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SCOPE OF CITY PLANNING 

The broad objective of city planning is to promote the welfare of the 

people in the community by helping to create an increasingly better, more 

healthful, convenient, efficient, and attractive environment. 

Under city planning, the city is viewed as a unity. Sometimes it is 

called an organism, that word being used in the philosophical sense of a 

highly complex structure having parts so integrated that their relation to 

one another is governed by their relation to the whole. Whatever word is 

-.sec:, it is important to keep in mind that modern city government and 

administration try to consider the city as a whole. 

Various mechanisms operate to keep a complex urban structure functioning. 

One is the economic system which, through the medium of land values, rents, 

construction costs, and tae like, helps to direct community development into 

certain channels. But economic forces cannot always be depended upon to 

bring about a socially desirable community pattern. --!ence they must be 

supplemented by application of foresight and planned administrative and legal 

coordination if balance, harmony, and order are to be ensured. It is the 

task of city planning to supply this foresight and this over-all coordination. 

City planning thus consists of methods and techniques to coordinate and 

bring into harmony the uses made of land and the numerous and varied public and 

private structures placed upon it.1 The functions and purposes of such 

structures and uses vary widely. They include residential, business, and 

industria buildings; streets; parks; playground:; schools; libraries; fire 

stations; transport and utility lines; terminal:- or plants; and others. 

1 Nary McLean, Local Planning Administration, p. 10. 



They are usuall; built by private individuals and groups and agencies of the 

city, county, state, and federal governments. These varied structures and 

uses -regardless of who builds and operates them--are parts of the same 

community organism, trict their purposes and the uses are related and inter- 

dependent. Unless design, coordination, and adjustment are applied in deter- 

mining their location and relati'in to one another, and unless all are located 

in accord with a general plan for the development of the community, serious 

maladjustments and deficiencies are lilely to ensue. 

The process of applying foresight and coordination to the location, 

extent, and timing of public and private improvements in order to prevent or 

minimize maladjustments, defects, and deficiencies is what is meant by city 

planning. The process of guiding this continual adjustment is the basic and 

distinctive function of the planning agency. Through it the planning agency 

aims to ensure that each new improvement helps transform the present community 

into a better one.1 

This repert is not a complete example of City Planning as each section was 

not discussed in great detail. Since the city has just obtained planning 

services, I tholght that by giving them an overiCA picture of their city and 

projecting tLis into the future was the best approach. From here, each 

section can be reviewed and discussed in detail as needed. 

I became interested in Hopkinsville, Kentucky while I was completing my 

graduate work in Master's of Regional Planning. A brochure was sent to Kansas 

State Ur_versity from the Kentucky Division of Planning and Zoning. The types 

of positions and amount of experience indicated in these brochures were of 

Nary McLean, Local Planning Administration, p. 10. 



great interest to me. As a result, I flew down to Frankfort, Kentucky for an 

interview, and three months later, accepted the position of Resident Planning 

Director for the city of HoOkinsville, Kentucky. 

When I accepted this position I detected a need for a General Plan which 

would give the community some sort of knowledge of rlanning, as well as illus- 

trate their adequate and inadequate facilities. In the future I will be 

taking individual sections from this General Plan and expLnding them into a 

forty to sixty page report, as the. community needs them. 
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ECONOMIC BASE 

Introduction 

The economic base is primarily considered the backbone of a community. 

It consists or all the major employment generators and other stable facilities 

upon which the comunity is dependent. 

The following sections will discuss the past and probable future trends 

of Industry, Retail Trade, Residential Development, Income Levels, Fort 

Campbell, and Government. 

Indurtry 

In the past (before 1950), industry played a very minor role in the 

Economic Base, but at the present time one-third of the total population is 

associated with industry. If industry continues to develop, the employment 

trend in the future will lean toward industry instead of retail trade. All 

of she following major industries are located within the city limits, and 

therefore contribute to the city's tax base. This list does not include all. 

of Hopkineville's industries, only the major employment arrived at by check- 

ing the city's payroll tax, in which every person who works in the city has 

to jay a one per cent tax. 

TABLE 1. MAJOR INDUSTRIES 

Eetklair Product EploYed, 

Thomas Industries Residential & Commercial 600 
Lightinr 

International Shoe Co. Shoes 482 

Hopkinsville Clothing Co. Clothes 260 
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Table 1 (concl.) 

Company Product Employed 

Mid-Continent ,Jpring Co. Precision industrial 130 
Springs 

R. C. Owen Lumber Co. Lumber 115 

Pennyrile Rural Electric Electricity 104 

Hopkinsville Milling Co. Flour 76 

Retail Trade 

In the past Hopkinsville was primarily an agriculture trading area, but 

at present only one-third of the population is associated with this activity. 

In the future this activity will be of less importance and will be surpassed 

by industry. 

Employment in trade as a result of through traffic movements (tourist 

trade), is considered "basic" employment. This employment is located on 

U.S. 4A4 and U.S. 41A. At the present time, there are 586 people employed 

along these strips. The employment from 1960 to 1980 will double along 

these strips due to anticipated doubling of total through traffic on U.S. 41A 

and U.S. 68. These anticipations will be a result of increasing nationwide 

travel and the recreation potential of the :southwest Kentucky region. 
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TABLE, 2. MAJOR COMMERCIAL AREAS 

Mme Deployed 

Central Business District 1,150 

Fort Campbell Boulevard U.S. 41A 406 

on 180 

Indian Hills :Alopping Center 121 

Residential Development 

This residential developaent started to increase around 1950, due to 

the expansion of Fort Campbell and new industries which were opened, and at 

the present time it is still increasing. With the establishment of the new 

University of Kentucky branch college, new industries, and the expansion of 

commercial and goverrri.ntal agencies, residential construction will continue 

to grow in thP future. 

Income Levels 

Hopkinsville's income level in the local labor market in the past 

ranged between $3,200 to $3,500. The present income level is between $3,500 

and 44,000. This 1,:.vel is an average of all the employees and employers 

within this area. The future trend of the income level is not expected to 

increase, hqt to stay within the cane average as the existing level, unless 

unions are started, which will raise the existing pay scale. 
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Fort Campbell 

Fort Campbell is still another major employment generator. The mili- 

tary (19,300 personnel) and civilian (1,600 personnel) employment at Fort 

Campbell is expected to increase by 1,250 during the period of 1960 to 1980. 

This is based on the assimption that the U.S. population will increase about 

thirty per cent during this period, that military manpower will be maintained 

at about its present proportion, and that :iopkinsville's residence share of 

military employment will increase from the present 6i per cent to about ten 

per cent. These fiTures represent residence in Hopkinsville and employment 

at Fort Campbell) 

Government 

Koi;kinsville has been growing significantly as a amall administration 

center since 1950 when there wemapproximately 190 employees in the Govern- 

ment administration. These include federal, state, county, and city offices. 

At present there are 88 federal employees, 95 state employees, 60 county 

employett, and 136 city employees, which totals 379 government employees. 

This figure has doubled the 1950 count and is expected to increase in the 

future. 

1FUblic Information services, kOrt Campbell, Kentucky. 
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POPULATION 

Existing Population 

The prevent population within the city limits is 20,500 people. The 

planning area is defined as "the area that is expected to go into urban use 

during the selected planning period, generally a span of time from fifteen 

to twenty years in the future, and extending beyond the corporate limit of 

the city to include all suburban areas considered to be functionally related 

to the urban center." The nopulation of this existing area is 25,500 people. 

The population forecast for greater Hopkinsville in 1980 is estimated at 

34,200 people within, the planning area. This is based on past growth trends 

of the city and applying the migration-natural increase method. 

Comparison with other Cities 

To understand the significance of population growth, a city's population 

change is frequently compared with that of cities of approximately the same 

size. the following table lists the 1950 and 1960 actual population and 

population change for this period for Hopkinsville and neighboring cities. 

¶'ABLE 3. POPUIATIM CJMPAHATIVE ANALYSIS 
HOPKINSVILLE AND NEIGHBORING CITIES 

City 1950 1960 1950-1960 1950-196? 
Actual Change Percent Change 

+ - + - 

Bowling reen 

Henderson 

,Hopkinsviile 

18,347 

16,837 

12.526 

28,338 

16,892 

19.465 

9,99] 

55 

6,939 

54.5 

.326 
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TABLE 3 (concl.) 

City 1950 1960 1950-1960 
Actual Change 

+- 

1950-1960 
Percent Chance 

+- 

Madisonville 11,132 13,110 1,978 17.8 

Owensboro 33,651 42,471 8,820 26.3 

Paducah 32,828 34,479 1,651 5.031 

Even though Hopkinsville did not have the largest actual change, it 

surpassed the others in percentage change. This increase over the past decade 

was achieved mainly by annexation. 

Generators of Past Growth 

As shown on pafs,. Hopkinsville has grown proportionally to the 

State of Kentucky from 1863-1950. During the decade from 1953-1960 a tremen- 

dous increase in growth has taken place. This growth amounts to a 6,939 

population incr ace in the city. 

Thi following are factors which have either et: .slated this growth, or 

as of now are playing a major role in this expansion: 

1) Thomas Industries -- This factory was started in the 50's and is now 

employing 600 people. Approximately 200 of these workers have moved to 

Hopkins, Ile or live within the planning urea. 3y using Hopkinsville's 

population per household unit at 3.13, this means approximately (3.13 x 200) 6= 

626 people (this includes complete families) have become reIidents of the 

hopkinaville araa. 

11960 U.S. Census of Population, p. 19.8 
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2) The period from 1950-1960 has been .e.estern Ltate Hospital's biggest 

expansion and employment increase. They employ as of now 530 full-time 

employees. During thie ten-year period 50 employees have moved into Hopkins- 

vile. By using hopkinsville's population per household unit at 3.13, this 

means approximately (3.13 x 50) ma 157 people (this includes complete families) 

nave become residents of hopkinsville. 

3) the people were drawn here by these two generators and a combi- 

nation of other factors, outlying shopping centers and strip coumercialism 

rose to meet the ever increasing needs of the people. These outlying shopping 

centers and strip commercial districts have become an important part in the 

city's economy and have employed 707 people between 1950-1960. Uut of the 

707 employees 191 eave moved to Hopkinsville and would account for approxi- 

mately 600 additional people. This total (707) was arrived at by contacting 

each employer along the strip commercial districts and shopping centers. 

1.) The tnree :receding major generators have accounted for approximately 

1,383 of the 6,939 increase. The last but the most important factor is 

annexation. The growth through annexation accounts for the remaining 4,956 

people, except for approximately 600 people which arc dietributed through 

increases in the Central Business District, flour mills, email industries, 

lumber companies and other small employment agencies. 

The dotted line on this graph represents the projected future growth from 

1960-1980, provided that: 

1. The Economic Base continues to grow. 

2. Peture expansion iF planned so the city can meet the needs of 
people. (Adequate transportation, utilities, playgrounds for 
children, etc.) 

3. The city receives its share of future industries. 
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GRAPH I. CITY POPULATION 
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GRAPH 2. STATE POPULATION 
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Age-Sex Composition 

The composition of the population by age, sex, and occupation has an 

important bearing upon some features of a planning program. The relation 

with school needs, recreational programs and dwellings is apparent. Knowing 

the characteristics of population is an important consideration in assessing 

the quality of facilities and amenities residents want and will support. 

Few facts about the community tell as much about its growth and character 

as the population pyramid (the distribution of population by are and sex). 

Listed on the following two pages are four charts representing a presen- 

tation of this breakdown. The pyramid for the state of both white and non- 

white residents shows that job opporttnities are at a low for the repro- 

ductive age 15 to 44. This group of people will, therefore, seek job oppor- 

tunities outside of the state unless more Lieu-tries and employment generators 

are brought into the state as a whole to meet this demand. Hopkinsville's 

white pyramid suggests definite job opportunities for the age group 15 through 

44, which is shown clearly by the protruding bulge on each side of the popu- 

lation pyramid. Since there are more females than males in the 15 to 44 age 

group in both white and non-white pyramids, it can be anticipated that there 

will be a high birth rate. Even the non-white populatio!. pyramid suggests 

job opportunities within the city which is shown on the non-white population 

pyramid. 

The surplus of older persons is an indication that Hopkinsville is an 

attractive place for retired persons. It is known that the older people 

often prefer to leave the larger cities, even as they do the farms. One 

primary reason for the abundance of older people in this city is that 

Hopkinsville is primarily an agriculture center. Therefore, the majority of 

retired farmers make their homes in Hopkinsville. The pyramid also clearly 
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GRAPH 3. CITY POPULATION PYRAMID (WHITE) 
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GRAPH 4. CITY POPULATION PYRAMID (NON-WHITE) 
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GRAPH 5. STATE POPULATION PYRAMID (WHITE) 
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GRAPH 6. STATE POPULATION PYRAMID (NON-WHITE) 
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indicates that older women outnumber the men due to two basic factors: 

1) Women live longer 

2) Due to wars 

In suirunary, hopkinsville's white and non-white pyramid in comparison to 

the State's white and non-white pyramid S:..D148 clearly that Hopkinsville is a 

progressive and thriving city, as compared to the state as a whole. This is 

brought about by good management of the city to attract new industries and 

other major employment generators which every new expanding city vitally needs. 
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TABLE 4. BIRTH AND DEATH RATES, 1950-60 

(City and State) 

Year DGath Rate Per 
1,000 Population 

Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

Birth Rate Per 
1,000 Population 

Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

19501 14.7 25.7 25.0 

19512 15./+ 9.1 32.2 25.1 

19523 13.3 9.7 32.2 25.1 

19534 12.1 9.4 20.3 24.6 

19545 15.3 9.1 25.9 25.6 

19556 12.5 9.3 23.9 24.9 

19567 13.4 14.6 28.3 23.4 

19578 13.2 9.8 27.0 21.9 

19589 11.9 9.7 28.1 24.4 

195910 12.8 9.6 27.4 24.4 

196011 12.4 9.8 24.8 23.7 

/Russell 
p. 12x p. 56. 

zIbid., 
3Ibid., 
4Ibid., 
5lbid., 

7Ibid., 
8Ibid., 

11Ibid., 

E. Teague, Kenutcky 

October 1, 1952, P. 
February 1, 1954, p. 

Cxtober 1, 1954, P. 
October 15, 1955, p. 

March 1, 1957, p. 4, 
April 1, 1958, p. 4, 
April 1, 1959, p. 5, 

March 1, 1960, p. 7, 
June 1, 1961, p. 7, 
July 1, 1962, p. 7, 

State Department of Health, December 1, 1951, 

14, p.60. 

14, p. 60. 

14, 6u. 
14, p. 60. 
p. 48. 

p. 48. 
p. 50. 

P. 54. 

P- 52. 

P. 54. 
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TABLE 5. NATURAL INCREASE 

Average Yearly Death hate, 1950-60 (in deaths per 1,000 population). 

Hopkinsville 13.4 

State of Kentucky 10.0 

Average Yearly birth hate, 1950-60 (in births per 1,000 population). 

Hopkinsville 26.9 

State of Kentucky 24.4 

Average Yearly Natural Increase Hate, 1950-60 (births over deaths in increase 

per 1,000 population). 

Hopkinsville 13.5 

State of Kentucky 14.4 

Comparison of the City of Hopkin:Nille's birth and death rates with those 

of the State of Kentucky reveals the area of Hopkinsville as having a higher 

death and birth rate, yet a lower natural increase rate than Kentucky. This 

is a result of the death rate in recent years having been significantly higher 

in Hopkinsville than in the State of Kentucky. 

Forecast 

There are two factors which future population can be based on; they are 

natural increase (excess of births over deaths) and migration (displacement 

from one location to another). Migration is generally the most critical of 

these two factors in forecasting population of cities, and also the most 

difficult to predict, since the gain or loss of population through migration 

is directly related to job opportunities. 
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Even though there is reasonable margin for error, it is possible to make 

estimates of future employment and population based on a given set of 

assumrtions. A forecast of this type should be subject to periodic review, 

anti if necessary, adjusted to reflect previously unforeseen conditions. Some 

of the unforeseen conditions wA.ch could affect Hopkineville'e future forecast 

are; wars, removal of Fort Campbell, depression, or a tremendous industrial 

growth. This forecast was arrived at by projecting a 13.5 natural increase 

and assuming 90 job ,7penings per year. By using this natural increase- 

migration method, the following data was computed. 

TABLE 6. POPULATION FORECAST FOR THE PLANNING AREA 

1962 25,500 19T 29,142 

1963 25,934 1972 30,115 

1961; 26,37L 1973 30,612 

1965 26,820 1974 31,115 

1966 27,272 1975 31,625 

1967 27,730 1976 32,142 

1968 28,194 1977 32,666 

1969 28,665 1978 33,107 

1970 29,142 1979 33,644 

1980 34,200 

Future Distribution 

The majority of this 8,700 population incree will settle in the 

Southwest, South, and in the Southeast industrial area as there is available 
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land and the topography is flat. 

The extension of utilities and toe possibility of a Junior College 

along North Drive will attract some growth . 

Hopkinsville in the past has not been growing adequately due to its 

needy and functions. This growth has been mainly toward the southern part 

of the city. City official:; and businessmen know the need for rome growth 

to the North so that the Central Business District and adjacent areas will 

not be vacated and degenerate into Flums. This does not mean completely stop 

the growth to the South, but try to develop a more balanced city for the 

expanrion and needs of the future. By planning, now for the expansion in the 

future, several problems will be corrected that otherwise would not, have been 

corrected until it was too late. 
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ACISTIAG LAND USE ANAUSIS 

Location and Early History 

In the year 1796 Christian County was formed from part of Logan County 

in the foer-year-old state of Kentucky. That same year, North Carolinian, 

Bartholomew T. Wood, having set out with his family to make his home in this 

new western land, arrived late one afternoon at the East Fork of Little River 

in Christian County. Plentiful wood and water made it a suitable camp site, 

so Mr. Ivood stopped his mover's wagon there and made camp for the night. 

The pioneeraman climbed nearby Belmont Hill with its outcroprings of 

both limestone and sandstone, to view a scene of unexpected beauty. Another 

stream, fair woodlands, and fields lay before him. It looked like R good 

raace for a man to stake out a claim! Descending the hill, he tramped west - 

rarer about a mile to the banks of the secona stream wnere he was delighted to 

discover a great spring of clear, cold water pouring through a rock funnel into 

the river. A sensible clan, kr. wood, knew he needed to look no farther! 

The claim was staked for 260 acres along the west fork of Tittle River, 

running eastward to Belmont Hill, and a small cabin built thereon in order to 

establish Bartholomew Wood's right to the land. The cabin stood where 

fourteenth and Campbell .streets now intersect. Later, as he became more 

prosperous, he built a better house nearer the spring. This second house was 

on the spot where the tAad Bellows Building now stands at Ninth ana Virginia. 

And so the town had its beginning! 

Late in 1797 Mr. Wood's site at the great Rock Spring was selected as the 

County Seat and named Elizabeth, but in 1804 this name was changed to hopkins- 

ville in honor of the distinguished hevoluntionary War Genera), Samuel Hopkins, 

and to avoid confusion with another town in Central Kentucky already called 

Elizabethtown. 
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Two tiny log cabins were the first public buildings constructed, these 

being a courthouse twenty feet square and a jail fifteen feet square. Together 

they cost thirty pounds in the year 1791. Bartholomew Wood had donated four 

acres of land for public use, and the courthouse was built on part of it. A 

school and Westside Cemetery (Pioneer Cemetery between Thirteenth and Fourteenth 

-treets) were later establiahed on land also given the village by its generous 

first citizen, Mr. Wood. 

hopkinsville grew from a village to a town, the largest in western 

fientucky in its early days. A post -war growth in 1812-1825 resulted in a 

population of 1500. In 1869 the present courthouse wis erected. In 1870 the 

Town of Hopkinsville was granted a cnarter as the City of Hopkinsville, and 

the first City Council was elected. 

During the Civil War, Hopkinsville was occupied by Union Army forces, 

and a number of the older residences and public buildings now standing were 

used by the military. 

Today hopkinsville is a thriving city of the third class, situated on a 

direct route from Chicago to Florida. idch, newly-developed oil fields in 

North Gnristian, fertile and well-managed farmlands, old and new manufacturing 

industries contribute to hopkinsville'e prosperous ecunorly. Fort acmpbell, a 

permanent army I, tallation, located eixteen miles south of Hopkin-ville, 

makes an important contribution to the city's economic and social welfare. 

The hustling small city of Hopkinsville bears little resemblance to 

Bartholomew T. Wood's cabin near the Reck Spring, but the spring itself, 

altl,augh buried under the Illinois Central Freight Depot at Ninth and Bethel 

streets, still flows through its rock funnel into little River. 
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Characteristics of Topography and Climate 

Hopkinsville was built on a radial street plan due to topography and 

drainage. 

Topography relates to the phyeical condition of the land, and is the 

nest significant and controlling growth factor, er it will influence street 

layout and utilities. Topographic features in the Hopkineville area, which 

would have an influence on residential development, would include such 

natural and man-made features as slopes, rivers, highways, railroads, quarries, 

lakes and hilly areas to the East, North, and Corthwest. 

:doping terrain lowers the density due to the need of larger lots. 

Streets are generally constructed parallel to contours as to save cut and 

fill, also the surface run-off in teese areas i. heed to handle. A well 

developed subdivision in this area is very attractive due to free flowing 

etreets, no rigidity (house and lots), and generally has natural serubbery. 

Another natural brrier is North Fork Little River, which flows from the 

!!erth, cirelee the city to the West end continues Scuthward. The South Fork 

flows from the Fast toward the cite and joins North Fork to the South of the 

city. This is an area which is desirable to live by (provided it is above 

flood level), tecaure thare it more privacy, lets: are generally larger, and 

it is safer fer children in comparison to a busy neighborhood section. 

Landscaping and improving lakes and rivers have been used in same 

communities as focal points to spur residential developments. This civet) 

the home owner a tense of serenity by being located away from heavy traffic 

and backing on a lake or river. 

In the past, several homes nave been built in areas subject to floe (ling, 

but with the information obtained from the Army Corps of :;',agineers in Nashville, 

Tennessee this situation can be greatly curbed in the future. Along with this 



goes the water shed program, wnich when finished will reduce the flood 

elevation approximately five (5) feet along the North Fork. Thia program 

will not top the flooding of the south Fork, but there is a proposed program 

in the future for this area. 

Avers, quarries ane iakt.b generally act as barriers to development. 

When reeidential development expanos and roaches such a barrier, the growth 

will stop until enough demand develope for the area beyond the barrier, so 

that the cost of providing access (utilities, etc.) to the other side is no 

longer an insurmountable problem. 

Ltaited access highways one railroad right-of-ways can also act as 

barriers to growth., if Lncee facilities tae existing in or near developing 

t,rtgit. it ewiLtruction of either 0 ailroad line or limiteC accuse highway 

is contemplated, steps should be taken to minimiz. teie barrier effect by 

providing underpasses or overpasses for the proposed major streets. :he 

three existing railroads, which are Illinois Central, Terme:35er.: Central and 

louieville and Nashville, have &an will continue to influence industrial 

land use. 

::min goal the City of iiopednaville ehoul6 strive for, during the 

plarin.t.2,43 perioe, is to preserve ci.:ez, epacee for expansion of sceoole, new 

playgrounds, parks, and other recreational ano needs. she ne trend 

of low eensitj- developeet brings aLout larger lots and 'Lome ownership 

creates an effect known commonly today as the "urban sprawl". !. city properly 

designed and planned for this low e.ez ncity development croatcs a pleasant 

envireement, bet when large aAounte of land are rapidly developed and there is 

a failure to preserve open maces, etc., this will become a lees desirable 

area due to poor working relationships with the city. 
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For example: 

1) no room for new scnools 

2) no parks, playgrounds, etc. 

3) shopping conveniences limited 

Climate 

The prevailing wind^ come fram the South-Southwest in the summer and 

North-Northwest in the winter. 

The climate is semi-humid in the summer and Imi-dry in the winter. 

The average annual rainfall is 49.1 inches with the greatest portion of 

t'As being in .uecember, January, Larch and June. 

Tho average mean temperature is 79.2° F. in July and 37.8°F. in January. 

lath the maximum and minimum bein 110°1. and a minus 19° respectively. 

The length of the growing season is about 192 days with the first and 

last killing frost occurring about October 21 and April 12 respectively) 

h2sidential Land Use 

The existing residential land t se has been influenced by the radial 

street pattern and topography features. This type of growth along radial 

streets and highway:, follows a typical pattern, one of the principal induce- 

ments being tne availability of frontage on state-maintained highways. 

The city is growing toward the South because of available utilities and 

land, flat land, and social conAderation. the growth to the North has been 

limited because of no available utilities, and topography. 

1Soil Conservation Service, Hopkinsville, Kentucky 
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The Central business District of flopkinsvifle was built, on a rigid grid 

pattern, and as the City expanded this rigidity was turned into a modified 

grid duc to topography and drainage features. From here the growth expanded 

primarily along major thoroughfares, and at the present time F-ubdivisions are 

being constructed to develop the vacant land between these major thoroughfares. 

Once this land is fully developed, linear growth will again occur outward 

along these thoroughfares. after the linear growth has occurred, then the 

intermediate area will develop again cat to the point of linear growth. As 

thc City axpando in the future, this will be a typical pattern of growth. 

Commercial Land Use 

Commercial land development has been influenced by topography, urainage 

and transportation routes. The most important single determinant of business 

locations is accessibility to markets, which in most instances is substantially 

influenced by the location of major transportation routes. The routec which 

have influenced commercial expansion in }iopkinsville are: U.S. 41N, U.E. 41A, 

U.S. 68, and Canton Pike. 

U.S. 41N ad U.S. 41A serve primarily the North, South transient traffic, 

but because of the location within the community the.' also transact business 

with the local residents and residents who come to the County at to trade. 

U.L. 68 servos primarily the community and the East-West transient 

traffic. 'she crossing of U.S. 68 and 41 designates the center of the 

Central %usinese District. 

ancther commercial area is located off Canton Pike and to the loath of 

the Hopkinsville-Christian County Pairgrounds. It serves primarily the local 

and county residents. 

As the community prows outward, commercial f.,,rowt1 will also expand to 

meet the needs of the new population. 
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Industrial land Use 

At the present, there are 73.6 acres of heavy industrial land use, and 

this occupies 2.1 per cent of the total developed land within the planning 

area. There are 118.",2 acres of light industrial land use, and this occupies 

3.4 percent of the total developed land within the planning area. 

Industries in Hopkinsville have formed a very definite growth pattern, 

which is located primarily along the three existing railroads. 

Public and Semi-PUblic Land Use 

Public buildings include the County Court House, which is located on the 

West side of Main between Fifth and Sixth Streets. Behind the County Court 

House is the County Maintenance Building and County Jail. Adjacent to the 

County Court House is the City Hall, and the City Jail is directly behind the 

City Hall. 

Other public areas consist of a hater Treatment Plant, Riverside Cemetery 

and Cave Spring Cemetery. These areas are all located in the Northern section 

of the city. 

The airport and Western Ltate Hospital are located in the :astern section 

of the city. 

There are two golf which are located in the :.southern section of 

the city. 

hopkinsville-Christian County Fairgrounds, the Kiwanis Park and the 

sewerage Treatment Plant are located in the Western section of the City. 

All of the following public and semi-public uses are discussed in the 

Community Facilities Section. They are as follows: parks (small and large), 

playgrounds, playfields, elementary schools, Junior High schools, Senior High 

schools, hospitals, churches and colleges. 
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statistical Analysis 

One of the most valuable parts of a Land Use Analysis is the description 

of the land use categories in numerical terms. This permits an objective 

comparison of the land use situation with that of other communities, thereby 

revealing major differences and possible inadequacies; and more important, it 

establishes a factual base upon which other planning studies may be built. 

Hopkinsville was divided into fourteen (14) neighborhoods and measure- 

ments were made to determine the amount of present land uses in each of the 

neighborhoods. This data is presented on pages together with 

a comparative analysis of twenty-eight (28) average central cities approxi- 

mately Hopkinsville's size. 

Of the 3,606.4 acres within the city limits, 2,215.1 acres of this is 

developed land and the remaining 1,391.3 acres are vacant. While these compari- 

sons, page have a limited utility due to the individuality of every town, 

they may still serve to single out gross deviation from the ordinary. 

The residential land use varies considerably from the average central 

cities. Imne reason for this difference is due to the topography and drainage 

conditions of this area, which calls for larger lots. Another reason could be 

that hopkinsville has obtained this growth only in the preceding ten years, 

and during that period, as well as now, the average lots are much larger than 

in the past. The majority of these average central cities could have been at 

this population level for several years, when lots were plotted much smaller 

than now. 

Commercial land use in Hopkinsville if: twice the size as that of the 

average central cities. There are two factors which account for this enlarged 

commercial land use; the first is that Hopkinsville is a retail center and 

County Leat, thereby drawing from a large hinterland; the second factor is 



MAP I. DELINEATION OF NEIGHBORHOODS 
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KENTUCKY 



TABU' 7. ACRES 

Neighbor- 
hood 

Residen- 
tial 

Comer- 
cial 

Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
Industry 

ilublic and 

Semipublic 

Streets Hail- 
roads 

Seveloped 
Land 

Vacant 
Land 

'iotal 

Land 

1 20.7 54.3 6.6 0.0 0.0 30.1 4.1 115.8 0.0 115.8 

2 83.0 9.1 5.8 7.1 5.5 29.5 2.2 142.2 85.9 228.1 

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 1.8 0.0 1.8 

4 60.5 9.5 9.9 24.0 71.9 43.3 5.4 224.5 171.8 396.3 

5 181.0 0.7 0.4 0.0 9.0 71.0 1.3 263.4 406.6 670.0 

6 217.0 5.5 21.0 0.0 14.7 73.4 13.7 345.3 72.3 417.6 

7 32.2 1.7 0.0 0.0 44.5 22.7 8.2 109.3 77.5 186.8 

8 242.2 24.0 2.6 0.0 27.3 76.0 1.1 373.2 151.6 524.8 

5 106.4 15.5 9.5 1.9 12.4 34.2 5.0 184.9 98.6 283.5 

10 8.8 11.1 4.5 0.0 .3 9.0 0.0 33.7 9.2 42.9 

11 7J.6 1.2 0.0 0.0 .3 25.0 0.0 100.1 108.2 208.3 

12 88.4 2.5 5.7 2.0 19.8 43.0 2.5 163.9 55.9 219.8 

13 10.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 .3 2.2 0.3 13.2 1.7 14.9 

14 47.4 15.5 0.3 0.0 52.9 28.0 0.0 143.8 152.0 295.8 

City 
Limits 1,171.6 150.9 66.0 35.0 258.9 487.4 45.3 2,215.1 1,391.3 3,606.4 1ota1 



TABLE 8. PER CENT °F. DJ VELOPED LAND 

Neighborhood Residential Commercial Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
industry 

:ublic and 

Semipublic 

Streets hail- 
roads 

Total 

1 23.4 30.5 7.5 0.0 0.0 34.0 4.6 100.0 

2 58.3 6.4 4.1 5.0 3.9 20.7 1.6 100.0 

3 0 0 0 0 0 0 100.0 100.0 

4 27.0 4.3 4.4 10.6 32.0 19.4 2.3 100.0 

5 68.7 .3 .2 0 3.3 27.0 .5 100.0 

6 62.7 1.6 6.1 0 4.3 21.3 4.0 100.0 

7 29.5 1.5 0 0 40.7 20.8 7.5 100.0 

8 64.8 6.5 .7 0 7.3 20.4 .3 100.0 

9 57.6 8.4 5.1 1.0 6.7 18.5 2.7 100.0 

10 27.0 32.6 13.2 0 .8 26.4 0 100.0 

11 73.5 1.2 0 0 .3 25.0 0 100.0 

1; 54.1 1.4 3.5 1.2 12.1 26.3 1.1. 100.0 

13 76.8 2.3 0 0 2.1 16.,, 0 100.0 

14 33.0 10.8 0 0 36.7 19.5 0 100.0 

City Limits 
Total 

53.6 6.9 3.0 1.6 11.8 21.0 2.1 100.0 u,) 



TABLE. 9. ACRES PER 1,000 PERSCNS 

Neighbor- 
hood 

Residen- 
tial 

Grainer- 

vial 
Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
Industry 

Public and 

Semipublic 
Streets Rail- 

roads 
Developcd 
Land 

Vacant 
Land 

Total 
Land 

1 16 42 5 0 0 23 3 89 0 89 

2 41 4 3 3 3 15 1 70 42 112 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

4 00 10 1:) 28 84 50 6 261 200 461 

5 C.2 0 0 0 4 32 1 119 184 303 

6 53 1 5 0 4 18 3 84 18 102 

7 54 3 0 0 74 38 12 181 129 310 

8 133 13 2 0 15 42 0 205 83 288 

9 39 6 3 0 5 13 2 68 36 104 

10 52 65 26 0 2 53 0 198 54 252 

11 98 2 0 0 0 33 0 133 144 277 

12 29 1 2 0 6 14 1 53 18 71 

13 :71 , . 2 0 0 2 20 0 117 15 132 

14 C7 22 0 0 75 40 0 204 217 421 

City 
Limits 57 7 3 2 13 24 2 108 68 176 
Total 
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tourist trade, which accounts for the employment of 700 people along U.S. 41N1 

U.S. 41A, and U.S. 68 in the past ten years. 

Industrial land use in Hopkinsville compares very closely to the average 

of the other communities, although there are considerable variations among 

different communities. 

The land use for railroad!: in the: city limits is considerably less than 

that of the average central cities. There are three railroads wLich extend 

into the city limits; two of these dead-end next to industrial sites, and 

only one continues through the city and northward to other service areas, 

The public and semi-public land uses of Hopkinsville are below the average 

of the central cities. The main reason for this is that no onphasis has been 

placed on existing and proposed public and semi-public areas, therefore result- 

ing in insufficient parks and playground space. 

The street and alley land uses are also slightly below the average of 

the central cities. There are two reasons which could account for thin 

difference, one being that the majority of all the existing streets have only 

a thirty (30) foot right-of-way, and therefore have a fifteen (15) to eighteen 

(18) foot paved surface. The second reason is that Hopkinsville was built on 

a radial street plan, hich in effect uses fewer roads than a city built on a 

grid-iron pattern. 

TABLE 10. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS IN ACRES PER 1,000 PEOPLE 

Residential 

28 Average Central Citiesl hopkinsville 

39.6 acre' per 1000 57 acres per 1000 

1 
FiltrILand Bartholomew, Land Use in American Cities, p, 23. 
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TABLE 10 (concl.) 

28 Average Central Cities Hopkinsville 

Commercial 3.1 acres per 1000 7 acres per 1000 

Industrial 5.7 5 

Railroads 5.0 2 

Public & Sami-PUblic 18.3 13 

Streets & Alleys 28.3 21+ 

in conjunction witn the statistical analysis, the average lot size, 

population per occupied household unit, and the densities of population per 

acre were computed. 

The population per occupied household unit was computed by completing a 

muse to house survey and adjusting the enumeration districts to coincide with 

the neighborhood boundaries. 

The average lot size was computed for all residences within the city 

limits, and for each complete neighborhood. 

The density (people per acre) was computed within the city limits, the 

existing planning, and the planning area of 1980. 
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TABLE 11. POPULATION PER OCCUPIED HOUSEHOLD UNIT 

Neightornood Occupied 
Housing Units 

Popelation Population per 
)ccupied souse - 
hold Unit 

1 477 1,290 2.7 

2 .c. 659 2,040 3.1 

3 328 980 3.0 

4 240 860 3.6 

5 616 2,220 3.6 

6 1,557 4,120 2. 

7 352 1,230 3.5 

612 2,140 3.5 

9 981 3,140 3.2 

10 16e 540 3.2 

11 295 970 3.3 

12 1,116 3,680 3.3 

13 222 710 3.2 

11. 528 1,580 3.0 

Total 8,151 25,500 3.13 
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TABLE 12. AV SAGE LOT SIZE 

Neighborhood FuEidential 
Streets in 

LinLitL 

Residential 
Acres in 
City Li-ite 

Average Lot Size in 
City Limits 

Square feet 
1 205 20.7 4,400 

2 538 83.0 6,720 

3 0 0 0 

4 240 60.5 11,000 

5 596 181.0 13,230 

6 1,084 217.0 8,700 

7 156 32.0 8,950 

8 555 242.2 19,000 

9 674 106.4 6,900 

10 36 8.8 10,600 

11 207 73.6 15,500 

12 756 88,4 ;000 

13 27 10.4 16,800 

14 178 47.4 11,650 

Total 5,252 1,171.6 5,700 
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TABLE 13. AMIAGE LOT LIZE 

Neighborhood iota). Number of 
Residential 
structures in 
Neighborhood 

Residential 
Acreage 

Average Lot Size in 
Neighborhood 

Square feet 

1 205 20.7 4,400 

2 538 83.0 6,72 0 

3 320 83.2 11,325 

4 240 60.5 11,000 

5 596 181.0 13,230 

6 1084 217.0 8,703 

7 334 124.0 16,300 

8 601 281.7 20,40) 

9 869 137.h 6,90) 

IC 168 61.6 16,30) 

11 283 105.0 16,00) 

12 932 149.0 7,)0) 

13 213 55.3 11,30) 

14 308 103.6 14,650 

Total 6,691 1,671.5 10,900 



TABLE 14. DENSITY (1OPUIATI(i1N PER ACRE) 

Neighborhood Fercontag of 

Residential 

Developed Land within 
City Limits 

Percentage of 

Developed Land within 
City Limits 

Percentage of 

Developed Land within 

Planning Area 

Percentage of 

Developed Land within 
Planning Area 

- 1980 - 

1 30.0 11.1 11.1 11.1 

2 24.0 14.3 14.3 14.8 

3 0.0 0.0 5.3 7.3 

4 14.3 3.8 3.8 4.5 

5 13.0 8.4 8.4 8.6 

6 17.2 11.9 11.9 11.9 

7 13.1 5.5 4.3 6.6 

8 10.8 4.9 4.3 5.0 

9 25.5 14.6 11.3 11.7 

10 14.4 5.5 2.2 5.8 

11 11.3 7.5 4.2 5.2 

12 35.0 18.9 13.9 14.3 

13 11.8 8.5 4.0 4.8 

14 14.9 4.9 4.9 544 Lo 
,4 



HOPKINSVILLE 
KENTUCKY 



39 

FUTURE LAND USE 

The infcrmation regarding the present lend use pattern as developed in 

the land use analytis, and the projection of future population described in 

am earlie: sect:.on, serves as a foundation for the future use of land in the 

plaimmtm area. The land use plan consists of three parts; a set of principles 

for the 1,,cation of various land uses, an estimate of future land requirements 

fcr them uses, and the design cf future land use areas. Location principles 

defiLe A sLitability of certain types of land for various uses by describing 

acceptCo13 standards for sites and relating pot!ntial sites to other li,nd use 

areas, utilities servfces, etc. Epace requirements are obtained by applying 

quantitative standards of land requirements derived from local measurments of 

existir; lanu use to the previously prepared population or employment estimate. 

The design phase of the plan works this data into a pattern of future land use 

areas coordinated with the major street syrtem. 

Location Requirergents 

There are two types of industries, Light and Heavy; the light industry 

needs less space becausc of vertical expansion instead of lorisontal expansion. 

They are generally located clorer to the Central_ Business District, becau3e of 

tLe advartago of style, near retail sales, and labor has a shorter distance to 

travel. Its -.ocation, light industry :1-o%le have easy P.ccPFs to railway aad 

major thcroughfares, and all utilities should be available. 

Heavy industries are generally located or the outskirts of the city, 

because of obnoxious factors, such as 7,moke, noise, odor, and vibrations. 

This type of industry needs a large flat space because of horizontal exiansion. 

Access frm both railroads and major thoroughfares are needed along with 

cheap ald del;endable utilities. 



Both heavy and light industrial areas should be easily accessible from 

the reAdential areas of the community, and they should bo oimpati:le with 

surroui 

The principal requirement for commercial areas is a location on or near a 

major utreet 1lLth good access from a tributar; trade area. The Central 

Business District should be situated at or near the peak traffic center in a 

;manner such thiA building: car, be arr-Irzed tc provide f)r efficient circu- 

lationof both 2edestrian and vehicular traffic, and adequate parking and 

loadin,; ;f personal anu service vehicles. For outlying commercial centers 

of the n,:ignborhood Enoppig or highway service type, the principai require- 

ment is location on a major street where bites are adequate for anope and 

associated parking and loading. 

h railing topography being well drained generally makes an attractive 

residential drnielopment, as long as the topography id not 

and utilities will be unduly costly to develop. Residential areas should be 

conveniently lacated with respect to places of employment and shopping, but 

major streets should not penetrate residential neighborhoods. Density of 

different areas should be planned and a variety of sites should be provided, 

some of which ire suitable for churches, park and playground areas, and 

similar neie,hbornood facilities. 

Space Requirements 

Nanufacturing space requirements are commonly expressed in terms of 

employee density, which is the ratio between the number of euployecs and the 

gross acivage of the site. LscaLse o: rnhge of densiLies, manufacturing 

is frequently categorized into extensive (low density), intermediate, and 

intensivd (higa density) groups, with densities such ar the follow ng: 
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TABLE 15. EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATION 

Density Class Employees Per Gross Acre 

Intensive 50 

Intermediate 20 

Extensive 5 

Hopkinsville density class would range between extensive and intermediate. 

There are 2,300 employees and 191 acres of industrial lend, which averages 

2,300 employees = 12 employees per acre. 
191 acres 

There are eight (8) acres of industrial land use per 1,000 population 

within the planning area. Using the population forecast of 8,700 additional 

people by 1980, there will be a need of 70 additional acres for industrial 

uses. amountof people associated with these new industries would vary due 

tc the density class./ 

Also in an analysis of site and location requirement:, for industry, the 

medium plant site size of a representation group of new industries was found to 

be in the range of 50 to 100 acres.2 

Commercial land use in the planning area amounted to 217.0 acres. The 

existing population of the planning area ie 25,500 people. This amount of 

commercial land use represents 217.0/25,500 = 9 acres per thousand population. 

When this factor is applied to the future growth in 1980 of 8,700 people, 

'Space for Industry, Urban Land Institute Technical Bulletin No. 23, 
July 1954, p. 2. 

2 
Dorothy A. 14incy, Space for Industries, p. 4. 



there will be a need for 9 x 8.7 = 78 additional acres of commercial land use. 

This should be sufficient for berving local and county trade, as well as high- 

way travelers. 

Of the 9,565.9 acres within the planning area, 1,663.0 acres are resi- 

dential, and percentage wise it is 11.4 per cent. These figures do not 

include streets and alleys. This amount of residential land use represents 

1,663.0/25,500 = 65 acres per thousand population, and when this factor is 

applied to the future growth in 1980 of 8,700 people, there will be a need 

for 65 x C.7 = 566 additional acres of residential land use. 

The following tables cover the planning area and explain the total 

amount in acres of all land uses, the Iercentage of developed land, and acres 

per thousand people from which future land uses can be based. 



TABLE 16. ACRES 

Neighbor- 
hood 

Hesiden- 
tial 

Comer- 
cial 

Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
Industry 

Public and 

Semipublic 

Streets hail- 
roads 

beyeloped 
Land 

Vacant 
Land 

Total 
Land 

1 20.7 54.3 6.6 0.0 0.0 30.1 4.1 115.8 0.0 115.8 

2 83.0 9.1 5.8 7.1 5.5 29.5 2.2 142.2 85.9 228.1 

3 83.2 10.3 7.2 2.5 1.3 74.4 5.1 184.0 1319.8 1503.8 

4 60.5 9.5 9.9 24.0 71.9 43.3 7.3 226.4 171.8 398.2 

5 181.0 0.7 0.4 0.0 9,0 71.0 1.3 263.4 406.6 670.0 

6 217.0 5.5 21.0 0.0 14.7 73.4 13.7 345.3 72.3 417.6 

7 124.0 1.7 27.5 30.0 44.5 47.1 8.2 283.0 628.9 911.9 

8 281.7 25.1 2.6 0.0 86.6 92.1 6.9 495.0 493.7 988.7 

9 137.4 21.4 9.5 1.9 15.7 80.6 9.1 275.6 109.5 385.1 

10 61.6 37.6 11.6 4.0 77.0 45.5 7.4 244.7 830.1 1074.8 

11 105.0 2.5 0.0 0.8 65.8 56.5 0.0 230.6 526.4 757.0 

12 149.0 4.6 9.1 3.3 24.4 69.7 4.5 264.5 170.9 435.4 

13 55.3 2.9 0.0 0.0 77.7 39.4 0.0 175.3 272.5 447.8 

14 103.6 31.8 7.0 0.0 95.9 73.9 8.6 323.8 910.9 1231.7 

Planning 
Area 1663.0 217.0 118.2 73.6 590.0 826.5 78.4 3566.6 5999.3 9565.9 
Total 



TABLE 17. PER CENT OF DEVELOPED LAND 

Neighborhood Residential Commercial Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
Industry 

Public and 
Semipublic 

Streets Rail- 
roads Total 

1 23.4 30.5 7.5 0.0 0.0 34.0 4.6 100.0 

2 58.3 6.4 4.1 5.0 3.9 20.7 1.6 100.0 

3 45.3 5.6 3.9 1.3 .7 40.5 2.7 100.0 

4 26.7 4.2 4.3 10.6 31.9 19.1 3.2 100.0 

5 68.7 .3 .2 0.0 3.3 27,0 .5 100.0 

6 62.7 1.6 6.1 0.0 4.3 21.3 4.0 100.0 

7 43.8 .6 9.7 10.6 15.7 16.7 2.9 100.0 

8 57.0 5.0 .5 0.0 17.5 18.6 1.4 100.0 

9 49.9 7.7 3.5 .7 5.7 29.2 3.3 100.0 

10 25.1 15.4 4.7 1.6 31.6 18.6 3.0 100.0 

11 45.5 1.1 0.0 .4 28.5 24.5 0.0 100.0 

12 56.4 1.7 3.4 1.2 9.2 26.4 1.7 100.0 

13 31.7 1.7 0.0 0.0 44.2 22.4 0.0 100.0 

14 32.2 9.9 2.2 0.0 29.9 23.1 2.7 100.0 

Planning 
Area 46.6 6.1 3.3 2.1 16.6 23.1 2.2 100.0 
Totals v 



TABLE 18. ACRES PER 1,000 PERSONS 

Neighbor- 
hood 

Residen- 
tial 

Comer- 
cial 

Light 
Industry 

Heavy 
Industry 

Public and 

Semipublic 

Streets Rail- 
roads 

Developed 
Land 

Vacant 
Land 

Tbtal 
Land 

1 16 42 5 0 0 23 3 89 0 89 

2 41 4 3 3 3 15 1 70 42 112 

3 85 11 7 3 1 76 5 188 1342 1530 

4 70 11 11 28 84 50 9 263 200 463 

5 82 0 0 0 4 32 1 119 184 303 

6 53 1 5 0 4 18 3 84 18 102 

7 101 1 22 24 36 38 7 229 512 741 

8 132 12 1 0 41 43 3 232 232 464 

9 44 7 3 1 5 26 3 89 35 124 

10 113 70 21 7 143 85 14 454 1540 1993 

11 108 3 0 1 68 58 0 238 542 780 

12 41 1 2 1 7 19 1 72 49 121 

13 78 4 0 0 110 55 0 247 384 631 

14 66 20 4 0 61 47 5 203 578 781 

Planning 
Area 65 8 5 3 23 32 4 140 235 375 
Totals 
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Plan Design 

The emphasis of the report io this point has been upon the criteria 

which will ultimately determine the size and shape of the future urban area. 

Among these are the physical characteristics of the land, the existing 

buildings, streets, and other more or lest. permanent fixtures of the land, 

the anticipated future employment and population in the planning area, and 

the principles which normally establish the spatial reitionships and land 

requirements of different land uses. These criteria are utilized to help 

organize the future use of land into a functional unit. 

One of the main determinants of the future shape of the urban area will 

be the location of work places and the alignment of transiortation routes 

linking them with present and future residential areas. One of these erTaoy- 

ment areas is the downtown area, which is expected to continue as a focal 

point of the community. Other employment centers in the area would have 

sinilarly important influences on the growth patterns. 

A prime location for industry wculd be in the Skyline Drive area '.etween 

Fort Campbell Boulevard and the Nashville Road. Several reasons for this are: 

all utilities are available (gas, water, sewerage and electricity), the area 

can be reached without traveling through the Central Business District, the 

land is flat and contains 179 acres which can easily accommodate the eventy 

additional acres needed for industrial land use by 1980, there in easy access 

to both railroads and major thoroughfares, it is a good locttipn due to the 

prevailing wind conditions, which come from the South-Southwest in the summer 

and North -Northwest in the winter, and this location would he separated from 

the residential land use by a natural barrier, the North Fork of Little River, 

which acts as a buffer zone. 

The location of residential areas is governed by topography, drainage, 
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available land, social considerations, and in part by the location of work- 

places. The 566 additional residential acres needed by 1980 will he located 

primarily in the 6outhern sector of the community. A small portion will be 

located to the North and Fast. There is ample room for this future residen- 

tial expansion, and this should be a compact type of development rather than 

a scattered growth. The reasons for this are: utilities and services can be 

provided more economically, businesses operate more efficiently 
being closer 

to their service area, schools also operate more efficiently through 
a saving 

in transportation costs, and most important, it creates a single-land-use. 

'ibis is 2.1i contrast to the typical L-cattereo development where hones are ouilt 

along a highway, leaving vacant areas between them which are later 
occupied by 

business or other uses incompatible with residential areas. 

Hcpkincville's growth has been similar to the scattered type of develop- 

ment, leaving many vacant areas within the city. With this in mind, the 

future residential growth should first fill in these voids and create a 

!Angle land u:e before expanding into the planning area. These vacant areas 

should conform as nearly as possible to the location and space requirements 

described earlier, as well as the sites within the planning area. 

Commercial land uses are generally located on cr near major traffic 

routes, to afford convenient access to their tributary trade areas. It is 

estimated that approximately 69 acres will be required for future commercial 

land use. This expansion will probably occur along U.S. 41A, U.:- 41N and 

U.L. 68 highways. This type of strip growth is not desirable because of 

mixed uses, no off-street parkin;;, no loldin3 sp-Ice, land directly behind 

these areas depreciates faster than it would under other compatable circum- 

stances, and it tends to generate minor traffic movements that il.terfere with 

major tnrougn movements. Home owners along these strips eventually find that 

the street is no longer desirable fur residential use, and will try to sell or 
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convert it t a commercial zone, Lut the supply of land along the rtreet is 

generally far in excess of teat reyeiryi for business purposes. Therefore, 

the end result of the process is a street dotted with businesses inter- 

spersed with deteriorating residences. Neither tine of use benefits the 

community, and the eamieumity suffers from an inefficient arrangement of 

businesses aed unsightly main street. 

.1 cluster arrangement of commercial uses should be provided for instead 

of a strip commercial district. In the cluster development commercial 

structures can be arranged to benefit one anothe; for exae,ple, most shopping 

centers are made up of generators and attractors, generators consisting of 

large department or grocery stores end the attractors consisting of a bakery, 

barber shop, drug store, small specialty shops, etc. The generators are 

placed at one end of the shopping center so that people have to walk by the 

attractor while approaching the generator. Through this design and offering 

a variety of goods, each business benefits from the other. In short, a 

cluster development of commercial centers is a more convenient and efficient 

syst.en than a lineal or strip development. 

At the present time there is an expansion of the Central business 

District through the help of Urban Rentwal. The expansion is on tne north 

side of the existing Central business District from Fifth Street on Main 

north to Little River, and consists of 27 acres of land. The new City Hall 

and Fire station along with a modern bhoppin center will be located within 

teis area. 

A future proposal for Urba:i Reeewal would Oe from Fifth areet to 

Seventh Street an Main. This addition would help to tie the old section of 

the Central business District to the new. There are six. (6) acres within 

this site. 
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To provide for the 69 additional acres needed by 1980, three commercial 

centers are proposed along with the two Urban Renewal projects previously 

mentioned. she firs :. commercial center is located at the corner of North 

Drive and U.5. 68, ana will have approximately fifteen acres. This location 

will be for 1-ast-West highway travelers, us well as a convenient shopping 

center for the western sector of the community. 

Thu second area will be located off Cox Mill Hoed to provide for the 

large anticipated growth to the ..kmth. Tnic area consists of thirteen acres, 

and will serve primi-rily local and county residences. 

ITA. third ftrea is located on t:lu Nashville :woad across from ti Lkyline 

Drive. This site will have eight acres, and will serve the eastern sector 

of the community, as well as an industrial neighborhood enich coLlo come 

about through new indur.tries. 
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MAJOR IHORJUGHFARES 

The basic principle of a thoroughfare system is to provide for well 

located and properly designed streets to carry the major volume of traffic, 

especially heavy and fast moving vehicles, through a city. ialen streets have 

been designated as part of the thoroughfare system, they may be designed to 

carry maximum volumes and heavier weights than will be necessary of lesser 

streets. The streets other than major thoroughfares can be reserved for 

neighborhood traffic, and thus be free from the hazards of rapidly moving 

vehicles. 

Streets designated as thoroughfares should be located so as to facili- 

tate the most direct movement of traffic through and between the various 

neighborhoods of the city. The street system .nay be a radial or gridiron, 

or a combination of both, in order to provide the minimum distance between 

points of origin and destination. In all cities, it is desirable to provide 

means whereby large portions of the traffic load m;:y be directed around 

congested points, thus better Lerving both local and through traffic by 

eliminating costly delays, and hazards. Generally, the location of desig- 

nated major thoroughfares will form the boundaries of new neighborhoods. 

'Aithin the city, the pattern of streets has been firmly established and 

precludes the developaent of ideal neighborhood units, but in unplatted 

areas, both within and beyond the city limits, traffic may be directed 

around residential neighborhoods. 

Major thoroughfares should be aligned so as to avoid abrupt changes in 

directions, should fit the land, should have adequate sight distances while 

going around all curves. The Subdivision Ordinance estak'lishes engineering 

standards for the appropriate design of the several classes of thoroughfares. 
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Classification of Streets 

this section establishes a system for classification of streets by 

proposed function. Ever: street within five miles of the city is so classi- 

fied. This et-ssification allows and provides that the proper level of 

improvement and construction is carried out according to present and future 

function of roads, thereby providing more efficient expenditure of public 

funds for these purposes. 

Expressways 

Their primary function is to mov mass traffic, with full or partial 

controlled access and some on-grade crossings. 

1) volume 1500 care per lane per hour s4 50 m.p.h. 

2) right-of-way 120 feet and up 

3) four (4) lanes and up 4 12' width per lane (48' Min.) 

4) six per cent (6%) maximum grade 

Freeways 

A freeway is an expressway with full control of access. 

Major Arterials 

Besides being the main thoroughfares for through traffic within the 

city, these roads carry traffic to expressway: and freeways. 

1) volume 350 cars per lane per hour 6 40 ,.h. 

2) right-of-way 100 feet to 120 feet 

3) four (4) lanes and up 1 11' width per lane (44' Min.) 

4) six per cent (6%) maximum grade 
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Collectors 

Primary purpose of these thoroughfares are to feed the major arterials 

and pick up local traffic. Lome parking is allowed on streets, also these 

streets are located by churches, schools, and shopping centers to collect 

traffic from these generators. 

1) volume 150 cars per lane per hour 4 30 m.p.h. 

2) right-of-way 60 to 80 feet 

3) two lanes (10' - 11') 10' parking on sides (40 to 44 Min.) 

4) eight per cent (8%) grade 

Local Streets 

The primary purpose of these streets is to provide access to residen- 

tial, commercial, or other abutting property, but to discourage the use of 

heavy traffic. These make up 75 per cent of the total street system. 

1) right- of-way 50 to 60 feet 

2) two (2) lanes (10' - 11') with no parking 

3) ten per cent (10%) to twelve per cent (12%) grade 

Circulation System 

Hopkinsville is composed primarily of radial thoroughfares, which extend 

from the Central Business District in all directions. As of this time, there 

is no existing inner or outer belt to relieve the heavily traveled central 

streets, and this forces all traffic with cross-town destinations to pass 

through the Central Business District. Along with this is 1-1- problem of 

truck traffic, which adds to the existing congestion. 

To control this increasing problem, the City and the City Planner have 

been working in coordination with Wilbur anith and Associates for devising a 
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new thoroughfare plan. This plan will show new routing of traffic to relieve 

the Central Business District of cars and trucks, widen existing streets, and 

set general alignments for new streets. These proposals, which are shown on 

the future land use map, are as follows:, 

The proposed outer belt will be primarily to move traffic from neighbor- 

hood to neighborhood, and for highway travelers to bypass the Central Business 

District. 

The outer belt starts at North Main and Sanderson Drive and continues 

southwest to U.S. 68. From U.S. 68 it goes southward to Canton Pike, then 

southeast along Country Club Lane to Cox Mill Road. It continues eastward 

along Country Club Lane to Lafayette Road, and on to Fort Campbell Boulevard. 

This section so far will be a collector street which has a 40' pavement with 

two (2) lanes and parking. Starting at Fort Campbell Boulevard, the clrIssi- 

fication changes from a collector to an arterial street due to the increased 

volume of highway travelers which will use this section to bypass the city. 

From Fort Campbell Boulevard it continues diagonally across to Skyline Drive, 

then northward to the Nashville Road. From here it continues north to McLean 

Avenue and across to East Seventh Street. This portion of the thoroughfare 

system will have a 48' pavement with four (4) lanes and no parking. From 

East Seventh Street it continues north to First Street or Butler Road and up 

the New Greenville Road to the intersection with Vine Street. It proceeds 

northwest from Vine Street to North Main, and possibly across to North Drive 

for access to the possible location of the new Junior College. This section 

from East Seventh Street to North Drive will have a 40' pavement with two (2) 

lanes and parking. This completes the proposed outer belt loop. 

The inner belt will start at the intersection of Sanderson and North 

Drives, and will continue .;outhr.est down North Drive to West Seventh Street 

and on to Canton Pike. F:o7a h' re it will go directly south to the inter- 
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section of Sterling and Faulkner Drives, the', continue southeast on Sterling 

Drive to Cox Mill hoed. Then it will pro,ected across to Lafayette Road 

and continue aown Morningside Drive and on to Fort Campbell Boulevard. At 

this point it will go down Fort Campbell boulevard until it picks up the 

outer belt loop. This complete section will have a 48' pavement with four 

(4) lanes and no parking. 

Other proposals which will take place to make the inner and outer belt 

function better are: to extend South Main across to the intersection of 

21st and Virginia Streets, to extend Canton like from 15th Street to 14th 

Ltreet, to extend est First Street to North Drive, to connect Fort Campbell 

boulevard to Campbell Street for truck traffic. 

Daily Traffic Volumes - Present and Futurel 

There are 38,914 daily internal trips (cars) to the Central Business 

District and 21,400 daily external trips. Of the 21,400 daily external 

trips, 5,250 pass through Hopkinsville without stopping. 

By 1980, a total of 103,900 vehicle trips daily will saturate existing 

ana proposed streets in Hopkinsville. The proposed Skyline Drive extension 

and North Drive extension will each carry volumes ranging from 8,000 to 

10,000 vehicles daily. 

Parking- 

During a typical weekday, approximately 5,820 persons parked in the 

Central Business District, requiring 5,1)67 space-hours of parking space 

supply. Existing parking facilities yield an adjut,ted supply of 6,906 

1Wilbur Smith, Transportation Plan, p. 3. 

21bid., p. 3. 
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space-hours in the central area. 

ttn increase in parking demand!-:. and the likely removal of many curb 

parking :.paces :1 the future will result in a deficiency of spaces in 

many blocks of the central area by 1972. 
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COMMUNITY FACILITP1:3 

Introduction 

The purpose of this section is to provide standards and policies for 

the development of needed public facilities. There are based on the antici- 

pated growth of the city, on accepted standards for the location, and the 

land requirements of public facilities of various kinds. 

Governmental, Legislative, & Administrative Facilities 

The Hopkinsville City Government performs e number of services for the 

residents of the City. The diagrarranatic 'tch on the following page 

indicates the relationship of the City Government to the functions of the 

various branches of government. It should be noted that the diagram shows 

two branches; Advisory and Legislative. City Council as the Legislative 

Branch sets the policy, the Mayor and immediate staff administer the 

policy, and the various utilities services, and pl.blic safety facilities 

each have a specific govermaental function as their sole responsibility. 

Utilities and Services 

,Sewerage and Waterworks Commission. Facilities owned by the City of 

hopkinsville and operated by the Eewerage and Waterwork Commission include 

office facilities, water storage facilities, water treaLient plant, water 

distribution system, sewage collection facilitis and sewage treatment plant. 

The office facilities are loeated at 112 Fast Seventh Straet. These 

facilities are in a two-story brick building estimated to be 60 years old. 

The first floor contains a room for billing and collecting, a saparate area 

for bookkeeping and dispatching of workers,and a combination board room and 
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Manager's office. The upper floor contains meter repair facilities, an 

addressograph machine, and storage space. 

A major eisadvantage in the present building a shortage of space. 

Disadvantages due to the location are lack of parking area for employees 

and workers, and the particular environment in which these facilities are 

located. The narrowness of Seventh Street and the loading ant unloading of 

people at this location cause delay in traffic movement. 

It is proposed that the uffice facilities of the sewerage and Water- 

worke. Commission be accommodated in the proposed City Center. With the 

ultimate relocation of these offices, the building now used could be sold 

as it is presently owned by the Commission. 

Water Storage, Treatment, and Distribution System 

The Water Uystem uses impounded water from two lakes and two abandoned 

quarries as reserve water. The addition of the reserve water to the system 

is accomplished by pumping from the quarries direct to tse plant, and by 

dam control from tne lakes which are located on branches of Little Uver. 

Impounded (Reserve) Capacity 
iPrior to 'treatment) 

Hopkinsville Water System 

Lake Morris 
Lake Tandy 
Quarry (Hopkinsville Stone) 
Quarry (Blue Lake) 
Proposed Laxe (Construction to begin 

approximately May 1, 196:6 

Total 

500 Million Gallons 
100 Million Gallons 
165 Million Gallons 
40 Million Gallons 

573 Million Gallons 

1,378 Million Gallonsl 

1Sewerage and Waterworks Commission, hopkinsville, Kentucky 
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It is felt that the impol,nded water supply is adequate throughout the 

planning period, particularly in view of t.!.!e proposed 573 million gallon 

lake, as well as a proposed flood control lake now in the planning stage. 

The capacity ef the present water treatment plant is 3,000,300 gallons 

per du. The present daily output of the plant is 2,700,000 gallons per 

day. To arrive at the dai eutiet ie as follows: 

25,500 people in planning area x 90 gallons per person per day me 
2,300,000 gallons per day 

industrial use, evaporation, aria commercial = 
400,000 gallons per day 

Total 2,700,000 gallons per day 

Hopkinsville's population forecast shows there will be 34,200 people by 

19CO3 The following figures will sol4 the daily future water needs: 

34,200 x 100 gallons per person per day 
3,400,000 gallons per day 

Industrial use, evaporation, and commercial e. 

900,000 gallons per day 

Total 4,300,000 gallons per day 

llopkinsville is proposing an increase of capacity from 3,000,000 gallons 

per day to 5,000,000 gallons per day, which will handle the future output of 

4,30,000 gallons per day. If there is an extremely large industrial growth 

through 1980 .long ith the increase cf population, this addition would not 

be adequate for the future needs. 

Like the rater system, the sanitary sewerage system is an essential 

utility in urban communities. Unlike the water system which serves the 

planning area, Hopkinsville's Sewerage System serves only residences within 

the City Limits. The present capacity of the sewerage plant is 3,000,000 

gallons per day. The present daily intake is approximately 2,100,000 gallons 

per day. 

One of the methods used tc determ5ne sewage flow is based on the 
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following typical sewage input from various types of land uses: 

Residential Areas ------------------- 75 gallon:- per person per day 

Industry - Non-Liquid Wastr: ----- 20-250 gallons per worker per day 

industry - LiqLid !haste -- Up to 66,000 gallons per worker pfr day 

ComiLercial - 5,000 gallons per acre per day 

Daily Input 

There are 20,500 Icople within the city limits but only 19,500 are 

connected to sewers. 

KeAdential - 
19,500 people x 65 gallons per person per day = 

industrial - 
Z,300 workers. x 50 gallon p-r worker per day 

Commercial - 
150 acres x 5,000 gallons per acre ppr day 

Total 

1,267,000 

115,000 

750,000 

2,132,0001 

Estimating the.; sewerage need.: by 1980 for approximately 2e,000 people 

within, th. city limits are ar follows: 

Daily Input 

Residential - 
2C,000 people x 75 gallons per pcmon per ley -- 2,1:10,000 

industrial - 
3,800 uorkers x 100 gallons per worker per day =- 

oommercial - 
220 acres x 5,000 gallons per acre r).1- day 

Total 

380,000 

= 1,100,000 

3,5C0,0002 

1Lewerage aria ialterworks Commission, Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

2 
Ibid. 
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Through these calculations it is shown that the sewage treatment plant 

will need to expand during the planning period. 

The above calculations are based, of course, on the population and 

employment data presented earlier and are subject to the same qualifications. 

In addition, it should be noted that industrial sewage imput varies con- 

siderably, just as does industrial water consumption. Thus, in the selection 

of new industry, one of the factors to consider is the effect of the industry 

on the present sewerage system of the community. 

The following maps will show the existing and proposed sewerage and 

water lines. 
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MAP 5. EXISTING & PROPOSED WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
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Health Facilities 

County Health Department. The County Health Department operates a 

program of disease prevention. Interest in fields of nursing, sanitation, 

nutrition, and education are carried out through the many programs of the 

agency. 

The County Health Department is administered by a county board of 

Health. The operation of the County Health Department is financed by state 

funds and by local funds through contributions. 

The facilities of the County Health Department are located at 1700 

Canton street. be building is a one-story brick building constructed in 

1944. The main floor of the building contains offices, a clinic for treat- 

ment, and an X-ray room. The basement contains an auditorium, a laboratory, 

storage room ana a furnace room. 

1.hre are no immediate plans for expansion of the Health Department 

building. It would seem, however, that if the excellent work of this 

Department is to continue at its high level, some expansion will be neces- 

sary within the planning period. 

It would also seem that any expansion within the planning period 

could be handled on the existing site. If off-street parking is to be 

provided, however, some additional area may have to be acquired. 

Jennie Stuart Memorial Hospital 

The Jennie Stuart Memorial Hospital is located on West 17th Street. 

The hospital is administered as a non-profit organization, with a Board of 

Directors. All money for operating and construction expenses is derived from 

patient care. No Federal funds are used. 

The building is brick construction, having been originally constructed 
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in 1913 with additions in 1945, 1949, and tIT: recently completed 1960 

addition. Me recent addition and renovation added a new entrance to the 

hospital, four modern operating rooms, a patient recovery room, and increased 

the bed capacity from 86 to 110. 

Recent additions of land to the site have made the site adequate for 

ample parking as well as future expansion. 

Brooks Memorial Hospital 

Thu brooks Memorial Hospital is located at 201 South Virginia ftreet. 

The hospital is privately owned and operated. No Federal funds are used in 

the operation of this facility. 

Thu Brooks Hospital is stone veneer over wood construction. The building 

was constructed in 1944 and has a 31 bed capacity. 

The building is situated on a lot at the Southwest corner of Virginia 

and First Streets. The lot is occupied primarily by the building and garage. 

No area is available for future expansion or off-street parking. 

Adequacy of Hospita2 Facilities 

It is difficult to analyze the adeouacy of hospital facilities, particu- 

larly in light of the fact that the Jennie Stuart Hospital does not treat 

Negro patients. Accepted standards of the U. S. Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare for adequate hospital facilities is for the provision 

of 4.5 beds for each 1,000 persons. 

Generally speaking, these two hospitals Nerve the City and County, not 

including military population and families (treated at Fort CamPbell). This 

population is presently estimated at 59,000. If population growth occurs as 

is expected, this population will increase to approximately 79,200 by 1980. 

On basis of the prior standards, a present shortage of 125 beds is indicated. 
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In addition to the indicated shortage of 125 beds, future growth at the end 

of the planning period indicates a need for another 90 beds, if the hospital 

facilities are to continue to meet the entire needs of the County. 

Because of the two hospitals and their separate policy on patient care, 

it is difficult to determine what amount of this additional growth should be 

accommodated at which hospital, and indeed if the factor of 4.5 beds per 

1,000 population is adaptable similarly to the Negro and White population, 

or even if a true picture is given by apLlying this factor to the entire 

community. 

It does seem sat to say, however, that even if the use of the factor 

in this particular area does not present a true picture, it is certainly a 

good indicator. It seems safe to say that some additional expansion will 

be necessary at both hospitals within the planning period. 

As was indicated above, Jennie Stuart could probably accommodate 

additional expansion on its existing site. Jennie Stuart has proved it can 

accommodate expansion without the aid of Federal funds. Brooks Hospital, 

however, would have an extremely difficult time in undertaking either an 

upgrading of certain facilities now classed by the State as inadequate 

(due primarily to the raising of the State's standards) or any kihu of 

expansion to accommodate future growth, under its present financing and 

operation. With the constant raising of standards of construction, the 

increase in construction costs, and even the higher maintenance costs of 

hospital facilities, the private hospital is becoming a thing of the past. 

It is felt that both of the hospitals are essential and necessary 

community facilities. Both hospitals with additional expansion must meet 

the increased needs of a substantially greater population by 1980. Jennie 

Stuart will be able to accommodate a future expansion program. It is 
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suggested that consideraticn be 'limed immediately to determine means of 

assisting Brooks Hospital in continuing it fine work as a community 

facility. 

Western Aate Hospital 

Western State hospital is located on 1'.S. 68 east of the City on a 

1,200 acre tract of land. Its capacity is 1,500 patients and now has 

1,500 patients, which shows they are operating at 100 per cent capacity. 

They have 500 off-street parking spaces which is not sufficient room for 

the parker:. They have plenty of land to expand in the future as the need 

arises. The hospital was built in 1854. There have been several additions 

to the hospital, with the largest one being made in 1947. 

Educational Facilities 

This is one of the most i:portant facilities for a growing community. 

It covers that part of the general plan relating to the provision of adequate 

school facilities, properly located to serve the population in existing and 

future neighborhoods. 

Schools 

Standards for Educational Facilities. The grade breakdown which is 

being used in Hopkinsville at this time is the is the 1-7, 8-12 grade compo- 

sition. This makeup is not desirable because the great difference in ages 

tends to give younger children grown-up ideas and to a certain extent, 

actually encourages them to fit in with the older group and their ways. At 

the present time, Hopkinsville is building a new high school which will help 

this situation. When this is completed, the present high school will become 

a Junior High and in turn, Horkinsvill2 will have a 6-3-3 school system. 
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This system is considered to be more desirable because it is keeping 

compatible age groups together. 

TABLE 19. SUGGESTED STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL SITES 

Type of School Size of School & Site 

Elementary 

Junior High 

Senior High 

Grades 1-6 (350-900 students) 
Minimum of 5 acres plus 1 acre 
per 100 students 

Grades 7-9 (700-900 students) 
Minimum of 10 acres plus 1 acre 
per 100 students 

Grades 10-12 (1500-3000 students) 
Minimum of 20 acres plus 1 acre 
per 100 students 

As in a recreation area, the factor of walking is of considerable 

importance in the location of school sites, and it is of particular 

importance in the location of elementary school sites. Following are 

suggested standards for walking di:tances to various types of schools. 

TABLE 20. WALKIRG DISTANCES 

Type of School 

Elementary 

Junior high 

Senior high 

Maximum Walking Distance 

1/2 Mile 

1 1/2 Miles 

2 Miles. (Cars are taken int? 
consideration at this stage.) 

1 Arthur B. Gallion, The Urban Pattern, p. 2R6. 
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Where bus transportation is provided, reasonable maximum travel times 

are one-half hour for elementary school pupils and one hour for secondary 

school pupils. 

Existing School Facilities 

The Hopkinsville City School Board operates seven (7) elementary 

schools and two (2) high schools. Within the seven elementary schools, 

there are 89 classrooms and 2,485 students. This averages out to 27.9 

students per classroom. In the high school composition, there are 68 class- 

rooms and 1,651 students. This averages out to 24.2 students per classroom. 

Comparing these totals with the accepted standards of 30 elementary 

students per classroom and 25 high school students per classroom, it is 

clearly shown that within a siort period of time more facilities will be 

needed. 

Hopkinsville High ,chool 

The Hopkinsville High School is located on the east side of Walnut 

Street between Stanley Street and Central Avenue. The site is ten acres in 

size and approximat-ly one-half of it is devoted to the stadium. On-street 

parking facilities are limited to 35 cars. The parking lot adjacent to the 

high school will hold 87 cars. The building, which is of brick construction, 

was built in 1912 with additions added in 1929, 1930, 1936, and 1959. 

Facilities in the high school building include a cafeteria, a gymnasium, a 

library, and a shop. Present enrollment is 905 students. 

Attucks High School 

The Attucks High School ie. located on IlLst First Street between line 

and Linn Streets. The site is approximately four (4) acres in size. Most 
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of the site is °couple:. by tne building, le;oring only one-half acre for out- 

door :ay area. The lack of adequate site area eliinates the possibility of 

off-street parking. The school, which is of trick construction, was luiA in 

1916. An extensive addition was constructed in 1957. Facilities in the 

Attucks High School building include a library, cafeteria, gymnasium, and 

shop. PreLent enrollment is 746 studentE. 

Belmont School (Elementary) 

Belmont School is lo.;ted st the intersection of Ninth Street and 

Nashville Road. The site is 4.75 acres in size, an6 facilities are available 

for 25 cars. The Belmont School is a modern structure built in 1960 to 

replace a school destroyed hi fire on this site in 1959. Facilities at this 

scool include a cafeteria and gymnasiuN, and library. The present ewoll- 

ment is 356 students. 

MOrningside School (Ele=9ntarv) 

ibrningside School is located on Aorningside Drive on an eleven acre 

site. Parking facilies can accoanaodate / care. Eight acres of the site 

are available for play apace. The school is a modern facility of brick 

construction built in 1955. The facilities include a cafeteria, library, and 

gymnasium. The present enrollment is 355 students. 

Virginia Street School (Elementary) 

Virginia Ltreet School is :.ocateI on South Virginia bet seen Nineteenth 

and Twentieth Street. The site is approximately two acres ln size, and has 

off-street parking which can accommodate 12 cars. One acre of the site is 

available for play space. The school is of brick construction. The building 

was built in 1906 witn addition: in 1936 and 1954. Facilities include a 
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cafeteria, gymnasium, and library. The present enrollment is 400 students. 

West Side School (Flementary) 

West Side School is located on West Seventh Street between Kentucky and 

McPherson Avenue. The school is situated on a site of three acres, with 

one acre available for play space. aff-street parking can accommodate 7 

cars. The building is of brick construction originally built in 1935, with 

additions added in 1938 and 1954. Facilities in the building include a 

cafeteria, gymnasium, and library. The present enrollment is 292 students. 

Booker T. Washington (Elementary) 

Booker T. Washington School is located on record Street between 

Campbell and Mechanic Streets. The school iE located on a two acre site 

with one-half acre available for play space. Off-street parking can accommo- 

date 6 cars. Facilities in the building include a cafeteria and gymnasium 

combination, and a library. The school is of brick construction, originally 

built in 1900, with additions in 1938 and 1955. The prevent enrol-ent is 

736 students. 

Canton Heights (Elementary) 

Canton Heights school is located on Cypress street east of Canton Street. 

The school is on a one acre lot with three-fourths of an acre available for 

play space. The school is a two classroom building constructed in 1935. The 

present enrollment is 53 students, covering grades 1-6. 

Indian Hills (lementary) 

Indian Hills School is located on the north side of Country Club Lane 

and northwest of Blane Drive. The school is situated on a nine acre site, 
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with approximately 6i acres available for pay space. Off-street parking 

can accommodate 45 cars. The building is of brick construction and was 

completed in August 1961. Facilities in the building include a combination 

cafeteria-gymnasium and a library. The present enrollment is 293 students. 

Existing Facilities - Summary 

In general, the school plan shows all signs of being well maintained. 

in spite of the constant and ever-increasing number of students, attention 

nab been given to the addition of facilities now considered basic, such as 

cafeterias in the elementary schools. In addition, though :ome parts of the 

elementary schools are as much as fifty years rld, constant maintenance 

renders these facilities still usale. 

In spite of the excellent administration of the local school system, 

several serious deficiencies yet need to be met. Second only to the problem 

of providing additional classroom space is the problem of providing open 

areas at the school plants to provide for play area, as well as adequate 

off-street parking facilities. Present day school administrators recognize 

the school plant to be composed of two basic elements, the site and the 

school building, each of which plays an important part in a child's education, 

In present day standards, even the original sites were inadequate. In most 

cases those original sites have been substantially reduced as to open area 

by the construction of additions to the school building. 

it is hoped that a policy of expanding the sites at the existing schools 

can be established as an essential part of the capital improvement program 

for the school system. This may be an opportune time for such an undertaking, 

when, through the use of modern municipal improvement methods such as urban 

renewal, the cost of such expansion can be materially reduced. the school 
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system J. to be commended on its recognition of the necessity of adequate 

site areas in its Immediate prciram for new schools. 

Proposals for Schools 

)iligh Schools, (1) Ehe now Hopk_nsville High fchool is located south of 

North 2unset Park am: north to northea:t of Gateway Lane (Virginia Gardens 

Subdivision). The site is approximately 4:1 acres. The City Planner at the 

present time is designing and locating outdoor facilities, which include a 

hasebdll diamonc, six (6) ttlanis courts, parking lot, football field, 4 mile 

track and stadium, and other related outdoor facilities. 

The site has o:; rest access to the outer belt loop, which will be a great 

access for future circulation to and from schools. 

The school construction will be primarily 8" concrete blocks with 4" face 

brick on the outside and is expected to be completed in August 1963. The new 

High School facilities will consist of a cafeteria, library, band room, shops, 

c!.oir room, and adminiotration facilities. 

ticrt: will be 27 classrooms avaLabl.,, and with the size of the sit, on 

vhich the school will be located, it can be expanded as needed. 

(2) Attucks High school is presently operating at near capacity. This 

school is well located to the population it is serving, but additional 

facilities will be needed within th, planning period. 

It is suggested that consideration be given to the expansion of i.ttucks 

High School. Where land acquisition is necessary, urban renewal should be 

used, if possible. Where land is needed and urban renewal is not applicable, 

land should be purchased or condemned. 

The nature of the population in this area is of extremely high density. 

Walking distances are, therefore, not a factor. Expansion of this single 

facility at its present location should make the high school adequate through- 

out the planning period. 
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Elementary Schools. (1) booker T. Washington. The expansion of this 

school is a very real problem at this time. It is suggested that considera- 

tion be given to undertaking an expansion program, which would be adjacent to 

the existing school. The two acres which are existing and serve 736 students 

are far from adequate. 

(2) Indian Hills. This new school and facilities, along with the new 

Millbroake Elementary School, will need to be expanded periodically due to 

tha haavy growth (existing and future) in this area. Thure is room for 

expansion at both these se'lools. 

(3) West Side school. This 5hc,uld not need to be expanded, because 

during the planning period, growth to the Northveat cue to annexation and new 

utilities will bring a need for a new elementary school. 

(4) Canton Heights. There is a need for expansion within the planning 

period. 

(5) Virginia Street school. Off-street space for loading and unloading 

of children is badly needed. it would be desirable to buy the one remaining 

residence and lot on the Nineteenth Street side. This lot is presently sur- 

rounded on three sides. by Virginia Street School property. A long-term 

objective shou.Ld be the purchase of the entire western half of the block 

immediately to the back of the school. It contists of six or seven small 

residences, several of which am dilapidated and unsuitable for occupancy. 

(6/ Morningside School The construction of Indian Hills school was to 

relieve the overcrowding at Lox-fling:1de. Norningside School site, however, 

is sufficient for any anticipate'_ needs, and thu location of the building will 

allow for its expansion without difficulty. 

(7) Belmont School. Because of the location of Belmont, the approaches 

are very dangerous. An overpass or same means of traffic control should be 

devised in the near future. There is very little room for expansion without 
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great cost. 

Colleges. (1) Bethel College has approximately seven acres and is 

located at Fifteenth Street and Ferrell. It has 20 classrooms. 

ing enrollment of 202 regular-time students and 50 part-time students 

IL largest in tne school's history as a co-educational school. 

,hee are off-street parking spaces, whicn can accommoaate the existing 

enrollment since the majority of the students live on campus. 

Inc existing facilities consist of a library, auaitorium, dining room, 

heated swimming pool (year round), gymnasium, chemistry lab, ana music 

atualo. 

In the future, oetel should acquire additional land and re-work access 

to and from the site, as the approach to the college looks like an alley. 

They are operating at near capacity, and this additional land will be greatly 

needed for future students, classroom ana parking facilities. 

(2) Community College. A desirable location for the proposea community 

college it: "oetween North Lrive ana North Main otreet adjacent to the 

Christian County iiign .school. This site contains seventy acres and will have 

direct access to the outer belt loop. This will be a two year college and 

can handle 400 students, two hundred freLamen and two aundrea sophomores. 

There will be ample on-site parking, but as of yet the number and type of 

classrooms is not known. 

In the future, Cnristian County nigh Ochool and the Community College 

should combine their efforts and construct a central football stadium, audi- 

torium ,hd related activities which both schools could use. This would be 

favorable over building separate functions for each school, because of the 

amount of money involved. 
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TABLE 21. EXISTING SCHOOL EXPANSIONS 

School How Many More Children 
Can be handled before 
Expanding 

Room for 
Expansion 

Increase Per 
Year for Last 
4 Years 

dopkinsville Idgh Moving New Location None 10% 

Attucks High None None 10% 

Belmont 68 Yes -1% 

Morningside None None None 

Virginia areet None None None 

West Side 60 None 5% 

Indian Hills None 10 Acres None 

Booker T. Washington None 5 Classrooms 7% 

Phelps Ave. (Retarded) 1 

Sts. Peter & Paul None Yes None 

Canton Heights None None None 

Christian County High 1 Yr. Increase 60 Acres 20% 
(150 to 200) 

Bethel College 40 to 50 Yes Past 3 Yrs. 
None. 
This Yr. 16% 

Schoolroom Expansion 

Using the existing percentages of grade-school, junior-high and senior- 

high school children takJn from the 1960 enumeration districts and projecting 

this into the future, a total of 20 additional high school classrooms, 23 

additional junior higil cool classrooms, and 40 additional elementary school 

classrooms will be required to accommodate additional school enrolli.ents by 

1980. 
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City Library 

Library service for Hopkinsville and Christian County is provided by 

the Hopkinsville City Library. The City Library is administered by a City 

Board. The Library building is located on Liberty Street one-half block 

north of Ninth btreet. 

The site on which the building is located is extremely small, providing 

room for only the building itself. the upper or main floor is primarily 

open .zhelf space. The lower floor provides a small storage area, a small 

auditorium, and an area from which the loading and unloading of the Book- 

mobile is handled. 

The development and growth of the community seems to have outdated 

this facility. The site is by modern day standards inadequate both in size 

and location. The existing site provides no parking facilities, as well as 

no area for expansion of the building. The site itself is unrelated to 

other City buildings and unobtrusive to persons unfamiliar with its location. 

It is proposed that the planning of the proposed City Center provide a 

site fur the relocation of the Public Library. It is proposed that the Public 

Library be relocated within the planning period. 

;, location in the proposed City Center would have several advantages. 

First, a location among the other city buildings would enable the Library to 

achieve its proper place as an important community facility. It is felt that 

a more prominent location as would be provided in the City Center would 

encourage a greater use of the facility. In addition, it is felt that 

adequate building area and parking could be provided in the new City Center. 
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City hecreational Facilities 

There are, two kinds of recreation needs which should be met in a com- 

munity. these are termed "active" recreation needs and "passive" recreation 

needs. The active recreation needs are needs which are met by an individual 

by participation in an active sport or event. Itcarples of active recreation 

are baseball, softball, horseshoe pitching, etc. Passive recreation needs 

arc needs which are satisfied primarily by quiet relaxation, an area to 

picnic in, a maintained and developed area which provides relief away from 

the city atmosphere. A few active sports may be provided for in these 

priluarily passive areas. 

As to the type of facilities which satisfy these needs, it is generally 

accepted that the recreation areas classified as "large city parks" and 

"small or neighborhood parks" are the areas which best satisfy passive recre- 

ation needs. Playfields and neighborhood playgrounds best satisfy active 

recreation needs. The cons;(!eration of these four types of recreation areas, 

their provision, their maintenance, and their use is basic to satisfying 

recreation needs in a community such as Hopkinsville. 

Large Park (Community Park) 

A large park is an area where residents of the city can go to be in a 

quiet or park-like atmosphere. The large city park is a spacious area 

developed and maintained, offering a place for picnicking and relaxation. It 

is also felt that the provision of large city park facilities would provide 

needed facilities for barbecues and picnics for church, civic, and local 

groups, as well as famil,), outings. 

As far as standards are concerned, it is difficult to state sr,!cifics. 

A large park may run from 30 to 150 acres. It usually contains a variety of 
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phyaical conditions, such as wooded and open land, level areas and hilly 

areas, areas with developed park facilities and areas which are left in 

their native state. The site should be easily accessible by car and by foot. 

Small Parks (Neighborhood Park) 

Small parks are also passive recreation areas; yet differ from large 

parks in both size and location. Small parks are usually located throughout 

the city, with their primary function being that of providing relief from 

city-like development. 

In Hopkinsville the function of the existing and propo:;ed small parks, 

as planned in this report, is oriented entirely to parks about toe Central 

Business District, anu, as well, to areas of multi-family dwellings. It is 

felt that these are the areas where this Lype of facility would be of great- 

est value. It is also difficult to quote standard: for the snail parks as 

size and location are often affected by availability of land. In securing 

land for small parks, areas which have been cxlsidered unsuitable for develop- 

ment should not be overlooked. Frequently, stream banks, railroad and high- 

way embankments, and other similar areas which have long been considered 

unusable and have remained vacant and ometl"es unsightly are quite adaptable 

to being used as a small park. For example, the stream banks along North 

Fork Little Liver are going to be utilized as a lineal small park in the 

urban renewal area. 

Playgrounds and Playfields 

Playgrounds and playfields comprise the two types of active recreation 

areas which would normally be found in communities such as Hopkinsville. 

The playground is an area for active recreation by children of elementary 
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school age. As such, moot playgrounds are usually found in connection with, 

or actually as a part of, elementary school sites. 

The playfield is an area for active sports for children of junior and 

senior high school age and adults. The playfield is commonly found on junior 

and senior high school sites. 

It is difficult to suggest sizes for playfields, but they usually range 

from 10 to 25 acres. The size of the site, of cour.e, depends on the needs 

in the community and the land available. 

YollolAng are some accepted standards for playgrounds and playfields: 

Playground standards 

Group primarily served: Elementary Rchool a.7,e children 

Space Standards: 1 acre per 1,000 population 

Population served: 3,000 to 5,000 persons 

Maximum Travel Distance: 1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 

Preferred location: Ar'lacent to elementary school 

Facilities: Corner for pre -school children 

Apparatus area for older children 

Space for tennis, softball, etc. 

Shelter 

Night Lighting for evening 

Landscaped buffer to protect n:ighborhood from 
Playground noise. 

Playfield Standards 

Group primarily served: 15 years of age and up 

Space standards: 1; to 20 acres (1.25 acres per 1,000 population) 

Population served: 15,000 to 25,000 persons 
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Playfield Standards (concl.) 

Maximum Travel Astance: 3/4 to 1 1/2 miles (20 Ain. by car) 

Pref-rred Location: Adjacent to senior or junior high school 

Facilities: Sports fields for 2oftball, football, field 
hockey, soccer, volleyball, etc. Separate for men 
and women 

Courts for tennis, horseshoes, :shuffleboards, etc. 

Areas for croquet, archery, bowling, picnic areas 
and facilitiJs 

OAdoor swimming pool or indoor-outdoor pool 

Landscaped buffer; parking; night lighting) 

Existing Facilities and Plan Proposals 

Large Parks 

There has not been any facility of the large park type in hopkinsville. 

There are certain are.s witch are suitable and still remain substantially 

vacant, in spite of the rapid rate of growth of the city in recent years. 

It is prop,sed that a large park be located at the County Fairgrounds 

in wnich two tracts of land should be purchased by the City. The one is a 

twenty acre tract now owned by the hopkinsville School Board. The other is a 

narrow tract of land lying between this twenty acre parcel and the Kiwanis 

recreation site. It is further suggested that the City Governimmt and the 

County Fair board conider the feasibility of an agreement, whereby the 

county Fair board retains ownership of the fairground; and the city maintains 

the property and has the rigl,ts of use of the property as a City Park through- 

out the year, except for the period when Cie County Fair is in operation. 

Nary McLean, Local Planning Administration, p. 263. 
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:Jame agreement should also be r?ached, clearly defining the responsibility of 

each agency in thi. development of facilities on this land. A large City Park 

on the north Eide of the city would provide much needed recreation facilities 

for the population in this arca where no such facilities hav,2 been provided 

to date. It is felt that with a large city park on the northeast side of the 

city and a large city park on the southwest side of the city, all segments 

of the population would be served. Of course, to aL.sure that all segments of 

the population are served, each of the two parks should be developed, well 

ainta..-, and provided with necessary equipment and facilities to assure 

their being used to their full potential. 

Small Parks 

The only facilities to date which have been developed primarily as small 

parks are the Virginia and Peace Parks located on Fast Ninth street. 

A riverside park is proposed, utilizing Little River, the river banks, 

and any land adjacent (heretofore unusable) which would complement the river- 

side park. It is further proposed that this riverside park terminate on the 

North at itiverside Cemetery and on the South at West Seventh Street Park. 

Playfields 

According to the standards, one playfield of 12-20 acres should serve 

a city of 15,000 to 25,000. date, there have been no facilities in 

Hopkinsville which would approach the standards of playfields. The new 

Senior High School, located in the south part of the City, will afford an 

excellent location for a playfield. 
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Playgrounds 

Playground facilities in the City of Hopkinsville have traditionally 

been associated with elementary schools. Of the eight playgrounds located 

in Hopkinsville, five are located at elementary schools. The remaining three, 

which are located at west Seventh Jtreet, East 18th Street, and West 18th 

Street, were given to the city by k. ti. uilgus. These areas must always be 

used as playgrounds, as iL was stated in will. 

A problem in developing a plan for playgrounds is this: how to provide 

adequate playground areas in the already developed areas of the city. 

In flopkinsville it is impractical to propose an overall policy of 

expanding all the existing playgrounds to the standards presented earlier in 

the report. In the first place, thu existing playgrounds do not form a good 

framework to build on, as they are not properly spaced. several are only 

1,000 feet apart while most standards allow for spacihg of playground areas 

of 3/4 to 1 mile apart. :;econdly, most of the existing play areas are sur- 

rounded by fairly high-priced properties. 

Public Buildings 

At the present time, tnere is an Urbia, :ienewal Project 

called the Dr. Bassett Urban i:enewal Project. It was started October 16, 1961 

and the proposed fulish date is May 1, 196i. This project is located on the 

north side of the Central Business District, and there are approximately 27 

acres in this area. 

Within this area, a complex of buildings will be constructed, among which 

will be a new City Hall, main fire station, and a shopping center. This 

addition to the Central Business District will keep the downtown area alive, 
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due to improved circulation for both cars and pedestrians. 

Thera were 71 non-white families and 39 single parsons displaced. To 

relocate the majority of these displaced people, a Public Housing Project 

was suggested, and that is noy completed. 'dais project will accommodate 

80 families. 

Riverside Cemetery 

The riverside Cemetery in located behind those properties fronting on 

the eaat side of North Main street, immediately north of the North Fork of 

Little River. The total acreage of the cemetery is 82 acres. Of that portion 

of the 82 acres which has been mapped, there remain 10,320 individual lots. 

It is estimated that portions of the Cemetery now unmapped will accommodate 

another 20,000 lots. Portions of the Cemetery halt,. not been usable, due to 

their being subject to flooding. It is assumed that the soil conservation 

program and its related flood control measures will render these areas flood- 

free and available for use as cemetery lots. 

Though the existing acreage in th Cemetery would make it adequate 

through the planning period, there are several shortcomings of the particular 

site. The principal shurtcoatings are lack of suitable access, lack of 

sufficient road frontage, and limited possibilities of expansion of the site. 

When t.le exi=ting Lem:story in no longer adequate and wnen additional lair: for 

this use must de acquired, it is suggested that consideration be oriented to 

the opanin of another cemetery in a different location. 

Thu Cemetery is bounded on tne West by expensive highway frontage, on 

tie .',outn by Little River, and on the East by the Louisville and Nashville 

iLailroad. Vacant land does exist to the North, but the cost of acquiring 

sufficient road frontage for adequate and attractive access for these lands 



would be so costly as to render such an undertaking impractical. 

id. the time an additional cemetery location is needed, the falowing 

factors should be considered: 

1) A future cemetery should not be in the immediate 
vicinity of commercial or industrial property. 

2) A future cemetery should be easily accessible. A 

location on one of the main radial city streets 
beyond the limits of development should provide 
good accessibility while affording an =congested 
rite. 

3) Expansion area should be available. 

4) Site should be attractive, level, or gently rolling 
with no underlying stone. 

Though the ultimate undertaking of an additional cemetery at another 

location has been proposed, it is not suggested that the improvement of the 

existing facilit: be ignored. It is sugg Aed that the City undertake a 

program of acquiring additional highway frontage b-twe.,7.n the existing 

Cemetery and North Main Street. 

The primary goal of such a program should be to enlarge and make more 

attractive th e:i.ting Cemetery entrance, the second step to ac:7uire proper- 

ties periodically along the frontage to open vistas into the Ct.letery. 



PUNIC IMPROVEMINTS PROGRAM 

The purpose of this study is to establish a listing and description of 

the various major public Jaw Nements and facilities, which should be pro- 

vided for within the planning area. 

The following proposals are in prior:ty based on relative need and 

justification. 

New Hopkinsville High School 

The now Hopkinsville High School is located on a 444 acre tract south 

of Sunset Park and northeast of Gateway Lane (Virginia Gardens Subdivision). 

the justification for this new high school is that HopVinsville is turning 

to a 6-3-3 school system, and at the present time there is no senior high 

school. 

At the present time, there is no existing playfield in Hopkinsville. 

This new site can accommodate a baseball diamond, six to ten tennis courts, 

two softball diamonds, a football stadium and quarter-mile track, and other 

related outdoor functions. 

Storm Sewers 

A very important need from which the complete city could benefit is 

storm sewers. :ach year the uncontrolled surface runoff floods residential 

property and carries away good top soil, leaving behind mud, trash, and new 

drainage paths through yards, which have to be reworked. 
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Schools 

ocnools come third because of the increasing number of students, 

therefore leading to expansion of existing structures. hooker T. Washington, 

Attucks high athool, Canton Heights, hhd 7irvinia Areet are all schools 

whose needs should be met in the immediate future. Their schoolrooms are 

overcrowded, and there are little or no plAygrounds, playfields, off-street 

parking, and in most instances the schools cover three-fourths of the 

existing sites. These schools will increase in enrollment as the future 

population increases, therefore showing the situation is a very important 

problem. 

£1aygrounds. None of the existing schools have sufficient playground 

space, with the exception of Indian hills School, which was recently con- 

structed. It is recommended that each school acquire additional land, not 

only for playgrou nd space, but to accommodate increased enrollment in the 

future. 

Hospitals 

As indicated in the Commuiiitj Facilities section, Jennie Stuart and 

brooks Le:aorial Hospitals are 125 beds short at present, and will need 90 

additional beds by 1980. Proposals are recommended to acquire additional 

land sufficient for expansion, as well as off-street parking spaces. These 

additions are a must to acc..amodate the future growth of the county. 

Urban Renewal 

The Dr. Bassett Urban Renewal area consists of 27 acres, and is located 

to the north of the Central business Listrict. The need for this project is 

that the existing Central Business District was dying because of the tremen- 
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clouts growth to the :outh phe little or no growth to the lorth. This new 

center will contain a new city hall, a main fire station, a complex of 

shopping structures, along with ample parking and good circulation. This, 

along with the new community college will help stimulate growth to the North 

and therefore, tend to balance out the future growth of the City. 

Small Parks (Neighborhood PArks) 

here are three existing small parks, of which two are located at 

East Ninth and Campbell Streets and the other at hest Ninth and our 

Streets. 

A small park is to be worked in with the Urban Renewal Area along the 

banks of North Fork Little aver. 

North Fork hater Shed Program 

This project was started to control the periodical floodings of 

hopAinsville. This project will reduce the flood level by approximately 

four (4) feet on North ForL, which should keep the flood elevation below the 

Central Business District and residential areas to the West and Southwest. 

This Water Shed Program does not control flooding of the South Fork Little 

River. 

South Fork Wat(.r. Shed Program 

There are several areas to the south and Southeast which are susceptible 

to flooding. By lowering the flood elevation approximately four (4) feet, 

much of the residential land now bAng left vacant and which ie good, flat 

resident"? land, can be developed. 
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Fire Sub - Station 

The location of the proposed fire sub-station is in the Indian Hills 

Shopping Center. The two exiting fire stAions are locate. East on Fort 

Campbell 3oulevard and o' the north side of the Central Business District. 

At the present time there is no fire sub-station located to the South and to 

the went side of the City to serve the in. reasing population. Therefore, the 

proposed fire station is mandatory within this location because of existing 

and future growth. 

Street Connections 

Fort Campbell boulevard to Campbell Street. The connection of Fort 

Campbell boulevard to Campbell street is primarily for relieving truck 

traffic from Walnut Street. The reasons for this are that Walnut Street is 

a res.dential street, and it has a junior-senior high school located on it. 

Public housing and Rehabilitation 

The recommended location for future public housing and rehabilitation 

would be in the Durretts Avenue section and along Wood Mill Road. This area 

is completely deteriorated, and most of the existing homes are dilapidated. 

Existing houses in these areas with minor renovations could be utilized 

through rehabilitation, and houses beyond improvement could be converted into 

public housing. Before the City can expand in t.hir direction, this 

deteriorated area will have to be improved. 

Library 

The existing library should be relocated within the planning period. 

A good location for this structure woad be within the Urban Renewal Areas 
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as this would tend to group all of the city's public buildings into one area. 

Through this grouping a more convenient and efficient circulation for cars 

and pedestrians would result. The location of the existing library ie eiffi- 

cult to get to, it does not provide off-street parking, and most important, 

it is not being adequately utilized by the City because of these incon- 

veniences. 

Street Connections 

west First Street. i,est First Street should be extended to North Drive. 

This extension will permit East-West transient traffic on U.S. 68 to travel 

through the City without going through the congested Central Business 

District. 

Community College 

An ideal location for the Community College would be to the North, 

adjacent to the Christian County Hieh school. )teaeone for this location are: 

it will help stimulate growth to the North, there will be easy access to the 

Central Business District and neighborhoods of the community, there is easy 

access to major thoroughfares on eacl. ride, the cAlege can be reached with- 

out going through the Central Business District, and there will be direct 

access tc the outer belt loop. 'Use, through this location there can be one 

centralized football stadium, auditorium, and other related activities which 

the college and Christian County High School could use jointly. 

Large Parks (Community Parks) 

Mu only existing area large enough that Hop::insville eoul, designate 

as a large park would be the Hopkinsville-Christian County Fairgrounds site. 



Therefore, two future recoee.eedseeons are made; a large park to be constructed 

oe the east side of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and to the north of 

Vine Street, and a large park to be constructed cn the west side of North 

Drive and to the north of Street. The locations of these two large 

parks along with the propobed playfield at the new HoekineAlle Nigh :school 

will be sufficient to eerve t.. 1:tiLufe ieek.:0 of the comatueity throug:1 the 

plahhilig period. 

Urban Renewal - 5th Street - 7th Street 

e recteenended urban renewal site woula be starting at the boundary of 

the existing Urban Renewal at Fifth Street and extending to Seventh Street. 

The following suggestions will result in better articulation to the existing 

Central business District. they are clearing the land, renovating the exist- 

ing Court House, and providing parking. Through this process tie Christian 

County Court eouse would became d focal point for the downtown area. 

Street Connections 

Canton Pike to Fourteenth Street. Canton Bike should be extended to 

i'eurteenth Street. It presently continues down Fifteenth Street to Main 

Street and doe: not extend beyond that point. Extending this to Fourteenth 

Street, whice is a througe street to Campbell Street, will give access to 

eazt-hest crosstown traffic eithout traveling through the Central Duainess 

District. 

South Main Street to Virginia Street. South Main Street should be 

extended to East 21st Street and Virginia Street, as this would comelete 

the one -way circulation through the Central business District, therefore, 

increasing the daily capacity of care through this area. 
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Pla,yfields 

There are no playfields at the present time in Hopkinsville which the 

high school age group can use. 

Therefore, two propcsals are recommended; one is a locetioa of a play- 

field at the new Hopkinsville High School, secondly, to acquire t.he additional 

land needed for this use at Attucks High chool. In this way, the two 

proposed playfields will be located in the forth and Louth sections of the 

City, which could IA utilized for future growth. 

Street Connections 

Inner and Outer Belt I22.2. It is reco.igended that the completion of 

the Inner and Outer belt loops will Le finished during th_ planning period. 

The present street circulation is inadcquaas and through the expected 

future growth, these belt loops should be constructed for ease of circulation 

from one neighborhood to the other. 

New Grade School 

A grade school should be located off Sanderson Drive during the planning 

period. A growth to warrant this school will be achieved through extending 

water and sewers to this area along with the new community cohere, which is 

proposed in this vicinity. 

Future dater and Sewerage 2xpansion 

Water and Sewage treatment pleat:. -11.1 have to be expanded during the 

planning period, because of future residential growth, industrial growth, 

and commcrcial growth, as was shown on pages .1L through 
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EFFECTUATING DEVICES 

In order to achieve the objectives of the city's plans, it is necessary 

to have a certain auount of public control over both public and private 

actions in the field of land develop...ant. These controls are zoning, sub- 

division regulation:, and Urban Renewal. 

1) oZ. The primary purpose of the zoning ordinance is to control 

the use of land within the city limits. The ordinance consists of a map 

showing ti. residential, commercial, and industrial districts of the city, 

and a text describing the uses which are permitted in each district. The 

ordinance is admintst,red b.; the building inspector, whose decisions may be 

appealed to the Board of Adjustment and to the courts. 

2) Subdivision Regulations. These regulations set up standards for the 

development of vacant lard within the city, and to a di:tance of three miles 

from the city limits. Their purpose is to assure that new developments, 

which will form a part of the city, or at least a part of the "urban area", 

will fit into the over-all development plan for the city. The regulations 

consist of two principal parts: one is a section on design standards which 

requires, for example, that lots be of a certain minimum size, that adequate 

drainage be provided, that the street layout conform to the Major Street Plan 

and to good subdivision practice, etc; the second is a section on physical 

improvements which requires that streets be paved, public water and sewerage 

be provided wherever possible, etc. The Subdivision regulations are adminis- 

tered by the Planning Commission which approves plats for recording if they 

meet the required standards. 

3) Urban Renewal. An Urban Renewal program is often necessary to rid 

the city of decaying or deteriorated areas that have often come about because 

of poor planning or the lack of it entirely. Urban Renewal, therefore, is a 
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means for the replanning of such ireas. Of course, an urban renewal under- 

taking should be based nn the general plan of the community. 

C'ZLUSION 

Alter arriving in Hoekinsville, the planning staff and director detected 

need for a general plan. this plan was of ere :t value to the city as it 

brought out future land use, how future population could be distributed, loca- 

tion of future streets and extensions of existing ones, location of future 

community facilities, and a listing in priority was completed for the fLture 

public i..provements program. rven though the plan brought out all of these 

elements, there were still rroblems wi-Lch had to be solved. 

"there were two types of problems determined while writing the report. 

One type will be remedied by the general plan, and the other required new and 

additional studies. The problems which could be remedied by the general plan 

included inadequate community facilities; subdivisions were being poorly de- 

signed; the parking was not convenient for t'e shrppers; and the traffic cir- 

culation was very bad in the central business district. 

In coping with these problemqoplannng studies were started immediately 

(or the inadequate community facilities. They were designed so the structure 

would not become inadequate a year after completion, and their services radius 

was delineated so one would not overlap the other. All subdivision plats 

were brought to the Planning Director for preliminary and final checking, be- 

fore bein" sublAtted to the planning commission. 3y bringing all t,e sub- 

divisions ur to the city's standards, they can then be annexed without bring- 

ing a new blighted area into the community. As for the traffic Nrobler" an 

inner and outer belt loop was rroposed for the city. T.e inner ',PIA loop will 

relieve traffic from the conjested central business district. The outer belt 
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1 op w 11 carry transit tr;1_Uic around the city, and will permit local traffic 

to travel from one neighborhood to ar.othrr. 

second type of problems involved substandard housing; and a general 

c.11(. d the floating budget. Te substandard housing which 

totals one-third of all t-e city's housrs became quite a problem. The .rethod 

wich was used in coping with this problem, besides Hchibilation and Public 

Housing, was a day by day procedure. Every time a deteriorated or dilapidated 

structure was vacated, the utility companies would not turn on any utilities 

for the new tenant, until the 3uilding Inspector and Planning Director would 

check for substandard conditions. The property owner would then be contacted 

and told that the structure had to be brought rp to the city's housing stand- 

ards, or it would be condemned and demolished. In this method, the people 

were never moved out into the streets or left homrless. The other problem 

was the city's floating budget, which was given special consideration. By 

having this floating budget, it is very hard to be accurate on the capital 

improvement prof,raming. This bud yet works very well for Hopkinsville, since 

they can shift the money from one section to another depending where it is 

needed the most. It should be pointed out, that this floating budget is not 

ideal. If graft, or a political rower block were in control of the budget, 

-r even a city planner, pressure could be put on the mayor and council to 

orget certain community facilities improve -. nts and shift all the money to 

benefit only themsvlves. 

While looking through the general plan, the section on population fore- 

cast could have been '.unproved. ForPcast)ng population is a very delicate 

thin~ since so many unforeseen conditions can alter the forecast. re method 

which was used was the natural increase (excess of births over deaths) an 

migration (displacement from one location to another). Migration is :enerally 
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the asst critical to yredict, since the gain or loss through population is 

related directly to job opportunities. Pven though there is a reasonable 

margin for errors it is possible to make estimates on a ,,,iven set of as- 

sumptions. Next time, instead of using me method, two or three methods 

will be computed and co pared before one is finally used. 

The city of Ho:kinsville used the 7C1 Urban Ylanning Grit in hiring a 

full time Planning Director and staff. It is ::.ore economical and beneficial 

to Hopkineville by securing plazinin7, services in this manner, as compared to 

hiring a consultant or a planning staff with only the city's Rinds. One rea- 

son could be that a consultant through periodical visits cannot becrrie as 

personal or acquire the attitude of the public as well as a resic!ent planning 

director. In tt.rn, their reports will be lacking, a certain quality by not 

beiag able to live vdth the city and watch it grow day by day. Also, it 
would be very expensive if HopkinsviLle would hire a full time planatng 

staff from their budget, as ccr,pared to utilizing tt-e 701 Urban Planning 

Grant in which the Federal Goverment pays 30 percent of the planning budget. 

Representing the state agency for planning in Hopkinsville is not an easy 

task, as the planning staff receives much criticism. This t: f criticism 

Ls expected since we .cork with the city on a day by day basis. In the long 

run, the city knows and appreciates that it has a full time professional 

staff at me fifth of the original cost. 

After being accepted ter the c-;ty, the next major problem was getting the 

public to accept and approve our co--.rrehensive plan. This was a difficult 

point, because every average community thinks that it has no inadequate or 

deficient facilities. As examples were cited in various neighborh-Nads and 

sections of the city, and explai:ied why these sections were ineequate, the 

people at first ignored the findings and thought that we were exaggerating 
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the existing conditions. As in most. COnr1 LlilitiPS, after it was brought to the 

public attention and they gave some thoudit to these conditions, they began 

to understand and tried to cope with these var:ous problems throughout the 

community. In esser:ce, I learned that t.'-e best way to --et new methods and 

ideas going was to merely suggest certain criteria, and thrn say no more 

on it. For exa-71e; at one nlanning c,-moission meeting,, I suggested that 

the banks along the river within the new Urban Renewal Project be landscaped 

into an attractive park-lik atmoephere, and then said nothing, more. In a 

couple of days, after they had remembered what had been suggested, they be- 

gan to expand on the idea, and in turn thought that they had started the 

whole thing. A little guidance or prompting in tits way can be very effec- 

tive. S nee they thought the idea was tneirs, it is turned over to me for 

c---Tpletion. It had been ol nleted before it was ever suggested, but in this 

ray there will be no o-osition tie community. ay being well informed 

from this and different methods, the public will not only support plarinin,, 

thereby heloin- themselves, but will make the city a more desirable and 

attractive place to live. 

Hopkinsville as of now has a general plan, which they ca.i ::se to their 

benefit if so desired. But, there is the rower block in H-lokinsville which 

has control of the city, and they believe since the city was good enough for 

them in the past twenty years without planning, it will also be Prod enough 

for the next twenty years. Outside of the local per block and political 

faction, the business men and much of the public are for planning. The main 

difference between these two groups are; the pawr block and political fac- 

tion want the profit for themselves, and if it helps the city in some way 

fine. The local bi,s ness men and general public who do not control land or 

own blighted areas, are for tie general welfare of the cornuat ty. The local 
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banks in flopkinaville own murk of the existing land and are also the city's 

power block. It is pretty hard to fight the bankss since they lo-,n and 

practically own private and public interests. Unless this trend is brokcns 

Hopkinsville mill never progress to a thriving city. It wi 11 keep progres- 

sing only when the bankers can make maximum profit. This is a sad situaticns 

but one which several communities will have to live with until power blocks 

are overclme with solid city planning backed by the public. 



100 

Looks 

1. bartnolomew, Harland. Land Use in American Cities. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1955. 

2. Gallion, Arthur B. The Urban rattern. Princeton: L. Van Nostrand 
Company, 1950. 

3. McLean, Mary. Local Planning Administration. Chicago: The International 
City Managers' Association, 1959. 

II 

Periodicals, Journals, iUbLications of Professional 
Organizations 

1. Public Information Service. Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

2. Smith, Wilbur. Iranspertation Plan. Narnville: Wilbur Smith & Associ- 
ates, 1962. 

3. Soil Conservation Service. Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

III 

Government and State Bulletins 

1. 

2. 

Auncy, Dorothy A. Lpoice for Industries. Urban Land institute. Washing- 

Bulletin No. 23. 

ton, D.C.: 1954. 

Space for Industry. Urban Land Institute Technical 
Washington, D.C.: July, 1954. 

3. ieag,,n, iusseil L. Vital DtatiLtics :reports. Kentucky State Department 
of Health. Frankfort: December 1, 1951. 

4. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. Kentucky State Department 
of Health. Frankfort: October 1, 1952. 

5. Teague, hussell E. Vital Statistics Reports. Kentucky State Department 
Health. Frankfort: February 1, 1954. 

6. Teague, hussell h. Vital statistics Reports. Kentucky State )epartment 
of Health. Frankfort: October 1, 1954. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY (conel.) 

Government and State Bulletins 

7. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. 
of Health. Frankfort: October 15, 1955. 

8. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. 
of Health. Frankfort: Harch 1, 1957. 

9. Teague, !lumen. 2. lital St.Air-Ace Aoports. 

of Health. Frankfort: April 1, 1958. 

10. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. 
:/f Health. Frankforc: April 1, 1959. 

11. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. 
of Health. Frankfort: March 1, 1960. 

12. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics Reports. 
of Health. Frankfort: January 1, 1961. 

13. Teague, Russell E. Vital Statistics kports. 
of Health. Frankfort: July 1, 1962. 

101 

Kentucky State Department 

Kentucky State Department 

Kentucky Gtatc.: Pedartment 

Kentucky State Lepartment 

Kentucky State Department 

Kentucky State Department 

Kentucky :late Department 

14. 1960 U.S. Census of Population. Washington, D.C.: 
Commerce, 1960. 

Department of 



PROBLEMS AND TECHNIQUES IN 
COORDINATING MULTIPLE PLANNING PROJECTS 

IN A LOCAL COIMUNITY: 
A STUDY OF HOPKINSVILLE, KTINTUCKY 

by 

RAYWWD L. EATON 

B. Arch., Kansas State University, 1962 

AN ABSTRACT OF A '(ASTER'S TIMIS 

submitted in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the degree 

'MASTER r)F REGIONAL PLANNING 

Department of Architecture and Allied Arts 

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Manhattan, Kansas 

1963 



The purpose of this study is to formulate, organize, and set down in 

one publication a community's planning goals and the standards, objectives, 

and proposals for the development of the entire urbanized area of the com- 

munity over a period of approximately two decades. This study will assemble 

pertinent information and materials from the community's basic planning 

studies and comprehensive plan elements, coordinate this information for 

those materials, and fill in any gaps or omissions revealed in the communi- 

ty's comprehensive planning program in order that all aspects and elements 

of the program can be implemented in a hamonious and logical manner. 

The procedure followed was compiling all information from the initial 

studies (population forecast, existing land use map, existing land use analy- 

sis, economic base), detailed studies (parking studies), and effectuating 

devices (subdivision, zoning, urban renewal); from this data the three 

specialized plans or elements were derived. They are: Land Use Plan, 

Major Thoroughfare Plan, and Community Facilities Plan. 

In summary, Hopkinsville is one of the most progressive communities in 

Kentucky. Besides being a county seat and drawing from a large hinterland, 

its tourist trade is one of its main generators. It has a very stable and 

expanding economic base, and over the past decade the city has gained 7,000 

people. This tremendous growth was brought about by annexation, new indus- 

tries, expansion of Fort Campbell, and strip commercialism. By 1980 Hopkins- 

ville will increase approximately P,700 in population within the planning 

area. 

The existing land uses have been compared to 28 average American cities, 

and the results showed Hopkinsville was not lacking in any aspect. 

The traffic circulation in Hopkinsville is far below standard. The City 

and the City Planner are coordinating ideas with :ilbut amith and Associates 



in devising a new major thoroughfare plan. 

The community facilities outlook is good for Holkinsville, as they are 

expanding existing hospitals, schools, and other inadequate community 

facilities. 

The effectuating devices used in bringing about these future proposals 

and controlling private and public interests are urban renewal, subdivision 

regulations, zoning and public improvement programs. 


