen-

Votes

o

. Amendment No. 2—Dues

Page 35, Division C, Article 4, Section 1, Lin
_as follows: “The dues of the adult male mem

as follows: 80c to the local union, 15¢ to the county union, 75 cents Fop

to the publishing account: of the Kansas Union Farmer, 30 cents

to the National Union and 75 cents to the State Union ...."”

e 4. To amend to read .
bers shall be divided Votes

Page 35, line 10, to amend to read as follows; “The State Secretary-
treasurer shall remit quarterly to the National Secretary-Treasurer
30 cents and to the County Secretary-Treasurer 15 cents for each No
adult male member as such annual dues are received by him.” |

4]

Votes

Amemlment No. 3

Page 38, Division D, Article 1, Section 1. To amend to read as fol-
Jows: A County Union may be instituted in any county having not
fewer than: three chartered Local Unions with a total membership yoteg
of not less than sixty members. After a...."” yuee

Votes
For

No

Locz_zl, Number

The above is a true and correct return of the vote of. ...ccceccccessscsomascsscsm

: ‘ Vvieresesessesss.County, Kansas, on the
proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Kansas Farmers Union.

Local President

Local Secretary -

from the well and starts the wood

stove, preparing for her day’s
cooking.. The = father- cuts -corn,
while his two oldest sons work to-
gether in the hot sun of the alfal-
fa hayfield. At night, around the
oil lamp, the children do home-
work, the mother knits socks. In
the barn the father and older son
sharpen corn knives on a ' grind-
stone for tomorrow’s’ work, Nei-
ghbor men the next day help the
Parkinsons cut corn. As they go
to dinner they talk of their need
for electricity. Discussing the fact
that the REA. will help -them get
power and . light, they decide to

hold a meeting. Finally they or-
ganize a cooperative unit among
themselves. Linemen hoist power-
line poles, bringing power' from
the city. They install lights, re-
frigerators, washing machines,
stoves, “water pumps, radios and
motors ‘to .turn grindstones and
feed mills. Many' other devices are
obtained—a new shower bath, for
instance.

Members of the family ‘sit down
at a meal brought from a new elec-
tric stove, Close-ups reveal in
their faces deep thankfulness for
the modern way of living brought
by electricity. . Parkinson and his

sons, aocording to' their neighbors,
are ‘“‘progressive, independent and
reasonably prosperous.”

Initiated and completed through
the efforts of farmers themselves;:
the Belmont organization was pers=
manently established in February,
1938 and in’1939 and: 1940 approxi=
mately = 450 ‘ miles of = line were
completed: serving 1,282 members,
while another 500 farms were wait»
ing to be served as soon as exten-
sions could be built. Belmont mem-
bers average about 50 kilowatts
hours of electric energy per month,,
and the average use is constantly .
increasing. BT :

SELIG’S

-

Pr;)fbct you‘t

kills 'em.

)

"~ The Insect Hordes

. are advancing in never-ending waves.
Don'’t let them get the upper hand. Your
grain and finished products are too

precious to be tossed to the ravenous
pests. Stop their advance by firing

~ APPROVED BY MUTUAL
FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

For controlling insect infestation in
stored grain in
similar storage places. i
used for this purpose by many of the
largest millers in the country. kg

bins, elevators, and
Grainfume is

grain with Selig’s Grain--
fume. Kill insects
with Grainfume. Grainfume really

in second-hand bags
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See Your Local _Mq’rs- Uniq;i Dealer
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