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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM

Persons who have seen Billy Graham and those who have heard Billy
Sunday are among those who have asked this question: "How did they per-
suade their audiences so effectively in their respective crusades? Is
there an explanation as to why people came forward when they issued their
invitations?" The student of rhetoric is not satisfied with generali-
zations such as: "It is the work of God", or "It is the Holy Spirit
that calls men and women," or "The voice of God called them to repent-
ance."” The student of rhetoric recognizes that there is in each of these
conversion situations relationships among the speaker, the audience, the
occasion, and the message. He also recognizes that the speaker has cer-
tain concepts or beliefs which he tries to persuade his audience‘to
accept in order to be "saved."

These concepts are supported by the use of various forms of logical
proof, which includes both reasoning and evidence. Supporting materials
also serve as the developers of ideas because they amplify, clarify, and
intensify a stated premise. If the traditional teaching of rhetoric is
valid, there should be a distinguishable relationship between the use of
the logical mode of reasoning, together with its supporting materials,
and the audience's immediate response. When Billy Graham or Billy Sun-
day stated that the audience had sinned, they gave reasons to demonsirate
this. When they asked for a person to receive Jesus Christ or be damned,
we would expect them to support this premise with convincing reasoning

and supporting material, among other things. How then, did the revival



preachers use the logical mode of persuasion in convincing those thous~

ands of persons who came forward in their New York meetings to testify

to their faith and conversion? This problem initiated this study.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of this study was based on a review of the litera-
ture which indicated that general, descriptive studies had been done on
the evangelists, but there was no specific comparative approach done on
their use of the logical modes of persuasicn,

Further investigation revealed that no books wére written on Billy
Sunday's New York Campaign, and that several biographies of the Graham
Crusade had been written, but they were not analytical nor critical. No
theses or doctoral studies had been done on their major campaigns in
New York.,

This study is based-on two men who were evangelists and preached
in the same town. The study will indicate whéther there were similar-
ities in their organization in conducting a crusade, whether they had
comparable doctrines, whether they used the logical mdde in a similar
way, and whether they received similar audience responses.

Further support for the importance of doing such a comparative
study can be found in statements that both evangelists made about the

New York Crusades as being the most important revival they had conducted.l

lThis was found through comparing the articles from the New York
Times on April 8, 1917, on Billy Sunday to articles on May 17, 1957 on
Billy Graham.



REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

William Ellis' Billy Sunday: The Man and the Message,2 was the only

authorized biogrsphy that Billy Sunday allowed to be published with his
approval. This 191L edition of his life gave valuable descriptions of
the evangelist's use of language, delivery, and creedal statements con-
cerning his basic ideas. 1t was not a rhetorical or eﬁen critical study,
but it had sermon excerpts which helped in understanding what the evan-
gelist preached. Illustrations, statistics, and pithy statements, among
other forms of support, were included in this book. The book gave ser-
mon transcriptions which helped to establish textual consistency of the
New York sermons because the same sermon. excerpts wefe used in the New

York campaign. Theodore T. Erandenberg's The Spectacular Career of Billy

Sundsy Famous Baseball Evangelist3, Homer Rodeheaver's Twenty Years With

Billy Sundayh, were adulatory works rather than critical reviews. The
writers were personal friends of Billy Sunday and they gave an insight
to his personality through the conversational exanples given in these

biographies, William McLoughlin's Billy Sunday Was His Real Nameg, was

the only doctoral work on Billy Sunday. McLoughlin went to every city

2 _
William T. Ellis, Billy Sunday: The Man and the Message, (John C.
Winston: Philadelphia, 191L}.

3Theodore T. Frandenberg, The Spectzcular Career of Billy Sunday
Famous Basevball Evangelist, (Columbus, Chio: 1913).

hHomer Rodeheaver, Twenty Years With Billy Sunday, (Winona Lake,
Indiana: 1936).

sWilliam McLoughlin, Billy Sunday Was His Real Name, (University
of Chicago Press: Chicago, 1955).




where Sunday conducted major crusades and collected data on the evangelist.
He analyzed all available data at the Billy Sunday Historical Museum at
Winona Lake Indiana, and had interviews with Sunday's widow. Other bqoks
which covered the life of Sunday were described as inadequate by McLou-
ghlin because they are generai surveys rather than critical analysis of

the preacher.6 Gordon Langley Hall's The Sawdust Trail,7 was a survey

of the methods, characteristics, and settings of the evangelistic meet-
ings of D.L. Moody, Aimee Semple McPherson, Billy Sundzy, and Billy Gra-

ham, The book gave valuable statistics on the meelings of Sunday and

8

Graham. John E. Baird's The Preaching of William Frarif.in Graham,”~ was

a general biography of the evangelist's ministry and background. He
had a section on the modes of persuasicn used by Billy Grzham, which
gave details.'on the evangelist's use of supporting materials and the
reasoning modes, but the major part of his work was devoted to stylistic

qualities. Lawrence L. Lacour's A Study of The Revival Method in America

William Mcloughlin, Modern Revivalism, (Ronald Press: New York,

1959), p. 315.

7Gordon Langley Hall, The Sawdust Trail, (Macrze Smith Co: Phila-
delphia, 1961).

8John E. Baird, The Preaching of William Franklin Graham, Doctoral
Dissertation, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 1959.

This dissertation gave essentially the same results as were found
in Lacour's study especially on the importance of the trend of evangelism
that influenced the content of the speaker's sermons. His emphasis was
mainly centered on Graham's usage of words, adjectives, and other stylis-
tic qualities.




Reference to Billy Sunday, Aimee Semple McPherson and Billy Graham,9 ana-

lyzed criteria such as the audience and the times during which periods
the evangelists preached. Lacour mainly wrote on the revival methods,
similarities of delivery, use of emotional excess, and trend of crusade
organization that characterized the history of revival. It was import-
ant in considering the historical relationships existing between the
Billy Sunday and the Billy Graham Crusades. Glenn O'Neal's An Analysis

of Certain Rhetorical Factors Used by Billy Graham in the 1949 Los Angeles

Meetings,lo was a thorough rhetorical analysis of the way the evangelist
used the logical, ethical and emotional modes of persuvasion. The main
part of the analysis was devoted to evaluating rhetorical devices such

as climax, restatement, maxim, and illustration. This study was valua-
ble in that it gave a standard of devices which could be re-examined

at a later period in order to note any change in the evangelist's trend
of speaking. 0'Neal did not mention any other evangelist in relation to

Mr. Graham. DonaldWaite's The Evangelistic Speaking of Billy Graham,11

established criteria for evaluating the evangelist in teims of the aud-
ience, the occasion, and the speaker. He examined the modes of persua-
sion and stated that Graham mainly relied on the deductive pattern in

his sermons. He did not relate his analysis of Billy Graham to any

9Lawrence L. Lacour, A Study of The Revival Method in America With
Special Reference to Billy Sunday, Aimee Semple McPherson, and Billy Graham,
Doctoral Dissertation, Northwestern University, 1956.

10Glenn 0'Neal, An Analysis of Certain Rhetorical Factors Used By
Billy Graham in the 1909 los Angeles Meetings, University of Southern
California, Los Angeles, 1957.

llDonald Waite, The Evangelistic Speaking of Billy Graham, Doctoral
Dissertation. Purdue University, 1961.




previous evangelist. His findings on Graham when compared to O!'Neal's
study demonstrated a change in the evangelisi'e style from 1949 to 1960.
This study was important in establishing the transition that was in
Graham's sermons which were preached in the New York Crusade in 1957.

Robert C. Wickman's A Rhetorical Analysis of the Sermon Preached by
11

Billy Graham at Yankee Stadium, New York City, described briefly the

happenings at the New York City Crusade and also gave a description of
the immediate setting of the social conditions of the time. Wickman's
work centered around analyzing the one sermon given at Yankee Stadium
on the clesing day of the crusade, and for this reason it was not a
thorough analysis of the evangelist's total persuasive techniques which
were vsed in the New York revival.

The basic book that covered the writings, books, and other works

on Billy Sunday and Billy Graham was William McLoughlin's Modern Revival-

igg.lz McLoughlin surveyed every work that had been done on both evangel-
ists. He analyzed the information on Billy Sunday which was at Winona
Lake, Indiana, as previously stated. He had personal interviews with
Billy Graham and his staff. Full access to Graham's sermons and mater-
ials used in the major crusades was accorded him in his research. He

had reviewed the writings of others who have done work on the evangel-~
ists, except what is reviewed in this thesis in the fomm of previous

theses and dissertations. This work was used primarily as the most

llRobert C. Wickman, A Ehetorical Analysis of the Sermon Preached
by Billy Grasham at Yankee Stadium, New York City. Master's Thesis, Bowl-
ing Green University, 1957.

2
William Mcloughlin, Modern Revivalism, (Konald Press: New York,

1959).



authoritative source from which material was checked for accuracy.
Other works which did not analyzé the evangelists as objectively

as those reviewed above, will be indluded in an annotated bibliography.



CHAPTER II.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this study was to evaluate and cbmpare Billy Sun-
day and Billy Graham with respect to their use of the logical mode of
persuasion and supporting materials in their respective New York Cru-
sade sermons. This particular question was chosen for these reasons:

New York City was one city in which both evangelists held major
crusades -- Eilly Sunday in 1917 and Billy Graham in 1957.

Both evangelists had preached for some years before their New
York Crusades, and had had a chance to mature in their concepts.

The organizational techniques that were used in their campaigns
wvere similar.

They had similar religious convictions on a number of theological
issues, including, for example, sin,repentance, atonement, salvation,
and conversion, as indicated in the literature.

They had comparable results in that thousands of 1isteners came

"forward" at their meetings.



METHODS

The methods used in this study included both historical and rhetorical
research methods and included the following specific steps.

A survey of the literature was made in order to determine an area @out
the evangelists to study.

Various authors, such as Alan H, Monroel, Wayne C, Ninnickg, and
Robert B. Huber3, were consulted on definitions of the logical modes of
persuasion, Alan Monroe supplied definitions for organizational patterns
.such as time, space, cause-effect, problem-solution, and special topical
sequence. Monroe was also consulted on definitions of supporting materials
such as illustrations, statistics, testimony, comparisons, and specific
examples, among other lypes of supporting materials, Robert Huber's defini-
tions were used in this study to define the meaning of deductive, inductive,
causal and analogous reasoning.

Billy Sunday and Billy Graham were analyzed and compzred on their use
of the following divisions as they related to the logical mode of persuasion.
(1) Their basic theological premises on subjects such as God, Jesus Christ,
the Bible, Man, Death and Beyond, and Conversion were analyzed and compared

for similarities and differences, Definitions for the above subjects were

A 1Monroe, Alan H,, Principles and Types of Speech, 5th ed.
(Scott, Foresman and Co: Chicago, 1962).

2Minnick, Wayne C., The Art of Persuasion, (Hougrton Miffin Co:
Boston, 1957).

3Huber, Robert B.,, Influencine Through Argument, (David McKay Co:

New York, 1963).
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supplied by Harold W, Tribble's, Our Doctrines.l!

(2) The next step involved the comparison of five selected sermons from
the New York Crusade of Billy Sunday to five sermons from the New York
Crusade of Billy Grsham in order to determine what organizational patterns
were used.5 The organiﬁational patterns were time, space, cause-effect,
problem-solution, and special topical sequence used in the comparison of
the evangelists.

(3) A critical evaluation of the evengelists' use of the logical modes

was presented next. The lingical modes were defined as deductive, inductive,
causal, and reasoning from analogy. Two levels of argument were analyzed
and classified as main divisional argumertsand sub-divisional arguments.

(k) Supporting materials were examined and evaluated, such as illustrations,
Scriptures, statistics, testimcny, and comparisons among cther types of
supporting materials.,

(5) The last step was to draw conclusions from the available data.

—————————

L
Tribble, Harold W., Our Doctrines, (Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board: Nashville, 1936).

SThe original intent of the investigaticn was to compare the first weeks!
sermons of both evangelists. Graham's sermcns were easily obtained from his
Minneapolis headquarters. There wersno svailable sermons on Sunday so sermons
used in his 1922 Indianapolis Crusade were studied. The five sermons select-
ed were found to be identical in content to excerpts oublished in the New York
Herald and New York Times . It was discovered that Sunday used the same
serrmons from Crusade to Crusade, so this would account for the similarity of
the sermons, This came from comparing Sunday's sermons printed in Ellis! book,
Op. cit., with the New York Times and the Indianapolis sermons.




11

(6) An appendix was prepared and sermon outlines along with two full content
sermons were included as reference materials,
(7) An annotated bibliography was prepared based on books, newspaper articles,
theses and dissertations relevant to this study.
Letters were written to the New York State University at Buffalo,
Union Theological Seminary, New York State Library, Moody Pible College of
Chicago, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, Billy Sunday
Historical Museum at Winona Lake, Indiana and Billy Graham's Evangelistic
Headquerters at Minneapolis in order to get materials on the evangelists.
Books and microfilms were purchased that were relevant to this study.
Biographical material and information were obtained from Manhattan

Bible College, Kansas State University, Manhattan Public Library, and

Topeka Public Library.



MATERTALS

Full content manuscripts were received from the Billy Graham Head-
quarters in Minneapolis. Tape recordings of these sermons were obtained
from the Southern Baptist Tehological Seminarylat Louisville.

Full content semons used in Sunday's New York Crusade were obtained

through John R. Rice's The Best of Billy Sunday (Sword of the Lord Pub-

lisheres: Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 1965).
Additional coverage of Billy Sunday's sermons and Billy Graham's

sermons was provided by articles in Time, Life, New York Times, New York

Herald, Christian Herald, and Post.

12
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CHAPTER III

BIOGRAPHY OF BILLY SUNDAY

Billy Sunday was born in 1863, at Ames, Iowa, just one month after
his father was killed in action during the Civil War. His mother kept
the family together, but when financial reverses came during the depression
of the 1870's, he was sent to an orphanage with his two brothers.,

He lived at the orphanage during his teens and later worked at driving
a hearse for an undertaker. During his time off, he would play baseball
with local teanz., A sccut from the Chicago White Sox signed Billy and nhe
plaved professional baseball for seven years.l One Sunday afternoon in
1890, while he was in Chicago with some of his team mates, an event
occurred which caused his conversion, "The men sat on the curb at the
corner of State and Van Buren streets listening to a band of singers from
the Pacific Garden Mission, One man seated among the ball players on the
curb had been deeply stirred. The old gospel songs had aroused in him
memnories of the old home back in Iowa, of his mother singing those same
songs, and of his mother's prayers and faith, Rising from his seat on
the curb, Billy Sunday turned to his companions. ‘'Boys', he said, 'I'm
through, This is the parting of the ways. I'm going with them, 112

He started working for the ¥.M.C.A, after his release from the base-
ball team because he wanted to be in a religious type of occupation. His

1William T. Fllis, Billy Sunday: The Man and The Message, (dJohn C.

Winston: Philadelphia, 191L), p. Ll.

2William McLoughlin, Modern Revivalism, (Ronald Press Co.: New York,
1959) 9 pa 1103-
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pay was $33.33 a month in contrast to his $500.00 a month while playing
with the team. It was at the Y.M.C.A., that Billy became acquainted with
Wilbur Chapman, who was a popular evangelist. Chapman was looking for an
evangelistic assistant and Billy was hired and worked as his advance agent.
Sunday did all of the preparatory work such as hall rental, newspaper no-
tices, trzining committees, and master of ceremonies at the Chapman meet-
ings. Occasionally, he would fill the pulpit when Chapman was sick or

had arrived late. In 1895, Chapman decided to become the pastor of Bethany
Church in Philadelphia and this caused Sunday to begin evangelistic
preaching on his own, bccause he was out of a job., He received an in-
vitation to come to Garner, Iowa and held a revival on January 8, 1896.

One hundred conversions and a love offering of $68 were the results. This
was the first time he had led a revival and after this he began preaching
a2ll over the midwest in Towa, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, and Colorado.

Sunday had little formal education, but he did attend high school
for two years., During the winter of 1887-1888, Billy enrolled at Evanston
Academy, which was the preparatory school for Northwestern University,
and he took a course in speech while at the academy. The next winter, he
studied the Bible at the Chicago Y.M,C.A.

In 19G3, Billy Sunday was ordained a minister in the Chicago Pres-
bytery of the Presbyterian Chruch. As a result of his evangelistic
efforts, Dr. R.M, Russell, president of Westminster College, New Wilming-
ton, Pennsylvania, presented him with honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
on June 13, 1912.

After preaching in the small towns during the first part of his

ministry, he began to accept invitations to preach in larger cities as
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his popularity grew. He was invited to hold a ten week revival in 1917
in New York by the New York Ministerial Association. It was estimated
that 98,264 persons had come forward by the end of this crusade. Sunday
gave the entire offering, amounting to $126, L85.00, to the Y.M.C.A. and
the Red Cross.

He continued his preaching career by holding crusades at Los Angeles,
Washington, Chicago, Norfolk, Cincinnati. It was estimated that he held
approximate}y threé hundred revivals during the course of his forty-year
career, His last sermon was preached at a church in Mishawaka, Indiana,
on October 27, 1935, Ten days later, on November 6, 1935, he died of a

heart attack in Chicago and was buried in the Forest Lawn Cemetery.
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BIOGRAPHY OF BILLY GRAHAM

William Franklin Graham, Jr. was born on November 7, 1918, on a
dairy farn near Charlotte, North Carolina. He grew up and attended grade
school and high school in the same community.

Billy Graham wanted to be a baseball player, but he became a mini-
ster after his conversion during a revival meeting,

The entire Graham family attended the Sharon Presbyterian Church in
Charlotte, North Carolina, where Billy was driiled in the fresbyterian
catechism. This area was noted for its revivals and it was at one such
revival, conductéd by Mordecai F. Ham, who was a revival minister, that
Grahsm was converted., "It's diffiqult to describe the experience of
convérsion. My heart was lifted and T was a different person."1

After graduation from high school, he attendec Bob Jones University
in Greenville, South Carolina, for a fall term, He enrolled in the Flor-
ida Bible Institute at Tampa, Florida, and graduéted in 1940 wifh a B.A,
in the ministry. While attending Florida Bible Institute, he held re-
vivals in Southern Baptist churches in the Tampa, Florida region. Because
he was reared as a Presbyterian and had been sprinkled in infancy, he was
immersed into the Baptist church at Tampa after one of his revivals.
Several months after this, he became a candidate for the Baptist ministry
and was ordained into the Southern Baptist ministry in 1940,

He later entered Wheaton College at Wheaton, Illinois, where he met
and married Ruth McCue Bell in 1943. He received a second B.A. at this.
college in anthropology,

After graduating from Wheaton Collzge, he served a small pastorate

1Stanley High, Billy Graham, (New York: 1956), p. 18.
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at Western Springs, Illinois and had a weekly radio broadcast called
"Songs in The Night." He became vice-president of the newly formed
"Youth For Christ" movement and traveled with this organization from 1943
to 1948 to every major city in the United States, establishing.clubs and
holding Y.F.C. rallies. He left Y.F.C. and the pastoral ministry in
Tllinois in order to conduct his first city-wide revival at Los Angeles,
California. His Los Angeles crusade broughtAhim to national prominence,
This was the beginning of his city revivals which carried him to major
cities such as Portland, Minneapolis, Atlanta, Memphis, Chattanooga,
Dzllas, St. Louls, Houston, Nashville, New Orleans, and Boston. He was
invited to come to New York and hold a revival by the New York Council
of Churches in 195L., The tenative date was set for May, 1957. Graham
preached for ten weeks and an estimated fifty-eight thousand came forward.
Graham has had crusades in other major American cities, suéh as
Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, Birmingham and Portland, Oregon, as well
as overseas in the years since the New York Crusade. Since he ié now
orly L8 vears old and still very active, it is impossible to predict

what the total impact of his ministry will eventually be.



CHAPTER IV
BACKGROUND OF THE NEW YORK CRUSADES
BACKGROUND OF THE BILLY SUNDAY CRUSADES
To understand the sermons of Billy Sunday we must look at four fac-
tors which constituted the general setting of the crusade. These factors

were the speaker, the audience, the occasion, and the message.

The Speaker. Billy Sunday was invited to come to New York'by the New
York Ministerial Asséciation for a ten week revival campaign beginning
on April 8, 1917. He prepared to conduct the revivalfby bringing with
him two hundred semmon outlines from which to preach.1

His attitude towards the importance of the crusade was emphasized
by his assertion that New York Cityws the apex of any evangelistic effort
because this city was the economic, cultural, and communications center
of America.? _

Billy Sunday had been actively.preéching in the evangelistic field
since his first revival at Garner, Towa on January 9; 1896. He was fifty-
five years old at thé time of the New York Crusade and had beén preaching-

for twenty-one years before he came to New York to hold a revival.

The Audience. The New.York Times described the audience'that\attended

the meetings as generally middle-class persbns. The newspaper also ob-

served that the hard-core sinners, alcoholics, and lower-class people to

J'I"choughl:‘Ln, Op. cit., p. 161. Boston Herald, January 7, 1917, pehe
%New York Times,  April 8, 1917, p. 22.

18



which Sunday referred in his sermons were only a small segment of the

3

crowd.
The audience reaction at the meetings was described as including the

entire range of emotions from crying at a story of a dying Christian to
loud, boisterous laughter and applause'at some humorous anecdote. The
audience was also pictured as those who went to see a good show and to be
entertained. The evangelist admonished the audience to remain absolutely
guiet with no moving around, no talking, no sleeping, and no babies crying
during his sermon, or he would ask them to leave the tabernacle,

| That segment of the audience that responded to the invitation of the
evangelist was described as being cheerful and having a smile on their

L

faces generally, rather than being sorrowful or crying.

The Cccasion. The social condition which existed at that time and formed

the general setting was the preoccupation of the people with the issue of
war with Germany. Sunday began his crusade two days before Congfess dec~
lared war on Germany, and the first week's sermons were filled with con-
stant allusions to the war with Germany.

The specific setting of the crusade was a wooden tabernacle_that
was located on a vacant lot at 168th Street and Broadway. 1t was con-
structed at 2 cost of $65,000 and held eighteen thousand persons. The
floors were liﬁed with sawdust to keep the noise of the people walking
on the wooden floor from disturbiﬁg the meeting.

The committees thét were delegated to be in charge of the physical

arrangements consisted of the following groups: executive, music, prayer-

3Ibid.; p. 22.
hgllis, Op. cit., p. 16h. McLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 213.
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meeting, building, finance, businessmehfs.work, businesswomen's work,
mirsery, personal work, ushers!', secfeta;ies', éhopwork, extension,
printing, publicity, students' work, boy's and'girls{ work, young people's
work, entertainment, and transportation.5 These various divisions of the
organization of the crusade were staffed by the Sunday party and S0,000
volunteer workers. |

The tabernacle was filled with wooden chairs and they were arranged
for immediate accessibility to the aisles. Flags, posters, floﬁers, music,
and notable personalities such as John M. Studebaker, H. J. Heinz, William
Jennings Bryan, William Lyon Phelps, énd representation from the New York
Ministerial Association were among the immediate constituents of the set-
ting;

The persons that were on the platform were local dignitaries. Their
presence was a positive public relations eveﬁt. Groups and committees
who had given flowers or who had worked on the tabernacle and thbse who
sang in the choir came to the nightly meetings and brouéht their friends,

The purpose of the occasion was to unite the churches in an organized
effort to arouse religious interest and ﬁo f£i1l the churches in the down-
town area., Interviews with the local ministers indicated that fhis was
accomplished.6 \

The success of his appeals was demonstrated by the ninety-eight

thousand persons who responded by coming forward at his invitation.

S;&\Latc‘nman--E)caminer, February 2L, 1916, p. 232.

6McLoughlin, Op. cit., pp. L15-419,
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The Message. The New York Times made this comment on the contents of

Sunday's messages: "He went on in his usual manner, 'sticking to his
crowd if not to his text,' as he phrases it and before dong he was back
at his favorite topics, shouting invectives at the liquor traffic and
begging men to be kind to their wives,"T Sunday began his sermons from
a scriptural text and then proceeded to develop his sermon by applying it
to the immediate audience. The themes were generally centered on Jesus
Christ and his redemption. Other themes such as God's love, hell, and
liquor received considerable repetition, as stated above.

One critical source indicated that the contents of the messages and
the delivery of the messages were profane as suggested in this passage:
"The vulgarity of his utterances shocks people of refinement, The fam-
iliarity, bordering on the blasphemous, with which he speaks of the
sacred person of Christ is an affront and an insult to Catholic souls.,
He avoids the discussion of certain subjects in that he confines himself
to denying moral abuses and advocating clean standards of conduct."8
This article called his utterances profane while others asserted that
he was simply plain and down to earth in his utterances.

The above sources indicate that his messages were simple, confined

to the gospel, based on familiarity, and practical.

7New York Times, April 12, 1917, p. 22.

8New York Times, April 8, 1917, p. 16.
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BACKGROUND OF THE BILLY GRAHAM CRUSADES

In addition to knowing the cultural background of the man, Billy
Graham, it is important to understand the social and political events im-
mediately preceding the New York Crusade. This knowledge enables one to
view the emotional climate of the crusade with more objectivity and gives
one a better basis for evaluating the speaker's message and_the audience
response. What were some of the events which influenced the New York
Crusade?

The immediate elemenls which composed the setting of the Billy
Graham Crusade were the speaker, the audience, the occasion, and the
message.

The Speaker.,  The New York Council of Churches extended an invitation

to Billy Graham to hold a six-week's revival in Madison Square Garden be-
ginning on May 17, 1957. He went to New York with semons for the six-

week period, When the crusade was extended for another six weeks, he pre-
pared his sermons during the afternoon of the evening that he was to deliver
it.

Billy Graham referred to this crusade as the most difficult under-
taking of his evangelistic career, He asserted that he went to New York
with fear and trembling because of the seriousness of the event.?

He had been engaged in evangelistic preaching since 1945 and entered
city-wide evangelism in 19L9 with his Greater Los Angcles Crusade. He was
thirty-four years old at the time of his ¥ew York Crusade and had been
preaching for eleven years before his invitation to hold a revival in New

York.

New York Times, May 17, 1957, p. l.
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The Audience. McLoughlin described the persons who attended Graham's

meetings as, "....made up overwhelmingly of persons already in church or

attending church regularly."lo The Christian Century described the audi-

ence as, "....simple, staid, sure, saved of the retrogressive churches

who held the field."ll Life estimated that, "Of the New York area's six
million non-churchgoers, about one in 4O had actually gone to the Garden,"12
Life also asserted that the bulk of the revival attendance was from out of
town.13 There were no available statistics on the ages, jobs, or social
classification of the audience other than the implication that they were

generally middle class, Protestant church attendants,

The Occasion. The social condition existing at thet time and forming the
general setting were the military ams race, the Cold War with Communism
in the Latin American countries, the international tension arising out:.
of newly-formed African states, and the enforcement of civil riéhts legis-
lation in particular states.

The specific sétting of the New York Crusade was Madison Square
Garden which rented for $622,960.83., This auditorium held a capacity
audience of nineteen-thousand,

The committees which Billy Graham used weredescribed as, "....

modeled,...directly upon that of Billy Sunday. He expanded his team,

10McLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 513.
11Christian Century, August 7, 1957, p. 933.

1215 re, July 1, 1957, p. 86-92.

13£§}g., pp. 86-92.
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the exact counter-part of the Sunday Party, from five to thirteen in these
years, and it later reached as high as thirty—five.”l3 Graham was similar
to Sunday in that he was fundamental in doctrine, but modern in crusade

techniques, as one source indicated.lh

The services of the evangelist contained the elements of a Protestant
worship service, and included group singing, prayer, choir misic, sermon,
and invitation. Behind Graham sat representatives from govermment and
business, and ministers from the churches of New York City. The pulpit was
surrounded by flowers, and a huge sign which said "Jesus Christ is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life" hung over the banisters on the level behind the
evangelist in full view of the audience,

The purpose of the occasion was based on the condition that the
urban churches were losing membership and church attendance was decreasing,
In order to reach the masses in their c¢ity, they were willing to cooperate
with Graham towards reaching those persons through city-wide calling,
visitation, and evangelism, Follow-up surveys found that the churches
had increased attendance as a result of the crusade.15

The success of the evangelist's appeals was demonstrated by the
result that an estimated fifty-eight thousand persons had responded by the

end of the crusade,

1
3McLoughlin, Op. cit., p. L35.

thnited Evangelical Action, November 15, 195L, p. 13.

15Time, February 11, 1957, p. 56.
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The Message. Life gave a description of persons who came forward at

the Graham meetings, and asked two church leaders, Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr
and Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, to give an analysis of Graham's messages.
Dr. Niebuhr, Vice President, Union Theological Seminary, New York City,

made this comment:

"Graham admits that success eluded him until he could
say merely, 'The Bible says....'. Such a formula of
salvation must also be simple and not include any of
life's many ambiguities. Thus Graham declares:

'Every human problem can be solved and every hunger
satisfied and every potential can be fulfilled when a
man encounters Jesus Christ and comes in vital relation
to Cod in him,',.,..Graham's app{gach to life"s problems
are far too simple and narrow."

Dr. Bonnell, Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York City,

msde this comment:
"The emphasis of Billy....has been too uniformly on an
individualistic gospel with no sufficient recogniticn of un-
Christian social conditions and practices in our city and
nation. Little public attention has been given to Yegro,
Puerto Rican and other socio-religious challerges which
deeply concern so many,"l7
The passages above indicate that Graham's messages are simple,
are within the context of considering the individual, are based on the
simple gospel, and do not become involved with significant sccial

issues. These factors characterized his New York Sermons at least for

the first week.

ire, July 1, 1957, p. 92.

17 .
Tbid., p. 92.
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CHAPTER V

ANALYSTIS OF THE SERMONS AND RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Introduction. This chapter was devoted to analyzing certain factors
related to the logical mode éf persuasion, These factors were divided
into four sgections and were treated in the following order:

(1) The basic premises used by the evangelists in their sennons,

(2) The organizational patterns found in the sermons studied.

(3) The reasoning modes used by the evangelists,

(L) The supporting materials used in the sermons.

Orientation. Each of the sections demanded different ways of analyzing
and interpreting the data found. The following definitions and descript-
ions were used under each section in the study.

(1) Basic premises: The basic ideas and theological concepts on sub~-
jecls such as God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, Sin, and Conversion were

analyzed and compared.

(2) Sermon organization: The sermons were analyzed and studied according

to Monroe's organizational categories of time, space, cause-effect, prob-
lem-solution, and special topical sequence.

(3) Reascning medes found in the sermons: The four standard forms of

reasoning~ deductive, inductive, causal, and reasoning from analogy-
were analyzed and compared in this section. The complexity of the
arguments used in the semmons demanded consideration of argument at two
levels:

A, Main divisional arguments: The main divisional arguments were
analyzed in relationship to the theme or key idea of the
speech which they supported.

B. Sub-divisional arguments: The sub-divisional arguments were

next anzlyzed in relationship to the main divisional arguments
they directly supported.
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(L) Supporting materials in the sermons: The following types of sup-
porting materials were looked for in the study: Scriptures, factual
illustrations, comparisons, rhetorical questions, hypothetical narrat-
ions, contrasts, quotations, repetitions, statistics, explanations,
specific instances, testimony, and definitions. These supporting
materials were analyzed in two ways:

A. General use of supporting materials, This section analyzed

and compared the evangelist's usage of each unit of support-

ing material. E.g. Did the evangelists have similarities or
differences in the distribution of supporting materials used?

B. Funciional use of supporting materials. This section analy-
zed and compared the evangelist's use of supporting materials
within the immediate context. E.g. How many factual illustra-
tions were used and how were they used in the immediate con-
text? Were they used as examples to support a deductive sub-
argument? Or were they used as comparisons in the development
of reasoning from analogy?

Resimé, Tha descriptions of the materials found within each section
were treated in clearer and more specific detail in the pages that
follow. The purpose of this preliminary sketch of the contents of
Chapter V was to assist the reader in understanding the complex develop-

‘ment of the chapter.
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BASIC PRIMISES IN THEIR SERMONS:

In analyzing ihe semmons preached by the evangelists considera-
tion must be given to the concepts influencing their messages. These
concepts were premises which they continually and consistently used in
their semons. The premises that were expressed through their sermons
were basically theological in nature., The concepts ﬁgre'built around
key doctrines which were examined and analyzed by this author.

The Nature of God, Billy Graham and Billy Sunday believe that their

work and ideas were in the hands of God. They preached that what they
said was of 1little consequence unless God was in control., Both évangel-
liSts interpreted God as a holy, righteous, personal being who used men
to carry out His will for the world. For example, Billy Sunday stated:

"In the beginning God created--God made it. This old world didn't
evolve., God make the plan of salvation. He made Heaven and Hell,
God is revealing it to you."

Billy Graham stated that God's character could be seen in the Bible,
For example, he stated in his May 18 sermon:

"The Bible teaches He is a God of creation. The Bible teaches that

He is a God of holiness and righteousness and He demands holiness

and righteousness frcm His creatures. The Bible also teaches that

God hates sin and God is going to judge sin, but the Bible also

teaches that God watches you and not only does he watch you bug

God reads the thoughts and intents and motives of your heart."

Another approach to interpreting the concepts of the evangelists
was suggested by Robert O, Nafziger. He stated that content analysis

-could be performed by determing the word frequency in a message and

1Sunday, Sermon preached on May 2L, 1917 at New York.
2Graham; Sermon preached on May 18, 1957 at New York.



observing factors associated with it,3 Based on this type of content
analysis of the sermons, it waé clear that the evangelists' theologi-

cal concepts were in agreement in defining God as possessing the anthro-
pomorphic qualities of loving, forgiving, and sypmpathizing with the needs
of mankind, These factors were indicated through analysis of the frequency
of the word "God" as it appeared in their sermons in relationship to func-
tional attributes., For example, "God" was used seventy-two times in Gra-
ham'!s first sermon and had positive functional associations with the work
of Jesus Christ, creation, rcdemption, love, hope forgiveness, and salva-
tion. (See Table 1). "God" was used twenty times with hatred against sin
and evil in an apparently negative association, Billy Sunday used the
word "God" with positive connotations in his April 11 semon. (See Table
1). The basic concept illustrated is that they conceived God as being
actively involved in the affairs of salvation and human events, and on
these essential attributes they based their arguments and reasoning.

The Bible, Billy Sunday and Billy Grahan were in agreement that the Bible

is the inspired word of God and the guidebook for humanity. Content analy-
sis revealed that Graham used the Bible as authority in explaining conver-
sion experiences, prophesy, revelation, Christ's work, as food for the
Spirit, and as a guide book to salvation in Christ.l Sunday expressed

his belief in the authority of the Bible by stating:

"I want to say right from the kickoff th%t I believe the Bible
is the word of God from cover to cover.!

Nafziger, Ralph O., Journalism Research, (Louisana State Univer-
sity Press: Baton Rouge, 19L9), p. 86.

!

‘Grahmu, Sermon preached on May 17, 1957 at New York.
5

Sunday, Sermon preached on May 2L, 1957 at New York.
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COMPARTSON OF SPECIFIC DOCTRINAL CONCEPTS USED
IN THE NEW YORK CRUSADE SERMONS STUDIED

Doctrine Billy Sunday's Word Billy Graham's Word
Associations Associations
God He hates liquor He sent Jesus
He predestines events He created the world
He has foreknowledge He gives life
He is hated by men He gives love, forgive-
He created this earth ness
Bible It is God's word It converts the spirit.
It is opposed by infi- It has prophesy
dels
It shows salvation in It shows Christ's work
Christ It is food for the spirit
It is against evolution | It is the guidebook of
It has endured through salvation
the ages It is God's word
Man He is a sinner He is ungodly
Jesus died for him He causes wars
God wants fellowship He is a sinner
with him He is disobedient
Salvation is for him He faces judgment
He can't save self
Jesus He died for man's sins He died for our sins
Christ He was sent by God He is compassionate
He has love for man- He is forgiving
kind He came from God
He was God
Holy He calls to repentance He calls to repentance
Spirit He converts the soul He converts the soul

Human side
of conver-
sion

He is grieved about
sin

Man must believe

Man must repent

Man must come forward
Man must live for
Christ

He speaks to the heart
He gives joy in the spirit

Man must believe

Man must repent

Man must come forward
Man must live for Christ
Man must join a church
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TABLE l--Contimied

Billy Sunday

Billy Graham

Divine Side
of Convers-
ion

Death and
Beyond

Satan

God made the plan

Jesus Christ carried

out the plan

The Holy Spirit calls

a man to repentance

God forgives sin

God makes a man his child=
God justifies the sinner

Hell i« a place
Heaven is a place
The wicked go to
Hell

The righteous go
to Heaven

Jesus 1s coming
again

He is behind the
saloons

He is behind Germany
He fights against God
He can be defeated

Ged sent his Son

Jesus died for sin

The Holy Spirit convicts
and calls the sinner

God forgives sin by the
blood of Christ

God makes one pure

God keeps one from falling

Hell is a place

We are going to be in
heawven together

The second judgment will
be Gehenna

Jesus is coming back to
this earth

He walks about as a
devouring 1lion.

He is behind Communism
He tempts the sinner
He tempted Jesus

He can be overcome

He will be cast into
Gehenna at Judgment




Graham stated essentially the same idea when he asserted:

"God caused the Bible to be written for the express purpose of

revealing to man God's plan for his redemption....The Bible easily

qualifies as the only book in which God's revelation is contained.,"

Thi.s dependance on the Bible as suthority would probably explain
why Sunday used the Bible over ninety times and why Graham used it over
one-Hundred and ninebty times as authority and supporting material in the

sermons.,

The Nature of Man, Man is conceived in sin, lives in sin, and will die

in sin according to the views of the evangelists, Analysis revealed that
the most frequent terms associated by both evangelists with "man" were:
He sins, He needs Jesus Christ, God calls him,He needs salvation, He must
repent and believe, (See Table 1), Sunday made the following statement
in his sermon, "Nuts for Skeptics to Crack":

"Evolution says: 'Better and better grows the heart by natural
improvement, tut the Bible says, 'The heart is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked.' Oh you might as well try to brew
fragrance from the malodor or produce oratory from a buzzsaw or
from a tom-cat on the fence doing his stunts, as to think:you can
by saved by any other method or plan."7

The nature of man was described by Graham in this context:

"The Bible says that when everyone of us reaches the age of account-

32

ability, that the whole human race, whatever your color of your skin..

the whole human race has chosen to go his way and the Bible says,
'For all *ave sinned and come short of the glory of God.' The Bible
says we are separated from God.,..The Bible says that Ggd's grace
goes out to you and God is offering you a free pardon.,"

Holy Spirit., Both evangelists taught that the Holy Spirit is the third

6Graham, Billy, Peace With God, (Doubleday and Company-Pocket Books

Inc: New York, 196L), p. 16.
7Sunday, Sermon preached on May 24, 1917 at New York.
8Graham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York.
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person of the Trinity and that He is the active agent in bringing men to
Christ. Newsweek reported one of Graham's statements about the Holy Spirit
as follows:
"But while I'm talking there is another force at work--~the Spirit of
God. For many weeks, maybe, the Spirit of God has been preparing

that person. I have ns power to convert anybody--that is the work
of the Spirit of God."

The sermon on "Heaven" contained this statement of Sunday's view of
the Holy Spirit:

"Ardwe all went leaping and singing and shouting the eternal praises
of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.nlO

At another time, Sunday made this statement:

"The Holy Ghost is a person."ll
Sunday probably meant by this statement that the Holy Ghost is the third
person of the Holy Trinity, which is three persons in one Godhead.

Human Side of Conversion. The evangelists agreed that a person must re-

pent of his sins, believe in Christ, and then come forward as an indica-
tion of having been saved. Billy Sunday gave out pamphlets which explaining
this posit.ion.12 Billy Graham also made the same statements in his invit-
ation.l3 They both taught that a man could be saved in an instant act, but
there was one major point of difference between the evangelists. Billy
Graham stated that a man could not be lost once he was saved, while Billy

Sunday made no such assertion.lh

INewsweek, May 20, 1957, p. 70.
IOSunday? Sermon preached on June 11, 1917 at New York,
1lNew York Times, April 9, 1917, p. 22.
12p114s, Op. cit., p. 310.
13Graham, Sermon preached on May 21, 1957 at New York.

thI‘aham, Op. cit., p. 16k.



Divine Side of Conversion. Both taught that God initiated the plan of
salvation by giving His Son Jesus Christ as an offering for sin. The
content of Sunday's sermons generally stated these concepts, while it
was characteristic of Graham to dwell on this in his closing remarks and
invitation, For example, Sunday made this statement:
"Repentance is more than feeling sorry for sin. It is going to
God, acknowledging your sins and accepting Jesus Christ as your
Saviour, You must come to God on His terms, not yours."1
In the conclusion of his May 17 sermon, Graham asserted:
"T'm talking about quietly and reverently saying, 'Lord Jesus, I
give myself to thee!', 'If we confess with our mouth the Lord Jesus
and shalt believe in thine heart that God raised him from the dead,
thou shalt bg saved.'....And then he forgives every sin you've ever
committed."l '
These excerpts illustrate the point that God begins and ends the

plan of salvation according to the evangelists,

Death and Beyond. Billy Sunday preached that Hell is a place of fire

and brimstone.17 Graham agreed with Sunday on the reality of it. 18
Both taught that the people of the world would be sent to Heaven or
Hell. Sunday, for example, used Hell seven times in his May 2l sermon.

' (See Table 1). Sunday stated in his sermon, "Get on the Water Wagon":

1
5Sunday, Semon preached on May 2L, 1917 at New York.

16
Graham, Sermon preached on May 17, 1957 at New York.
17
Sunday, Sermon preached on May 2L, 1917 at New’York.
18
Graham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York. See also
the statements made in McLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 318, where McLoughlin
stated that Graham was not as dramatic as Sunday in describing the
nature of Hell, but was in agreement as to the reality of it.

3k



"The drunkard siys, 'Because the good bock says, 'No drunkard shall
inherit the kingdom of God, so I am going to Hell.! Another man
comes along and I say, 'Are you a church member?'. 'Yes...'. 'Where
are you going?', 'I'm going to heaven.'. 'Did you vote for the
saloon?!', 'Yes.'. 'Then you should go to Hell!'.,"

Graham made this statement about Hell:

"I don't deserve forgiveness. 1 don't deserve to be saved. The
only thing I deserve is to be cast into outer darkness. I deserve
Hell, but God who is rich in mercy and grace...'God commended his
love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.',"e0

Nature of Satan., Both evangelists taught that Satan was a being opposed

to the work of God., For example, Sunday believed the Devil worked with
saloon keepers, was behind German aggression in Europe, and was working
against God in saving souls.21 Graham asserted that Satan was working
against God and was behind Communism, 22 They taught that the problems
that were plaguing mankind could only be resolved by joining with God
and opposing the Devil, Sunday said for example:

"Don't you know that every bad man in a community strengthens the
Devil's mortgage?"23 ,

Graham applied the principle of Satan's influence on a larger
scale in this statement:
"Satan is the mastermind behind Communism,n2l

These statements indicate that both evangelists conceived of Satan

as a being who was at the root of spiritual and social probleus,

1 -

9Sunday, Sermon preached on May 2li, 1917 at New York.
2OGraham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York.,
2 R1is, Op. cit., p. 12k.

22U.S. News and World Report, Sept. 27, 1957, p. 75.
23

2l

Fllis, Op. cit., p. 73.
MeLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 31k,



Sumary. Both evangelists were analyzed and compared in their use of

specific theological concepts. These concepts were based on their state-

ments

about God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, Man, Sin, the Devil, Death and

Beyond, and Conversion.

Their particular doctrinal viewpoints were summed up in general

fashion by the following statements made about them or by them:

"Sunday's theology had been formulated for him by the workers
in the Pacific Garden Mission and by the Bible Class teachers at
the Chicago YMCA, It was the same simple evangelicalism that Foody
had preached, and from the day of his conversion in 1686 to the day
of his death in 1935, Sunday never swerved from the creed of the
five points of fundamentalism. The substance of his dgﬁ?rine was:
"With Christ you are saved, without him you are lost'.

Graham made this statement about his theological position:

"However, if by fundamentalist you mean a person who accepts
the authority of the Scriptures, the virgin birth of Christ, the
atoning death of Christ, His bodily resurrection, His second coming,
and persona%xfalvation by faith thrcugh grace, then I am a funda-
mentalist."

The above statements clearly indicate that both evangelisty were

fundamentalists in doctrine and taught in general the five voints of fun-

damentalism which are the infallibility of Scriptures, the virgin birth,

the substitutionary atonement, the bodily resurrection, and the imminent,

bodily second coming of Christ. 27

————— .

It is evident that the evangelists were influenced by the particular

ichLoughlin, Op. cit., p. LO9.
Look, February.7, 1956,p. L9.
27
HcLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 10.

36



theological trends that existed, but basically they remained fundamental-
ists.

Ray Giner made this observation about the influence of fundamental-
ism at the beginning of this century ﬁhat set the stage for Billy Sunday:

"After the turn of the century, explicit social Darwinism died
down, and so did the evolution controversy. Then in 1910, appeared
the first of a series of ten small pamphlets, The Fundementals,
vwhich expounded as a touchstone for Christians the Five Pointsj the
infallibliity of the Bible, the virgin birth of Christ, Christ's
substitutionary atonement for man's sins, thg Resurrection of Christ,
and authenticity of all Biblical miracles."®

McLoughlin further supports the above statement by bringing out
other relevant social factors,.

"But the 1830's and 18l0's were decades of philosophical ex-
tremisn and experimental utopianism; in preaching Perfectionism,
Finney was merely expressing that ebullient optimism which charact-
erized the American scene throughout the nineteenth century."2
Fundamentalism was in essence a social reaction that emphasized a

return to stability and certainty. It was a reacticn against social fac-~
tors that seemed to undermining the security of the individual and the
state., Ginger further added the cultural disillusionment caused men to
turn to other sources of help and paved the way for fundamentalism.

"A desperate flight backward to old certainties replaced the
pre~war belief in a gradual adaptation to new conditions. Not pro-
gress, but stability and certainty. ‘'How blessed that some things,
after all, are static-the love of God, the way of life, and the
revealing Book, that have not changed through all the centuries,'
Thus a fundamentalist",.

This background influenced both evangelists in their respective

periods of evangelistic activity. They were essentially alike.

8Ginger, Ray., Six Days or Forever?, (Beacon Press with Signet
Books: New York, 19607;.p. 30,

2MeLoughlin, Op. cit., p. 118-119.

0
Ginger, Op. cit., p. 1k,

37



ORGANIZATIONAL PATTERNS FOUND IN
‘THE NEW YORK SERMONS

This section was devoted to analyzing the organization found in

the semons of the evangelists. The analysis and comparison was based

on Monroe's classifications of sermon organization designated as time,

space, cause-effect, problem-solution, or topical development.

General Sermon Devélopmen£ Based On Monroe's Definitions.

Time Order. Monroe described Time oOrder as:

"Begin at a certain period or date and move forward or backward
from that. For example, weather conditions may be discussed by
considering the conditions which exist in the aprlng, summer, fall,
and winter respectively. nl

Sunday did not use this order in the sermons studied. Graham's

‘May 17 sermon was a biographical sketch of the life of Christ., He divid-

ed the 1ife of Christ into these chronological or time periods:

I. Christ's birth,

II. Christ's childhood.

ITI. Christ's ministry.

IV, Christ's death and resurrection.

V. Christ's power in lives today.

Space Order. Monroe descrived Space order as follows:

"Arrange your material from east to west, from the bottom up, from
left to right. Thus, the density of population may be discussed
according to geographical areas."

For example, the main points may be as follows:

America has four geographical areas.
1. Northeastern section.

ITI. Southeastern section.

III. Midwestern section.

IV, Western section.

The evangelists did not use this order in any of the sermons studied.

1Monroe, Op. cite; P. 236,
2&5:51_0 s p. 236'
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Cause~-Effect Order: Monroe described cause-~effect order as:

"When you discuss certain forces and try to convince your audience
that these forces have produced or will produce certain results, or:
when you describe conditions or events and then attempt to prove that
certain forces created them, you are dealing with causal relationships.

Il3

In this type of organization, it is evident that the main points
are produced by the subject or thesis. For example:

Fire produces three consequences.
I. Fire produces heat.

II, Fire produces light.

ITI. Fire produces destruction,

Graham did not use this order in any of the five sermons studied.
Sunday's May 18 sermon on the effects of alcohol and the influence of the
saloon seemed to follow this pattern. The sermon was designated to show
how alcohol and the saloon produced crime, moral decay, family problenms,
and economic problems, among a host of other effects; It is élso noted
that Sunday did not mention the medical or industrial benefits of alcohol,
but made his main thrust on the hamful effects. He gave only one side,

the evil effects, rather than both sides of the issue.

Problem-Solution Order. Monroe described problem~solution order in this

manner:
Many times, your material can best be presented by dividing it into

two major sections: the description of the problem(or related pro-
blems) and the representation of the solution (or solutiens) to it.

nly
The evangelists did not have two main divisions labeled "problems"
and "solutions". By the definition presented, the conclusion must be

that the evangelists did not use this order in the sermons studied.

3Monroe, Op. cit., p. 237.
brnia., p. 237,
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Special Topical Sequence. Monroe described this order in this way:

"Certain types of information afe'custOmarily presented.in divisions
with which the audience is familiar. Moreover, your points may some-
times consist of a series of qualities or functions of the thing
you are discussing; or you may wish o present a series of parallel
'reasons why' or 'basic objection'.!
For example, a subject might be arranged as follows:

The qualities of Aluminum fall into three categories.

I. AMuminum is light,

IT. Aluminum is inexpensive,
I1I, Aluminum is durable.

The evangelists had eight sermons (four of Sunday's and four of
Craham's) that were found to fit this category. The fullowing examples
show how the sermmons were developed according to topical sequence.

Sunday developed his April 11 sermon according to topical sequence
because he pointed out the reasons for having a revival,

A Defeﬁse for the Need of Revival,

I. People need revival to keep them close to God.
II. There are many objeclions to having a revival.

I11. There are many reasons for having a revival,

Sunday's may 22 semmon was a series of statements that described
what repentance was not and then climaxed with a final statement of what
repentance constituted.

I. Repentance is not fear.

II. Repentance is not conviction,

IIT. Repentance is not feeling sorry.

IV, Repentance is not promising or resolving to do better,

V. Repentance is going to God, acknowledging sins, and accepting
Jesus Christ as Saviour,

Sunday's May 2L sermon was an attempt to show how the Bible had

helped civilization and in Sunday's opinion had not been refuted by ag-

nostics and atheists., It was topically developed as follows:

Monroe, Op. cit., p. 238.
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I. The Bible is autheritative,

ITI. The Bible is revelation.

ITI. The Bible is a unity.

IV, The Bible has endured the ages,
V. The Bible answers all objections,.

Sunday's June 1l sermon was topically developed and the divisions
were descriptions or qualities of the nature of heaven.

I. The nature of Heaven,

A, It is a place,

B. It is a beautiful place.

C. It is a place of reunion with family and loved ones.,
II. The entrance into Heaven.

A, It is entered by the person of Jesus Christ.

Billy Graham had four sermons that were developed according to Monroe's
description of topical ofder. One outstanding quality about his sermons wag
the use of comparison between the persons of the Bible and the people of New
York, In the May 18, May 19, and May 20 sermons, Graham used the element of
conparigon, For example, in his May 20 sermon, Graham describe the halt, the
msimed, the blind, and the cripples at the Five Porches in the New Testament
and compared them to the people of New York.

I, Jesus went to the Five Porches.
II Jesus is concerned for the afflicted,
4, Iook at the impotent.
B. ILook at the blind.
C. Look at the halt.
D, Look at the withered hands.
E. ILook at the hopeful.
esus is concerned for the individual.
A, The discouraged man.
B. The suffering man.
C. The glad man,

I1T

The whole thrust of the sermons was based on comparing towards a persuasive
conclusion the Biblical example with the New York crowd., In sub-point II, A,
Graham said, "Look at the impotent." Then he said that we have impotent

persons in the lew York crowd.

1



REASONING MODES USED IN THE SELECTED SERMONS

This section considered the four types of reasoning, classified as
deductive, inductive, causal and analogy, as they were used in the sermons
of the evangelists. Two approaches were used to analyze the sermons:

1, The first approach was to examine the main arguments or main

divisions,

2. The second approach/ was to examine the sub-arguments or sub-

points of the sermons.

MAIN ARGUMENTS OR MAIN DIVISIONS. The four types of logical reasoning,

classified as deductive, inductive, causal and analogy were examined and

evaluated in relationship to their logical support of the main thesis.

Use of Deductive Reasoning. Huber defined deductive reasoning as -follows:

"Deductive reasoning is thai form of reasoning in which a con-
clusion is drawn from premises.”

Huber further asserted:

"Syllogism is the name given to that form of deduction in
which both premises and the conclusion are stated for the listener
or reader. The first statement of the syllogism is called the major
premise, the second statement is called the finor premise, and the
last statement is called the conclusion,

Seldom does the writer or speaker make use of the three state-
ments of the syllogism in presentlng his deductive ressoning. One
of the three statements is usually omitted. When deduction is used
with only two of the statements present, we call it an "enthymeme".

Tables 2 and 3 demonstrate that Billy Sunday had a total of eleven
deductions used as main divisions in his five sermons as compared to ten

deductions used by Billy Graham in his five sermons. It follows that

Ytuber, Op. cit., p. 8.
2Ibidn’ po 1’48"150.
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TABLE 2

ANALYSIS OF THE SERMONS PREACEED BY BILLY SUNDAY

Item Sermons
April 11 May 18 May 22 May 24 June 14
Text Habakkuk Proverbs Acts 17:30 Mark John
3:2 23:2) 13:31 14:1-6
Topic The Necess- The Evil The Nature The Bible as The Joys of Heaven
ity of re- of Alcohol of repentance God's revealed
vivals will
Organigational Topical Cause~effect Topical Topical Topical
Pattern (Reasons why (Series of (Develop- (Reasons why (Descriptive
revival is Negative effects ment by the Bible divisicns on
‘necessary,) of alcohol) negation is the Word the nature and
to final of God) gualities of
definition) Heaven)
" Number of Main L 1 2 5 2
Divisions and 3 deductions 1 Causal 1l deduction 5 deductions 2 deductions
Type 1 causal 1 deduction :
Number of sub- 13 20 8 16 L
Divisions and 13 deductions 20 causals 8 deductions 1l deductions 51 deductions
Type 1 causal
1 analogy

en



TABLE 3

ANALYSTS OF THE SERMONS PREACHED BY BILLY GRAHAM

Item Sermons
May 17 May 18 May 19 May 20 May 21
Text Isaiah Acts IT Peter John 5:1 John 7:53 &
61:1 17:16 3:3-12 8:1-11
Topic The Char- The Respone The Judgment The Concern The Forgiveness
acteristics ses to the of the World of Christ. of Christ.
of Christ. Gospel.
Organizational Chronological Topical Topical Topical Topical
Pattern (Piographical (Analogy (1st div- (Analogy (Biographical
characterist~ pattern) ision is pattern) historical
ics of Christ) analegy. present)
2nd is '
biographical ,
characteristics)
Number of Major 1 3 2 3 b
Divisions and types 1 deductive 1 deductive 2 deductive 1 analogy Ly deductive
of argument. 2 analogy 2 deductive
Number of sub-divisions 7 11 5 9 l
and type cf argument 6 deductive 3 deductive 2 deductive 9 analogy li deductive
1 causal 8 analogy 3 analogy

i



both evangélists used this mode more than any other 1ogiéai mode from the

examples examined.

Billy Sunday used deductive reasoning in his June 1l sermon for

example in this way:

Thesis: Heaven is a place of hope for the Christian.

First Main Division: I. The Nature of Heaven.

Sub-Divisions : A, It is a place.
B, It is a wonderful place,

C. It is a place of reunion.
The example above is probably the intended divisions of Sunday, but the
sermons indicate that he phrased them this way:

First Main Division:

WEverybody wants to go to heaven. We gll1 are curious. We
want to know: where Heaven is, how it looks, who are there

and how to get there."

Sub-divisions:
A, "Some say: Heaven is a2 state or condition. You are

wrong. Your Home is a state or condition. It is a
place.”

B, "Oh, what a place Heaven is!",

C. "The kiss of reunion at the gate of Heaven is as cer-
tain as the good-bye kiss when you drift out with the

tide. "

Billy Graham on the other hand was much clearer with his divisions.

For example, he stated in his May 17 sermons :
First Main Division:
"Is Christ relevant to us today?"

Sub-divisions:

« "Look at his origin."

. "Look at his life."

« "Look at his teaching."

« "look at his death.”

"Look at his resurrection.®

"Look at his influence."

"Look at his power in lives today."”

QDO W

These examples show that Graham had a tendency to follow Monroe's

Ls
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characteristics‘of good phrasing by having conciseness of points, motivation
and appeal, and similar sentence structure known as "parallelism". 3

Both evangelists had  stated their thesis and main points and proceeded
to support their arguments with Scripture, illustrations, and other forms of
supporting msterial in a type of argument based on illustrations. The question
arises as to whether this constituted reasoning or a general statement plus
illustrative examples. This study recognized these differences, but assumed
that it was primarily reasoning towards persuasion with the examples con-
stituting evidénce.

The definition giver on pagel? of this thesis included descriptions
of syllogisms and enthymemes. The evangelists did not structure their argu-
ments in strict syllogistic form, but had a tendency to develop théir argu-
ments in enthymemes. Sunday used enthymemes in his May 22 sermon when he
stated that repentance is not resolution. In paraphrastic form, he said:

"A woman who has cheated on her husband knows that she has sinned
whether she atiends church or not."

One of the premises has been suppressed or left outs In syllogistic form
it would be approximately as follows:

A1l women who cheat their husbands have sinned whether they attend
church or not.

This woman has cheated her husband

Therefore, this woman has sinned whether she attends church or not.
This syllogism could be arranged in other ways, but the main point to be
made is that one of the premises was left out.

Graham also used enthymemes in his May 17 sermon when he stated:

"You were secparated from God and that is the reason many of you
are unhappy tonight."

This might be possibly diagramnsdin the following syllogistic form:
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"All who are separated from God are unhappy persons.”
"You are separated from God"."

"Therefore, you are unhappy."

This case also shows that one of the premises is suppressed or left
out to make an enthymeme, but when the premise is added, then it becomes
a full syllogism. Analysis of the sermons revealed that the enthymeme
was the most common type of reasoning that occurred in the sermons of the

evangelists,

Use of Inductive Reasoning. Huber defined inductive reasoning in the follow-

ing way?
"Inductive reasoning is the process of studying a sufficient

number of analogous factual examples, findﬁng a common characteristic
and naming it as & general law or truth."

Billy Sunday and Billy Graham did not use this mode of reasoning as
main divisions in the sermons studied. (See Tables 2 and 3). This suggests

that the evangelists did not use this mode as often as the other modes.

Use of Causal Reasoning,

"Causal reasoning is that form of reasoning in which an in-

dividual demonstrates that an event that happens first has the
means, power, facilities, and/or desire to produce a second event.".5
Billy Graham did not have any examples of causal reasoning on the

main divisional level., Billy Sunday had two causal reasoning instances

on the main divisional level. (See Tables 2 and 3). An example of Sun~

day's use of causal reasoning can be found in his May 13 sermon. This

sernon had twenty sub-arguments that were cause-to-effect developments.,

In each case, alcohol and saloons, were shown to be the cause of approximately

twenty effects. This sermon was the famous "booze sermon" that Sunday

preached at every crusade, The manuscript at Winona Lake of this sermon
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indicated that Sunday did not have c¢learly outlined points, but the sermon
was constructed as one illustrative example after another.6 The sermon
was basically a rebuttal of public attitudes about the influence of the
saloon and alcohol. Sunday did net have clearly ontlined main divisions
for this sermcn, so this author interpreted the sermon as an atypical
sermon. The basic thesis of this sermon was that liquor had degrading
effects on individuals, business, public morals, and the home. It might
be suggested that there were threemain divisions as follows:

I. Effects of drinking on the individuel is costly.

IT. The licenced saloon is the cause of the liquor problem.

ITI Society can save .noney and lives by going dry.
Sunday did not use these divisions, but they might be interpreted as his
intended breaks in thought. This would mean that Sunday had five examples
of causal reasoning on the main divisional level rather than three as the
chart on table 2 shows. Both examples of either one main-divisional usage

or three-main divisional usage might apply to this sermon. This auther

recognizes both possible interpretations of the sermon's arrangement,

Use of Analogy Reasoning. Huber described reasoning from analogy in this

manners:

",.. reasoning from analogy is that form of reasoning in which
it is demonstrated that what happened in one situstion will occur in
a similar situation. In using analogy we must compare like things.
These things must be of the same class, such as people to people,
horses to horses, pine trees to pine trees. On the other hand,
mankind has made vital discoveries in comparing things which seemed
to be of differing classes. In the field of medicine we have done
much research work with dogs, monkeys, and rats on diseases and have
found that since man is an animal he is comparsble enough for that
which worked on the dog to work for man." For example, literal
analogy is comparing cities to cities. Figurative znalogy is com-
paring unlike things such as the heart of the human body with the
heart of a city.

8

Ellis, 2p. cit., p. 86.
f‘{uber, Q.Qo Qj_._;_bn, po 196—1970



Sunday did not use this mode in his five sermons as main divisions,
but Billy Graham had three examples of this mode in his sermons. (See
Tables 2 and 3). This suggests, at least for the sermcns studied, that
Grasham used this mode of reasoning- more than Sunday did.

Graham used reasoning by analogy in this particular way: 8
Main Division:

Paul preached to the Athenian audience at Mar's Hill,

Sub-divisions:

A, The Epicureans were there. and They are here,
B. The Stoics were there. and They are here.
C. The Devout were there. and They are here.
D. The Self-righteous were there. and They are here.
E, The Searchers were there. and They are here.

This might be interpreted as comparison, but this author proceeded
on the concept that comparison is a rhetorical aid rather than a mode of
logical argument., Graham definitely used these as argument towards per-
suasion . The literature of rhetoric and debate do not suggest that ther
is a type of argument through contrast or comparison. The deciding factor
was to determine the intended purpose that the speaker had in using this
type of thinking. This author contends that the basic purpose of the
evangelist was the use of analegous examples towards the goal of showing
that "what occurred in one situation could happen in a similar situation.”
Graham did this by showing that what happened to the Athenian audience

could happen to the New York audience.

—— e

Graham, Sermon preached on May 13, 1957 at New York,

L9



SUB-ARGUMENTS OR SUB-POINTS. The sub-arguments support the major

arguments and the sub-arguments are directly supported by materials
such as Scriptural quotations and references, factual illustrationé,
hypothetical narrations, statistics, and testimony, among other forms
of supporting material., The four types of sub-arguments. thaf were
analyzed were classified as deductive, inductive, causal, and analogy

sub-arguments.,

Use of Deductive Sub-arguments. Sunday had a total of thirty -eight

deductive sub-arguments as compared to eighteen for Billy Graham,
This indicated that Sunday used more deductive sub-arguments than
Graham did on this secondary level in the sermons investigated. (See
Table L).

In order to show how the evangelists used deductive sub-argument,
it is necessary to draw out the essential elements of a representative
argument for comparative analysis, Billy Sunday used deductive sub-
argument when he asserted the following major premise:

"Repentance is not feeling sorry because you have done wrcng."3
Sunday developed this premise with specific apolication by the use of
factual illustrations. In other words, he proceeded from a general
premise to a specific application, thus using deductive sub-argument.

Graham followed the same pettern in his use of deductive sub-
argument as the following major premise demonstrates:

"The Pible says, 'All flesh has corrupted itself before God.'."h
Graham had a tendency to use more lengthy explanation rather than
illustrations as Sunday had done. Graham, for example, stated the above

—_— .

3Sunday, Sermon preached on May 22, 1917 at New York.
hGraham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York.
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TABLE L

FREQUENCY OF SUB-ARGUMENTS USED UNDER
EACH MAIN DIVISION

Sunday's Usage Graham's Usage
Sermon Main Sub~ Sermon Main Sub~
Divi- Argument Divi- Argument
sions types sions types
April 11 1 3 deductions | May 17 I 6 deductions
II Ly deductions 1 causal
11T li deductions
Iv 2 deductions
May 13 I 20 causals May 18 I 5 analogies
1T 3 deductions
3 analogies
Moy 22 ' I 5 deductions | May 19 I 2 analogies
II 1 deduction Iz 3 deductions
1 deduction 1 analogy
May 2l I 3 deductions | May 20 I 2 analogies
II 2 deductions II 3 deductions
1 causal 1 analogy
1 analogy
III L, deductions
v 3 deductions
i 2 deductions
June 1l I 1 induction | May 21 I 2 deductions
2 deductions II 3 deductions
1 deduction 11X 1 deduction
Iv 1 deduction
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premise and then proceeded to explain how it had specific application

to the immediate audience, Graham used Scriptural authority and references
mainly to support his premises, For example, he supported the above pre-
mise with these scriptural allusions:

"God created man innocent and perfect in the Garden of Eden.”

"The Bible says, 'For all have sinned and come short of the glory

of Ged," '

*"The Bible says we are all guilty before God.,"

"The Bible says God is a holy God....."

Sunday on the other hand had a different method of support. He
supported his argument mainly by using illustrations. For example, he
followed his deductive sub-argument with illustrative supporting material
in this fashion:

"Dr Gunsaulus of Chicago éne time was called 80 see a millionaire
who told him he wanted to find Christ......"

It is evident from these examples that‘Graham had the tendency to
rely on Scriptural sources while Sunday relied on illustrative materials

to support deductive sub-divisions,

Use of Inductive Sub-arcument. There was only one instance of inductive

reasoning used bv Billy Sunday and that occurred in his Junellj sermon.

It was located in the first major division and is the first suanrgument.
Billy Graham used no induction as his sub-arguments., The amount of data

.on this type of reasoning is too limited to draw any conclusions., It

might be inferred from the limited amount of usage that the evangelists

‘did not use this mode very often at least as the sermons studied indicate.

¢
)Graham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York,
6
Sunday, Sermon preached on May 22, 1917 at New York,
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Use of Causal Sub-arguments. Of the sermons analyzed, Sunday had one

sermon that was developed completely by the causal mode. The sermon
was "Get on the Water Wagon" and the sub-divisions were various effects
that the saloon and alcohol produced. This sermon would seem atypical
because it was developed completely by causal sub-divisions while his
other sermons only had one total sub-argument. Billy Graham had one
causal reasoning example in his May 17 sermon. This means he had one
causal sub-argument out of thirty-seven sub-arguments. It also suggests
that he did not use this type of argument frequently,

In order to demonstrate how the evangelists use causal sub-argument,
it is necessary to establish how the evangelists developed this mode. In
other words, did they go from cause-to-effect, effect-to -cause, effect-
to-effect? Sunday had the tendency to develop his arguments from cause-
to-effect, but the cause was in the past and the effect was in the past.
For example, when Sunday stated that booze (vast cause) produced the
crime that we have had (past effect), he is arguing for his observations
in past tense.! Graham on the other hand showed how past causes produced
future effects. For example, he said that rejection of Chfist (past
cause) would produce damnation (future effect).B

Both evangelists used illustrations, examples, gquotations, among
other rhetorieal aids to support their causal arguments., Graham had
a tendency to draw more comparisons in this type of argument then
Sunday did. For example, Graham stated that the people who rejected
Christ were wrong just as the newspapers were wrong who ridiculedthe

now historical Gettysburg address of President Lincoln.9

7
Sunday, Sermon preached on May 18, 1917 at New York,
Graham, Sermon preached on May 17, 1957 at New York,

“Ivia.
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Use of Analogy Sub-argument. Sunday used only one example of analogy'

in the submarguments and this was found in his May 2l sermon in the
second division., The one examvle of Sunday's analogy was not a comparison
between comparable classes, but was directed towards rebuttal between
abstract or figurative concepts. For example, he stated that man cannot
understand all things, but that shouldn't keep him from making use of
those things. He then said, to paraphrase him briefly, that we eat,

but don't understand all of the laws of digestion. Then he applied

it by stating that one doesn't know all things. about the Bible, but

that shouldn't keep one from using it to benefit the soul.1O This

might be designated as figurative analogy argument.,

Graham's sub-argument analogies were not based on different classes
of comparison as Sunday had used, but were based on comparisons between
similar classes or svecies., Huber described this as "comparing like
things or members in the same class.” 11 Graham compared his New-York
audience to the Epicureans, Stoics, etc. classes of people who heard
the Gospel at Mar's Hill, Graham also pointed out that the tragic
result of the Mar's Hill audience could be the tragic result of the
New York audience if they rejected the GoSpel.lzThis might be interpreted
as comparison, but this author maintains that brief comparisons are rhetorical
aids while extended comparison serve as a means of logical persuasion,

The analysis revealed that Sunday made little use of reasoning from
analogy while on the other hand Graham made extensive use of reasoning
from analogy in his sermons. Graham's téndency wag to draw comparisons

between his sudience and examples from the New Testament or 01d Testament.

10

Sunday, Sermon preached on May 2L, 1917 at New York.
11Huber, Op. cit., p. 197.
12Graham, Sermon preached on May 19, 1957 at New York.
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Surmary. This section was divided into an analysis of the main arguments
and sub-arguments.

The analysis of the main arguments revealed that both evangelists
used deductive main arguments more than the other modes. Neither
evangelist had inductive main arguments in the sermons analyzed.

Sunday had two causal main arguments while Graham had three analogy

main arguments.

The study of the sub-arguments revealed thzt Sunday hed thirty-
eight deductive, twenty-one causal, one analogy, and one inductive
sub-argument as compared to twentv-two deductive, fourteen analogies,

one causal, and no inductive sub-arguments for Graham.
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SUPPORTING MATERTALS USED AS EVIDENCE

Alan H, Monroe made the following statement concerning the importance

of supporting materials within a speech:

WIn giving a speech, you must, of course, have clearly in mind
the points you wish to clarify or prove to your audience, and you
must state them briefly and simply: but if you leave them undevelop-
ed, your audience may miss their meaning or doubt their truth. The
two questions listeners most often ask themselves about statements
are "What doei he mean by that?' and 'What proof is there that he
is right?y, ®

In this section, Billy Graham and Billy Sunday were analyzed on the
way they used supporting materials in developing their ideas.

Use of Supporting Materials Under the Logical Modes.

The areas of consideration were patterns of usage of supporting
material under deductive, inductive, causal and analogy arguments., It
was discovered that there was no particular pattern in the usage of
supporting materials in the various reasoning modes. The evangelists!'
technique of using all kinds of materials in the sermons to support their
main points cause this author to consider the combined or total usage of
supporting materials used by the evangelists in their sermons.

The two methods of analysis used in this section werebased on
analyzing the supporting materials from (1) A general usage of supporting

materials and (2) A functional usage of supporting materials.

1 -
Monroe, Op. cit., p. 195.
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General Usage of Supporting Materials, Table 5 demonstrates the frequency

of usage of various types of supporting materials in the New York sermons
studied. This analysis revealed similarities and differences in the types
of materials most frequently used.

Both evangelists wer:similar in their use of some major types of
supporting material. For example, Tatle 5 shows that Billy Sunday and
Billy Graham used Scripture in its various forms more than any other type of
supporting material. The variety of weys thct the evangelists used Scripture
is shown in Table 6. Table 6 also shows both the frequency of usage and
specific phrases characteristic of the evangelists.

Table 5 shows that their usage of factual and hypothetical illustrations
ranked second in frequency. This analysis also indicated that the evangelists!
use of comnarisons, rhetorical questions, contrasts, and quotations was similar
in freqguency of usage.

The evangelists generally interwove the various forms of supporting
materials. They used illustration with contrzst, comparison, statistics,
and quotation to foma complex and involved system of supporting a basic propos-
ition. In order to show the interrelationship of materials used, the complete
text of one sermon preached by each of the evangelists has been included in

Appendix A for reference.



COMPARISON OF THE RANK ORDER OF SUPPORTING
MATERIALS USED BY BILLY SUNDAY AND BILLY GRAHAM
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Billy Sunday's Frequency Billy Graham's Frequency
Supporting Materials Supporting Materials

Scripture 82 Scripture 191
Factual illustration L7 Hypothetical narration 69
Comparison LS Repetition 58
Rhetorical question 36 Comparison 38
Hypothetical narration 32 Factual illustration 37
Contrast 26 Contrast 32
Quotation 21 Rhetorical question 30
Repetition 20 Explanation 2k
Statistics 13 Quotation 23
Explanation 12 Definition 12
Specific instance 9 Specific instance 9
Testimony 3 Statistics 9
Definition 1 Testimony 2




TABLE 6

THE DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EVANGELISTS USE
OF SCRIPTURE AS SUPPORT

Billy Sunday's Billy Graham's
Usage of the Bible Usage of the Bible
Usage Frequency Usage Frequency

General Characteristics

Quoted verbatim 15 Quoted verbatim 4
Cited as texts 5 Cited as texts 6
In the context 9 In the context 2
of illustration of illustration

Biblical instances 19 Biblical instances 15
used as illustra- used as illustration

tions

Simple reference 18 Simple reference 66(%)
to Scripture to Scripture

Scriptural repeti- 10
ticns

Specific Phrase Usage

Good book SaySeese 1 The Bible teachesS.... 12
God saidssees 1 God saideess i
The Bible sayS.... 1 The Bible SaySeees 60
"Word of God".... 3 "Word of God".... 1
The Biblees.. 52 Scripture saySeese 9

Bible indicates, tells, L
and waInSeeee

This book SaySes.. b
Jesus 53ideeees 5
2 191

#* These were not extended Scriptures, but only mere reference.
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In order to evaluate the evangelists' use of supporting
materials, the follcwing definitlons and descriptions were
used to gulde the research:

Scripture- Any reference or statement about the Bible or
that included the Bible was treated as supporting material,

(See Table 6 for the various ways Scripture was used).

ixplanation- "It is a slmple, concise exposition, setting
forth the relation betwegn the whole and 1its parts or making
clear an obscure term."

Comparison- "In an analogy or comparison simllarities are
pointed out between that which is already known and believed
and that which 1is not.

Illustrgtion~ "An illustration is a detailed example of 2n
1dea or statement to be supported. It is the narration of
an incident to bring out the point you are trying to make."

Specific instances- "Specific instances are condensed formg
cf factual illustrations. They are undetailed examples.”

Statistics- "Statistics are figures used to show the proportion
of 1nstances of a cegtaln kind, to show how many or few or great
or small they are,

Testimony- "Arother person's statement used_to support the
Ideas of the speaker is called testimony."

Restatement- "Restatement consists of saying the same thing,
but saylng it in a different way."

Rhetorical Guestion- "Often a speech may be opened by asking
a question which the audlience will be impelled to answer in
their own minds, thus causipg them to start thinking about
the subject of the speech."

—— s

2 .
Monroe, Op. cit., p. 196,

3Ibid., p. 197.
41g_1_<_1_., p. 199,
Ibid., p. 202,
Ibid., p. 203.
Ibid., p. 205,
Ioid., p. 207.
Ibid., p. 265

——r

O O 2T oo w
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Quotation- "Frequently a speaker gains attention at the
beginning of his speech by using a quotation which aptly
'states his viewpcint. Sometimes a well-kT8wn phrase is
quoted which applies in an unusual way."

Contrast- "Fcllow an example of failure with one of success.
Contrast humor with seriousness. Stand the'big and little
of it' side by side for your audience to see," 11

Definition- "A statement of the meaning of_a word or word
group or a sigh or symbol is definition.”

These definitions and descriptions were guidelines
that directed the analysis of the supporting materials of
the evangelists used in the sermons studied. Specific

examples will be given in the discussion of each of the

above supporting materials.

————

101p14., p. 265.

MY1vig., p. 393.

12
Webaters Colleglate Dictionary.
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One sermon of Billy Sunday and one sermon of Billy

Graham were included in Appendix A in order to show the
interrelationships of the supporting materisl to the

immediate context.

The chart below shows examples of

both evangelists' use of supporting materials:

TABLE 7 ¥

Billy Sunday's Supporting
Materials In Appendix A

Billy Graham's Supporting
Materials In Appendix A

—— s

4

Supporting Page Line Supporting Page Line
Material Material

Scripture 1 16-26 Scripture 1 1-37
Explanation| 9 213-215 Explanation < 213-215
Comparison |17 416-420 Comparison 7 179-182
Tllustrat. 3 71-77 Illustrat. 15 318-382
Specific 3 56-57 Specific 9 210-215
Instance Instance

Testimony 4 80-85 Testimony 11 208-264
Restate, 16 391-395 Restate. 11 282-286
Rhetorical 6 148-152" Rhetoricsal 3 72-"77
Question Question

Quotation 10 230-238 Quotation 3 79-82
Contrast 9 223-228 Contrast

Definition 11 258 Definition 6 150-155

“These recferences show the supporting material in the Immediate
It would be redundant to cite examples when the read-
It is apporent

context.

er can refer

from the influence of
unnecessary,

to them in the full content sermons.
that giving examples of the above supporting materials apart
the immediate context is unwarranted and
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As stated previously, the supporting materials were used in com-
plicated and interrelated ways with other types of supporting materials
in the context of the semmons. This is the basic-reason the above ex-
amples refer the reader to the context so this pattern of interrelation-
ships can be seen., This led to the question of the functional relation-
ships of the materials.

Functional Usage of Supporting Materials. This approach to analyzing the

supporting materials was based on examining how the supporting materials
were used in the immediate context.. For example, Billy Graham stated in
his May 18 sermon that the Epicureans loved pleasure. He used descrip-
.tion in the fomm of an example to amplify the main idea, two factual
illustrations used as examples, eight Scriptural references used as
authority in climactic arrangement, orereference to Jesus used as con=-
trast, and one specific instance used as contrast in order to amplify
material, Billy Sunday used functional supporting materials in his June
11 sermon on "Heaven" for example when he stated: "Heaven is a wonder-
ful place." He developed this phrase with one comparison used as an
example to achieve amplification in a deductive proposition, six hypothe-
tical descriptions used as specific instances in amplification, and one
statistical description of Biblical sources used as an example to amplify
material,

The examples above were condensed into a basic descriptive formula
so that the procedure might be clearer.

"In developing a (AB) subpoint, supporting material'(x)-was
used in a functicnal sense as (Y)."

An example of this model might be used as:

"In developing a deductive subpoint, factual illustration was
used as comparison to amplify the main idea."




It can readily be seen that this gives additional informmation on the
use of supporting materials in the sermons. Appendix B contains two out-
lines of sermons preached by the evangelists that show the supporting
materials arranged according to functional usage. These sermon outlines
show the complexity and interrelationship of the mass of suppofting mat-
erial used by the evangelists, For example, the examples cited on the
previous page were part of the outline of a sub-point. All of the ser-
mons were analyzed and included in Appendix B in this form:

B. Heaven is a wonderful place.13

One comparison used as an example to achleve ampllflcatlon

in a deductive proposition.

Six hypothetical descriptions used as specific. instances in
amplification.

One statistical description of Biblical sources used as an
example to amplify material.

Graham used the following functional supporfing materials in the
first sub-point of the first division of his May 18 sermon:
A. The Epicrurans love pleasure.lh
Description used as an example to amplify main idea.
Two factual jllustrations used as examples to amplify
main idea,
Eight Scriptural references used as authority in climactic
arrangement to amplify material,
Reference to Jesus used as contrast.
Specific instance used as contrast in order to amplify.

Summary. This section was divided into an analysis of the'general usage

of supporting materials and the functional usage of supporting materials,

1 ,
3Sunday, Sermon preahced on June 11, 1917 at New York.
1h(}raham, Sermon preached on May 18, 1957 at New York,

6l
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Two tables (Tables 5 and 6) show the comparative results that
were found on the evangelists' use of supporting materials.

General usage of supporting materials included independent units
of supporting materials such as illustrations, Scriptures, comparisons,
etc. Functional usage of supporting materials showed the results of

the interrelationship of supporting materials in the immediate context.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this thesis was to examine and compare the logical
modes of persuasion used by Billy Sunday and Billy Graham in their res-
pective New York Crusades. The research was based on analyzing four
factors that influenced the logical modes. Those factors were basic
premises, organizational patterns, reasoning modes, and supporting mat-
erials used by the evangelists.

The basic premises of both evangelists were found to be fundamental-
istic and Bible centered. Biographical materials on Billy Sunday and
Billy Graham that were used in this study revealed that both evangelists
had come from fundementalistic backgrounds and this explained the similar-
ity in their use of basic premises.

It was discovered that both evangelists organized their sermons around
a basic text or Scriptural source and followed a topical pattern of develop-
ment. The text was generally a short, familiar passage., Both evangelists
had divisions or main points that the audience could easily rearnember sup-
porting the thesis of the text.

Of the various modes of argument, deductive reasoning was used more
than any other type of reasoning as main arguments and sub-arguments by
.both evangelists. Inductive reasoning was found to be used less than any
6ther mode, Billy Sunday used causal arguments second in frequency on
the sub-argument level as compared to Billy Graham's use of analogy rea-
soning s=cond in frequency on the sub-divisional level. There were no

data available on the inductive mode for comparison. The evangelists
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were different in respect to kind and length of analogies used in their

sermens. JSunday used figurative analogies in a few short paragraphs
while Graham's analogies were literal analogies and sometimes covered
several manuscript pages. They were found to be different in their use
of causal reasoning. Both used cause-to-effect, but Sunday generally
showed where a past cause produced a past or present effect while Gra-
ham showed how a past cause produced a future effect.

The characteristic trend found in their senmnons was the frequent
uge of deductive reasoning structured as an enthymeme.

It was apparent frrm the study that the evangelists relied on Seript-
ural sources and references more than any other type of supporting mater-
ial to develcp their sub-arguments.,

The one common variable that was basic in evaluating the use of
the logical mode of persuasion was that both evangelistis had similar
fundamentalistic influences that determined their thinking and preaching.
The fundamentalistic orientation of their respective periods gave them
a set of basic premices and an established authority thrcugh the use of
Seripture. The fundamentalistic trend would probably account for their
use of the topical organization of serwons because this was a common
attribute of the evangelistic style as the research indicated. The study
indicated that deductive reasoning was the predominant type of argument
used and it was found in the research materials that this type of argu-
ment also characterized the preaching of former evangelists. This might
tentatively explain why Sunday and Graham showed similar reasoning patterns
in their semnons. The conception of the primacy of Scripture as authority
was a key idea in the thinking of a fundamentalist and was the corner-
stone in Sunday and Graham's preaching, They used Scripture more than

any other source for supporting their sub-arguments and for this rea-
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son just stated, it was their basic authority.

The research revealed that the évefagé person that attend the
Sunday and Graham meetings was identified as a middie»class Christian.
This would mean that the audience in all probability had a favorable
attitude towards the use of Scripture as a means of establishing the log-
ical modes of persuasion. |

The question was raised in the opening chapters as to whether the
work of the evangelists could be attributed to persuasive factors or to
the influence of spiritual factors. This study was directed towards anal-
yzing tangible, pragmatic factors that might explain the effects of the evan-
gelists! preaching. This afforded a more concrete and otjective frame of
reference in analyzing and evaluating the preaching of both evangelists.
Surmary. This study was directed towards examining and evaluating the
logical modes of persuasion used by Billy Graham and Billy Sunday in
their respective New York Crusades. Relevant factors that gave a clear-
er insight into the construction of the logical-modes were also examined.
Perhaps the most common variable that explained the usage of the logical
modes of persuasion was the influence of a common fundamentalistic frame
of reference that both evangelists shared. This frame of reference was
viewed as adaquate enough to explain the origin and usage of basic premises,
use of topical patterns, usage of deductive reasoning modes over other types,
and the abundant usage of Scripture in all its forms as thé primary sup-
porting material. The similarities of the evangelists in all points studied
further indicated that the fundamentalistic frame of reference was adaquate
in explaining their use of the logical modés of persuasion. This study
concluded that Billy Sunday and Billy Graham were generally similar in

their use of the logical modes of persuasion.



APPENDIX A

This secticn contains the texts of two sermons that were preached
by the evangelists in théir New York Crusades. These sermons were chosen
becauée they generally exhibit most of the factors found in this study
and serve as appropriate examples of the evéngelists' basic style of
preaching. |

The reader may compare the Sermon Outlinges in Appendix B in order
to ascertain fhe divisions and progression of supporting material used
under each division. The sermons have numbers on the right side of the

page which corresponds to the line., (For example: "25" means "line 25",)

References made in this thesis, particularly in the Reasoning Modes, have

in part been drawn from these sermons unless otherwise specified,
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SERMON NUMBER 1

Billy Sunday April 11, 1917
New York Crusade _ ‘

DEFENSE OF REVIVAL

"0 Lord, revive thy work in thes midst of .
the years . . . in wrath remember mercy.” Hab. 3:2.

God has the right to deal with us any way He-pleases;_l'pray}that He
will not give us what is coming to us, but will besar a little more patient-.
ly with us, kiss away our stains of gquilt and give us another chance.

We are reminded by that verse that we are in the midst of the years --
the one in which we are living., It is a good thing to take an occasional
retrospective view, then an introspective view, then a prospasctive view and
try to discover by the introspective what caused you to do the things that
make you to hang your head in shams, the things that loom up out of the
midst of the past like the periscopsz of a submarine.

There are a good many things that remind you that the sands of the 10
hourglass of time are fast shifting for many of you. It will not be long
until the undertaker will pump you full of embalming fluid and a guertet
will sing, "Lead, kindly Light, amid th' encircling gloom; Lead Thou ms
on,"

This prophet, Habakkuk, is supposed to have lived contemporary with
Jeremiah, and his prophecy was uttered in anticipation of that old Jewish
captivity, which captivity was the result of the people of God mingling,
mixing and amalgamating with the people whom God told them to pass up like
a bum would a pay car or a hobo a woadpile. But they would not listen to
God. Thay thought they could give thes Lord cards and spades, that He was 20
a little too old foggich., They imagined His religion was a little cut of

date, So the prophet looked down and saw, by the laws and conditions that
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were then operative, that there was hut one inevitable outcome from all
that conglomerate mixture and amalgamation; and that was the Babylonish
captivity and the baring of their backs to the blows of their taskmasters.
So he prayed, "O Lord, revive thy work."

The only way to keep that crowd safe is to revive them. Is what the
world needs today more méney? Oh, no! It isn't conservation of natural
resoﬁrces nor irrigation projects nor free silver or gold standard that
the old world needs; it needs a baptism of the old-time religion that has 30
warmed the world's cold heart for two thousand years,

There are people who suppose -~ I suppose they always will suppose -
that the only way to promote religion is to move along uniformly in the
same gld rut. There are two crowds in every church -~ the ruts and the
anti-ruts, So long as they will deliver the goods, I don't éive z rap how
old the methods are; I don't caré if thzy are moss-covered, But if they
don't, there is one place for them and that is the scrap pile.

Some people are.scared to death that somebody may do something out of
the ordinary that will keép a sinner out of Heil. Some of them would rather

see a person go to Hell than for things not to be done "decently and in Lo

order."

Now, what is the nature of a revival? It is an increase in religious
things. We are facing the growing dominance of the material over the
spiritual. You can take a basket of nickels on your arm, walk down the
average straet, scatter them and then lead the bunch so close to Hell that
they could smell the sulphur fumes vemiting from the inferro below.

This is a busy age in which we live. Man has hardly time to stop

and comb his hair, or get shaved. VYou rush into a depot, the brakeman pokas
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his head in the door, "Twenty minutes for lunch," and you rush over, grab

a cup of coffee and 2 sinker, Then later you go down and spend seventy- . -

five bones getting cured for what cost you a jitney.

This is the day of isms and ‘schisms and ologies. There never was a
time when there were more isms wriggling their carcasses out of the pit of
Hell to lead people off dn a\tangent from the true God, than in your day
and mine. The Devil has trensformed himself intc an angel of light. Fif-
tesn yeuzrs ago he was assaulting the church through infidelity, led by the
archangel of inFideliﬁy, Bob lngersoll, B8ut today the church is being as-
saultad by isms and schisms and there isn't religion enough in them to
float their dirty fallacies! The Devil is a smart guy; he's baen preying
on this old world for six thousand years, He never has appendicitis or
peritonitis; he's always Johnny-on-the-spot.,

It's an axiom in regard to all enterprises that the measure of one's
preparedness will in a degree determine the measure of his success. Just
in proportion as you are prepared to have the Spirit of God move upon your
heart and through your heart into the community, in that proportion will
the Spirit of God move to bring this city to its knees in repentence.

Years ago when Mcocdy was in New York, some of the preachears weré
knocking him. They said he was crude and a jabberer. His eccentricities
and idiosyncrasies greatly astonished and alarmed them.

That reminds me of a lady who came to my tabernacle. Somebody asked
her, "What do you think of Mr. Sunday?"

“he drew in her diaphragm and said, "Well, he seems to be desperately
in earnest, He Is a man of contrast. He is January and he is June. He is

Mount Vesuvius in a hemorrhage of lava; now he's raining daffodils. Now

50-.
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he's refined and as chaste as a lamb; now he's as slangy as a hobo in a
stale beer joint asking for a handout."

So I try to be all things to all people that I might win some to God,
and if I don't stick to my text, I will try to stick to my crowd.,

Dr. Booth got up before the ministeria)l assosiation of New York and- 80
said of Moody: "Here's a man who has done for weeks what all the mgthodiét
preachers combined could not do. He has arrested, gripped and held the
attention of this pleasure~mad community., Instead of growling and grumbling,

I think it's up to us to pray."

He said, "1 went home with that conviction and preparad a sermon on
the test, 'Come; for all things ere now ready.' I had two heads ~-'Come,’
and 'Come now.' I preached and gave the invitation. Three young man wznt
into an afternoon meeting weeping their way from sin to salvation."

That was three more, my friends, than they had had for years in that
great religious refrigerator., 90
The man who magnifies the Word of God and the blood of Jesué Christ
in his preaching is a man whom God will hurl like a thunderbolt against the

mountains of sin that da;e liFt-their,headsAagainét the forces of truth!

Why is it that ‘the names of Wesley, Whitefield, Jdpathan Edwards,

Finney, mooay th multitudes of others stapd out as clean-cut as a cameo
upon the pages of history? 1 will tell yoﬁ! They were men who were con- e
épicuous bécaqselof their.Fearleséness in their”assaﬁlts upon évery Fﬁrmlof 
evil and of evil doérs -~ rich, boor, black,'white.'naﬁive-bqrn,or_ForeignQI

!

born. They hurled the znathemas of God into the ranks of sin, irréspectivg‘

\

of who might sit and listen. That is the‘kind of man God. will honor, hb; 100

matter who He may be.
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I want to say to this city ncw, right at the kickoff, that I believe
the Bible is the Word of Cod frem cover to cover. So you high-brow
preachers know where 1 stand on this sub ject.

1 believe it, not because 1 can understand it all; not because I can
harmonize it with the philosophies of men, but because the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it and it has delivered the goods for all these centuriss,
When =zome bigwig who has dreamed his theories over the beer mugs, tobacco
smoke and the battle fumes of Heidelburg and Leipsig butts into me and says
to me, "Mr, Sunday, the consensus of the latest scholarship has decreed
thusz and so regarding the divine origin of the Scriptures," 1 say, "UWhen 110
the consensus of the latest scholarship says one thing and the Word of
God says another, the latest scholarship can go plumb to Hell for all we
care."

We may determine.tonight whether we will have a spiritual awakening
and put the Devil in the hospital bsfore the Fourth of July., The respon-
sibility has never been with God, never! It never will be! I used tc say
that I could see a revival cloud the size of a man's hand. I used to say,
“There is a coming revival." Oh, bless God, I have learned that tha prom-
ises of Cod are in the present tense. We can have it now if we will do
what God tells us. 1If your city sags morally; if men are staggering, 120
reeling, vomiting, spewing down the street; if girls are selling their
womanhond; if girls hang around your cabarets, hotels and restaurants over-
perfumed, over-jeweled, over-fed and under-dressed, it is your fault. A
man couldn't look at one of them very long with prayer-meeting thoughts,
Don't you forget it! I.wonder today that there are as many fellows who

keep their decency and their morals as they do, with what is flaunted in
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in their faces.

If the city sags morally, oh, the trouble is‘notKWith God but with the
citizenship. It'é up to you.. If the church is losing her power, ‘degen-
éfating into a third-rate amusement bureau and reducing religion to form
and ceremony, ritual and an ethical code, the trouble is not with God. If 130
the preachers preach to wood and varnish instead of folks, the trouble
isn't with God. If the Devil can scare up more church members at a leg
show than at prayer-meeting, the trﬁubie isn't with God -~ it is with the
members of that church. You can't blame the Lord for these things. No!

1 plead not for a2 modern revival. I don't know anything about your
modern dope. Mine is as old as the cross of Jesus; is as old as the nails
that were driven through His hands. I plead Fof an old.Pentecoéﬁal revival
that will make drunkards scber, that will make thieves to steal noc more,
that will make blasphemers to pray, that.will make meA who a:e.keeping some-
body on the side agd disgracing their wives and children go home and be 1Lo
decent,.that will make dead-beats pay their debts and transform this old
God-forsaken, whiskey-soaked, Christ-baiting, Sabbath-brezking, Lord-
damning, harlot-ridcen world into a paradise of peace and benediction and
blessing.

It's not objectionable., Some people say, "A revival is an abnormal
condition."

I say, "You lie!" A revival is a normal condition; and this low, dead.
lifeless propositioa i that-is abnormal: Do you mean to insult God Ey
sayijg:that anything that makes. & man zray, kiss his wife instead of beat-
ing her up, pay his debts, is an abnormal condition? Qo you mean td say 150

that it is normal when.a man goes home drunk? Or that it is abnormal when



Billy Sunday 76 -7
New York Crusade

he is sober and decent?

You say, "It is followed by reaction.,"

I say, "That's a lie," adain.

It isn't true. But if it were true it is worth all the money spent,
all the energy put forth, all the sleepless nights and all the meals you
forget; for by and through a revival the hearts and minds of a community
will be gripped and turned toward God, and the tide will be turned from
the saloons tqward the church, toward the Sunday School, toward decency,
towzrd sobriety, toward virtue, 160

If you have a child who is ill, you summon a physician. He diag-
noses the difficulty, prescribes for the malady. The medicine binds up
the disintegrating tissue, puts the bloom of health on the cheek of your
little one so that he may stay in your arms twelve months longer than he
could have done had the doctor not come. It is worth every dollar thzt you
paid the doctor for the happiness and the joy you have had of kissing your
baby twelve months longer than you could have donz had he not come. If
some man will stagger down that aisle, give me his hand, walk home sober
for a year, give his wife his pay, let his children climb on his knees and
rub their hands through his hair -- if at the end of a year he again stag- 170
gers home drunk, it was worth every dollar spent to let that wife sleep
for twelve months,

"0 Lord, revive thy work!" The history of the church is a history of
. revival. How can any minister have the audacity to insult God by lifting
himself against revivals and still claim to be a preacher? In my opinion
he is a disgrace ta the church. If he is your preacher, you can %te2ll him

so ~- ] don't care whether he bhuttons his collar in front or behind.
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You ask the man or woman who sits by your side, "When did you turn
from sin to Jesus Christ?" and you will be dumbfounded to discover that
about seven out of every ten will say, "At a timz of special awakening.” 180
I take issue with you right there.
The economy of nature provides for the occasional copisus downpour
of rain, but you would be a fool to grumble because it didn't rain zll .the
time.,
It isn't unwise to have revivals in business ~- oh, no! I never

d of a community or a commercizl club saying they were doing too much

=
ju
o
¥y

business. It isn't unwise to have a revival in politics -~ not at alll
The government spends millions of dollars on educational buildings and
books znd teachers. And once in Four years weg hire halls, newspapsrs,
editors, magazines and orators and this republic becomes a university in 160
which to train voters. A number of them have backslidden and therefore
some Democrats are going to vote the Republizan ticket, and some Republi-
cans are going to vote the Democratic ticket; somz are utterly indifferent.
So we have a political revival, and they have a political evangelist
chasing up and down the country spouting their doctrines from the rear
end of a train. It is nothing but a great political revival, or awakening,
that is being had -- that's all! And so it is all through, no matter what
it may be.

In the business world you have to make a market for the goods as wzll
as to make the goods. A man may be an automaton and make the goods, but it 200
takes a higher grade of intelligence to make a market For the goods than to
make the goods. The highest grade of intelligence you can find today in

any one class is the traveling man, for he has to be a Fellow with a good
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bean on him to sell the goods.

Every community has a Chamber of Commerce, and all that, to create a
business revival, We have an auto show -~ that is nothing but an auto re-
vival to show us the new designs. We have a horse show ~=- that is nothing
but a horse revival to show how magnificently we are developing horse flesh
to a standard of perfection. Colleges observe commencements -~ that keeps
up the spirit of loyalty. What commencement is to. colleges, revival is to 210
religion; what health is to an individual, revival is to religion; what
education is to culture, a revival is to religion.

It is the church's business to create a spirit of unrest in the hearts
of the people and disgust them with sin so they will forsake their iniqui-
ties and become as God wants them. That is the mission of the church.

You cut the day of Pentecost out of civilization; you cut Peter and
Paul out of civilization ==~ what'you have left would not do to make a rum-
mage sale. |

If a man opens his soul toward businzsss, he becomes a businessman;
toward pelitics, a politician; toward dishonesty, a thief; toward the sal- 220
oon, a booze hoister; toward Jesus Christ, a Christian. My challenge to
you, sir, is this: show me your faith by your works.

Oh, a boy can pick up a3 stone and break the cathedral window -~ yes,
but it takes an artist to build it, A fool can light a match and burn down
a structure that takes a skilled contractor and architect to eract. 0Oh,
anybody can yank the leaves from a rose, but it takes Cod to makes it and
kiss it with the sunlicht., A mob spat in the face of Jesus Christ, nailed
Him to the cross, but Cod wakened Him and He rose from the dead. Let

those who sneer at revivals find something that has produced a blessing
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and benefit equal to that in a revival of religion before they open their
old jaws. 230

Horace Bushnezll, one of the brightest tutors that Yale College produced
for Forty years, was pastor of the First Congregational Church of Hartford,
Connecticut. Horace Bushnell said that if any man expects to carry on the
cause of Jesus Christ on a steady, dead level, fearful lest the axles of
Cod's chariot might kindle into 2 flame, he is too big a coward to be a
leader of the Lord's hosts. When the preaching is faithful, when the
prayers are sarnest, when the lives of Lhe people are pur2, a revival will
follow as naturally as the sun will shins,

Somebody says: YA revival causes disrespsct or brings disrespsct to
the cause of Christ." No! Because by and through the revival we confess 2Lo
that we have declined spiritually and need something to arouse us. You
don't put the communiiy in possession of some information they haven't al-
ready on tap -- not at all! Honest confession is good for the soull

You say, "A revival is temporary." So is a rain shower. So is a
Pentecast. 5o was the reformation under Martin Luther -- but the world
Feels the benefit of its blessings today,

A revival temporary? 5o is a bath! Take one, it will do ycu good!

You say, "It exalts tha evangelist."”

It does nothing of the kind. The evangelish has his place in ths
divine gconomy as much as the pastor, I am sizk and disgusted with a lot 250
of fellows knocking somebody who does not do the seme thing just the way
he should., No, sir! I've got my place in God's divine ecoromy just as
much as January and February 2nd October and Novembar havz in the calendar

in the swinging of ths sun. Where the word "pastor" is mentioned once in
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the Bible, "evangelist" is mentioned twice; so I've got him skinnad two to
One .

Now hold on a minute! I've got a great admiration for a man who can
serve the church year in and year out and build the people up in their
faith, God bless him! He has my prayers. God doesn't call me to do it.
There i1s many a man whom God honors énd blesses as the pastor of @ church 250
who would be a fizzle as an evangelist, On the bther hand, He will bless
an evangelist who would be a failure as pastor of a church. I never was
called as pastor of a church but once, and that was when a man offerad to
give thirty-five hundred dollars a year toward my salary; but I didn't
accept it. If I sver did make up my mind to do it, I would buy a round-
trip ticket -~ take it from me! But you can bet I would skin the gzng
while T was on the job.

A revival is a conviction of sin in the church, Backsliﬂérs aré
aroused, sinners are brought to Christ through a revival, and your faith
is strengthened. The average man or woman today is blind to these con- 260
ditions, Pray! Get your own heart and life right, then yod begin to yearn
and long to see other people right for Jesus Christ and for His truth. O0Oh,
the truths of the Bible are a dream; they are a mirage to a great many
people today. They never become 2 reality to them because they are in
such a backslidden state and condition themselves,

1 was in a town out in- Iowa preaching in a little tent. And old farm-
er, a rich old fellow, askad me to go out to his house for dinner. I went
with him one timz, As w2 sat in the parlor he was pulling his bird-tzil
whiskers and trying to hit the spittoon thirty feet away -- like that!

Pretty socon he got up, walked across to the wall, took down a copy of 270
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Jayne's Almanac and began to turn thz leaves. He said, "I am looking to
see when the mogon changes."

1 said, "What for?"

"I want to mark my calves; I cut the slits out of the ears of some of
them and they bled to death. I was told if I marked them in a certain time
of the moon they would be all right."

"Do you believe that?" I asked,

He said, "Yes, I've had one of these almanacs in the house for tuwenty
years,"

I said, "That's gueer that you will believe that, You have two kids, 280
and if you would put them on the market tomorrow they wouldn't bring as
much as one of those black-polled steers you have out in the field."

The trouble with people is that they spend toc much time getting their
hogs and cattle ready for market and too little time getting boys and girls
ready for Heaven.

Revival? Get right yourself! You begin to realize that without
Jesus Christ you are lost and drifting away from Christ and His truth!

"0 Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years . . . in wrath remember
mercy "

When is a revival needed? When religion ié not ideal. Christianity 290
does not consist in certificates of church membership, Christianity does
not consist of trotting out to church Sunday morning, keeping little spots
seventeen inches square warm for a half hour, listening to a sermonette,
putting a plugged, counterfeit cent into the collection plate and then
singing, "When tha Roll Is Called Up Yonder."

A preacher came to me out in lowa and he said, "Bill, I thought I had
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done my duty whan I held up the bleeding form of Jesus Christ and dilated

.upon His precepts. 1 find now that I've got a right to preach against sin.”
Many a man isn't fir for the balm of Gilead until you have given him

the good old-fashioned curry comb of the law and he begins to realize he 300

needs Jesus Christ and scmething besides soothing syrup. Thersfore, a re-

vival is needed when there are feuds, factions, quarrels.

I owe more to Dr. Chapman that I ever became 2 preacher than to any
other man. I traveled with him as an assistant for two years. He picked
me out of the corn rows of Illinois,

One time we went to 2 town up in Kansas to conduct a series of meet-
ings. UWe were accustomed to having union meetings, bu® when we arrived on

' have )
the scene in this town we found that they could/h:. a union meeting had it
not hesn for a quarrel with the Presbyterian church, Thay had had a fuss
and there were a few people alive and awake, up-to-date, who said they 310
would withdraw. So they went down to ths bank of tha river, built a church,
had 2 good live-wire preacher thaere who was going at a good gait zll the
time on high gsar, while the other fellow had the brekes sst.

Wz were being entertained in the home of this preacher in whose
church we were holding the meeting. These two preachers lived side by side

on the bank of the river. Thaey had a high board fence right on the linz,

)

ninz feet high, so the kids and wives couldn't scrap back and forth, I

sald to Doc one day, "1'd like to meet the pastor of the other church, the
Presbyterian church.”

He said, "Well, perhzps. o

We were strolling down the street one day. His white neckiia was

flapping back and forth; he was wearing a silk hat and was twirling a cane.



Billy Sunday 83

New York Crusade ~14
He said, "Yonder comes the pastor of the other church."

I said, "I'd like to meet him."

When we got in close quarters, they turnmed, looked in the opposite
direction, as though the world or one another smellad bad, I said, "It's
evident that you two fellows don't speak as you pass by."

He said, "No, sir! I haven't spoken to him for eight years,”

I said, "Have you been preaching in ths interim?"

He said, "Yes, sir.," 330

I said, "Have you been administering the ordinance of communien and
of baptism?"

He said, "Yes, sir."

I said, "If you died you would deserve to be in Hell now. If you are
a Presbyterian you believe in predestination, foreordination, the final
przservation of the saints. What sort of a Bible have you? My Bible says,
'If you fergive not men their trespassss, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.' I would like to see the theological gymnastics that you
display to sidestap that."

We stayed there a week; nobody was converted., We packed our trunks 3ho
and left. The Spirit of God fled from the scene of strife and discord.
You might as well expect a mummy to speak and besr children, as tc expect
people to be converted in a cold world of faultfinding, growling preachers.

A friend of mine was preaching in a town in Iowa when he took sick,
He had to go to the hospitel and have an operation. The ministerial asso-
ciation acked me to come and take the meeting in his absence. 1 was sched-
uled to begin another meeting in another town on the Lord's day, but I

said, "If you can fix it up with the preachers in that other town, I'l] be
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glad to do it."

They did, and wired me. I went and preached a week. The ministers had
preached two weeks in that little town. They sent a man up there to preach 350
in the interim, and he preached a week; then I went up and preached a week,
but there wasn't a man, woman or ¢hild converted ~- not a one!

1 preached but they seemed to sit spellbound. One day a Methodist
minister came up to see me, looking sad. He said, "Bill, one of my leading
members was Doc Stewart, He asked me For a letter of dismissal.”

I said, "I wouldn't give it to him.,"

He said, "Well, we've done everything we can and we can't convince
him that he is wrong. He is one of these.bullheadEd Scotchmen; you couldn't
move him."

1 said, "What's the trouble?" 360

He said, "Doc Stewart was a steward of the Methodist church. The mayor
of the town was a steward in the same church. The school board was look-~
ing around for a site upon which to erect a new school building and Doc
Stewart had a site to sell. A man who owed the mayor four hundred dollars
had a site to sell. The school board voted to buy the site from this fel-
low who owed the mayor, and Doc charged the mayor with pulling strings so
he could get his dough.

"You couldn't convince him that he was wrong. You couldn't turn Doc,
When they met on the street they passed the lie, put up their dukes and
went at it, The mayor gave an upper cut that sent Doc to the mat. He 370
painted his eye."

One night T turned to the Presbyterian preacher, 2 fellow named: ‘Jordan,

and said, "Who will I ask to pray?"
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"Ask Doc Stewart to pray."

So I asked Doc Stewart to pray and he was game. He got up, cleared
his throat, and went at it.

Did you ever hear a threshing machine start up in the fall after she
had stood out all winter and all summer without any grease? Well, you can
know thzt old Doc was going some when he sweated out a celluloid collar.

He staggered through, and I said, "Now you get those fellows together
and see if you can't fix it up."

So they got them and a number of the leading men together. Fipally
they got up, shook hands and buried the hatchet,

"Now," they said, '

'everybody in town knows about it,"

The town was built this way -- the courthouse was in the middle and
the town was built around it. I said: "Lock arms, walk arcund tewn,
around the courthouse sguare, and let everybody know it."

So they locked arms, walked around the courthouse square, then cata-
cornered through it. Everybody in town rubbered. That night you couldn't
get within a hundred feet of the building. I preached. Nobody was con-
verted. People sat crying. I saw a woman get up and start down the
aisle; she was so big she had to move in sections. She went through a
cross aisle like that one, stogped by another woman, threw her arms around
her and let cut a yell like a Comanche Incdian. She threw her zrms up in
the air like 2 Dutch windmill. I said, "What's the matter?"

Two society women had been scrapoing for three or four ysars to see
who would be recagnized as society leader. A paster said: "That big Fat
woman is 2 Methodist; the one sitting down is a Baptist, They are trying

to settle the scrap."

380

390
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I preached. Nothing happened. The next day I had a day of fasting LOO

and prayer., That afternoon two women who hadn't spoken to one another for
four years got into the same home to pray. They spoke to everybody there
and were cordial to everyone except one another. 1 heard about it and
mentioned the fact., 1 said, "It's a disqrace; I'm ashamed to hear it."
One woman sitting in the back near a post got up and said, "Brother Sunday,
1 feel horribly chagrined. I'm one of the two to whom you refer. I have
made up my mind that I am going to get right tomorrow."

1 said, "Sis, you had better do it now. You might die tomorrow."

She got up and beat it.

That night when 1 gave the invitation Fifty-seven men and women came  L1O
weeping down the aisle; hundreds were swept into the kingdom of God. They
built a Methodist church out of it that cost hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars. The Baptist church community was stirred. Oh, the Spirit of God
flees from strife and discord!

A revival is neseded when there are prejudices and feuds and factions
and fusses, A revival is needed when there is 2 worldly spirit, It isn't
necessary to do something grossly inconsistent with the standards of mo-
rality and decency. No! A ship will ride the waves until the water gets
into her; she was made to ride the water and not for the water to be in her.

The church is all right as long as she is in the world; she is 21l 4,20
wrong when the world is in her. One of the troubles of the church today,
my friends, is that she has joined the world, and that is the reason why
the world won't join the church. It has lowered the standard of the church

in the universe. Oh, the world is lousy with humbugs today -- absolutely,
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The churches are full of sour-faced religious crabapples who are

trying to hand God a lemon,

Whoever works for the Devil will get his pay from the Devil. He will
give you both hell her and Hell when you are through; and you play both ends
against the middle. You are a big fool to follow the Devil. I tell you,
religion has done too much good for this old world for any buckeyester and L30
sawdust-filled fellow to knock. Don't forget that! No, sir! There are
some men in some churches who are bigger rogues than some of the convicts
in Sing Sing.

Live the way you ought to live for Gbod. Hell is seldom preached
nowadays -- that may be one reason why we have so much hell here on earth.

It is not preached enough. We don't preach enough of it to the people. IFf
you don't want to hear about Hell, don't come around here. 1 don't believes
in Gehenna ar Hades; I believe in plain, ocld-fashicned H-e-1-1 -- Hell.

It is no esrgument against religion, my friends, that there are black
sheep in the flock. Please remember that the Devil at one time lived in 140
Heaver, He had a chance but he passed it up. So if you mind your oun

faults you will have less time to find fault with other people. It will

keep you busy looking put for yourself!

"0 Lord, revive thy work.," A revival is needed when thers is spiri-
tual desolation among the multitude. I read in the papsr that twenty-five
thousand Presbyterians went to New York and backslid. You couldn't find
them with a fine-tooth comb or a search warrant. Lost. Not doing a thing
for the church of God!

You will find them in every denomination -- the Episcepal, the Method-

ist, the Paptist, the Lutheran, the Reformed, and all! We have a hundred LS50
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million populetinn in the United States and there are seventy-two million
who are not identified with any church -- Catholic or Protestant! Last
year 7,500 mzde reports that,not one accession on confession of faith did
they have. They are a lot of dead ones -- a lot of dead ones! That is
what's the matter.

0h, we neszd a panic in religion! The world doesn't need reforming,
the world needs transforming by the blood of Jesus Christ! Mighty few
people are being saved., Every church has its constituency. Some men go to
church -~ you, 2 Methedist; you, 2 Reformed; you, a Lutheran; you; an Epis~
copalian; you, a Presbyterian -- why? 0h, your wife goes there, your 450
mother was a member there, your children go to that Sunday School., So
you have your property and your religion in your wife's name!

Every church has its constitusncy; whensver you go, you go thsre. IF
you feel at home under these circumstances, all right., Take thes Sunday
School. How few of the Sunday School scholars are being saved and brought
into the church! How few people are being saved! MNest men azre touched by
church influence some time, but they are allowed to drift away -- no family
altars in our homes! Oh, we are letting our children grow up like wild
ass's colts today. No family altar; no wonder they are going to the Devil.
No wonder that, with the dew of youth on their brows, ycur girls feed the U460
red light districts! No wonder the age of the prostitute in the last
nine years in this country has fallen from twenty-three and twenty-six,
down to fifteen and seventeen. That is the average age of the prostitute
today -- Fifteen to scventeen! Tan years ago it w2s from twenty-three to
twenty-six, No worder!

Seventy-two nsr cant of our criminals are young men under twenty-cne,
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"0 Lord, revive thy work." May God yield the success that attends
the preaching of the Word. If the preacher stands up to speak the truth,
some God-forsaken old mountebank will object. But teke it from me, Bud; 1
want to tell yoﬁ you have no more business to run the church because you NL70
have a little dough than that fellow who sits there who hasn't got a scu.
Take your money and go to the Devil. You can dictate to some preachers
because you've got a little money, but you won't tell this preacher how to
pre2ach. You have put your eyeball on one whom you can't tell how to oreach.
It won't do you any gond. WNot that I know zll about it, but I know I am
preaching for God, I am preaching to the people. There is a big difference
between preaching for God and preaching to God. Any time you don't like it
you can beat it.

"0 Lord, revive thy work." Another thing. A revival is needed when
sinners are carzless; licentious, grafting, Sabbath.breakers. My friends, L8O
we've got to have a general religious awakaning in this country or it will
mean the dissolution of the home and of thz church and of the state., 1.
want you to know that I am no pessimist about that, either.

You have to judge by past history, and America is up against it good
and strong. 1 don't know why it should be. 1 don't know why peopls are
sick. I don't know why God wants us ‘o plant seed in March or April --

I don't know anything about that. I don't know why God Almighty had a

blood sacrifice to save the world. But the history of the world reveals

the fact that you can find the lowest state of morals in individuals and
communities and nations at the gr2atest height of prospsrity, and that 1190
the highest standard of morals have walked hand-in-hand with periods of

great affliction, my friznds, or of war or of somzthing that has chastised
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the nation; and God Almighty will start the suffering. You can't work a
shell game on God all your life! You can't hand Him the hot end of tha
poker all your days!

"0 Lord, revive thy work." And against this revival you will find
gvery black-legged gambler; you will find every brewer of the state; you
will find every madame of the red light; you will find every qunman; you
will find good-for-nothing God-forsaken hobo, riffraff, plug-ugly, rag-
shag and bobtail of socisty who fseds and fattens and gormandizes upon
the virtues, ths mz2nhood, the womanhood of others. They will lift them-
selves against this revival. Think twice if you want ta line up with 2
dirty bunch like that.

"0 Lord, revive thy work." Now, why haven't we had a revival? 1
will tell you. Listen! 1It's because you have no faith in them. You
thought you could get along without God's way of doing things. Oh, but
wait a minute! God Almighty won't allow the church, God won't allow the
preachers, God won't allow the community to lose faith in this form oF.

service,

510

Oh, somz fellows with their mutton-chop whiskers, their whites neck- gpg

ties and their bell-bottomed trousars have said the days of revivals are
ovar. Oh, bless them! 0One day wﬁen they shouted, God Almighty stopped
making worlds. He fell down, lzaned over the battlements of glory, called
down into the coal mine and said:

"0-h-h, Robérts, come here,"
And that Welsh caal miner, with his cap on, with his face grimsd with

coal and burnt powder, with his lamp burning, crawled up out of the bowsls

of the earth and said: "Who called me? What do You want, Lord?"
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"I haven't got a preacher or a college professor in all Walss whom I
can trust with the job and I want you to start a religious awakening." 560

God Almighty, through that crude, illiterate coal miner, started one
of the greatest religinus awakenings that has been recorded in the history
of the world since Peter preached at Pentecost.

God grabbed up the Welsh revival, hurled it into the faces of the
knockers and said: "Take that, you mutt!"

They said, "The days of revivals are over."

And God called Torrey. God poked His head in tiie door of that univer—
sity and called for that infidel agnostic professor and sent him out. I
would rathar sit at the feet of R. A, Torrey and hear him expound the
Scriptures than any man I know of in Amarica. God senl him prsaching 570
around the world, And God picked up the Torrey and Alexander revivzal and
hurled it into the faces of the knockers and said, "Take that, you mutt!®

They said, "The days of revival are over."

And Cod called to my friend, Dr. Chapman, and sent him preaching up
and down the land, across the seas and to the antipodes, China, Japan, the
Maylay peninsula.‘ He held up thé bieeding form of Jesus Christ until
thousands came weeping into the kingdom of God, and God said, "Oh, take
that, you mutts."

“"The days of revivals are over!" So you say.

When you coms to the place that you believe in revivals, then you 580
can have them, Nobody ever heard me say an unkind word against the
ministerial institytion, and they never will. All I preach against is the
fellow who doesn': preach the truth. I want to presch ihe tru@h with all

the vim I've got.
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Nobody has ever heard me ridicule a minister. Nobody has ever heard
me argue with any man who differs from me religiously or any other way. I
haven't any time to stop to argue wiEh every little yellow dog that barks
along the highway.

Yet the responsibility for no revivals has to be thrown at the door of
the preachers of the country. If they will stop fighting thaological sham 590
battles and go to preaching God's truth, you will see the greatest relig-

rit

[N

ious awakening the world has ever lookad at. If you have lost your sp
of concern, it;s bscause the preacher has lost his., That's sure! I will
allow nc man on earth to go beyond me in paying tribute to culture, in-
tellectual greatnmess, social distinction; but the man who stands in the
pulpit must have the mind and the Spirit of God, sir, and of Christ,

He has to speak with a passion for souls, and if he tries to slaep,
God will awaken him.

You never heard me say an unkind word about the church. 1 love the
church with every drop of blood in my body, every corpuscle, svery cell, 600
every molacule, vein, artery, hair and cuticle. She's the btest institution
on the top of God's dirt. But T know her weakness.

What kind of man would youconsider mz if I would accept the invitation
of the ministers of the churches and then stand up and knock the churcﬁ of
God Almighty and knock the ministry as an institution? No, not I! Not
with all the strength that God gives me! Never! The church is a blessing.
But I'11 tell you this: You have had no tevivals because ths church of

had ro revival because she's

2]

Cod has been indiffersnt %o them. You hav

[}

been cold and farmal. You can't scald & hog in ice water, No, sir

You have had no revival because you have been as dignified, stifr, 610
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staid, cold, my friends, as tombstpnes. You have had no revival because
you have been worldly. Spurgeon once preached a sermon, the subject of
which wes, "How Saints May Help the Devil." One way saints may help the
Devil is to discourage the efforts that are being put forth to beat the
Devil. The Devil hates a revival, but he is dead stuck on the attitude
that some preachers and church members take toward it. It is to try and
weaken the hands of those who are trying to make headway against the Revil,
It is to dampen the ardor of those who are against the Devil. It is to
discourage others from uniting their efforts and their influence.
If I knew all :he devils on earth were here and sat in the s=ats Lo 620

w

lzer at me with their hot, wilting, burning breath, lec by th; cohorts of
Hall, 1 would kesp shooting away God's truth into their ranks with all the
powar that I possess. I repeat that thz most effectiva means, in my
opinion, that any man or woman can employ to publicly demonstrata yozur
insensibility as a citizen and your absolute indiffarence to gecency, 1is
to oppos2 a great work and 2 great campaign like this that has for Its
only purposa tha making of men and women as God Almighty wants men and
womzn to be. That is all there is to it.

If it wers not for that purposs, you couldn't get me to comne, You
haven't got money enough in your bank vaults or in the government sud- 630
treasury, my friends, to hire me to come and work on that.basis if I
didn't believe you were lost and on the road to Hell. Ycu haven't got
enough Lo do it!

"0 Lord, ravive thy work," One rszason it is so difficult to hove

[
-
(&)

work of God aduanced is that there ara so many people in the church whou

cara more about other things than they do about a revival. Thay care more



oL
Billy Sunday =25
New York Crusade

about money. They care more about politics. Thay care more about business.
They care more about society. Some of you women break your fool necks to

get your name on the calling list of some society woman to get the oppor-
tunity to stick your feet under her mahogany and drink her booze and cham- 6L0
pagne and then stagger home soused. You work more at that than to please

Jesus Christ. That's your ideal of life and the way to live in the world.

Oh, no!

I tell you there is hardly a city on earth that doesn't need to be
taken down to Cod's bathhouse and have ths hose turned on it for righteous-
ness and truth in the name of the Lord,

One preacher came to me out in lowa,and said, "ffir. Sunday, what we
need is anm ethical revival."

I said, “Forget it, Bud! Forget it! VYou can starve to death on
ethical stuff." 650

Sure you can. Go to Hell with that ethical revival. UWhat we nesd is
a revival that will give us a better home.

Oh, there is a great tendency today to break down the family altar.
Father forgets that he is the priest., Mather forgets that she represents
Jesus Christ, They turn their kids over to some governess or nurse who is
only interested in their children because it means so many dollars a week
salary -- that's all. And she hangs around and kisses and hugs a Pomeranian,

This revival, my friend, is one tide from an old sea that has swept

th

53]

world since Pentecost.
"0 Lord, revive thy wotk." We need a revival that will give us more 660
men for th=2 ministry. We are facing a crisis in the ministry today. flore

are leaving the ministry. 1 have been trying to preach in my crude,
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illiterate, jabbering jargon for twenty years up and down the land, ever
since 1 put aoff the spikes.

For twenty years I have been going up and down the land holding up
the bleeding form of Jesus Christ as God's atonement for sin and doing my
best to help people to Jesus. 1 would rather preach than anything on earth.
If President Harding should telegraph me, or telephone me tomorrow, and
say, "Bill, will you chznge jobs with me?" 1'd say, "Nothin' doin,’

670

Warren."
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I want you to turn with me to Isaiah, the 6lst chapter. Now every night I
want you to bring your Bible because I'm not here to tell you what I think.
I'm not here to tell you the latest news in the newspaper. 1I'm not here ta
give you my philosophy,'nor am I here to give a psychological addreés.

I'@ here to tell you what the Bible has to say and 1 want you to bring

your Bibles every night. If you don't have a Bible, get a Bible. IFf you
can't afford a Bible, borrow the money and buy one. You can get somé for
twsnty-Five cents or Fifty cents and get a Bible with good print. I'ﬁhink
ona of the devil's big tricks has been to get Bibles with small print so
peoplz don't want to read them. Get a Bible with big print and bring your 10
Bihles =2very night. Did you know that last night there was a youny woman
who heard m2 say that the first night; she came back last night, brounht a
Bible out here in the lobby, came in and followed my address and whan I
quoted a verse of Scristure, she looked it up and she said that thz cecmon
did nop appeal to her at all, but she said that the verst of Scripturs that
sh2 read that 1 refarred to, spoke to her heart and she came forward and
gave her life to Christ, Bring your Bibles and learn to be Bible-readers
and Bible-lovers. Almost every American has a Bible in their homes, but
nobody knows what the Bible teaches. Nobody's reading the Bible. I want
to get you reading the Bible. I want to tell you thz message of the Bible 20
in simple, everyday language that people can understand. And tonight, we
turn to the 0ld Testament, ths 6lst chapter, beginning at the first vearse.
We read these waords: "The spirit of the Lord Cod is upon me; because the
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me

to bind up the brokan-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
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opening of prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year

of the Lord..." (Isaiah 61:1,2). Now I want you to turn with me eight hun-
dred years into the future in the fourth chapter of Luke. Now lets say

that Isaiah, the prophet was living in the twelfth century. Lets come
forward to 1957, eight hundred years later. That's how far it was between 30
these two passages of Scripture that I'm going to read. Isaiah, a man

sat in England and prophesied in the twelfth century and now in 1957 we

read this passage. Here it is. The fourth of Luke, beginning at the fif-
teenth verse: "And he taught in their synagogues, being glerified of all.
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up!" Now He comes to

His hometown of Nazareth, That's where Jesus had been reared as a boy.

"And as his custom was..." I want you to notice something. "...as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day..." Now Jesus
went to church on the Sabbath day as His custom was, setting an example

that everyone of us should be in a church on Sunday. Do you go to church?
Are you in church on the Lord's Day? Jesus set an example and if Jesus L0
had time to go to church, you ought to have time. He had the burden of the
world upon His heart, but He went to church every Sabbath day. You say that
you are too busy to go to church. You're too busy for the church. Then
you're too busy. Certainly, out of all the hours of the week, you can

give God one hour a week and go to church and worship Him. You say, 'But

I don't like the preaching in the church that T go to." You don't go to
church to listen to a preacher. You go to church to worship God and
whather it's a small mission or whether it's a cathsdral, on a Sunday a

person can go and worship God. Then Jesus stood up to read, "And there
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was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 50
opened the book, he found the place where it was written..." And the place
where it was written is where we just read, the 6lst of Isaiah, written
eight hundred ysars before. Now, here's what He says! "The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed
the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the

eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he
began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 60
And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracicus words which pro-
ceaded out of his mouth.," Wouldn't you like to have been in that little
synagogue in Nazareth the day when Jesus walked in, the wonderful Jesus,

the compassionate, tender, kind and gracious and courteous Jesus, the Son
of the Living God, walking into a little church, sitting down and the
officiating rabbi hands Him the book of the prophet to read.and then asks
Him to give some comments on the Scripture that He read. And can you
imagine how astounded they were, how they stared in amazement when Hz said,
"This prophecy, by Isaiah, eight hundred years ago, is fulfilled at this
very hour ir your presence." 1 imagine they sat there in astounded, amazed, 70
and many of them in unbelief. Then they said that they were amazed at the
gracious words that flowed out of Hié mouth. Wouldn't you have liked to
hear Jesus talk? Woulcdn't you have liked to have seen the flash of His
‘eye, the tender compassion on His face as He stood before the little groug

in Nazareth that day, His friends and His neighbors that He had known from
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childhood and now He is making the astounding claim that the Scripture that
Isaiah had written eight hundred years before was now being fulfilled., I
want you to sit for a moment, in the little synagogue and I want you to get
your eyes, tonight, fastened on Jesus. H. G. Wells said, concerning Christ,
"Christ is the most unique person of history." He went further to say, "No 80
mar can write a history of the human race without giving first and fore-
most place to the penniless teacher of Nazareth." Rabbi Stephen Wise szid
concerning Jesus, ",.....find that He is divinely human. It is no mean

joy in us of the House of Israel to recognize, to honor and to cherish
among our brothers, Jesus the Jew who has influenced the world more than
any other man." Who is this man who comss breaking into history? Who

is this person that 700,000,000 people worship tonight? Who is this per-
son that art and culture have given first and foremost place? Who is this
persocn who brings the new law that changes civilization and changes the
whnle course of human history? This person, called Jesus, only lived for 90
thirty-three years, He never traveled more than a hundred miles. The
oxtent of His travels was no bigger than some county in New York state

and yet in 2,000 years He has transformed civilization, Charles Lamb was
right when he said, "If all the illustrious men were gathered togsther

and Shakespeare should enter their presence, they would rise and do him
honcr, but if Jasus Christ would come in, they would fall down and worship

" Napoleon was right when he said, "I know men and I tell you, Jesus

Him,
is not a man. Comparison is impossible between Him and any other being
who ever lived because He was the Son of God." Emerson was right when he

said, when asked why he did not include Jesus among his representative men 100

and Emarson replied, "Jesus was not a man, Jesus was God." Arnold Toynbee
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was right when he said, "And how as we stand and gaze with our eyes fixed
on the farther shore, a simple figure rises from the flood and straightway
fills the whole horizon of history. There is the Savior." Ladies and

gentlemen, I want us tonight to get our eves fixed upon Him and I want us
to see if this Christ is relevant to us today. I want to see this Christ

who lived 2,000 years ago and walked on the shores of the Sea of Calilee

and whom we believe, lives in the world today -- I want us to see if He's
relevant for your problems and your difficulties in your home, in your
business, in whatever society you move in. Let us look a bit and see His 110
origin. Where did He come from? Concerning most men, we can speak of

their origin and birth as one and the same, but not with Christ. When
Christ came to Bethlehem of Judea, that was not his origin. That was His
incarnation and there is a vast difference. Because Jesus did not begin

in Bethlehem. The Bible says in John 1l:1-4, "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with Cod, and the Word was God., The same was in the be-
ginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not
anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light

of men." Jesus said that He existed before the foundation of the world.

The Bible teaches that Jesus has always existed with the Father. He was 120
there when the moon and stars were flung out into space from His flaming
fingertips. He was there when God built the fires in the sun. He was
there when God hung the moon in space. He was there wheh God created this
planet, He has always existed., The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is

from "everlasting to everlasting." He had no beginning., He had no end

and when He was born that night in Bethlehem, that was His incarnation,

His coming in human form into the human race, I was walking along the
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road one day, I stepped on an ant hill. I didn't mean to and I remember
that I stopped and I looked at the ants., I killed a lot of them. My feet
are pretty big. I had wounded others and I had torn their little house 130
down and I rememher kneeling down and I said to myself, "I wish I could
‘bec0me an ant for a moment and crawl around down there among them and tell
them that I didn't mean to step on their little house." 1 didn't mean to
hurt them., I love them., 1'd like to help them rebuild, but I couldn't do
ity I'm too big and they are too little and they wouldn't understand my
language. That's exactly the way it was with God. &od locked down upon

this tiny little planet floating ocut into space and God saw men and women

in their confusion, in their lostness, in their sin, in their perplexities,
in their sufferings and their wars and their hatreds and their malice and
their jealousy and God said, "I love thas humzn race. 1 want to help them" 140
and so God decided to become a man. GCod was too big. We were too little.
His mind was too infinite. Our minds were too finite and so God decided

to become a man so He could communicate the fact that He loves us end

that's who Jesus Christ was. He was God in Christ reconciling the world

unto Himself. And you want to know what God is like?. I'11 tell you what:
God is like. You see that blind man? God reaches out in the person of
Christ and touches his ayes and makes them to see., You see that leper man,
bringing his little boy and saying, "Unclean, unclean, unclean!" I see Cod
in Christ touching that leper man and making him whole and clean and he

goes his way rejoicing. You wonder what God is like? 1 see a woman taken 150
in adultery, accused by the Pharisees, pointing their fingers of condem-
nation at her and ! hear her say, "Lord," taking Jesus as her Lord and

Master, puttingher faith in Him and I hear His tender, gracious words to
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this sinful woman, "Go thy way. 1 will not condemn you." That is God in
Christ. God came in the person of Jesus Christ. He was God, You say,
"Well I can't understand theat." Well I want to tell you something. I
can't either. No man has ever been able to understand the trinity, God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Nobody can understand that.
It's impossible for the human mind to grasp a mighty fact of God and there
are a lot of people who go along and they say, "Well if I can't put God in 160
a test-tube and put a cap on it, I don't believe it. If I can't put God

in a methematical formula, I won't believe it." Well I want to tell you,
then you will never believe it. Your life will never be changed because
there are some elements in the divine and in the deity and in God and the
history of the incarnation, that we will never understand and there is not
a theologian in the world who can explain it all. Do you know why ro one
can explain it? .Because God thought it up. They tell me that there are
onlf twenty-five people who have mastered Einstein's theory of relativity,
but at least twenty-five people have mastered it. Now no man can think up
something that a human mind cannot understand. It indicates that God must 170
have thought up the incarnation because no human mind can grasp it. It is
a mystery beyond us, but don't let that be an excuse to keep you from the
Kincdem of God. Comejust likeyou are and give yoUrli%e to Christ, Notice
His birth when God became man. It was not an erdinary birth., The Star,
the shepherdshearing the angelic chorus, thg Magi, the angel speaking to
the Virgin fMary and then later to Joseph. His very birth indicates that
He could not have been a mere man, He was more than that. You say, "But

I still don't understand that.” You do not have to in order to Find Ced.

Babies are born every day without knowing anything of embryology. You eat



103
Billy Graham -8
New York Crusade
every day without comprehending all the processes of digestion. You 180
breathe constantly without knowing all the functions of your diaphram.
Coming to know Christ does not depend upon your understanding of its my-
sterious operation, but upon the mighty facls that constitute the source
of its power. Notice His life. What explanation do you have for the life
of Jesus Christ., I've asked many a university student that and that always
stumps them. His miracles, His teaching of authority, His sermon on the
Mount which has never been equzlled, His ability to stand before His friends

and neighbors and say, "Who convicts me of sin? Have any of you ever sesn

me sin?" They had to shake their heads, "no." His tenderness, His love,
His szlflessness -- He never performed a miracle for Himself and in His 190
death He said to those who were nailing Him to the cross, "Father forgive
them, they know not what they do." The worst thing His enemiss could say
about Him was that He received sinners and ate with them. Look at His
teaching., The Bible says, "Never a man spake as this man" {John 7:46).

How deep? The depths of His tsaching have never been sounded. How

simple? So simple that a child can understand. How authgritative? He
taught as "one having authority." You never hear Jesus saying, "I think,"
"I hope," "1 suppose,” "Maybe" -- He always said, "This is it." He said,
"This is the road to heaven." He didn't say that there were two roads to
heaven. Hg said that there was only one and this was it and He said, 200
"...few there be that find it" (Matthew 7:14). Look at His death. Every
Catholic church in the world tonight has a Cross on it. Why? Every
Protastant church has a Cross. Why? When a hundred prominent Americans,

soma years ago, ware asked the greatest svent in human histery, most of

them said, "Tha death of Jesus Christ." why? In a biography of Danizal
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Webster, the greal American, 865 pages deal with the career of 2 great
statesman and just five of 865 pages are devoted to the story of his death.

In Hayas' Life of Lincoln, there are 5,000 pages and just 25 are devoted to

the dramatic story of his assassination and desath and that's the rule of

all biographies. The death of the hezro is a mere incident at the a2ad of 210
the book. But when we come to the four Biographies of Jesus or the four
gospels, ws are confronted with a strange fact., One-third of Matthew is

given to His death, One-third of Mark is given to Hiz death, One-fourth

of Luke is given to His death. Ona-~half of John is given to His daath,

Thay are devoted to the last twenty-four hours of His life. Why did Paul,

the apostle, go to the great city of {orinth and say, "I delivered unto

17

you First of all that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures

6]

(I Corinthians 15:3). Paul said, "1 am daterminad not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified" (I Corinthians 2:2}.

Ladies and gentlemen, the death of Jesus Christ is the most significant 220
Fact of human history because Jesus Christ came for th; express purpuse of
dying for sinners. Second Corinthians 1:15 says that God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto Hinself, First Peter Ll:15 says or First Timotihy
1:15 says, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

" He came to dis.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,..
When He l=ft Haaven, He knsw He was going to the Cross. He laid down His
life voluntarily for our sins. Because the Bible teaches that all of us
have sinnad and comz short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The Bible

“sin" m=ans that we have come

teaches that everyone of us are sinnesrs and
short of the glory of God. We have failed to live up to Cod's standards. 230

Cod is a holy and righteous God and God said, "The wages of sin is death..."
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(Romans 6:23). "The soul that sinmeth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:4),

And God said, "The momant you die, you are separated from God forever”

and Jesus called that separatiﬁn "hell." Now, Jesus Christ said, "I love
you. I love you. I love you. I don't want to see you die. I don't want
to sse you endure the sécond death. I don't want to see you separated from
God. I will take the penalty for you" and so when Jesus Christ went to

the Cross, He died taking your judgment and your hell and your punishment
on the Cross. Now that happened in some mysterious way, but the Bible
teaches that God was ini Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. You 240
see, our sins had come between us and God., You were separated from God

and that is the reason many of you are unhappy tonight. That's the reason
you don't have peace in your life. That's the reason your home is all
mixed up. That's the reason there is perplexity and confusion in your
soul. You are separated from God. You haven't found peace and joy and
rest and happiness and life which you have been éearching for. The reason
is that you were made in the image of God. God gave you a will of your
own, bu% you rebelled against God. You turned against Cod consciously

or unconsciously. The Bible teaches that you have sinned against God.

You are a sinner by nature. You are a sinner by practice. You are a 250
sinner by choice and God being a Holy God, sin comes between us and God.
Now, what Jesus did on the Cross was this: He reached out to God and
grasped God's hand; on the other arm of the Cross, He reaches out.tb you

to grasp your hand and bring you and God together again. For all of you
who will come back’ to God at the Crosé, He gives peace, joy, an inward
satisfaction that you cannot find anywhere else in life., I know movie

stars that have all the fam2 and all the money ycu could ever ask for and
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thay are miserable, Did you read the story in yesterday morning's paper

about a "rock and roll" idol? And the reporter asked him, “You are the

highest paid movie star in history. Are you happy? Do you have everything 260

you want?" His reply was, "Many times I'm miserable" and he said, "I'm

lonely as hz211" and he spoke more than he probably knew because hell is

lonely. It means separation from God. A young man with a million dollars,

a young man known around the world, but miserable and “"lonely as hell."
I want to tell you ladies and gentlemen tonight, that Jesus Christ can
come into your heart and bring you what money can’t bring you. Jesus
Christ can bring you what fame cannot bring you. Jesus Christ can bring
you the joy and the peace and the satisFactioﬁ that comes from knowing

that your sins are forgiven, that your name is in the Book of Life and

Christ dwells in your heart. That's the reason Jesus Christ died. He died 270

on the Cross and God laid upan Him the sins of us all. And when He hung
on that Craoss with.the nails in His hands and the nail through His fest,
He said, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Mark 15:34). In
that mysterious moment, in some glorious way He was baring my sins and

now I can be brought back to God in wonderful reconciliation and I can

have the pesace in my heart that I've besn looking for. Look at His resur-

rection., The Bible says to those who came to His tomb, "Why sesk ye
among the dszad? He is not here, but is risen" (Luke 24:5,6). The Bible
teaches that Jesus Christ did not stay on the Cross. They took Him down
after His death. They put Him in a tomb and on the third day He rose
ayain and the Bible teaches that He is a Livinn Saviour tonight. I
don't offer you a dead Christ. I don't offer ycu a Christ who lies in a

Syrian grave somewhere. 1 offer you @ living, risen Christ who lives

280
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tonight and who lives in the hearts of men who put their faith and their
trust in Him. I tell you, tonight, Christ lives in my heart. I know He
does. There is not the shadow of a doubt in my soul but what Jesus lives
there tonight. . . . . (beginning of tape 3). . . . heart, He doesn't
take your problems away. The Christian life is never spoken of as easy
in the Bible. The Christian life is never spoken of as a bed of roses.
The Christian life is up hill because society is coming this way and the
Christian is going that way. But Jesus said that in the midst of your
problem, in the midst of your difficultures, He will be there to give you
grace and peace and down underneath all the troubled waters will be that
still water that Jesus can give. He can straighten your life out. 'Thére
are many of you taking tranquilizers trying to steady yourself. Oh, He's
the greatest tranguilizer of all. He can steady wour life. He can put

you back on center. You got off base, let Christ into your life. Let

Him take full control. He'll go with you back to the shop tomorrow. He'll

go with you to the office tomorrow. He'll go back home with you tonight.
Oh, what a wonderful peace will be in your heart. WNow you will go on your
way rejoicing as all of these in the New Testament did who had met Jesus.
Look at the tremendous influence of Christ in history today, in art, in
culture. Look at the freedom He's given slaves around the world. Look

at slavery 2,000 years ago and he freed them. Look at woman. Woman was
treated little more than an animal and I don't see how any woman could
turn down Jesus. I've never understood how a woman could say "no" to the
call of Christ because you owe everything you have to Jesus Christ. You

go to the parts of the world where I've been to where Christ is not known

and a woman is little more than an animal or a dog. Woman, everything you

290
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have today in your position in America, you owe to Christianity. You owe 310
to Christ and that alone should make you come and fall at His feet at the
Cross and say, "lLord Jesus, I give my life to Thee." .The social progress
we've made. Why did you know that labor unions today, labor unions today

had their beginning in England because of the Wesleyan revival and because

of Jasus Christ. Any laboring man who is getting a square deal today owes
everything he has to Christ. The hospitals and the orphanages -- if it

hadn't been for Christ, there wouldn't be any. He has influenced the world

to live a little better and the things that we do have and the privileges

we ome largely to this poor peasant of Nazareth who was more than a man.

He was God. Look at Christ in the power of lives today. How Christ can 320
transform lives. Last night on the television program, they had a testi-

mony by Jerome Heins, the great singer and he told how Christ had changed

his life, how he had been born again and how he was a new creature in Christ.

I could tell you about doctors and lawyers. I could tell you about states-
men. I could tell you about people of all walks of life who have coma

and surrendered their lives to Christ. Is Christ relevant today? Can

He help you today? Oh, there are a lot of cynics. A lot of people say,

&)

"Ha, I don't beliave it." 1 imagine that timz 2,000 years ago when Jesus

was in ithe upper room and they were having the.last supper that.;s called

the "Lord's Supper" and He took the cup and He said, "This cup is the New 330
Testament of my blood." 1 imagine some Roﬁan cynic and intellectual would
have laughad. When He died on the Cross, they said, "We are through with
Him." They naver dreamed that 2,000 years later that Jesus Christ would

still be influencing the world mors than any othar personality of history.
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Oh, I know the.e are a lot of pzople who won't agree with what I have to

say. The humanist won't agree, the naturalist, the behaviorist, the posi-

tivist, the materialist, the cynic and others, but they've been wrong before.

The greatest speech ever delivered in America was delivered by Abraham Lin=-
coln at Gettysburg. 1 understand they are fighting the battle over again
down there, I had two grandfathers down there. One of them lest his right
eye and one his leg. If they hadn't fought it the way they fought it, I
might not even be here. But you know, after Lincoln delivered his address,
do you know what the paper said the next day at Harrisburg? They said
this, "We pass over the silly remarks of the President." The New York

(I won't call its name) paper said, "There were two speeches made at Cet-
tysburg yesterday. One by Edward Everett and the other by Henry Ward
Beecher and they even omitted any reference to Lincoln at all. The Chi-
cano Times had this to say, "The cheek of every American must blush with
shame 2s he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of the man

called president." The American correspondent to the London Times wrote

this: "The ceremony was rendered ludicrous by the remarks of the Presi-
dent." And the whole world today wonders at their blindness. Those who
would laugh today at the possibility of being born again will someday won-
der at their own stupidity and blindness. Ask mdghow a man can get up out
of a seat in the balcony and come and give his life to Jesus Christ, I can-
not tell you, but I know it happens. Your life can be changed. It can be
transformed just like that. O0h, it doesn't mean you become perfect and
start sprouting angel wings immediately., It means that you are going in
this direction in your life and you decide to turn around and start in a

new direction giving your )ife to God and giving your life to Christ and

3L0
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Christ goes with you to live the Christian life. Pilate asked, "What

then shall we do with Jesus which is called the Christ?" ( ). I

want to ask you tonight, here is Christ. What are you going to do with

Him? What are you going to do with Him? What are you goirig to do with Him7"
What are you going to do with Him? You've got to do something. Either

Jesus Christ is everything He claimed to be or He is the greatest charla-
ton and crook in history. You've got to make your decision which. Think
that over. 1 talked to a young athiest at Yale University. He was study-
ing for law and he comes from a brilliant family of lzwyers. He was con-
sidered one of the most brilliant students at Yale. And I said to him that 370
very thing. I said, "If Christ is what He claims to be then everything

else in life should be secondary and you should devate yourself to Christ,
shouldn't you?" He said, "I'll buy that." I said, "If Christ is not what

He claimed to be, then He pulled a big hoodwinking stunt, didn't He?"

"Yes," he said, "I'll buy that.," I said, "I want to ask you, you've re-
jected Christ, haven't you?" He said, "Yes." I said, "Have you ever read
the Bible?" He said, "No." I said, "Do you mean to tell me that you are
studying to be a lawyer?" He said, "Yes." I said, "Do you mean to tell

me that you've thrown away all the evidence without even looking at it and
you've condemned and rejected Christ?" He hung his head and he said, "I 380
guecss that's about it." He said, "I'll start reading my Bible tomorrow

and examine it." There are only four courses open to you tonight with
Christ. First, you can ridicule. You can say that you are too intellec-
tual. You don't believe it. It's foolishness. The Bible says that many
people will say that because the Bible says that this gospel of giving

yourself to Christ, this gosoel of good news of forgiveness of sin, the
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Bible teaches that many people will say it's foolish. It's too simple

minded. Most people would like to do something., If I told,you you could

go to heaven tonight if you gave a thousand dollars and you believed it.
Everyone of ycou would raise a thousand dollars if you could to try to get 390
to heaven. But I'm telling you tonight, it doesn't cost a dime. It's

free. I'm telling you tonight that in one simple act of presenting your-

self to Christ and determining to follow and serve Him from this moment

on, your life can be changed in this life and the guarantee of the life to
come. Secondly, you can reject Him outright if you want to. The story

is told of one of our early greét Americans, One night his little grand-
daughter came to him and said, "Grand-dad, last night I went to a service
where they are having evangélistic services and I was converted and Grand-

dad 1 wish you would get converted." The old grandfather who was one of

the patriots of American history, all of you know his name, turned his LOO
back and went over to the window and said, "Honéy, I settled that when I

was a university student., When I was a student, I too, went to an evan-
gelistic service. God spoke to my heart. I almost decided to give my

life to Christ, but I didn't do it. I walked out under the stars that

night after the service and I said, Oh God, if you will never speak to me
again, I'll never speak to you." He said, "From that moment on I have

never had any inclination to give my life to God. Darling I wish I could

start life all over again, but it's too late." Yes, you can walk out of

here tonight and determine to leave it all alone and forget it, but I

warn you that there is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the ways L10
thereof are the ways of death. I beg of you to turn from your present way.

Turn from your indifference and your apathy to God and present yourself to
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Christ. Thirdly, you can neglect Christ. Just put Him off. You can just
say, "Well I believe what you are saying, Billy. I need to give my life to
Christ sometime, but not tonight, not now." Do you know what the Bible
says? The Bible says, "He that hardeneth hi; hea;t being often reproved
shall suddenly be cut off and that w?ﬁhoué.fémedy" (Proverbs 29:1). Did
you know that you canwoﬁly come to Christ when the spirit of God draws<
you? Now the Spirit of Cod is speaking to you tonight. Right now there

is a little voice while I'm speaking, also;speaking to you and drawing you L20
and saying that you need to come to the Savior. That is the Spirit of

God. _Now if you don't obey that voice and give your life to’Christ, then
you put a hardening process aroﬁnd your heart and iﬁ gets harder and:harder
and harder until after while, even though the Spirit of fod speaks to you,
you no longer hear His voice and God no longer speaks so that you can hear
Him. That's the reason the Bible says, "Now is the accepted time. Today
is the day of salvation" (I Corinthians 6:2). I don't care what it costs
you. I don't care what the circumstances are, you give your life to
Christ now because you may never have such a moment as this again. Lastly,
you can receive Him as your Lord and Master and Savior. I'm going to ask | L30
you tonight to receive Him. You say, "Well Billy, what do I have to do to
receive Him?" There are many of you who say, "Well, I believe on Him in-
tellectually." Many of you say, "I'm a church member, I go to church.
I've got my name on a church roll, but 1've never really been converted to
Christ. 1I've never reslly given my life to Christ." Now I'm not asking
you to have an emational experience. I'm not talking about an emotional
experience. I'm talking about quietly and reverently saying, "Lord

Jesus, I give myself to thee." "If we confess with thy mouth the Lord
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Jesus and shall believe in tHine heart that God has raised him from the

dead, thou shalt be saved" (Romans 10:9). When you'll come to Him sweetly LLO
and wonderfully, He puts His arm of love around you and loves youw. And

then He forgives every sin that you've ever committed. Think of it, going

" to bed tonight knowing that every sin is forgiven. Going to bed tonight
washed all clean as the new fallen rain has come-upon the parched land.

Going to bed tonight with a peace that you've never knouwn beFofe. That

can be all yours if you will give your life to Christ. You say, "Well

Billy, how ao I do it? What do I have to do?" I'm asking you to sur-

render and commit yourself to Christ. 1It's very much like this platferm

that 1'm standing on. Suppose 1 stand docwn here and I look at this plat-

form and I say it's a strong platform. I know it will hold a man., It was L50
built by the carpenters to hold me, I know it will hold me, but I am not
surrendered to that platform until I actually step upon it and put my

weight on it. Now there are many of you who believe on Christ and baliave

on Cod and you believe in the church, but you have never really stepnsed out

and committed end surrendered yourself to Christ, I'm asking you to do

that tonight. Right now. You say, "Well, what do you want us to do?"

I'm going to ask you to get up out of your seat and come and stand right

here quietly in front of this platform. I'm not going to ask you. to say
anything that would embarrass you. I'm going to ask ybu to get up out of

your seat and come and stand here guietly and reverenitly and after you 160
have all come, we'll have prayer. We'll give you some Scripture and a

little booklet before you go. Now you say, "Well what good will that do?"
There is something about coming forward that seals it and settles it.

Christ gave invitation fFor people to come. You know when tha man had the
g
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withered arm, Jesus could have healed him by saying "be healed," but He

didn't do it., The man had never used that arm before and Jesus said,

"Stretch it forth." Now why did He do that? He wanted that man to act on

his faith. "Stretch it forth" and when the man, by faith in Christ,

stretched it forth, he was healed. I'mvasking you to stretch your soul

forth to Christ tonight and let Him touch you and cleanse you and change L70
you. I'm going to ask you to come. IF you are with friends and relatives,
they will wait for you. If you are in a delegation, they will wait. We

won't keep you very long. I'm going to ask you to come and stand here as

an indication tonight that you are coming to the Cross to commit your life

to Christ and surrender your will to Him. VYou may be rich or poor. Whate

evar race you are or whatever religious background you have, 1I'm not asking
you 4o join soms particular denomination or some particular church tonight,

I['m asking you to come and present yourself to Christ as Lord and Savior

and Master and let Him change your life. I'm going to ask that our heads L8O
are bowed. Not a person leaving the stadium please, not a person. This is

the holy moment of the meeting., Every head bowed. I know it's a long way
from that balcony to come. You can come down the escalators. I know it's

a long way. I wish it were twice as far, Do you know hy? Because Jesus
Christ went all the way to the Cross in your place. .Certainly you can

come a few steps and give your heart and life to Christ. You may be a

choip member and you nead Christ. You've been coming these two or‘three
nighgs. You come and take your stand for Christ and surrender your will to

L

Him. You may be an usher. I don't know who you are, but you need Christ,

Don't you let this night pass without giving Him your heart. Many people L90
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are already coming. You come as the choir sings softly, "Just As 1 Am
Without One Plea." Come on right now. We are going to wait. From up in
the balcony and all around, there is plenty of time. I1'll ask that nobody

leave the stadium. Only those who are coming forward please. (choir

sings)



APPENDIX B

This section contains ten sermons preached by the evangelists and
have been arranged and outlined to show the:

Speaker

Date

Title

Text

Thesis

The reader will also find that the main divisions and sub-divisions
are given as short, pointed statements of the contents. It is important
to note that the supporting materials are described in iheir basic, func-
tional sense. This facilitates the reading of Appendix A and shows the
reader how the author of this thesis viewed certain types of supporting
material in the immediate ccntext. The outlines have been thorough in

including all materials used and the outlines should be sufficient to

show and confirm the findings relevant to the logical modes.
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SERMON OUTLINES WITH FUNCTIONAL SUPPORTING MATERIALS

Billy Sunday April 11, 1917
Texbt: Habakkuk 3:2

Title: "Defense of Ravival"
Thesis: Revival is npeeded to meke the church aware of its duiy.
Introduction:
Seripture stated at the beginning.
A, God is sovereign.
Generalizad statement used as amplification,
B. Life is fleeting.

Body:

Comparison used as .analogy for amplification,
Scripture used as an example in explanation.

I. Reasons for participating in a revival,

A.

People need revival,

1. They need more religious activitizss.
Hyperbolic example uszd as an illustration
Climax of statements used in amplification
Specific description used as exemple
Comparison used as analogy

2. They are divided by isms.

Comparison used as analogy.

Specific instance used as example
Causal relation used as example
Specifiz instance used as exampla
Factual illustration used as example
Scripture used as authority.

3. They need to be saved.

Causal instance used es example
Scripture used as authority

Hypo narration used as illustration
Causal statement used as amplification
Causal statement used as amplification
Causal statement used as example. B

Some object because they sey it is abnormal,

One objection - rehuttal statement used as explanation.

Rhetorical cuestion used for emphasis.

Hypo situation used as analogy.

The history of tha church is a history of revival,
Rhetorical guestions used as emphasis. '
Four comparisans usad as argumentative analcgies.
One generalization used as an example to explaing
Comparison used as an example. _

Climax of statements-used as a form of challange.
Contrasts used as analogy.

Factual illustration usad as analagy.
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1T, Reasons against having a revival,
A. 1t brings disrespect,
Ob jectinn-rebuttal stutements in the form of generzlizations.
B. 1t is temporary.
Ob jecticn-rebuttal statemants
Three comparisgns usad as znalogy argumznts.,
C., It exalts the evangslist.
Ob jection-rebuttal statements by explanation.
Scripture used as conirastive explanation,
D. It convicts of sin in the church and peopls don't want that,
General statemants in climactic order used for emphasis.
Factual illustration used as analogy.

III. Reasons for having a revival
Series of general statemants ussd as emphasis

A. It is needed whan religion is not ideal.

Factual illustration used as a specific ipstance.

B. It is needesd when there are feuds, prajudices, and factions,
Specific instance used as example
Factual illustration used as example
Comparison used as analogy
Factual illustration used as example
Comparison used as analogy
Metaphorical statement used as example
Comparison used as example.

Causal statemeni ussd as explanation.
Contrast used as exampls.
C. It is needed when there is spiritual desolation,.
Factual illustretion used as an example
Statistical description used as sxample
Generalization used as emphasis
Ceneralization used as causal explanation
General statistics used as explanation
D. t is nesded when sinners are careless.
Ceneralization used as explanation
1. Past history emphasizes this.
Causal type statemasnts used as explanation,
General statement used as analogy.

2. Thosz who ares against it emphasize this,
Causal association used as example.

IV, Rezsons why revivals faii.
A. Peopple have no faith in them.
1. Peopla are no* ready for one.
Audiznce adaptation by direct address and rebuttal by
ad hominem. :
Dramatic illustration usad as example
Factual illustration used as example
2. Revivals can only come when preachers and peoplé want them.
Speakar ethos statement of positive position usad as explan-
ation.
Causal statement used as an exampla.
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3. The churches must want them.
Speaker ethos statement used as an example
Factual illustration used as example
Hypothetical axample used as descriptive exampla.

8. People are not concerned about having a revival.
Repetitious generalizations used as climactic emphasis.
Gensralization used as example.

Factual illustration used as example.
Descriptive generalizations used as example,
Comparison used as analogy.

Conclusion:; We need a revival that will give more men to the ministry,
General statement used for emphasis,
Personal esthos used as an example
Hypothetical situation used as a specific example to amplify.
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Speaker: Billy Graham

Date: May 17, 1957

Title:

Scriptural text: Isaiah 61:1

Thesis: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into the world to dis for sin-
ners and He is relevant to us today.

Introduction:

A. Read the Bible.

One use of ethos in climatic form, combined with factual illus-
tration and repetition used as authority.

Reference to the Bible as authority.

Factual illustration used for emphasis.

Introduction of text from the Bible used as example.

B. Go to church.

Example of contrast used as an illustration,
Narration based on scriptural incident used as example.

C. Christ revealed.

Factual scriptural incident used as descriptive narration.
Rhetorical guestions about a scriptural event used as a hypo-~

thetical incident.
Four rhet. questions in climactic form used as amplification.

Four quotations in climactic order used as amplification.

Body:
I. Christ is relevant to us today.

Three repetitious statsments used as leading questions towards
explaining the purpose of the sermon.

A. His origin.
1. Cod was in him.
(Four uses of Biblical quotes used as logical proof.
One use of sthos in a factual event used as a type of
hypothetical analogy or comparison for clarification.

Three rhetorical guestions and three scriptural examples
used as descriptive examples towards amplification.

2. He was Coc.
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E.

Fo
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(Three hypo. narration statements combingd'w;th’dhe specific
instance as explan. and used as a hypothetical illustration
towards clarification.

3. Look at his birth,

(Dne'sgriptpral illustration used as causal'(c-e) explanation.
One hypo. narration used as amplification with three analogies
used as explanation.

lL.ook at His life,

(One personal instance with hypo. narrat. used as factual example.
Scriptural references used as examples, '

Look at His teaching.

Two scripture with 3 quest. used as explanation (descriptive).
Three rhetorical questions combined with climax used as amplifi-
cation,

Three scriptural references used in a contrastive hypothetical
example in order to clarify by explanation.

His death.

1. The fact of his death.

(Two causal type statements used ss specific instance to amplify.

Five gquestions with 1 spec. ex., used as amplification
One contrastive use of examples based on four Bible sources and

used as an illustration in climactic form as example.
Five scriptural referances cited in causal repetition pro-

gressidon used as authority explanation.

2. The purpose of his death.

(Six scriptural references - 1 analog. - used as authority

(proof).
5 inst. as explanation used as example.
1 factual illustration used as amplification,

Causal type progress of statement with two scriptural guotations

with description used as explanation.

His resurrection.

One example of ethos used as explanat. proof. 2 script used as

descr., examples. .
Two uses of specif. in develop. compar. with extensive assertion

used in descrip. causal sequence as suggestion,

Look at his influence tbday
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(Four causal propositions based on factual events are used as
explanation.,

G. His power lives today.

(One use of testimony as example.

Repet. of spec. inst. in climax as amplif,

Two references to the Bible W H N as examples in amplification.
One factual illustration W Q used as an analogy to amplify.

(One reference to the Bible used as transitional example with R Q.
One analogy based on comparis, with F I - explanat,

Conclusion:

I. You've got to do something

One Factual example used as an example,

A. Four courses that are open.

1,

2,

You can ridicule.
(One Bible reference used with hy. exam, as explanation,

You can reject.
(One factual illustration used as example.

You can neglect.

(One hypo. narration, 3 scriptures, as a causal type used
as explanation.

You can receive.
(The last division was used as extensive explanation
that included three hypo. narrations, one scripture, 1
analogy, one illusiration from Bible used as analogy,
threes hypo. rhet. questions, 1 scripture used as example,
fifteen statements of ethos in the form of personal appeal,



APFENDIX C

COLLECTED PHOTOS ILLUSTRATING THE EVANGELISTS
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Like Billy Sunday himself, the homely tabernacles of unpainted lumber which

housed his crowds carried a lingering wemory of the frontier into the busiest

¢ Detroit News

districts of the big cities.

Weisberger, Bernard., They Gathered At The River, (Little, Brown, and Co:
Boston, 1958).
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Billy Sunday

Bom in Ames, Jowa, 1862, he became America’s most
conspicuous evangelist in his time. He played baseball
with Chicago, Philadelphia and Pitisburgh teams. He “got
religion™ on a Sunday after hearing a mission band sing
near a Chicago saloon., He became & Y.M.C.A. secretary
and coached baseball at Northwestern University, He
turned to professional evangelism, employing street lan-
guage and acrobatic gestures. He would stand on chairs
while speaking, tear off his coat. One of his unconven-
tional prayers ran thus: “How are things in heaven, God?
They are mighty rotten down here.” On occasion he would
turn boxer on the. public platform, sparring with an
imaginary devil. In 1920 he was rated a millionaire. He
made his home in Winona, Indiena. His wife was referred
to as “Ma Sunday.” He died in 1933,

Above is a 1922 photograph of Sunday. The second
pictute is Sunday and his trombonist, Homet Rodeheaver,
in 1916, as viewed by a Boston Herald cartoon.

“Llt fight 1ill hell freczes over” —— Billy Sunday

Ferm, Vergilius., Pictorial History Of
Protestantism, (Philosophical Library: N.Y.,1957),p.

339




1APACT PHOTO

THE STORYOF THE

G

NEW YORK CRUSADE

by
CURTIS MITCHELL

DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC.
Garden City, New York

81374

HOV 2 6 '57

92T



127

Articles and Periodicals

"Attacked by leaders of Labor forum for support by J..D. Rockefeller,"
New York Times, May 2, 1917, 7:3.

This article points out that the wealthy backers are the
ones who finance Sunday and that as a consequence, Sunday doesn't
preach against them in his sermons,

"Attacked by Rabbi Wiseiin his sermon,” New York Times, April 2, 1917,
13:2.

Rabbi Wise criticised Sunday from the standpoint that moral
religion has no place for a circus in it. He pointed out that this
type of showmanship was not the essence of historical Christianity.

"Assailed by Rev. Dr. J. H. Holmes," New York Times, May 7, 1917, 18:1,2.
y

Holmes denounced the vulgarity in the language and behavior
on the platform which Sunday exhibited.

Ballard, A. E£. Rev. "Compazred to John Wesley," New York Times, March
17, 1817, 17:5, 7.

There is a comﬁarison between the goals that John Wesley
strived for in the reformation of England and the goals of sobriety
that Sunday preached to America.

"Billy Grabam at the Garden." Commonweal. June 1, 1917, 66:302.

This article portrays the crusade setting and the audience
response. It discussed the type of message which Graham was
preaching in relation to historical Christianity.

"Billy in New York," Time, May 20, 1957, 69:104.
This is a general account of the meetings and it has excerpts
from the background of Graham, sketches of the various cemmittees,

and a summary article on the impression of his coming to New York.

"Billy Sunday assailed by leaders of three denominations," (Current
Opinion, May 17, 1917, 62:341-2,.

Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians give.their opinions. on
the methods, style, and platform behavior of Billy Sunday.

"Billy Sunday's Greaotest Campaign," Literary Digest, March 15, 1917,
46:576-7.

This article preceded the great revival that Sunday preached in
New York. It was inteded 2s a review of the other major accomplish-
ments which he had done in other cities and was a prediction of what
he would do in New York.
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"Billy Sunday in New York City." Qutlook, April 18, 1917, 115:687.

Sunday was criticized in this article on the basis of his past
vulgarities, It was predicted that he would coentinus his slang
approach to preaching the gospal.

"Billy Sunday's New York Campaign," Literary Digest, June 30, 1917,
54:1998,

This was a general description of the revival setting and
discussed the factors of setting, audience response, and results.

Brown, H. D. Rev. "Criticism of Billy Sunday," Time, March 17, 1917,
17:5-7.

This minister gives the same criticisms that are mentioned in
in the other articles which are in essence his hzhavior on the
platform,

"Crusade and a city," Newsweek, May 27, 1957, 59:16.

Adulatory recognition is made of the successes of Graham in
this article. It also describes the reception of the city of the
message of Lraham.
"Disappointing resul:s of the Billy Sunday Campaign in New York," Currant
Opinion, November 17, 1917, 63:334.

This article discussed ths parsons who came forward and those
who were converted. The statistics of the converts are described
in respect to those who actually joined the church.

"Graham Crusade totals its gains," Christian Century, June 19, 1957,
74:746.,

This article is one of several in this magazine thazt devotes
its attention to a critical analysis of the results of the meeling.
It is far from adulatory, but has a note of pessimism about those

who cams forward.

"Graham Deciders," Life, July 1, 1957, 43:36-89.

Some of those who cams forward in New York at Graham's urging
are followed away from Madison Sguare Garden to see how and why
they made 'decisions for Christ.,'"

"Graham in the Carden," Time, May 27, 1957, 69:46,

This article describes the openina of the service until the
invitation. It then procedes to give an objective description of
the organization, the actual conduction of the service, and the finel

result of people coming forward.
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“Graham's Success." Christian Century, May 27, 1957, 75:648,

This is the follow-up article which was previously mentioned
that the Graham crusade would be a success on the basis that it was
planned. The machinery that caused the success was described in a
former article, but the emphasis of this article was that which was
formerly predicted was bound to come true on the basis of the
organization that had gone into the crusade.

“In the Garden," Christian Century, May 16, 1957, 74:614.
This article pictures the events that happened in the revival
services from the time that Graham mounted the platform to the time
that the persons responded about forty minutes later.

"Long anticlimax,"” Christian Century, Augqust 7, 1957, 74:933-4,

The results of the Graham crusade are reviewed in this article.
"Mighty city hears Billy's mighty call," Life, May 27, 1957, 42:20-7.
Illustrations and comments are provided in this article of
Graham's crusade in the heart of the city. It is descriptive
rather than critical,
"New York and I," Look, October 15, 1957, 21:35.
G:ahém reviewzd the results of his crusade to the New Yorkers
and pointed out how he felt about those who had participated and
those who had come forward. '

New York Times, March 2, 1917, 9:l.

Sunday's methods are criticized by the Rev. H, Schuyler in
this article.

New York Times, February 13, 1917, 7:1,.

Sunday's methods are praised by Bishop L. B, Wilson in this
article,

New York Tribune, April 9, 1917, p. 7.

The article described the acrobatics of Sunday, gave lenglhy
passages that were transcribed verbatim and evaluated the mood of
the audisnce that was present. The article also summarized in
advance the theme and scripture for the forthcoming sermons.

New York Tribune, April 8, 1917, p. ll.

The attitudes of Sundey's wife about the crusade are illustrated.
Sunday gave reasons as to why he employed slang in his sermons and
why he intended to keep on using it,
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New York Tribune, April 10, 1917, p. 17.

This article describes the audfence that attended the special
service at the Fifth Avenue Church, An analysis of the prayer
groups indicated that over 79,000 attended in 6,313 homes.

New York Tribune, April 1I, 1917, p. 22.

This section was devoted to Sunday's sermon on the nead of
revival in the city. The two thousand in the choir, the 6,000 for
the afternoon sermon, and theme excerpts are described.

New York Tribupe, April 12, 1917, p. 15,

This article covered his sermon on Jacob and gave a summary
of the main illustrations that were used. It gave valuable statis-
tics on the offering taken, the persons present, and the special
groups that attended.

New York Tribune, April 13, 1917, p. 16.

This article covered Sunday's sermon on the war slackers.
The 20,000 who attended the meetings are also analyzed as to their
general reactions,

New York Tribuns, April 15, 1917, p. 22,

The "Forces that Win," was the topic and this sermon was
evaluated in terms of the similes, description, narration, and
illustration that were used.

Time, May 27, 1957, p. 37.

This article gave a description of the crowds and specific
persons were interviewsd as to their opinion about the meetings.

"Varying Role of revival procedure in American Protestant evangelism,”
Speech Mongqraphs, August, 1959, 26:3.

This article asserted that sociological conflicts were
avoided by the evangelists. The ministers in the churches had
missed the needs of migrant workers and the evangelists in part
had appealed to this qroup. The evangelists were preoccupied with
the Bible and its applications rather than possessing the insight
to meet specific social needs.



131

Monroe, Alan H. Principle and Types of Speech, 5th edition, Chicago, 1963.

This basic speech text book reviews the principles of delivery,
composition, types of speeches, and group discussion.

Nafziger, Ralph 0. Journalism Research. Baton Rouge, 1949,

Although this is primarily a book fer jourrmalists, has a chapter
on content analysis which sets the stage for further statistical.
inquiry for other researchers. It covers the subjects of research,
interview techniques, statistics, content analysis, and experimental
method.

Olmstead, Clifton E£E. History of Relicion in the United States. New York,
1960. '

The prevalent social conditions and their relationship to the
growth and decline of religion are examined.

Parrington, Vernon Louis. Main Currents in American Thought. New York,
1958.

This is an interpretation of American literature from the be-~
ginning to 1920. It deals with the rise of critical realism, capi-
talism contrasted with agrarisnism, the Enlightenment, the Jefferson-
ian frontier, Democracy, rise of cities, science and realism,
liberalism, and the influence that they had in a changing America.

Rice, John R. The Best of Billy Sunday. Murfreeshoro, Tennesses, 1965.

This is a collection of seventeen sermons which Sunday had
preached at various crusades during his life time.

Sweet, William Warren. Revivalism in America. New York, 1945,

Sweet analyzed revivalism in its historical perspective in
terms of its origin, growth, and decline,

Thonnsen, Lester and A, Craig Baird, Speech Criticism. New York, 1948,

This speech text book is based on the outline of s$peech research
suggested by Aristotle in his Rhetoric.

Yuker, Harold £. Guide to Statistical Calculations. New York, 1958.

This manual gives statistical procedures for elementary statis-
tical calculations such as central tendency, frequency distribution, dis-
persion, transfgrmation, carrelation, sampling, and discusses the sub jects
that are related to each division.
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Weisberber, Berrnard A. 'They Gathered at the River., Boston, 1958.

Weisberber traced the role of revivalism and great revivalists
from the 1790's until the ministry of Billy Sunday. He analyzed the
social, political, and religious factors that dominated the setting
of each evangelist.

Doctoral Dissertations and Master's Theses

Backstrom, David A. An Analysis of the Elements of Persuasion Used by
Billy Sunday in the Monmouth, Illinois Evancelistic Crusade.
University of Wisconsin, 19538.

This analysis included the logical, ethical, and emotional
factors that were used in the preaching of Sunday during this
1808 crusade. Stylistic devices such as word usage, descriptiaon,
and rhetorical aids are anpalyzed. His use of rhetorical devices
are listed according to those that characterized his early preach-
ing.

Baird, John £, Rev, The Preaching of William Franklin Graham.
Columbia University, 1959,

This is a general rhetorical analysis of Billy Grazham.
Particular emphzsis is given to the stylistic characteristic in
his preaching.

Lacour, lLawrence Leland. Rev. A Study of the Revival Method in America
With Special Reference to Billy Sunday, Aimee Semple McPherson and
Billy Graham. Northwestern University, 1G56.

This was a historical approach to analyzing inherent principles
in revivals, evaluation of the methods used, considerztion of the
social situation and its influence, and an evaluation of the
influence of the climate of opiniocn on the respaonses made.

0'Neal, Glenn F. Rev. A Stddy of Certain Rhetorica)l Factors Used by
Billy Graham in the 1949 Lecs Angeles Meetings. University of
Southern California, 1957.

This scholar did research on Graham's patterns of delivery,
development of ideas, reasoning, emotional appeals, audience
adaptation, wording, attention factors used, 2nd the results of
the mzetings.

Waite, Donald Allen., Rev. The Evanqgelistic Speaking of Billy Graham,
Purdue University, 1961.

This author conmsidered the factors of early home life, the city
wide meetings, sermon preparation, delivery, organization of sermons,
stylistic word usage, long-range effectiveness, technigues, and
methods employed by the evangelist.
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The purpose of this thesis was to examimne the logical modes of persua-
sion used by Billy Sunday and Billy Graham in their respective New York
Crusade sermons, Both evangelists had preached in New.York and this formed
2 basis on which to compare them, Billy Sunday held his crusade there
from April to May, 1917, and Billy Graham held his crusade there from May
to June, 1957,

Both evangelists had been engaged in evangelistic speaking for a few
years before going to New York. They used similar organizational techni-
gues in their campaigns, including extensive planning, preparing, and
follow-up committees. They had comparable results in that thousands of
persons came to listen to their sermons and thousands of these listengrs
came "forward" at their meetings.

The procedure used in analyzing the sermons of the evangelists consist-
ed of several different steps. Five sermons of Billy Sunday were analyzed
and compared to five sermons of Billy Graham, The analysis and comparison
were based on examining and evaluating the basic premises, organizational
structure of the sermons, reasoning modes, and supporting materials that
were found in their New York sermons.

The basic premises of the evangelists were theological in nature.

They were compared on their conceptions of God, Jesus Christ, the Bible,
Heaven, Hell, Satan, Death and Beyond. Their sermon organization was
also analyzed in temrms of time, space, cause-effect, problem-solution,
and special topical patterns. The evangelists were then compared on
their use of deductive, inductive, causal, and analogy modes of reason-
ing. Supporting materials that were used were also compared in terms éf
frequency of usage and as functional units in sub-arguments. Thé last

step of the process was to draw conclusions that might be validly based
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on the above steps.,

A general summary of the findings included the following points:

The study indicated that the basic premises of the evangelists were
fundamentalistic in nature, Scriptural in application, and similar in
sermon usage. The organizational pattern most frequently used was the
topical pattern. The deductive reasoning mode was used more than any
other mode on the main divisional level and the sub-divisional level.
Sunday used causal sub-arguments second in frequency to deductive sub-
arguments as compared to Graham's use of analogy sub-arguments second
in frequency to deductive sub-arguments. Supporting materials consist-
ed mainly of Scriptural sources., Illustrations and examples were second
in frequency of usage by both evangelists. The study also revealed that
both evangelists used compliczted mixtures of supporting materials to sup-
port their arguments.

From the biographical section and the usage of premises, organiza-
tional forms, reasoning modes, and supporting materials, it wés found that
both evangelists were similar in experiences, concepts, and reasoning. The
'fundamentalistic-Scriptural emphasis in their sermons was highly similar.

A basic evaluation of their use of the logical modes indicated that
both evangelists used deductive reasoning more than any other mode on the
main divisional and sub-divisional levels. They were found to be different
in only one respect. Billy Sunday used more causal arguments on the sub-
‘divisional level and Billy Graham used more analogy sub-arguments second in
frequency of usage after deductive sub-arguments, The study found that
the evangelists were similar in all points cited except for the few differen-.

ces pointed out.





