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Hereford Cattle.

The major objeet in raising cattle is for profit, and thewfinal |
destiny is the block, so let us consider the breed thet will come
nearest meeting those requirements.

In taking up Herefords let us take & glimpse of their origin.
That they are an 0ld English breed is probably true. MeDonald and
Sinelair in their fsmous history of Hereford cattle state; "The
Herefords sre originelly s self coloured rece of cettle like the
Devons end Sussex and thet they were derived from the same source."
Marshall who saw the breed on its native ps-tures in 1788, de-
seribed the color as "a middle red with a bald fece," the last being
esteemed charsctsristic of the true Hereford breed.

One: of the first efforts to assign to & specific csuse the
the superior quality and characteristic color of the Hereford breed
was made by Mr. Thos. Knight, who asserts thet Lord Scudmore intro-
duced into the county of Hereford from Flanders, a number of red
cattle with white fuces prior to 1670 and thet they attributed super-
jor qualties to the breed. That they were of good e¢lass ere this is

proven by John Speed & noted sgriculturist (editor) in 1627, when
he mentiones the excellent condition of the cattle in Herefordshire,
England.

It is &8lso thousht by some thst the white caXtle of Wales had
been crossed with the netive breed as their prevelence in the agjoin-
ing county - of Brecknock has been satisfactorily established. If
such is the cg 23, it is slmost & certzinty that they were the cause
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of the sppearance of snimels with white markings which doubtless
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essisted the eerly improvers in fixing a white face as = dominsnt
characteristio.

Another writer, Mr. T. Rowlandson in 1853 in the Journal of
the Royal Agricultural Society of Engleand, gives a desceription of
the breed and from it may be quoted; "The old Herefords are said
to have been brown or reddish brown snd it is only within the last
eighty or ninety years thst it has become the Ffashion to breed for
the white face." The history f the instroduction of the latter we
are assured; the genitlemen who furnished the ststement says he was
informed by Mr. P. Tully that the introduction of the white marked
cattle was accidentsl and oeceurred in the stock of thet gentleman's
(Tulley) ancestors, who lived st Huntiington i@Holmer, in the follow-
ing menner; Thet sbout the middle of the lest century the cowmen
ceme to the house, announcing &s a remsrkable fact thet the favorite
cow had produced s white-fesced bull calf., This had never been known
to have oceurred before and &s & curiosity it was sgreed that the
animal should be kept and reared &as & sire. The progeny of this sire
became celebrated for their white faces.

Then the intercrossing with the white cattle of Wales; the cerossH
ing with the white feced Flemish cattle snd the methodical use of the |
white faced bull of the Huntington herd, all tend to fasten the white
a8 chasracteristic of the Hereford cattle which ultimately ceme to
possess the power and uniformity of & fixed femily current.

On the other hasnd it brings good evidence that the Hereford is
the representstive of & widely diffused and &ancient race, which, to-

day sccounts for his great p;oyotency. Mershell gives a description
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of & Hereford ox that waes scknowledged, by leter writers, Csmpbell,




Lewrence, and Youatt, &s the best that could be given and will
give an adequate ieda of the quality of & Hereford ox of thet time,
1788.

The general appesrance full of heslth end vigor, end wesring the
marks of sufficient maturity—nprovincially"oxeyt not steerish or |
8till in too growing & state to fst. The countenance, pleasant,
cheerful, open; thé forehesd broasd; the head small; the chap clesn;
the eye full end lively; the horns bright and tepering, and spresd-
ing; the neck long snd tapering; the chest deep; the bosom broad
and projecting forward; the shoulder bone thin, flat,full, snd
no - way protuberent in bone; the ching full; the loin broad; the
hips standing wide and level with the gpine; the gquarters lonz snd
wide et the nache; the rump even with the senersl level of the buck,
not drooping nor stsnding high snd sherp sbove the quarters; the
tail slender =nd neatly heired; the barrel round snd roomy; the
carcass throughout being deep and well spread; the ribs broad, stand-
ing close and fl=2t on the outer surface, forming = smooth even ber-
rel, the hindmost large and of full length; the round bone, small,
snug, not prominent; the thigh cleszn snd regulerly tepering; the
legs upright snd short; the bone below the knee and houch small;
the feet of middle size; the cod and twist round snd full; the
flenk large; the flesh everywhere mellow, soft and yielding pleas-
antly to the touch, especial%‘on the chine , the shoulders, and the

ribs; the hide mellow and supple, of & middle thickness and loose

on the nache aend huckle; the coatl, nsgatly heired, bright and silky;

its color a medium red, with beld face, the lest being =2steemed

chareeterigtic of the true Hereford breed.
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It was in 1742 the ‘ompkins, Sr.,, of Ganon Pyon,
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Herefordshire, England, begen the systematic improvement of Here-
fords, and in 1808 we have record of 3. Tompkins, "Jr." meking a
sele of the full calf, Wellington, for $1,400 and in 1819 the sale
record wherein 28 heed 28 hesd of Tompkin's herd were sold at an
average of $745 per hesd. This is merely showing the results of
Benj. Tompkin's (Sr) good work on the breed.

Shortly after. this, 1817, Henry Cley of Kentucky, imported
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t Hereford into Americe, snd in 1839 the importation begen
by Wm. H. Sothem, one of the esrly champions of the breed, =nd has
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been kept up constantly hy T. L. Miller, T. F. B. Sotham, and many

others, introduecing into the breed new strains snd superior individ-

uals.

It was not until 1881 that the American Hereford Cattle Breed-
ers' Associstion was formed by T, L. Miller, end since then the
growth of the Herefords in Americs has been very rapid until todey
practically one-fourth of the registered heef cettle sre Herefords,
this estimate ineluding Shorthorns, Galloways and “ngus.

To convey en idea of the advance which has besen mede in recent

yeers will quote a few interesting Hereford dates and why:

1:‘

1891-- Two year old Hereford steer, Hickory Nut, exhibited by

/. 3. Van Natta, wes champion at the American Fet Stock Show., At
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the age of 954 deys his weight wes 1629 pounds. 1896 -- The Here-

ford steer, Jack, was gramdchampion at the Medison sqguare Garden

stock show. The Hereford steer, Jeck, was slso champion at the
Americsn Fat Stoek Show in 1897, weighing ss & two-yesr old, 1830

- < mea=
pounds., In 1900 -- The pure-bred Hereford steer, 0ld Times,
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#94035, exhibited by T. F. B.

of the #irst American Royal L

Sothem, was grend sweepstakes steer

ive Stock Show at Kensazs City.
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In 1901 the Grend Championship at the International Live
Stock Show was awarded to the Woods Principle, & Hereford steer
welghing 1645 pounds, at twenty five months. Thus it will be seen
that the Hefefords are speeking for themselves st our stock shows.

Thet the demand justifies the breeder is regdily shown by
their sppearance in the szale ring, & few instences which I will
note. Taking the yesr of 1902 as & year of good finsneizl con-
ditions, I give the results of the lsrge ssles.

Jan 28-30:

A sale of Herefords under the menagement of T. F. B. So~thsm,
held &t Kansas City, resulted in 184 head bringing an average of
$341.70 per hesad.

Feb., 25-27:

Combinztion sasle et Kensas City, 135 head aversged $286.45,

March 25-26:

Hereford sale of S them, and others, resulted in sn average
of $323.25 for 148 hesd.

Way 13-14:

3ixty-two head of Herefords sold st Indisnepolis, Indisna,
averaged $392.35 eszch.

May 22-23:

At Chicego, eighty-three (83) head sversged $323.00.

Sept. 16:

Clem Greves, of Bunker Hill, sold forty-three (43) hesd, which
averaged the extroesrdinsry sum of $1007.00 per hesad.

OetoWer 16:

At Indianspolis, Indiena, 104 head aversged $407.00 esch.




Oat. 2l-22:

At Kenses City, 96 hesd sversged $304.00.

Tﬁ:E?DS%%eS show definitely thet & premium price is being
paid fsf;%;gé;iﬁg stock. Whet has been the csuse of such prices?
you may &esk, end why such popularity in the lest twenty-five
years? Zxperience has taught the breeder, the feeder, the ship-
per, the packer, end the retsiler, thet cattle with certain char-

ecteristics are more profiteble then those without them. These

cheracteristics may be summed up es follows: Adaptability; Con-

stitution; hardiness; vigor; prolificsecy; prepotency; correct type;

thrift; early maturity; scale; docility: digestive capacity; qual-
ity; finish; &nd uniformity.

The sdaptability of the Hereford is e very s trong feature
upon which may be placed congidersble weight. The geographical
distribution shows a very wide range, from Grest Britan, the home
of the Hereford, to Australia, New Zealand, Argentine; Cansade,
and the United Ststes; from Meine to Washington, to and including
Mexico. This shows cleesrly thet the climatic adaptation is grest.
Plumb says; "No breed equals the Hereford for withstanding the vi-
cissitudes of the great ranges where winter!cold end scarcity of
feed frequently occur. The thick coat of hair, the robust consti-
tution, and eassy keeping gqualities 5f the breed mske it unusually
suited to such conditions.™

The Herefords sdaptation to feed lot conditions is recogniz-

ed by &ll . That they are the benner breed for the production of

beby beef is clearly demonstrated by D. W. Black, of Ohio, whose

exhibit at the Internationsl Live Stock Exposition at Chicsgo in
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1905 of a carlosd of grade Hereford steers besides being cham-
pions in their class, dressed out 65.1 per cent, which is the
record for yearling steers. Mr. Black also in carload exhibits,
took the grand chempionship &t the Lousiana Purchsase Hxpogition
show in 1904 with = carlosd of Herefords, besides his two win-
nings at the Internstionel.

Mr. W. J. Herrin ¢f Tllinois won the grand chempionship on
car lot at the International in 1903 on Herefords. Always heve
they stood well as feeders and the elaim that Hereford cattle
will meke faster gains than eny other breed and develop up to
"baby beef" weight quicker,is sgain demonstrated as correct by
the London Live Stoeck Journal, showing the sverage daily gains of
the prize winning cattle st the recent Smithfield Show, the Inter-
national of Engleand.

Herefords
Steers not exceeding two yesrs old--

Rank Age in days Weight Aversge daily
first 685 1529 223
second 671 1687 2451
third 691 1695 2.30
fourth 593 1267 2.13

“teers shove two and not over three--

first 938 1944 2406
second 1036 1898 1.83
third 1067 1784 1.67
fourth 726. 1850 254
reserve 1024 1830 1.78 :
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Helfers not over three years o0ld ~-
Rank Age in days Weight
first 1074 1657
second 1035 19%2
third 880 1587
F Shorthorns,

Steers not exceeding two years old---

first 686 1454
gécond 699 1539
third 702 ' 1479
fourth 650 1497
reserve 635 12956

first 1011 2032
gegond 993 1835
third 1005 1820
fourth 1024 1887

Heifers not over three years o0ld----

first 1059 1806

second 906 1680

third - 1067 1840

fourth 1044 1480

reserve 1060 1866
Angus

Steers not over two years old--

first 689 1437
second 708 1580
third 674 1470

Average daily
l.54
1.90

1.80

2.10
2.30
2.03

3teers sbove two end not over three years—--

2.00
1.84
1l.81
1.84

1.70
1.86
1.72
1.41

1.76

2.23

2.18




fourth 628 1364 2o LT
reserve 699 1425 2+058

Steers above two snd not over three years --

first 1027 2019 1.96
second 1037 1916 1.84
third 10561 1879 1.78
fourth 9568 1946 2.03

Heifers not over three years old --

first 10056 179% 1.78
second 1020 1498 1.46
third 1071 1670 1.55
fourth 1035 1624 1.56
reserve 1069 1690 l.568
Highly recommended 968 1607 1.66

Analyzing the above tsble we find that the everage daily
gains made by Hereford steers uzider two yeasrs of sge was 2.29
pounds; for Shorthorns in the came clsss wes 2.14 pounds; and
for Angus in the same class was 2.13 pounds. The average daily
cains in the two-year-old elass for Herefords, 1.98 pounds; for
Shorthorns, 1.87 pounds; and for Angus, 1.90 pounds. In the class
for heifers the aversage dailyugains were: Herefords, 1.75; Short-
horns, 1.69; and Angus, 1.60. If figures ever demonstrate faeets
or are to be relied upon to sustain theories, surely the above
showing upholds the contention of the Hereford breeder that his
cattle make more beef in shorter time than eny other breed and

for
will keep on making profiteble gains,as long & time as any.
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The use of registered Hereford bulls of good individual-~
ity is being advoceted fore year by year. This enyone can see
as he seans the Papers not only in sections where lend is high
priced but also in sections where it is cheap snd spersely settl-
ed.,

While commendable progress has been made, the percent of pure-
bred cattle, taking the country as a whole, is very low. This is
due to the promiscuous mixing of the seversl breeds snd hes kept
& large percent of our cattle from being uniform. The men who
desires to grade his cattle for beef producing burposes if he
hopes to meet with reasonshble Success must adhere to one breed.
The minute he mixes the blood of eny two well established breeds,
there is at once a gtrife for supremacy in the improved blood
strains end wherever sueh strife occurs, the charscter of the
offspring cannot be foretold » but will often be inferior to both
dam end sire.

A pure bred Hereford female may be bred to & Shorthorn bull
end the cross is almost invarisbly valusble, but we can g0 no
further. If for example we breed a eross-bred female to & crogs-

bred sire or even to & registered sire belonging to & breed repre-

sented in the crosssbred female, the effinities sre broken up

end the resulting progeny will often be inferior to the poorest

scrub. These statements are born out agsin snd again by farmers

throughout the country and also by carefully conduected scientific

investigations. This should certainly ceuse us to sdhere to one
breed.

Thet "like begets like"” is certainly true with the Hereford,

being of a lurge, robust prolific breed of =sged purity the Hereford
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sire's stamp is indelihle.

Hereford cherscteristics are neerly all desirable. It is
often steted thst the Hereford has undergone more of &n evolution
then any other breed, msking more iﬁprovement. The leck of de-
velopement of the hind quarters has been bred out to guch an ex=-
tent that they csn seldom be criticized, while the front of the
gnimal with its uniformity and beautifully laid shoulders are
equalled by few and surpassed by none.

‘nother criticism thet the Herefords heve invoked hes been
their milk producing qualities. This is deficient in some gtresins
of the breed but as a whole they are good sucé@rs as is demon-
strated by the relstive size of Hereford calves and yeerlings.

Taking a1l in 811, they are es breeders with their unguestion=-
ed constitution, herdiness and vigor, together with their prolific
end prepotent properties,in the first renk. As rengers their
hardiness hes instslled them where other heef breeds have feiled.
As feeders their thrift, esrly meturity, scale doeility, end
‘digestive cepscity have demonstrsted their value to feeders, while
practical demonstrztions on the bleck for years heve given them an
é¢xceptionally high rank on their fine grained and nieely merbled
meats and high per cent of dressed mest to carcas..

Another point that must be added in their fevor is the demend,
which according to a tehle compiied from the laading live stock
Journals tells us thst in 1907 the everage of 27 seles, 1250 hesd
wes $121.50 against 1906, 24 sales, 1366 hesad, $126.305 in 1905,

24 seles, 1179 head sveraged ¥%115.35; in 1904, 28 sales, 1481 hesd

C

averaged $117.10.




It is thus seem that the Herefords sre holding their own

regerdless of the "dull cattle days" which some breeders are ery-

ing. One reason for this is thet the grest western cattle country,

ineluding one-fourth of the U. S., and all of 0ld Mexico, are buy-

ing Herefords for the ranges and will continue to do so for a
century to come. This fact,thgether with the demsnd for highly
finished products by other countries, and the advance in real

which'

estate throughout the v. Se,ncalls for a better quality of cattle

will no doubt gee the Herefords commanding top prices in the future|

gerl Miller.




