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The c'-onred status of the snail "country town" In the

life of the farm population of Central Kansas Is ar arent

to all who hove an Interest In the life and the welfare of

that group. Keny hove noted the ohanrrea In the villages

thesiselves, but perhaps not bo nsny are truly aware of the

chiinroc In the business organisations which have reneined

to cow-rise the town.

The oxieotion, "What lo to oecone of the country townl

can he answered only by a determination of what ^e. beoc

of the country town. Whet are the trends at present?

What Is its present condition?

During the pest twenty years the eonsunlty has wit-

nessed the paanlns fraa the village of Little River of the

harneso shop, livery bcrn, cabinet shop, tin shop, bolrery,

men's clothing store, red'o shop, automobile ager.cy, ice

and storage plant, end the general merchandise store. Tet

the town remains, population virtually unchanged, and civic

pride intact.

It is the purpose of Hi is Investigation to collect

data concerning the extent of the retell trade and service

territories surrounding one "oountry town", Little Hiver,

Kansas. Tills study endeavors to locate the breaking point



wafewean tha tr«*2« end eerrice territorials of Littla

and thoee of eurrownt!ir»? toaaai that is. Ma ••-ints frcn

whlah he: too way to trade and half

ro tha other. It attewrta, by cnaetionin*- tha lndivl<'sjala

interviewed, V- deteswine the swewonn why paorla go wbara

they do to trad* and :eeolwe aorvicoe. Zt oa'-rs indiwidnala

why they ohooae to trod* at a aartaia town rather than at

another. Xo thta way en attenr* *• nada to diec-ver tha

feator* which tiateraine the alee and ehep* of Little

iilwor'a trade and ocrvloo area, to detemlne, if pord'ole,

tha prwaont trend of O>or.f*« In tha territory, and to Cie-

oover aone faetora which will be larot-tent in raaintalntag

aad extandlne *ba territory of Me) tow, and tha corner

Tha praaant trenda, of e«nraa# aan only he eetloetad frca

what Uue oecu:rrd In tha feat, ««<! the fu'ure of thle

country town war. ha ocewretely foraaaat only by atudiaa

alallar to thla node At wall ahoaan Sntarwala in tha

future.

To aany property oanero, taalnoe* awn, and

who er* ready to daaida upon a cirerr, tha preoent and fu-

ture of thcuaanOo of oocntry tawna are of waat Saportanaa*

To two- ladlviduala in aad around Little Hirer ia thla

etudy hopefully dedicated.



PhEUBIHABY COflSlLGRATXOBS

Little Elver, with its 684 Inhabited ts, Ilea In cast-

err. Rloe County, in the center of Kansas, and also In the

oenter of the hard vlnter *he«t belt* The county la pre-

dominately agricultural, the only other business** of na-

jor terortsnee belnc oil development, aalt raining, and

flour nillino, Along the branoh line of the Atchison, "o-

pwka and Santa l'a Railroad which peases through Little Rl

er, snail towne or stations are looatad at Intervale of

froai six to eicht tallea* The developaent of atatlona at

thla dlatanoe grew fron the need of a convenient w est el-

avatar end loading facllltlee at the tine whan all wheat

waa hauled by tear, and wagon* At tba present tine aoaa of

the aneller of these stations ere partially or wholly aban-

doned} a result or the development of the sotomoblle, auto

truck, and good roods* then wheat was hauled to the near-

est lording point by teatc and wagon, groceries, dry goods,

and the few services needed were naturally secured at the

ssne place, and thua a snail trading point grew* However,

with bettor roads and topnved transportation feellltlee

these cross-roads stores have loat nuoh terortenee In this

esotlon. Such Is the trend at the present tine; the elte-

lnet lor. o: ths sasllest trading polnto.

I



The oap on the following pepe (Figure 1) show* wore

oleorly md briefly than written description, Llttlo iiiver,

with ocerating tome end cltlcu. It ehowe the State end

Federal roods which doubtless bring ehengee In the else end

•hepe of the trade end service ereee around any tan, It

ehowe relative dletanoea betweer. towne end the retaliation

of the towns, both of which ere of prtee Importance In de-

terelnlag the source ead volume of trede In each. Super-

la-oae the picture presented by thie amp upon e gently

rolling terrain and there la a aituatlon typloel of Central

Possibly the first preliminary t~- a study of this

Iiind Is a deteizilnatlcn of the population trend of the

political units In the ere* to as ooneldeied. A decided

change in the nuaber or dlatribution of the population

would bring wMta it changes in the trade end service ereea

of the towna 'or whloh allowance should be nade before at-

tempting further ooncluaions* Some •onreratlve ropulatlon

figures for this seotlon are ah.own in. the tablea 1, 2, and

Table 1 lndlcsteo a steed- growth of totel population

in each oC the live countiee studied, but it also ehowe e

tendency toward diminishing rural population end • ajarked

I
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Figure I. The. vicinity unfar discussion

Shouiina State o\ Federal Roads— Names, 1937 Population,

and relative locations of those- touirrs e\ villages havia* an
appreciable effect an The Trade, and Servioe. Territory of

LiltIe Surer



trend tousrd Increased city population. Teble 1 and table

2, if studied toj-etlicr, ehow that the increase In city pop-

ulation •%*• is bo naried, 1* not duo to the £r~vth of the

snail towns with leas than rive thousand population. Towns

this size have not chanped in also notarially in ths

twsnty-Bovers years Included by the tcbles. The azosptlc

to thin atatenent Bra towns which are close to oil rield*.

His growth of Lyons, KeTherson, Chase, and Buehtoo. Is an

•Jtenple of tba aenner In which oil activity causes towns

to "boon" and yet la hardly felt in towns a few nlles

Cable 3 gives the trend whieh la »-re Snrortent fron

the etsndpolnt or this study than any other, with the

sible exception of the population trend of Little Klver,

which le given In "able 2. The rural populstion or those

townehl-e which are in part the normal trade territory of

Little ;.!»« io only : roa one third to two thirds as greet

in 1937 as it was in 1010. "'ho noticeable ceollne in the

population of Salt Towr.shlp nay be attributed rertly to

the fret that Salt City (four miles north end four miles

west of Little Klver) was one of the snail trading points

which baa been eliminated. However, no auoh reasons can

be given for the corresponding decline in the population



oS Eoonrille Township, vhlon contains the boat fern land

In tlM wleinlt •, M» fo» the decline In the other townslil- c.

Ihe crunrar Ciubtleoa Ilea In the i act that the advent of

power machinery Into the «heat bolt has reetilted la an In-

crease in the aise of farm and a resulting decrease in

farm population. At the sane tine there baa com a de-

crease in the teportanee of the ane.ll town as a norohandio-

Inff center booauae of SaproveC reads and atetboda of trans-

portation.



Toole 1.

Cooperative Fopulction or Counties,, Cities,
etnC iC«m« shown In Figure 1.

'..v.. ..1

City
Celine

V il'

iric 1020 103C 10E7

MS
10,
0,6W

16,300
. s - _L

Ellsworth County
Band
BHgr

Ellsworth
Lengley

6,400
. ,0GO
,014

c,iii o.ots c,i.

4,260 4,070 4,960
t*0N C,07C 2,083
(Cnlncarroroted

)

Heno County
- :

Ottf
MMfeJMMe

lickarson

17,202
20,001

1»-

14,796 12,700
, .:7 34,030

25,208 27,000
1,040 :,

16,054
, 65

55,404
1,116

HaFherson County
Rand
Citymmm

Lindaborg
SerqoetteMm
Conwy

1 , -
",420

710
176

0,700 li,: . 1 ,046
4,000 C,K7 7,604
1,"07 :-,010 1,'.

714 mM 107 100
fDntoooirorsted

)

file* County
. Ml 1

City
,040

0,066 6,076 6,096
7,711

1. She pollution date tot bit* years 1M0, 1000 end 1050
weie eeeured from the herorte of the United Stctes I ovula-
tion Census* The 1057 figures were scoured fron the re-
cards of the County Clerks of the several oountles Include



Table 2.

Conraretlye ropulation
of Rioe County Towns*

" IBlQ ' Bfl ics7

( IMb }
*•* *» 2''-0 ?5n

3ushton jCC MB 808 449
ac m •M 8M Ml

RMM«rtal ut MS 144
""o ' I MM Ml BM
LITTLE SXVS8 74' : V
Lyons , •- au »""- *

SfeMPl ,: , MM *»W

Tnble 3.

Correlative Rural r-vpuletlon of the
Townships, Parts of ehleh Pen the Trcde
end flerrloe Territory of Little river*

,

*,---_- --

Union - M
. 1 lie 409 Ml Ml 270

itebsll 402 37C 33G
Odessa •an Ml 222
Oalt tig 262
lison Ml Ml 394 371

Sfceae deollnoa In the ro-ulntion, end the significant

decrease in the number of transient fans laborers doubt-

less have resulted In a net loos to those smell t->wns ea

Ibid, i . .

I



Marehendising centers, even though their ovr. • opulcti^n has

regained newly constant. Little River has suffered la

this way, end bee not benefitted, es have sone nesrby towns,

fron increased trtde due to oil activity.

MATERIALS ASD HETHOta

She nethode used In deterolnln- the extent of the

trade end eervloe territory of Little River, Senses, vere

sin-le end direct. ?he nailed cniestionnaire nethod was

put eelde because it wee not considered to be de-endeble

for suoh a loecl survey. For Instance, there ie little

likelihood t::et the number of queatioraialree which would

have been returned, properly answered, would have consti-

tuted a truly representative sample* There were several

reasons for doubtinr the de-endcbllity of thle method.

The author was very well eec.uaInted n-rth and east of town

but not #o well known In othe:* directions. Differences in

nationality end religion In dlffere ne of the ter-

ritory would doubtless have been a feotr against securing

a be lanced an le In the returns. Inrortent too was the

fact that the questionnaire would necessarily hsve been

store lengthy then is compatible wit!-, good returns frcei a

rural conaranlty such es this.

The general plan of procedure wee to tret the nawae of



the coitOHn of a business by te'.rln<r the newea as the ous-

toners cr rde on tt re of the principal ebop»

plug (Sera, usually Saturdays. Vh* Queetlons on the fol-

lowln >Jat« forn, Pifrore 2, were answered by Inter—

viewlnr each eustoner. This in;" ^nation wae ehecfced and

expended by going over sone of the business reeords with

the «ana*5*r. Trrm thla lnfonset Ion the location of each

Tier vaa plotted on a r»p, and the trade area for thla

b'sinese determined. Slight deperturee from thla Ian

were found neeeecery and will be explained as eooh buainesa

la considered.

•oj se. In Ms glcocnte of Wcxl-etlrar.4gives en Idea

on bow the businesses In Little Hlver nay be oleaalfied,

end how to rrooeed with the study, la. oeys, "This elaaa-

lflcetlon nay be useful In studying other cities end In

clae:>. ifyln" anoll towns and villages. Class A centers

handle all of the nine ehlef oceaeodlty liners food; gen-

erol Merchandise (at least on* department, dry goods, gen-

eral, or werlety st~re); arrorel (etores carrying cloth-

ing, ehoee, and eo forth, fr the entire family)] automo-

biles (at least a filling station); furniture (at leaat

one at->re In the furniture or furnishing group); building

'

.

«. Converse, I eul £., The fclenente of Marketing, Hew Torit
irentloe-Hall Inc., , 1"36.

'
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meterii-le (at lecst a tmnlwre st-rc); -eels (at least a

rlace there a neal can be purchased, as a restaurant,

lunchroom, cafeteria, or fountain); drugs J and Jewelry (at

least a rlace where eirrle vetch re alia are sate). Clasa

B oer.tera aaot here stores In seven groups. Class C centers

stres In five groups. If leas than five »roupe are re-

presented, the sect! n Is called o neighborhood deve~

sent en£ not a shop' lnr center."

While there Is nothing inviolable in Converse's claa

iricetlon and other vriters nay not arree entirely, still

the claaslfleetlon was useful aa a ireneral index of oojd-

nunit7 development, and was useful in thla study for aep-

aretlng the problea Into divisions which eould be readily

investigated and 'resented. -1th this clear ificetlon in

Rind, a list of buslnssses In Little River nay be consult-

ed. Table 4 reveala that Little lilver Is e Class 3 shop*

ring center according wo thla classification, in thet it

has bualneasee in seven of the nine rrours Hated by Con-

verse.

The competing cities of Lyons, Hefhersen, and Hutchin-

son are ranked ea Class A centers, '"arouette end Osneseo

arc Class B centers, being directl- ct?: arable to Little

ilver in alee and olassiflcotl->n of b-islnesees. "itchell
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h&D only o penere). atore, a garage and rillinr station, an

a'Jto euprlr and hardware atore, and two rrein elevators.

; axian, Lnr^ley, and Crawford are coer arable to Mitchell In

eize and laportenoe while sindoin'a bualnese dlatrlet in*

cludee a rrduoe and feed atore, a barber and beauty watt ,

a fern lasrlenent and repair dealer, a hardware atore - elao

handling feede end ooe.1 -, two grioerlee witii neat nartcte,

a erwan station, a garage, two filllmr etetlono, a reetan-

, c bonk, c blaokanith ehor, a barneas end aboe ebor,

and a grain elevator.
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Tabic 4.

Suoineer.ea Operetta^ In Little .'Ivor, renaes,
at the Tta» of Thl« Study

caber
oreratlnf.

rooery store end oeet market
Mercantile store (nen'o, ledies', end

children's ready-to-wear)
miinr station
Tire and battery ahor (alao onto and

trootor reralrs and repairIn?)
Oarage (auto and tractor : e~nir, farm

neehinery dooler)
i^roiture store (furniture and under-

taking)
Hardware and luisber yard
iardware, fan nac'-.lnery, coal
Coal yard
Ico ar.d coal retailer
Heataurant
3eer parlor end l->;nch

link
<raln elevator
reduce and feed store
Dty cleaner shop
ileclcanlthing and welding shop
theatre

repair shop
:hoto eViop (school s-jr^llea and novel-

ties)
ool rooa

(beauty ahop- e)
. roctlcln? physician
Dentist

ital
daa coapany office
Library
i.eeltly newspaper

Thla preliminary airway of materials at hand and me

oda to be uaed will be expanded In the body of the tnealr
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WUBSEMTATIon OF FINDIB08

Pood

Figure 3 ahcwe tli* plotted res-slto of the survey to

deternlne the extent of the trade area Top one of to
stores In the "food" classification. This store vaa des-

ignated Food Store A, Ouatooere we>e listed and Questioned

on two days in ootalnin? this information, end then the

list of oustonois was oheo''red with the nanaper of the

store. He added r lew neoea to the Hat, and eae ". oustom-

er added wee in orvlcwed before he was rut into the final

Hat. A special effort was raade to talk to Willi custom-

ers on the outskirts of the area to determine tiore oloaely

breaking rolnto. An examination of the data sheete

Sualneaa (Toole E in the a- endlx) will *ive the

reader a rattier definite idea of the regulerlty with which

the average customer traded at thla etnr* erd also the

reasons for trading for food in Little I ivar. Ninety per

cent of the customers oontaeted did noet of their ^rooery

end taeat trading in Little river accord! oir own

•tatenenta. Thoee who Hated other towns ea t elr rrincl-

p«l trading polnta for tneae goods gave, almost wlti

exoeptlon, one of tw- reeaoaa. -.« drove to some
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larger town farther sway than Little River becer.se of what

ooneldersd to be better 'rlcee, and the other rr

traded at a si -Her or smaller tovn because they were clos-

er to It then to Little i.iver.

Foods, groceries end meats, were usually considered as

convenience poods b7 the group v'.lch was questioned. That

la, this ,-rou'- usually bought Its crrooeriaa end raeete at

the moat convenient market, which In most eases was the

nearest town. Kelatlvely lew people "aborted" In more dis-

tant rlcces for the bulk of their food supplies.

The noat difficult question frora the atendpolnt of

positive and reliable answers was the one a-rearlnc? on the

data sheet which es'red If the percentage of the customer's

trade at the center named was Increasing, decreoali", or

was the sens aa It had been for a number of years. The

trouble waa encountered when tMs was put he I :.o3e country

folks who had lived In the vlclnlt- for a number of years.

Their first anever wes almost lnverirbly, "about the sane

aa alwaya"* However, If the question as pressed, practi-

cally ever? one of them reoognlzed the f*et that with bet-

er oars end better roeda they nede nore tripe to ncrs die-

tent tovne for verloue reasons, and that they often bought

considerable supplies of foods In th^ce towns, A portion

_



M
of those with «h» this woe discussed still -isinteined

tliet the aaount that they bought thus was Inconsiderable,

but naay agreed that the Quantity robably aggregated en

cioble enount. elusion was that the value of

the answers to this question was doubtful, and that rrobab-

ly there were mart "urchaeee of foods outside of Little

liver then vae apparent at first.

Figure S atiovs a rather bare area lawedietely around

MM town, especially to the south, which earned a bit dif-

ficult to explain. It was gratifying froai the stand- olnt

of the validity of tills survey to note in Figure 4 Wist

the other grocery end narfeet aeened to draw from this area,

thus ma*:lng the combined territory or the two stores a

More continuous one, which we? what aeened to be a natural

condition.

It wee noted in nalrlsg the study of Food Store B that

•one nsnea ar- eared on t!w customer lists or both stores.

T!ils was to be expected and did not naite the statements

Bade by the eustoner as rcoorded on the data sheets Incon-

sistent, since the question refeired to the town In which

ore then one half of the trading was done, and not to the

•tore at which nore than one half of the trading was do*v».

The data for Food Store 3, shown In Table 6 in the
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Ap-endlx, and plotted on Plfnm 4 were taken to exaotly the

ana Banner to those for the preoeedlnr st->re. Further re-

ner: a will ba deferred until a more coaplete picture of the

eltuatlon la avalloble.

Oeneral Herchandlee

Had this study been conducted t-ree veers ago. It

would hare lnoludad a survey for two storee whloh carried

general merchandise «a wall aa grooerlee. Sinoe Mart tine,

however, both of these ponoral storee had been forced to

close ooceuae of hl(jh overhead, too few aalaa, end the ex-

tcnalon of excessive credit which becene uncolleoteble.

Theaa, et least, ware the reaaona «*lven to tha author by

tha past proprietor of one of the stores during en Inter-

view raede for the express rur' oae of obtaining o flrat

hand atataraent of tha reaaona for tha store being closed.

The store found Itself In tha position of being overstock

fro» the stand oint of tha ability to earn ade<juete ret".:

on MM invretnent and 7et of belnr underatockad from the

•tandrolnt of ability to aatlafy end hold eustoraere. Tha

strew at whloh tha store graaped to save Itself waa tha

atrcw of liberal credit extension, end this 1 roved to ba

dlaaeteroua during the de re rlon period be«$lnnlnp in
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The principal icoocns given 'J-- shoe* who make Little River

their trading point Tor their leev of support of these gen-

eral stores aecnied to attest to the truth of part of the

rreccoding atotenent. The corrlninto (MM*«Uy enumerated

•ere the lao'< of a wide variety of goods fron which to

cho->se, lnconplete otoo'ro, and hi . atenenta

of traveling sslesoen who nade calls at Little River Indl-

eeted that similar condition* were found to a voryinr ex-

tent In practically every small town In their territories.

The trwnd seeded to be definitely down for profitable p»n-

ersl merchandise stores In all country towna In this vi-

cinity.

Apparel

Little River had a ready-to-wear store which eaae no-

der Converae , s oleaaiflcati^n of apparel, but It did not

carry a complete atoefc. For Instance, men's o- lto could be

bought only by ojeolal order, the more expenalve articles

of vonen'e apparel s-cb as coats and formal Cresses were

never stocked, er)d nen's topcoats and hata were never han-

dled. The owner waa c^nteaplatlnp; enlarging; his atoc* and

ruttlnr In a general merehandlae and dry goods line, but

hesitated because of the lnoreeae In outlay and loot; of



ror»« lie bed no articular rlena tor holding op Increas-

ing his business other then hie • la- of acquiring what

bankrupt otoo'.- ha could and na'-Srv hla appeal on rs-ice and

convenience. Although tha Idee was not stated In so tsany

vorta. It we* evident that the manager woe attempting to

aell a; perel as c-nvenlonce gooda ratbar than aa ahopplng

goods. Hla store «as stoefced with artlolaa of apparel

were more nearly standardised ee to quality and op-

reartsnee, and he left those gooda which were nore eoetly

end more often selected for their atyle or Individuality

to the shops In larger towns* Aa may be eeen by the data

In Table 7 In the appendix, the store* s rlsce In tna Little

Blear Trade Area was one of "filling in" the ennsunlty'a

needs rather than that of its rrlnclpal touroe of euprly*

Hardly anyone clatoed that the store f-imished nore than

one half of hla apparel.

Figure 6 shows tha trade area aa plotted from the

tete.lar data of Teble 7. The figure shews the atore»a

customers to be rather ecettered, hard.lv f~rmln£ a definite

territory. Tbla situation was believed to be indicative

of the trend in demand for "ahoprlng gooda" In the country

town. It was alao lntereetlng to note that the ouetotscrc

who came In nore frequently, at least on the days oboeen.
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wwre frt» tut of t">wn, li this w«s re'-reeentetive or

the true trend, and It elnoat certainly %es. It probably

Indicated the fsct-r of convenience, -ven In the osce of

good** WcHterson was twenty-two nlleo eeet of

Little River, end Lyme was only twelve tulles toot. Qoth

towns could be reached on good oiled roads, »-> that the

difference In drawing rower was apparently an* of relative

distances* An added advantage to Lyons was that It was

the County Seat of i.ice County* These advertence eprerent-

-he fact tht ': .-n-n wee alr^at twice as

lorre as Lyons.

A* In the rrcviaic lnstancea, the o-.iet-ners were not-

ed ind questioned as they entered the store on parts of

three wha : ays. The fact that a fewer nu»ber of cus-

toners waa listed for this store than for the food stores

Indicated that purchases of crperel were rxede more Infre-

quently than purchases ol rrooerles, and ele~ *hat the to-

tal nuaber of oustonere was smaller for this store.

Automobiles

Table 4 lists four filling stations, a tire end bat-

tery shop, mil a *-arege, all of which were to be eleesed

under the heading of eufwobllea. Two of these filling
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stations op«eted service trucks which delivered geaollne,

oil, end tractor fuel. These two stetloaa did nearly all

of the gasoline end oil business, and were the only onea to

be conoidered In thla survey, A cursory examination of the

aclea records of the other two stations indicrted that

their inclusion would hove n able effect uj-on the

aervlce area plotted becauae their sales were relatively

few and ease well within the ranpe of the other two eta-

tione.

In the study of tiie sales of these etstlons a new

H**B arose, fatertly, t! e nethods used In contacting

and listing the cistorera or the three buelneasea rrevious-

ly studied oould not suffice in this instance. The first

ster taitan was to obtain a list of true* oustowers, which

was readily available froo the trueiraan's durlicate order

books. TTert, a list of station cuatomera who ran eeeounte

waa obtained. The remainder of those Hated were obtained

by checJclwr all of the names that had been Hated for ell

business studied toward the close of, thla survey, and

picking the station's eustomera with the aid of the aasjcry

of the oanecer. Later -ost of these ware Interviewed aa

a further chec '• nron the accuracy of the Hat.

I ic end efficient true!: delivery aervlce of tractor
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fuel ranked high u a reeeon I or trading with a rarticular

filling station. The busiest ttae fee these stations was

durlnr the three euaner months beginning with the wheat

harvest and ending «hen the wheat «eo drilled In the fall.

The Inoreaae In the ntcaoer of "fara»all" type tractors was

lengtbenlnjr this i eaeon and increasing the total gasoline,

tractcr fuel, and oil sales because of the increased fuel

consumed In planting, tending, and berveetin- row cro<~s.

In the majority of coses, the farmer bought hla automobile

poo -line and oil at the sane station that he • atr~nieed for

his tractor needs end true!: sex-vice.

Figure 8 and Figure 7 show -he eatent of the terrl-

torlea served by Service Station A and 3 respectively.

Since these o -sineoooa er oir services to the cus-

tomer Instead of derendlnjr u on their --ower to drew the

c m mm I i then, it «ea sai surrlaln,~ that the area*

served extended ferther frow Little F.iver than did most any

other areas plotted. The extent of the territory In a

Berth and south direction waa much ?reeter ti^ar. It woo in

an east end west direction, and this was found to be true

for all of the areas studied. 'Three reasons, which cannot

be entirely tet arc-ted, were clearly res onslble for thle

feet. In the first - lr , o neerest towns were two or
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three tinea ob far away from Little .'.lver in e north end

south c'lrecti on ea vera t!» nearest towns to the eest and

weat. Alao, the larger towns, those which Conversw choosee

vw call ols.ee A trading centers, wwre onl-r half aa far

away to tha eaat or weat aa I -rt!; or south. The

third reason for tlie rreeter lenrth than breadth of the

trade and service teiiit-rios of Little River was that the

beet roads left Mm town In an eaat and weet dlroeti

TIilo condition douitlesa existed In rort because or the

first two reason* given, -hese fects, and the dlaouaalon

which follows pertain, not only to the bualneee under

aideratlon now, but to all ol the bueinesrec studied. The

tendenelos beeonc inc. eaelngly evident In the following

figures, eo they aay aa well be considered at ones.

~.iv©d rrlnel'*lly In an easterly or wester-

ly dlreetlon fron Little River found it convenient to

drive to the oiled highway, C. t* SOB, and then turn

toward Little Elver or In oprosite directions toward

don, Conway, and Ko" hereon or towe. ell ana Lyons aa

MM mi -lit be. r.itii the double advantage of else and

of being County Seat towns, Lyons and SoTherson tended to

narrow the trade area of Little Klver for anything which

had the characteristics of a shopping good, tor eonven-
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lane* goods, the effect of Lyons end Ko! horaon was loss

but tbs eoBpetltlon of the Intervening eaall towns *aa

Ereater.

•as who lived Tinolpslly In a northerly or souther-

ly direction from Little Elver and core within ths area

where they would be drawn at all toward Little River, also

found It convenient In deny instances to follow a sanded

count;-- road to a. B. 60S end thsn to follow It to s

shop, lnr center, aowever, by the tlrae they had arrived at

thla highway, they found thensslves relatively cloee to

Little i Iver, a drive of several oiles behind them, sod

yet scae distance fron s eowretlne town, and so r.ore of

thee turned on the good road to Little River*

This explenrtion, e: though valid, etlll does not ear-

plain the Isolated cuatoejera of the aervlee atstione north

of Little River, who were well within the normal trade

areas of etbea towns. These sustouere olalned better

service as their reason for trading with the Little

i.iver orgenisetlona, and fchev also pointed out that It was

only a few miles farther on iron the lest true c- a toner

to then. The true?: awn themselves, admitted that they

amd* aome such tripa that did not pay, but they continued

because they hoped to build «- ihelr trade In that w*
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The flgureo raa!ce it look rs though the truoka made

drivee for a small r-ercentape of the business:, but the

country beginning olpht or ten mileo north of Little flyer

wee sparsely populated, a ranch country, end aelee were

although the number of customers wee snail.

A etudy of the tire and battery ahor end of the garage

wee next in order. These bualneesee were operated by one

family, treated dlreotly across Hain Street from eeoh

other, the meehenloa worked in either -loco in which they

were needed* Both businesses serviced automobiles, true ,

tructors, combines, and other form machinery. >ne did e

tire, buttery, end auto acoossory service while the otlier

dealt in farm machinery, parts, and re- airs. 3oth pleoee

held a sub-egenoy for Chrysler roducts, but kept no care

in stool:. For theee reasons the customer lists obtained

fro-, their ledgers, from their menefere, end from inter-

views with residente of the- general trade territory, were

considered together. So Tabic 10, in tew .', ix, end

Figure give deta for both of theee eatebliehnenta.

The repairs or the .'rcility with which they

could be obtained, the refutation of the neohanloe, and

the convenience in times of rush or breakdown were the

reasons predominating I 01 • etraniline theae biaJnesees.
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3otb euatoraers and raanegers of the businesses voiced an

opinion that a good welding and raeehlne ahor in Little

River would heir their business ^eteriolly. Toe only

thing of that nature In Little l.ivcr at 'ha time of this

survey vaa the JJlao'ieralth end welding sho- whleh was not

etsuirpod to do voiding or titchlne worfr of • very elaborate

nature, iaced with tt»o necessity of going elsewhere for

auoh work In r.sny instances, the feraer also boufflit his

aohlrsery end re-air service at the sotse ^loee. These re-

I clroen stated that faraere generally too> e broken pert

to s'jmc ohor for repair end naturally bought thoee parts

which eeold not be repaired at the ease piece These snail

sales naturally established s reletlr-: :c:. resulted

in nany mjor purchases of machinery :ron the sane dealer.

re S shoes a trade creo for these businesses Wlch,

while not so oxto-elvo re sooe others, is fairly oonpect

and continuous. It maintains the sane general shape as

->there, and could rrobebly 5>« extended by sone wove

such se suggested by those specially Interested.

furniture

The sales ares of the furniture store eoulc: not be

plotted on the foras which have been used. The data,
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Table 11, iBove not even taVen with the in» dorree Of our*

ac the othoi date, ivimlturc aelea were entirely ton alow

t allow a flrat hand tabulation 01 cus'jvsnera, end the

Maager'a statement t'-et Tory little of hie D-jalnear «aa

strictly oaah aearaed to indloete that the ledger could

yield a true aers-lo of Ma ouatomore. Table 11 aftrae the

results of oheoJ-lnir the lodger, and the day-book entrlea

fwV the paat few nonthe. Since the o^at-were *lth Little

Mr oddreesea ware ao nuraeroua, and alnce they wercred

with the nanea of thone hawing adtreeaea of other towna

without ahowin? any aign of givlnp a brer' lag oint, th«

Little River oueteaere are omitted from Table 11.

for the convenience or the reader. Table 11 nay be

•tapllfled in the folic,

Cuatomarc with tindoa adrfreea
Ouot-nera on »>lndoa rural route 14
Customers with I^ona address 70
Ouatonera on Lyona mini r-nite
Cuatoaiora with Vcrheroon addrese 51
CuatoeMFa with lnr<en af.draaa 5
Cuat-iscrs with Conway address 11
Cuetoners with iJutehinson eddreaa C
Cuatcaera with Herquette address S
CuatoncrE with Oeneeeo addrear 17

Other towna appearing on the led~or are Canton, Oalva,
Ellsworth, Elllr.v , ltchell, Lang-ley, Us, "x-eet Bend,
end Siohlta.

The iaanajrer affimed that thoae nar.es in hla ledger

were bona fide ouatoowrr wit' NllN aceounta. 'a-
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nation of bis lcrge trad* we sirrly that he had furniture

priced rlph' would trade In any old furniture.

At thio tirae !ie had three old bu'ldlnra stored full of new

and used namlture* Other baelnoe» aen attested to the

Mgnltod* of hla business, stating that he has repulwly

loaded and delivered from one to three true--locda of fur-

nlt-irc alEiost del

The lower rrieea of the store were penerally imown

ejBong everyone w! on the author interviewed In trying to de-

termine the reason for eueh a lerpe trade tr . "one

earn lnlnta were to be heard cone o (rrede of jner-

ohondlse handled but fci-int la Tobpbly true of rrecticslly

any bualnoor which enjoye larare voltwe of seles et rrlces

aoaewhat below the average rloe In the ."laid. Tic -

tlnued volume or bnaineae eBjeyM '•> this store Indicated

that the Bcrehandlee «es ectlafac: ye ra'orlty of

Its customers. I "re usual trade territory of Little

Mver, fee ao« hoe the a tore showed a -rofit,

agreed that the bnslneoe tsuat have been <-roflt*ble, since

It had neintelned ltseli with an unqoeationrbly large vol-

uoe of business lor a number of years.

Xr. thla stedy It «ee refreshing to cooc eeroea eueh a

ocoo, and yet It sesned to adc1
. 11 b&ea at
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hand, ttnlese it t»ao thet usual trad© territories could be

rxeatly expended if ppop«r tao* ios were uaed.

3uildla« Materials

Under thia grour Converse requires, "at leaat a hard-

ware store". Since on* of the hardware stores in Little

Elver handled ooal and fern machinery, mn& the "ther han-

dled lumber! the eoal yards, end the lee etv - -lent,

which alen handled eoal, clll bo dlaeueaed under thia

beeASa

Since bueineea was aloe and aalea relatively few in

tt»e hardware business the store Bwnerer vent hie

ledger with the investigator, end • !c'-»d those cuato-wrs

whoa he considered re<rular end active <-urehesers of hie

good*. The ori- m vaa to extend thia liat by ques-

tioning -eo le about their hardvare "urchssee wiien they

were interviewed for sone other business, but it aeemed

that the hardware ledgers gave quite a e-wrlete list of

out-of-town ouetoaere, end very few were added in the

aann«: - ropoaed*

Tables IS and IS show the data - .no hardware

at->res. The tcs ardvare A, whleh handled hard-

were, fam machine: -, rod eoal i "d in Figure .

_
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territory drawn iron oy liwdwerc B la shown in I'icrure

10. Both Window) and ' ltohell, the neerect t^wna, and hard-

ware atorea, end yet many ?*i s->n», when questioned, -ewe

their reason for treeing in Little Rlwer hardnar* atoree

to be that they cere seat hardware aerohante. On

several each occasions when it was known that the custoner

really lived cI-jsc* t-s one or t:-.o other t-»»n«, he ni
cueationed concerning his atctenent. It was revealed that

the hardware atorea in tiieae smaller toons were i

wweJ •:
, would seen, that he

traded ta Little I:ivor jocoucc It contained the nearest

hardware store folly equirped to ear* for his neodo. Vie

Mr would « ;.iiaeir. At first it aeeaed eur-

itag thct hardware atorea were ao often round in the

wary seseilest towns, but ujron aec , one of tiie

noat | needs of the farmer la sons snail rortlr or

Inrlener.t firm acoJi a store. Indeed, even articles r*r-

take of many or the cbcrccterlatics of oonvealenco goods.

Since the one hardware etc-re handled cot. , nay

o* **< .leot c brief not* ©bovt the coal

yard and the loo end storage -lent. Neither 'lace did a

wery lerjje business -joeh of e record of whet was

done. Ta© Ice and stcrcge lent wee orlcrlnaVly designed
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&• an mm'ml* -lent fe» Ice cn£ sold storage. 2'or com

tint the cold atorr-c apace was rented to nerchunta end

fsroere, snc" the scchlnery wee kert in running concit-on.

"ertrol yoarc , -.ever, tli« o-eratiTi sf the ice-nek-

lng naohlnery vea Claoontinued, end ice was Mm<< In and

•tared In the cola roan for resale. The taarereture In

this tee atorrge, with no artificial refrigeration* wee

hardly lix. enough to me'/e good storage end ao the etorsge

business was exceedingly snail. H state definitely

reasons why the lee and storage plant teased to operate

its refrigerating aaoblncry la difficult. The opinions of

those aen who cored to disease the natter with the author

were that M one reason wee the answer, but rather t

the ousnilativc cfieoto of several develot ner.te were to

blew. These nay ba suancrlsed aa follows! 1. The town

neat nar^tets lnetclled ceohenloal refrlprc. limta of

their ov /ere large enough to afford a colC rooa

for their hose killed meats and fresh fruits snd vegetables.

It wee only natural too that these oho- a were wllllc

eoc^MoCcte their customers by etoring meat for thea when

they butchered. 2. Mechanical refrigeration replaced the

lee box in the hones oi the town. 3. For sons reason,

which need not be diecussed here, the practice of butcher-



!

Ing his stoo'- ior neat on the fern Ceclir.cd ra-l<3l7 with a

resultln" cocroroe In derend for c^lfi otorrrre feelllt'es.

4* Iwrrovetl mens of trans- ortatlon ncie '"sslble lea

routes from lerg*r rlents to servo the rvrel eoramnltlea.

;>©ce tly, true' e fror. '"utohlnaon hrve ertobllehed rurel

lee route* throughout the country, letvin- onl- a very

email sale of Joe for the looel retailer. Title loft the

Inose the oein-oto? of Mm "lent, rod It wee dl-

d with the two <•>' ;ers. Blthin the last yrcr

Cee hue been -ired Into the town end rest e<TBe of the

country homes, end it wee re- idly curtailing t!w> town e-iol

. In t.l»e c* . , routh hat many treca, end

the d*-reeelon had nade every farcer short of ott .

result *ea evident. The fcrner w&a eewinr theee tare*

to fuel, further reduolrer the de- •
. a 14

liata the eustoaere 1 -til yard, end ?rble IB Hats

those of the ice *nd etorcge eon- any. Thlo does not mean

that no other rural pi ;;»ht enythlr. ' *se

b-alncsres, but the lists show the ones who really rur-

chased regalo-ly, end Vept the husinesre* oren.

torien ere -lotted L—ether in figure 11.
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Heels

Little Iiivex- heO t:ree restaurants, end one beer rw
lor end lunch. In following Converse's eusseetlon as to

t comprises o ehorpin? district, these restaurants

met be nentloned; but in "lottinr' the trade end service

territory of Little hlver they iurniahed little or no

help. They served few r« r^pl« In • <5«T# «"d these nostly

e eestterlnr oi town people, s railroad crew, or som

trtvellnr nen. When the rurel resident of the vicinity

perto'.re of one of his Infrequent reels In tovn, he «es

likely to n«ke er» occasion of It by going to sane larger

end nice: restaurant 'In Ly-«s, HoT hcraor., chinaon.

The sties of tooccoo end candies were raede to people aba

were slresdy In town, end have been listed under other

businesses} hence, nothing was to be pained by a farther

study of the restaurant business In Little River.

Kales of the town's drug store were studied by list-

ing end questloninc those r*Tl» who were seen enter

the store during parts of three shot-' in* fiaye. It wee

thought beat not to supplement these date from the ledger



46

since It was oo vrluninously fall of old* Inactive accounts

that any selection which raicht huve been nade would hove

been bo better then the lnoon'lete date which were already

•t hand. These date, tabulated In Table 16, end plotted

on Figure 1£, ore considered to be e fair eanple, »lt!.ougb

not a eoarlete Hot of cuetoners.

Jewelry

Little River had no Jwf :'e. The drug store

end the hardware stores sold some watches, '-rives, end

other cheeper qualitiee of Jewelry, but Converse holds us

to "at least a piece where simple weteh repairs are made".

Thle completed the Hot of nine chief oomaodity lines

In Converse's classification ss quoted on Tetre 11 of this

thesis* In Little J.Ivor, end other Basil towns In this

vicinity, however, there remained several businesses wh:

were tsa ortant to the welfare of the town because of the

servioee which they rendered, A study of the trade and

service territory about any town would be Incomplete with-

out a study of the territories served by these other busi-

nesses.



LPgets oyer one
LPgmfa /c9» than

halfof trad*
>rte half of trad*

o
m

II 1

<t\

r
1

?
I)

-J 5
1
I

I 1 1*rA„rtfc

tv-^"*
3

a«P /am /ey

Si f^
K aiL ©o

1
C

°o| U
t

c

*L? o
D
2 e £

a

g

E
H

N l

%-Ji

Vr?x
OO -v

4 t
™ O o ^

WiT

.sr.7"
W»naTom _

o

Vt o

o "

Mi.ro VS]
c

- 1

> , as^
o

9
o r> o 5=

s ?>/*! an
o oo "-"\

^
f|

,

V

Sh

\

irli

,;,,

II

46

Figure 12. Location of farm families mho regu/arly patronize

TTre Drug Store
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The Bonk

The first of thee* service buslnesres to be conei^ered

sec the bank. The list In Table 17 weo taken ee riven to

the author by e bank employee fron a list of belenee sheets

•hloh hod been orou~ht up to Cote :^r the rwnth of ^eeeo-

bor, 1057. !!-> one was questioned about his banking habits,

and the location of t*;ose who had not been located pre-

viously was obtrined from Information on file In the of-

fices of the County Clerk end County Treasurer. Flpure IS

Indicates a tendency CIS* the banc's territory to be cut

short on the east, and to extend farther than nony of the

territories to the vest. The bank ewnloyee «ho aided In

tble natter explained this fact by statin'- ':.tt there was

a ban' in . irvdora, but none In Mitchell. Fersonal friendV

shlps, rnci confidence In bant- officials are afarently

awre effective In drawlnr business to a bonlr than the ease

feellnjrs would be In attracting business to ewet other

enterprises.

: reduce Companies

The iarner need eoae place to sell his cteea, poul-

try, and eggs, lie also needs to buy the nenufectv.ree" and
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oonoentreted reedo for his livestock. Those services were

rendered by tins rodnce houseo, oi o«n stations*

i reduce Ccrapany A kept a Cay-bo^-: Into which every

transaction went, along with the nan* of the cuator* .

This nrcle It easy to Hat the customers of thla business,

end the list Is tabulated In Table 10.

^duce Company B kept no such day-book, hence a Hat

of lto customers shown In Table 10 was obtained prlnelral-

ly from tlie ledger arc the nenory of the manager.

The territory served by these two organisations is

shown In Mfure 14.

The i hMM
A baalc reason for the existence of nany of the snail

towns In central and western Kansas was to f-r.lih a mar-

ket for the wheat which was raised. The elevator wae one

of the moet l-portant businesses in any of these t^wns. A

glance at Tcble 30 Indicates that the proximity of the el-

evator, the road* to the elevator, the price paid for

wheat, the atorege eherres, and the banking connections of

the farmer were the Important considerations which deter-

mined the trade territory of the elevator, fclndon and

Crawford often paid a oent or two per bushel nore than the



L.I?gets over one. halfof trad*- o
LR gets test than one half of trade •

Sanded Poads

\
jl 1 J

Tin §
(>

3*

j
|

g: 4

J ff*

/am leu
- J

e< •ne^— o
1

OQ s
I o«

^J •

o

I

a o"
d. «

Q o _P °"
d

o
a o ° r

*

^fe. J
r% o o

• o »0 U o

[vs*
9

o' o ' >

L? o
•6

a 1 « a
o f >

1 9 1 */.

. o
o

sir -9_

o o -

o * £
jW^3 ° ^

d^jfd
» -,/W *t o

o^ ronj

Sii
D c

M o '
o

wf

o1^

IYO MS
r

o x| "O
j

O
o

o

\l

•0 9
o

O L_
p 0° \ =

S axn an
•0 o

o \
tr~

j
V
\

^
iL

M

eo

figure 14-. location of farm families who regularly patronize

Produce. Stores /7&B



nice offered at Little Klver, while the l-'oal elevator

relied upon lto atorage faollitlee nn<; free et->rage to

draw wheet. The reeultin? trade territory la shown in

Figure It.

Dry Cleaner

Since Ly-tna bad the neareat dry eleeners s' o to

Little Liver, the territory of the local shop was plotted.

The tabulation, Table 21, van raa'o for the author by the

manager of the s:.or. It in lapoeaible to say Juat how com-

plete the list la, but it ia probsbly reasonably ineluaive.

The nenager stated that he believed that he had a few more

regular customers, but that he ooulC not recall their

neoee at the time. Figure IS ahowa the territory r lotted

on the »e<- form.

Fiecellaneooe

The reminder of the busiaeaaea enumerated in Table 4

(Page U ) were those whieh were not Hated by Converse as

being of fundamental iTortanoe in anting a shopping cen-

ter, *nd were not added by the author in hie study of the

Little Silver trade an<3 service territory. They were eoo»

eldered by hin to be of t contributory nature; tliey added
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to the desirability of establishing Little F,J«r se a

trading oenter, but did n-^t, in themselves, smear to ex-

tend the territory. They were r«tr«nised by t ! ose who

ade Little .'.Ivor their trading center, they helped to

nointein the territory of tho businesses studied, but ap-

parently did not extend the bounds of tills territory. For

this reason, end also because of the difficulty and prob-

able Inaccuracy entailed in m In- t detailed study of

than, it was deemed beat to discontinue the survey at this

filnt. Tec of the three practicing phyelelans were ap»

proeoheO, with the pirpoee of obtaining a tabulation of

their petlenta, but their record* indicated such an ir.cn-

y lie* «T amam eod HoweMw Pat rt**Mw •*«« tWf

ide* *"rr «*« * ".c *. 7:eny persons named in the aurveya of

ticslly all of the buBlnear.es atudled were known to

get their medical eld from Ly->ns, Sterling, and Hutchinson

doctors} end, oany pwrsona whose neraea did not arpear in

tie aurvey paUronlsed local doctora.

It was easily evident that the petrona of the ehoe

shop, photo c , 1 roon, berber and beauty ahopa, and

library were those who r.ade Little fiiver their trading

center, and that tbeee enterprlaes were not in theaeelvee

the foctore which attracted trade to the town*



M
The theater vai li ewlae CiarlsseC on the grounds that

It nerved the cannon?. e ee-ecit of en auxiliary ear-

vice for thoee who traded In the town anyway, and alee be-

oer.ee of the difficulty of obtaining data*

SUNHARUUTIOW OF 7RAUZ

AID SERVICE TEEi:l?TKr DATA

There remains now tlw -roblera of using: the mm of the

information collected to determine the true trade en£ ser-

vice ten itory of the town, and to drew pertinent oonelu-

aiona. Two aethode were considered in deterwinlnir how to

beat uae the Information at hand to outline the exlatlng

trade territory. >ne nethod would have been to amp the

territory by eeetiona. Marking aectlona b" different i

eentionel marfclnga according to the aura er of different

services Little River furnlehed to leeldenta of that eeo-

tlon. Thla csethod waa discarded fir two reasons: first,

because nearly every one of the eurveye rerreaented only

a large eample of the euatocera of the burfnear, and did

not preeuae to Hat one hundred rer cent of t.v.oae who pe-

troniaed the bualneea; end, eeoond, beeeuee It would be

swible for the reader to deternine whettier the differ-

eneea In the aarkliura for any two aectlona indicated real



N
differences la the lrporfcenee of Little River as a trading

center or nerely • iifXerer.ce In r^ruletion within tJiat

quere nlle. If this netbod bad been used It would heve

beer, necearary to show tha nuabar of aervleea rendered by

the busineaa awn end nerohcr.te of Little iilver to each

section ce a paroenta«re of the total services reo/;iied by

thooe llvin<- wit! In the section under consideration. 6o»e

wore direct nethod of auBmarlsatlcn aeened to be nore In

5eeerin<* with the pur- ose end method of thla study.

The eeeond method considered, and the one actually

need, was to plot ell naaee which were flatted in Figurea

Z> to U inclusive, on one nap. Thia was done In Figure 17.

When one person's n«se appeared store than once a dot waa

rlcced beside the regular nexfe indicating the firat sp-

rearenoe ol the none, perhaps not on the exact location of

the built in- o'-ot, but at least in the serae section or

half-eect Ion. The heavy, dashed line on Figure 17 l^cr.tes,

with raasoncbie aocuracy, the bree:-irvr -olnt between the

trade territory of Little Kiver and that of surrounding

towns. The purpose of thla line is to indicate as accu-

rately as possible* the region where Little Elver and its

principal competitors beeene equally i^pnrtent aa trade

and service centers to the potent lal ouatoner. fron this
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region, one half of the trade went to Little River, end

one half aent to ita oosrotitor.

thle breeding r°int line octnblishee and drawn

la Figure 17, one el the nost important crts of this

tody wee eoivleted. For this reason, ell poaelNke cere

wee utilised in locating this line on the true breaking

point between the territories or the eoaretlng toene, A

good indleati-n of the poaltion of tl.ia line vea flrat ob-

tained from the individual plotting made In Figure 17.

however, the plott Infra were ao eos'tered on the •estern

aide o: tie ten itory that it wee neoeasary to drive bask

and forth across this whole side, stopping to nc'-e in-

quiries et lntervela, to determine the true breaking point.

There is still eone question about the clivielon between

tarrltorlea at the noith-weet comer of the Little ."Ivor

terrltor-, but the erea In question hare amounted to no

nore then two oeotlons at nost.

The breaking-point line on the south and eeat aide of

the territory was amah nore sharply defined. There wee no

queetlon et all as to the location of the breeding point on

the cout.:, since the territory brolte off abrurtly at the

north edge of the Arkansas Klver Valley mmne hills. The

esatern line *er not quite eo cosily eatabllahad but it



M
was eventually placed In o | edition which lncl«d«tf within

the territory about oo wany families who traded at mm
point other then Little River ee it cut out or the terri-

tory thooe who traded -rinolpelly at Little ?<3ver. ?bla

was easily done when the nunber of fanilloa who lived In

eeeb section in the vicinity woe known.

Figure 17, then, shoes the Little Mver Trade »nd Ser-

vice Territory, pnd the brer Ants, based on an aver-

age of the individual territories studied. ewnia||f_

sen* territories ertended nuob farther frora the town then

did others, 3uoinees awn nay cheek their own territories,

and analyse their efficiency at drawing trade. Those who

neve territories extendlnp beyond the breaking r^lnt ahould

analyse the reason*, la it because of the efficiency of

their own busineaa, their advertlcin" o'rill, lrc of con-

petlng enterprises, or because of the reeuller prorertlea

Inherent in their apeelal buelnesaT Thoae whoae teni-

torlea fall ahort of the breaking point of the average

ahould study the same probleew. If reo-le cane to Little

hiver Urn certain goods or services why did they not ob-

tain other needed services or goods at the eene tiaet

Figure M allows the trade territory of Little River

on a raar of the general erea. aVna this figure it la eaa-
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ler to gracp the relative taper-ten** of Llttl* Elver es •

trading wenter In th* whole tcrrl'.-iry,

OOl'c:.

The stated •urroaes of this study *ere to determine

: les end share of the Little Elver trade and service

ten Itory» enc id 1 ccto the br*« ntaj to discover

the factors which determine this territory) •• discover

the present trend of ehenre If possible; end to determine

sose fectors which will be Important In inslntainln? and

extending the territory. The wish was also ex reared that

sojae of the infornetion collected In thlo study would be

of use to some of the aeetber* of this and other small eom-

vunltlee, and also to other lnvesti^r-t^rs who may conduct

a related researeii.

The else and shape of the territory have been deter-

mined, and the breeding points located. The ten ltory was

froa fourteen to sixteen nilee l->nr end from three to

eight wiles wide. This inolwded territory somewhat over

one-half of the way to Oeneseo, about one-half way to

, - the of the way to fclndon, one-third

of the way to Hutchinson, end one-bell the wt I chell

or one- fourth oi the way to Lyons.



M
Tbe breaklcr point between Little P.lver and viafrm

was nucfc nor* clearly defined then tree the one on t\-.e vest

aide of the territory. Shie s»y indicate that trie break

•set of town wee between Little Hiver end Kindon, while

that veat of town was nore or lees obeeured beoeuee It wee

In reellty two breeJrlng rolntaj that between Little Fiver

end Mitchell, and also between Little River end Lyons.

This lo en interesting dlfreror-.ee, end one to which Little

River aerohenta should five cono thought. Shell the

Little liiver Merchant attempt to extern'; Ms territory to

the eaat In c-nretition with a snellor town which has e

rather definite trade area, or shall he use hie advertis-

ing to attenpt we Maintain or ex' end his territory to the

weet In dlroot era et!ti-?n with Lyonaf Vhloh would be the

wore effective? It is c roblen in narlret research which

should be attend - ed by an entcr-rleing group of merchants.

Apparently tbe llnlta of the area to the south and even to

the north are aore definitely fixed and would be lees re-

eronaive to erecial cfiorte of Little River raerc' ants.

And then, too, Hal trede lo already •&») t* Little Elver

fron a distance north ftr^ south of the town eo rrroet that

it la ecually aa oloae or eloaer for the individuel to

go in sono other direction to a similar or larger town*
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Before otter- tin" e statorcpnt concerning the trend of

Little hiver as 8 tredlnr center, rresent end future,

brc t xind for our thin'rir.r night be obtained from

statenents node by contemporary writers on the irenerel

field of marketing. After all, this study does not show a

trend, but only gives something of the general feeling of

those who have been In business leag enough to note the

trend. In talking x.ith these r.en one will gather that

business has decrecsed in the past fifteen years because

of a snail decrease In rural copulation, the ^rrressive

decrease (fancied or real) in the value of the fanner's

dollar, ovier faming, which has done «WS7 with laree

harvest and threshing crews, and automobiles end good roads

which have ti>" en the trade to larger towns.

Clark says, "There lias been a decided shifting of

trade in certain lines of merchandise sway from the snail

centers to the larger ehor- ing centers. Cross-roads

stores, village stores, and anell-town stores have lost

trade t- stores located in county seats ar.6 other cities

from 6,000 to 21 ,00" n-pulatlon. — These c uve

beer, tr'-in-- rlaoe for o number of years, but have been

rarticularlv rarid since 1920.



M
"On the whole the stores which hove suffered rtoet

frost this shift In oonmsMts* buylnf habits ere those in

the towns oX less than 1,500 population, and rwtJ<?ilarly

the very snail vlllcpes with nle or leso

"Shere are a nwaher oi reasons for this ehenge In try-

ing habits mC a consequent widening of retail trading

areas, enong tbloh are the roll^inra (1) The construc-

tion of good roads end the oobkkxi use or autooohiles are

the raost teportent causes, —- (2) The wide distribution

of neriet new* —-. (3) The Cisplsy of the latest fsah-

lons in the •»ovieo»~—. (4) bith the srresd of the

rural free delivery for ncll ne-.y . amers had no occasion

to go to the nearby village. This Bade It uaneseagery to

Bate frequent trl.-s ti fee post office, c-<' the lees fre-

quent shopping tripe tended toward the larger towns,

the;eb7 reducing the trade at the smeller centers,"5

Vrost enother recent booV on asricettng ooass this Quo-

tation, "the automobile end raved roads bsve very greatly

extended the trading areas of the larger oitlee. There

*«re literally thousands oi t:«i'lvirj- little towns la the

S. Clerte, Pred E., trineiplca of '
; , '>w York,

TIeeBlllan, 10. , . 200-8W.



early -art of thie century, but no* n eroet neny of

toano have been lodooed to e school, c few pas stations,

and stores selllnr other nerehBnejiao which la used by the

traveling public, Cltlee large enough to raalntein good

hotels, theaters, and oell-atoc'ed stores hare gained by

'_:.c gPMftajp cv.Lc \. i'S ' \c. cue :tc: i re- aaaasa ~ . eetae*

*oreo, their trading area* bare been extended to cover the

territory fonaerly supplied by the snail stores In small

towns, villages, sad henleta."

Elliot and "errill say, "The eoononlc rtlron d'etre

of hundreds or snail towns la elowly disc .
"7

i?e-

gardlnr this statesaent the authora mention the relative de-

cline In the -rice of fata products, tbe "folic depletion"

of the country, and the dlrth of retired feraere who once

aoved Into the srxill toenc,

These quotations aeon peaal I eaali toon

roaldont, and rot New* are the earn* fac:

.

kittle

niver norehanta have . -heir validity ca: not be da*

nied. The-/ nust be faced If those In snail towns are to

I* Investments,

8, Agnew, Hagji E., Jenkins, i;o:>c:i .:,, 3rury, Janes C,,
Outlines of Marketing, Saw Tori* and London, wOOrec-.'.lll
Boot Company, I-c, 11 : , . ::57.

7, *-lliot rerrlll, G~cial Disorganisation, Sew Tort and
L-xv: -.,

I
r '- -:"r., V;v, . Ms



What then of Little RlverT It la not uwrt rroa

thene Influences. And yet It Is lasted between two

ensller towns. Alert business aen een benefit for a i

froa the decay of theee smeller town** A share of the de-

nand for certain oervlcec end convenience goods will

probably pace fro« wlndoei end Kltchell fee Little River,

end later rerhspa it will peas fron Little Mvcr to lycrca,

SeFhero-w, end Hutchinson, fee re: ldlty with which Little

River loses trade to those larger towns will doubtless he

In Inverse ratio to bow well It ceres for the trade i

for the wishes of lta potential customers.

Little Hlver tr-clneec end professional wen ere taking

•one ctere to maintain the town ea an eetiv ea

lone as It la of service to the oomuolty. 2-*-* of their

aotlvltlea nay he useless, anew nay even ha haroTil, 'out

sen- ore right sn<5 a- -arently ar* helpln? to maintain this

particular oountrr town in lta poait' "open-

elhle to Its eomonity. Snnc steps w being te'ren

to pr e f'vtrire of Little Hlver night be mentioned.

A newly formed Lions Club la promoting eonasxaltr so*

tlvltiee end er.torts "iments to make ohoppln? trips to

Little Jiiver mre pleasurable "cessions*

Dnslneee aen ere fighting to keep a picture show end



acoe other declinin" businesses open bo thct Little

r.iver say offer a noro aonplete Hat of services to

Potential ouatocsora,

Etaalneeo rson are studying their sales areas vlth an

Idea of raalntalnlae or extending than by uee of

aalea devices*

Business nan are hcein- their eelee a- cols on i

ssmlty -: Ida end eoenanlty activities aa well sc

on convenience.

The :ilc'i School la broadening Ita services &.-£ la of-

ferJoe nore eouraea ahlah have appeal and value to

fara youth, e i It It taking an Increased rart In

oorwunltr. activities*

flooh are the ettenrts at -roocnt to ratfre the eountry

town of Uttle r.lver an attractive, ; leaaent, end interest-

's for country poodle to father, visit, and buy*



She writer wishes to exrreee his arrreela-

tlon to», b. K. Orliiiee, heed of the Derwtraent

of Economies and Sociology, for hie eugrootlone

and guldens* at the beginning of this study;

to C. K. nerd, lnetruotor la the Dersrtrr ,

for hie r«tient end painstaking holr In the ella-

lnntion of errors end In the presentation of the

desired thought} end to the business men end

eustosers of Little aitrer for their co-or«retlon

which nede the dete available*
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