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PREFACE

This study was undertaken knowing full well that there were
few documentary sources of information about the Mexican ethnic
group in Kansas. The writer appealed to wvarious agencies in the
State, but found that little information was available that might
shed light upon the subject. Consequently, numerous Mexican Amer-
icans were interviewed in order to gain information and historical
facts about the Mexican pecople themselves. This method of gaining
information might be questioned by some observers because of the
possible biased attitudes of the Mexican Americans and their edu-
cation, or lack of it. Yet, much of this data was screened and
substantiated, wherever possible., It should also be remembered
that in the pursuit of information about many minority or ethnic
groups, source material is extremely scarce, and therefore, all
possible avenues of inquiry must be explored.

No deliberate effort was made in this study to compare the
Mexican ethnic group with other nationaiity or ethnic groups. But
where appropriate in order to clarify, attempts were made to dif-
ferentiate between members of-this ethnic group in Kansas and those
in other geographical regions of the United Stateé.

I also wish to take this space to thank all those who have
been of assistance in the preparation and writing of this thesis.
The staff of the Kansas State Historical Society deserves special
thanks for its help in making newspaper collections and census data
available, and the Kansas State University Interlibrary Loan Depart-
ment merits praise in obtaining source material.

I extend ny appreciation to Dr. Homer Socolofsky and menbors

of my committee who provided guidance and advice which was helpful



during the course of this project. I also wish to express my
gratitude to the Mexican American community in Kansas, especially
those who welcomed me into their homes and were kind enough to
respond to my guestions.

Acknowledgement and appreciation are expressed to my family
who was understanding and thoughtful while this study was in

progress.
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INTRODUCTION
The aims of this thesis are twofold, Since the location of
Mexican settlements in Kansas has been determined by their occu-

pation, the first and major portion of this thesis (a general

survey) will deal with Mexicans in Kansas until about 1940, This

section will be in terms of the first generation immigrant olmost

o s T 1 W i e S 1

zclusively and point to its origins, distribution and occupations,
Until Yorld Yar IT lexicans were largely confined to railrxoad con-
struction and maintenance, meat-packing, salt and sugar beet pro-
duction.

The latter section of the thesis will present a study on the
Hexican ethnic group in Topeka, Kansas. Here an analysis will be
made of the economic and social climate which either retarded or
stimulated advancenert. To what extent social mobility has been
exhibited will be the prime emphasis of this section, and it will
include post World War II data.

The term lexican, as used in this paper, refers to persons with
Spanish surnames who come from Spanish-speaking parentage. As might
be expected, the term also means a person born in liexico and a child
or grandchild or later descendants of such an immigrant. In speak-
ing of the southwest the word Anglo is here employed to refer to
anyone who is not a Spanish-speaker or an Indian. Hispano or Spanish
American is used in describing those persons whose ancestors have
lived in the southwestern region for 300 or more years, The term
Mexican American is employed for the period of World War II and the
post-war period; when many became naturalized citizens, All these
terms are used without emotional connotations.

Most of the studies on the liexican ethnic group have been under-

taken in the ~American southwest and California whera the largest
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2
concentrations of this groun reside, The literature that deals with
the Hexican in the lidwest, and Kansas in particular, is extremely
limited., In terns of the arrival of other immicrant groups, the
lexxicons were the latest stock to arrive in Kansas.1 Only recently
has there been a revival of interest in the life of the llexican in
the United States. By virtue of its size, social position and
dynanic character this minorityv group merits detailed and compre-
hensive study., It is for this purpose that this study was under-
taken,

Topekea was the site selected for the social mobility regearch.
This community has lonc keen noted for its connection with the rail-

, an industry which wos instrumental in hkringing iexican labor
to the State of Kansas. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
in particular was conspicuous in the development and growth of this
city. Track lines of the Santa Fe Railroad traverse this community,
and a large railroad shop is also a physiéal feature of this city.
Any study of the Mexican ethnic group must include its role in the
building and maintenance of the railroads in the Southwestern and
Midwestern sections of the United States.2

Though Mexican communities are established in other cities of
Kansas, it was felt that this city would be representative of other

cities in Kansas where railroad employment was widespread that have

a Hexican population, Again, the selection of Topeka was partially

1 ; . ; . -
“J. i'eale Cagrman, "Forelign Language Units in Ilensgs," Veol. 1L,

(unmublished manuscrint at the University of Kensas and the Kansas

Historical Society, Towneka, Kansas), n. 215; John D. Bright, ed.,

Kansas: The First Century, Vol. I, (Hew York, 1956), p. 3G6.

7 o) . %% i . s e o R P .
"f"’“'?"' iy T ‘r_‘ Tl es : e ey ( T eyl . i ) ,,»" e ‘1‘._.,..:.,:‘1,437.

comoany, 1844), pr, 223-2Z4,



3
chosen because of the limited available time and energy in collect-
ing data, the proximity, and most importantly, the fact that this
city received an influx of Hexican immigrants in the first two
cdecades of the twentieth century. Consecuently, this city developed
a sizable colony of lexicans who have remained fairly stable in
population to the present period.

As the Mexican ¢gained permanent residence in the Midwest he
was obliged to make comple:x adjustments to the economic and social
patterns of the American urban culture, The nature of this trans-
formation and the processes of adjustment are largely unstudied.

The growth and stability of the Mexican pepulation in the city of
Topeka seemed a promising setting for research of the lMexican
ethnic croup.

Unfortunately, few written records have been left or maintained
in the Hexican ethnic communities. Uritten testimony by lexicans is
rare, ovwing to the fact that the majority of lMexicans have heen and
continued to b+ until very recently, extensively illiterate,3 but
one source of ‘nformation about the economic and social condition
of the Mexican is the Decennial Census of the State of Kansas, This
Census, which was last taken in 1925, provides data on the entire
population of s community: occupation, place of birth, literacy,
pronerty holdings and other useful information., These facts surple-
mented by contemnorary newspapers, local parish and school records
make it possible to delineate the differences between the two cener-
ations studied. To supplement this data, specific information was

obtained from interviews with wvarious members of the Mexican American

“Josevh lavarro, "Fhe llexican-imerican and History," The
Journol of lerican~imerican History I (Fall, 1970), p. 44,
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communities, From this nrimarv material it was possikle to cstab-
lish the social and econonic rosition of the llerrican.

Particular attention has heen paid to social and occuvational
mobility of various immigrant croups in the United States., The
major sources of such mobility appear to be interrelated nrocesses
of industrialization, urbanization and migratioﬁ.é Though these
processes cannot be separated entirely, it is possible to demon-
strate how the llexican ethnic group was affected hy the industrial
and urban society of the United Stotes,

Since the Immigration Cuota Zcts of 1921 and the National
Origins Act of 1924 slowed the influ: of immigrants from EZuropean
countries, diplbmatic and economic circumstances allowed a free
flow of llexican labor. The bulk of the Mexican population thus
represents part of an immigration pattern formerly dominated by
Furopeans. Just as the demand for cheap unskilled labor had drawn
the Duropean peasants to the cities of the East and North, expansion
and specialization in both agriculture and industrv in the American
southwest attracted inerpensive and mobile lahor. The lexican peon
was the labor supply to £ill these necds. Internal Mexican vnoliti-
cal and econonic conditions served as expulsive forces conplimenting
the economic resulrements of the Southwest,

The Mexican first underwent a transition from a rural necasant
to 2 migrant laborer. ‘hen the Easterﬁ ond Midwestern cities
begen to exhoaust their cheap lalkor resources, they wvere forced to

(o 4.

of thé Southwest and Hexieo. Thus,

o
5]

draw upon the labor rescrv

the lerdcan becan the transition from a micrant labor Lo an urnan

CSevoour ., Linget and Reinhard Bendi:, Social Mobilityv in
Indmstrial Scociety (Derikeley, 1954), p. 204,




industrial worker.

The economic and social situation of the Mexican immigrant in
the first three decades of this century was gualitatively different
from that which existed before 1900. . Generally, the European
immigrant

entered the life of the United States at a status
equal to that of the older resident. So far as

law and the formal institutions of the nation were
concerned, the newcomers were one with those long
settled in the Wew World. The immigrants could not
impose theilr own ways upon society:; but neither
were they constrained to conform to those already
established. To a significant degree, .the newest
Americans had a wide realm of choice,

By the time the Mexican peon contacted the midwestern urban
area and found it expedient or desirable to remain there, the class
and economic structure had taken on more rigid social and economic
characteristics: fluidity and rapid expansion had been appreciably
slowed. The peon from rural Mexico was abruptly recast as an urban
laborer,

The Mexican worker had his genesis in a rural peasant culture
with scant contact with traditional stabilizing forces. He was in
but not of the American culture, Constantly in search of employ-
ment, and outside normal acculturation, the "American style of
life" remained largely unknown to him,

The HMexicans' traditional habits, customs and culture were
subject to modification over a period of time in the United States.
Their peasant background in lexico and migratory employment in the

American southwest meant that family, education, religion, economic,

housing and other cultural patterns would undergo a transformation

-
“Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted (Boston: Little, Brown and Co.,
1951), p. 5.
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over several generations. The social and cultural structures of
the liexican ethnic group has undergone modifications as may be
seen by a comparison of the migrant generation and their progeni-
tors,

There can be little doubt that the Mexican immigrant experi-
enced frustration, disappointment and criticism in his adjustment
to the industrial and urbanized society in the United States.
Unlike the European immigrant whom he often replaced in industrial
and agricultural employment, his adjustment had just begun. Cne
of the pioneering scholars in immigration history noted in the
1930's that the “"problem of the European immigrant" had disappeared
by the immigrants' constant adjustment to American society.6 The
enactment of the guota laws in 1924 and depression in the same
decade cut off the Atlantic immigration drastically, and conseguently,
these immigrants "ceased to be a problem."7 Replacing the European
immigrant was the Mexican whose efforts at accommodation and con-
cilation conjured up feelings of hostility for those with whom the
Mexican came in contact,

Many problems of adjustment for the first generation immigrants
were passed on to their offspring. Language, religion, customs and
family life could hardly be modified because their honme had been
moved two thousand miles northward., The gap between the genera-
tions widened as sons and daughters failed to conform to their
parents dictates. LEssentially the problem of the second generation

"was that of inhabiting the world of their parents and the world of

6 . . ;
Marcus L, Hansen, "The Problem of the Third Generation
Teedgrard, ® Euguekans Uishordeal Socioby Publienbiens (1832), =, 109,

7Ibid., p. 107,
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American cultures; on age-old problem much the same as encountered

by earlier non-nglish speaking immigrants.



CHAPTER I
HNISTORICAL DACKGROUND OF THE MEXICAN IIT THE UNITED STATE

Although itinerant Hexicans were. found in Kansas before 1900,
few Mexican families settled in the State until the twentieth
century. As late as 1900 imnmigrant lMexicans were seldom found

1

more than a hundred miles from the Mexican-American border, hbut
by 1908 the distribution of Mexicans was far more widespread.l At
the end of the first decade of this century unskilled Mexican
laborers could be found as far east as Chicago and as far north as
yoming and San Francisco.2 IThis widespread distribution which
resulted in an increase of the lexican population in Kansas fron
71 in 1900 to 8,429 in 1910.can be attributed not only to conditions
in Mexico but also to those in the United States.3

The differences in the economic development of two countries
which are closely related to one another by a lengthy common border
are necessary conditions for substantial population movements
between them. In the case of Mexico and the United States, although
such conditions were present for some time, major migration between
them did not take place until the twentieth century. There are
two reasons for this delay. TFirst, the Mexican society was not
conducive to large demographic movements until the railroad system

was developed to link Mexico with the world market, which was

Yictor s. Clark, "Mexican Labor in the United States,"
Bulletin of the Bureau of Laboxr, XVII, (1908), p. 466.

21hid,

Hanuel Tanie, Hanican Imbdgration to the United Sitotes (Hew
e dboest AR R ok LY

York: Arno Press, 1963), p. 24.
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accomplished about the end of the nineteenth century.4 Also, the
demands of the American economy, at various stages of development,
was satisfied by the historic pattern of Buropean immigration.

The developing demand for labor in the United States coincided
with the availibility of Mexican migrants who arrived in largest
numbers between 1900 and 1930. Thus, Mexican immigration into the
United States was fundamentally an economic phenomenon, "the auto-
matic result of increasing demand for labor in the one country and
available supply of laborers in the other.”5 Immigration was not
only attrﬁggg§myguﬁbe‘Unitgd ?tatgs but was likewise propelled by
conditions in Mexico. B

The most constant propelling force appears t; be the "chronic
economic misery of the lower classes that make up the bulk of the
population.”6 These classés were completely dominated by the
Spaniards for three centuries, and were then controlled by a greedy
clergy who imposed the Inguisition until it was abolished early in
the nineteenth century. The Inguisition placed in the hands of the
Catholic hierarchy a powerful weapon. This was a vital factor in
enabling the Church to amass vast wealth and secure all sorts of
special privileges.7 The net result of this exploitation, coupled
with a feudal economic system, produced mass debt peonage in Mexico.

Though peonage rested solely upon custom rather than legal sanction,

4prank Tannenbaum, The Mexican Agrarian Revolution (New York:
1928), p. 24.

SGamio, p. 30.

®1pid., p. 35.

"Arturo M. Tlias, The Mevican Peonle and the Church (ieu
York: n.d.1, p. 8.
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the peon was bound in debt to the large estates in Mexico until he
escaped this relationship by sacrifices -- such as the sale of
_ livestock or crops or by loans of money from a patron or relative.
It was the members of this class who most freguently left HMHexico
and immigrated to the United States,

These immigrants were predominately the déscendents of the
Indian tribes whose highly developed civilizations were so dis-
rupted by the Spanish invasion that they retained only vestiges of
their former culture, which was replaced by a peon culture largely
based on agriculture., Only a small proportion of the population
of lexico was of European origin and few of this group migrated.
The physical characteristics of the mestizo population, which rep-
resented sixty percent of the population of Mexico in 1921,8
resulted through intermarriage between the native Indian races in
Mexico and the Spanish population. The mestizos physical features
are primarily Indian. These features and dark color of their skin
point to a high degree of ethnic visibility when set down in the
United States,

Not only was the immigration selective in terms of the mestizo
class, but immigrants came in largest numbers from the Central
Plateau region of liexico. This region comprised the group of states
northwest of the Valley of Mexico. It was in the states of Jalisco,
Michoacén, Guenajuato, Zacatecas and Aguas calientes that the agri-
cultural situation was most unfavorable to the peon,9 even though

this area was the most fertile and densely populated region of

8 . : . . .
Paul S. Taylor, Mexican Labor in the United States: HMigration
Shrtindion | Deshelepy University of Caldformia, 1948},

9Gamio, p. 35.
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Hexico. Here the peon was submerged in indebtedness and lived a
life of misery that bordered on starvation, There was little wonder
why the lexican in this region looked northward for better and more
secure employment with more remunerative wages offered,

Wage differentials, especially common lakor, were so great
between the two countries, that many persons could make more money
by working three months in the United States than in a whole year
in Hexico. lage rates before the Revolution in 1910 were as low as
twenty-five cents a day with little hope of advancement.lo Inter-
woven with this purely economic advantage was family attraction,
most commonly observable in cases where a successful immigrant urged
other members of his family to journey north to share in the great
opportunities.

The expulsive forces in Mexico were more varied and less sig-
nificant. They include political disorders, religious disturbances,
grinding poverty and the tremendous obstacles the Mexicans encoun-
tered in attempting to advance themselves. These forces coincided
with periods of prosperity and high wages for labor in the United
States and, therefore, are difficult to measure. Most important
of these forces were the internal political disturbances.

The violence of the Mexican revolutionary movements provided
an additional incentive to migrate, As the railroads linked the
two countries, lexican immigrants found they preferfed the freedom
and opportunity in the'Uﬁiﬁéd”gféfés;Wﬂégﬁe;liéfiuénéed by American
workers, agitated for reforms to improve the economic and social
position of the peon in Mexico. When these desired reforms were

not forthcoming, a series of revolutions ensued, developing from

10155a., pp. 159-163.
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north to south, from the direction of their United States source.ll
The Revolution that erupted in 1910 lasted for anprovlmately seven
yeargllz and during this time many peonle left MEKICO as they grew
tired of such widespread disorder and uncertainty. Furthermore,
times were hard in Mexico and employment was scarce, a situation
"that caused hundreds of thousands to cross over into the United
States to engage in seasonal labor or to establish themselves
permanently.“l3

Though the bulk of this movement was to the border states
adjdining Mexlico, many migrants moved northward into the eastern
and midwestern states to f£ill the demand for unskilled labor,
Facilitating this northward migration was the railroad which had
developed slowly in Hexico because of the revolutions prior to
1877 and the diplomatic rifts between Mexico and the United States.
The discovery of gold in California sent the tide of immigrants
elsewhere, further contributing to the late introduction of the
railroad to Mexico. However, once begun, the railways in Mexico
grew rapidly.

Needing unskilled labor for their construction and maintenance,
the lexican railways drew upon the agricultural population along
the lines. After this source of labor was exhausted, they drew
14

upon the workers of the more populous regions of Central Mexico.

This constant movement of labor northward inside of Mexico itself

e Howard ¥, Cline, Mexico: Revolution to Evolution, 1940-1960
(Wew York' 1963) D« 24.

lZMary Williams, The People and Politics of Latin America
(New York: 1945), p. 501.

Y
““Clark, p. 470,

1 hid.
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supplied the growing demands of the less developed states, and this
supply was ultimately absorbed by the still more exigent demand --
as expressed in wage rates -- of the border states of the United
States. CExamples of this movement are evident in the statements
of officials of the MNational Railroad of Mexico. In 1907 it was
noted that "about 1,500 laborers had been brought north to work on
the upper section of the road, but practically all of them had

15 there was

ultimately crossed over into Texas," Besides this,
doubtless some recruiting, direct or indirect, by the represent-
atives of American employment agencies and business concerns. The
contract labor and immigration laws of the United States were
designed to apﬁly to seaports and to overseas immigrants, therefore,
these provisions were not difficult to evade, because they were so
inapplicable to conditions on the lexican border.

It is difficult to ascertain precisely how many Mexicans came
to the United States in the period from 1900 to 1930 but it is
génerally agreed that the number was in excess of a million.16
Prior to 1900, the Mexican who immigrated.settled in the American
southwest, and nine-tenths of the post-1900 immigrants also settled
in this region. The rapid increase of Hexican immigrants in the
border states and as far away as Kansas, can be seen in the follow-

ing table.l7

1544,

Oucuilliams, p. 163.

~
1 U.S. Bureau of Census
1930: Tovlation Vel. IT, I

Fifteenth Census of the United States,

26
B e

L

’



14

TABLL 1

POPULATION OF HMZXICANS IN FIVE
SOUTIIMMESTERY STATES AND KANSAS

1500 1916 1920 1930
Arizona 14,171 29,987 61,580 114,173
California 8,086 33,694 88,881 368,013
Colorado 274 25002 11,037 57,676
Hew Mexico 6,640 11,918 20,272 59,340
Texas 71,062 125,016 251, 827 683,681
Kansas 71 8,429 13,770 22,500

“Hector Franco, "Mexicans in the State of Kansas," Unpublished
Master's thesis, (Wichita State University, 1950), p. 53.

On the national level, it is estimated that the Mexican pop-
ulation in the United States by 1930 was just uhder 1.5 million
when one includes the illegal immigration figures.l8 Arriving in
poverty, unable to speak English, and facing the anti-Mexican

19 . .
the Mexican was at a dis-

prejudice engendered decades before,
advantage and greatly in need of assistance upon his arrival in
the United States.

The attitude of Americans in the southwest toward the lexican
that arrived after 1900 had long been established. In retrospect
one sees the Anglo pushing westward into what was to become the

State of Texas as early as 1822, These Anglos who eventually

Aominated the southwest were unsympnathetic toward Mexican culture.

18Manuel Servin, "The Pre-ilorld ilar II Mexican-American: An
Interpretation,” California Historical Society Quarterly XXXXV,
(December, 1956}, p. 327.

1.0

Liuic

vy 10Pe it LT
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In general the attitude of the Anglo settlers toward the pcople of
the conquered territory which had belonged to the Republic of
Mexico until 1848 was hostile, Former lexican citizens vere
treated as aliens in a land which had been their own,

As the number of Anglos in this region increased, liexicans
became ever smaller a minority proportion of the population, They
thought; spoke, dressed, acted and had all the anatomical charac-
teristics of the defeated Mexicans, Were they not still "ilexicans"
from the point of view of Anglos even though they were United States
citizens by virtue of the military defeat and treaties that gave
soverelgnty to the United States? The Mexican minority could be
viewed as the deviants against whom all manner of aggressions could
be unloaded. Unfortunately such attitudes often existed.

The conseguent development of the southwest after 1848 points
to the rapid changeover of personal land ownership in the area from
Mexican to Anglo hands, the relative decline in Mexican population,
and their rapid decline in social status. By 1900 most were inde-
pendent, non-landed, low wage, employee positions. lMexicans
became almost a caste at the bottom of the social structure,

The wave of post-1900 migrants from Mexico were incorporated
into an already thoroughly structured, thoroughly defined, social
situation., They were summarily treated according to established
social practices and expectations as members of a lower caste.

Groups which could have given assistance to the post-1900
HMexican immigrant offered no.heip. The SpanishfspeakingMaxistoc—
racy and the Roman Catholic Church did little to lessen the plight
of the Mexican immigrant. The former not only ignored but dispised

the immigrant, while the clergy, aside from building churches, did
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little to aid materially or sccially.zo

Occupationally, they became concentrated in those industries
~which vere vital to the economic development of the southwest.
Their story can largely be told in terms of menial labor in truck
farming, cotton and sugar beet production and on the railroads.

Although the mechanization of farming tended to reduce the
labor necessary in American agriculture, this was not the case in
the southwest. It was noted that "cotton . . . reguires much hand
labor; and the increase in truck gardening, the shutdown of Eurcpean
immigration, and the immigration of the Negro to industrial centers

n2l This labor became a tool to he

have created a need for labor,
exploited under the supervision of the southwestern farmer and
cotton growers. These growers had recruited labor from Mexico
whenever they needed it and became firmly convinced that they had
vested rights in this “cheap" labor,

The employment of Mexican laborers in the sugar beet industry
also points to their exploitation by American employers. The
enmployment of lMexican laborers in mass numbers as early as 1916
forced many Luropean immigrant laborers out of work,., The efforts
of the lMewican in this industry reveals a picture of low earnings,
poor health, miserable housing conditions, widespread use of child
labor, nuch sickness and disease.22

Also in the railroad industry exploitation of Mexican laborers

‘was rampant. The prevaliling wage for section hands in the southwest

2O1pic., p. 25.

2 : .
l&ax S. Handman, "Iconomic Reasons for the Coming of the

rican Jourxrol of Sociologv, X (Mowonthar
il T il D e il cSaile el i s et L

L3

orican T“Hiﬁfaﬁty” e
1828~1934) ; . BUL,
22

McWilliams, p. 180,
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was o dollar a day -- considerably bclow the rate paid for similar
labor on the midwestern and eastern lines.23 As eagix as 1880 and

e e

as recent as Vorld Var II Nexican labor "made up seventy per.cent

B, e AT
et i D et e S e ,m“.,.,n-mwmu"‘“'

of the extra gangs on the principal southwestern lines which
regularly employed between 35,000 and 50,000 workmen in these
categories.“z4

The railroads stimulated immigration because many HHexicans
vere eager to earn the $1.00 a day wages of the time, as this
represented a considerable increase over what they earned in Hexico.
Since section and maintenance work was seasonal, there was a high
turnover. 1In off-seasons, the workers sought other jobs. The
railroads were then forced actively to recruit replacements as they
reluctantly fed workers to other industries.

As the southwest grew, the railroads expanded and aided further
growth. The peak came in 19212 as lMexicans also worked the lines of
Colorado, Uyoming, Utah and the states of the Pacific NNorthwest.

In the southwest, communities often grew along the rail lines. In
other areas of the country the Mexican railroad laborer character-
istically settled along the tracks, on the fringe of an urban area.
Built largely by liexzicans along routes first explored and mapped
by Spanish-speaking people, the railroads in the southwestern por-
tion of the United States have been maintained by HMHexican labor
from the first decade of the twentieth century almost to the
present period.

In perspective one sees that the llexicans were unaided by

their own group and unable to obtain work in their previous

““Ibid., p. 169.

A
221pid., p. 168.
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occupations. In most instances these immigrants were forced to
take the lowest-paying jobhs as well as the hardest manual work.

In the agricultural areas of Texas, Colorado, and California they
became neglected, underpaid, and exploited migratory workers. In
the north-central areas of the nation they performed various forms
of low-paid unskilled labor. In Chicago and the Calumet area, for

example, they worked on the rallroad sectlons and in the meat-

packlng plants. In Minnesota they vorheo in the sugar beet industry.
And as far removed as Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, they became unskilled
steel workers. Thus, were the Mexicans consciously relegated to
the low 5t worklﬁg poglt101.25h Tﬁe cla;31ca1'example ofw;ﬁch a
policy was best expressed by an executive in the Chicago and Calumet
area who bluntly stated the hiring policy found in the area: "Ve
use no lexicans, e have more refined work and have not had to
resort to greasers. They [pther industrieé] use them for rough
ﬁork and around blast furnaces.“26

From all indications it is quite apparent that on the national
level the first generation HMexicans were beginning their existence
in the United States at the lowest rung of the socio-economic scale,
What were the social and economic conditions in the midwestern State
of Kansas that the first Mexican immigrants faced? More importantly,

the guestion to be asked is how well and to what extent were the

members of this ethnic group able to adjust to the comple:z economic

25Paul S. Taylor, Liexican Labor in the United States (Berkeley:
University of California, 1928-1932)., Dates of these publications
range from 1928 to 1932 and show vividly the work the Mexican
performed and the conditions which he worked under,

26.. )

Paul S, Uavlor, Eosicon hobor in the United ftatcar Chignoo

and tho Calunect ’eq1on (der cley Unlverulty of California
Publiceations in Beoneomies, 1932), Vel. Y11, p. 80,
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and social patterns in the cities of Kansas where llexicans settled,
First, though, mention will be made of the sources and motives of

_the Mexican immigrant.



CHAPTER IX

IMMIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT: KANSAS
SOURCES AND MOTIVES OF IMMIGRATION
Mexicans in ansas were few in number until after 1900, The

most apparent reason for their absence was_ the dlstance from the

—— R ey, o
T TR

Mexican-American border region, and the unwllllngness of those in
the southwest to venture bcyond an area where thelr cultuxal and
family ties were stlongest It has freguently been noted that the
largest influx of Mex1can immigrants came into the United States
after the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution and the implementation
of the WNational Quota Acts of 1921 and 1924 which restricted the
flow of European immigrants,l but this was hardly the case for the
State of Kansas. Hearly as many Mexican immigrants arrived in
Kansas in the third decade of the twentieth century as those
coming in the initial decade.2

The origins of the Mexican immigrant in Kansas was not unlike
the origins of the general population of the Mexicans in the United

States. While it is true that the largest percentage of Mexicans

came from the Central desa reglon northwe t of hex1co Clty, many

et i e

came from the northern states of Aehlco. Yet others 1mm1grated
from the southwestern bordcr states of Te/as Hew Mexico and
Arizona, but the fewest numbers came from the states souLh of

Mekico City.3 The reasons for the lack of immigration from the

larthur F. Corwin, "Mexican Emigration History, 1900-1970,
(paper read at the American Historical Association annual meeting,

December, 1971 in Few York), p. 5.
220@ Taxla X, = 14,
3

Clark, p. 468; Gamio, p. 19-21; Domingo Ricart, "Just

f
Across the Tracks," (unpublished manuscript at the University of

Kansas ond the Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas),
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latter region were the relatively high wages paid tropical plan-
tation labor, greater distance and less direct communication.

{ lMany of the Mexicans who came to Kansas in the first three
decacdes of this century were from the Central lesa region oﬁ the
northern and middle states of lMexico. Théy.jumped ffég the inte-
rior of Mexico to the interior of the United States, literally
passing through and beyond their compatriots from the Mexican
northern border states who had made the shorter migrétion to an
adjacent area.

The states most freguently mentioned by first generation
immigrants as their native state in Mexico are Gugnﬁggito, Jalisco
and Michoécan.4 Other states in Mexico mentionéd as place of o
residence prior to immigration include ??gaﬁggas, Durango, Huevo

e

/ y
Leon, Aguascalientes

. i s 4 ) .
, Chihuahua, San Luis Potosi, Coahuila and

the Federal District.5 This is not to say that Mexicans did not
come from other states in lMexico, but there can be little doubt
that the majority of the first immigrants in Kansas came fron
north and west of Mexico City.

It is more difficult to determine to what extent Mexicans
came directly from Mexico or spent time in other regions of the
United States prior to coming to Kansas., In Emporia, data from
the 1915 census indicated that for the Hexicans who were not born

in Kansas, the last previous residence was distributed as follous:

4
Carman, vel. 3, p. 886~1105; Franco, p. 35, and personal
interviews by author with 31 lMexican Americans from 1970-15972.

S1pid,
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liexico 24, Colorado 1, Iowa 7, Hew Mexico 2 and Texas 78.6 54|
contrast, similar data for Topeka indicates that a large majority

~of the immigrants came directly from their homeland in Mexico.?
TABLLE 2

LAST PREVIOUS RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES OF
252 MEXICANS WHO ULRE LIVING IN THEZ CITIES OF
TOPEKA, HUTCHINSOWN, AND EMPORIA IN 1925,
CLASSIFIED BY STATE,.

Percent
State Number ' by

States
Texas 112 44,4
New Mexico 32 12.8
Arizona 24 8.5
Colorado 20 7.9
Nebraska 12 4,7
Missouri 11 4,3
Iowa : 9 35
Oklahoma 8 3.1
Wisconsin 5 1.9
Minnesota 4 1.5
California 2 0.7
Hyoming 2 0.7
Indiana 1 a,3
Arkansas 1 0.3
Utah 1 0.3
Michigan & 0.3
Illinois 1 0.3
Unknown 6 2.3

9state of Kansas, Decennial Census of the State of Kansas

1925, Topeka, Vols., 211-213, Emporia, Vol. 127, Hutchinson, Vols.
178-172% :

6

1915 Decennial Census, Imporia

7Peter Farle, "The Mexicans of Topeka," (unpublished typescript
in the possession of J. MNeale Carman, University of Kansas: Lawrence,
Kansas), p. 3, 1953. The census data on all the Mexican colonies in
Kansas is far from complete and it is therefore difficult to gener-
alize on what ncrconuaqo for a qlvon Derlod came directly from HMex-—
few, & oserddad DSowees Bigie o cerived MrEh dhe Biring policicy Ol
the Santa e Railroad who rollcd larqely upon supply companies in Il
Paso: unfortunately these records have not beéen located within the
Santa I'e system.
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i'It was not an unusual phenomenon for entire villages to be-
come depopulated as lexicans emigrated from Me}:ico.8 A large por-
tion of Topecka's llexican colony originated from the village of
Silao, Guanajuato, in 1807, and other evidence suggests group
departures from HMHexico, Hexican families in Garden City and Lyons
had known one another in MHexico as neighbors.9 A study conducted
in the 1920's in Topeka estimated that at least 80 percent of a
then llexican population of over 800 came from the State of

.0 . o :
L Yet, the vast majority of immigrants £from Me:xico

Guanajuato.
who arrived in Kansas probably came in small groups (enganches)
or as solos.E

{This outpouring of the interior population began during the
closing decade or two of the last century when Hexican railways
first afforded easy opportunity and inducement for movement. The
labor demands of the railways of both llexico and the United States,
augmented by some industries, notable mining in Northern Mexico
and sugar beets in the United States soon scattered Mexican labor-
ers afar. The stream which built up the Mexican colonies of Kansas
in the early part of the twentieth century flowed largely along

channels that had heen established one or two decades earlier from

the original sources of emigration. \

‘
i

| Motivation for immigration into these channels of movement
northvard varied with time and circumstances. In the central

states of Mexico agriculture was most unfavorable to the peon

8S.I. Esguivel, "The Immigrant From iexico," The Outlool:,
19 May, 18520, p. 1334,
9 o

T oan i B
T‘..‘-i.COr Pa 204

lOJosé 11, Garcia
liarch, 1872,

, personal interview, Topeka, Kansas, 10
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class, The land there had long been monopeolized in large holdings.

Prior to the Mexican Revolution in 1910 motivation for removal
was largely economic, and later other factors warrant consideration.
Grinding poverty, over-population and life bordering on starvation,
were reasons enoucgh to send the Mexican peon north in search of a
livelihood. )

Those who left llexico prior to 1910 emigrated because of the
desire to gain the bare necessities of life. These necessities
Mexico itself could not promise before the Revolution but; it alone
gavé added incentive for emigration, WNot only was economic moti-
vation magnified Iy the Revolution, but political and religious
persecution was added to the growing list of grievances that
afflicted Mexico..

The land problem has been one of the keys to Mexico's many -
ailments, Mexico has been an agricultural country. But who owned
the land? One third of all valuable real estate was in the hands
of the church, and another third of all arable land was in the
hands of a few, the wealthy or favored class. "Some haciendas
reached fantastic size . . . one family in Chihuahua, the Terrazas,
owned thirty million acres, which is the area of the state of
Mississippi.”ll

Most people of Mexico never owned the land. HNacienca life
was nothing more than the feudalistic situation that existed during
the liiddle Ages in Lurope except that it continued in lexico until
1911 without a change. Haclendas were large farms where fifty or

more families lived in abject servitude for generations dependent

Lj0mn Gunther, Inside Latin America, (Mew York: 1941), p. 68.
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completely upon the owner., For this reason the excess population
of the prolific peon class had been obliggﬁ tg_emig;a;gwpaxiadi_
~cally. This region, ﬁbé;;ﬁéé.éf its fertility and great production
o% céfééis,rénd its excess population, has rightly been called the
granary and peon npurveyvor of I'«‘le}:ico.“12 Most of the laborers who
entered the United States prior to 1910 from E1 Paso or westward,
with the enception of a few miners from Sonora, were from Chihuahua,
and "were originally in peonage, though they may have escaped from

his relation some time before migrating north.”l3

One such person
described conditions through which he lived at one time in a
hacienda, "I actually worked for six cents a day and a little food
handed to me, just the amount of corn my two hands could hold, that
was my daily ration."14
Another migrant who arrived in Topeka in the first decade
stated that poverty was the rule rather than the exception in the

state of Guanajuato.l5 He and his family were near starvation

when they began thelr journey northward towards L1 Paso.l6 Humer-
ous accounts tell of immigrants from llexico who were destitute,
without money or clothing and how many lexican laborers that were

contracted by the railroads "were weak on account of being under-

fed, but after being here a month or so they fill out and get

lzGamio, s 23:

Ye1ark, p. 467.

14Franco, p. 21.

15
1970,

16

lMaclk Torrez, versonal interview, Topeka, Kansas, 17 April,

al > |
Thhad,
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strong enough to do the work."17

!

g/The folleowing account provides a vivid picture of the life

that the lexican immigrant left in Mexico after the onset of the
Reveolution and gives insight into the perils one faced as he
traveled north to the "promised land,"

In 1912 I was in such poverty that I decided to
come to the United States, as everybody else was.
On the train on which we were coming there nmust
have been at least a thousand passengers., Nearly
all, like myself, were headed for the United
States, to find a new life, For a day and one
half I listened to their stories, stories of

great anticipation. . . .

For two years the liexican Revolution had worked
havoc up and down the country. Bandits had broken
loose and spread pandemonium wherever they went.
Trains were stopped, passengers robbed, and some
times the trains were simply blown up with dynamite.
+ « o On the second day we notice that the train
had come to a sudden stop, The reason? The rails
had been torn away and the train could not go any
further. The train conductors advised the passen-
gers not to go ahead as bandits were reported to
be north of that location. But as we were too
close to our destination the passengers would not
go back and instead they decided to walk. They
walked on the tracks all day for long, weary
hours. At night they slept out in the open,

There Were a lot of women and children too. . . .
The following day we got an early start because
we wanted to reach Chihuahua as soon as possible,
Government troops were stationed there and trains
were running on schedule from there, Late in the
afternoon, however, as we grew hungrier and more
tired, we vere suddenly met by government troops
who thought we were rebels and they had their
30-30 rifles and machine guns trained on us. As
we got closer and they saw we were civilians they
came to meet us and when informed of our destina-
tion the leader of the army advised us not to go
ahead, it was dangerous. The group decided to go

17M. Ganley, "lexican Track Laborers," Santa Fe Emplovees
llagazine, January, 1913, p. 86; "The Mexican as a Track Laborer,"
The Railway Age, Vol., 53, 1912, pp. 527-535; Fall Committee Reports

"Investigation of llexican Affairs," Testimony before a Committee
o FPorgics Relatisns. Vel, 2. U.5. Sosdte, (aghibgtoh, 192200

np., 2143-2164,
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ahead. They were so close to the United States
nothing was to prevent them from reaching their
new haven., As the leader of the soldiers saw our
determination to go ahead, he finally telegraphed
to Chihuahua City for a train to pick up our group,.
. » o ¥Vhen the train came there were only £five
cars for the passengers. One thousand people
scueezed in, and we made the trip standing up,
packed as closely as sardines, but that is how we
finally reached this country, We were all tired,
hungry, but happy that we reached our goal. . . .
© I was so hungry that the first thing I did was to

-~ sign a contract with the first man that offered
me one, I wanted to be shipped out as soon as
possible so that I could start making money so I
could eat. Then another man came and offered me
a contract and offered to feed me right away., I
signed the second contract and so did others who
had also signed with the first contractor. The
same day we took the train and we landed at Olathe,
Kansas, From there Ilgame to Wichita and I have
been here ever since,

That the economic motivation for immigration was paramount
is beyond guestion. Though political and religious persecution
are factors worth mentioning, these motives were held primarily
by the middle and creole classes who come in small numbers when
compared to the peon class., |

The Me:ican people were exploited by foreigners as much as
by their own countrymen. They were overrun by the United States
in 1845-1848, sold out by Sén£a Anna, ruled by the French in 1860
and plagued by illiteracy, disease and extreme poverty. All this
made the people very sensitive, shy, fatalistic, extremely recligious
bordering on superstitution, skeptical of all politicians and
distrustful, with a pessimistic view of life.

These are the people of lexico who looked northward for
employment and escape from poverty as well as the vicissitudes

of warfare from the Revolution during the second decade of this

(=]
l”ouote of Miguel Avila in TIranco, pp. 32-34,
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century, Their arrival at the llexican American border was readily
welcomed by the contractors of the large agricultural and industrial
concerns who most eagerly sought their recruitment and subseguent
distribution vhere their services were most needed. The Hexican

peon was indeed a person in need of a new lease on life,



CHAPTER IIX
METHODS OF MIGRATIOI! AND RECRUITMENT

The Mexicans who came to Kansas in the first guarter of the
twentieth century were making their first trip to the United States
or were making a second or third seasonal visit from the interior
of Mexico,

One informant noted that he had left his home state of
ichoachn initially in 1907 and arrived in Bisbee, Arizona, in the
same year, He eventually "worked" his way to Kansas and contracted
to work for the Rock Island Railroad near Peck, Kansas, for the
remainder of 1907 and the year of 1908, 1In late 1908 he returned
to lMexico hecause he was homesick, this being his first trip away
from home, The next trip to the United States for this laborer
occurred in 1914, kut he remained in the United States only for a
brief period working in Arizona until he returned once again to
his family in Michoachn because of sickness in the family. The
final trip for this emigrant was in 1817, After this date he
remained in the United States, never to return to Mexico.l This
constant movement across the United States-Mexican border was
typical of many Mexican emigrants in the first three decades of
this century.

Many of those who emigrated, both before and after the Revo-
lution, did not consider settling on a permanent basis. Many cane
only as temporary laborers who would work on a six or nine month
contract and return to their home in Mexico prior to the winter

season in the United States. This ebb and flow of movement and

l — T " : : . s e
Setero Gil, Abilene, Fansas: personal intexwiew, Harch 26,

19772
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the methods of migration, recruitment and eventual settlement was*
a complex process, but one that must be told, if only briefly,.

Needing unskilled labor for the construction and maintenance,
the Mexican Railway52 gave the opportunity and the inducement for
many to emigrate. These railways first drew upon the agricultural
populat;on along their lines, at first for a few days or weeks of
temporary service between crops and later for extended periods.

At first the peon was unwilling to leave his home and would not
work "where he could not sleep under his roof, gradually he becanme
bolder and could be prevailed upon to work for a month or so a
hundred miles or more up and down the line."3 These laborers be-
came accustomed to having silver in their pocket occasionally and
found it would exchange for items he had not before thought of
having for his personal use. He became attached to cash wages in
about the same degree that he became detached from his home sur-
foundings. The railways brought a greater variety of wares and
made it possible for mercantile shops to become established in
railway towns. Conseguently, the railway laborer became more of
a spender and also a more persistent earner. Even at desert sid-
ings, often with nothirg but #an adobe hut in sight, laborers
boarded the trains in numbers :o huy comnodities from the train
peddler. The railways thus attracted labor and held it more and

more permanently from a consistently widening area along their lines.

2The twe most important railroads in Mexico that acted as a
conduit for the northward movement were the lMHexican Central Rail-
road that was completed from Mexico City to E1 Paso, Texas, in
1884, and the llexican MNational Railroad that operated from llexico
City to Laredo, Texas. The latter was completed in 1887,

3Clark, P. 4695,
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The railroads that entered Mexico from the United States run
for several hundred miles from the border through a desert and very
_ sparsely settled country. Along the northern portion of these
routes resident labor was so scarce that workers were brought from
the south as section hands and for new construction. This carried
the central Mexican villager a thousand miles from his home and
within a few miles of the United States border. The American
employer, with a gold wage to offer, had little difficulty in
attracting the Mexican across the not very formidable dividing
line separating the two countries.

Not only were the railroads of Mexico instrumental in supply-
ing labor for the United States, but mines in northern Mexico had
to import labor from central Mexico: they too steadily lost labor
to the United States. One observer at the border region in 1207
noted that one mining concern in the State of Chihuahua had brought
to that vicinity within the year approximately 8,000 mine laborers
from Zacatecas and older mining districts of central Mexico only
to lose 80 per cent of them to industries .in the border States of
Arizona and New Mexico.4

The combined activities of railroading and mining in forthern
Mexico literally brought thousands to the border cities of Il Paso
and Laredo before the Revolution. This mass novement before the
Revolution was indicative of the largei and more sustained movement
that occurred after 1910, Previous to 19200 the influx of Meuicans
was comparatively unimportant, but by 1908 serious attention was

given to the large number of Ilexicans entering the United

“ipid., p. 470,
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States.5 Yet, prior to 1917, the vear in which the literacy test
and head tax were first applied to lMexicans, there were few re-
strictions placed upon their entrance into the United States.
Passports were not even reguired until 1918, Quite often immigra-
tion authorities did not reguire Mexicans to have money, and they
were admitted into the United States freély vhen there was any
demand for their labor. The Mexicans were "usually practically or
absolutely without funds.”6 It appears that many penniless liexicans
who would have been rejected at an eastern port were admitted with-
out guestion at the Mexican border. The restrictions that did
exist prior to 1917 were lovered between the period 1917-1921
because of the acute need for laborers in this country.7 The total
number of Mexicans admitted during the peried 19217-21, inclusive,
was 72,862, Of this number, it was reported June 30, 1921, that
34,922 had returned to lexico: 414 had died; 494 had been examined
for permanent residence, had been found eligible under the laws,
had paid head tax, and had been admitted; 21,400 had deserted their

employment and disappeared; 15,632, so far as could be ascertained,

SSamuel Bryan, "Mexican Immigrants in the United States," The
Survey Vol, 28, September 7, 1912, p. 726-727; Charles P. Howland,
ed, "Mexican Immigration," Survey of American Foreign Relations
(Council of Foreign Relations, Yale University Press, 1931), Vol.
v, p. 202-203; United States Department of Commerce: Bureau of
Immigration, Annual Reports of the Commissioner General of Immigra-
tion (7lashington: Government Printing Office, 1908 and 1909).

6U.S. Congress, Senate, Reports of the Immigration Commission,
Inmigrants in Industries, Part 25: Japanese and Other Immigrant
Races in the Pacific Coast and Rocky ilountain States. (6lst Con-
gress, 2nd session, Senate Documents; Vol. 85, part 3, June 15,
1910), (Jashington: Government Printing Office, 1911), p. 27.
{(Hereinafter referred to as the Dillinchem Commission Reports).

¥

17

3¢ Denartaent of Loahor: Duredu of Tumigretion, Janual
leport of the Commigsioner General of Immigration (wWashington:
Government Printing Office, 1°219), p. 12,
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vere still in the employ of their original importers.8 This marked
increase of Mexicans into the United States for the 1217-1921
period was also indicated in the State of Kansas for the same

period. Table 3 gives a representative view of this phenomenon.
TABLE 3

DATE OF ARRIVAL FOR MEXICANS ENTERING
THE UNITED STATES WHO WERE
RESIDING IN FOUR CITIZS
OF KANSAS, 1925.

Kansas City Dodge City Wichita Newton
Date Hunmber Date MTumber Date Kumber Date Humber
1898-1899 3 1902 7 1898-1900 5 1801-~1902 9

1900-1502 11 1905-1908 2 1901-1904 17 1903~1¢06 3
1903-1905 20 1209-1912 28 X905-1908 64 1807-1910 20
1906-1908 22 1913-1917 44 1909 4 1911<1812 10
1809-1911 7.k 1918-~1921 5B 19101981 3 90 1913~1¢914 27
1912-1914 101 1922-1924 14 1914-1916 96 1815-1216 41

1915-1817 248 1917 67 1917-1820 &0
1918=18920 JaU 1918-1921 194 1921=1922 12
1921-19%23 233 1922-1¢24 56 1822 3d
1924-1925 140 1224 12

Fe2s g

Roughly half of the Mexicans who immigrated toc the United
States for the 1917-1921 period had not returned to lexico by
June 30, 1921. This percentage of illegal immigrants represents
a similar trend that characterize the entire movement of Mexicans

northvard until the late 1920's. The movement of illegal Mexicans

8Annual Repoxrt of the Commissioner General of Immigration,
1927, m. 7.

Q

“State of Kansos, "Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1925," for the cities of ilichita, FWewton, Kansas City and Dodge
City.
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was hardly clandestine when permitted by the immigration officials
at border pointsrsuch as L1 Paso, Yet, illegsl entry awvay from
the official border crossings appears to be the rule rather than
the exception, but those who wanted immediate employment usually
turned to such cities as Laredo, Eagle Pass or El Paso,

After entering the border city of El Paso; the most important
city for distribution into the United States because of its direct
railway communication, the Me:xicans were met by representatives of
American employment agencies, These agencies stood ready to_ad—
vance board, lodging and transportation to a place where work was
to be gained and "immigration officials have usually deemed no
Mexican likely'to become a public charge so long as this was the

case.“lo

s

f The agencies which recruited Hexicans for railroad work in
Kansas were mainly of two types. Some were employment agents who
shipped Mexicans for a fee, and often this was paid by the railroad
rather than by the immigrant. Other agencieé were commissary
companies which supplied men as a secondary line of business.

These latter companies were interested in keeping the extra gangs
up to authorized strength in order to maintain at a high level the
receipts from sales on commissary goods, Some of these conpanies
did not charge fees; others did when conditions in the labor mar-
ket enabled them to do it. The two cohmissary supply conpanies
which had contracts with the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway

were the Holmes Supply and the Hanlin Supply companies.ll Cther

lOBryan, p. 727,

11 b ; . . . N
“"Dillincham Commission Reports, pp. 12-13; The Hewton kansan,

22 Bugust 1922, pp. 22-23.
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southwestern and western railway companies, including the Chicago,
Rock Island and Pacific, also relied upon similar companies to
supply them with lMexican laborers.l2

(fAs early as 1902, the Santa Fe Railroad made a contract with
the Holmes Supply Company to furnish them Mexican laborers.l3 For
many years prior to 1802 it was difficult for the Santa Fe to
secure any kind of labor through the desert country of Mew llexico,
Arizona and California, for common labor used in the track depart-
ment especially; but in that year the Hexicens began an exodus to
this country from lexico, and the Santa Fe readily sought the
employment of tnis new class of labor.l4 Shortly before 1200,
harsh economic conditions in Mexico and increasing labor demands
in Texas combined to give a new impetus to the immigration.15 Long
before 1500, the Santa Fe employed miscellaneous whites, Indians,

Mexicans (largely native or "New lMexicans"), Japanese, and some

Chinese, but these groups had largely withdrawn from railroad work

12Dillinqham Commission Reports, p. 26,

13Ibid., v, 13. The Holmes Supply Company was a very sirong
organization that had stores scattered along the Santa Fe mainline
between E1 Paso, Texas, almost to San Francisco, Its stores were
located, other than the above points, at Isleta, Few lMexice; Williams
and Winslow, Arizona; Heedles, Barstow, San Bernandino, Los Angeles,
Cocoran, and Fresno, California,

4s.c. Rockhold, "Passing of the Indian Sectionman,” The Santa
Fe EZmplovees Magazine, June, 1909, p. 748,

15U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Interstate Hicra-
tion, (76th Congress, 3rd Session, Part 5, Oklahoma City Hearings,
September, 12, 20, 1940) (Vashington: CGovernment Printing Office,
1940}, p. 1802, Incorporated into these hearings 1is a vivid and
xwtensive history of immigration of lMexicans into Texas and the
despersion of migratory workers from Te:rzas to other states. (ilere-
inafter referred to as Interstate Migration, OCklahoma Ilearings}.
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and folleowed other pursuits.1 j

Evidently, the performance of the Mexican laborers became an
overwhelming success and met all the expectations of the Santa Fe
officials, One official, R.A. Rutledge of La Junta, Colorado, a
graduate from the University of Kansas and Chief Engineer of the
Santa Fe, stated in the mid 1920's that "We have let the Greeks
and Itaiians go, ninety per cent of all our track men from the
coast to Chicago are Mexicans. ., ., . The Mexicans were an experi-
ment at first., We gave them poor section shacks made of ties piled
up and plastered: but now we are giving them good concrete or tile
houses. The lMexicans cannot be driven like the MNegro, but anyone
who knows how to manage Mexicans can get more work out of them than
any other class. They rnust be kept contented, Many will not stay
until they get their families from liexico. Mexicans are not all
peons."17

The Holmes Supply Company provided the Santa Fe with Mexican
laborers and commissary supplies for its extra and section gangs
west of Albuguergue., This company must have performed such a
superl job for the Santa Fe on its "coast lines" that Santa Fe

officials desired a similar service for its systems to the north

16It appears that the Chinese became too scarce to employ:
the Anglos found employment elsewhere that could pay better wages
than those received by maintenance of way laborers; the Indians
became "unsteady and prone to lcave employment after a short time;"
the Japanese for a short period (1900-2901) constituted three-
fourths of the common lakorers from Albuqguergue west to the coast,
but were "less strong and less satisfactory than the Mexicans."
Furthermore, the latter "were unsuited to the climate and unsat-
isfactory in other ways." Dillingham Commission Reports, pp.

Y213,
Vavnon eConba, From Ovar the Tordsy, (Mew York: Council

17
oi omen for liome hissionary lkducation inovement, 1925), p. 22.
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and east of Il Paso.ls “Such a service was not long in coming.
What eventuélly became the Hanlin Supply Company, which was
_ incorporated in 1908, started out in 1905 as a one commissary car
19

operation on the middle division of the Santa Fe system, By

1906, this business venture had grown consgiderably and "more

18The author has tried three different locations on the
Santa Fe system to obtain records or other data which he felt
would be pertinent to this research topic., 7That was specifically
desired were payroll and personnel records which would have given
some idea as to the relationship that existed between the Santa
F'e management and its Mexican employees, Secondly, the author
desired data pertaining to the exact relationship between the
companies that supplied them lMexican labor and commissary goods
for their gang laborers, e.g. Hanlin Supply. Regretfully, none of
this data was obtained. In seeking this information, the first
location, the Emporia division office of Santa Fe replied that
what history they had (on the Mexicans) was by no means complete
as Santa Fe "did not begin to keep records on them to any extent
until the last few years." Letter to the author from the Emporia
Gdivision superintendent dated January 25, 1972, The second
location, Topeka offices, informed the author that they had no
suggestions as to where information on this subject might be located
at Santa Fe. Letter dated March 10, 1972 to the author from the
public relations office, Later, in an interview with the regional
manager and assistant of the public relations department on HMarch
14, 1972, the author was informed that "only recently has the
corporation adopted a policy of central record keeping," and that
"in the early periods of the Railroad's operation each department
was autonomous and retained or discarded records as they saw fit."
Finally, the author gave up on trying to obtain information from
a corporation that employed members of this ethnic group by the
thousands, This decision was reached only after writing to the
executive offices of Santa Fe which are located in Chicago. From
this source he was informed that data and records which would have
been beneficial, “had not been retained." It was also pointed out
that "complete file retention for a 100-year old company of the
size of Santa Fe is not practical."” The author concurs. Letter
dated June 27, 1972 from the president of the Santa Fe Railroad,
John S, Reed, to the author.

l9The Hewton Kansan, August 22, 1922, ppn. 22-23. The middle
division of the Santa Ye at this time was that system of track
that run west of Newton, Kansas, to La Junta, Colorado and included
part of Oklahoma and the Texas Panhandle.
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[?ommlssary:]cars were requested for other divisions, In 1908
a contract was entered into between this supply company and the
Santa e "whereby the Hanlin Supply Company was to supply commis-
sary for all extra gang labor on the railway company's lines be-

w2l This Company also maintained a

tween Chicago and El Paso.
special labor bureau for the handling of Mexican track workers
for the Santa TFe at its El1 Paso offices.

There can ke little doubt that this sﬁpply company recruited
thousands of lexican laborers at El Paso for the Santa Fe system,
and eventually many of these same laborers were employed throughout

the State of Kansas on the Santa Fe lines.22

They were principally
used in extra gangs at first, but a considerable number becane
section hands and settled permanently in Kansas.

The Santa Fe Railrocad could have also been supplied Mexican
laborers from other supply companies working out of E1 Paso other

than the two previously mentioned. One of these larger companies

supplied from El Paso no fewer than 6,474 Mexican labors to four

20Ibid., presumably reguested by the Santa Fe,

2lIbid., this commissary company had branch offices and ware
houses in the following cities: TFort Hadison, Iowa; Pueblo, Colo-
rado; amarillo, Texas and El Paso, Texas. Its main office was in
Newton, Kansas, which has long been a division point foxr the Santa
Fe. The Hanlin Supply Company, now defunct, went out of business
in the 1950's. Letter from Mrs. H., Kirk, former secretary to the
Pregiceht OFf Banliid, o the Futher, Juiy 12, 1973,

ZInterviews —-— Numerous informants have told the author
of their acguaintance with this commissary company when it operated
at a peak in the 1220's and 1930's. This supply and commissary
company was supplying the Santa Fe with laborers as late as the
1950's, Russ Cuellar, Newton, Kansas, personal interview, April 23,
1972. 1In the 1950's the Santa Fe Railroad stopped using extra
gangs on its lines for the primary reason that they had mechanized
thels trac’ resnir wark and often used labor from tewng adiscent
to the area where work was being done. 'These changes did not neces-
sitate the use of eitra gangs any longer. Letter dated July 12,
1972 from II., Kirk, Ilewton, Kansas to the author.
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large railroad companies during the period between January and
September, 1907, and six companies supplied, 16,479 Mexicans to
various railroad companies for an eight month period from late
1907 into the year 1908.23

The need for laborers was so acute during and immediately

after World War I, that all sorts of inducements were offered,.

Employment agents, contractors or enganchistas, as they were known

to the Mexicans, were at the border to offer contracts to Mexican

men as soon as they crossed the line. These contractors competed

with one another and received a bonus in proporfion to the number

of contracts obtained. In thelr eagerness to secure more vorkers

these contractors even crossed the border into liexico advertising

the wonderful opportunities in the United States and the hig wages
being paid.24

Enganchistas plaved an important role in the movements of

many, particularly in their longer moves. This mobility was
pointed out by an informant to Paul Taylor in 1932,

In 1920, I happened to be in Ciudad Juarez
right across from El1 Paso. There I fell in
with an enganchista-from the Santa Fe (Rail-
road). I went to work for the Santa Fe and
in a vear's time I was in Kansas City. ¥hen

ZSBryan, pp. 727-728, It is pure conjecture to attempt to
realize what company supplied so many lexican laborers to which
railroad for a given period. During the period from 1200 to 1815
the largest railroads other than the Santa Fe, running into I
Paso include the Southern Pacific, Western Pacific, Colorado and
Southern, Denver and Rio CGrande Western, Chicago, Rock Island and
Pacific, and E1 Paso and Southwestern., Other smaller railroads
operating in this region also used llexican employees guite

extensively.

24y, Pall Committee anorts pp. 2144-2145, This method of pro-
wrayer Lalwens gigs 01 grusrehien el o bhe Serdioon Siupoluedon o

COnLiHUOd into the 1“70'0 For the carly por:od sce Clark, p. 471

and Gamio, pp,., 204-207, for the operations in the post war period.
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the work gave out there I went back to Ll

Paso, ‘There, in the spring of 1923 I fell

in again with another enganchista. He
. represented some steel mill people in Illinois,
I came to Illinois in a special train with
hundreds of other Mexican ligorers vho had
been picked up like myself.

Illegal entrance into the United States cqrried with it the
constant risk of deportation, but the consequences of being deported
hardly deterred those who were determined to cross the border.
ﬁIn view of the poverty, timidity and general inexperience of

k,
the immigrants, and the racial prejudice which existed against thenm
in the American border states, illegal entrance could not have been
so prevalent were it not for other and‘more decisive factors. The
immediate forces which moved illegal immigration were, first of all,

the snugglers or "coyotes" who facilitated illegal entrance to

Mexican immigrants, and the contractors or enganchistas who pro-

vided them with work. The smuggler and the contractor were an
intimate and powerful allisnce from Calexf%, California, to
Brownsville, Texas, Second, but indiréctly, the origin of illegal
immigration was to be found in the farmers and ranchers, and rail-
road, mining, and other enterprises to which lMexican labor was
supposedly indiépensable.}

. )

(For the period 1900-1930, the activities of private employment
agenéies and labor agents dominated the Hexican migrant laboxr
situation in the southwest practically unchecked. Though soliciting

labor from one side of the Rio Grande River to the other was con-

trary to both Mexico and United States laws, for years, as late as

25Paul 5. Taylor, lexican Labor in the United States: Chicaco

fed il Seaoh BLLE R LoE .:lO.l’ iie IR
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the early 1930's, it went on under cover, "Just across the river
[Eio Grande:]were stationed the offices of contractors or

enganchistas, who made or clinched the final labor bargains, and

the contractors were paid from 50 cents to $1.00 for each worker
they supplied to soliciting ranches, railroads, or other enter-
prises.“ZGl

éTestifying before a select committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1940, an official of the Texas State Imployment
Service noted that, "smugglers at times were employed by big
commercial, industrial and agricultural enterprises, and that

when labor Hexica%] was scarce, they paid the smugglers so much

for each worker imported: when labor was plentiful, they main-

!
;

tained the smuggler on a salary basis.”27
One victim of this activity stated that when he had reached
the United States-llexican border in Texas in 1917, rather than
enter legally and possibly be denied ent:y because he might not
be able to meet entry reguirements, he and his father sought the
services of a snuggler who successfully brought them to the United
States side of the border, but in the process "we were overcharged
two dollars from what it would have cost had we entered at the
appropriate port of entry.“28 Such were the risks of those who
sought to enter this country illegally. o doubt many IHexicans

who arrived in Lansas choose this method of entry rather than

risk being denied entrance through legal channels.

26

Interstate Migration, Oklahoma City, Hearings, p. 885,

27 1bid.

Jpa ]
PR

Chenciho ilfaro, MNewton, Kansas, personal interview. liarch
4, 1972, .

 J
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Between 1900 and the depression period in the United States
these laboring immigrants came, worked six or nine month periods,
and then went baclk to HMexico if they desired, If one was employed
on the railroad gangs he worked for a specified period ofrtime
and was returned to the border, Some Mexicans cuite freguently
came to the United States with the expectation of returning hone
after a short time, The railway companies realizing this desire,
returned the Hexican to the border without charge or at recduced
rates.29 One railway official in southern Kansas stated that
they "had to send a man every spring to Rio Grande to get men for
the summer. . . . We have to keep our engagements with them, or
ve can't get any men the next year."so In this manner, many
Mexicans wvere employed continuously from one season to the next
for the same railroad and guite frecquently in the same ¢geograph-
ical location.

Usually it was the males, married or-single, who ventured
north in search of employment. Sometimes if the railroad men were
single they micht return to their homes in Mexico or might venture
into other empléyment. In the period prior to the Revolution the
HMexican laborer usually migrated only for short periods:

When the rains begin, usually about lMay, he
must be at home to plant his crop. After
that he is willing to work during the growing
period, leaving his family to attend to irri-

gation and weeding; but he must be at home
for the harvest., From that time until the

29Dillinaham Commigssion Report, p. 28; testimony of E.&.
lleinnis, p. 105, The Santa Fe policy was, upon compliance with
certain conditions, to give the lexican laborers frce transporta-
tion to the point where he was employed. In most cases the comn-
uillfces %, dn ol B L i :

- o - 571 e ey e Al s B T “ D S R T
; Tew ey Lovnetel goagie aoenrhlaens pomthyy oed

then would be returned to L1 Paso.
30

i i o [ I e T o
QY ey T8 3 20

Clark, p. 477,

i
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fiestas ending vhen the December holidays are
over, the labor market in Mexico is tight; from
January to Hay the workman is willing to go any-
vhere proviced it is not too cold. This seasonal
variation in the labor supply accounts in part
for the comparatively short periods for uwhich
immigrants come to the United States. lilany of
those passing through El Paso have made the trip
from central lMexico to Arizona or to Kansas City
for a second or third time, but after a number
of such trips the home tie loosens, and it is
not unusual for the family ultimately to accom-
pany the husband, thus taking the next step
toward a permanent removalzleither across the
border or to its vicinity.™

In 1907 the emigrating months along the MHe:ican Central Rail-
way were February, March and April:; September and October were the
menths in which Mexicans returned., After the Revolution began the
economic, social and political situation was altered considerably,
and many of the Hexicans who left after 1910 exhibited little
desire to return to their homeland until normal conditions pre-

vailed once again.32

fThough conditions in Mexico had stablized by the early 1920's,
many Mexicans in Kansas chose to remain on a pernmanent basis., A
great many of them did not have relatives left in lMexico, and some
had lost track even of their friends during the Revolution.” liany
also remembered how much they had suffered when they had lived in
Mextico, The fact that conditions had changed did not make an
impact in their thinking; to them, Mexico was still the same.

4 . ' . . .
i Others had become somewhat adjusted to life in the United

States and sone had children lborn here. Then these various factors

gl

W

Ibid,, pp. 473-474,
2., : ; : . .
lanuel Gamio, The llexican Innmicrant: [lis Life Stoxy
(ERdcadn: Thivelinit? of Chicora Peses, 1930, messin,
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were taken into consideration many had little desire to return to
their homeland, In many cases temporary employment gave way to

 permanent work, which led in turn to settlement. )

i

!



CHAPTER IV
PATTERNS OF DISTRIBUTICH

{Ehe Mexican immigrant was introduced into Kansas mainly by
the failroads. An observer noted in 1907 that "Kansas City;
Missouri, is given as their destination by many Mexican arrivals
at El Paso, and that city is resorted to'by them as an employment
center.”;} The printed State census of 1905 did not at that time
have a category that could include those born outside the country.
Persons born elsewvhere were evidently entered under the heading
"not stated": it included such groups as Orientals as well as
Mexicans. For three cities "not stated" in 1905 there was recorded:
Kansas City 35, Topeka 23; Wichita 52; the figures for the counties
of Wyandotte; Shawnee and Sedgwick was 54, 34 and 67 respectively.
The census was taken as of Harch l; when the railroads had not vet
sent out the extra gangs to their summer's work, Such gangs made
up of Mexicans were probably at work in Kansas as early as 1902-
1503,

/

{ Railroad employment occupied most of the 8;429 Mexicans in
<ansés who were born in Mexico according to the United States
Census of 1910, but sugar beet production was already under way in
the Garden City area and salt mining had recently increased greatly
at Hutchinson, Lyons and Kanopolis. Also there was work in the
meat packing plants, particularly in Kansas City; but the Topeka

and Wichita plants also had a labor demand, Until the period of

World War II there were few Mexican workers outside of these

occupations.

*Clark, p. 475.
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Mot all the rail lines employed many Mexicans in Kansas, but
at léast six major lines employed them as late as 19302 and no
doubt employed them during World War II. The Chicago, Rock Island
and Pacific and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railways were
the two railroads most instrumental in the employment of Mexicans
and congequently in the movement of Hexicans from the southuest
into Kansas. As sohe became unhappy with railroad work they
drifted into other kinds of unskilled labor positions. IHexicans
would leave a job frequently after working a few days and "are
conétantly lured away from railways by farmers and ranchers.”3 In
the summer of 1907, 30 per cent of those employed by the railroads
in southern Kansas were said to have deserted to work in the wheat
fields.4 o doubt the principal reason for leaving railroad work
for other occupations was the unsteady employment for the rail-
roads ancd the desire by lMexicans to be near their families. It
should also be remembered that in most industries, the menial
laborer, the pick and shovel man, was the easiest hired and the
guickest fired,

 The turnover of track laborers was constantly high on the
railroad, at least until the depression period. The Santa Ie
Railroad, which may be taken as fairly representative, employed

a total of 14,300 Mexicans on all its lines in 1928, and it had

2Governor C.li. Reed, Hss, Kansas State listorical Society,
lMexican Labor TFiles, Topeka, Kansas, Letter dated 20 November
1930 of Clycde H. Ileed to the presidents of the following rail-
roads: Atchison, Topeka and Santa Ie; Missouri Pacific: Chicago,
Rock Island and Pacificy Union Pacific, HMissouri-Kansas-Texas and
the St. Louis-San Francisco.

3c1::1, i AR
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a turnover of 300 per cent each year among these laborers.5
{Those who did not remain with the railroads were fed into
other occﬁpations throughout the State or returned via El1 Paso
or Laredo to 0ld lMe:xice, Trom all the railroads there appeared
to be a drift outward, sometimes a true exodus, to other work,
but the southwestern railroads, such as the Rock Island and Santa
Fe, could tap the supplier on the border with such ease that losing
Mexican laborers did not disturb them too greatly.
{ Prior to permanent settlement in Kansas many lexican laborers
vorked on extra gangs throughout the state, These men were usually
solos who were guite nomadic much to the liking of the single men

who had left their femilies behind, but some mention is made of
men in extra gangs who had their families with them.6 E

{The work of these men was not conducive to permanent settle-
ment in communities as they had no permanent place of abode. They
(extra gangs) "live in cars adopted as living quarters and the
conmmissary goes with the cars . . . that is taken across country
here to a place vhere an embankment has washed out and major
repairs are reguired . . . the work being through, they either may
be laid off or transferred up here to straighten a curve or reduce
a grade, or transferred for the purpose of moving a track to get

it away from high water or lay new track or to put in double track,

. « o« It i3 here today and yonder tomorrov, , . . 1t does not know

SRobert . licLean, That Me:xrican: As He Really is Horth and

South of the Rio Grande (Ifew York: F.l. Revell Conmpany, 1928),
p. 134,

6

Clark, p. 480,
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where 1t is going to be today or where it is going to be tomorrow.'
Seldom did these men have contact with communities nearby and only

gradually, when the railroads felt this type of laborer was indis-

pensable, did they encourage their permanence.8 }

;

Quite fregquently e:xtra gang employment led to work on section

gangs, that is, on maintenance crew assigned to specific sections

r r

of the track line. This type of work led to the first Mexican
communities in the State of Kansas, but other employment with the

railroads, principally the Santa Fe, led to the same result.

F

{

fMexican labor gangs at round houses and shops (eguipment,
repair or construction points) were common in Kansas by 1910. Most
of the liexicans in Toweka pricr to this date were not employed on
section or extra gangs but in the Santa Ie Shops.9 Other communities
in Kansas with these facilities included such cities as Kansas City,
Wichita, ¥ewton and Emporia, Only gradually did stable Mexican
comnunities evolve, and this came generaliy with employment on
railroads or in the employment at salt or sugar beet processing
centers. But even in the latter areas of Garden City, Hutchinson
and Lyons, lexicans were also employed as railroac laborers;i
:ﬁThe patterns of distribution in Kansas of llexicans vere largely

dictated by the needs of the railroads. These settlements varied

in size and location considerably: they might range from a small

“Statement of E.E. licInnis, General Solicitor Atchison, Topeka

and Santa Pe Railway System, before Committee on Immigration, U.S.
Scnate, Restriction of Hestern lHemisphere Inmigration. Seven-
toentn Congress, lst session, February 29, 1928, p. 105. (Here-
inafter referred to as Restriction of ilestern Hemisphere Tmmicration)
8L.C. Lawton, “"Trecting Hexican Laborer's lHouses,” The Santa

ey Eeeg g Tingmig s Spovporiasr, 1023, L. 75,

Peter Harle, "The Hexicans of Topeka," p. 1.
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settlement of section workers practically in the open country as
at Barclay, which is between Emporia and Osage City, or to a
larger number who lived adjacent to lielvern, Kansas, or to large
division points such as Hewton where hundreds were employed in the
Santa Fe shops as early as 1925,

The argument against not dealing with the small Mexican com-
munities statisticaily and with the early immigrants to large
settlements is well illustrated by a note of 1905 written by a
census taker at Herington: "I find a class of railroad men that
it is impossible to get any information in regard to their names,
age or birthplace . . . [?art are:]laborers in bunk cars that make
head guarters here and are in and out, this being a division point."

The larger llexican groups assembled at railroad division
points or at the terminal of branch lines. Though some of these
collapsed with the decline in the fortunes of the railroads in
1930's and 1940's, especially those along the Rock Island lines,
the lMexzican colonies in general persisted in these towns.

Geographically, lMexican immigration in Kansas differed from
other immigrant groups in approaching the state from the south.
Occupational opportunities in Kansas City drew many in that
direction, and that city acted as a distribution center for

\ ; 11
Mexican movement north and east. i

o

\ Immediately west of the coal fields in southeast Kansas many

lexicans established themselves in such cities as Chanute, Parsons,

1DState of Kansas, "Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1905," Dickinson County, City of Herington.

el
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Coffeyville and Independence largely because this area in the days
when the local gés fields were productive had industrial develop-
_ment that brought railroads much business. Throughout the state
the settlements became important where the Santa Fe and Rock
Island Railroads served the communities with the greatest wvariety
of economic productivity along their lines, This to a certain
extent was in the Kaw and the Arkansas River Valleys. The settle-
ment at Emporia provided an important intermediary between the

valleys, those at Herington and Florence were others,

i
!

i

 To the north and west of Kansas City and Topeka the lMexican

in railroad centers such as Horton (shops) and Phillipsburg

(engine changef on the Rock Island may be regarded as a feed back
from the former cities as the railroad network provided no direct
access fron Me:xdco, Conseguently, the lHexican colonies remained
relatively small when they did establish themselves in that part

of the state and never profited by the general movement of lexicans
toward larger towns when railroad employment decreased.?

Distribution of Mexicans throughout the state can be better
told by the State and Federal Census reports, but census reports
on Mexicans appear to be unreliable in some instances, Yet, Kansas
census reports on lexzicans are more reliable than for the South-
western states because there was no guestion of confusion with
older Spanish-speaking groups.

The census figures, which appear in Table 4, taken by the
State of Kansas in 1915 and 1925, are bhelieved unreliable because
of under enumeration, They show fewer lexicans in botﬁ those
years than the United States Census show in 1910, 1920 and 1930.
Over enumeration appears not to bhe the case of 1910, 1920 and

1630 because witnesses to the growth of individual Mexican commui-
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nitics agree that there were more Mexicans in Kansas in 19215 than
in 1910, and probably more in 1925 than in 1220, certainly more
than in 1930 when the tide had begun to recede slightly.

The 1930 census reports did not distinguish the foreign born
among ‘“liexicans" from their children.r Then, "lMexicans" were
.classified uith "other Races," that is, not white or egro, and
vere defined as persons of liexican birth or parentage who were

not definitely reported as white or Indian,
TABLE 4

MEXICAI FORDIGH BORYE OF 1915 AND 1925 KANSAS CHNSUS AlD OF 5
UNITED STATES CEMSUSES, INCLUDING "MEXICAHS" OF 1930 CEXSUS. S
(FOR COUNMTIES OF PRINCIPAL INTDREST)

Principal -

1905 1910 1920 County Mexican 1515 1925 1930

Settlement

i3 169 449 Butler Elcorado 62 113 351
. 62 141 Chase Strong City . 122 387
. # .o wa W Saffordville . - -
& 87 3792 Cowley - Arkansas City 60 48 470
T - PR T Winfield i iw e
.se 125 257 Dickinson Herington 104 245 341
.o 107 62 Ldwards Kinsley . 53 140
o @ 67 96 BEllsworth Kanopolis 52 122 229
. 137 234  Finney Garden City 134 268 571
.o 366 369 Ford Docdge City 196 240 614
.e 47 2356 Franklin Ottawa .e 46 2009
i % 395 387 Harvey Hevwiton 118 373 555
‘. o 229 Labette Parsons 8 88 287
.w 224 428 Lyon Emporia 232 207 591
. 133 406 lorion Florence 233 182 368
% 230 328 Montgomery Coffeyville 313 143 358
.s .o «a @ Independence 4 i .
. 46 496 eosho Chanute 4] 70 420
.o 456 467 Reno Hutchinson 168 303 473
i 109 121 Rice Lyons 22 159 318
oy 35 167 Saline Salina 31 145 334
67 562 893 Sedgwick Tichita 357 741 1444
34 376 915 Shaunec Toneka 469 052 1864
10 gd 7 R 5 s iy wellingten 101 210 510
54 152 2209 lilvanclotte Kansas City a6 1152 2311

dminvicons” as ecarlier defined,
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Other counties with more than 100 Mexicans in 1930 were Barber
158, Barton 165, DBrown 463, BElk 355, Gray 103, Horris 119, Osage
173, Phillips 102, Pottawatomie 154, and Scott 107, The people of
Elk county reported that Memnicans were never numerous among them,
The 1230 count there has been explained by the presence of an cxtra
gang, Similar explanations probably apply to Barber, Gray, Potta-
watomie and Scott counties. HMexicans in Barton, Horris and Osage
counties were distributed in several points, though the county
seats contained the largest numbers.

" As the figures indicate in Table 4 and in Table 1 (page 14)
fﬁexicans in Kansas were very conspicuocus by 1910 and by the early
‘1920'5 their number had doubled. It was not until 1929-1930 that
a reduction in numbers occured, but by this date definite and stable
communities had been developed.? Ho doubt extreme geographic mobil-
ity of the Mexicans, at least that exhibited by those employed in
éxtra gangs of railroads, accounts for some of the discrepancies
that appear in the census figures, It should be remembered also
that many of these first generation immigrants arrived in the state
as aliens and maintained this-status for many years. Conseguently,
it was often difficult for them to develop "roots" or a liking for
a given community, and this might frecguently result in movement
into a new community or a different state, possibly a new occupa-
tion.

Yet, one can detect the patterns of lMexican distribution in
the State of Kansas for the period 1900-1930, By and large it was
deternined by their enployment with the railroads and to a lesser
degree by the demands of the salt, sugar and meat packing industries.
Also because oi the few skills which the HMexican immigrant pos-

sessed o a certain extent dictated his position in the available
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labor market of Ilansas and his consequent place of settlement.
The various steps taken by the Hexican, from the actual process
of immigrating from 0ld ilexico to eventual settlement in Kansas,
was for some a long and ardurous experience, for others short and
requiring less adjustment, but for all a new and alien environment

with which to cope.
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CHAPTER V
MEXICAITS IM KAMNSAS: 1900-1940
LDUCATION AD ElPLOYMENT
{The nigront ¢generation, the generation of the 1900-1940 period,
had its cultural orientation and loyalities invested in lexico for
obvious reasons., Upon arriving and settling in Kansas it experi-
enced the normal nostalgia that all immigrants tend to have for
the old country, hut in addition it met harsh social rejection and
isolation that made the cultural loyalty all the stronger. N7As a
group the liexicans up until World War II occupied in Kansas a role
of separation often stigmatized with inferiority.

The non-emploving groups in the various Kansas communities and
cities often treated the llexicans with less consideration than
their direct employers. At best, their welcome was generally as
laborers, rather than as people,

In the summer of 1910 a group of lexican gang laborers jour-
neyed to Kinsley, Kansas, to work at railroad track maintenance.
Then their train arrived nearly the entire town was there to see
them., Undoubtedly, it was guite a novelty to see the "new foreign-
ers." Their garments and their race marked them, they were pictur-
escaue with their characteristic clothing and broad palm sombreros.l
The arrival of the Mexicans was no doubt a curiosity to the citi-
zenry of Kinsley, but this introduction was probably the normal
reaction as additional members of this ethnic group made their
way into numerous communities across Kansas in the first guarter

of the twentieth century, :

“Pranco,; P« 34,
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Hany of these licxicans would return to their homeland, but a
large percentage would remain and seek permanent scttlement because
their services were in demand by the railroads and agricultural
interests., Others would work in such industries as meat packing
and salt mining while some would toil for a limited period in the
coal mines2 of southeastern Kansas, but the greatest number,
initially attracted toward railroad employment, would until Vorld
War II and immediately thereafter remain as the primary element in
the upkeep and maintenance of railroads in Kansas.

In the rural Southwest, liexican labor has been the dominant
element in the sunply practically ever since intensive agriculture
developed., Indeed, in smaller numbers the lexican preceded agri-
culture, serving originally as vaguero and pastor for duetios of
his own nationality or as an independent owner of his own flock
or herd.

‘fIn Kansas, however, he was, relatively speaking a latecomer
comnpared to other immigrant groups, what industry there was in such
larger cities of Kansas City, Topeka and Uichita had already
reached a high state of development, and had been accustomed to
receiving immigrant laborers from Europe, With the exception of
the meat-packing industry and railroads in thesc cities, the

demand for Henican laborers was almost nonexistent. Had there

2Little evidence points to the enployment of lHexicans in the
coal fields. & national study conducted by the U.S. Immigration
Commission in 1911 makes little mention of lcxican workers in the
coal producing area of southeastern Kansas, but this study does
point out that liexicans were employed by the hundreds in the
adjacent coal fields of Oklahoma, Slight mention is mace of
liexicans employed in the Kansas coal fields by J.il. Carman in his
phary L AERA WO 6 UPHrateny Torwuerhy Dadtn an Hanpagst  Sep
especially Volume II, p. 223 to note the declining significance of
lexicans between 1910-1230 in Crauford County.
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been a great demand for his services it is doubtful if the Mexican
could have gualificd because of his limited education and the lan-
guage barrier. Decause of these handicaps, the lMexican had little
choice but to accept employment that bordered on menial labor and
was largely unskilled, The positions that the members of this
ethnic group came to occupy had long been begiﬁning points for
older immigrants and work that many Anglos looked down upon be-
cause of the low wages offered and the poor working conditions.

In essence, the Mexican in Kansas filled the vacuum that existed
because of the lack of unskilled labor;ﬂ

/ Arriving from a society whose economy was based essentially
upog‘agrarian étandard, the Mexican had few credentials to offer
in the way of education. The Dgaz Administration, that which ruled
Mexico from 1876 until its downfall in 1210, did not establish 2
single school for the lower classes or Indians. As late as 1910,
seventy per cent of Mexico's rural population were illiterate.3
It should similarly be noted that "nothing in Mexico can be under-
stood without bearing in mind that until a few years ago the
Indians [End nost Hestizoé:]were economically enslaved, intellec-

tually disinherited and politically eliminated.éj

’
-

" Coming from a culture that did not prize mass cducation, £f£ind-
ing it necessary to put even his elementary-age children to work,
and perhaps feeling frustratedly that an education would not help
him overcome the prejudices and disdainful. treatment he received,

the lexican failed drastically to take advantage of the educational

3Henry B, Parkes, A History of llexico (BDoston: 1970), p. 398.

A

“John bewey, ".exico's dducational Lenaissance," The Kev
Republic XLVIII, Ilo, 516, (Scptember, 1926),.p. 116,
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opportunities open to him in the United States, Of all the groups
listed in the United States Census of 1230, he had the lowest
percentage of school attendanceS a factor of course that in the
long run militated against him and his future advancement. ;

/In Kansas, an egual negative portrayal of the Mexicans'

X
achievements can be noted. The immigrant parent, after arrival
in the State, had little chance for formal education., With a few
exceptions, if education was considered at 2ll, it was in terms of
ecducation for his children, and this was dependent upon the atti-
tude of the parent as to the immediate value of an education.
Nuite often llexican children supplemented the family income by
working beside the parent in the sugar beet fields of Western
Kansas. Such enployment was looked upon as a family endeavor,
totally divorced from everything but the all-important monetary
effort to be gained,

f In the railroad industry, elementary-age boys vere employed
as waterboys in and around railroad shop areas. Other work cate-
gories were also filled by liexican adolescents in railroad work.
Hany children who attended school had to leave before graduation
"in order to supplement the meager family income with their
earnings."6

{By using literacy rates and school attendence as criteria,
it can be determined that in 1925 a vast majority of lexicans in

Kansas were in need of acguiring the English language and children

51930 U.5. Census: Population, 2: 1094-1095,

B ' i
Riecart, p. 40; sce also Paul S, Taylor for an overview of
cducation of Maricons in the Thited States, llexicon Tabor in the

United Stotes: <Chicago and the Calumec .legion (Derkeley: 15325,
Yole 7; De 172
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of school age were not receiving an education. In Topeka, ninety-
two percent of the first generation Mexicans were listed as illit-
erate and only a little over fifty percent of their offspring of
school age were attending school.7 Data for the lMexican communi-
ties at Emporia and Hutchinson indicate similar results. For the
former city, eighty-five percent of the adults were illiterate and
only fifty-six percent of their offspring of school age were
attending school while the respective figures for Hutchinson are
eighty-two and sixty-two percent.sj Yet, numerous efforts were
beiﬁg made during World War I and the postwar period to alleviate
illiteracy and educate the adult population for citizenship.

One of the earliest of such programs began during the late
stages of VWorld War I and extended into the 1920's in Kansas City,
Kansas,., Various charitabkle ancd benevolent institutions in Kansas
City sponsored these programs and geared their efforts at "making
the aliens loyal American citizens.”9 Although some Mexican chil-
dren were being indoctrinated in the educational system at this
time the greatest efforts were directed toward the Hexican adults
then enployed in the various meat packing plants. IToonhour neet-
ings were established and class study groups set up to accomodate
various alien workers along with the Hexican, who had recentiy

arrived from liexico., Similar efforts were sponsored by the

7State of Kansas, "Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1925," Teopeka, Vols, 211-213, Jard 2.

BIbid., Emporia, Vol. 127 and Hutchinson, Vols, 178-179,

o

T T = i e e 2, e P A i P DU S " vy oA Es Y ey N e T o R R -
L 200 GRy WL OE A0 Al il b i il ’ PERE Do RS OGS oy LeomEy LLBED

1921} (Pamphlet located at the Konsas State iistorical Society,
Topeka, Kansas).



60
Methodist churches in the Argentine Hexican Mission.lo

By the mid to late 1920's other church and charitable organ-
izations in cities and communities throughout the state of Kansas
were becoming conscious of the presence of llexicans and were under-
taking programs to indoctrinate llexicans for United States citizen-
ship. The Topeka Public School System and Pro&ident Association,
the Emporia Public School System and VWomans Christian Temperance
Union and in iTichita the Presbyterian Church and YUCA sponsored
classes which were conducted in reading and writing of the English
language.ll These religious affiliated organizations also aided
the Mexicans in such tasks that ranged from securing furniture and
caring for sick children to lessons in a proper diet and the prepn-
aration of American dishes.l2 The end result of most of the citi-
zenship drives were negative except for a token few, It would not
be until World ar II that the majority of Mexican adults would
become American citizens, and then, often only at the insistence
of their enplovers.

Of course the intangible results of the night classes for
English language instructions and citizenship cannot be measured,
but it must e concluded that any exposure of the Mexican to aAnclo
social contact was beneficial from the standpoint of breaking down

isolation between the two groups and easing mutual misunderstandings.

10For many years in Kansas City, Kansas, there were two dis-
tinct Mexican settlements. One located in the Armourdale section
served the meat packing plants while the Argentine llexican settle-
ments were primarily employed with the railroads.

llFor Toneka, see the Topeka Daily Canital, November 31, 1930;
for Ymporia, the Emporia Daily Gazette, December 9, 1947, and for

i
LI
3075

o, Dyameg, ™y 7 L%0E

.

l?'Franco, po. 71-72.
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FPormal education for the first generation Mexican was not
achieved. He constituted a class of unskilled labor13 and only
occasionally would one arise above the position of hand laborer
into skilled positions, Yet, there are notable exceptions.l4
FTach wave of immigrants that have come to the United States have
usually started at the bottom of the socio-economic scale, In
time its abler or more fortunate members have moved up the ladder,
some slowly, some rapidly, some one way, some by another., The
schools have provided the route by which many have changed their
occupational levels, but this is dependent on time and is at best
achieved by the third generation, sometimes by members who repre-
sent the second generation, The extent to which the Kansas pubklic
and parochial schools enabled Mexican children to alter their
inherited status as hand laborers before World War II must be
viewed at this stage.

In the towns and communities of Kansas where the texicans
settled, there was a noticable tendency, particularly where they
were present in numbers, for Mexicans to live in groups., Some-
times the colonies were at the edge of town in a distinct guarter,

as at Emporia, Newton and Hutchinson, or even completely removed

13 70hn C. Russell and W.D. Broadnax, "Minorities in Kansas;
A Quest for Equal Opportunity," (Topeka: 1968}, p. 58 and Ricart,
p. 37.

14Even though there are probably numerous other Mexican
Americans in Kansas of the first generation who on their own
initiative and own time attended educational classes and took
correspondence courses to better their economic position, it was
beyond the author's resources to locate others. The three
following meople are only examples of some who moved from unskilled
to skilled positions or even became entrepreneurs, For biographi-
cal dhebdbes Soe Ww Fanka Todldy Caviisd . Jie 33, 3866 Fox 41E
carcer of José Garcia, the Ilutcainson paily ileus, November 24,
1968 for Jim HMartinez, and the Gorden City Telegram, June 14-15,
1971 for Pcte Sondoval,
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from the habitations of the townspeople as at Garden City.l5 Such
settlement patterns had no preconceived design, but were largely
dictated by those who employed the llexican, and most importantly,
by the iiexicans themselves., Such residential restrictions limited
the lexican to his own group but these were not so often inposed
by the qommunity as sought by the HMHexican himself, It was only
natural and customary for new-comers to settle in an already
established Mexican district for protection, understanding and
companionshin.,

P

E These settlement patterns which resulted in segregated
llexican communities allowed them to remain alocof from American-
izing influences, Only slowly did lexican children associate with
Anglo children in public and parochial school, thus causing the
barriex between them and the general culture of the community to
break cdown., It can be noted with little hesitation that education
for the pre World War II Mexican children was based upon segrega-

16

tion. This in itself inhibited the advancement of the Mexican

]

;

ethnic group to better social and economic positions,
With few exceptions, Mexican children attended parochial

schools at the primary level.17

The Catholic church has main-
tained at times at least a dozen national parishes in Kansas for
o 18 : . . "

Hexzicans . and credit must be given to it for offering to the

lexican child its initial indoctrination in education., lMe:rican

IS

YScarmen, vol. 2, pp. 440-241,

lGThe Topeka Capital Journal, December 18, 1961.

17

Ricart, p. 37.

’
1 Fa

ks
“Caxman, Yel. 2, p. 236,
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graduates from high school were rare prior to World War II, but a
' .. 19

pointed increasc appeared in the post-war period.

J'a
i

| ?hat the educational development of the Mexican was not high
for the veriod under discussion is not difficult to explain. If
the first generation immigrant had little or no education why
should his offspring?20 Little in the way of éducation was needed
for section or extra gangs on the railroads wvho drove spikes, laid
ties, and revorked roadbeds. Likewise, in the sugar beet fields,
formal education was no prereguisite for hoeing or thinning sugar
beets. Such rationale might peoint to the lack of motivation but
other factors nust also be taken into consideration. Though it
is true that mény of the second generation children followed the
same line of employment as their fathers, it was a decision hardly
hased on choice, and quite often had little to cdo with the amount
of education one had,zl E

Some of the low educational status can be explained in tecinms

of difficulties encountered with bilingualism, high mobility
necessitated as transient workers, and perhaps a culture that
values ”living”22 rather than schooling. First, high geographical
mobility was for many years a detriment to a stable way of life
for the Mexican, This, perhaps as much as any other factor inhib-

ited the education for members of this ethnic group. The railroad

lglicart, pP. 39-40; Carman, Vol. 2, pp. 950-951 on the tell-

ington lesiicans and The Topeka Cawnital Journal, December 19, 1961.

20,4, - 4 I ;
This sentiment was euxpressed by several liexican Americans
who were interviewed by the author, The intervievees designated
that their icdentity remain anonynous.
2] -

“Tha TEheria Dailsr Tassthe . Docerhdér 10, 19247

[ 308

s vy .. f

22 : S . / ; : ;
The lodern liewico Essay, ed. Jose L, llartinez, (Toronto:

1965), "ithe Character of the Hexican,® José ©. Iturriaga, pp. 486-
/1871
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and sucar bheet industry were the two agencies which more than
others served to draw the le:iican into Kansas and scatter him
throughout the country.

 It is worth noting that the railroads wanted him, as a rule,
from liarch to October, and the beet growver, roughly, for the same
period., What he did the rest of the year did not as a rule inter-
est many of them. The lMexican was often critized as a rover; here
today and somevwhere else tomorrow, Yet, from all observations it
would appear that the Mexican's habits were not inherently migra-
tory, but the habits of the industries which furnished him a
livelihood nost certainly were.

;fAs late as 1950 it has been noted that in Kansas "the major-
ity of the lMexzican families still use Spanish as their habitusl
language.“23 The poor school attendance record and limited average
grades completed by the Mexican in part can be attributed to their
inability to speak English, Hore than often the case was to dis-
courage the use of the Spanish language by lexican students,
Failure to learn the English language within a prescribed period
of time guite often resulted in class failure at the primary level;
thus encouraging drOpoutS:“ Tithin the family structure itself
mutual suspicion must have developed when there was the inability
of either generation to comprehend verbkalization.

Indeed, the le:xican found himself at a considerable disadvan-
tage in attaining an education prior to 1941, The aAmerican culture
has traditionally placed a premium on the amount of scheooling an
indivicdual attains. This concept ran counter to the llexican

immigrants' life-style. After all, the culture from which the

2840 - ] ]
JRlcart, n., 203 for an ppposite view see Franco, p. 48,
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MHexican had left had been geared to an agricultural tempo, and
after his arrival in the United States the conflict which he
encountered between rural and urban values only impeded his edu-
cational achievements.

In migrations to centers of population and industrial and
econonic prosperity the Mexican was not prepared educationally to
understand and blend into the industrial society in which he was
moving., This is no better illustrated than to view the various
occupations which he becamne embedded in until Yorld War II. Un-
skilled manual labor was to be almost exclusively his method of
earning a livelihood,

The industries in which he labored were meat-packing, salt
mining, sugar beet and railroads. In terms of the numbers enployed
in each industry, the fevest were employed in meat packing and the
majority were occupied in railroad track maintenance.

The meat packing centers were largely confined to Kansas City,
Wichita and Topeka. Of the three cities, Kansas City was easily
the mest important in the slaughteriﬁg and processing of meat.
Senate investigations in 19GS: found only thirteen persons of
iHexican descent among the 7,023 employees of meat nacking firms in
lansas City.z‘{‘L A statement in 1907 "that lexicans in 51 Paso fre-
guently gave Kansas Cilty as their destination and that it was an
emnploynent center for them”25 could apply only to the railroads
and for distribution to extra and section gangs. IHowever that may

be, the railroads and later the packing houses were long the main

24 a0 S : i :
Dillinchaem Commission Reports, "Immigrants in Industries,"
Vol., 75, paxrt IT, =, 271,

25

Clark, p. 475,
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employees of ilerxicans in both Kansas Citys. A number of the pack-
ing plants reported that before VWorld War I they employed few
lexicans, but by 1921 from twenty to thirty Mexicans were employed
in si:it packing houses, located primarily in the Armourdale dis-
trict.26 The emplovment of Mexicans at Armour Meat Packing did
not become important until 1921 when they were.used as strile- -
breakers.

{ In Topeka, employment in the packing houses occupied sone
llexicans, but the supply of other foreign labor did not allow the
ifexican contingent to reach the same importance as in Wichita,

The Morrell Meat Packing Company in Topeka employed the most there,
and at one period from 75 to 150 lexicans were employed.27 Hexzi-
cans in VWichita were long separated into two distinct groups.

Those in the "south" colony setfled near the railroad tracks and
were employed by the Santa Fe Railroad, The "north" colony on the
other hand was a larger settlement, and there most of the Hexicans
were employed in the packing houSes.za' Unfortunately, few llexzicans
were enployed in meat packing in comparison to the total number of
Hexicans, !Many liexicans in this industry held semi-skilled posi-
tions and received better wages than their counterparts in other
industries, Another positive feature of this industry was the
steady vear around emplovment, lMany considered work in this in-

' : 29
dustry as much to be preferred over work by the rallroads.? The

26”Program for Americanization," Kansas City, Kansas, (1920-
1921},
2T
Carman, Vol. 2, p. 930.
28y - e
:\.JC'\J_\’ g M
28

Carman, Vol. 2, p. 894 and Paul 5. Taylor, L
Chicago and the Calumet Recion,
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nunerous advantages found in this industry uwere largely absent for
those employed in the salt mining industry;w

 The mining of salt in Kansas was a relatively new industry,
when the lexicans arrived in Kansas:; having begun approximately
ten to fifteen vears previously.3o This industry is located in
south central Kansas and has long bheen associated with the cities
of Hutchinson, Lyons, Kanopolis and Little River, In each of these

31 The Mexicans

cities lMexican colonies were formed beforell920.
were introduced to these communities by the railroad and were
conseguently siphoned off for salt mine employment., Unlike the
railroads, little evidence exists to suggest that Mexicans were
recruited in lMexico or Ll Paso for the express purposc of employ-
ment in the salt mines,32 but an expansion of selt mining in Lyoas
in 1218 broucht a great influx of families to that community.33
This industry becane a principal source of employment for lHewmicans
in llutchinson and Lyons until mechinizatibn displaced many of them
after World Yar II.i)

fThroughout the 1900-1940 period Me:ricans were employed by the
hundreds in this industry. Perhaps the largest number emploved in
any one community was at Lyons where a total of approximately 200

34

labored for the Amerxican Salt Company during Vorlid Var 1i, In

the early 1920's about 150 were enployed at the lorton Salt

B0, . .
W.I', Zornow, Kansas: A Histoxry of

(I'orman: University of Oklahoma

N

he Javhawls State
), P 292.

)

lFranco, P. 52.

€3}
~J

I

The Lyons Dailv Hews, June 26, 1972,

34

A,
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Company in Hutchinson, but a shooting incident which involved two
Hexicans forced company officials to discontinue the hiring of

. 35
Mexicans. >

7

{ The strenuous and dangerous character of work in this industry
forced some lexicans into other areas of employment: more than one
\ : ; i % - I
Hexican was Known to have been killed "in the hole, Also, vage
differentials which favored Anglo salt miners doing the same type
of work created animosity and resentment among the iexican salt

37

enployees, Yet, in spite of the dangerous character of this

work end the wage discriminations, many lMexicans sought work in

this industry because of the steady employment it offered,. }

‘ If employment in the meat-packing and salt mining industries
wvere on a steady year around basis, this hardly was the case for
Mexicans who sought worl: in the sugar bheet fields of vestern Lansas.
The sugar beet industry, which for many years was entirely depen-
dent unon lexicans for field labhor, could only ofier temporary
employment for several periods of the year.é

Like the salt industry, sugar beet processing was also a
relatively new industry vhen He:xicans arrived in Kansas., Until
the 1950's, this industry was confined to the southvestern coun-
ties of Kansas: Garden City being the processing center, Mation-
ally, Mexicans "have been identified with the sugar-beet industry

’ . . : 38 E v B ‘
almost since its incedtion,” and although Kansas was not consid-

ered one of the principal growing areas, Mewxicans have long been

5 ., . . . ; n
Chencho Alfaro, personal Iinterview, Ifutchinson, Kansas,
Harch 4, 1972,

4

36
Orynen, Yol 2, 9. 87

7
Franco, p. £9.

8Mcﬂilliams, p. 1806,
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part and partial of this industry.}
iabor in the.beet fields has long been referred to as "stoop
_1abor; because of the physical back-bending process required in

4

thinning, hoeing and topping of sugar beets. The hand labor
recguirements of the crop were emceedingly large as compared with
other crops. One observer in 1919 noted that “ﬁore than 10 times
as much hand lakor is reguired to raise an acre of beets as to
raisc an acre of vheat, over 5 times as much as to raise an acre

£~

of corn, and more than twice as much as to raise an acre of

39 - y s
potatoes," The most pressing problem of the sugar beet farmer

was for many years the procurement of an adeguate labor supnly.
This labor was not available in the sugar beet areas, and many
sugar companies assumed the responsibility for recruiting such
laborers, Ifot only the individual farmer's inability to recruit
the necessary lakor, kut the desire of the sugar companies to
obtain contracts for beets motivated this action., Furthermore,
"many farmers were loathe to work a crop which reguired large
amounts of hand labor, and they disliked the idea of performing
the type of work necessary in the hand operations, which are among
the most difficult and unpleasant of agricultural operations." }

f;TO £ill this voild in the eupanding beet industry in Kansas

after 1500 were German-Russians who preceded the wide scale use

a8 . . : ;
Frank S, Harris, The Sugar Beet in America (ilew York: 18219},

40U.S. Congress, liouse of Representatives, National Defense
Maration, (76th Congress,; lst Session, Part 19, Detroit Hearings
[Agricultural Sectiofd], Sentember 23, 24, 25, 1941), (Washington:
Governrent Printing CIfice, 1941), p. 7865, (Hercinafter reiferred

by sl Wow JE1 AR Ui bhaad Niplah et |
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. o ey e o 41 ., "
of lexicans labor by about fiftcen years. The employment of
German-Russians was diminished by orld Mar I and the immigration
laws, also many former German-Russian laborers became themselves
: 42 \ —— 3
either tenants or owilers, Thus the Hexican ethnic group cone
to the rescue of the sugar beet farmers and companies, |
The rapid influx of Hexican laborers into the sugar beet

fields is guite evident for the 1915-1930 period. In 1915 there
were but 134 le:xicans residing in Finney County and é of those

yere railxoad laborers.43

By 1925 and again in 1230, their num-
bers had increased to 413 and 571 respectively,44 some left Garden
City and the sugar beet industry for greener pastures, but many

held on to toil in the fields for there was no lay off of llexican

\

; . 45 ;
workers during the depression, =~ /

5 The advantages of working in this industry vere few, if any,
and the negative features were manifold when conpared to other
areas of enployment that occupied lexicans. To ﬁention but a few
of these features were poor health and housing, child lalkor and

oV earnings. Ve - u nings i ite cates for
low en S Average annual earnings in the United States fo

the lexican workers entirely dependent upon sugar-heelt employment

4 ;
‘lCarman, Vol. 2, p. 440 and FPaul S, Taylor, Mexican Labor
in the United States: Valley of the South Platte Coloxrado,
( .

Pt

Berkeley: 1929), Vol, 6, p. 103,

4
‘2Taylor, B 105,

A . ; '
‘3State of Kansas, "Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1915," Finney County.

*4upecennial Census of the State of Kansas, 1925" Finney
County. liuch of the sugar beet labor was transient and some
pernanent which males it difficult to determine e:xact numbers
in Census Reports for any given period,

4

A5 )
Prance, P. 6l.
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for the period 1916 through World Var II was from $500 to $G00 per
family.46 There is little reason to believe that the lMexican
laborer in Hansas faired any better financially. 1In fact, figures
from the Department of Agriculture indicate that for the period
1931-1240 the sugar beet industry in Kansas paid the lowest wage
per acre for eight of these nine years when compared to the other |

fifteen leading sugar beet producing states.47>

i
i

The Garden City Sugar Company has long been the company of
vast prominence in Western Kansas. To what extent it recruited
labor is difficult to determine, but one observer noted in the
1960's this company "was still sending trucks to bring them from
Texas.”48 Permanent colonies of liexicans in the sugar producing
areas were slow in forming since this work was only seasonal,
usually from spring to f£all., These lexic¢an transients left the
beet fields after the harvesting season, usually in late £all, if
they had earned enough to make the trip from where they were
recruited, Quite often these migrants were left stranded to
"winter" in qguarters near where they had worked. One who pastored

Mexican churches in western Kansas prior to the depression noted

46‘c11111ams Da 1B3,

47rolan Committee Reworts, w». 7883,

t,

4BCarman, pP. 441, 1In the Arkansas River Vallecy to the west
in Colorado and the South Platte region, the Great Vestern Sugar
Beect Company recrulted llexican labor as early as 1916 from Southern
Colorado and WNew llexico. Shortly thercafter, El Paso becamc the
principal place of recruitment for Hexican sugar bect workers in
the Rocky Lountain region, San Antonio, Texas, became the center
from which they were recruited for the midwestern states. Sce

lci’illiams, p. 181. The Garden City Sugar Company hecame a sub-
91€ary of the Great Jcstcrﬁ Sugar Deel Connany of Colorado. oSee
YR WL L D Mume ad omihoer wrg weable o Oobrrming whien tho

tHO conwanios become affiliated, probably in the 1920's oxr 1luiu's
when IFranco was a nastor at Garden City.
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that, "in a normal year, many of them are so far in debt [?o the
companyt]at the end of the beet season that they can't get back
.home.“49 -Thus, to a certain extent llexican colonies developed
where lMexican labor had been inported for sugar-becet employment,

Of all the Hexicans who were employed in Kansas prior to 1940,
there is little doubt that those who labored in.the sugar beet
industry were subject to more hardship than others. The domination
of the sugar beet companies over their lexican employees easily led
to exploitation that was not near as discernible in the railroad
industry that employved the vast majority of the Henzicans prior to
1940, ;

If the Heﬁican ethnic group has been identified with the
sugar beet industry on the national level as was noted by one of
the leading spokesman for Mexican Americans,SD this minority in
Kansas was long synonymous with the railrocad industry. It was in
this industry that lexicans were literally employed by the thou-
sands and all the railroads that traversed Kansas between 1900
and 1940 employed Hexicén labor.51

In the 1900-1940 period most of these men were employed as
commor: laborers and worlied at unskilled jobs in track maintenance,
but others could he found at round houses and shops at such loca-

hnl

tions as Topeka, Emporia, Newton and ‘ellington on the Santa Te

49Franco, p. 42.

OMcWilliams, p. 180.

SlGovernor C.ii. Reed, lss, Kansas State Historical Society
e

o] a, Kansas. Letter dated 20 November
1230 of Clyde 1. Reed to the presidents of the railroads operating

GOTTONG T A I
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system.52 In Topeka, wherec one of the largest Santa Fe shops is
located, it was not until the late 1930's that lexicans could join
lakor unions or work in skilled labor.53 On the other railroads
in the State llexicans worked in the same capacities as those on
the Santa Fe System but were fewer in number, primarily because
of the larger network which the Santa Fe maintained in Kansas.
Again, only those railroads that had access into the southuest,
as at the Ll Paso port of entry, employed Héxican lakor to any
great extent. These two railroads which operated in Kansas and
had access to lexican labor were the Rock Island and Santa Fe,

The latter used far more Mexican labor than the former in Kansas.
For the time period under discussion it has been practically
impossible to obtain figures on the number of Hexican laborers on
any one railroad.for any given period or year in Kansas., In 19230,
in response to a letter from Governor Reed to the presidents of
the six largest railroads operating in Kansas to dismiss Mexican
aliens from their employment in favor of unemployed Anglo worlers,
it was reported at that time there were between 6,000 and 8,000
; 54

lexicans employved on Kansas railroads.” Figures released in 1928
by an officer of railway executives gives some indication to the
xztent that Mexicans were employed by railroads nationally, These

ficures, presented in table 5, include only those railroads

&
32Other railroac shops and repalr centers in Iansas where
llexicans were employed are as follows: Rock Island shops at Horton,
Herington, Caldwell and Pratt; Missouri Pacific shops at Hoisington,
Wichita, Coffeyville and Conwvay Springs. The Topeka Improvement

Survey, "Industrial Conditions in Topeka," Zenas L. Potter.
(Russell Sage Foundation: New Yorlk, 1914),

53 . 5 ; : i
'/‘.‘: e Loral g, dovaky  vigraennd igterviowr, Jowdidl Bb, 1UEE
and Jose Garcia, Topcka, personal interview, liarch 10, 1272,
By e iy . i
‘The Toneka Daily Capital, Tovember 21, 1230,
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operating in Kansas, with the e:xcention of the Southern Pacific
which emploved the greatest number of lexicans of all railroads

in the United States.55

TABLE 5

EMPLOYMENT OF MEXICAIS AS
SECTTIOH LABORLERS O
SIX RAILROADS, 1928

Section Laborers
Railroad Company Miles of Mormal Peak
Main Trackjliexican Total |liexican Total

Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe
systen 13,980,02 |6,868 10,579 8,620 13,667

Chicago, Rock 1Is-
land and Pacific 7,889,0C (1,036 .4,433 1,515 5,609

lMissouri, Kansas

and Texzas 2,916 ,00 560 2,086 659 2,714
HMissouri Pacific
~ system 2,622,00 [1,500 2,770 1,890 3,292
Union Pacific _

system 10,380.00 |2,954 7,048 4,271 8,930
Southern Pacific

systen 14,377.66 (9,622 11,456 11,314 13,344

Figures released by the same source indicate that for e:xtra
gang laborers, Hexican employees comprised about 20 per cent of
the total in this work category.SG_ In 1927, an estimate of lexican
railroad workers and their families was avpro:iimately 250,000

57
persons.

| vy e
20 i > . 4 s < .
Restriction of Hestern Hemisphere Immigration, p. S0,

%615id., . 1.

.5
s ! o
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South of the Rio Grande (iley Yorlk: 1923)




liexican railroad laborers vere introduced into Kansas as
early as 1902—03,land perhaps sooner, They increasingly becane
.important'in terms of the labor vacuum that existed in Kansas and
vere hired in indiscriminate numbers to the e:xtent that one Santa
Fe official in 1°11 reported that, "until the recent war in lexico
[@exican Revolutio@], ilexican peons were used aimost exclusively
on the Santa Fe.”58 The turbulence which resulted from this con-
flict in liexico evidently hampered the suppnly of llexican laborers
that the Santa e heretofore had easy access to. This same official
noted that, "they still are used wvhen they can be secured.”59 In
fact, the inception of the lexican Revolution affected liexican
railxroad 1abore£s already in Xansas. In the Santa Fe's official
company organ, it was pointed out that, "numerous llexican laborers
had left their construction work on the Santa Fe in Kansas and had
joined the revolutionary forces in Mexico.”ﬁo Apparently, sone
were not long in returning to the subdued way of life on the Xan-
sas wrairies. One man had joined a party of thirty revolutionaries
in Chihuahua, but on the "second day of his enlistment he encoun-
tered a troop of Mexnican regulars . . . he at once retreated in
good order toward the United States, and did not stop until he had
reached a Santa Fe work train in Kansas, where he erxchanged his

lieutenant's uniform for overalls and a shovel."61

58 : - . o
L.C. Lawton, "Irecting Hexican Laborer's IHouses," Sants
Fe Emplovees lMagazine, September, 12911, p. 75.

59

Ibid,

60 2 : i
J.I'e Farrell, "Along the Lines," Santa Fe Innlovees

llagazine, January, 1911, p. SO0,

it o R

“Linaa,
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; Up until 1910, no systematic effort was made by the Santa TFe
to retain llexicans on a permanent basis, but by 1911, because of
the scarcity of railwroad workers for track maintenance, and due to
the positive performance of llexicans on this railroad's coast and
vestern division, efforts were under way to "obtain_a better

62 Plans were

trained and steadier class of Mexican:]iaborers.“
made to construct housing "for these laborers in a way not befo;e
attenpted to any extent by the Santa Fe" sd that men with families
could locate on each railroad section.ﬁ Tvio basic reasons neces-
sitated this decision by Santa Fe officials. One argument pointed
out the semi-nomacdic life of the laborer without housing who guite
frequently "developed into a vagrant class, guite similar to the
American hobo.”63 Secondly, it was emphasized in 1911 that, "“the
few families that have been employed previously have constructed
their own dugouts, or tie houses with mud roofs, similar to those
usually found in Hew México, but there is no earth in Kansas which
will water or stand up like the adobe in the arid country, and it
has been common after a heaﬁy rain for the occupants of these dirt-
roof homes to leave, the railway thus losing its section la.‘cor."G4
‘ﬁfhis policy of providing housing for Mexican laborers on the
Santé e was initiated prior to Yorld War I and continued into the
post Torld ‘lar II period. Such a policy plan attracted llexican

immigrants into this industry, though it was not e:xcluded f£rom the

sugar beet and s0lt mining industries. This housing, which bore
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the occupational stamp of its lMexican employees, was constructed
on railway property, and rental fees for the ilerxican employees was

oo 8 65
usually only a minimal charge of from $1.00 to $2.00 a month,
In itself, this policy indicated a benevolent and paternalistic
attitude adopted by the Santa Fe railroad which was maintained

™,
1
]

vith its lMexican employees over many years of their relationship, )
: /
- oz i
As ecarly as 1910, llexicans were to be employed all over the-
Santa Fe system, and by 1913, with the displacement of other ethnic
groups in track maintenance by the liexicans it was apparant to
officizls that the language differences betwveen the Anglo foreman
cem ok . , : 66 3 -
and liexican traclk laborer had to be overcome, This deficiency
in communication was signalized in 1913 when the Santa Fe issued

Spanish dictionaries to all its track foremen, At this time it

was noted by roadmaster Al Yest of the Hewton division that,
"almost all the section work on the Santa Fe is now done by the

'Hombres,' and this (@ictionary is to assist the foremen in

giving his oxders as the Mexican laborers will understand what is

wanted if the command is given in their native tongue better than

67

if it is given in English," West went on to emphasize that,

"almost all the foremen can speak a sort of liexican lingo, but the
book will he a help to those who have not mastered some of the

; 68
toncue twisters,"

GSSotero Gil, Abilene, personal interview, March 28, 1972
and Ramon Pedrosa, Newton, personal interview, April 23, 1972,

66
p. 327,
67

L.L. Uaters, Steel Rails to Santa Fe (Lawrence: 1950),

The Topeka Canital Journal, ». 1, overber 21, 1913.

r
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Regardless of the communication gap which was not completely
overcome, cspecially for many Mextican lzaborers who were continually
. plagued by their inability to master the English language hecause
of the habitual use of Spanish in their secgregated communities,
usually nothing but warm pralse was elicited from Santa Fe offi-
cials when speaking of the perxrformance of its Héxican employees,
Of course some of the early attitudinal assessments were skeptical
of a new labor element that had not been thoroughly tested, but
with the passage of time little bhut the best traits and qualities
of the Mexican were noted.

Late in the nineteenth century when the governing policy
between privaté industry and the federal government was onc of
laissez-faire, a similiar policy existed between railroad manage-
ment and their employees. The railroads then had little interest
in their cmployees except as a certain necessary part of the
machine. One railroad historian has adegquately noted that during
this period, “the only phases in which they [%ailroadé:lwere inter-
ested were wvhether the work [@f employeeéz]was done satisfactorily
and whether the rate of pay was sufficiently low.”69 This old
individualistic concept of the relations between employer and
emnloyee showved signs of breaking up during the period when lie:i-
can emigrants began working on American railroads, but it would
vet be some time before railroads begah to realize that satisfied
worlkers were the one good guarantee of satisfactory work. This
same attitude which governed the relations between management and

labor was reflected by an official of the Rock Island as late as

~

C
UJRobcrt 15, Riegel, The Story of the Vestern Railroads (lew
York: 1926), b« 240,
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1917. Speaking on the subject of labor efficiency in maintenance-
of-way work, this engineer pointed out that, "labox, or laboring
men have too often been looked upon as cogs or spokes in the wheel,
when it should have been borane in mind that each and every indi-
vidual has his own personality, his own feeling, his own indiffer-
ence, his own ambitions."7o This disinterestedness and lack of
understanding on the part of management toward llexican laborers
is reflected in the early assessments of this ethnic group. 7o
expect otherwise in a period of racial intolerance would have been
excentional indeed.

One railway official in 1907 spoke on the problem of Mexican
workers and noted that his company's chief difficulties were due
to ignorance of the language, "and the rough ways of our foremen --

71 The

who sometimes frighten the Mexicans so.they won't work."
tradition among foremen that "rough ways" were the only means of
getting work out of the Mexicans was widespread in an industry
where mild ways were hardly customary. Supervisors fired and
hired easily; and employees guit or risked dismissal as easily.
Prior to their use in Kansas on a large scale, the Mexicans
had proven their value as laborers when they had surpassed the
efforts of the Navajo and Mojave Indians and the Japanese in the
desert southwest. 1In a rather biased article, entitled the "Pass-
ing of the Indian Sectionman;" which was published in 1909; it was

noted that, "the Mexicans are satisfied any place where they have

the meanest shelter and their daily portion of chili con carne,

7OE. Wanamaker, "Purchase and Maintenance of Labor on Rail-

nge, august 31, 1917, p. 391,

Lelark, p. 478,
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allway laborers step aside to let a train pass. Many of
the railroads that operated in the Southwest were dependent upon

such Mexican extra and section gang laborers from the turn of the
century up until the 1930's. Drawing from Scribner's Magazine,

Mexican r

Vol. 34, (Summer. 1903% w5 "4pk
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frijoles and cigarettes, and all things considered, for the desert
especially, they have proven themselves the most dependable and
satisfactory class of labor."72

By the time of the widespread employment of Mexicans in all
the divisions of the Santa Fe Railroad in 1913, other railroads
were giv;ng recognition to the Mexican track worker., After listing
the several disadvantages of Mexican labor, which included the
language barrier; his presence in this country as only a temporary
resident and the failure of the Mexican to become acclimated to
the hard winters in the Midwestern states, it was pointed out by
a division engineer of the Rock Island Railroad, who was then work-
ing out of Herington, Kansas; that the advantages of the Mexican
laborer "made him perhaps the best class of track labor of all the
various classes of foreign labor.”73 The advantages listed by this
éngineer included the Mexicans refusal to be clannish;74 so often
common among other foreign railroad laborers; his excellance as an
extra gang laborer; his ability to do a "full day's work in a warm
climate that a northern born man could not stand;” and his faith-

75 |

fulness and steadiness as a worker. Yet, these remarks clash

sharply with those related by an observer of Mexican labor in 1908,

72J.C. Rockhold, "Passing of the Indian Sectionman," Santa Fe
Emplovees Magazine, June, 1909, p. 749.

73L.J.'Hughes, "The Mexican as Track Laborer," The Railway .
Age Gazette, September 20, 1912, p. 528,

74Yet, one such case of clannishness might be noted. A& lMex-
ican laborer employed on an extra gang for the Santa Fe in Kansas
during the teens related to Taylor that a rail inspector at Mel-
vern, Kansas, found a rail one inch distant from the next rail.
The inspector fLired the foreman, and the Mexican crew all left

the job in wroltest. Yoavlor's ialormant Feound his way to Topceka
and later to Chicago. See Paul 5. Taylor, pp. 264-265.
75

Ibid., bp. 528-529,
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Victor Clark, a well-known and astute economist and historical
writer during this period, was told that, "Mexicans lacked ambi-
« BN ; weré irregular in shop attendance and were known to drink
hard after paydays, thus losing part of their time."76 This lack
of ambition could probably be accounted for by the fact that they
were kept subordinate to American and Luropean ﬁorkers by a line
drawn in accordance with nationality rather than competency. Clark
later would add that the Mexicans strongest point was his willing-
ness to work for a low wage but concluded that he compared favor-
ably with other nationalities in railroad work‘.77 Another railroad
official who had supervised Mexican labor since 1892 and was em-
ployed with the.Santa Fe in Kansas both praised and criticized the
Mexican worker in 1912, but felt he could accomplish more work
with Mexicans than most other classes [}oreigﬁ] of labor.78 HNot
only did the Mexican labor compare favorably with other nationali-
ties in most instances but he surpassed most others in performance,

{.In the late 1920's when pressure was applied by labor unions;
racist writers and congressional leaders in the southwest to re-
strict the movement of Mexican nationals into the United States
and place the country of Mexico on the guota system as had been
accomplished with earlier legislaticn in the 1920's against Euro-
pean immigration, the prime spokesmen against such a curtailment
of Mexican labor were the agricultural-interests and railroad

industry. Pleading with a Congressional Committee on Immigration

7GClark, p. 480,

"T1pid., p. 496 and 499.

/bM. Ganley, "Characteristics of the Mexican," The Santa Fe
Employees Magazine, September 20, 1912, p. 525.
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in 1928 for a continuance of a policy of free importation of Hexi-
can labor, the Santa Fe solicitor general gave the following.
reasons: "the severity of the climate: the unavoidance of hard-
ships incicdent to living conditions:; the nature of the work to be
done and the uncertainty of permanent employment consnire to make
this part of work unattractive to white men, and thus the railroads
must look to the M-xican.”79 Each of these reasons were essentially
correct except that "white men" were employed by the Santa Fe on
its section and extra gangs, but not near in numbers when compared
to Mevican laborers. Within several years of this Concdressional
Hearincs when the Great Depression was at its height and millions
of Americans were unemployed, the “white.man” replaced the Mexican
track laborers by the hundreds in Kansas.go But even theh, the
Santa Fe System in Kansas found it difficult to retain "Anglo
workers" for some left for more lucrative employment in the wheat

A
fields.gl) Yet, the accusation frequently'made that Anglo laborers
would not work in railroad maintenance, which he felt was beneath
him

, is unfounded. This might have been the case in the desert

Southwest where all labor was scarcer than the Midwest, but not
in Kansas,
Again,[when one looks at the wages received by the Mexican

railroad workers one must distinguish between wages paid in the

79Statement of E.E. McInnis, General Solicitor, Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway System, before Committee of Immigra--
tion, U.S. Senate, Restriction of Western Hemisphere Immigration,
p. 97.

0 ' | : '
Franco, pp. 39-40, and Ricart, p. 4.
81 - 4o - Ty dapr 10T -1 o g .Q') o T L. N ")y BT 2
Letter dated Hovember 22, 1230 from 1.5, Storey, President
off the Atchison, ‘lopcka and Santa e Railway, to Governor C.i.
Reed, located in lss., Governor Reed, Topeka, Kansas.
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desert Southwest and wages paid in the Midwest (Kansas)., There is

no doubt that the Mexican railroad laborer did suffer from wage

82

discrimination in the Southwest, but not in Kansas. In 19211,

the Dillingham Commission Reports indicated that of all the labor-

ers employed as maintenance-of-way workers in the Pacific Coast

837
/

Only 5.3 percent received a wage of $1.50 or more a day while 86.1

and Rocky Mountain States, the Mexicans were the lowest paid,

percent received under 31.25.84 Percentages from this source

. indicates that no other ethnic group came close to this low wage
paid-the Mexican, Data for other ethnic groups which was based

on general nativity and race include the English and Japanese,
Figures for the English and Japanese laborers on a wage scale of
$1.25 and under, $1.25 to $51.50 and $1.50 and over are respectively:

85

.0, 5.4, 94,6 and 19,0, 80,5 and .5. For the Mexicans this had

[
been the trend since before 1900 when many received a wage of 88
éents a day.

Clearly, the Mexican laborer was considered "cheap labor" in

the Southwest for it was noted that the number of Mexican section

hands employed in the VWestern-states had more than doubled since

8ZSee Mcililliams p. 168 for the difference between wages paid

in the Southwest and MHidwest, This is not to say there was no
discrimination in Kansas by the railroads. EBEvidence to be presented
later points out discrimination against Santa Fe llexican employees
did occur in denyving them positions of authority or allowing them

to enter skilled labor positions in-the shops. Here the author
wishes to state that little, if any, indication of wage discrimina-
tion existed., This is based largely on interviews with several
lfexxican Americans in various communities of the state.

83Dillingham Commission Renorts, Part 25, "Japanese and Other
Immigrant Races on the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain States."
12911, pe 19

A
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Hidwest though, the Rock Island who were then employing Mexicans,

1900 and "usually displaced or replaced cheap labor." In the
_were paying them higher wages, as was the Santa Fe, In this same
time period Hexican section hands were receiving $1.50 a day in
Kansas on these two railroads.87 In the post Uorld ar I period

to 1940, wages paid Mexican section hands in Kaﬁsas were ecuivalent
to those paid Anglo workers; both worked side by side.Ba) In the
1920's, the average daily wage of Mexican railroad section laborers
in Kansas was $2.20,89 and just prior to 1940, the daily wages
fluctuated between $2.80 and $3.25 a day.go The wage differentials,
labor market, and working conditions are clearly evident between
the Hidvest and the Southwest,

This perspective must be taken into consideration whenever

generalizing about the lMexican American for any given period in the

BO 1114,

87clark, p. 479,

: . . Z 5 .
8Personal interviews with Ramon Pedrosa, Newton; Sotero Gil,
Abilene; and Paul Torrez, Hoisington, Hay, 1972.

89 . — . . .
““llanual Gamio, Hexican Immigration to the United States,
Ds 39 '

90Personal interviews with ilexican mericans who were then
enployed by Santa e and vearly statement of earning forms loconed
to the author by an employee of the liissouri Pacific Railroad,
Paul Torrez of NLoisington; Socorxo i, Ramirez, "A Survey of the
Mexicans in bmporia, Kansas," unpublished Ilaster's Thesis, (Kansas
State Teachers College, Emporia: 1242), p. 26.
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In the railroad industry, the Santa Fe in particular becane
very popular with the iemrican workers, and work for this conpany
was often sought not only by employees on other railroads because
of the better wages and working conditious,92 but by lexicans who
vere making their initial entry inte Kansas. A Hexican national
who began work with the Santa Fe in Kansas in 1920 as a section
hand and was later promoted to timekoeper reported that he was
often sent to Oklahoma and Texas to assist in bringing new lexican
recruits to Kansas. In accompanying these new laborers, this
informant freguently asked the recruits why they had chosen to
work on the Santa Fe, and invariably their answer was the associa-
tion the new workers made between their religion and the symbol
which has long been the official emblem of the Santa Fe.93 This
emblen, which can be found on all of this railroads' rolling stock,

is in the form of a circle with an upright bar traversed by a

glmuls pelspcctlve which pertains to the relative dificr-
ences bhetween the lexican residing in the Midwest and those in the
Southwest, 1s a research topic that has not been adequately e~
plored, especially for the interwar period, Two noted writers who
wrote extensively on the lMe:xicans during this period differ con-
siderably when they wrote their pnioneering studies. Paul 5. Taylor,
an econonist, accurately makes this distinction when he studied
the Mexican colonies in Chicago in 19232, He points out the differ-
ences that eizisted between this region and the southwest in terms
of not only working conditions, wage differentials and the labor
narket but discrimination and social conditions, See his Hexican
Labor in the U.S.: Chicago and Calumet Region, p., 25 and pp. 277~
78, lienuel Ganio, an anthropoligist who wrote before Taylor and
micht not have had access to as much source material, generalizes
considerably about the llexican in the U.S. and does not drau the
sharp distinctions  then existing between the two regions. Sece his
ilexican Immigrations to the United States, passim,

92ncatrice . Griffith, American e (Boston: 1948), p. 121;
ardl personnd  wlbeewletd 4R & ctoro Gi1, iAbhilene, Hensas.

a3

r

Chencho Alfaro, personal interview, Ilutchinson, Kansas.
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horizontal one. Many of the new lexican laborers interpreted .this
enblem as a cross and felt they would receive better treatment by
a company which displayed this emblem, Yet, aside £from this in-
stance which only was incidental, there is substance to the fact
that the Santa Fe was looked upon as one oi the railroads that was
morce considerate of its lMexican employees,

One author who analyzed the social and econonic conditions
of the liexicans in the Southwest in the interwar period has peinted
out that, "of the three great western railroads, the Southern
Pacific has received the reputation for being the worst in its
treatment of liexican employees, with the Union Pacific running
closely behind.“94 She concludes that "wvhenever possible the men
try to get on the payroll of the Santa Fe, for not only does this
line have more consideration for the ilexticans it employees, but
its pay rates are higher than those of the other two railroads.“95
Such sentiment was expressed in spite of two statenents made by
Santa Fe cmployees, one an engineer and the other a general foreman,
who hint strongly of exploitation. The engineer reported in the
mid 1920's that "anyone who knows how to manage llexicans can cet
nore work out of them than any other class,"96 and this same state-
ment runs parallel to that of a general foreman when Speaking on
"How to Handle Mexican Labor" related that, "when properly handled
they are willing to do a great deal for a man, after working for

ridiculously low wages or giving the very best of service for

A
24Griffith, p. 121.

95,
Ihid,

[ el

““Uuoted in Vernon L. licCombs, rrom Over the pDorder, p. 51.
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common wages.”97 Yet, it would appear that the Santa Fe did have

r

more to cffer thé Me:xtican laborer, and this became more evident
during the depression crises when thousands of Mexicans were
forced or coerced to return to Mexico.

fihis depression was acutely severe for Hexican%}because many
had little time to adjust to American culture éince“their arrival
in the United States. Many had come during or after World ilar I,
and it is beyond cuestion that many were penniless upon their
arrival. Add to these conditions the fact that(ﬁost Wwere aliens
since few had talren out citizenship papers or had becone American
citizens, A&t best, most vere classified as temporary residents.
Given these conditions and the repercussions of the depression
was there little reason to expect that the lexican could endure
the trials and tribulations that taxed cven the native American?
The fact is that many were not given the chance to endure. i
movement which began in the American southwest, particularly in

o8 " b
for the systematic removal and repatriation

southern California,
of Mexican laborers to 0ld Mexico spread rapidly across the United
States and affected Mexican settlements as far removed from the

, . v s as . N .
southvest as Detroit, Hichigan. Hlexicans in Kansas Were not

exenpt from this indiscriminate elimination of lexicans residing

in the United States which by 1933 had accounted for over 300,000

97" s T T 4 H 1 .
gJames P, Craig, "How to Handle liexican Labor," The Sante
Fe Enplovees lagazine, Hovember, 1914, p. 238,

O
JSCarey ticifilliams, "Getting Rid of the lexican," American
iigrcury, Veol. 28. Harch, 1933, pp. 322-324,

9., . o ; ;
ilorman D, Humphrey, "Hexican Repatriation from Hichigan:
PNl e DRSNS B T EEL Papgeactivg,r feglnl serviice

Boyies, (Heptember, 1841), Ph. 487=813,
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lexicans to be reabsorbed into the Mexican economy. /7
4 . - . . PR
{ Many of the laborers in Kansas who vere liexican citizens vere
returned to lle:ico during the denression because of the economic

conditions.l This occurred in spite of the fact that many wives
of these same laborers gave birth to children in the United States
which automatically made these children American citizens. ZIroni-
cally, since many of these births went unregistered hecause of the
lMexzicans'! ignorance of registration laws at that time, many of
these peo?le propably reside in Hexico today not knowing they
102 |
/

5

hold dual citizenships.
(Mexicans employed in railroad towns and as section hands
e,
suffered even more than others at thelr economic level during the
depression because of the larger proportionate contraction of the
railroad business. Again, the Santa Fe Railroad lessened the
plight of lerdicans from being relieved of work by retaining many
of these enploveces. One observer during the depression noted that
of all the railroads in Kansas, "only the Santa Fe, although the
number by workers was reduced, never got rid of its lexican employ-

03 ; :
al The most evident explanation that the Santa Fe was able

ees,
to retain many of its lMexican empnloyees is because it failed to
connly with recommendations made by Governor C.li. Reed in 1830,

Because oif the unemployment situation in Kansas, pressure was

00. e s -
b Gnory S. Bogardus, "lexican Repatriates," Soclology and

Social Research, Vol. 18, (Movember, 1233), pp. 169-170.
lDlThe Tonela Capital Journal, July 30, 1272 and see also
Carman, p. 1087; and Franco, pp. 59-060.
102

The Topeka Capital Journal, July 30, 1972.

)

‘Franco, ». 60 and see also Ricart, p. l4.
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applied by a representative of President loover's Imployment
Commission to rid the State of 1ts non-citizen lakor. In a letter
to Governor Recd in Movember, 1930, J.F. Lucey, Southern Regional
Director of this Commission, stated the following:

I am informed you have a very large number
of transient llexican labor, This class of
labor was brought into Kansas for railroad
construction and other work. In some cases
they are now a charge upon the city in large
nunbers, It occurs to me that a reguest
from you as Governor of the State to the
railroads responsible for bringing this
class of labor into Kansas to return then
to Mexico in such a manner that would not
render offense to our neighbor on the South
would materially help the unemployment sit-
uation. In any event, it occurs to me that
citizens of our own country should receive
preference to employTﬁgt as against those
of a foreig¢gn nation.

[

This information was conseguently rglayed by the Governor to
the presidents of the six leading railroads who operated in Kansas.
In addition to this information, the Governor also emphasized that,
"the situation at present is one that calls for the maxinum use of
American labor even to the extent of the displacement of the for-
eign labor involved."l95 Ultimately, Governor Reed received re-
plies from these railroads in‘regard to vhat action was being
taken to comply with his recommendations. lost of the railroad
presidents ansvered promptly and informed the governor that they
would do all within their povwer to hire unemployed native Americans
rather than Hexican transients, but cne railroad in particulasr

railroad was the Santa Fe whose

5}

expressed reservations., Thi

lOQLettor dated lovember 720, 1930 from Governor Reed to the

presidents of the sin leading railroads in Kansas, Topeka, Kansas.,
i
ibid,
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president in part informed the Governor that, "the He:xican laborers
who are still wiﬁh us are permanent residents who, generally speak-
ing, have been in our service for years, and for the most part are
United States citizens, having come from the state of ew I—&e::ico."lg6

The first two statements are essentlially corréct except the
word "permanent" should have read "temporary," but the last two
statements are clear indications of deception on the part of the
Santa PFe management in regard to the citizenship status and origin
of its Hexican laborers. That these HMexican employvees were United
States citizens is completely erronecus. The Kansas Census Reports
of 1925 and contemporary observers of the Hexicans in the decade
before World Jar II all note that the great bulk of Mexicans in
Kansas, (and the United States for that matter) did not seek citi-
zenship or hecome United States citizens until the Yorld ar II
period.lo7 Secondly, the statement that "most of these HMexicans
employees had come from the state of lTew lexico" is clearly nega-
tive, True, there may have been some who had resided in ilew liexico
prior to coming to Kansas, but census reports do not indicate that
the bulk of liexicans in Kansas had come from this state,

This evidence suggests that the Santa Fe railroad was aiding

6 . g
2 Letter dated HNovember 20, 1230 from president Storey to
Governor Reed, Topeka, Kansas.

1075 ate of Kansas, "Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1925," for the numerous citics where lierican colonies existed.
There is little reason to believe that between the 1925 census and
in 1930, when this lettecr was dated, lMexicans rushed to take out
U.S. citizenship. On the contrary, numerous factors, including the
depression, forced many Mexicans to lecave the state. HMost ilexicans
remained as aliens until Yorld ifor IIX, See also Iranco, p. 86 and
pp. 89-91 and the Vopeka Dailv Canital, June 29, 1956. Within the
e, BElG MWNEEE, R YRGS Yot Dovernl Posioan sonricane e ran

o £ ’ " yo i
rotired from Santa Pe railroad cmnloyment and still are not legally

U.S. citizens, uaving never talken out citizeaship papers.
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and abetting aliens by giving them employment and encouraging them
to continue in that employment. It also reveals that native Ameri-
cans, who were citizens, were denied employment on this railroad
because of the presence of Mexicans. This altruistic attitude on
the part of Santa Fe, for whatever reason, corroborates earlier
evidence to confirm that this company went more than out of its way
to retain a laboring element that had become most valuable to its
operation. Ironically, three histories have been written in this
century about the Santa Fe Railroad that have largely ignored this
ethnic group. Regretfully, two of these failed entirely to mention
this ethnic group in the company's history.l08 The third book,109
published in 1950, devoted only one-fourth of a page to the Mexi-
cans, and this is only passing reference to Mexicans replacing
other foreign laborers on the Santa Fe, 

The point to be made is that an apparent contradiction exists
in assessing the true worth and value of this ethnic group's per-
formance over the 1900-1940 period within the railroad industry.
If these Mexican employees only warranted one paragraph from a
total of three authors writing histories of a leading railroad in
the United States, why 1is it that in 1928 the solicitor general of
this same railroad went to great lengths before a U.S. Senate
Committee attempting to retain this labor source that would have
greatly imperilled the operations of this railroad if such labor

was cut off? Again, why in 1230 did the president of this same

10841 en Bradley, The Story of the Santa Fe (Boston, 1920) and
James Marshall, The Santa Fe: Railroad That Built an Empire (New
York, 1945).

109L.L. Waters

, Steel Kails to Santa Pe (Lawrence: 1950),
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company make subtle falsehoods in trying to cover up his comnany's
use of such labor?

The answer to these tvo cuestions is guite simply that liexican
labor was a valuable asset, ond for the period f£rom 1900 to 19240,
made an enormous contribution to an industry that was perennially
short on nanpover. aAs members of an ethnic group, they have re-
ceived only little or inadequate recognition in comnarison to their
contribution to the building of the economy of Kansas. Bxzcluding
their emplovment on the railroads, a similar assessment can be nade
of their toil in the packing houses, salt nines and sugar beet
industry. Even thouch representing only a token few in the over-
all numbers of these first two industries, but comprising aimost
the entire labor force in the beet fields, the liexican through his
efforts, edtlver dizeetly or indirectly, tontribnibed to the liveli~
hood of most Kansans in a period when the lMexicans wvere largely
ignored and discriminated against hy many native imericans of
this state;>

It is fo this social interaction, or lack of it, and the

soclial conditions of liexicans that attention will now be turned,



CIIAPTER VI

SOCIAL COWNDITIOITS, DEPRESSION AIID DISCRININATION

The lMe:zican was of mestizo descent with a great preponderance
of Indian blood and dark skin with black hair that set him off in
contrast to the Anglo population. This high degree of ethnic
visibility, the use of Spanish as a means of communication and the
scarcity of working skills set him apart from the Anglo population.
This with his low economic status all dictated the social nilieu
in which he was to exist for many years.

"Just across the tracks" was where one found the ilexican
habitation, removed from the physical and social world of the
dominant population. E:xcept for his supervisor or section fore-
man, rarely did he come in contact with the anglo population.)
Paradoxically, this isclation broke down considerably should the
econony Ifluctuate to the point of depression as it did briefly in
1921-1922 and much more acutely in the 1930's. Such changes failed
to bring acceptance; instead it brouqh£ pronounced rejection.
During these periods of cconomic and social stress the lexican
settlements caught the attention of the dominant socicty to the
extent that lexicans were unemployed, ostracized and even deported
to liexico. Those who stayed on as residents in this State and
brushed ofif the intimidation of the dominant society eventually
strayed¢ out from their isoclated communities and sought the sane
services, pleasures and cnjoyment as other native iamericans. at
this stage, overt discrimination displaced covert prejudice as
nenbers of this cthnic group were barred from public scrvices,

accomnodations, entertainnent, emplovment and housinc,

Fa

That such conditions eriisted foxr the jlepican in the State o
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Kansas is not so much the fault of this ethnic group as it was
perhaps members of thé dominant society. The success with which
a new population element achieved integration into a previously
settled society is often measured by the effectiveness of the two-
way process which such a merger inexorably demands. Plan and
effort must exist on both sides, as well as the knowledge of under-
lying differences and similarities. Generally speaking, the burden
of proof of failure rests upon the majority group, since it com-
mands the greater strength and resource,

In a real sense, the Mexican was a forgotten person; there
was little "assimilation”1 to the majority society. By 1940, they
were still a Spanish-speaking group and generally a deprived minor-
ity. As human beings they suffered from social and economic dis-
crimination by an Anglo society who could not appreciate nor real-
ize the contributions this ethnic group could make to American

socilety.

, lCarey McWilliams, The Mexicans in America (New York: Columbia
University, 1970), pp. 17-18, Long a spokesman for the Mexican
Americans, this scholar looks at such concepts as assimilation and
acculturation and believes that they are inapplicable to the Mexi-
can immigrant. This author notes that these two concepts were de-
rived from the study of European immigration and they relate to a
different "model" when applied to Mexicans. Being cut off from
his roots, the European immigrant had no alternative but to "assim-
ilate" the prevailing cultural pattern, that is adopt it as his own.
Studies of the European immigration have assumed that "Europe" and
"America" are two quite separate cultural identities. But "Mexi-
cans,"” says McWilliams, "do not have the same feeling for the
southwest that European immigrants have for areas in which they
have settled.” Moving north from Mexico, the Mexican at all times
remained in a familiar physical and cultural environment and were
able to travel, work and live in these areas while continuing to
speak Spanish. The question to consider is whether the Mexican in
Kansas can be considered part of the southwest. The answer is yes
and no. No in the sense that it is not part of the physical south-
west, but yes in the sense that the Mexican in Kansas had close
Lies Lo thalt region and represented an integral extension of that
culture.
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Speaking of the attitudes of members of the dominant society
toward Mexicans in 1948 on the national scale, one spokesman noted
that, "no effort whatever has been made to assist these immigrants
in their adjustment to a radically different environment . . . .
Culturally, racially, linguistically, Mexican immigrants are
sharply set apart from the general population. . . . Instead of
assisting in a process of gradual acculturation, we have abandoned
the people to chance and circumstance.”2 Such attitudes were no
less evident in Kansas toward the Mexican resident., If assistance
was offered, it was only token and did not alleviate the problems
which were often chronic in the Mexican settlements. One such
problem that persisted was the housing conditions that reflected
the poverty of this ethnic group.,

-

;Housing for the Mexicans was provided in many instances for
those employed in the railroad and salt and sugar beet industries,3
but such housing proved inadeguate within a short period of time
because of the natural increase of numbers within a household and

the failure of the owners to undertake upkeep and maintenance.4

2

2Mcwilliams, North from Mexico, p. 303,

3For housing of the Mexicans on the State level, see Franco,
pp. 41-42 and 48-50; The Emporia Daily Gazette, "Life in a Company
House," December 10, 1947, for the housing of Mexican railroad
laborers in Emporia; The Lyons Daily News, June 26, 1972, for the
housing of Mexicans in the salt industry and Carman, Vol. II, pp.
440~441 and Franco, p. 41, for housing in the sugar beet industry.
The latter observer noted in 1950 that in his five years of resi-
dence in western Kansas, "he never found them (Mexicans) living in
anything but unsanitary shacks" provided by sugar beet farmers.

4Franco, p. 48. Railroad companies other than the Santa Fe
also provided housing for their Mexican employees. One indication
of this was the company housing provided for by the Rock Island and
Missouri DMacific Railroad in Hutchinson. Personal intervieu with
Chencho alfaro, hutchinson, There is little rcason to doubt that
such housing was not provided in other communities by these rail-
roads,
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Prior to World War I, the housing provided by the railroads
was nothing more than a deteriorated boxcar located on a railroad
siding or section houses which were very cheap in construction, as
they were made of scrap and second-hand material.5 The materials
used were sawed or hewn railroad ties, old rails for rafters, sheet

metal for roofs and mud or concrete used to f£fill the interstices.6
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Layout and design of section houses for rail-
road workers on the Santa Fe Railroad. Through
the World War II period many Mexican families
lived in these structures. Other railroads
operating in Kansas also constructed similar
housing. From: The Santa Fe Employees Maga-
zine, Vol. 5, (September, 1911;.

5L.C. Lawton, "Erecting Mexican Laborer's Houses," Santa Fe
Emplovees MHagazine, September, 1911, pp. 75-706.

6Ibid. It is interesting to note that two housing plans were
implemented by the Santa Fe., One plan called for a better con-
structed section house on the mainline, and the other plan desig-
nated a house of poorer material and construction for inconspicuous
places on the mainline and all branch lines. This distinction be-
tween these two housing plans suggests a more positive image which
the railroad was trying to maintain with the traveling public.
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) This housing which was typical of many Mexican settlements through-
out Kansas had dirt floors and was usually without plumbing and
. electrical facilities until the mid to late 1930'5.7 Depending
upon the Mexican community in relation to the méinlihes and the
deteriorated condition of these tie houses, brick section houses
of more permanency replaced the wooden ones in many communities in
the 1930's and 1940's. Such housing remained in use even into the
1950's in some communities,8 but most frequently fell victim to
city ordinances against the inadequate facilities that frequently
bred sickness and disease for the HMexican inhabitants.gf>

Yet, some consideration must be given to the railréad and
other industrieé in the State that did provide housing for its
Mexican 1abor; however crude and rundown they became. Many Mexi-
cans were unable to seek better facilities because of their low
economic status which necessitated this dependence upon the employer,

10

but there were exceptions to this dependence, In 1925, at least

ten per cent of the Mexicans owned their homes in Topeka and figures

'personal interviews with Ramon Pedrosa, Newton, and Sotero
Gil, Abilene, Kansas.,

8ricart, pp. 57-60, and Carman, Vol. II, p. 863.

9Hutchinsoﬁs "little Mexico," comprised primarily of company
section houses, was torn down in the late 1920's because of the
health hazards it presented for health officials., These efiorts
were also spearheaded by a police chief who not only wanted the
section houses torn down but the Mexican population removed from
the city as well, Personal interview with Chencho Alfaro, a res-
ident of Hutchinson since 1920, Tor the destruction of Topecka's
"little Mexico," see the Topeka Daily Capital, January 5, 1939.

Oone interviewee noted that during the 1920's, when there vas
a large colony of Mexicans in Ottawa, her father "had more pride
than to live in section houses and sought private housing." Per-
sennl ineenelew sty s €, Alfare, Hulelhinmson, TThough this ke
instance is an exception to the trend, there were probably other
Mexicans, for whatever reasons, who lived in-housing not provided
by their employers.
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for the Mexicans who were either renting or owned their homes in
the cities of Newton and Lyons are eight and five per cent
respectively.ll

(These homeowners and renters remained within the physical con-
fineé‘of the established Mexican colonies. In the cities of New-
ton and Wichita these colonies eventually merged into neighbor-
hoods that included Negroes and conseguently becane mixed.l2 Re~
gardless of the social, economic or educational status that was
attained,'the Mexicans generally were not permitted to rent or own
property except in the Mexican colony or in adjoining mixed quar-
ters.13 Exceptions to such acts of discrimination was rare in
Kansas before 1940.14}

(;requently the Mexican colonies remained on the fringe areas
of cities, often in a rural area that might in time be annexed by
the city. In the census reports of 1925, the assessors listed the

addresses of many HMexicans as simply "Mexican camp," "boxcars" or

"stockade," in reference to a portion of the Mexican colony that

ll"Decennial Census of the State of Kansas, 1925," Topeka, Vols.
211-213; Harvey County, city of Newton, Vol, 96; and Rice County,
city of Lyons, Vol. 181,

12Ricart, pp. 59-61,

131pid., p. 50.

140ne such exception might be noted in the case of Cheincho
Alfaro who in the 1930's sought to purchase property for a home
to the east of the established Mexican colony in Hutchinson. This
property, which he eventually purchased, was only a couple of
blocks from the colony, but the threats and a petition drawn up
by neighbors did not deter him of his right to own property. He
persisted and was successful in building himself a home, Over a
period of thirty some odd years, he has been able to view with
pride and satisfaction the breakup of the old Mexican coleny in
govd ot Dutenineen woe the emeent that ia 1572, the Jdesgeon
population there has become largely integrated into white neighbor-
hoods. Personal interview, C. Alfaro, llutchinson.
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resided in a stockyard maintained by the Santa Fe in Emporia and
"Santa Fe lumber yards," in reference to a sizable number of
Mexicans in Topeka who resided in the southeast corner of the
Santa Fe yards.'

These Mexiéan colonies and their relative physical location
to other city dwellers was to a great extent dictated by employers,
This was especially true with the railroads who desired compact
settlements in cases of emergencies. Then, especially at night;
if railroad bridges were washed out or derailments occurred, the
entire force of a particular sectioﬁ could be summoned immediately
to assist in the emergency. Normally, section gangs consisted of
ten men who were responsible for the maintenance of twelve miles
of track in a given locality.15

These section people had more contact with the townspeople
than the extra gang crews who were occupied at extreme distances
from communities, The former had to purchase groceries outside
their colony, a service most often not provided for in the separate
colonies. This minimum of contact itself produced problems for the

Mexican in the early perimil,:l'-(-S not to mention the freguent rebuffs

Lphe santa Fe in particular maintained such a system, espe-
cially on the mainline., For example, to the east and west of New-
ton were section crews. To the east of this division point were
section crews at Walton, Braddock and Peabody, To the west were
section crews at Mission, Halstead and Burrton., Of course with
the contraction of the railroads in the 1930's, and increased
mechanization, such a system became impractical.

16This one problem, which became paramount, was the language
barrier that was present for the recent immigrant from Mexico.
Speaking of one such incident, Franco notes that, "when a wife had
to go to the store she took a sample of the food she wanted, e.g.
one grain of rice, one bean, a match, a slice of bread, etc."
Another euonple iz of o naw who wished to buy eqgygs but had no eggs
to take as a sample so he "promptly cackled like a hen, looked
behind him, picked up the imaginary egg, showed it to the dumfounded
clerk, and called again and again, 'huevos, huevos'." Franco, p. 45.
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experienced by the Mexican at a later period., Many of the colonies
were self-sustaiﬁing except for goods, and most of the public
i utilities} if provided at all, were taken care of by the companies
who provided the housing., Entertainment, leisure-time activities
and religious services were long maintained within the colonies.
Outside the various benevolent organizations; ﬁrotestant missions
and the day-~to-day contact between the Mexican laborer and his
supervisor there was little social contact between members of this
ethnic group and the Anglo society in and before the World War I
pericd,

'Meantime, Kansas was accumulating a sizable Mexican population
during this pefiod, and they were becoming the subjects of scrutiny
that all American immigrant groups have undergone. This became
guite evident in 1921 when business began to decline and prices
crashed which resulted in a slight depression for a period in 1921-
1922, Cutbacks in production resulted in a cutback in employment
in many industries., Hundreds of Mexicans in eastern Kansas felt
the effects of this depression more acutely than native Kansans.
Many Mexicans had been encouraged, and some induced, to enter the
country during World War I because of the manpower shortage., In
converting the national economy from a war production basis to a
peacetime economy, little thought was given to the Mexican who had
helped bolster the war production and ﬁere to feel the first pangs
of this depression. This depression forced many Mexicans out of
work with little hope of immediate employment., This hopeless sit-
uation presented problems for welfare authorities in the cities of
Topeka and Kansas City. A year prior to the depression there was

said to have been a population of 10,000 Mexicans situated along
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the Southwest Boulevard near the rail center in Kansas City.17 To
lessen the plight of the stranded and unemployed Mexicans, special
plans were made between the Mexican consul in Kansas City and local
authorities in Topeka and Kansas City for their immediate trans-
portation to Mexico.?

{In early May, 1921, 1,500 of these Mexicans were sent by
special trains to Mexico, and a month earlier a total of 20,000
Mexicans in the Kansas City vicinity departed because of their
inability-to find employment.18 These were not isolated incidents
by any means, the repercussions were also felt in the Hexican
colonies in the Chicago area where many Mexicans were forced to
leave.19 This is but one of the first of several instances in
this century when Mexican laborers became the victim of an economy
that needed them in periods of manpower shortage or prosperity,
but were among the first to be abandoned during a depression crisis;?

Yet; this depression was minor in comparison to the one that
was to plague the country ten years later. The latter depression
was much more severe and damaging to the Mexican population in
terms of suffering and displacement. This catacalysm and its
effects on the Kansas Mexican was discussed slightly in the previous
section, but will be explored more fully here,

{Dgring the depression of the 1930's in numerous towns across
Kansas, people demanded that the Mexicans be sent home so that

American citizens could have their employment. As the depression

became worse, this situation became intolerable for the Mexican

Y78, Breitigam, "Welcomed Mexican Invasion,” New York Times,
Jupe 30, 1920.

18

The Topeka Daily Capital, May 8, 1921,

lgTaylor, vol, VII, p. 26,
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people who could not fully understand the injustice being done to
them. In the railroad industry, many of the Mexican laborers were
displaced by domestic workers, and the contraction in this industry
reduced the number of Mexicans in the railroad communities greatly.
If they did not return teo Mexico, many tended to gather in large
centers, In the sugar beet fields, Mexican laborers were forced
to live on starvation wages, and when this did not sustain them;
many peddled fruit, patent medicines of Mexican origin and even
such items as sewing machines from town to town to supplement their

20 In the salt mining industry, the

income from beet field labor.
work week was reduced to but two or three days which forced Mexi-
cans in this industry to leave the State.} |

{ Unlike the American citizens, most Mexicans could not gualify
for relief because they were not citizens, Yet; some Mexicans who
had acquired citizenship status found work with the Works Progress
Administration, but even this was short-lived as the Mexican found
humiliation and criticism in their communities where they resided.
Such statements and guestions as, "send the Mexican back to Mexico;"
and "why spend what 1little money we have in the county treasury to
feed these foreigners" was heard freguently in various communities

21

where Mexicans lived. As unenployment increased and the welfare

rolls grew larger, some states came up with the idea of sending

20Franco, pPp. 61-62,

21Ricart, P. 14,
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Mexicans back to Mexico or coercing. them to return.22 Unfortu-
nately; once such a policy was adopted; it was often applied
~ indiscriminately and many who were repatriated were native-born
Americans.}

Though it would be pure conjecture to attempt to approximate
the numﬁer of Mexicans who left Kansas during the depression period,
the evidence presented suggests that numerous Mexicans were dis-
placed from a way of life in which they had little time to adjust.
Again many Mexicans; as had occurred previously in 1921, were
ignominiously rejected by a country whom they had assisted during
periods of both war and peace,

In spite of these circumstances, it is incredible that in the
United States over a million and a half Mexicans remained and
endured.23 Perhaps members of this ethnic group had become con-
ditioned to prejudice and discrimination to the extent that the
experiences of the depression period were only another outward
manifestation of attitudes and behavior from the Anglo American
that were not so pronounced in periéds when this country enjoyed
prosperity. Perhaps it was the challenges inherent in a free
enterprise system that other immigrant groups had met successfully.
Again; this endurance could have been part of the Mexican fabric
which brought partial success to one Mexican American who attrib-

uted it to "persistence and aggressiveness against members of the

221t is not known whether Kansas adopted such a policy offi-
cially, but Franco suggests that an unofficial form of persuasion
was used in western Kansas to force the Mexicans to leave, See
Franco, p. 62. It should also be noted that the midwestern states
furnished a relatively higher percentage of Mexican repatriates
during the depression than did the states of the southwest, Seo
MewWidliams, Horth from iexico, p. 55, Along with Illinois and
Michigan, Kansas had a comparatively large Mexican population in
1930.

23

Louils Adamic, A Nation of Nations (New York: 1945), p. 66.
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dominant society,“24 or to the "strength of their inner fortitude,
the inheritance of a long-suffering race.”25 Regardless of the
reason or reasons for the staying strength of the Mexican during
the depression, the fact remains that in whatever form discrimina-
tion was directed against this minority group it forced many to
leave this country and forced those who remained to withdraw into
their ethnic settlements to ﬁhe extent thét many refused American
citizenship simply on the grounds that such status would not im-
prove their social and economic position. In many instances
American citizenship did not help the material or social condition
of the Mexican or lessen the discrimination.26

(It is beyond conjecture that discrimination and segregation
existed for the Mexican. Citizen and non—citizen; railroad worker,
beet field laborer, salt miner, English speaker and Spanish speaker
all experienced discrimination teo some extent in the 1900-1940
period. It was reflected in their economic and social positions
and partially in educational attainment or lack of it; and it was
indicative of their failure to rise commensurate to the number of
years of service given to their employers. Discrimination was
probably most severe in the social relations between the Mexican
and townspeople of a given community; but it was also prevalant in
the sphere of economic activity..

Discrimination and segregation existed throughout the State
regardless of the size of the Mexican colony or the size of a given

city in relation to the Mexican population, but it was found that

24Mike Marmalejo, personal interview, Topeka, April 6, 1970.

““ouote of Jose Garcia, vhe Topeka Capital Journal, July 29,
1956, '

26Ramirez, pP. 29; and Franco, p. 89,
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Mexicans in a smaller town or more isolated community were sub-
jected to more social pressure than that which existed in larger

cities.27

Discrimination applied to employment and opportunities
for employment, for advancement in employment, to housing and eat-
ing establishments., Segregation meant that Mexicans were barred
from entering certain public places or from sitting wherever they
liked, Such places were theaters, restaurants, recreational
facilities, for instance, swimming pools, and even in churches,
Add exploitation to segregation and discrimination and one gets
an accurate view of life as it unfolded for the Mexican.>
Exploitation usually took the form of an employer inducing the
Mexican laborer into employment and later dismissing or firing the
laborer for some unjustifiable reason, This happened guite fre-
guently where the turnover of labor was extreme and labor was con-
sidered dispensable as there was abundant resources to replace it.,
Such exploitation occurred repeatedly in the sugar beet and rail-~
road industries, {bne instance of this in regard to railroads
occurred in Salina, Kansas, in the late 1920's, Upon establishing
a Catholic mission in Salina,.a college teacher who was assisting
the Mexican colony recalled in 1936 that one of the first things
she had learned about the Hexicans was that, '"various railroads had

imported these Me:xicans from their native country and, having lured

them to a northern climate with promises of continued labor, would

27Ricart especially makes this distinction in his survey of
five Mexican communities in east and central Kansas, pp. 48-49.
Carman, in his observations of Garden City, also makes this dis-
tinction, Here, the predominance of agriculture appears to be a
dominating factor. See Carman, Vol. II, p. 452,
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lay them off with astonishing regularity."ze;jlt is not known which
railroad perpetuéted this injustice; but such an act would appear
_ to be other than the Santa Fe whose more considerate treatment of
Mexicans has already been noted. The Santa Fe in fact during the
1920's made special efforts to retain their laborers, Rather than
return their extra gang laborers to the Mexicaﬁ border during the
winter season, they were guartered during much of this decade at
Florence, Kansas, where they were provided for until their services
were needed in the spring.29 Such accomodations were probably
rare for most of the extra gang crews though. - The working and
living conditions of these crews were entirely different from the
section gangs and shop crews who did not experience the same kind
of discriminatory behavior as the extra gangs.

Life for these gangs was a rather nomadic existence as they
might work for weeks far removed from centers of habitation. Their
home was the railrocad car that had sleeping accomodations with
double deck beds, A dining car and usually a commissary (a sort
of canteen) accompanied these gangs. When repair work took the
gangs too far from the kitchen; dining and bunk cars, lunches
were sent out for the noon meals., The commissary cars provided
for sale things the men might need, such as shoes, work clothing

and various notions, On paydays the amount owed to the commissary

was subtracted from the workers check by the railroad who had

28Mary I, Winslow, "Catholic Action in Kansas," The Commonweal,
May 15, 1936, p. 69. Work for the Union Pacific may have furnished
the impetus for a Mexican settlernent that became permanent in
Salina, but even there the Santa Fe and Rock Island were present.
It is surmised that the Rock Island introduced the first Mexicans
inte that city, Sen Carman, Vel. TL, ». 923.

29

Chencho Alfaro, personal interview, Hutchinson, Kansas.
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contracted the commissary to supply these needs. This was a simple
accomodation for the men, and it worked rather well except for the
limitation of choice and the higher prices charged,

The supply and commissary company .that supplied the Santa Fe
Railroad these services was the Hanlin Company whose headguarters
was at Newton. Other railroads used the cbmmissary system in the
United States including the Rock Island in Kansas.BO Grievances
were repeatedly made against the commissary éompany by the lMexican
laborers on the Santa Fe. These laborers complained that they
were coerced into buying supplies from the commissary and the
laborers who refused to patronize the commissary company were some-

31

times discharged or discriminated against. In several instances

it was noted that commissary goecds sold from 15 to 20 percent more
than the retail prices of the same goods in cities.32 A railroad
extra gang laborer working in Kansas prior to World War I related

that, “they [railroad companYJ only paid us $1.50 a day for wages

and exploited us without mercy in the commissary camp, for they

30L.J. Hughes, "Good Treatment Necessary for Mexicans," Rail-
way Age Gazette, Vol, 53, pp. 58-59. Whether other railroads used
the commissary system to the extent that the Santa Fe did was not
determined, The Rock Island did in Kansas, at least prior to W.W.I.
This is a topic that has received little research, for this writer
was unable to find anything of a general nature on this topic.

31These complaints were expressed by several Mexican Americans
who were interviewed by this writer. These interviewees designated
that their identity remain anonymous. Also personal interview with
a former office employee of the Hanlin Company, Liewton, Kansas, May
16, 1972. For a view of the commissary system as it operated in
California, see [lexicans in California: Report of Governor C.C.
Young's Mexican Fact Finding Committee (San Francisco: 1930), pp.
43013 L . )

3

“Thid,
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. . 33
sold us everything very high,"
As long as the Mexican men at first, and the families later

on, kept to themselves in section houses, or lived in railroad

’
cars, or as long as there vwere just a few in the community and

they lived on the edges of town, little racial prejudice was in
evidence except in their contact with fellow railroad workers.

Most of the HMexicans who arrived early in the twentieth century
were so monolingual that they had to be used as a group and dealt
with through their cabo (leader} who knew some English. In Hering-
ton during World VWar I, it was reported that a foreman of German
descent and his fellow Anglo workers, "regarded the Mexicans nore
or less as animals sufficiently tamed to respond to their handler
but otherwise to ke left alone unless they got in the way." ~

Such an attitude was hardly productive for assimilation, let alone
for breaking down the language barrier.

As additional liexicans arrived in Kansas and theilr numbers
increased, contect betveen lexican and anglo became much more fre-
guent, and prejudice was replaced by race discrimination and seg-
regation., ©Cne instance of this was pointed out by a Hexican
laborer who was traveling from Kansas City to Topeka in a segregated
railroad car containing other Hexican laborers whose destination
was a work camp. LEnroute to this camp some of the ililexicans cesired

to pass through an adjoining car that was filled with Americans.

When the Hexicans entered the car containing the Americans, this

*3lanuel Gamio, The Mexican Immigrant: His Life Story (Chicago:
1931}, p. 150, in this volume are over 57 interviews with liexican
laborers in the United States who were intervicwed by Gamio.

34 . - - .
~ Carman, Vol, 11, p. 879, This guote came from a report on
the Mexicans in Herington in 1917 that Carman had access to.
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Mexican later was to note that, "those fellows (Americans) got up
and began to rage against us saying that they didn't want to go in
the same car with colored people. . . . but we went on to our pér
and everything was all right.“35 In many communities throughout
Kansas, Mexicans were not only referred to as colored people but
classified as Negroes.BsffA practice condoned at the Bell Memorial
Hospitai in Kansas City, Kansas, during the 1930's was one of
admitting dark-skinned Mexicans to the Negro wards and light-
complected Mexicans to the white wards.37 Most Mexicans highly
resented this segregation with the Negroes or the stereotyping
tendencies of the majority population because they considered
themselves as a race apart from the Negroes because of their dis-
tinct cultural and linguistic characteristics. Little did members
of these two races have in common except for the similar treatment
they received by an Anglo rrtajc:prity.rE N

; Pramotion and employment opportunities outside of the indus-
tri;é-already mentioned were as a rule exceptional for the Mexican
during this period. Again, racial discrimination was the cause
for this lack of advancement and opportunity. Numerous first
generation Mexican Americans have retired after being employed as
long as thirty to forty years in railroad work. Most remained as
section or extra gang laborers for. the duration of their employ-
ment. Some were refused foreman or assistant foreman positions

because they were told that they lacked leadership qualities,

others were denied promotion because they were too inarticulate,

[
3‘)Quoted from Manuel Gamio, The Mexican Immigrant: His Life
Storv, n. 176.

36Franco, Pe 93y

37Ibid.

P
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even though they had become bilingual, and some were passed over
Tsimply because they were "Mexican." One Mexican resident of Topeka
was employed with the Santa Fe from 1220 to 1959 as a section hand.
In this 39 year span he experienced no occupational advancement
and was denied the position of foreman several times because he
was told that he was a "Mexican" and was unable to communicate in
English properly.38)

Kln the railroaa shops and roundhouses Mexicans for many years
held only the position of helpers and were not able to advance
into skilled labor positions until the late 1930's. Advanced‘
positions and trades would have been refused then if it had not
been for the efforts of the A.F. of L. in introducing a closed
shop union at the Topeka shops.39€

{%he strikes of railway shopmen in the summer of 1922 caused
serious repercussions_for the Mexicans in some communities. In
two instances they acted as strikebreakers in the Newton and Well-
ington shops, and this action caused deep rooted hostility which
lasted for many years against Mexican residents in these cities,
often resulting in much discrimination.40 Yet, despite this hos~
tility in Newton against the Mexicans, théy prospered economically
more than in other towns because of the availability of employment

4
opportunities with firms not dominated by local prejudices.4l}

38Mack Torrez, personal interview, April 17, 1970. See also
The Emporia Daily Gazette, December 8, 1947 for similar situations.

39Nate Morales, personal interview and Francisco Vargas,
personal interview, June 7, 1970.

40 ; ; L

For the city of Wellington, see Franco, p. 39; for the city

of Newton the information wnas obtained by the writer in a personal
interview with Kamdn rearosa.

41Carman, Vol, II, p. 917.
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5The Mexican colony in Dodge City was for many years dependent
upon the Santa Fe shops for employment and found it difficult to
enter employment elsewhere until World War II. Here segregated
housing and discrimination against Mexicans was perhaps the worst
in the State. The discriminatory practices in Dodge City and the
living conditions were labeled a "disgrace" by one observer.42

The most frequent cases of segregation were in theaters, but
it was also evident in eating establishmeﬁts, swimming pools and
even in church. In Hutchinson where discrimination and segregation
was not so pronounced as in other communities,43 it was recalled
that Mexicans for many years could not even attend public theaters.44
This total exclusion and barrier for the Mexicans was broken down
in the early 1940's largely through the efforts of several con-
cerned citizens of Hutchinson. These efforts were spearheaded by
Miss Olga Johnson who for many years helped assist Mexicans in
need and led the drive for the acceptancé of Mexicans in that city.
Partial acceptance in the theater was on a segregated basis in
balconies where the Mexicans were further segregated from Negroes

who were seated in a separate section.45 Similar segregation

42Franco, p. 50.

43Ricart, p. 65.

44Ibid; and Olga Johnson, perscnal interview, Hutchinson,
March 4, 1972, This woman for many years has served as an admin-
istrator at the Salt City Business Cocllege in Hutchinson. In
1972, she was the registrar there. Miss Johnson is of Swedish
descent and grew up in the city of Lindsborg. Her "great love and
sympathy for the Mexican people” in Hutchinson was largely attrib-
uted to her own experiences as a member of an ethnic group, and
she could easily identify with the problems that confronted the

Mexican minority whom she has assisted.

TMpa. J. Garcia, personal interview, Hutchinson, March 4,
1972.
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might be noted in the cities of Newton, Florence, Emporia and
Topeka.46m}

{}n cafes and restaurants, total exclusion rather than segre-
gatién was the rule, although Mexicans were sometimes allowed to
buy food or drink and take it away.47 At recreational facilities
segregation was also experienced by this ethnic group. In Newton,
Mexicané were allowed only to swim at nights, and in Lyons, it was
recalled that swimming in the public pool was permitted "only on
Thursdays, the day they changed the water," and "then we had to

swim like hell before the water drained out."48

In Florence,
Kansas, summer swim lessons were organized by the Red Cross one
year, but Mexicans were not admitted. Yet, at the same time that
these lessons were being conducted, the Red Cross was campaigning
for bloed donors and the Mexicans were cordially invited to cone-
tribute. An observer to this display of tactlessness, noted that,
"the people making the appeal were surprised at the rather poor
showing of the traditionally generous Mexicans.“49}

{Segregation in religious services fof Mexicans occurred gen-

erally in the early period after their arrival but could be found

in several communities as late as the 1930's., Before national

46For social discrimination in the Newton and Florence com-
munities, see Ricart, p. 58 and p. 60. For Topeka, see The Topeka
Capital Journal, December 20, 1961; for Emporia see The Emporia
Daily Gazette, December 16, 1947, and for Lyons, see The Lyons
Daily News, June 26 and 29, 1972,

47'I‘he Lyons Daily News, June 29, 1972; and The Emporia Daily
Gazette, December 8, 1947, In several communities Mexicans were
refused service in Anglo operated barber shops.

48

The Lyons Daily News, June 29, 1972,

49 .
“rRicart, p. 46.



114
parishes were established and churches constructed; and 1if the
Mexican residenté wanted to attend religious services; as many
_did, they had to attend churches whose congregations were composed
primarily by Anglos. The behavior of the Anglos in the cities of
Emporia, Florence, Newton and Wichita forced Mexicans to sit in
specified pews of the Catholic churchés in theée cities.50 The
most apparent reason for this segregation was that Mexicans were
not welcome because of their racial and cultural differences. This
was brought to light by a parish priest in Emporia who pastored
there in the 1930's, Writing on the history of the Mexican colony
in Emporia at that time, he points out that; “the Mexicans were a
local problem and were not desired as fellow parishioners, . . .
All of them were of the opinion that Catholic churches; where all
Catholics were welcome to worship unmolested; would be as numerous
and accessible in the land of their adoption as they were in their
native Mexico. . . . When this welcome was not in evidence some of
the less fervent thought they had a pretext to be excused from the

w31 When segre-

fulfillment of their ordinary duties as Catholics.
gation was forced upon the Mexican Catholics in Wichita many re-

sented it so greatly that some of them never went to church again.

50For segregation in religious services see The llewton Kansan,
October 16, 1971; Ricart, p. 58 for Florence; Franco, p. 71 for
Wichita and "The Diocese of Leavenworth: Historical Sketches of
Parishes and Churches Within the Diocese," (1937) Unpublished type-
script located at the Kansas State Ilistorical Society, Topeka,
Kansas., For the city of Emporia, see p. 117. These sketches of
historical data were written by the individual parish priests.
To what extent segregation was practiced in the Protestant churches
was not determined,

>luthe Diocese of Leavenworth," (1937) ». 117. (Hereinafter
roterred o oas YThe Dioacuic of Teavenworth'),
52

“Franco, p. 71.
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There segregation existed some Mexicans worshipped in homes
until their own churches were built., Of course, this type of
discrimination did not exist in some communities or was short-
lived in others., Yet, the Catholic Church was to become the most
important social institution among the lMexicans in Kansas. Around
this focal point centered the parochial SChool, nmutual aid asso-
ciations, athletic events and even the fiestas, which would become
the best known social activity of the Mexicans. In spite of the
early segregation in churches in some cities; the church eventually
became the life blcod of the Mexican colonies that sustained them

not only spiritually but socially as well, ;

ISEESEECIR



CHAPTER VII
RELIGION AND SOCTIAL ACTIVITILES

Churches were undoubtedly the most powerful center and cohe-
sive element in the Mexican colony, They deeply penetrated every
aspect of their existence and provided a powerful shield against
intrusive alien influences. In fact, religion for many Mexicans
was a factor making for social isolation, In many instances, the
parish priests were the only educated or learned men in the Mexi-
can colonies, a circumstance that normally gave added weight to
their edicts and pronouncements. Yet, without the church and such
leadership one can only speculate as to how many liexicans would
have endured in a hostile and alien environment, In spite of the
criticism that has been hurled against the Catholic church in
recent years by members of the Mexican ethnic group;l it must be
noted that despite its handicaps it was a viable and necessary
institution for many ﬁembers of the first generation, To what
extent religion was important for the Mexican immigrant upon his
arrival in Kansas can be determined by viewing briefly the influence
of this institution in his native country,

From the Spanish conguest in Mexico the religious leadership
of the Church was European; not Mexican. The dominance which the
Catholic religion held in the daily lives of the inhabitants of
Mexico was reflected in the prevalence of churches not only in
towns and villages; but also in the countryside. The guasi-
theocratic character of the Church lastéd througlh the period of

Spanish colonial rule until the nineteenth century when Mexico

\
N ped SRDU ULl LNG, AeXNGINYG VoS - Whe Hexlcan alerlcang

(San Jose: 1971), pp. 48-52,
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was caught up in an intense political-religious conflict between
Church and State. This conflict was to continue even into the
twentieth century and affected the lives of many of the immigrants
who journeyed north to the United States,

Yet, despite this conflict which often resulted in death;
deportation, and spiritual deprivation for many Mexicans; almost
ninety per cent of the population remained within the Catholic
fold.2 Many Mexicans who arrived in the Uﬁited States brought with
them the controversy between Church and State; and numerous Mexi-
cans were motivated to leave Hexico because of this struggle., A
large majoritv of the immigrants came from the central plateau
states northwest of Mexico City where Catholicism was strongest,
Many of those who settled in Kansas were from this region, and
their allegiance to this faith was still noted by observer in Kan-
sas during the 1920-1940 period. It was noted in the 1940's that
ninety to ninety-five per cent of the Mexicans residing in Kansas
were followers of the Catholic faith.3 This high percentage among
the Mexicans is rather revealing when considering the hostility
the American Catholic clergy directed toward Mexican immigration.4
The fact that many Mexican Catholics remained true to their native
faith during a period of adjustment and at times deprivation reveals

the tenacity of the Mexican character, The Mexicans who arrived in

2J. Patrick McHenry, A Short History of Mexico (llew York:
1862), p. 200.

3Franco, pPp. 78-79. ‘Franco's population estimate of the
Mexican Protestants was 1,500,

Yianuel Gamio, Mexican Immigration to the United States, pp.
115127, ‘
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Kansas were not greeted with open hands by would-be fellow parish-
ioners or the clergy.

((The rather humble beginnings of worship fof the Mexicans in
Kansas can be noted in several communities. From 1905; with the
arrival of the first Mexicans in Newton until 1919; this ethnic
group had no formal place in which to worship.5 In this interim
period, the Mexican babies were baptized and other sacraments
administered in the separate homes of the Mexicans by the pastor
of the St, lMarys Catholic Church in HNewton. For a considerable
period; until the construction of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in
1912, mass was said in the private homes.6 The establishment of
this Mexican national parish was typical of at least eleven other
Mexican colonies where national parishes were established between
1914 and the late 1920's.’

There appears to have been little systematic design in what
or when determined the establishment of these national parishes,
In such cities as Chanute, Wellington, Dodge City and Lyons no

national parishes were established, Yet, these cities all had a

5

The Catholic Advocate (Wichita), December 2, 1971,
6The Newton Kansan, October 16, 1971.

7Carman, pP. 226, These national parishes and the date of
churches established (if known) are as follows: Topeka, Our Lady
of Guadalupe, 1914; Emporia, Our Lady of Guadalupe, 1923; Kansas
City, Our Lady of it. Carmel, 1925; Wichita, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
1926 and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 1927; Garden City, 19217,
Kanopolis, Parsons and Deerfield. Much of this data and related
material was located in John M. Moeder's Early Catholicism in
Kansas and History of the Diocese of Wichita (Wichita: 1937) and
the Diocese of Leavenworth: Historical Sketches of Parishes and
Chuesly s Thihin the Bhoowee ® (W99 7): Tonpeislished typescriot

located at the hansas State liistorical Societ Topeka, Kansas,
’ !
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PLATE TIII

This Mexican chapel was the place of worship for Mexican
railroad workers in Newton, Kansas. It was located on
West lst Street near the largest Mexican camp. This sim-
ple one~room structure was typical of other Mexican parish
churches in several communities throughout Kansas.
From: The Newton Kansan, August 22, 1922,
relatively large population of Mexicans.8 The earliest of all the
Mexican parishes in Kansas began in 1914 in Topeka. Here as in
other Mexican colonies across Kansas, members of this ethnic group
worshipped in their own homes, was ministered to by a visiting
priest on periodic occasions, or most often, worshipped in already
established parishes dominated by Anglo congregations before their
own parishes were constructed., If the latter situation existed,
the llexican worshipers status was characterized by segregation.

{ In Emporia it was noted that "many Catholics . . . were embar-

rassed to associlate with the Mexicans even in the fulfillment of

their Catholic obligations at church , . . As a result it was

BYet in John lMoeder's lHistory of the Wichita Diocese published
in 1937, there is no mention of the Mexican Our Lady of Guadalupe
church in Dodge City.
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deemed advisable to fix up the basement_of the Sacred Heart Church
where mass was said on two Sundays of each month for the Mexicans.”9
_ This arrangement for the Mexicans though was short lived. By 1923
enough money had been donated for the construction of a small
temporary chapel for the Mexican colony in the southwestern section
of Emporia. é |

Some offthe parishes were slow in developing because of the
poor conditions of the Mexican parishioners., In the words of one
priest at Topeka it was noted that "their poverty was such that

w10 phe limited

they were unable to help to any extent financially.
funds available at this particular parish during the second decade
of the twentieth century forced the resident pastor to leave., This
lack of financial support might have keen the partial reason for
the guick succession of parish pastors in several of the Mexican

11 But it should

parishes in the early period of their existence,
also be remembered that a most difficult task for the first gener-
ation Mexicans in this country was that they alone had to support
their church which contrasted sharply with the state-supported
church in Mexico.

For the smaller Mexican colonies and work camps; nission work
was undertaken. The Mexican Catholics in many such communities
were visited periodically by Catholic priests who visited partic-

ular points along the railroads where section laborers were

employed. One priest who had been assisting in the Mexican parish

9“The Diocese of Leavenworth," Emporia, St. Catherine's
Church by Rev, Felix Marsinko, O.F.M., p. 118,

0 ; ot
£ "The Dicenne of Leavenuorih,
parish by Rev, Quartero, p. 277.

11

B4

Topcka, Qur Lady of Guadalupe

ibid.
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in Topeka during World War I undertook this responsibility in the
Topeka vicinity. It was recalled that as he traveled from one
camp or community to another, "he recited the rosary and preached
to these people in the vicinity of their shanties on the right-of-

G

way, and taught catechism to their children. At a later period

the Recollect Augustinian Fathers at Kansas City and Topeka did
mission work among the smaller Mexican communities.l3

Most of the first Mexican Catholic churches were simple one-
room structures that adeguately served the purposes of the parish-
icners in the early years of their existence in Kansas.l4 By the
late 1920's and the 1930's as the parishes prospered, additional

rooms might be added to the original structures, and rectories,

recreation halls and parochial schools were built on properties

12454,

13Carman, P. 226.

14Much of the financing for the initial parish churches can
be attributed to donations within the Mexican colony itself or
from parishes where Anglos were predominant. The same method of
financing was used in acquiring property on which the churches
were built., Some of these churches were bullt within the physical
confines of the colony which again suggests the proximity of the
colonies to the railroads, In Newton, ground for the initial
church was leased through the Santa Fe, and in Emporia in the 1920's
two buildings were obtained from the Santa Fe for purposes of
establishing a Mexican Protestant mission. In Topeka, the Santa
Fe also from time to time donated money and materials for the con-
struction of various buildings that came to make up the liexican
parish. See Topeka Daily Capital, February 6, 1921. Other acts
of philanthropy by the Santa Fe include a donation of $15,000,00
for park improvements in 1916 that essentially benefited the lexi-
can colony in the Oakland area of Topeka. This park was later
dedicated in 1917 and named in honor of the President of the Santa
Fe during this period, John Ripley, See Plavground, "Play for the
lexican Population of Topeka, Kansas," Vol, .III (April, 1919),

=27, '
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adjacent or nearby the parish churches.l5 These facilities easily
served the spiritual and social needs of most of the Mexican
Catholics. Similar facilities and services came to exist for the
lexican Protestants, but the Protestants failed to flourish in
comparison to the lMexican Catholics who outnumbered them about 10
to 1.

The Mexican Protestants numbered less than ten per cent of
the total lMexican population in Kansas, HMission work by various
Protestant denominations began in the early 1920's in many liexican
settlements., The Protestant sects most responsible for these
proselytizing efforts were the Baptists, Methodists and Presby-
terian.16 iiuch of this work was a pioneering endeavor since few
Mexican immigrants arrived in this country who adhered to the
Protestant faith. One who actively worked and pastored in numerous
Hexican settlements across Kansas was Hector Franco who has been
frequently guoted in this work. Reflecting upon the past in 1950
when his thesis was written, Franco points out that a real chal-
lenge existed for the Protestants "whose churches began to realize’
there was & splendid opportunity for doing missionary work in the

1920'5."17

l5The construction of such facilities varied from community
to community, e.g. in Hutchinson and Emporia the Mexican parishes
were without a parochial school for several years after the con-
struction of the church. In Salina, the initial church for this
parish was a frame structure that had been formally a Lutheran
Church and an extra addition to it served as a clinic where Hexi-
can mothers with children were assisted and instructed in hygiene
and proper diets for infants. See Mary T. Winslow, "Catholic
Action in Kansas," The Commonveal, (May 15, 1936), p. 70,

16 .
Franco pp. 74-75: and hzcart pp. 43-45, On the sub]ect
af el elon :,m. e Hewkoans In \'m sas, Franco's emphasis was
upon tne ProteutanL movement rather than the Catholic.

71016 y B A7.
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These efforts by Protestant ministers and laymen began as
early as 1910 in Wichita;l8 but the real fruits of this mission
work did not become evident until the late 1920'5 when several
IHexican Baptist and Methodist churches became a reality in scat-

- . 19 y "y
tered communities across Kansas, Some Mexican immigrants may

have hecome Protestants because they had been helped in some

20

material way by Protestant organizations - almost out of gratitude.”

Others, perhaps, vere disillusioned as to the moral character of

the Catholic priesthood, and they expected to find in the Protes-

21

tant clergy pure, moral, unselfish men. The validity of such

conversion to Protestantism might appear doubtful in such instances

but regardless of the type of persuasion employed, Protestant con-
gregations were formed, though their success was slight. The

reason that more llexicans were not converted to Protestantism can

probably be attributed to the ostracism and social pressure exerted

by the predominately !Mexican Catholic community on Protestants.

One observer who visited five HMexican communities in eastern Kansas

in the 1940's noted that, when referring to the smaller Protestant
groups, "they are not strong or prosperous . . . they rather look
like the heroic bands of dissenters fighting a losing battle

against superior and better organized forces (HMexican Catholics),

Ibid.

-lgThe Methodist Church was active in such places as Garden

City, Lyons, Emporia and Kansas City, while the Baptist denomina-
tion was conducting and establishing missions in cities that in-
clude VWichita, Topeka, Wellington, Hutchinson and Ottawa among
others. See Franco, p. 74,

20, . T '
For such charitable work in Kansas see Paul S, Taylor, Vol.
MET, =, 3295, @ad Lo Galins, see Aopy I, Wheslow's srbiglo in The

Commonweal, (iay 15, 1936), p. 70. o

?Litanuel Gamio, Mexican Immigration to the United States, p.

117.

r
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including the social pressure of the group.“22 One such Protestant
"dissenter, " turned critic, later pointed out that; "the Catholics
_were not inclined to protest . . . they have always been told by
the church what to do and were consequently afraid to ask and
challenge.“23 This criticism was directed toward members of the
Mexican Catholic faith for their failure to rebuff discrimination,
but it is not too far off the mark when one views the dominant
attitude of the Catholic Church toward the Mexican parishioners.

Many of the parish priests who pastored in the Mexican com-
munities were Spanish-born and did exert a conservative influence
upon members of their congregations, In some communities priests
resented very sfrongly any other activity in the colony; or by
members of the colony, that was not controlled by them. It appears
as if the church, while trying to help Mexicans spiritually, was
in fear of their being contaminated by outside influences., Thus
priests kept them from associating with Anglo-Americans and from
participating in associations and civic groups that eventually
would have helped them to break the obstruction that separated
them from their fellow residents.

Such sentiment was expressed in one south central Kansas city
that has a sizable Mexican population. In this particular case,

the priest was of Irish descent who made it known that he was not

22Ricart, pP. 43 and p. 57; See the Emporia Daily Gazette,
December ¢, 1247, for the condemnation in the Emporia HMexican
colony. For this Protestant-Catholic cleavage within the Lyons
community sce The Lyons Daily llews, June 28, 1972. Religious
divisions and problems within communities resulting from such
cleavages were expressed by two lexican Baptist laymen in the
cities of Topeka and Hutchinson. Personal interviews., Also for

pESETL G, DO DEOEROR . B, YDL-ST
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“3Quote from 'The Lyons Daily iHews, June, 28, 19272,
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much in favor of education for Mexicans, and did not approve their
joining any organization that was not church controlled.24 Some
Mexican families, traditionally Catholic and devout, were not wel-
comed in the church because they belonged to a secular organization,

a3 One lady of the community

the "Sociedad Representative Mexicana,
who was active among the Mexican population helped mobilize support
for this organization, which was largely social in function, but
was reprimanded by the same prilest several times because, "she was
trying to treat the Mexicans like her own Anglo friends," and was
also told "to stop her work among the Mexicans because she might
lead them astray.“26 Similar inhibiting influences were much
apparent in other Mexican parishes.27

This bkenevolent paternalistic attitude on the part of the
church leadership contrasted sharply to the advice given the lexi-
can parishioners in Topeka before iorld War I. This pastor, an
exile from liexico and the first parish priest in the Topeka Mexican

parish uraged his parishioners to break their ties which they held

with their homeland and readily adopt the culture, customs and

4.
Ricart, p. 64.

"
Plrs. J. Garcia, personal interview, Hutchinson; lay 4, 1972,

26, ; ) ; y v ; .
liiss Olga Johnson, personal interview, Hutchinson; May 4,
1972, PFor a similar account, see Ricart, pp. ©64-65.

"ror Topeka, sec Carman, Vol. II, pp. 231-932, and for Imporia,
see The omnoria Daily Gazette, December 9, 1247, Like several other
topics related to their past, this dominance exerted by the church
leadership was not a popular subject when this writer intervieuved
numerous first cgeneration lexicans, Younger liexican Lmericans were
much more responsive to such subjects. This is a rather sensitive
topic today among Me:riean Americans. In interviewing older Mexican
Americans it was apparent that similar conservaltive influences
rrasctnd Fron the s lnit atill evist ond have ovisted for mony voars
in sowme communitcies. '
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language of the United States.28 An appeal of this nature, which
was directed toward an ethnic group whose culture had been rooted
in Spanish and Indian traditions for about 300 years, appears
startling when viewed against the traditional conservatism of the
Catholic Church.

There can be little doubt that the leadership of the Catholic
Church e%erted itself over Mexican parishioners to the extent that
it became the principal agency of ethnic persistence for Mexicans.
This dominance tended to reinforce the separateness of the group
and conseguently retard acculturation.

The church in the Mexican communities was also the hub of
social life and related activities for the Mexican., Fiestas as
their best known social activity were closely allied to Catholic
activities. At the same time the celebration of Mexican Indepen-
dence Day was usually on September 16, but some have been held on
other dates such as Topeka's which was held annually in July. The
best known fiestas have been probably those at Chanute29 and at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Center in Kansas City, Missouri,

Anglo attendance was usually 1arge; thus providing an accul-
turative influence directly counter to the exaltation of Mexican
culture and Spanish language that characterized the occasions., Host
of the fiestas have usually been held in the larger Mexican commu-
nities; but some smaller settlements such as at Lyons annually

celebrated the Mexican Independence Day as early as the 1920's

28

The Topeka Capital Journal, November 9, 1914,

29 me Kansas City Star, September 18, 1966, This article is
Femredied ok leale o e anaval Jexiesd Fiesta A Chamule, TE
traces tice nistory oi tiis event beginning in 1%17, ana notes its
growth over the years.
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with fiestas.30
Most of the monies collected from the sale of Mexican food,
_handicrafts and entertainment stayed in the Mexican community
though some on occasion was given to charities. More often the
income from this event went toward some project or function asso-
ciated with the parish church, These occasions'were gala events
for the lexicans, One reporter observing the Topeka fiesta in 1938
noted that it was like being transplanted, "if by magic, into a
little part of 01d Mexico.”31 Native costumes worn by entertainers;
Mexican songs played and sung by special groups and such foods as
chili con carne; enchiladas, tacos and tostadas all lent much color
and gaity to an-event that began as a Mexican celebration but
attracted many others,

Other social events within the Mexican settlements were not
as elaborate as the fiesta but were enjoyed just as much and were
looked upon with favor. For many years in Newton and Wellington,
Mexicans gathered for dances and home cooked food after each “rail-
road payday." For these events public buildings were rented or
recreation halls were used.32 Mexican clubs could be found in some
33

communities but were not common across the State.

Elsewhere, Mexican benefit societies and organizations were

30The Lyons Daily News, June 27, 1972.

31The Topeka State Journal, May 10, 1938, The first fiesta
in Topeka was held in 1932 and became so0 popular that it was held
annually into the 1950's, The attendance at this two day event in
1938 numbered over 20,000,

32

Carman, Vol. II, p. 949 and Ricart, p. 60,

r
33:'!". g T~ i Az 8y ! T DT e, S b 1 f | H M
P Tesves < wmsio vy Gl omgmplaasd by L ghiuvpeh an Leniton
flourished for a few years, bul Sociedad Representative Mexicana
in Hutchinson has long been a sccular organization that has served
the social nceds of liexican americans in that city.

¥
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an expected part of community life.34 The numbers and power of
these associations were guite small and limited and were not con-
sidered strong enough to represent a cultural subsystem. Mutual
aid societies did perform important functions for members of this
ethnic group. Sociedades and Mutualistas were local societies, or
lodges of the mutual benefit type customarily set up by Mexicans
through the assistance of Mexican consulates in the United States.35
These societies were supported by small monﬁhly dues and paid modest
sick benefits to members. Such organizations provided a forum for
discussion and a means of organizing the social life of the commu-
nity, end for many years represented the only continuous orgenized
life among the Mexicans in which the initiative came wholly from
the Mexicans themselves, The importance of these organizations were
the aid and welfare it provided liexican residents who were fre-
quently cdenied such assistance by similar American institutions.

In summation, the existence of tﬁe first generation Mexican in
Kansas for the 1900-1940 period was one of constant adjustment and
mobility for many. Arriving with few skills and little education,

he was forced to work as a common laborer in an increasingly indus-

trial society. His employment was guite freguently that of a stoop

34Some of these societies include Comisiones Honorificas
(Honorary Commission) in Topeka, Emporia, Independence, Coffeyville,
Garden City, Parsons and Horton; Sociedad Mexicana in Wichitaj
Sociedad Mutualista Benito Juarez in Topeka and Brigadas de la Cruz
Azul Mexicana (The Blue Cross) in Dodge City and Garden City. For
other societies consult Gamio's Mexican Immigration to the United
States, p. 245.

35For many years the Mexican consul for the midwest maintained
an office in Kansas City, Missouri. His jurisdiction, other than
Kansas, included five other midwestern states. This office occasion-
ally mesinted Heriess domicgrants end helped tthen oeogenize sociebies
of the mutual benefit type.
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laborer in agriculture or pick and shovel worker on the railroads
and in the salt mines., He advanced little, if any; up the social
and economic scale. Sometimes advancement was retarded by his own
inability to become integrated in an alien society. At other times
his upward movement was denied by overt discriminatory behavior on
the part of the majority population who had also exhibited such
behavior toward other ethnic.and raclal minorities in the United
States.

(rSocial ecquality was denied them also, Members of the group
could not enter restaurants; barber shops or theaters, nor could
they rent houses excent in restricted neighborhoods. The usual
reason was that Anglos did not do business with Mexicans, Perhaps
it is not so important that the first generation did not prosper
but rather that they were able to survive in an alien and often
hositle environment. Most importantly, the Mexican belonged to

48 Though this generation, the migrants, might have

"La Raga.”
adopted a few of the American customs and the American material
civilization; they remained racially; sentimentally, culturally
and traditionally one with the Mexicans on the other side of the
Rio Grande, |

After éll, one must remember the primary motivating factor
that forced the MHexican to emigrate to the United Stetes. It was

to seek and cain the basic necessities of life., These necessities

were gained by many through employment and the conseguent earnings

36This term literally translated means the race. This concept
means something of a community of origin, language, culture and a
sense of common destiny. During periods of stress and travail the
i eagrn Y lowilcon Amoricans in this ecountry hove yallied behind
this concept.



130
that allowed them a "decent living," and these were things their
homeland could ndt offer them, This standard of living was not the
_equivalent enjoyed by native Kansans who had resided in the State
for generations; but it was at least comparable to other first

generation immigrant groups who had preceded them,



CHAPTER VIII
SOCIAL MOBILITY OIF MEXICAN AMERICANS
IN TOPEKA, 1900-1970

By almost any criterion the first generation Mexican stood at
the very bottom of the socio-economic ladder. The extent to which
this generation and the second would advance was dependent upon a
number of factors. The most important of these variables that
measure social mobility are occupational levels, education, lan-
guage preference, political power and the influence of religion,

The f£luidity of the American social structure for any given
period of time and space is very tenuous and must be approached
with caution., It should also be kept in mind that the myth in
American history that the United States has been the "land of
opportunity" for the common man belongs to the realm of legend;2
but it can not be totally divorced from any study of social mobility.
To what degree opportunities existed for the Mexican ethnic group
and to what extent members of this group were able to exploit these
opportunities for their social and economic betterment; are gues-
tions this section will attempt to answer about the Mexican Ameri-
cans in Topeka, Kansas, over a period of three generations.

The heritage of the Mexican colony in Topeka dates back as

lAnother factor that will be dealt with briefly will be the
rate of naturalization. For recent studies on social mobility of
Mexican Americans, see Fernando Pénalosa and E.C. McDonagh, "Social
Mobility in A Hexican-American Community,” Social Forces, XXXXIV
(June, 1966), pp. 498-505; and W.V. D'Antonio and Julian Samora,
"Occupational Stratification in Four Southwestern Communities,”
Social Forces, XXXXI (October, 1962), pp. 17-25.

2
“Stephan Thernstrom Pove z ano Progre S SOClaJ Mobility 1n
goLoAnmleoer ol Cons bagime CiLy Tiowr Tanl: Athenou 1 Prass, 19269), mo. X=2.



132

early as 1903,3

but it was not until 1907 that this community could
be distinguished from the larger Anglo-American community.4 In
1907 the Santa Fe Rallroad transported several families and male
laborers from El Paso, Texas, to Topeka, and this party formed the
basis of an ethnic group that by 1970 numbered approximately 6;000.
Some of these early migrants, who were the first of many to journey
to Topeké, were not aware of their destination when they left the
Mexican-American border region.5 It was a policy of the Santa Fe
to recruit lMexican workers at the border and transport them wherever
their services were most needed.,
Without the Santa Fe Railroad's need for low cost manpover,
the Mexican colony in Topeka would have been non-existent, It was
a welcome blessing for the Mexicans who were seeking employment,6
but this Railroad eventually became a curse for those seeking income
and occupational advancement. Later 1t appeared as a paradox for
members of this ethnic group: an agency to be blessed and cursed.
Around 1910, with the arrival of numerous Mexican families,
Mexicans began to build inexpensive, small houses mostly on twenty-
five foot lots clustering around the Santa Fe shops; arid "little
Mexico" was born. The original colony consisted of eight families,

approximately forty people., There were thirteen box-car lumber

3State of Kansas, "Decennial Census of the State, 1925" Vols.
211-213, Ward Z.

4

The Topeka Capital Journal, November 9, 1914,

>Mack Torrez, personal interview, Topeka, April 17, 1970.

6One Mexican American who has spent much of his life in Topeka
recalled that what the Mexican people needed upon their arrival "was
a dels to Zushort themselves aid theliyr fomilies, and the Santa Fe
Raliroad furnished that." See the Yopeka Capital Journal, July 29,
1956,
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houses, numerous gardens, barns, sheds and garages. There were no
modern sanitary facilities, yvet there seemed to be little illness.7
~These early migrants were mainly without funds to rent or buy
housing and those with-money were freguently not permitted to live
outside of the colony. The Santa Fe itself in 190% allowed the
Mexicans to reside in the southeast corner of the railroad vyards.
In 1219, the boxcars which served as housing gave way to boxcar

lumber shacks,

but for twenty years "little HMexico" thrived in
dilapidated shacks amidst gardens, barns, goats, chickens and dogs.
In 1939, "little Mexico'" or the area housing Mexicans in the
Santa Fe yards, was torn down because of the rundown conditions.
Disease stemming from unsanitary conditions was one reason for its
destruction.8 This portion of the Mexican settlement existed with
uncertainty and had been subject to banishment on freguent occasions,
Appeals were made by various civic groups in Topeka to help clothe

and provide housing for those forced out of the railroad yards, but

'
little in the way of aid was received.9 Numerous Mexicans used the
lunber that was available after the housing was torn down to build
makeshift housing outside of the Santa Fe yards. For the entire
Topeka colony, only six percent owned their homes in 1925,10 but
this situation improved immensely over the years until by the 1960's

ninety-five percent of the Mexican community in Topeka owned their

Kansas, September, 1969,

r

Editorial in Paginas Sociales, Topeka

8The Topeka Cawnital Journal, August 14, 1928,

o) .
Nate Morales

lOState of Kansas, "1925 Census" Vols. 211-213, Ward 2.

, personal interview, Topeka, April 25, 1970,
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Many Mexican families
1917.

Topeka Capital Journal, September 1,

resided in these easily converted structures along the right-of-way of railroad
From

Railroad boxcar residence of a Mexican family in Topeka.

tracks across Kansas.
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own homes.ll
Ninety~-five percent of the first generation lexicans were
classified as laborers in the i925 State census; the remaining
five percent were employed in the meat packing industry, foundry
work; grocery business and one was employed as a police interpreter
for the city of Topeka., The Santa Fe laboring class is further
broken down into section hands; helpers; (who assisted in the shops
and were the largest group) painters and wéter carriers, Nearly
all the Hexicans in Topeka were employed in the shops and yards and
not on track section and extra gangs., This situation contributed
greatly to the solidarity and permanent nature of the Topeka
colony.lz

Gradually the Hexicans "advanced" from work in the section
gangs into the Santa Pe shops where they were employed along with
other laborers. During the 1920's and 1930's most of the ilexicans
employed in the shops worked in the category classified as “"help-
ers."13 It was within this unskilled category that the Mexican
shop workers remained until World War II, Advancement was fre-
guently denied to these laborers because of their lack of education.

Some Mexicans were denied advancement and apprenticeship positions

in spite of their meeting the qualifiéations for better paying

llThe Topeka Capital Journal, July, 1956, and December 17,
1961, The Santa Fe did not in Topeka, as in many other places,
attempt further housing projects.

E2

Peter Earle, p. 1l.

13In order of importance these categories ranged as follows:
Labordr, Migha U7 e, helinky differeptis) bellner, socbhnd elamd
nechanic, and £irst class mechanic. Personal interview with
Francisco Vargas, June 7, 1970.

r
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positions.14 In the early period, after their arrival in Topeka,
many of these Mexicans undeniably worked for any wage they could
geit because it was better than what they could get in Mexico. As
the years wore on and many of the Mexicans bécame embedded in posi-
tions where they had been initially placed, they began to have mixed
feelings about an employer that denied them advancement.15 Com-
plaints freguently brought dismissal or suspension from this employ-~
ment, Conseduently, many came to accept this static situation; not
so nuch because of their docility but for reasons of security in an
environment where other avenues of employment were closed, These
lakorers were largely unorganized and had little power to bargain
for the simple reason that as aliens in the United States; they
were refused membership in labor unions.l6

As late as 1940, ninety-five of every one hundred Mexicans

14Ibid. Vargas recalled that during the 1920's that the only
preregulsite needed for apprenticeship positions in the shops was
an eighth grade education, Some Mexicans, including Vargas, met
this qgualification, but they were denied this position., This dis-
criminatory attitude can only reflect the contempt and distrust
that Anglo workers and supervisors exhibited toward the Me:xican
employee, See Carman, Vol, II, pp. 227-228 for further explana-
tions of discriminatory attitudes,

lSIn the process of interviewing numerous Mexican Americans,
most of the first generation llexicans were rather reluctant to
speak out on opportunities denied or hostility directed against
them by their employers. In particular, this writer could detect
mixed feelings that the Mexicans held about their past. Many would
deny that the Santa Fe Railroad, for instance, had exhibited dis-
crimination against them. Others would not deny this, Most though
accentuated the positive effects of their relationship with this
railroad primarily because it offered them employment, not egual
treatment, That the lMexicans were an oppressed ethnic class cannot
be denied. Perhaps this condition was best characterized by an
elderly Mexican American in Lyons, when reflecting upon the past
noted that, "it just took time (for eguality) . . . We didn't think
we had any rights. . . . We were kind of shoved in a corner and we
i 2

0 I i thot cornor.'" Quoktoe from the Twons Nailly Tomrg

P 1
o 1] . L ¥
June 29, 1972,

16Gamio, Mexrican Immigration to the United States, pp. 30-33.
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employed by the Santa Fe in Topeka were unskilled laborers.l? By
‘1961, four out of five held skilled or semi-skilled positions in

.the railroad shops.l8

The factors that brought about this drastic
change for the Mexican people are several, First, though not
directly related to the Mexicans in Topeka, was the general atti-
tudes toward Mexicans as laborers in the l930's-which can be viewed
as a transitional period.19 Though the depression created new
econoinic opposition to Mexican immigration it also helped break down
entrenched social prejudice, Significantly, the voices of the
unconpromising social restrictionists were, for the most part, heard
only during the early part of the decade., The climate of opinion
in regard to the value of the Mexican worker was changed in a
positive way in the late 1930's. The second factor, and perhaps
most important of all, was World War II which became a watershed
period for iHexicans in this country.

Unification in a national cause can go far toward alleviating
a nation's prejudices against its minority groups. Such was the
case in the United States regarding its Mexican Rmerican minority
during and after World War II. The fissure in the wall of intol-
erance that began to show itself under the pressures of the depres-
sion, widened into a gap through which shown the first hopeful glim-
mer of a new Anglo-American understanding of lMexican people. This
war did not destroy bigotry in the United States, but it impressed

upon the nation the primacy of a united people in the face of a

ine Topeka Capital Journal, December 17, 1961.

Brnia.

10

L“Robert J., Lipsultz, “American Attitudes “Yoward Mexican
Immig¢ration, 1924-1952," Unpublished Doctoral dissertation,
University of Chicaago, 1962, pp. 80-81,
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common enemy., A world tragedy had furnished the mechanism by which

the lMexican American could prove himself,

A third factor directly related to the war and bearing upon N

the Mexicans in Topeka was their entrance into skilled and semi-
skilled labor positions in the Santa Fe shops. This was accom-
plished by allowing the Mexican workers to enter the A.F., of L.
union in 1941-1942, By 1953, half of the Mexican employees had
machinist ratings, and further advancement occurred in the 1960's
as some Mexican Americans entered supervisory positions.20 Occu-
pational advancement was slow in coming for the Mexican American
working in the shops, but it enhanced their mobility significantly.
The World Var II labor shortage created a powerful thrust
behind this ethnic group's drive to invade skilled trades., The
caste~like occupational structure of the lMexican American employed
by the Santa Fe was finally broken in 1941, but it had taken over
a generation for one to become an apprentice machinist., In retro-
spect, it is discernible from the 1925 State census that the vast
majority of Mexicans in the Topeka colony were at the lowest rung
of the economic ladder, and few opportunities existed for members
of this group of the first generation working for the Santa Fe.
Many of the second generation followed in their fathers foot-
steps at Santa Fe, and though deficient in’education; they becane
bilingual and were able to step into apprenticeship positions at
Santa Fe during and after World War II., One such example is
Francisco Vargas whose father was a migrant worker prior to secttle-
ment in Topecka in 1913, Upon completion of his high school educa-

tion, he stepped into a skilled position at the Santa e shops and

20 , 3 . .
¢ lTate Morales and Francisco Vargas, personal intervieus,

X

e
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until recently was Vice President and a trustee of the Railroad
Carman of America Union, and also served as Vice President of the

Santa Fe Railroad Employees Credit Union.21

Such positions in
unions were impossible for first generation liexicans. Intergener-
ational mobility has been achieved by members of this ethnic group
vworking Qt Santa Fe,

In 1961, one-fourth of the Mexicans out of a population of over
6;000 were employed at Santa Fe.22 Since‘l940, with the coming of
World War II, emphasis uponreducation, gradual changes in the customs
of the people, less geographic isolation, and greater contact both
physically and culturally with the dominant society has brought
occupational diversification for the llexican population. These
factors and the innovations in technology and machinery that created
labor-saving devices has created less dominance upon employment by
the Santa Fe Railroad.

Outside of Santa TI'e employment, the majority of Mexican
Americans are employed in many levels and types of occupations
today. Numerous members of this group have acguired white collar
status, positions that contrast sharply with the employment situa-
tion in the 1920's when 'no Topekan of Mexican ancestry could be

23

found at downtown work, except in kitchens. The "primary reason,"

as recalled by one life-long Mexican resident, "was the challenge
in surmounting an archaic picture of Topeka's Mexican Americans as

a colony of chicken pluckers and elevator operators.”24

2l rhe Topeka Daily Capital, December 19, 1961.

22;Q£g., December 20, 1961,

““The Topeka Capital Journal, December 17, 19G1.

21144, , December 20, 1961.
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Though this problem has not been entirely surmounted today, in

25

comparison to Mexican Americans in other Kansas cities, and though

26 strides have bheen made

.discrimination still exists in employment,
to indicate social mobility.

The llexican American occupations for the male population are

variable, In 1961, it was indicated that Mexicén Americans in
Topeka could be found in the occupations that follow: school
teachers, social workers, real estate agent, nurses, policeman,
civil engineer, lawyer, comptroller for a printing firm, and one
who held a supervisory position at Sears, Roebuck and Company.
In addition it was found that numerocus members of this group were
enployed bhy Federal and State agencies., An additional study in
197028 indicated that Mexican Americans were epmployed in supervisory
capacities at the Hill Packing Company, and were employed at the
{ansas Power and Light Company, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company,
Hallmark Cards, Inc. and the lMerchants National Bank. It also
indicated that they were employed in numerous establishments across
Topeka as mechanics and carpenters.29

In spite of this apparent success of some lexican Americans

which demonstrates in part social mobility it was pointed out in
i s !

1970 that discrimination still existed in employment opportunities

25Carman, vol, II, p. 930, Carman believes that employment
opportunities for Mexicans in Topelka have developed less than in
[Michita.

26 : : p— - >
Russell and Broadnax, pp. 69-70; and Marian I'. Braun, "A Sur-
vey of the American Mexicans in Topeka, Kansas," Unpublished Master's
thesis, Umporia State Teachers College, Imporia, 1970, pp. 52 and 6Z2.

27The Topeka Daily Capital, December 20, 1961,

““Braun, pp. 52-54.

2’(;"ij.c'.i., p. 49.
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for liexican Imericons., Vicent T. Ximines, Commissioner of the
United States Icual Employment Opportunity Office, voiced his
ovinion concerning discimination at the lmerican GI Forum conven-
tion in June, 1870:

It is casier for a person of lexican descent to
become a doctor or a lawyer than to get a iob as
an electrician. . . . Discrirination has been
practiced against Hexican lmericans as a group
in Topeka. Three companies have emploved 7,000
pDersons among ?hem, and on1§056 of those are
prersons of llexican descent,

Por the most part, efiforts to establish individual businesses
have been stymied by the scarcity of capital, but several e:xceptions
are worth mentioning. One is lManuel J, Vargas, interior decorator
and proprietor of Vargas Furniture and Upholstery Companv. Joseph
Alcsla is the owner of La Siesta Restaurant, and Perfecto Torrez is
the ouwner of Perfect's Plumbing and Sewer Service. Augustina Tetuan
is the prowmrietor of the Lucky Five Latin Restaurant. Oﬁher Mexican_
American business establishments are the Tavares Market with
Marcelino Tavares as its proprietor; Pedro Lopez Company Inc., owned
by Antonio Lopez: and the Ralon Sales Company, owned by Ruben Alonza.
All but one of these people are second generation Mexican Americans.

Two additional Mexican Americans who have attained a good
amount of success through mobility are Mike Marmolejo and Vincent
Serrano, both of whom are of the second generation, The latter is
presently employed as a specialist for the State Department of
Bducation after serving several vears in the capacity as the Topeka
High Schoel Hexican American counselor., He indicated that he was

very proud that he did not have to follow in his father's footsteps

“Yihe Yopeka Daily Capital, June 28, 1970,
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as a railroad employee with the Santa Fe.31 Mike Marmolejo, until
late 1970 held a position the equivalent to a supervisor at the
Kansas State Revenue Department, attributes his own occupational
success to education and "persistance and aggressiveness against

w32 It is certain that many second

members of the dominant society.
generation and a sizable portian of the third generation in Topeka
have br&ken the language and educational barriers which is exhibited
in their occupational mobility. Education in these cases were
prerequisite for social mobility.

" Education is the most powerful weapon to promote change, a
change that should eventually erase prejudice and insure increased
mobility in the Mexican American community. Yet, education was a
goal not easily attained for many members of this group. In 1925,
ninety-two percent of the first generation Mexicans were listed as
illiterate and only about fifty-five percent of their children were

33 Little interest in attending school was shown

attending school.
by the Mexicans in the first few years of their settlement. Some
instruction was provided in 1907 for Mexican children, and in 1914
with the establishment of a Catholic parish, educational instruction
was reinforced. Yet, those who attended this primary school were
segregated until 1944.34 School integration occurred without inci-
dent during the World War II period, and today the Mexican American

children attend six different primary schools and three secondary

31Vincent Z. Serrano, personal interview, Topeka, March 11, 1972,

32Mike Marmolejo, personal interview, Topeka, April 6, 1970.

333tate of Kansas. ‘"Decennial Census of the State of Kansas,
1925," Topeka, Vols, 211-213.

34

The Topeka Capital Journal, December 18, 1961.
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institutions in Topeka. But education for the Mexican American
has not been a goal early achieved.

Allen Ecord, principal of Branner and Branner Annex Schools ./

. e
in 1932, gives this description of the school situation.

The impact of all these newcomers on the
schools was rather terrific. Very few of

the parents and practically none of the
children could speak or understand English.
The teachers could not speak Spanish.

Classes were large, most all of them forty

or fifty and, in a few cases, classes of

over sixty have been reported. . . . In an
attempt to meet this problem, Branner Annex
Scheool was started in 1918, It was located

at Second and Madison, which placed it near
the greatest concentration of the Mexican
settlement. There was a footbridge over the
tracks in the Branner School area that chil-
dren from across the tracks in the Branner
School area could cross over without danger

of trains. Branner School consisted of four
portable rooms and two cld brick toilet build-
ings. All Mexican public school children
attended this school in kindergarten and the
first three grades, by which time it was hoped
they would have sufficient mastery of English
to proceed in the regular rooms at Branner or
Lincoln Schools. None of the teachers had any
special training for this type of work, and
none of them spoke Spanish. A few Mexican
parents were found who could speak both lan-
guages and they were often called u gn to
assist in conferences with parents.

Mr., Ecord stated that they tried to change the curriculum that
the schools were offering to include vocational courses, but they
did not succeed in doing so. He commented that there was a gradual
change in the attitude of the people of Topeka toward the Mexican
American citizens. In the early days, they were not accepted

either socially or in the business community.

35Allen Ecord, "A Principal Looks at Urban Renewal," an essay
written for the Research Dennrtfment: Menninger Foundation (Topeka,

hansas: apeid, 1LY%67), PP. 33=5.
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By 1953 the illiteracy rate had dropped considerably from

the high percentage in 1925. A study in the early 1950's indicated
that less than ten percent of the Mexicans in Topeka could not read
or write in either English or Spanish_,36 and it was also indicated
that fifty percent of those eligible were attending high school.37
In 1961, 300 Mexicans had acquired high school diplomas out of a
total population of approximately 4,000, and thirty were attending
college with five studying for the priesthood.38 In 1970 it was
impossible to determine the number of Mexican Americans attending
schools in the Topeka public school system,39 but it was indicated
that the drop-out ratio for students in high school was negligible
compared to earlier years. Since 1944, with the integration into
the public and parochial schools the barrier between the Mexican
Americans and dominant culture has tended to break down. Integra-
tion was a salient factor associated with ambition, and Mexican
American boys in the 1970's aspire to nonmanual occupations that
had not been open to them previously. Unfortunately, the American
culture places a premium on the amount of formal education that an
American attains. Previously, the Mexican American has found him-
self at a tremendous disadvantage due to the lack of education.

This was especially true for members of the first and second gen-

eration. In the 1970's it was more apparent that education was

36Peter Earle, p. 4.

371pia.

38The Topeka Capital Journal, December 19, 196l.

39The Topeka public school system does not classify students
by race or ethnic background. - This was also the case for numerous
firms and businesses that employed Mexlican Americans. Withholding
information and not having data concerning the number of employees
or students by race makes a statistical analysis impossible for
this ethnic group in Topeka.
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being pursued by the Mexican American youth, and that this attain-
ment has become more than a hand hold for better employment. More
than any other factor, it has enhanced their drive fof social and
economic equality which will likely make social mobility more of
a reality.

An integral part of education has been the problem associated
with laﬁguage. Tha£ language preference is a gauge of social
mobility is apparent from several studies made in the Southwest.40
Language usage is one of the most sensitive indicators of the degree
of acculturation, and the use of English rather than the Spanish
language was found to be significantly associated with upward mobil-
ity. The first generation's inability to communicate in English
forced many to subordinate positions in employment. Even in the
1970's a large portion of the first generation has difficulty
speaking or understanding English,41 but such has not been the case
for those of the second and third generation. For these younger
groups, Spanish is a second language and is used only when "abso-
lutely necessary."42 Several of those interviewed were disappointed
that so few of the Mexican American children could speak Spanish.43
When contrasted to their parents and grandparents, few of the third

generation today is bilingual, an expected finding among foreign-

language immigrants. The extent to which the Spanish language has

4OFernando Penalosa and E.C. McDonagh, p. 501 and 503; and
William D. Altus, "The American Mexican: The Survival of a Culture,"
Journal of Social Psychology, Vol. XXIX (May, 1949}, pp. 219-220.

b R D : g :
4 Franco indicated this in his study in 1950. See p. 27. This
was also indicated by this writer who interviewed numerous members
of the first generation.
2
“Franco, p. 48.

43
José Garcia and Nate Morales, personal interviews.
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become subordinate to English is evident in Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church where sermons were given in both Spanish and English as

early as 1943.44 For the second and third generations it would
appear that the influence of Spanish language has not retarded the
mobility aspirations of the Mexican ethnic group in Topeka.

The church played a significant role in the life of the Mexi-
can American. The beginnings in 1914 were hampered by poverty, but
the uninterrupted succession of native Spanish-speaking priests, at
least until 1970, has kept the Topeka Mexicans more closely together
than is true elsewhere. Until 1923, native Mexican priests who were
exiled from that country served the Mexican parish, and Augustinian
. Recollects since that date have pastored at the parish church. In
1951 it was reported by officials of the Augustinians that their
parishioners in Topeka were more conservative in several ways,
including language, than the Mexicans in south Omaha.45 The modest
church erected in 1921 was succeeded in 1948 by a much more preten-
tious structure.

An observer in 1961 gives his impression of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in these words:

Neither the Spanish tile nor the ornamental iron-
work can more hint at the intimate embrace in which
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church enfolds the Topeka
Mexican colony. . . . The dull beige bricks almost
melt with the shadow falling from the railroad shops
where Crane blunts itself against the Branner over-
pass. The church facade and bell tower resemble an
cld Spanish Mission and the delicate colors of the

interior add emphasis to the vivid Mosaic4gural of
the Virgin of Guadalupe behind the altar.

44Peter Earle, p. 7.

45Carman, Vod: L4, pe 231,

46This observer was Bill Wright who wrote a series of articles
on the Mexican Americans in Topeka. See the Topeka Capital Journal

December 18, 1961 for his observations on the importance of the churcl
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About 600 families worshipped in the church in 1970 accord-
ing to the parish priest.47 Baptismal records date from 1914 and
were recorded in Spanish along with other church records until
1944, when by superior order English was substituted.48 Whether
the church exercises a strong influence in the Mexican American
community is difficult to say, but there can be little doubt that
the "religious factor" plays an important role in the rate of
acculturation and social aspirations of the Mexican Americans,

The Mexican Baptist Church was organized by thirty-five mem-
bers of the Guadalupe parish in 1924.49 There was animosity, even
threats of violence, at first, but later relations between Catholic
and Protestants became more amicable. Though its membership has
fluctuated since 1924, this church is still an active organization
today. A portion of the Mexican ethnic group attend other Protes-
tant churches, and Mexican Americans who have moved out of the
Mexican community into integrated neighborhoods attend other Cath-
olic churches. In 1970, it was indicated that members outside the
influence of the Catholic Mexican church represented about one-
sixth of the total Mexican American population.50 Competition
between the Catholic and Protestant faith reveals cleavages in the
- Mexican population and has become an obstacle to consensus when

concerted action is needed to take advantage of civil rights legis-

lation or problems that effect the total Mexican American community.

47Rev. Theophane Mayora, personal interview, Topeka, April 6,
1970.
4BEarle, p. 7.
49 . : . L
Jose Garcia, persconal interview.
50

Rev. Joseph Lopez, personal interview, Topeka, April 19,
1970. ‘
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Such divisions within the Mexican American minority group points
to the absence of leadership and lack of organized political action
groups.51

The Mexican American ethnic group in Topeka has since its
settlement, comprised only four to six percent of the total popu-
lation, Even if all had been eligible to vote their influence
would héve been small. The language barrier effectively isolated
a large portion of the first generation and was an important factor
in reducing the rate of naturalization. In 1925 few members of
this ethnic group were citizens, most were classified as aliens.
Only gradually did they go through the formal channels of becoming
naturalized.52 One reason for delaying their naturalization in
this country, and perhaps a most important one, was the proximity
and easy accessibility of Mexico to the Mexicans in this country.
Unlike the European immigrant, the Mexicans in this country had no
wide Atlantic Ocean to cross. The cultural and linguistic ties
were constantly reinforced with the new arrival of Mexican immi-
grants, at least up until the depression period. Many Mexican
immigrants arrived in this country with the full expectation of
returning to their native land, and consequently, never fully
relinquished allegiance to their native country. An article in the

Monthly Review of the Department of Justice in 1947 noted that, "it

is probably true that both Mexicans and Canadians put off natural-
ization, since a return to countries close at hand is such a simple

process that there would appear to be no reason for permanently

51Russell and Broadnax, "Minorities in Kansas," p. 66.

L

JZThe ‘lopeka Capital Journal, November 4, 1938,
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relinquishing allegiance to the country of birth."s3

Yet, it would appear that many first generation Mexicans \
~ became naturalized citizens during the Second World War because
many of the best paying jobs were in defense plants which required
citizenship status. One observer in Kansas during World War II
noted that there was a sharp upswing in the number of Mexican
residents who took out citizenship papers during this period.s4

Politically, it appears that the Mexican American record has
been negligible, and only since World War II have they given token
attention to this avenue that could bring ébout échievement. The
political arena has been closed to this group and political action
on their part has been neglected until recently. Politics, often
assumed to have been important channels of upward mobility for
immigrant groups, has not provided opportunity for these people.
Little ascent of this kind has been noted in Kansas. Essentially,
the Mexican American community has been without leadership or organ-
ization, and only in the late 1960's, on the national level have
leaders developed and this has been in the field of labor.

One obstacle that has not allowed them to forge ahead faster
has been their apparent inability to unite or organize.55 The num=-
bers and powér of the Mexican American ethnic associations have been

quite small and limited. Several organizations do exist or have

53Helen F. Eckerson, "Our Naturalization Potential," Monthly
Review of the Department of Justice., Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service. Vol. IV (June, 1947), p. 156.

54Franco, pp. 90-91. It is not known how many Mexicans in
Topeka took out citizenship papers or became naturalized citizens.
One can only assume that this did happen because of the increased
incentives of having this status.

55Franco, p. 124, and Russell and Broadnax, p. 66.
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existed in the community. One, now largely defunct, is the Alianza
Hispano Americana which once had a large membership but offered
limited social goals. Though it began as a mutual benefit society,
its objectives were changed somewhat in order to bring the Mexican
American community closer to the larger Anglo community. It was
represented in several different civic, welfare and recreational
programs in Topeka.56 A most active organization, and one of the
most recognized, within the community today is the American GI
Forum which is made up of Mexican American veterans. It was created
in 1948 to combat discrimination against Mexican Americans. Today
it has many chapters in the midwest and southwest. Topeka's chap-
ter was organized in the mid 1950's, and it has a membership roll
of about 400.57 Unlike the Alianza organization, this organization
hardly functions as an institutional system within this ethnic
group. |

A more recent organization is UMAVK (United Méxican American
Voters of Kansas) which was established in late 1969. The goals of
this organization are for "economic, social and political improve-
ment of the Mexican American community."58 UMAVK is a nonpartisan
political group. In 1969, this group, which numbered from two
hundred to two hundred fifty across Kansas, endorsed some Republican
candidates, but it so happened that the candidates were more sus-

ceptible to the Mexican American requests than candidates from the

Democratic party. Since its formation, it has assisted persons of

56Russell and Broadnax, pp. 67-70.
57A.L. Gonzales, personal interview, Topeka, April 13, 1970.
Mr. Conzales in 1970 was president of this chapter in Topeka.

58The Topeka Capital Journal, July 12, 1970,
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Mexican descent to become elected or appointed to city and state
offices.59

Although associations like the mutual benefit societies may
have perpetuated a cultural subsystem within the Mexican community
in the earlier period, their importance dwindled to the point where
they hardly serve the community. Much more attention has shifted
to orgaﬁizations that seek cooperation and stronger ties with the
larger Anglo-American community. Thus the drive for achievement
and socio~economic goals have been compatible with the aims of the
newer Mexican American organizations. Several other organizations
exist in the community, but they have not proved viable because of
the diversity that exists in the community.60

Diversity also characterizes the distribution of the Mexican
ethnic group in Topeka today. From the initial decade of settle-
ment in this century up until at least World War II, the Mexican
colony remained physically isolated in the Oakland area of Topeka.
In 1951 a flood of major proportions inundated a large part of this
area forcing some residents to move and others to rebuild. Another
shift in spatial distribution.resulted after the 1961 urban renewal
program when one-fifth of the Mexican Americans were forced out.61
Consequent resettlement fanned out into all areas of Topeka, but

the major drift was to the east and northern sections of the city.

Others moved as far south as the Highland Park High School. The

59 1pia,

60Russell and Broadnax, p. 67,

61For a study of the effects of the urban renewal program upon
the Mexican American community, see William H, Key, "When People
are Forced to Move," Final Report of a Study of Forced Relocation.
Topeka, Kansas: Kansas Menninger Foundation, 1967,
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fragmentation of the Mexican community began in the late 1940's
and continues in the 1970's, but the impetus for fragmentation of
~ the segregated community occurred alongside and with a marked
shift in occupational étatus.

The Mexican American people have been accused of clannishness
which prevents them from cooperating outside the family group. Aan
example of the close family tieé concerns a Mexican American family
who, before the 1266 Topeka tornado, lived in houses clustered
around their parents. After the houses were deétroyed in the tor-
nado, they were rebuilt in the same patterh, i.e., the home of the
parents in the center and their children's home was rebuilt in the
same immediate'neighborhood.62

Like other minority groups in the United States, World War II
was a watershed for Mexican Americans., After the war some began to
believe the American ideal of social mobility might be available to
them. The younger members of this ethnic group of the postwar
period who were in secondary or elementary school - that is the
young Mexican descendant -« -« - born after 1925 or 1926 - encoun-
tered entirely different social and economic conditions than his
predecessors had. He now became an American, though a hyphenated
one. Employment previously denied to this group was open to him.
Positions of authority previously unattainable, were much more
within his grasp.

Since 1940, with the coming of World War II, the Korean War,
with the opportunities in defense industries, participation in the
Armed Forces, and the opportunity offered by the G.I. Bill, the

situation has changed drastically for at least some of this

62Russell and Broadnax, p. 69.
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population. More and more graduated from high school and college,
entered the professions and business, and in general, the familiar
pattern of mobility seemed to be occuring in Topeka, Kansas. The
data presented shows this change in part. The phenomenon does not
suggest tremendous shifts in occupations, but it does suggest
gradual changes in the life-style of the people, less geographic
isolation, and greater contact with the dominant society.

It is difficult to make generalizations in regard to this
ethnic groups social mobility in Topeka, but certain patterns and
trends are discernible. First, the early Mexican immigrants who
settled in Topeka did secure their initial goal of gaining steady
employment and earning a "decent living.” The Santa Fe Railroad
gave the Mexican people more than their homeland could offer them,
Few members of the first generation could rise.above the level of
unskilled labor because of their illiteracy, but discrimination
also played a large part in their failure to rise occupationally.
This minority group was largely isolated from the dominant commu-
nity and remained culturally distinct, in a manner similar to most
other immigrant groups who arrived after 1900. Other ethnic groups
almost inevitably became industrial workers who lived near their
work.,

The constricted status of the first generation Mexican American
offered them little chance to be mobile. Their undifferentiated
economic position with Santa Fe points to their social exclusiocn.
Their dependence on Santa Fe for employment in 1925 contrasts
sharply with those employed in the 1970's. Those presently employed
with the railroad have acquired skilled positions, continuing a

trend that started prior to World War Il and gained momentum since.
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Occupational mobility and diversification occurred with their
concern for becoming educated and bilingual, and the second gener-
ation was the vanguard for advancement as they derived benefits
from participation in the Armed Forces.

In conclusion it would be well to note that despite the advances
made by Mexican Americans since World War II, much work needs to be
done to bring about social and économic equality for the members of
this proud ethnic group in the late Twentieth century. Not least
of all the forces to ameliorate this condition would be positive
action taken by the Anglo majority that would exhibit fair aﬁd equal
treatment and an openmindedness that would transcend traditional
prejudices., |

According to Harry Barron in his book, Selected American

Minorities, Anglo-Americans assume that Mexican Americans are their
potential, if not actual peers, but at the saﬁe time assume that
they are inferior.63 Having become a minority group in the land
that their ancestors explored and claimed for Spain, these people
have existed in a system dominated by Anglo institutions - - govV-
ernmental, educational and economic. The greatest problem today is
not the assimilation of the Mexican American into the Anglo main=-
stream, but the acceptance by the Anglo of the Mexican Americans as

true fellow Americans.

GBHilLon L. Barion, Hinorities in a Changing World {New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1967), p. 301.
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The data and impressions gathered by the interviews with
Mexican Americans in various cities throughout Kansas, and census
material and newspaper accounts form the substance of this thesis.
Limitations of both quantity and area suggest caution in formula-
ting conclusions and must be kept constantly in mind; nevertheless,
the facts and their interpretations in both the survey and social
mobilitQ sections of this paper are indicative of certain patterns
of possible significance. It is hoped this study will create a
better understanding and concern for this group of American citizens.

Additional data, especially material from those who long
employed the Mexican ethnic group, would have enhanced this study
and rendered less conjecture, but it is felt that an adequate
portrayal of the Mexican is given for the formative period of their
existence, or until World War II, in Kansas.

The Mexican immigrants came to Kansas for economic reasons or
to escape the Revolution in their own country. This movement
northward began near the turn of this century and gathered momentum
during the World War I period, but by the late 1920's, the Depres-
sion and immigration laws of the United States drastically reduced
this migration. The Mexican was assisted in this movement by the
railroads in both Mexico and the United States, but those that
operated in the American Southwest were most instrumental in the
recruitment, employment and consequent settlement of many Mexicans
in Kansas.

Introduced primarily as teﬁporary laborers in the first decade
of this century, the Mexican sought permanent employment and settle=~
ment in many Kansas communities by World War I. Their distribution
throughout Kansas was dictated by the agencies that employéd them.

Geographically, the Mexican settlements were confined to the eastern



third 6f the State, the Arkansas River Valley and isolated commu-
nities in the southwestern Kansas., This pattern of settlement is
~distinctly evident when viewed from the standpoint of their employ-
ment. |

Until World War II, the overwhelming number of Mexicans could
be found as railroad workers in section, extrargang and shop work,
but they were also employed in fewer numbers in the sugar beet,
salt mining and meat packing industries. The positions that mem-
bers of this ethnic group came to occupy were menial and unskilled
positions that had previously been filled by European immigrant
groups. In part, the Mexican came to fill the vacuum that existed
in Kansas because of the lack of unskilled labor. They became
embedded in these positions until 1940 because of their deficiency
in skills and education, language difficulty and discriminatory
treatment from the majority population. These factors were also
the principal obstacles to their social adjustment in Kansas.

In spite of their low socio-economic position, the Mexican
during the 1900-1940 period in Kansas was a valuable asset to sev=-
eral industries that were short on manpower, and they in turn made
an enormous contribution to the economy éf Kansas that has gone
largely unrecorded and unappreciated. Either directly or indirectly,
members of this ethnic group contributed to the livelihood of many
Kansans during a period when most Mexicans were largely ignored and
discriminated against.

Social contacts by Mexicans with the Anglo population were
rare or extremely limited prior to World War II and little assimi-
lation is evidenced by this group. Acculturation was extremely
slow as long as cultural and linguistic contacts continually rein-

forced the Mexican life-style in Kansas. During the periods of



economic depression members of this ethnic group experienced con-
siderable displacement and even deportation to Mexico by a country
whom they had assisted during periods of both war and prosperity.

As a deprived and largely forgotten minority, the Mexican American
suffered from social and economic discrimination by an Anglo society
who could not appreciate nor realize the contribution this ethnic
group could make to American society.

Yet, it would not be until World War iI, a period which can
be considered a watershed for Mexican Americans, that the climate
of opinion conducive to tolerance and an Anglo American understand-
ing of the Mexican people appeared. Along with this change occurred
an increased concern on the part of the Mexican community for edu-
cation and naturalization. These changes on the part of the major-
ity Anglo-American population and the Mexican American minority
group has resulted in some socio-economic advancements within the
Mexican community in Topeka, Kansas.

Gradual changes in the life-style of the Mexican American,
less geographic isolation, increased emphasis upon skilled trades
and overall education, and greater contact with the dominant
society has been demonstrated in this city. Essentially, more
opportunities have become available, and social mobility has been

experienced by at least some of this minority population.





