


FUTURE OF BEEF PRODUCTION IN AMERIC
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Recognizing beef production ss one of the most important indus-

tries of Americsa and one that must endure for sll time, I have chosen

to look  into its future with thought for methods ang management

1ich shall combine to make the business of furnishing beef for the
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| tables of the world more pleasant and profitable for the producer

he same time placing a superior product in the hands of the con-

| sSumer bringing satisfaction most complete to him.

The heef industry has taken its place second in importance

| only to the growing of cereals. It is supplementary to the grain

.

| industry in that it is a means for crea ting a more desirable finish-

s

product giving greater range of profit snd furnishing s balance

| to the grain food-stuffs in the diet of men. The west primarily

i is the home of the beef industry slthough wherever corn grows and
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I flourishes there beef production is of no small importance.
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Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, lMissouri, Nebraska, Xansas and Oklshoms
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prominent in this important industry for the reason
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pal feed ing stuffs are numbered among their products
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and are most easily marketed in the shape of beef. Texas, Arizons,

Colorado, lMontana and Idaho, the states of the range, can only

furnish the markets with cattle which mgy be utilized in the corm
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belt for the manufacture of a desirable and satisfactory

rticle of diet. Thus we see twelve states actively eng

furnishing beef to the world. An idea of the enormity of the

at

business may be gathered from a study of the great packing plants
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situated at Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, St. Joseph and Omaha

h killing capacity varying from 10,000 to 40,000 daily for each

study of the past, present and future of the
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beef industry in these states for we may exclude from consideration

all other sections of America as of little importance relastively
when compared with them. Time wss when cattle wendered over the
Indiane and Illinois in open renge but that was in a day
and age when men had neither the strength nor knowledge to deal
heavily in t
woolsey and mutton furnished his table with mest. In that day rail-
roads were few and packing houses were not in existance. With the

gradual growth of the country, with the inceresse of population in

the east and the development of all industries in this country has

crying need. Just as the prairies of Illinois were broken up the
ragnges of the west are being broken under the subjection of the

plow and the near future presents problems in beef production which
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guire careful thought and study for their solution. Already we

@

have seen the three and four year old steer of the range go and
have the yearling and two year old taking his plece in the stocker
markets. The range fed steer no longer satisfies the fat stock
market nor has the renge the vitelity to put such a steer upon the
market. The prime beef must now come from the corn and alfalfa
belt, where with a feeding period of fifty deys to six months he
may be made fit to meet all the requirements of & most exacting
merket. As we see the renge broken smd fenced, the number of
animels per acre increased and the practice of early marketing be-

comine more o ommon we see the big feeder who.fed thousands of cattle

in sinele lots coine into other business if not to the wall end
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the small Ffarmer ursurping his place. The small herd oI fifty and
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one-hundred head has become the popular feeding lot and the large

to be seen a8 the years advance.
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that cammot be used otherwise. Ve would put it in close touch with

it
the small farm leaving the latter to do what the range can never
F do, produce prime beef at from eighteen to twenty-eizht months of
age. Six months of its life is as long as the range cslf should
spend in the open. When the summer séason is over snd the best that
is on the range has been secured it should be sent into the section
where its continued growth and development may be assured, where it '

mgy be pushed continually to its mebturity. The young calf just off

the range must of necessity have excellent care if it is to thrive
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and grow for the change of environment is enough to set it back
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materislly in its development. A winter of careful attention and

feed ing with good shelter should leave the calf at the beginning of
2 E g

f

its second year nearer its final gosal than is usu: the steer of
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two years. A summer upon & green and luxurisant tame grass pasture
will then give the young enimel the tone of a prime beef which needs
only a few weeks of graining f

Range conditions, too, will gradually change, must change if

the rance is to give its best service. The day of the grade range
bull is passed and in his place is to be found the purebred. From
the many breeding herds of the country the very best material that

can be found taken to the range as none too good. Th
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|  work can onlv continue and to supplement this as primitive range

conditions are eliminated and more men &ppear 1pon this importan
field crester care can be given to the selection and greding of the
female stuff. Already much of this work has been done and

t upon the ceattle which come off the renge. In a
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few vesrs the rsnee cow should surpass in excellence the grade cow :

corn belt.

The modern range men has come to the conclusion that




not pay him to maintein his cattle upon the rsnece throush the

and wherever it is
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possible to grow forage crops upon the range by irrication or from

ural situation there will be found a field

keeping them at least upon

the cattle,
sinance rations. The future will see even more of this prac-
tice and further as the cultivation of land stretches f’arther and
penetrate will the range

farther toward the region which it cannof

cattle be better cared for with better serviece resulting in the work

which they are to do.

Summing pp the points wherein the future of beef produectio
is already giving promise of development the combination of grein
and stock farming on & small nun }\er- of acres &s compared with the

me
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1 meaning. To produce a pr
coneentration of time and attention and in beef
production this can only be given when the nunber of cattle is few
and the facilities for careing for them are of the best. While
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the breeding of beef cattle upon the small Tarm 18 not TO be €X
cluded the large ranch of the west and south must primarily furnish
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the young feeding stull wnicn sia by

form will depend in the future not on gua tity but upon
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the rapid tumming over of the inve stment

Upon the purebred stock

of the country is the future of the beef industry building to a
d d The purebreds exist not primarily for their
wonderful degree. The purebreds exiSt nov pPI LGS~ ]
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own satisfaction but for what they can a0 for t he advancement of
roduction of beef. The time should soon be

will be a rarity. He has had his day

should




ndividual which w n ot
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but by careful study and
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modest competence at the

action

<l

ant satisf

continue the ineresse on the

| but raise them to one still higher. The matter of feédine and
| shelter will in the future do much for the production of a prime
early maturing beef. Unless these factors are carefully con-

d to do good for himself end the beef
e fortune in a year nor even in ten years

hard consistsnt work he may lay up a
time that he derives the most pleas-

\merica's most prominent industries.
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