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CHAPTER 1
OVERVIEW OF THE PROBLEM
"No government ought to be without censors; and where the press is free,
none ever will."1
A journalist in Madison High School, Madison, Florida, wrote
an editorial in 1971 in which she cited the "childishly atrocious behavior
of a number of Madison High students during Homecoming Week" and
proceeded to explain "some students feel that they, for racial reasons,
were discriminated against because of the outcome of the elections." The
writer further cited other incidents throughout the year which indicated the
"rotten attitude" of the "whole student body." See Appendix A for a copy
of the editorial.
The result?
(1) A walkout staged by black students;
{2} The closing of eight county schools, deemed
necessary by the County Superintendent
and the School Board;
(3) The superintendent's suspension of the paper
for the remainder of the semester;
(4) Security guards assigned to the school for

the remainder of the school yecar 2



In Troy, Montana, the February 7, 1972, issue of the school newspaper
Trojan Trumpet ran the results of a community poll concerning the "no long
hair" ruling established by the Board of Education. A community member
resented the telephone poll, called the principal and said, "It was none of
our business how she felt," Mrs. Margaret Maness, adviser, explained.3

Furthermore, the Daily Interlake in Kalispell, Montana, picked up the
news item and did a take off on the "long hair" situation with the article
"Does George Need a Haircut?"? See Appendix B for a copy of the article
printed in the Trojan Trumpet and also the article carried in the Daily
Interfake.

The result?

The bomb fell and I was reprimanded. 'It was an
invasion of privacy' the principal said. I answer-
ed that I didn't feel it was because all they [com-
munity members] had to do was say they didn't care
to answer. Then he informed me that he and the
board wanted only stories about school, not involv-
ing the community.

In 1970, R. C. Jergeson, journalism instructor and adviser to the student
newspaper at Sheridan High School, Wyoming, was dismissed from his job
on the basis of "[i]lncompetency, as evidenced by the April 1, 1969, edition
of. . .the school newspaper."6 (The details of the article and full connota-
tion of the picture were not revealed in the reference material.)

Jergeson maintained there were no rules and regulations concerning

his responsibilities as adviser and that the student editor was responsible for the



publication.

The result? A Wyoming court upheld Jergeson's dismissal. The Court
observed:

[Other incidents and] his apparent approval of a
picture of a row of urinals in the school news-
paper are not exactly fine examples fo set for
impressionable students. It is not that these
students or at least a part of them have not been
exposed to a more base and filthy humor outside
the schools, but in the halls of an institution
where lofty ideals and examples should be the
rule, it is out of place.

A situation in which a caption under a student's picture provoked
difficulties occurred in South Orange, New Jersey. In the case of Robert
Mele vs. Robert Cuddy, the Board of Education of the Village of South Orange,
and American Yearbook Company, Mele sought compensation for injuries
resulting from the publication of Freshman 66, a yearbook put together by
the ninth grade graduating class of the South Orange Junior High School.8

The caption under Mele's picture read: "A good fisherman and a

"9 The cutline , written by three school girl editors, went

master baiter.
unnoticed by the mathematics teacher assigned to supervise the yearbook
and by the yearbook publishing company.
Result? As revealed through Mele's testimony, he was subject to
public scandal, ridicule, contempt and disgrace, became extremely despondent

and in the fall of 1966 began the use of drugs after which he voluntarily sought

treatment at the Alfred Adler Mental Health Clinic.10 See Appendix C for the
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case summary scnt to Paula Simons by Alan Sweetser, Secretary and General
Counsel for American Yearbook Co.

Also involving yearbook material, two students from Cleo Springs,
Oklahoma, filed suit to prevent publication of the school's 1973 yearbook
until their pictures were included.1l See Appendix D for the newspaper
‘article from The Wichita Eagle.

Plaintiffs Kathy Kingcade and Becky Rogers Wallace were elected
Queen of Future Farmers of America and Senior Class Queen respectively.
Both becamekpreg‘nant during their reign.12 Due to these pregnancies, the
school board refused to put the girls' pictures in the extra-curricular activity
section of the yearbook. See Appendix E for case summary sent to Paula
Simons by Alan Sweetser.

In the Madison, Florida, incident, the paper was re-established after
"black members were placed on the staff. The newspaper has always
been open to black members," Martha W. Faught, adviser, explained.13

The Madison staff members got their fingers burned, but they illustrated
the right to report and weathered the storm to re-establish their newspaper
as a laboratory for students to communicate their ideas.

The Troy, Montana, incident, however, incited the resignation of
the adviser Mrs. Maness, who was Montana journalism teacher of the year
in 1968 and whose paper held an all-state rating.

"I fclt my staff was unjustly trecated for a creative endeavor. . . .This,

[not reporting community news] I feel, is wrong because the students are



part of the community. . .I don't care to work under such pressures." Mrs.
Maness said.l4
Concerning the Jergeson case in which the adviser's dismissal was
upheld, the Court decided that the article and letter to the editor which was
critical of faculty members "collide with the rights of others, namely the
teachers and administrators of the school ."15
The School Board could have well decided within
its discretion that when the faculty member in
charge of the newspaper. . .permits such articles
to appear that he is, in this way, expressing his
incompetence. The students in speaking out in
the school paper as they did were not entertain-
ing a subject such as the war in Vietnam or some
controversial matter of a public nature, but were
making personal attacks on members of the faculty. . .16
However, in the Mel/e case which was settled in the Essex County Court,
Newark, New Jersey, judgment was entered in favor of the plaintiff and
against the defendants in the total amount of $38,000 .00.17 The jury found
that the statement "A good fisherman and a master baiter" was libelous and
caused emotional disturbance and mental anguish to the plaintiff.
Although compensatory damages were not awarded in the case of the
pregnant girls because the U.S. District Court, Oklahoma City, held that
no "substantial Federal Constitutional question was involved," the case was
dismissed without prejudice to the rights of Plaintiffs to refile the case in

State Court. However, no action was taken, thus, no precedent was set.

In their original suit the plaintiffs contended that "the only permanent recogni-
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tion and enjoyment of queenship honors is through the publication of the
Plaintiffs' pictures as queen in the 1972-73 yearbook.18

"Permanent" becomes the key term, not only in this case, but in any
other in-~court or out-of-court publication controversy. The fact that the
_published material goes on a permanent record opens the high school press
to a situation not faced by any other area or field of learning.

Whether these five sample cases illustrate encroachment upon the
students' rights to a free press or whether they inculpate editor, adviser,
School Board and/or printer, all exemplify the problems currently faced
by those involved with high school publications.

In all phases of life "change" is an important word, for as social mores
change, the student éitizens, articulate, sensitive and conscious of their
rights, question policies, demand their right to know and rébel against
suppression, Iooking to the high school press as a medium for exchange
of comment and criticism.

When Thomas Paine wrote his message of distress in American Crisis,
"change'" also became his concern with the words, "These are the times that
try men's souls."

Since firebrand Paine scorched his challenge 200 years ago, times
still "try the souls" of writer, teacher and administrator,

Fear was once the predominant factor which stifled the high school

press. The young writer was fearful of composing an article which he



expected to be cut or killed; the adviser was fearful of taking the story to
the administrator because of possible reprisals; the administrator was
fearful of allowing controversial issues to be published because of the
possibility of facing the austere superintendent who was fearful of not
pleésing the community .
In a 1974 report of a survey on freedom, Laurence R. Campbell,
director of Quill and Scroll Studies, explained:
In more than one-third of the high schools; [94
schools represented], high school publication
staff members were disciplined or criticized for
publication content or view point, indicating
that the high school is not a marketplace for free
expression.l19
In an article pt_lblished in 1971, Bob Trager and Ron Ostman said,
"The principal is the publisher and the publisher controls the newspaper.
In some high schools that axiom is explicitly stated, in others it is subtlely
[sic] understood."%0
However, in another publication, Trager, one of the leading authori-
ties on scholastic press freedom, stressed the importance of remembering
that young journalists are studying democracy and the constitution and the
American struggle for freedom in their social studies classes. "It does not
seem possible that they should learn oppression in school and then act as
responsible citizens in adult life .21

To promote responsible, involved reporting and to coordinate com-

munity involvement with the school, some advisers are encouraging more



in-depth reporting, the kind of reporting which administrators most often
fear.

This element of fear came to the fore in Torrance IHigh School,
Torrance, California. The School Board of Torrance Unified School
District and Principal Carl Ahee fired journalism adviser Don Nicholson
for not complying with Ahee's wishes to review articles which carried
administration quotations, which involved the Pueblo District of Torrance,
or which included survey reports.

Nicholson opened his teaching career at Torrance High School as
the teacher of journalism and faculty adviser to the student newspaper,
the Torrance News Torch. He taught for two years, from 1968-70. His
background included a B.A. degree from the University of Washington and
a Juris Doctor from Gonzaga University, Spokane, Washington, eight years
of news work including a post with United Press International, and six years
as a Washington State Legislator.:22

Nicholson relates that when he started at Torrance High, he found
no guidelines or policies concerning the permissible scope in newspaper
content. Principal Ahee introduced to Nicholson and the journalism staff
the Four Way Test of Rotary which was on an inscribed plaque upon his
desk.

Ahece approved articles by judging them on the Four Way Test:

(1) Is it the truth? (2) Is it fair to all concerned? (3) Will it build



2.
good will and better relationships? (4) Will it be beneficial to all con-
cerned?

Building "good will and better relationships" and being "bene-
ficial to all concerned" established the newspaper as a house organ,
promulgating only those ideas and views acceptable to the institution
and its leadership. These final elements of the Four Way Test also
contradict the statement of Julius Duscha and Thomas Fischer: "If
these newspapers do their job well, they will occasionally strike sparks,
make their readers winece, and cow or infuriate the objects of their
criticism."23

The first of the articles to "make readers wince" but which was
opposed by the administration was the series about the Pueblo area.

Nicholson explained that student editors came to him with the
idea to provide "some in-depth coverage of Torrance's Chicano com-
munity, and the attitudes and educational problems of students who
came to school from this area."24

The article "Minority Problems Probed" quoted a named source
stating that "many of the Pueblo women have their babies at home be-
cause they don't want to go to the county hospital. The people feel
out of their element asking for things." See Apendix F for a copy of
the article.

According to Principal Ahee, the article caused "distress" on

the part of some of the residents living in the areca, and the principal
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was called to a meeting of the citizens. He was told of some alleged
inaccuracies that appeared in the article and of some quotes which were
taken out of context. Residents particularly took exception to the comment
about Pueblo women having their babies at home. This, Principal Ahee
classified as "distress." He discussed the situation with Nicholson and ordered
all articles on this subject to be submitted to him for the Four Way Test approval.

Nicholson discussed the inaccuracies with the reporter and used
it as a learning situation; on April 10, 1969, a second article was
printed in an effort to round outlthe views quoted in the first one by
presenting a different aspect. The article was not taken to the princi-
pal, but nothing occurred with the citizenry in regard to the second
publication. However,. the fact that Nicholson did not adhere to adminis-
trative orders to clear the article is being used as part of the defendants'
case.

Beyond his insistence in applying the Four Way Rotary Test,
Principal Ahee also maintained that any article concerning an adminis-
trator or carrying an administrator's quote must be taken to him. In
an article in the Torrance News Torch on January 26, 1970, "Main
Building's Future Unsure," the reporter sketched the outlines of the
controversy concerning the oldest building on the campus and a
favorite gathering point for students. Because the administrator was

quoted in the article, the staff was instructed to submit the entirety
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of the article for the administrator's review. The article was not
submitted. See Appendix G for a copy of the article.

According to Nicholson, "On the stated reason that it wanted
to 'check quotes,' the administration reserved to itself the absolute
power to veto coverage of any topics it felt to be sensitive or contro-
versial. The prior submittal directive reserved the power not only
to veto entire coverages, but to veto the style or manner of coverage.”

Another article cited by the hearing officer as part of the reason
for Nicholson's dismissal concerned Coach Willard Boerger of Torrance
High, who in early October 1969 decided to step down from his head
coaching position and move into another assignment with the School
Distriect. Boerger, who had to his credit five varsity basketball
championships and five baseball championships, had been a coach
for seventeen years, twelve of these at Torrance.

In the October 6, 1969, issue of the school paper, an article
praised the retiring coach and reviewed his years of leading champion-
ship teams. However, readers took exception to the banner headline
"Coaching Shakeup: Boerger Out." Below this was the article's
headline "Varsity coach quits; Little takes over." See Appendix H for
a copy of the article and the headlines.

In his affidavit, Nicholson says,
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I agree this was not the best choice of words,
becausc the last two words leave open the
implication that the coach was forced out. To
mitigate the misleading banner, the staff pub-
lished a '"Correction' apology in the next edi-
tion of the paper. The mistake was the sub-
ject of a classroom lesson on the unintended
meanings of words used in headlines, To this
I added my personal apology to Coach Boerger,
who accepted the same. 26

These and other articles considered by the principal to be

"unsuitable" for a high school newspaper were slated as reasons for

the release of Nicholson from Torrance High School on June 24,1970.

In Nicholson's affidavit he referred to the various articles in-

cluding one which involved a survey of police-student relationships,

he said:

In my view, the real aim of the administration
was to pre-censor each and every news survey
of opinion for its acceptability under the Four
Way Test of Rotary, and its compatability with
administration views. . .What my administra-
tors insisted on was not a simple ministerial
authority to control the times when surveys
would be taken, anyhow. What they did was
assert a very naked power to pre-censor the
very content of any news survey, to stop it,

to prevent the discussion and reportage of ideas
they did not like 2T

The affidavit was prepared by Nicholson after he brought

suit against the Torrance Unified School District on June 21,

1973. He is represented by attorneys Roy Lucas of San Francisco,

California, and Fred Okrand of Los Angeles, California. The at-

torneys were retained through the DuShane Fund of the National
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Education Association (NEA). The fund is reserved for the legal
defense of teachers' rights.
"If the four-way Rotary test had been applied to the Watergate affair,
news of the first story of the burglary would never have been published
because it would have been unfair to burglars," said Lucas, according to
" a news release from the California Teachers Association.28
On September 17, 1973, Jan Wiseman, president of the Journalism
Education Association (JEA), spoke for the officers of the Association in
a letter of support to Nicholson.
Truth sometimes is not pleasant. It may hurt a
person's reputation. It may make us sick at
heart. But it must be found and reported to the
publie, and this certainly includes students.
For some persons, it may be more comfortable
to live in a fantasy world in which nothing is
bad and no one suffers. But ignoring a problem
does nothing to solve it. It is up to the press
[including the scholastic press] to make this
problems [sic] known so that they may be
solved and so that we will eventually have a
better world in which to live.

See Appendix I for a copy of the letter in its entirety.

At present, the judge is reviewing motions and briefs con-
cerning the case of Don Patrick Nicholson v. Board of Education,
Torraonce Unified School District, et al., Civ, No. 73-1420-FW.

In a letter written by Nicholson on November 1, 1973, he

explained:
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As to the case itsclf, our attorneys argued this
week in L.A. against the district’s motion to
dismiss; the judge allowed the district time to
submit more affidavits. "What it comes down to
is that he will ponder their motion to dismiss
(based mostly on passage of time grounds) and
our motion for summary judgment, then either
rule or go with a full scale hearing on both the
legal merits and the damages (incl. injunction

to put me back in the classroom.) In other words,
the case is static for the next month or two while
the judge reviews these motions and briefs . 31

Again on April 26, 1974, Nicholson, to keep the author informed
of current action in his case, sent this information:
Latest on my case is favorable court action on
the defendants' second motion to dismiss the
complaint. So far they have completely ignored
the constitutional issue. No trial date is set.
The next step may be degosition-taking. Thus,
we are still in pre-trial. 1
In a November 19, 1973, letter to JEA President Wiseman, Nicholson,
expressing his appreciation for the backing of the organization, relayed
a statement most pertinent to the journalism advisers who need to maintain
freedom of the press:
Please convey my gratitude to every member.
We will continue to push for the legal recogni-
tion journalism teachers must have to do their
jobs. . .and to conduct our struggle in a man-
ner that brings honor to the profession.
"Honor to the profession" appears to be the prime rebuttal

as censorship, freedom and responsibility headline journalism posi-

tions in various sections of the nation. Involved in the profession are
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those advisers who remain in t.heir positions and fight for press free-
dom, those who find the situation intolerable and unchangeable and
resign because of it, those who err in allowing the publication of care-
lessly reported material, and those, who, dismissed, bring suit and
spend time, money and endless study of cases to set a precedent for
high school journalism. In each case the adviser has affected the pro-

fession because he passed this way.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
_ "The peculiar evil of silencing the expression of opinion is that it is robbing
the human race." (John Stuart Mill)

In recent years judges have rendered opinions which have correlated
student rights and Bill of Rights standards.

It has been established that courts are reluctant to overrule school
officials' decisions, but with specific reference to schools, the key terms are
reasonable rules and regulations governing activities which "materially and
substantially interfere with school order."!

Prominent in the area of freedom of expression in high schools is the
primary landmark case, Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School
District, 93 U.S. 503, 21 L Ed. 2nd 731, 89 S Ct. 733, (1969).2

In this case high school students were suspended from school for the
wearing of black arm bands in protest to the Vietnam War. The Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the administrative decision. But, with
Justice Fortas writing the majority decision, the Supreme Court reversed the
Circuit Court opinion upholding that the prohibition against the armbands
was unconstitutional under the First and Fourteenth Amendments because

. . .the record does not demonstrate any facts which

19.
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might reasonably ‘have led school authorities to
forecast substantial disruption of or material
interference with school activities, and no dis-
turbances or disorders on the school premises
in fact occurred.3

The Court recognized that the wearing of an armband for the purpose
of expressing certain views is the type of symbolic act that is within the
_ Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment.

It can hardly be argued that either students or
teachers shed their constitutional rights to free-
dom of speech or expression at the school-house
gate. This has been the unmistakable holding of
this court for almost 50 years.

With the Court opinion given by Justice Fortas, Justice Stewart and
Justice White concurred, while Justice Black and Justice Harlan dissented.
Vehement in his dissent, Justice Black said:

Nor does a person carry with him into the United
States Senate or House, or into the Supreme Court,
or any other court, a complete constitutional right
to go into those places contrary to their rules and
speak his mind on any subject he pleases. Itis a
myth to say that any person has a constitutional
right to say what he pleases, where he pleases and
when he pleases...The original idea of schools,
which I do not believe is yet abandoned as worthless
or out of date, was that children had not yet reached
the point of experience and wisdom which enabled
them to teach all of their elders.?

However, in the final decision, the Supreme Court ruled that school
officials were not immune from First Amendment limitations and to ban and
seek to punish petitioners for silent, passive expression of opinion "unac-

companied by any disorder or disturbance on the part of the petitioners"6
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was restricting expression and, therefore, was forbidden.

In our system, state-operated schools may not be
enclaves of totalitarianism. School officials do

not possess absolute authority over their students,
Students in school as well as out of school are
'persons' under our Constitution. They are pos-
sessed of fundamental rights which the State must
respect, just as they themselves must respect their
obligations to the state. In our system, students
may not be regarded as closed-circuit recipients

of only that which the state chooses to communicate.
They may not be confined to the expression of those
sentiments that are officially approved. In the ab-
sence of a specific showing of constitutionally valid
reasons to regulate their speech, students are en-
titled to freedom of expression in their views i

Considered one of the lahdmark cases involving freedom for high
school publications, Zucker v. Panitz, 299 F. Supp S.D.N.Y. (1969),
established the court decision that the paper was "a communications medium
regarding controversial topics and that the teaching of journalism includes
dissemination of such ideas. Such a paper is truly an educational device."8

Principal Panitz had refused to allow the students to print an adver-
tisement opposing the Vietnam War after the editorial board had already ap-
proved the ad. The plaintiffs alleged that the school paper was

...to provide a forum for the dissemination of ideas
and information by and to the students of New
Rochelle (N.Y.) high school. Therefore, prohi-
bition of the advertisement constituted a constitu-
tionally proscribed abridgement of the freedom of
expression. 9
However, the defendants argucd that the publication "is not a news-

paper in the usual sense, but is a 'beneficial education device' developed as

part of the curriculum and intended to inure primarily to the benefit of those
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who compile, edit and publish it."10 They further argued that the paper
would be just as valuable an educational tool if it were compiled then filed
without publication. Allowing the paper to print an item unconcerned with
school subjects violated the objective of the paper--an outlet for the dis-
semination of news and activities related only to the school.

The Court examined past issues of the paper and cited articles con-
cerning draft procedures, state issues and community projects. The
Court concluded:

It is unfair in the light of the free speech doctrine,
to close it as a forum to this specific idea...It would
be both incongruous and dangerous for this court to
hold that students who wish to express their views
on matters intimately related to them, through tradi-
tionally accepted non-disruptive modes of communi-
cation, may be precluded from doing so...

The right of printing editorial opinion came to the fore in the Court
decision on Scoville v. Board of Education of Joliet Township High School
District 204, Court of Will, State of Illinois, 1969.12

Raymond Scoville and Arthur Breen, students at Joliet Central High
School, wrote the pertinent material in "Grass High," a publication of fourteen
pages which contained poetry, essays, movie and record reviews and a
critical editorial labeled "My Reply" which referred to the school's pamph-
let, "Bits of Steel." The article "My Reply" appears in Appendix J.

The publication "Grass High" was an off-campus booklet sold in the

school for fiftcen cents each to approximately sixty students and faculty members.
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After the pamphlet was distributed, the plaintiffs were told they could not
take their fall semester examinations and werc suspended for a period of
five days. Nine days later, Scoville was removed as editor of the school
paper. The dean then sent a report to the superintendent of schools with
a recommendation for expulsion for the remainder of the semester.
Scoville's mother wrote a letter to the board expressing sorrow
for the trouble the boys had caused, but stated they had learned a lesson
and that the parents were worried and upset about the possible interruption
in education. She further stated she thought the boys had already been
adequately punished.
However, the board expelled the plaintiffs from day classes for
the second semester. The case was taken to court and the plaintiffs contended
that the expulsion order violated their First and Fourteenth Amendment free-
doms. The District Court upheld the school board, but the Seventh Circuit
Court reversed the decision.
The Court's opinion was:
Plaintiffs' freedom of expression was infringed by
the Board's action, and defendants had the burden
of showing that the action was taken upon a reason-
able forecast of a substantial disruption of school
activity. No reasonable inference of such a showing
can be drawn from the complaint...The "Grass High"
editorial imputing a "sick mind" to the dean reflects
a disrespectful and tastecless attitude toward authority.
Yet does that imputation to sixty students and faculty
members, without more, justify a "forcast" of substan-
tial disruption or material interference with the school

policies or invade the rights of others? We think not
...In view of our conclusion that the complaint "on its
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face" discloses an unjustified invasion of plaintiffs'
First and Fourteenth Amendment rights, it follows that
we agree with plaintiffs that the Board applied the
Illinois statute in an unconstitutional manner.13

Constitutionality and its effect on the high school student have developed
over the past 50 years and have greatly affected the roles of school and student.

Justification for the school's regulation of student
activity had formerly been based on the theories
that the school stoed in foco parentis, that educa-
tion was a privilege accorded the student at the
institution's discretion, or that the student impliedly
waived his rights by contracting with the school.
These theories have been generally disavowed.
Courts recognize that the public school functions
as an agency of the state, serving in the inferest
of the state, and that its authority is derived from
the state.l4

The issue of prior restraint has been most important in high school
cases.
In 1970 three Chicago public high school students brought a class
action in Federal District Court "on behalf of themselves and all students
in Chicago schools."19 The issue of the action was Section 6-19 of the Rules
of the Chicago Board of Education which stated:
No person shall be permitted. . .to distribute on the
school premises any books, tracts, or other publi-
cations...unless the same shall have been approved
by the General Superintendent of Schools .16
All three students had been suspended after distributing written
material in school without having obtained approval from the administration.
Two of the students had published and distributed

copies of an "underground' newspaper, The Cosmic
Frog. The third student had becn suspended twice:
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once for handing a petition calling for an anti-war
teach-in to another student in the school corridor;
and the second time for distributing anti-war leaflets
to other students while assembled outdoors during a
fire drii.17
With the case having gone to the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals,
the Court ruled that all suspensions be expunged from the students' records.
- Furthermore, the Court contended that the rule of the Chicago Board of
Education was "prior restraint in violation of the First Amendment,"18
Another case involving prior restraint was taken to the United
States District Court, Northern District of California, 1969, and is now
the backbone of the defense in the November 1973 complaint issued by
Mike Wiener, journalism instructor at Canoga Park High School, California.
Representing the Los Angeles Journalism Teachers Association, Weiner has
charged that censorsliip exists in about "20% of the high schools and 70%
of the junior highs."19
The 1969 case, David M. Rowe v, Campbell Union High School
District 20 involved Rowe, a high school student in good standing,
who approached defendant Miskulin, principal of Campbell Union High
School, with a request to be allowed to distribute a newspaper on campus.
The plaintiff and other students were to write and print the paper which
dealt with student activities, affairs and opinions. However, Rowe was
told that according to state law (Sections 9012-13) and school policy

(Resolution 170-R) any off-campus compiled publication must be read by

school officials and approved in form and content before it could be distri-
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buted. Furthermore, Rowe and his father were told that if he should at-
tempt to distribute the paper without having it approved, he would be sub-
ject to suspension and/or other discipline.

The action against Campbell Union High School was filed on March 28,
1969. In April the judge granted a temporary restraining order pursuant
- to preventing defendants from interfering with the distribution of the
plaintiff‘s newspaper and from disciplining plaintiff or others for such dis-
tribution. The order was conditioned on the distribution not "materially
and substantially interfering with the requirements of appropriate disci-
pline in the operation of the school."2l  Thereafter a three judge court
was convened.

The case came before the court with plaintiffs asking for summary
judgment on the validity of the state law and the school pol@cy stating that
Sections 9012-13 were "overbroad" and such terms as "propaganda" and
"partisan" were termed "vague." They challenged school board regulation
170-R on the grounds of prior restraint and denial of the right to publish
anonymously . 22

The plaintiff's attorney referred to the basic principle of Tinker
explaining:

(7) Students are 'persons' within the meaning of
the constitution and are possessed of fundamental
rights which are not lost in school.

{2) Students are not the 'closed circuit’ recipients
of only that which the state wishes to communicate;
they may not be confined to officially-approved

sentiments.
{3) Student freedom of speech includes personal
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intercommunication of controversial ideas.

(4) School officials have the burden of showing
constitutionally valid justifications for limitations

on student speech. '

(5) A generalized fear or apprehension of a dis-
turbance is not a constitutionally adequate justifi-
cation. A desire to avoid the expression of contro-
versial or unpopular ideas or the discomfort and
unpleasantness which accompany them is not a
constitutionally adequate justification.

(6) School officials must demonstrate that the pro-
hibited speech would have actually caused substan-
tial and material disruption of, or interference with,
classwork or with the requirements of discipline ap-
propriate to the operation of the school.

The defendants argued that the immaturity of the students and the fact
that they are allegedly a "captive audience" justified the board ruling of
prior censorship.

The Distriet Court found the term "captive audience," to be without merit be-
cause no student was forced to take any of the distributed materials. "Were
one student to attempt to force material on another, he could be disciplined.
There is no evidence whatsoever to indicate this has oc:currecl."z4

This court finds that as a matter of law, none of

the considerations urged by defendants and none

of the 'disruptions' averred to in their affidavits
justify the virtually total prohibitions contained in
9012-13...We reiterate, however, that this does not
mean the school authorities are without power to con-
trol their schools or discipline their students... .In
sum, student communications cannot be prohibited
because school officials disagree with what is being
said or because they think students should only be
exposed to ideas which they approve.25

It is the violation of this final statement "student communications can-

not be prohibited because school officials disagree with what is being said,"
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that instigated Wicner's action-on behalf of the Los Angeles journalism
teachers.

In many school newspapers, students are not allow-
cd to criticize the hamburgers in the school cafeteria
or to lobby for an open campus or to even mention
that their school may have a problem with drugs or
vandalism, 26

Wiener presented his argument to the Board of Education in November,
1973. Associate Superintendent Jerry Halverson said:

The board believes that a student newspaper is
essentially a classroom activity in instruction

and that it is subject to the same restrictions as
other educational material, including approval

by the principal. Wiener's position is that student
newspapers should be operated the way general
circulation papers are. 27

The Student Rights handbook allows principals to censor "when neces-
sary," Wiener said, and added, "some principals use this vague phrase
to justify blue penciling anything remotely controversial ."28

A copy of this article and also an editorial carried later in the Los
Angeles Times are included in Appendix K.

In April 1974, the Los Angeles Times spoke out editorially on the

situation.

There may be some sticky problems, of course, in
relaxing a principal's absolute right to decide what
can be published in junior and senior high school
papers....Still, we believe the journalism teachers
are correct in their contention that the traditional
curbs may be doing more harm than good in promot-
ing an atmosphere of learning and free inquiry....
The U.S. Supreme Court has held that students, too,
have free speech rights under the First Amendment
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of the Constitution. We suggest that the board recog-
nize those rights with adoption of a morc flexible
arbitration procedure possibly similar to that sought
by the students and teachers. 29

Clarifying the rights of administrators and students was the case
of Sullivan v. Houston Independent School District, 307 F. Supp. 1328 (1969) .30

Clearly then, freedom of speech, which includes
publication and distribution of newspapers may be
exercised to its fullest potential on school premises

so long as it does not unreasonably interfere with
normal school activities. Administration can properly
regulate the times and places within the school build-
ings at which papers may be distributed .31

In this case the Court went even further:

It is also clear that if a student complies with reason-
able rules as to times and places for distribution
within the school, and does so in an orderly, non-
disruptive manner, then he should not suffer if
other students, who are lacking in self-control,

tend to overreact thereby becoming a disruptive
influence , 32

The "reasonable rules" decision does not, however, apply to students

violating the laws of libel, where adviser control may be essential.
As defined in Black's Law Dictionary, libel is:

False and unprivileged publication by writing,
printing, pictures, effigy or other fixed repre-
sentation to the eye which exposes any person
to hatred, contempt, ridicule or obloquy or
which causes him to be shunned or avoided

or which has a tendency to injure him in his
occupation. 33

A case pertaining to libel which could have been a key issue in scho-

lastic journalism concerned a caption below a picturc in a yearbook. In
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1962 a $1,000,000 suit was brought by the guardian of a sixteen year old,
Irene Bickerton against the Board of E'ducation of the Central High School
District No. 3: Anthony W. Yeneralo, Principal of the Sanford H. Calhoun
High School: American Yearbook Company. 34

The suit charges that a caption under a photograph of
Irene Bickerton in the 1962 Pacer, the yearbook of the
Stanford H. Calhoun High School in Merrick, was a

false, scandalous, and defamatory statement. The cap-
tion on Page 103 of the yearbook, which was distributed
to the graduation class about June 12 said: 'A soft, meek,
patient, humble, tranquil spirit'...Thomas Decker - The
Honest Whore, 35

As explained by Alan Sweetser, General Counsel, Jostens/American

Yearbook Company:

The plaintiff contended that the captioned 'The Honest
Whore' were the meanings specifically intended to be
conveyed, and were vicious, insidious and calculated
to injure, and were the meanings which would natural-
ly be given and which were given to the statement by
persons who read the same in the yearbook and by per-
sons who heard about the statement. 36

A newspaper article datelined "MINEOLA, L.I.--Sept. 25 [1969]" ex-
plained:
...the law firm representing the plaintiffs said about
500 copies of the yearbook had been distributed. Ac-
cording to a member of the school board, about half the
books were recalled and the caption was changed to:

'Gentle of speech, beneficient of mind' -- Homer,
Odyssey. 37

The plaintiff settled out of court for $3,846.57 paid by the Board of
Education of Central High School District No. 3, Thomas Gilchrist, Anthony W.

Yeneralo, and American Yearbook Company.38
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As Samuel Feldman, University of California, Los Angcles, and author
of The Student Journalist scries, explained,

Neither party will answer questions about the case.
A court ruling could have set a precedent through-
out the nation. Such cases usually are settled out of
court, which is the major reason why there is a
dearth of rulings on scholastic libel.3?

Defamation of character, invasion of privacy, obscenity and copy-
right infringement are great concerns of the press and in this study, the
high school press in particular.

According to Black's Law Dictionary, the first two are defined as:

Defamation -- The offense of injuring a person's
character, fame, or reputation by false and mali-
cious statements .40

Invasion of Privacy -- An encroachment upon
the rights of another Al

Concerning obscenity, the high school press ruling coincides with that
of all publications:

In order to be legally obscene, a publication has
to possess the quality of patent offensiveness. ..
Three elements must coalesce--It must be estab-
lished that (a) the dominant theme taken as a
whole appeals to a prurient interest in sex; (b)
the material is patently offensive because it af-
fronts contemporary community standards re-
lating to the description or representation of
sexual matters; and (c) the material is utterly
without redeeming social value.?

Devoting an entire section to copyright, the California Law Review

explains that the copyright holder has the exclusive rights:
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a) To print, reprint, publish, copy, and vend
the copyrighted work.
b) To translate the work into other languages
or dialects.
c) To deliver, . .the copyrighted work in public
for profit,43
With infringement on these rights the copyright holder may file suit.

Beyond the legal concerns of publishing, writers also face moral
" and ethical issues.

Breaking down the line of jurisdiction in school publications to make
it coincide with that of the commercial productions, one might say that the
board of education is the publisher of the school newspaper, the principal
is the editor and the adviser is the managing editor. However, in actual
practice the editor rarely sees the stories (except for those schools where
the administrator demands to read all copy) and publisher dictates either
lie in district policies or general assumptions of the journalism adviser's
responsibilities. Therein lies the paradox of actual practice and the legal
jurisdiction of high school journalism.

Just as a paradox exists in legal responsibilities, so does it exist in
the area of actual publication. Legally the student press can express its
opinion as long as severe disruptions do not result because of that opinion.
Morally, however, the student press

...has the duty of loyalty toward its sponsor
or proprietor. At most institutions, the college
[high school] subsidizes student publications
in some degree, and assures them continuity
and protection. Therefore, the student press

ought to refrain from actions which would ser-
iously discredit the parent institution and
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possibly cause serious damag‘e.44

Devoting an entire chapter of his book Legal and Ethical Issues to
-the area of responsibility, Feldman states: "The rights of the student press
ought to be broad; and the responsibilities of student editors ought to be
serious,"45

Feldman explained that a criteria committee of the Associated Press
Managing Editors Association drew up these criteria of responsibility for
a good newspaper:

7. Use mature and considered judgment in the
public interest at all times.

2. Select, edit, and display news on the basis

of significance and its genuine usefulness to the
public.

3. Edit news affecting public morals with candor
and good taste and avoid an imbalance of sensa-
tional, preponderantly negative, or merely trivial
news.

4. Accent when possible a reasonable amount of
news which illustrates the values of compassion,
self-sacrifice, heroism, good citizenship, and
patriotism.

5. Clearly define sources of news, and tell the
reader when competent sources cannot be identi-
fied.

6. Respect rights of privacy.

7. Instruct its staff members to conduct themselves
with dignity and decorum. 46

Elaborating on the freedom and responsibility angle, Don Olson,
assistant principal at Wichita Heights High School, Wichita, Kansas, spoke
to members of the Kansas Organization of Publications and Advisers in
November 1973.

When Olson presented his concept that most principals look upon
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the school paper more as a publie relations tool, adviscrs disagreed.

The administrator cautioned the advisers to use care in situations
involving controversy. "Emotional” issues and issues "outside the scope
of school" were two examples of subjects that Olson implied should be
avoided .47

"If they [students] d(;n't get their feet wet," countered Jackie
Engle, McPherson, Kansas, adviser, "how are they going to learn?" She
said the publications adviser was concerned with getting the student
interested and involved, but the administrator was concerned with how
the student could be ccmtr'olled..48

"I'm trying to GET them to write," said Kitty Adams, Buhler, Kansas
adviser, "but you're trying to KEEP them from writing."49

However, because the high school student is still considered a youth
and students in the school are labeled as a captive audience since public
school education is compulsory, authorities are often skeptical of allowing
the exercise of freedom of the press. Opposition has been voiced to giving
these young students the same freedom as those attending college.

It has been said that 'it seems uﬁwise to assume
. . .that school children possess sufficient sophisti-
cation or experience to establish "truth" from
"falsity" 'and there is no tradition of academic
freedom in high schools comparable to that in
colleges.50
But judges trying cases have progressively concurred that "adulthood

is not a prerequisite to the protection of constitutional rights and that educa-

tional institutions must grant those rights even to school children 51
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On the other hand youth and immaturity have become prime considera-

tions in the high school press.

In comparison with college students, they

[high school students] are obviously younger and
consequently less mature; because usually only
the top half of high school graduates go on to col-
lege, they are, on the average less intelligent
and because they have not studied politics and
government as much, they are less knowledge-
able in these fields. Nevertheless, both high
school and college students attend institutions

of learning, some to learn skills needed upon
graduation, some to prepare for further study.
Though there are quantitative differences, there
are qualitative similarities, Despite these similari-
ties, the freedom of the political advocacy that
college students have asked for and have to some
extent received, does not exist in high schools . 92

In an effort to keep administrators up-to-date on pertinent court

decisions, Robert L. Ackerly, chief counsel for the National Association

of Secondary School Principals, published a booklet to highlight cases

involving both state and federal jurisdictions. Of the student press, Ackerly

says:

School-sponsored publications should be free from
policy restrictions outside of the normal rules for
responsible journalism. These publications should
be as free as other newspapers in the community to
report the news and to editorialize .93

Concerning freedom of expression, Ackerly says:

The basic position is: Freedom of expression can-
not legally be restricted unless its exercise inter-
feres with the orderly conduct of classes and school
work. Students may freely express their points of
view provided they do not seek to coerce others to
join in their mode of expression and provided also
that they do not otherwise intrude upon the rights
of others during school hours.
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If high school publications are to "be as free as other ncewspapers in
the community to report the news and to editorialize," then the First and
Fourteenth Amendments must be upheld.

Specifically, the Fourteenth Amendment states:

No state shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of
the United States; Nor shall any state deprive any
person within its jurisdiction of equal protection
of the laws.

Although this amendment has been used by plaintiff attorneys for the
past five years, the First Amendment advocating that Congress "shall make
no law prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech or of the press" is the prime defense of press freedom.

The right to communicate a matter of vital public
concern is embraced in the First Amendment right

to freedom of speech and therefore is clearly pro-
tected against infringement by state officials....
Particularly, the Fourteenth Amendment protects

the First Amendment rights of school children against
unreasonable rules and regulations imposed by
school authorities .23

As high school papers take on a professional look, as young writers
strive for a more exact and explicit journalism, clarification of their rights
in accordance with a free press is essential.

Although a first-rate school press adheres to ethical standards, it is
when those guiding the press take the ethics to the extreme of not allowing

any critical or controversial issues to be published that dilemmas result.

The Commission of Inquiry into High School Journalism recently revealed a
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new dimension of expurgation in the high school press.

Sr. Ann Christine Heintz, St. Mary's Center for Learning, Chicago,
and a member of the Commission, said, "The report [publication slated for
July 1974] will come down hard on advisers. The evidence showed that many
times it is the adviser who does the censoring, not necessarily the administra-

tion."96

Lew Cope of the Minneapolis Tribune, President of the Minnesota Society
of Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi, said a resclution to offer support
to high school journalism was passed by full membership of the chapter in
November.

Cope said the Minnesota Chapter's concern arose after it learned the
Commission had found evidence of "wide-spread censorship in the high school
press; that minority students are frequently barred from the high school press;
that high school journalism instructors and advisers frequéntly do not encour-
age the substantive issue-oriented journalism o7

Fear often overrides all other factors of censorship. Fear of reprisals,
fear of losing one's job, fear of violating already set standards may cause
the adviser and/or administrator to take the safe approach to publishing.

In a recent case, Judge George Beamer stated:

The school corporation shall not prohibit publication
of articles in official school newspapers on the basis
of the subject matter or terminology used unless the
article or terminology used is obscene, libelous or

disrupts school activities. 58

This wording would suffice as a sound model guideline for any school
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authority or adviser.

A reference to the college press, which could well apply to high

school publications, explained,

A college or university is supposed to be dedicated
to the concepts of freedom, and this surely should
include freedom of the press. With such freedom
comes, of course, irresponsibility as well as respon-
sibility .29

But unless the young writer investigates and "gets his feet wet"
he will remain a second-class citizen, denied access to important issues
that could build his journalistic skills.

Across the country, there are abundant examples
of student newspapers that have led the way in ex-
posing evils and achieving improvements on campus
and in communities. There are also plentiful exam-
ples of ineptness, unfairness and other excesses.
The one is the price of the other .60

Justice Abe Fortas wrote the decision for the majority
in the Tinker case and he was well aware of the fragility of freedom
in a democratic system that permits its citizens, young and old, to speak
out.

Any departure from absolute regimentation
may cause trouble. Any variation from the majority's
opinion may inspire fear. Any word spoken, in
class, in the lunchroom, or on the campus that
deviates from the views of another may start an
argument or cause a disturbance, '

But our Constitution says we must take this
risk and our history says that it is this sort of
hazardous freedom--this kind of openness--that
is the basis of our national strength and of the
independence and vigor of Americans who grow
up and live in this relatively permissive, often
disputatious society...
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
“A free press can, of course, be good or bad, but without freedom it will
never be anything but bad....Freedom is nothing else but a chance to be
better, whereas enslavement is a certainty of the worse." (Albert Camus)
The concept of freedom in the high school press is viewed differently
by the student editor, the adviser, the administrator, the community member
and the school's legal adviser. To study the concepts of these five
sources, the author sent letters to those involved in each area, and those
contacted were asked to complete questionnaires. Advisers were requested
to supply names of community members and attorneys. Questionnaires were
then sent to the community members and to the legal consultants whose names
and addresses were supplied.

Questionnaires

The author formulated five questionnaires which included advisers,
student editors, administrators, community members and legal advisers.
Five pilot study interviews were conducted before the final questionnaires
were drafted. All questionnaires dealt with freedom in the high school

press, restrictions and where they occurred, controversies created after
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materials were published, editorials and editorial policies, adviser training,
publication limitations and actual study of press law. Sce Appendix
L for copics of all questionnaires.

Mailing lists for the questionnaires were obtained from the 1972 member-
ship directory of the Journalism Education Association and the 1972 school
- membership in Quilf and Scrol/. Letters were addressed to "Journalism
Adviser," "Newspaper Editor," and "Principal.”

In the envelope sent to the newspaper editor, a second questionnaire
was inserted and a cover letter explained that this questionnaire should be
given to the yearbook editor. A cover letter to each newspaper adviser
requested the name of the yearbook sponsor, if different from the adviser.

As indicated in the following chapter, fewer yearbook advisers replied than
those in the newépaper area. The administrator's questionnaire also con-
tained a cover letter. All letters are included in Appendix L with the ques-
tionnaires.

After the letters were sent in early November, the author sent a follow-
up reminder post-card to-all who had not returned their forms. This post
card was mailed in mid-December.

Since the adviser return was slower than that of the editor and the ad-
ministrator, a second letter and questionnaire were sent to forty-three advisers on
February 26. These forty-three werec specifically selected because editors and
administrators from these schools had returned their queries, and the

author was attempting to coordinate as many replies as possible. Of these
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forty-three, eightcen returned the questionnaire on second request. See
Appendix M for copies of the post card and reminder letter.
Each letter contained a stamped, sclf-addressed envelope.

Further Inquiries

Beyond the questionnaires, personal interviews were conducted. In
“October the author sent letters requesting interviews with advisers, admin-
istrators and editors in three Kansas Schools. A post card was included in
order for the recipients to confirm the date and time. See Appendix N
for copies of the letter and post card.

These personal interviews were valuable for insight into attitudes
and feelings rather than simply looking at questionnaire results. The
questionnaires, which were filled out in the course of conversation, were
tabulated with the others, and, on ocecasion, personal comments from those
interviewed are used in the thesis.

Besides these contacts, three interviews were conducted at the Kansas
State University Fall Journalism Workshop, four at the Journalism Division
of the Kansas-NEA meeting in November at Wichita, and three at the February
regional contest of the Kansas Scholastic Press Association at Kansas Univer-
sity.

Furthermore, letter contact was maintained with two administrators
and four advisers whose questionnaires and former acquaintances prompted

the author to seek more information. Telephone conversations also ensued
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with threc advisers as well as with an attorney who provided morc information
to the study.

On March 15 a trip to the Journalism Division of the Northern
Oklahoma Education Association brought the author into contact with five
advisers who sent additional information and expressed their attitudes on
press freedom.

In order to keep the study up-to-date, the author kept in letter contact
with the attorney from Jostens/American Yearbook Corporation; Don Nicholson
of the case involving Nichelson vs. Board of Education, Torrance Unified
School District; the Freedom of Information Center, The University of Missouri;
yearbook judges from Columbia Scholastic Press; the Commission of Inquiry
into High School Journalism; the Newspaper Fund, Inc.; and the president
of the Los Angeles Journalism Association, who was concerned about the
censorship of high school papers in this area of Califorr;ia. The deputy
general of the National Education Association was also contacted for the
Rights and Responsibilities handbook, so the author could look at journalism

as it is viewed in the overall area of education.



CHAPTER IV
QUESTIONNAIRE FINDINGS
" "Freedom of expression is the well-spring of our civilization--the civiliza-
tion we seek to maintain and further by recognizing the right of Congress
to put some limitation upon expression. Such are the paradoxes of life."
(Justice Felix Frankfurter)

Findings reported in this chapter are based upon questionnaires
returned from 125 publications advisers (forty-two percent of those who
were sent questionnaires); 140 administrators (a forty-seven percent return);
and from 160 student editors (a fifty-three percent return). Of the total 900
questionnaires sent, forty-seven percent were returned. Eleven of the re-
sponses, deemed unusable for one reason or another, were not tallied.

For purposes of analysis and tabulation, questionnaire results are
dealt with in groups based on the size of enrollment in the schools. Group
A includes data from schools with enrollments up to 800; Group B, schools
with enrollments from 801 to 2,000; and Group C, schools with enrollments of
2,001 or more. While data appear in the tables in these groups, school size
is discussed in the text only when it appears that size makes some meaningful
difference in results.

To simplify tabulation of the advisers' replies, the tables do not dif-

fercntiate newspaper and yecarbook responses cxcept when questions pertain-
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ing specifically to yearbooks were asked.

Editors' 'replies, however, are tabulated by publication type, since
responses came from both ycarbook and newspaper editors and the questions
varied on the basis of publication type.

Following discussion of these data, special consideration is given to
some of the data from thirty-nine schools from which all three parties--editor,
adviser, administrator--responded. Although this group is small, it was
felt that direct comparison and/or contrasts would merit consideration.

Finally, comments from community members and attorneys are discussed.
Data from community members and attorneys are not tabulated because response
was too limited to be representative. Of the 125 advisers returning question-
naires, only forty-three sent names of community members and twenty-seven
listed names of legal advisers. Of the forty-three questionnaires sent to com-
munity members, only twenty-four were returned, and only thirteen attorneys
responded. However, comments add background information about attitudes
toward high schools and journalism programs, so are used for discussion.

In the tables presented, percentages do not always equal 100 because

of rounding.

Adviser, Principal, Editor Questionnaires

As illustrated in Table I, only six percent (eight out of 125) of the
advisers sponsor the yearbook only, while fifty-one percent (sixty-four
out of 125) teach newspaper only. Since the percentage of yearbook

respondents was so minimal, all other tables combine their responses with
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those of newspaper advisers. if yearbook respondents give additional insight
into a situation, an cxplanation is carried after the tabulation.

Table 1 also shows that background preparation and credit hours
in journalism were greater among those teachers responding in Group B
(schools from 801-2,000). Respondents in larger schools indicated that
their training to teach journalism is similar to that of respondents from the
smaller schools, Group A. As Table 1 shows, thirty-nine percent of the
responding advisers had nine or fewer college credit hours in journalism,
eleven percent had ten to eighteen hours, and fifty percent had nineteen
hours or more.

Coinciding with this, Table 2 lists administrators' replies to the
question: "Check those points you took into consideration when you

hired your journalism teacher."
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Rather than relying solely lon college hours held by the prospective
journalism teacher, administrators in all-three groups ranked "background
training in English," and "interest voiced by the teacher," above "number
of college hours in journalism." However, those in Group B consider
college hours more important than do the administrators responding from
the other two categories.,

Besides being concerned about the credit hours held by journalism
teachers, this author investigated two other factors. Table 3 indicates that
fifty-six percent of the respondents have a major area of teaching other than
journalism. Of these seventy-one percent, (forty-nine out of sixty-nine),
listed their major teaching area as English. Other teaching responsibilities
not explained on the Table were speech, drama, industrial arts, government,

psychology, and Spanish, and one adviser explained that he was also a counselor.
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Financing the school publications, a major concern of journalism ad-
visers, is another responsibility coupled with teaching. As Table 4 shows,
while the majority of the respondents indicated that their revenue came from
advertising and sales, money-making was still listed as an essential element
by forty-two percent of the advisers. Projects such as a patron raffle ticket,
sales of candy, Christmas cards, donuts, baked goods, mums, class pictures
and magazines, sponsoring game concessions, dances and faculty-student
basketball games, accepting printing jobs, publicity brochures, requesting
boosters or patrons, relying on commissions from the sale of underclassman
pictures or encouraging contributions from parents are, it appears, essential
in maintaining the publications. Contrasted to this, only thirty-six percent
received financial backing from the school board.

Freedom in publishing is often coupled with financing because the latter
illustrates the independence or dependence of the production upon school
finances. |

In Table 5, forty-one percent of the 125 advisers listed that "complete
freedom of the press” was their situation. Still, twenty-three percent indicated
that their principals clear controversial items. Furthermore, totaling responses
regarding the areas of criticism of the administration, class or teacher and the
area of pointing out school problems, twenty-two or eighteen percent indicated

that items of this kind are not published in their school papers.
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The following comments were recorded on various questionnaires
from Group A, (enrollinent up to 800):

Personal criticism of any individual is not allowed.
Freedom is subject to the whim of the school board and the
administration. I have used my own judgment on most is-
sues; however, only one controversial issue has arisen and
that was decided against by the superintendent. I have had
an uphill battle to just produce a quality yearbook. The
students are interested in creating something funny rather
than a yearbook that will commemorate the year in the light
that it should.

The newspaper adviser from this same school said:
Only favorable events that pertain to the school. We cannot write
about God, government, teachers, administration, school lunch,
ete.

Other Group A comments included:

Controversial items cleared by the prinecipal or the teacher
affected.

Freedom, providing no libel is indulged in.
As adviser and former journalism professional, I am given
responsibility to use 'judgment' in 'censoring' articles.
(I never have, however.)
Schools in Group B, (enrollment 801-2,000):
Community pressure makes a difference.

Almost no freedom; very limited.

We have never had any censure at all, but students do not
criticize individuals, only actions.

Frecedom on anything that does not criticize a person.

We have complete freedom of the press--stories have to be
okayed by adviser and editor.
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" Freedom until poor judgment is used (in the principal's
opinion) .
Clear issues which might disturb the community.

Complete freedom, but economically we are answerable
to the Board.

Some limits on obscenity.

Interest in controversy depends much on staff outlook. I
have had both radical and conservative editors.

Schools in Group C, (enrollment 2,001 and above):
No personal attacks permitted on faculty or students.

We must, of course, exercise judgment and not make bad
errors--our administrators are sensitive.

Almost complete freedom--limited by standards of taste.
Freedom with pressure (by persuasion) to avoid 'hot' topics.
We have as much freedom as we can get away with.

Although forty-one percent of the 125 advisers' replies tallied in Table 5
indicate complete freedom of the press, out of the 115 who responded to the ques-
tion "Have any specific toﬁ)ics been avoided in your school paper?" (See Table 6),
forty-six percent stated they have withheld or avoided topics in the paper and
twenty percent indicated a "yes" response for avoiding topics in the yearbook.
Issues based on legalities such as libel, obscenity and copyright or those based
on taste and decency offer sound justification for being withheld.

However, while thirty-five percent of those responding do indicate
that administrative pressure and/or school board precautions have much to
do with their avoiding coverage of topics, forty percent claim "personal convic-

tions" as their reasons.
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Comments concerning those issues which were avoided include:
Schools in Group A (Enrollment to 800):
Banning of controversial books -- very touchy subject.

Criticism of janitors -- slippery steps criticized once --
resentment developed.

Sexual references, profanity.
Any references to liquor.

We are without an activities building and have refrained
from commenting recently for fear of 'rocking the boat'
at the main office.

Schools in Group B (Enrollment 801 - 2,000):

We reported the teachers' sirike but made no interpreta-
tion of it. On this kind of issue that is so controversial, I
don't think the students were in the position to have the
information to promote either side.

Drug arrests involved our students. I didn't think the
students were qualified to write a story on this matter.

Dress code--anti-administration; race problems--too con-
troversial; news censoring, school maintenance, criticiz-
ing administration, eriticizing PTA, criticizing teachers
or teaching methods, criticizing school board, ete. -- all
avoided because of administrative pressure.

Criticism of faculty members or specific programsi.e.,
open campus, etc., are avoided.

Often editorials criticizing Blacks or Black favoritism or
any Black problem are avoided as the administration feels
this is a touchy subject. No ban on writing such articles
but the pressures not to stir up any ill feelings are, never-
theless, communicated to all.

Death in the parking lot--paper did not come out until two
weeks later and the story was dropped so as not to bring
up bad news. Staff dceision.
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I fecl certain some pressures would be brought by members
of a very conscrvative school board if our students were to
attempt stories dcaling with personal articles -- the pill,
pre-marital sex, ete.

Drug use -- personal witness story. Principal would not
clear; use of contraceptives--adviser would not okay. I
felt this was information a doctor should give, not a student
newspaper.

Firing of teachers.
Stand on political issues and races —- board policy.

Tenure for teachers -- the principal was afraid it could be
used during a student riot and would hold up a peaceful con-
clusion because there are teachers who aren't good instructors.
This happened last year when I was new on the job, and now

I am considering this article again. My approach this year is
quite different. I am willing to lay my job on the line if the
article and freedom of the press are involved.

Teachers are not discussed in our paper. An unsigned editor-
ial appeared talking about the band. Everything was true--
problem--the band parents' club is too active and I caught it
from all sides. Band teacher resigned at the end of the year.
We achieved our goal, but I almost lost my job. (The editor-
ial was supposed to be signed by the drum major and also the
editorial editor, but the printer left off the names.)

We avoid any mention of sex.

Local political subjects are avoided to avoid political bias.
My decision.

Schools in Group C (Enrollment 2,001 and above):

Abortion. The subject is well carried by other publications.
We concentrate on school affairs.

We investigated the reason behind the cancellation of a film
analysis class. The administration called and said we could
not know the reason. We have a very strict editorial policy
handed down from Central Administration.
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We have a racially mixed school and the principal is afraid
that discussing these problems might provoke racial violence,
We have been asked to avoid mention of dress codes and
smoking, but do publish them anyway at times and get only
grumbles from our boss. The smoking rules are un-enfore-

able and the dress code rules too unpepular.

I have pulled articles which criticize individuals, but do
publish items which criticize policies.

Several cheerleaders were dismissed for drinking; the
Student Council president was relieved of his office for
improper conduct (he stole some lumber for a float);
several football players were ruled ineligible for the
year because of a party which occurred. In all these
cases, it [publishing the articles] is a matter of punish-
ing the students for things that they have been punished
for by either school or civie authorities, and we feel they
should not be made a matter of record in the school paper.
As illustrated by the replies, administrative pressures, school
board policies and personal taste of advisers were prime reasons
for withholding articles from publication. These, particularly the two
former areas of jurisdiction, prompted the replies to "fear of losing your
job" listed on Table 6. Of the sixty-five "yes" respondents, eighteen
percent checked this category.
Responses from advisers, (see Table 7) and from administrators,
(see Table 8) regarding censorship showed that pre-censorship of copy
by administrators was not prevalent. As Table 7 indicates, fifty-eight

percent of the advisers explained that the administrator "reads only copy

taken to him by the adviser" and seventy-four percent indicated that
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their administrator "openly consults with journalists and upholds journalism."
The schools which ranked lower in percentage in these two areas were
those with enrollment in Group C (2,001 and above). Responses in these
areas, as indicated in Table 7, were higher than Group B (801-2,000)
to the question "considers journalism a stepchild to English" and "is
skeptical of student writers." Replies from the small schools definitely

indicated that more administrators read copy prior to publication.
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Of the 140 administrators responding to the question about reading
newspaper copy prior to publication, ninety-five percent stated they do
not read all copy; of the 126 replying about yearbook matcrial read prior
to publication, ninety-eight percent said they do not read all copy. (See
Table 8.)

If a "no" response was indicated, the administrators were asked to
explain which, if any, copy they did read. In both categories, yearbook and
newspaper, the greatest response (fifty-five percent in yearbook and sixty-two
percent in newspaper) fell to the statement of reading "only copy which the
adviser asks you to read." The second highest response checked (twenty-five
percent in yearbook and fifteen percent in newspaper) was that of reading
"no copy before publication reserving the right to comment later." Totally,
only nine percent indicated that they requested to read "all controversial

items" prior to publication.
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Providing a sample situation in which the administrator reads controver-
sial material was an adviser from Hickory, North Carolina:

A black student wrote a letter to the editor strongly
castigating the white students of the school for
their bigotry, racism and domination of the school.
(The blacks make up about 20 percent of the student
body.) He also accused them of distorting election
results. At the end of the letter, he invited an
answer. The next issue of the paper carried a let-
ter written in reply by a white student who is a
known racist in the school. In the last paragraph,
he made some very strong anti-black statements.
The day the paper came out, we had an assembly
—--unfortunately. The two factions confronted each
other and a battle ensued which involved between
250 and 300 students. NoO one was seriously hurt,
but we had an extremely tense situation for a few
days before things quieted down.

I would like to add that at no time did the principal blame

the newspaper or the adviser. I think we all felt the

paper was an excuse for the trouble that was already
brewing. However, it was at this time that we decided

[we was not explained] to have the principal read controver-
sial material so that he would know what was going on.

I probably should qualify controversial--this applies

only to letters to the editor that we think might have a
strongly adverse effect on the student body.

Beyond the actual censoring of articles, filtering of news is of concern
on the high school level. Comparing adviser responses on this topic to those
responses from student editors, it is found that only thirteen percent of the
advisers denoted that their administrators filtered news or withheld students
from obtaining information or from meetings concerning school issues. (See
Table 7). Still, on the student tallies as indicated on Table 9, thirty-six

percent considered that the newspaper information was filtered, while

twenty-four percent felt the yearbook information was filtered. It should be
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noted, however, that newspaper and yearbook editor responses were to the
following question: "Do you think that news about decisions on school policies,
teachers, resignations, ete., is (check one) ___ filtered news ___ a full-truth-
ful account." The filtering perceived by student editors does not necessarily
come from administrators; students may be referring to adviser-filtering,

faculty-filtering, etc.
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In the advisers' questionnaire, the questioning of their practices of
withholding a student's article from publication brought more positive

than negative responses, but reasons varied.
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Responses concerning types of articles withheld included:
Schools in Group A (Enrollment to 800):
General topics--same old complaints, no solution.
Opinionated feature story.
Gossip Column.
Criticism of administration policies.
Editorial advocating hand-holding in school.
Editorial on coaches and athletic policies.
Ridicule of the creed -- staff agreed to withdraw it.
Obscene picture, also one of streakers.
Criticism of PTA withheld because of administrative pres-
sures and various criticism of administration withheld for
the same reason...In the case of faculty, administrative or
school board opposition, we have printed retractions and
refrained from printing future articles with the same subject,
We have been thoroughly censored ever since a principal was
fired four years ago. We believe this was partially because
of newspaper-exerted pressure.
Schools in Group B (801-2,000):
Articles were sometimes delayed because printing at the parti-
cular time they were turned in would have endangered our
freedom. They were eventually published.
Trite, poorly written and critical without good reason--This
student was a 'radical'; like the hippies on campus, he tried

to make himself as strange as possible.

An article for legalization of pot. We ran it in the paper but
moedified it to take a necutral position.

Some profanity which I judged to exist for itself only; one
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article condemning a teacher which I judged was based on
false information and exaggeration.

An editorial cartoon depicted the principal and two vice princi-
pals listening in on various classes via the PA system. Since
it was a direct accusation without proof, the cartoon was with-
held.

Schools in Group C (2,001 and Above):

A bulletin saying that 'according to reliable sources,' the
baseball coach was being fired. The 'reliable source' was
another coach with an enormous grudge against the princi-
pal. The situation itself was being negotiated through the
City Education Association on a grievance. (We are strongly
organized). And the coach was not relieved of his coaching
duties. To have run a story on it would have interfered
with the grievance procedure and jeopardized the coach's
coaching position. In addition, the 'reliable source' was
not willing to be quoted by name.

The topic was 'what to do if you are busted'--the principal
censored it.

A former editor ' (1966-67) tells me I withheld an editorial
column of his accusing the school district of 'gerrymandering’
on boundaries of a new high school. (Incidentally, the 100%
minority make-up of this high school was one of the factors
which brought on the lawsuit.) I think that my reason for
refusing to let him run the article was that he (and I) had
very nearly got us both fired when he wrote one highly
critical editorial column of our school's speech and music
department faculty for not producing Broadway musicals like
another local high school. Under the present administration
(and with the added experience I have now) I'd handle both
differently. I'd have him make sure of his facts and handle
both subjects in an uninsulting manner. I'd consult with the
school administration--and I believe we could run them now.

Sometimes because principal refused it--more often because
writing or photo quality was below standard.

One adviser, perhaps speaking for many others, simply stated: "Hell,

when they edme up with scatological stuff, I make 'em review libel and obscenity
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laws."

Althoﬁgh Boards of Publication, which might be expected to establish
policies and/or deal with policy question to open viewpoints, could relieve
the adviser or administrator from being the sole decision maker, data from
advisers indicate that few such boards exist. Only seven (six percent)

"listed a board of publications as existing in their schools and 114 (ninety-
four percent) said they had no such board. Four did not reply.

One means of expediting and promoting understanding of student
publications.is through the editorial policies established in some schools.
Generally published in an early issue of the newspaper each school year,
these policies determine the basis on which the newspaper will be run.
Examples of policies to which various schools adhere are included in
Appendix O.

However, responses indicated that some schools operate with no
written policies. Various editors and advisers wrote out a brief summary
of the policies they try to uphold in their publications, others simply
explained, "We have no ec:_litorial policies."

Informal policies included:

Group A (Enrollment up to 300):

To commend worthwhile, noteworthy happenings and to
tactfully point out areas of needed change.

We really have not put them down or even officially
formed them -- we try to be fair and cover school, be
interesting, avoid emphasis on few students.
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Teachers, faculty and students are invited to write their
opinions as long as they are willing to have their names
printed bclow the article.

We encourage all letters to the editor provided they
do not criticize any individual, teacher or student.

Group B (Enrollment from 801 to 2,000):

No set policies. We try to use good judgment and not
hurt people's feelings. We accentuate the positive.

Our editorials are written by the individuals on the
staff or other student contributors. They represent
only the opinions of the writers and not those of the
staff, faculty or administration.

Our editorial page deals with national affairs. We do
not deal with issues that would cause controversy be-
tween faculty, students or administration.

A name can be withheld from a letter, but it is our policy
that the name of the writer is available in the newsroom
for anyone who wants to see it.

Briefly stated, our editorial policy (mine really) is that
editorials may attack anything as long as the writer of-
fers a better/alternate plan. Better plans are often hard

to develop, but alternate plans often pass as improvements.,
This policy enables many touchy subjects to be available
for the student journalist with some skill. However, it
eliminates editorials by those with an axe to grind or those
who lack reasoning skills. :

Speak out on any issue deemed of social importance. No
political stand for candidates. Editor and staff (two-thirds
majority) decide subject and thrust of editorials. Guest
editorials accepted and so labeled.

Any material is acceptable that is not obscene, libelous

or in poor taste. The latter is determined by the editorial
board (top editors and assistants--six members) which con-
siders the general standards of our student body.
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No letters of criticism of anything are published.

The purpose of the newspaper is to inform, educate and
entertain the reader. We may not take an editorial stand
on political issues or candidates unless a pro and con are
given. We may not use four-letter words (whatever that
means), but ‘hell’ and 'damn’ are not rejected.

We may not run advertisements from tobacco or liquor stores;
same is true of contraceptives. I, as adviser, will not allow
articles (reviews) of X-rated films. We are free to criticize
poliey, curriculum, behavior, but we do not criticize the
person, only his policy.

Editorials should be written purposely to enlist positive change
in some area of Harmon student life. Should be no longer than
500 words. (We have no definite editorial policy.)

Group C (Enrollment from 2,001 and Above):

Anything that is relevantly and possibly interesting

to many students -- Letters may be turned down because
of libelous material -- subject matter should be 'respect-
able' as should word choice.

Letters must conform to Canons of Journalism i.e. be fair
comment, non-libelous, not obscene, etc.

We take the responsibility for editorials and cartoons
and require all letters to the editor to be signed. We
take no responsibility for opinions in columns.

We try to promote the welfare of the school (students,
faculty -- all people involved) and community. We do
point out problems where they exist, and we try to sug-
gest constructive solutions or invite them. We try to

give credit and praise where deserved, and also criti-
cism when we think it is deserved. We are neither flaming
radicals nor head-in-the-sand conservatives on school and
public issues.

Letters must be written somewhat coherently and no obscene
letters are accepted; also no 'shoot the principal’ types.
Use facts--all sides of the question--good taste.
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Our policies, as thcy have been formulated this year by
myself and the adviser are, bricfly, to exercise responsi-
bility in reporting and to publish the most professional and
highest quality newspaper possible. We, at this time, are
not open to [just] any subject or any opinion, and avoid
controversy and scandal for its own sake. (I've worked on
student newspapers for six years. You find out that trying to
stir up some action is usually not worth it in the long run.)

We have no set policy--we pretty much 'play it by ear' so to
speak.

My newspaper has no set editorial policy. The day after the

paper is distributed, our editorial board holds a meeting to

discuss possible editorial ideas for the next issue. The Board

is made up of the editor, managing editor, editorial editor,

business manager and news editor. Administrators and

Student Council officers are invited to attend the meeting and

voice their opinions, but they have nothing to do with the final

decision. We try to cover topics which directly affect the

students and/or community.

Determining the editorial policies may be the responsibility of only
advisers, advisers and administrators, administrators and school
board only, or it may involve student journalists. Of the 148 editors respond-
ing to the question, "How is the editorial policy of your publication determin-
ed?", the majority (fifty-seven percent) said that students and adviser
established the policy. The second largest percentage fell with student
journalists only, at sixteen percent. Only four percent said that the administra-
tor alone determined the policy, while eight percent listed the adviser as sole
policy maker. Of those who replied, ten percent listed that advisers, administrator

and/or students determined the policy, while the remaining five percent said

their policy was city-wide, handed down by the administration.
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A few responses indicated that the ycarbook simply followed the news-
paper policies. One editor stated, "We don't run editorials in the yearbook,
so we need no policies," and twenty-one others also indicated that a year-
book does not need cditorial policies.

Perhaps the tally in Table 11 explains why this feeling predominates.
Of the respondents concerned with yearbook, fifty-nine percent indicated that
they publish "predominantly the good but mention the adverse," and another
fourteen per_cent explained they publish "only those incidents that helped the
school." Only twenty-seven percent published "all incidents good and bad."

The information in Table 11 coincides with the student replies (See
Table 12) in that only thirteen out of fifty respondents felt that a yearbook had
caused controversy in the past year. This twenty-six percent contrasts with
the sixty-one percent who responded that newspaper items had caused contro-

Versy.
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From the student replies tallied on Table 12, there is a strong indication that
the yearbook does not cause as much stir and conscquently as much concern as
does the newspaper. However, one yearbook editor from Texas wrote:

Our principal was unhappy with the faculty section of

the '73 book. This was understandable as the faculty
editor had neglected to label pictures of the principal,
assistant principal, vice principal and activities diree-
tor. (The pictures were obviously not large enough

to suit his fancy either.) We held a press conference

with the principal after distribution of the book, and he
proceeded to deride several items in the book (i.e. certain
graphic techniques, etc.) for no apparent reason.

From an editor in Indiana came this comment:

A picture of booze bottles on a car in the parking lot
[caused controversy]. Community didn't think the
picture should be shown because it publicized the
drinking.

And an Oklahoma yearbook editor said:

The former adviser supervised everything that went
into the book and was very careful about anything
she felt would cause the least little stir. This year,
with a new adviser, we've turned in some things
that may be considered controversial when the book
comes out in May. A questionnaire (sent to faculty
members) caused a small rift. Twenty members of the
faculty resigned last year, so we felt the question of
"Why did you stay in spite of the bad reputation of the
school’ was worthwhile. However, staff members said
they 'resented’ the questionnaire, and the administra-
tion ordered us to 'get it up now.'

Table 13 presents the breakdown of the sources of controversy as seen
by advisers. According to the respondents, the highest percentage of resent-

ment, fifty-six percent, comes from the faculty, while only fifteen percent
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comes from the community, the arca which is gencrally of greatest concern to |
administrators. The indignation which publications aroused among the student
body and among administrators ranked equally at forty-two percent. The
majority of resentment resulted because of newspaper, not yearbook, coverage.
Although advisers were not asked to categorize topics causing the great-
est opposition, a review of the controversial articles they sent showed that
the three areas which most frequently caused resentment were (1) sports
stories criticizing any action or reaction of the players; (2) school policy
articles which gave a negative view of any club, class, department or adminis-
trative action; and (3) items about drugs and sex, especially those indicating
that drugs were available in the school or that students needed to know the

dangers of sexual relationships.
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Having received many more examples of newspaper controversy than
yearbook, the author selected the following examples furnished by cditors
and advisers:

(1) An item headlined "Bathroom Stories" in the November 21 issue of
Some Times, Golden High School, Golden, Colorado, drew resentment from a
- minister in the community. This satire, carried in full in Appendix P, referred
to the student destruction in the school restrooms.

The minister complained to the administrator who
said he would refer the complaint. He told me about
it, but he said he didn't see anything wrong with

the article. I tried calling the minister several times,
but couldn't cateh him at home, (Jill Christensen,
Golden High School)

(2) From Las Vegas High School, Las Vegas, Nevada, an item con-
cerning the necessity of school queens created a stir among the student
body.

There was no action other than the fact that one

of our editorials was answered by a rather well-

written letter to the editor. (Steu Betterton,

Vegas High)
A copy of the article "Queens, Who Needs Them?" and the letter in reply are
included in Appendix Q.

(3) An article "Music Dept. Not in Tune" in the December 1973 issue of the
Wilsonian created a stir among the faculty. The theme of the article was that the
Music Department concentrated on "religion" and "heavy stuff" and the "audience

is bored." It was a first-person article, by-lined and illustrating definite

opinion.



85.

The opposition was merely verbal. The English
teachers felt the article was going to inflict pain

on the music teachers. They felt the newspaper should
not be distributed before the Christmas concert so

it would not deter people from attending. We distributed
the paper anyway the day before the concert. Three
teachers snubbed me, but my English Department head
scolded them and relations resumed. The newspaper
staff and 1 feel we will still print what we feel is right
despite faculty frictions.

The article is included in Appendix R.
(4) Involved in questioning both "good and bad reaction” from
school students, teachers and administrators, Lawrence R. Watson, editor
at Bishop Borgess High, Detroit, Michigan, related concerns about his editorial
on drugs:
The writer (myself) underwent stern questioning
from many people--students, teachers and mostly
from the principal and his assistant. They asked
for names of users and dealers and who my sources
were, There were other stories that created havoc,
but none so much as this one article.
The article carried complaints about the pushers in the "johns" and in
the hallways.
There seemed to be no solution to the problem,
but awareness was spread--it was a touchy
subject that was previously unspoken about.
A copy of the editorial is in Appendix S.
(5) Carol Zuber, editor of the Purple and Gold, Hickman High,
Columbia, Missouri, explained her staffs' experience with a proposed article

on drugs. Self-censorship became involved to avoid controversy.

We wanted to broadcast a radio show and print
an interview with drug users, But after consulting an



(6) Dave Mistreta, sports editor of The A-Blust, Annandale High School,
Annandale, Virginia. was chastized after running a prediction column in the

September 14, 1973, issue. A full copy of the article is carried in Appendix T.
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attorney, Mr. Dale Spencer, who is an expert in
law of the press, we realized that we could be called

before a grand jury to reveal our sources. The student re-

porters said they would not reveal their sources if
asked to testify, so we decided we couldn't run it.

According to adviser Dorothy Olin:

(M

adviser Mrs. Genie Certain, St. Pius X. High School, Atlanta, Georgia.

A poem, "O Superjock! My Superjock” was carried on November 2,
1973, issue of Golden Lines. Although the poem drew only one written response,
Mrs. Certain explained that it caused "a lot more verbal comments. [ would

still run this if I had it to do over, but I never thought it would create an

uproar."

The sports editor predicted a re-building for

the football team which was state champion last

year and picked another school as probable
champions, The day after publication, some 20-30
students egged his house (20 dozen eggs--$750
damage) . They were identified, consulted with parents
etc., paid the damages. The incident received metro
newspaper and TV news coverage. The school news-
paper affirmed the right of the columnist to print

his views. The team ended the season with a good
record, but not champions. After the egging incident
the principal did restrict editors from printing a
special mimeo newsletter, but did not restrict any
stories or letters to the editor in the next regular
edition.

Another incident involving sports criticism was related by

The article and letter to the cditor are carried in Appendix U.
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(8) Sports comments also created a disturbance at Salina South High
School, Salina, Kansas, when an editorial "The Problem With Our Sports" was
published in the April 19, 1973, Tripodium.

Lamenting the fact that the football team was "short of winning the
C.K.L.," and the basketball team was ripped "apart with the force of a
thbusand tornadoes," the editorial writer explained that the blame must lie not
with the coaches but with "Crown Distributors: those evil men who work north
of the tracks. The ones that make and sell BEER."

The article in its entirety is carried in Appendix V.

(9) A direct reprimand aéainst the coaches at Jefferson High School,
Edgewater, Colorado, "caused many football players some angry moments.
Letters were written to the editor and published, but there was no resolution
made," explained editor Tina Shearer.

Here at Jefferson, the coaches have one thing on
their minds. Winning! one boy's personal ambitions
apparently deserve no attention when it comes to the
final score.

The article is included in Appendix W.

(10) From Grosse Point, Michigan, Robert Button, adviser of
The Tower, sent an editorial published in the October 27, 1870, issue.

It was not so much the article which instigated concern as the editorial cartoon

carried with the editorial. See Appendix X for a copy of the editorial, the

cartoon, and the article on censorship which followed.
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The original editorial referring to the vote to amend the state
constitution to prohibit state aid to non-public schools stated, "It is important
that this amendment be approved because the state has no business support-
ing private or parochial schools."

The accompanying cartoon illustrated a man in clerical robes labeled

"State" handing out hosts in the form of money to a man on his knees. The
community and school board were up in arms.

The adviser commented, "The three members of the board backed down
under heavy pressure and freedom with responsibility was reinforced."

(11) An adviser from Arizona who prefers to remain anonymous
supplied two items, which, he states:

Elicited angry responses from teachers, administration
and (according to the principal) parents. The principal
made a public apology for the article over the school
intercom system, interrupting classes to do so. After
this, I used the newspaper's editorial page directly for
the first and only time as adviser to print the 'Letter
to the Students, Staff and Parents.' Since then, there
has been no further incident. The principal promises
complete freedom, but urges and pleads that I use
'discretion.’ I have promised to try but have served
notice that our philosophies differ.
Since the adviser prefers to remain anonymous, a summary of the articles
is presented here rather than in an Appendix so the name of the paper and
school will not be identified.

In the original article, a brief profile of two members of the basketball

team, the following comments were included: (Blanks are substituted for
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the name of the school or paper so ne implication is given as to the adviser

or school involved.)

Jay feels that the teachers are what's wrong with
. They are 'wierd,' as he puts it.

James feels that the main problem at
is there are too many 'whities.'

~ The adviser's letter ran as follows: (Blanks indicate name of school or

paper.)

At this writing the has received a
public scolding for permitting two

students to express negative opinions about
groups of people within the general school
population.

As adviser to the newspaper, I take complete

" responsibility for letting these statements appear

in print. in printing these opinions,
did not endorse them, nor do I as adviser. In fact
my personal feeling is that both were broad,
sweeping generalizations.

But that is not the point. The issue is whether or
not the should permit individuals to
make foolish, or even hurtful, statements in print.

There is a delicate question here concerning freedom
of expression and the use of good judgment. The usual
journalistic taboos are against obscenity and libel;

for a school newspaper we might add a third--incite-
ment to violence.

If none of these are present--and they were not--

and if speakers or writers are willing to be quoted
and take personal responsibility for their remarks,
then, I believe, they should be allowed to speak
their minds. Those who are offended by such remarks
should answer them, and are invited to do so by means
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honest debate and exchange of ideas on issues that matter
to us.

We have choices. The can be cither a bland
innocuous publication which causes no stir because

it says nothing, or it can be truly a
paper which reflects the attitudes that really exist.

We can either stifle unpleasant attitudes, sweep them
under the rug and pretend they aren't there, or we
can open them up, discuss them, and possibly learn
something. The latter choices are mine, and I hope
yours, too.

Beyond these specific examples cited, other students and advisers
sent illustrations but no detailed explanation was included. However,
articles and two cartoons were selected by the author as representative of
published items which were labeled as controversial, and these items are
included in Appendix Y to offer additional insight of topics causing resent-
ment.

As illustrated in the previous examples, faculty discontent often resulted
from a published item. Questions were also included in both the editors' and
advisers' questionnaires about faculty attitude toward publications in various
schools. As shown in Table -14, faculty cooperaﬁon, rarely listed as "excellent,"
(twenty-one percent) may account for the strength of controversies in publi-
cations. Those respondents who listed faculty cooperation as "fair" or "poor"
totaled twenty-two percent, and the majority fell in the category of "good"
with fifty-two percent.

Among student editors, as illustrated on Table 15, thirty-four respondents

out of ninety-five who were dissatisfied with their publications listed "lack

of support from faculty" as one of their reasons for dissatisfaction.
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The final item on Table 15 indicated lack of studcnt interest as the
biggest problem among those facing the high school ncwspaper. Yet,
why is there a lack of student interest? Is it because too many schools
are publishing bland productions for an aware student body? And if that
is the case, why are the publications so bland? If censorship and filtering
| of news are the cause from where is the censorship and/or filtering coming?

In recent years when concerns have been wiced about administrative
attitude toward the school paper, one concept has been that most principals
consider the school publication to be a public relations medium and, thus,
~are fearful of its effect on the school image.

However, data from administrators shown in Table 16 would indicate
that the concept is a myth. Only twenty-nine percent of the administrators
responded that they considered the school paper "an information medium for
parents." In contrast, forty-one percent classified their paper as "a medium
to give the readers an 'inside; look at school occurrences,” and seventy-nine
percent said the papers' most important function was as a "medium to let the

student body know what is happening."
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One way to promotc freedom of the press on the high school level and to
build understanding of good journalism is for editors and advisers to know the
laws as they concern the press. However, Table 17 illustrates that twenty-three
percent, (twenty-ninc respondcnts), of the advisers devoted no time at all to
teaching press law. Of those who teach law material, forty-nine out of 124 or
. forty percent devote three h()'urs or less to the topiec. Totally, seventy-eight

advisers spend little or no time teaching press law.
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Regarding methods used by those teachers who do give instruction
in press law (ninety-five of the 124 respondents), Table 18 indicates the
greatest percentage of teachers use lectures (sixty-five percent) and/or
textbook (forty-six percent), wpile lesser percentages utilize "different"

methods such as films or guest speakers.
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The twenty-two respondcents who listed the "other" category of teaching
methods, gave the following examples:
I give examples of law cases and then students are
presented cases and they must decide if they are to
be printed or not. They also give defenses.
Cases, usually colorful, are re-enacted.
Discuss law periodically as part of other topics.
I check legal press material with Dale Spencer,
School of Journalism, University of Missouri,

Columbia (Missouri).

We do actual exercises in libel--on paper and
through discussion.

Group answers to law problems by role playing.
Much time is spent individually with students.

We utilize field trips to listen to speakers, etc.
Discuss Federal and Iowa law on libel.

Newspaper articles about 'new' media controversies.

Discussion as issues arise and discussion during
specific days of teaching.

Others checking the "other™" category, simply listed "discussion."

Again, the author points out that in this table it is Group B which teaches
the most law and uses the most innovative methods, and it was this group which
indicated the greatest number of college hours in journalism.

Students responding to the question "Do you understand the laws as
they involve the high school press?" also ranked higher in the negative than

the positive, coinciding with the adviser responses regarding the tcaching
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of law. (See Table 19). Of the total number of responses--156 from
both newspaper and yearbook--four did not respond--fifty-six percent said
they did not understand the laws of the press, while forty-four percent indi-

cated that they understood the press legalities.
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It must be noted that although the advisers in Group B (Table 17) ranked
higher in percentage of teaching press law, the students in this same group
ranked themselves much lower in their understanding of the laws. The author
also points out the conflict in tabulations between those advisers who teach no
press law, (twenty-three percent), and those who teach one to three hours
" (forty percent) to the number of student editors, (Table 19) who said they under-
stand the laws of the press.

Regardiess of whether law is taught, most admistrators feel the final
responsibility for publication content lies with the adviser. Concerning the
newspaper, fifty-nine percent of the administrators (eighty-three out of
140) held the adviser responsibile; only eleven percent (fifteen out of 140)
believed that the student editor was responsible, and this same percentage
(eleven) contended ths;t final responsibility lay with the principal.

Regarding the yearbook responsibility, 137 administrators responded
and of this number fifty-five percent (seventy-six out of 137) felt the adviser
was responsible for picture and content selection for the yearbook, eleven
percent (fifteen out of 137) left the responsibility with the administrator,
and only eight percent (eleven out of 137) felt the student editor should carry
the responsibility.

These results contrast with those from the student editors. Out of the
101 newspaper editors responding, sixty-cight percent (sixty-nine editors)

felt that they "determine what will be printed." Similarly, ycarbook editors
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explained that they held major responsibilities. Of the fifty-nine respondents,
seventy-six percent (forty-six editors) felt they had final determination in

the theme, eighty-one percent (forty-eight out of fifty-nine) contended that
they determined the style for the book, and sixty-eight percent (forty out of
fifty-nine) listed that they held the final responsibility for the copy.

Perhaps it is because of these conflicts in opinion--the person in whom
the administrator places the final responsibility and what the editor sees as
his responsibility--that problems result.

In regard to newspaper and yearbook, administrators appeared to be
more concerned in general, about newspaper content. This concern was re-
flected in their response to "After you receive the published paper, which
section do you read first?" Of the 137 respondents fifty-five percent (See
Table 20) listed that they turn first to the editorials. Only fifteen percent
said they simply read from front to back.

In contrast, (See Table 21) of the 127 administrators responding about
yearbooks, thirty-nine percént said they looked at the introductory pages first
and twenty-three percent simply read from front to back. Only twelve percent in-

dicated that the administration and faculty sections were their greatest concerns.
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Analysis Of Three-Party Questionnaires
From Thirty-Nine Schools

In comparing and contrasting the questionnaires from the thirty-nine
schools from which administrator, adviser and editor (s) replied, the author
_ noticed instances where a communication breakdown appeared to initiate press
problems or misunderstandings. Also, in various schools, adviser and adminis-
trator indicated an understanding of the role of the press, but the student editor
did not share this understanding. |

Immediately prior to this analysis, it was noted that administrative
sense of responsibility and editor concept of responsibility often did not
coincide. This same aspect was again evident in grouping replies from
various schools.

Concerning the final responsibility checked by the administrator and
the role of the editor checked by the editors, differences resulted in seven of
the eight schools replying in Group A. While seven editors considered that
they made the final decisions on copy, theme and style, the administrators
contended that the adviser, not the editor, was responsible. Only one editor
agreed with the principal's decision and recognized that the final responsi-
bility lay with the adviser. In Group B, out of the twenty-three schools
replying, fifteen editors contended they made the final decisions, while
three agreed that the administrator or adviser and editor decided finally.

Principal and editor were in agreement in four listings where both checked that
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the editor must accept final responsibility for the decisions. Group C, with
nine schools responding, listed three qgrecmclnts betwecn editor and adminis-
trator; two principals did check that the editor was the responsible party and
one agreed with an editor who said both she and her adviser were responsible.
Six editors who looked upon themselves as solely responsible for decision
“making were not in agreement with their administrators who checked "adviser,"
"principal and adviser," and "faculty committee."

Extremely evident disagreements resulted in the number of college
hours actually held by the journalism teachers and the number of hours the
administrators thought they held. If a principal actually thinks the adviser
has more training than the adviser in truth has, the principal apparently
expects the teacher fco be more knowledgeable in journalism than the ad-
viser's publications may indicate. Also, if an adviser holds more hours than
the administrator credits to him, it appears that there is a lack of respect
from the administfator for the teacher's knowledge and ability. This could
well establish disagreements.

The following differences were noted:

Advisers' Replies Administrators' Replies
On College Hours On Adviser Hours
0 6
26 9
0 12
0 12

12 Bachelors Degree

9 12

0 9
Masters 2

12 0

18 26

0 Masters
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Another cvident deviation results in the number of hours of law and the
press taught compared to the students \_evho indicated understanding the laws. In
Group A all advisers except one listed that they taught three hours or fewer
of press law. One adviser listed four-five hours and his editor indicated he
understood law and the press. However, of the others, five of the eight
indicated they fully understood the laws even with the small training listed.

In Group B, four advisers checked that they taught four-five hours of
law and three of their editors said they did not understand the laws of the
press. Still, of those schools where the advisers taught three hours or
fewer of press law, fifteen editors indicated that they understood the laws.
Only four whose advisers taught little law stated they did not understand.

Of those advis_ers in Group C who checked three hours or fewer for
the teaching of press law, three had editors who said they understood the
laws, four did not. Providing the greatest conflict, however, were the two
schools where the advisers taught six hours or more of law and both editors
stated they did not understand the laws of the press.

As one editor stated, "Does anyone really understand? I'd like
to say I do, but press laws are so complicated that I do not really understand
them."

Another area indicating misunderstanding is that of press freedom.

Of the thirty-nine matched responses, eleven of the administrators who

checked that the newspaper should "let the student body know what is
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happening" and five who checked that the paper should give the students
an "inside look at school events" had student cditors who felt restricted in
publication. Also, although most adviser responses corresponded with
administrators, variance existed in three.

One adviser stated, "He [administrator] favors complete freedom in
theory, but he is unable to live up to these convictions." Another adviser
whose administrator checked that the newspaper should cover "events be-
yond the realm of the school" and should "give an inside look" simply described
the administrator as "fearful." In the third situation in which the administrator
indicated freedom, the adviser listed various articles which could not be
covered because the administration told the staff they "could not know the reason."

Although these variations are evident and may well explain the difficulties
that exist in some schools, agreement of editor, adviser and administrator did result
in more than fifty percent of all instances.

Probably the greatest hindrance to press freedom resulted when the adviser
in twelve instances was looked upon by the editor as one who restricted the print-
ing of material, and nothing in the advisers' responses indicated that they felt
they were restricting the students. In one case from California, reading between
the lines, so to speak, the author gleaned insight to the cooperation between adminis-
trator and adviser. However, the student editor's reply indicated that the students

believe they had freedom to make their own publishing decisions. In the
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majority of the cases, the advisers implied they were going to protect themselves
and only two flatly stated they would be willing to "lay their job on the line" if
it meant fighting for freedom of the press,

Analysis Of Responses From
Community Members And Attorneys

Of the 125 advisers returning questionnaires, forty-three sent names
of community members and twenty-seven provided names and addresses of
attorneys. Although all were contacted, only twenty-four community members
and thirteen attorneys replied. Their responses are used here to add greater
insight to school situations.

Of the legal advisers responding, none had defended a high school
case or even had to consult with an instructor and/or administrator concern-
ing press freedom. The only apparent support for this thesis was from three
attorneys who furnished their guidelines and two who sent school policies
or directives.

John A . Wilson, Osawatomie, Kansas, listed what he considers to be

"an ideal list of guidelines for journalists to follow."

1) Accuracy in reporting
2) Objectivity in writing
3 Presentation of both sides, equally,

in a controversial issue.
From Quentin F. Harden, attorney at law, Bonners Ferry, Idaho,

came this advice:

Work with the adviser to produce a work of literary
merit. Review problems on a case by case basis.
Editorial Board of students should handle all ques-
tions of propriety.
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Tanner T. Hunt, legal adviser for Forest Park High School, Beaumont,

Texas, stated:

1 Seriousness of purpose (avoid 'cuteness')

2) Professional content (cover issues of im-
portance; don't just print intramural scores.)

3) Responsible criticism (report school district

affairs with candor, editorial comment).

Sending administrative directives and policies for their districts were
J. W. Gary, representing Carroll High School, Corpus Christi, Texas, and
James D. Griffin, adviser for Milford High School, Georgetown, Delaware.

See Appendix Z for a copy of these directives.

Community members who responded offered much help and background
for the thesis. The questionnaire opened with "After reading the newspaper from
this school, I feel that (please check those which apply)" and five choices
were given.

The breakdown for checking the various statements fell in this way:

Respondents Selections
12 _ "The student writers have freedom as long

as they do not directly criticize the admin-
istration or school board."

12 "Most controversial issues are probably
cleared by the principal prior to publica-
tion."

10 "Freedom is definitely given to the student

writers since various controversial issues
are reported in the paper.”

1 "More freedom would be taken by the writers,
but community standards make them hesitant
to take freedom.”
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1 "The student writers are given too many
liberties in publishing and are reporting
on items which should not be covered in
a school paper.”

In regard to the final statement, the community member stated:

Personal criticism and derogatory statements about
personalities and policies that students knew nothing
about but were allowed to be printed by school admin-
istrators.

I do not believe in the board suppressing the school
papers--I do believe the people in the school system
should insist that articles should be in good taste,
factual and well written.

Those who commented on community standards as they affect the high
school publication stated:

Story explaining charges of vandalism against high
school youth by city police; editorials concerning
unwed mothers policy; story concerning freedom of
the high school press. All are cleared by the princi-
pal because we have a very conservative community
and very apathetic student body.

Most issues which are reported aren't controversial

at all, and the reason for this is that all articles must

be cleared by the advisors. There is such a great
amount of repression that all major editors except one
and most of the staff quit and formed another paper which
exists along with the official one.

Also highly criticizing the school-adviser censorship, was a respon-
dent who crossed cut all categories to be checked and explained:

All subjects are discussed with the instructor in
charge before articles are inserted. There is no
freedom of expression--only the vicws of the in-
structor. Preparation of the ycarbook is done pre-
cisely the same as the newspaper--by the same
instructor.
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One community member who apparently upholds faculty restrictions

stated, "With articles carefully screencd by a responsible sponsor and

administrator, controversial material is largely eliminated."

Four respondents did indicate that topics were published which caused

differences,

A weekly occurrance [sic] in this newspaper is
students usually criticizing administration or
individual teachers and school poliey.

In the newspaper, one article concerning the
deplorable condition of a shop (due to a mental-

ly i1l teacher and bad administration interference)
-~ the editor was asked to "tone down the criticism.'

Story on drinking--students pictured with beer
bottles in their hands; article on religion--all about
small group religion only. Some thought this to be
very one sided.

Drug problem in the parking lot and conflict between
some of the student body and the administration. The
newspaper sensationalized the position of a few students
and was not representative.

Concerning the yearbook, community members checked the following

points:

Respondents Selections

13 "The yearbook is mainly a history and record

book for in-school activities with little being
mentioned about state or national events."

10 "The yearbook is quite traditional with little
evident change from one year to the next."

T "The student journalists tend to publish pri-
marily the good of the school year with little
reference to 'bad' events."
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5 . "The student journalists publish both the good
and the bad incidents which occurred during
the school year."

The choices reveal why few administrators and community members
are concerned about the yearbook. Although questionnaire results and studies
indicate that some yearbooks are establishing a modern, all-inclusive style, the
fact that few really publish good and bad incidents makes this publication less of
a threat than the newspaper.

More than eighty-five percent of the community respondents labeled the
yearbook as a "history of the school year" and a "book of record for future re-
ference; " however, one respondent, labeling the yearbook as a "diary of year's
events" stated "The newspaper is used more as a bitchin' forum about school
life in general.”

Considering the yearbook to be a well-planned product, a respondent from
Tuscon, Arizona, said, "The yearbook features all ethnic groups--

Black, Mexican-American, Oriental, Indian and Anglo. Here is a quote

from the 1973 Tucsonian: 'l see white faces, brown faces, yellow and

black faces. I have the friendship of many cultures and histories, many ideas,
many situations. Tucson High is united in one effort; to come together as

one despite the differences of beliefs and actions. No other school can say
that.” (A Student).

Speaking as an experienced one-time staff member, June Benefield
from Houston, Texas, sums up all aspects of journalism on the high school

level, whether the subject be looked upon through the eyes of administrator,

adviser, editor, attorney or community member:
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I am a newspaper columnist as well as the mother of
thrce children who have participated on the staff of

the high school newspaper....I know little or nothing
about the yearbooks except to say that the ones my kinds
brought home were creative and rather unique. As for
the newspaper, I find to my chagrin that I cannot recall
gpecific incidents where they ran into the administration
...I know that there were times. My biggest complaint
was that the papers were put out to satisfy the Texas
Interscholastic League rather than to publish what might
be interesting to the student body. Every time the edi-
tors would try to produce this kind of newspaper, they
were shot down because the 'league’ graded off for that
kind of school newspaper....My kids and I got pretty
uptight about this since it seemed that much of what might
have made the paper something that the student body
awaited eagerly, they found themselves putting out a
paper which bored the socks off the student body. No
one.. .l mean no one...is allowed to criticize our local
school authorities. . .or school board. It is a sin worse
than death.

However, and this is probably the most important point,
my three went through high school journalism living
within the limitations and still went on to college to
graduate and become active and very creative members
of the profession...so it couldn't have been bad enough
to stunt their growth. Anything that works out that
well cannot be too bad.



CHAPTER V
RELATED FINDINGS
"Certainly every adviser and every administrator needs to re-examine his
attitudes. Neither is in a Kremlin, Each is in a community of learners
supposed to learn through experience to be responsible citizens in a free
society." (Dr. Laurence R. Campbell)

Not directly resulting from the questionnaires, additional findings
related to freedom and responsibility of the high school press offered further
insight into current problems surrounding publications produced by high school
journalists. Sources who have worked with high school situations and advisers
who have recently coped with or are still involved in turmoil resulting from
dissatisfaction over a published item corresponded with or telephoned the
author.

Dr. Max Haddick, director of The University Interscholastic League,
The University of Texas, Austin, explained that his major concern was the
responsibility necessitated of high school journalists. Saying, "I have never
censored a story in all the years that I've worked with the high school press,"
Dr. Haddick did state:

I have sat down with many a student and gone over

a story and explained what I thought was wrong with
it and asked the student if he wanted it printed just
as he had written it. In all cases, the student went
back to do more rescarch and get more facts on which

to base his writing, and it always resulted in a fair
article.l

116.
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The Interscholastic League director stressed that guidance and ethical,
fair journalism are prercquisites to frecdom.
Dr. Haddick further stated:
I think that unbridled freedom can be a terrible burden
for a youngster to bear. We could, by using 'freedom
of the press' as an excuse, allow our students to make
horrible blunders. These blunders, in my opinion,
would not be the fault of the student, but would be en-
tirely the fault of the adults charged with the education
of the student.?2
Unbridled and unguided journalism are also the concerns of Col. C. E.
Savedge, adviser to the Recall, yearbook at Augusta Military Academy,
Augusta, Georg'ia, and also the President of the Columbia Scholastic Press
Advisers' Association. In evaluating a yearbook which was turned in to a
state journalism asso;iation for judging and comments, Col. Savedge
explained that someone forgot the duties and responsibilities of a yearbook
staff.3 |
This author received photostated copies of various pages of the book
in question. In the book, some of the headlines and cutlines coupled with
the pictures imply sexuality, homosexuality, perversion and/or prostitution
among the student body.
For example, a prominent headline in the senior class section states
"Sr. Officers Orgy-Nize Activities." In this same section, a photograph
showing two boys, arms around each other, carries the caption, "Lovers for

a lifetime, high school sweethcarts [names of students] gaily await the married

life."
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Similarily, another picture illustrating two girls with arms around each
other is captioned: "Candidly caught unawares, Seniors [names of students]
are just one of many of the Senior couples sashaying around [name of town]."

An implication of sexuality is illustrated in the cutline: "Displaying
various moods, the Varsity Cheerleaders appear to have their hands tied
with exception of freewheeler [name of student.]"

In the cheeleader copy block on this same page, the writer says:

The girls made their presence known at all athletic
events and provided the spark for victory whenever
possible. Besides providing the fires for the jocks
on and off the field, the cheerleaders also ignited
quite a few people in the stands...Those taboo chicks
were led by Captain [name of student] and [name of
student] who inspired them to produce. And produce
they did, taking the Golden Eagle Award for the most
well-rounded outfit in close summer camp competition
...In all seriousness, the girls did very much for the
jocks, (even washing them occasionally), by giving
them the necessary support to carry on the ball game.

Another copy block concerning student government explained that
permission for smoking courts could be attributed to the work of the student
group. The copy block closed with:

According to unidentified spokesman [name of student, ]
the next issue will be a Love Court, to get that stuff out
of the halls and into organized orgies where it belongs.
Right on, gang!

The drug situation was also reviewed in the yearbook. Along with
headline "Narcs Nab Naughty No-goods," was a picture of students (identi-
fiable) getting into a paddy wagon. The cutline stated: "As they are

rousted into the paddy wagon, these femmes fatales [name of students] get

their just desserts."
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On another page, the staff chosc to utilize mood pictures of drug scenes
(no identifiable people). A cutline below the first picture stated: "Ignored
by teachers as miniscule, the drug problem is getting out of hand."

And the copy continued:

The 'reefer madness' seems to be in vogue, and seems
to be continuing without too much Administration hassle.
However, this is due for a change, especially after the
February incident when three girls had to be rushed to
the hospital after overdoses of tranquilizers.

Besides these direct derisions of the administration and faculty, an-
other cutline directed sarcasm toward a student. Slated to leave a message
about seniors and their dilemma in choice of colleges, a cutline below an
identifiable girl in a picture states: "Because the college of her choice is
giving her the cold shoulder, [name of student] must stop being cute and
get to work."

Deviating from in-school comments and "cute lines" concerning students
another yearbook shocked the community, Col. Savedge said, with copy,
written in a cynical tone, concerning the community's treatment of minori-
ties.

We would like to take this opportunity to clear up
a myth which has been smearing the good name of
our city for many years. Due to a rather obvious
lack of minorities in [name of city] population,
many have come to falsely assume prejudice. This
is not true. [name of city] is a very open minded
and progressive city. Blacks are welcome to visit

the area any time thecy want as long as they don't
get any subversive communist inspired ideas about
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settling down here. To help our friends, the color-
ed tourists, we concerned citizens have composed
this little list of helpful hints.
A BLACK'S GUIDE TO
[name of city]

1) Address all white citizens with 'Sir' or
'Ma'am.'
2) The back seats of our buses are noted for

their elegance. As a sign of our sincerity,
we have specially reserved these cherished
seats for members of your race.

3) A dingy, crowded cafeteria is no place to
eat. For your own convenience we would
suggest you carry sack lunches and dine
in one of our many spacious city parks....

4) Speaking of our city parks, all are equipped
with lovely park benches for your sleeping
comfort. Perhaps a friendly policeman...
will come along, arrest you for vagrancy,
and out of the kindness of his heart supply
you with a little cell you can call your own....

Your people are always welcome to our community as we

are so happy to accommodate our guests. We would,

however, recommend that you not travel in groups num-
bering three or more and also that you limit your stay
to not more than one week.

...We hate everyone regardless of race, creed or
color. Please do not accept our humble invitation. Be
seeing you.

A take-off on the generation gap in this same yearbook satirized
"the ramblings of an intellectual mind.”

When I was a kid we didn't give our elders no lip.

We did as we were told and didn't question those
wiser than us. I shoveled coal all day and was in
every night at six doing chores around the house.
None of this lying around the TV soaking up commie
propaganda. We went to school well-groomed and
brought home good grades. There was no vandalism
and sin was something we didn't think about. With

all this &*$#$&*9 pornography floating around it's no
wonder why all you &*#$% kids are so perverted.
And this &*$#%§&*1* noise you kids listen to. How can
you call that &$%#* music? All I hear is a bunch of luna-
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tics screaming their empty heads off about free love and
drugs. Etcetera, etcetera, ctcetera &*#$%§a*1§* ctcetera,
etectera. ...
The ramblings of an intellectual mind.

Also commenting on religion, the writers of this yearbook explained
that "A rock opera entitled Jesus Christ Superstar, considered by some to
be a satanic plot to strip Christ of His divinity, even dared to make an appear-
ance..." The copy-writer then referred to members of the community as
"staunch conservative church goers. God fearing souls turned to God in
prayer that the minds of their children should not be corrupted.”

On this same page was a mock dollar bill labeled "Ticket to Heaven"
with the slogans "in God we profit" and "admit one."

According to Col. Savedge, the adviser of the first book mentioned has
"been advising for over seven years and probably more. We [the judging
committee] do not know of any action by the students concerned, nor of the
reaction."4

The principal of the school in question withdrew the book from the
judging committee after the association's executive secretary submitted infor-
mation about the book to a panel (of principals who are directly responsible
for the journalism section,) Col. Savedge explained.

Although Col. Savedge did supply the author with pages from these
two yearbooks, he reviewed his work as a yearbook judge in this way:

Few yearbooks that [ have ever seen have breached
taste, Since I see over 1,000 [yearbooks] a year and

judge books from The Columbian of Columbia Univer-
sity to junior high books in Oklahoma, I have been
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happy to see touchj subjects handled tastefully. I've
never objected except for unrealistic (rose-colored
glass) copy or for lack of copy, but in the case of the
first-mentioned book, I think tastelessness, due to
cuteness makes it offensive and potentially dangerous 9

The author personally viewed "tasteless and potentially dangerous"
yearbook material when in June 1974, a Kansas school requested a critique
of their book. A picture of two boys in a passionate embrace and kissing each
other on the lips was captioned "Gay friends?"” When the author explained the
danger involved in this type of publicity, the staff indicated it had no realiza-
tion that any difficulty could evolve.

Although irresponsibility, tastelessness and perhaps ignorance of publi-
éation laws are the prime areas of concern in the above-mentioned cases,
responsible reporting on "touchy topics" has, in three newspaper cases,
initiated school board and/or administrative action.

Joan T. Lentczner of Muncie, Indiana, was informed in April 1974
that, as of the end of the 1973-74 school year, she would be terminated from
her position as journalism teacher at Yorktown High School, Yorktown, Indiana.

Mrs. Lentezner, | advising the Yorktown High School Broadcaster during
the 1973-74 school year, permitted her managing editor to run a five-part
series on "Sexual Related Problems of Yorktown High School Students,"
and it was this controversial series which prompted the board to release
her from her teaching duties.

I was told by the Superintendent of my school district

that the reason I was being dismissed was because of the
Five-Part Series. My contract for the 1973-74 school year
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was terminated (effective as of the end of this school year)
after the sccond part of the Series was published .6
[March 29, 1974)
The high school writer opened the series with interviews from students
who had had pre-marital sex (no names revealed), and in the second part
of the series he explained the organization of Planned Parenthood as well as
other social service organizations. The theme of the third part of the series
was "From the doctor's viewpoint." Besides the interviews with doctors in
Yorktown and Muncie (Indiana) concerning the problems of VD, side-effects
of birth control devices and unwanted pregnancies, the young writer also
interviewed clergymen about the rule of the churches in sex-related problems.
In the fourth and fifth series, both carried in the same issue of the Broadcaster,
abortion and sex education were topics which also involved interviews.
In the page immediately next to the final part of the series, May 13,
1974, information of Mrs. Lentczner's resignation was printed:
Mrs. Joan T. Lentczner, advisor to the Yorktown
High School Broadcaster, has appealed to the Mt. Pleasant
Township Community School Board for a public hearing
to discuss reasons for her being fired, after she refused
to sign a resignation form.
Mrs. Lentczner's lawyer, Mr. Richard Cardwell
of the Hoosier State Press Association, has written
a letter to the school board asking for an open hearing.
According to Mrs. Lentczner, the issue at stake will
be the freedom of the high school press.7
Regarding the issue of freedom of the high school press,
in the third paper of the five-part series, April 28, 1974, Cindy Schroder,

cditor-in-chief, wrote an editorial headlined "Congress shall make no

laws. . .abridging the freedom of specch or the press..."
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...In recent weeks, a few members of the Yorktown
community have complained through phone calls to school
board members and administration officials that the
Broadcaster's sex series is unnecessary and is sensationaliz-
ing a non-existent problem....

Although the Broadcaster staff agreed to work with
administration officials in the preparation and subsequent
publication of the five-part sex series, Mr. Pickell and
Mr. Uptgraft [principal and assistant principal] do not
have the power to censor or ultimately decide what will
be printed....Because of the sensitive nature of the sub-
ject we have devoted a five-part series to, we have volun-
tarily agreed to let the YHS principal read each part of
the series....

The only major criticism this newspaper's staff
has heard about the series has come from community mem-
bers outside the high school. But even at that, support
has been expressed by those outside the high school...

Students living in the Yorktown area should con-
sider themselves fortunate to be attending the school
that daily exposes them to a wide variety of backgrounds
and viewpoints. 8

Mrs. Lentczner was released from her position as adviser shortly after

this editorial appeared.
Just four days after the May 17, 1974, Broadcaster published the story
of Mrs. Lentczner's resignation, the daily city paper, The Yorktown News

printed the following information:

No action was taken regardting the non-renewal of
Mrs. Joan Lentczner's contract at the school board meet-
ing at the Mt. Pleasant Community Schools Corp. Monday.

The board recognized the Rev. Don Bowman, minis-
ter of the Yorktown Methodist Church, to speak on the mat-
ter of the sex-related articles appearing in the Yorktown
High School Broadcaster...Mr. Bowman said he had read
the first three issues in question and did not find them of-
fensive and commended those involved for putting out such
a fine publication.

Following Mr. Bowman, Marcus Haggard spoke his
thoughts 'as a concerned parent.' He said the quality in
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the Yorktown High School Broadcaster is something to be
proud of not ashamed of .9

As further information broke on the case, the /ndignapolis News of
May 21, 1974, printed:

The Indiana Civil Liberties Union has tentatively
agreed to defend a Yorktown High School journalism
teacher who was fired after the student paper pub-
lished a controversial five-part series on sex-related
problems. Barbara Williamson, executive director of
the ICLU, today announced the group's screening com-
mittee 'reviewed the matter last Thursday and felt as it
was presented to us, it raised important 1st Amendment
questions /10

The /ndianapolis News continued to explain that Ted Haggard, manag-
ing editor of the school paper and vice president of the senior class, presented
the board with a petition bearing the signatures of "several hundred Yorktown
High School students calling for Mrs. Lentezner's reinstatement."

Haggard, who comes from a Southern Baptist
family and plans to attend Oral Roberts University this
fall, wrote the series.

He and his family favored the series 'because
the Bible advocates the truth.’

The future of journalism at Yorktown High School,
he warned, will be jeopardized if Mrs. Lentczner's dis-
missal is not reversed.ll

According to young Haggard's explanation of the written series, he
stated that he saw a need to print the information. He discussed the idea with
the adviser and asked Principal Robert Pickell what he thought of the series.
Haggard said Principal Pickell "had no objections .12

After publication of the first in the series, Haggard explained that

he was aware of only one complaint to the school board. The managing editor
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also explained that Mrs. Lentczner asked him to work with the school adminis-
tration in the rest of the series. Part Two, dealing with Planned Parenthood,
was taken to Assistant Principal David Uptgraft, and the assistant told Haggard
not to publish a chart from the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
which "dealt with the effectiveness of contraceptives."13

As Haggard closed his remarks to the school board, he stated:

This series did not advocate sex education, pre-marital
sex or anything like that...we simply told the facts as we
found them...we have cooperated with Pickell and Uptgrafit
completely. 14

However, the administrators evidentally did not look upon their pre-read-
ing of the articles as cooperation from the Journalism Department.

Mrs. Lentczner explained, "In the principal's end-of-the-year evaluation
of me, I was rated from good to above average to superior in gll categories. At
the bottom of the evaluation, the principal wrote that [ am reluctant to work with
the administration on matters that require togetherness, i.e. controversial
issues!':9

In a telephone conversation with Mrs. Lentczner on June 18, 1974, the
author was told that as of June 21, Mrs. Lentczner would consult with her
attorneys in Muncie, Indiana, and "we probably will file suit."

Prior to her teaching assignment at Yorktown, the 34 year old Mrs.
Lentezner taught eight years in English and art, and advised publications
at the secondary level in Long Island, New York,

Because the Commission on Scholastic Frcedom, Journalism Education
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Association, believed that Mrs. Lentezner was dismissed for teaching responsi-
ble freedom of expression, the chairman of the commission directed a letter to
the attention of Mrs. Lentezner's legal advisers explaining that the association
endorsed the adviser's cause.
Rather than terminating the employment of Mrs.

Lentczner because of the freedom illustrated in these

articles, the Yorktown Board of Education. . .should be

proud to have hired such a teacher who is not afraid to

teach each student to face facts, who is ready to counsel

with a student who is concerned about a problem (as was

Ted Haggard), and who teaches the student to approach

and handle the problem on a professional basis.

' ....Too often advisers censor because of fear of

losing their jobs....Thus, the students learn to write for

controlled publications and may never realize the value of

responsible reporting and facing up to the issues at hand.

This, then, will be the same education they will carry with

them throughout life.16
A copy of the letter in its entirety is included in Appendix AA.

Another case involving the dismissal of a 1973-74 journalism teacher
occurred in Millington, Michigan. With termination effective at the close of the
1973-74 school year, Anne Hutchins explained, "I'm a second-year teacher who
has been fired (dismissed doesn't sound so bad) because of 'poor public rela-
tions' and 'uncooperative attitude ,'"17

However, in this situation, the school board reversed its decision as was
revealed during the author's telephone conversation with Miss Hutchins on
June 17,'1974. Miss Hutchins told the author she was "reinstated with tenure
as of last week." The teacher attributed the reinstatement to the "tremendous

amount of community support." She also explained that an arbitrator had been

hired "and the cost might have made a difference"” [in the school board's deci-
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sion. ]

The crux of this controversy resulted from a conflict of opinion with the
desires of the editor of The Millington Herald, the local weekly newspaper,
and what Miss Hutchins upheld as "ethics" in journalism.

Mr. Wilson {the editor of The Millington Herald] and I
never had any overt conflicts until late January or early
February of this year [1974]. He has repeatedly come
to school and asked for copies of our school paper The
Cardinal Call, and I have obliged him. This February,
I believe, he asked for a Cardinal/ Call and two pictures
that appeared in a recent Ca//. As usual, I obliged.
Several days later in the Herald two of the Call's stories
appeared copied identically sentence for sentence with
no mention of the source. Parts of threei é’f our stories
were also used, but not word for word.

Copies of the Herald articles and the originals from the Ca/l/ are included
in Appendix BB.

As explained by Miss Hutchins, a second conflict resulted when Mr.
Wilson requested Basketball Homecoming pictures and was given eight to ten
prints, but not the four main photos which the Ca// planned to run the Wednes-
day prior to the Friday publication of the Herald.

He stated I was greedy and doing a disservice to the
parents of the queen candidates, and I replied that
I can do favors only so far.19

Immediately after the encounter, Miss Hutchins explained the conflict,

her actions and the reasons to Principal Robert Peterson.

On the front page of the February 24, 1974, edition of The Millington

Herald, the editor inserted the following paragraph:
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We regret we are not able to show the pictures
of Queen Lanette Weber's Court in this issue.
The Herald camera gave out and we lost all the
pictures taken at the crowning. We were able to
borrow one photo from the school, however, the
Cardinal Call staff would not allow the Heral/d to
use pictures of the Court. If we can find some-
one who took pictures and we can borrow them,
we will run the picture in the next issue, 20

Two of Miss Hutchins' students "with no prodding from me," wrote
letters to the editor to Mr. Wilson concerning the paragraph, and the letters
were carried in that week's Herald, preceded by an editor's note criticizing
the Cardinal Call staff.

The editorials and a copy of Mr. Wilson's notation which preceded the
editorials appear in Appendix CC.

After this publication the principal set up a meeting involving the Cal/
co-editors, another Ca// staff member, Principal Peterson, Mr. Wilson and
Miss Hutchins.

"The final resolution...was made to help Mr. Wilson keep abreast of
school news, to encourage Cal/ staffers to write for the Herald and to work
together to maintain a good working relationship for the school and community ,"
explained Miss Hutchins. 21

On March 15 Principal Peterson said he would recommend a third year
probation status for Miss Hutchins for the 1974-75 school year rather than

granting her tenure. But two wecks later, Miss Hutchins was dismissed.

In mid-May Miss Hutehins, through the Millington Education Association,
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sct up an appeal to the Beoard of Education. The Board had thirty days to arrive

at a deeision .22

During the weck of June 10, Miss Hutchins was reinstated.

Supported by the community, Miss Hutchins, during the June 17 telephone
conversation with the author, explained that at the end of an Awards Banquet
held May 30, she presented the journalism awards.

"The yearbook kids gave me a plaque and flowers, and about 400 to 500
people in the audience gave me a standing ovation. The school board and admin-
istrator were in the audience so they had to stand, too," the 23 year old adviser
explained.

Who decided upon the dismissal? Miss Hutchins felt the decision was
strictly that of the superintendent and the board. "I think the principal has
been with me all along, but he's afraid, too."

In a situation in the western part of the United States, however, the
principal was not "with" the adviser, who contended it was the principal's
decision to take away the "advisery" position.

In a telephone conversation with the author in early May 1974, the
adviser said, "I have been dumped off the newspaper as adviser," but will
remain in the school as an English teacher.

By request, the adviser's name, school or state will not be mentioned,
nor will the author include any Appendix items which will allude to the school.

"I've put my job at stake and have probably already stuck my neck out

too far. You seec, I'm fifty-cight and too close to retirement," the adviser said

during an initial telephone conversation in March.
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The first correspondence from the instructor to the author was in late
November when the author was consulted about an editorial and cartoon that
appeared in the school newspaper. Concerning the "hall pass system" put into
effect in the school, the editorial and cartoon criticized the administration for
over-zealous implementation of the hall pass, and also for leveling suspensions
of some students who had not carried passes, while others without passes were
not suspended.

After this release, the adviser explained:

He [the principal]l suggested the possibility that perhaps
we did not need a newspaper if this sort of thing was to
be published. He stated he objected more to the cartoon
than the editorial. He also discussed the possibility of
replacing the editor and adviser .23

That first mention of dismissal was in November 1973.

Then on March 4, 1974, during a telephone conversation with the adviser,
the author was told that the adviser still retained the position but, prior to publi-
cation, all copy had to be submitted to the principal. While this situation existed,
the adviser was hospitalized. Furthermore, the printer advanced the copy-due
date, so the adviser, still hospitalized, was not able to see the paper before it
went to press. Checking with the editor, the adviser asked if anything contro-
versial was included in the paper. The adviser was told there was no controver-
sial material,

However, when the paper came out, the adviser explained, a straight

news story had been dropped from the front page and in its place was a picture

of a hall pass with the words "The Infamous Pass," and immediatcly below this



132.
was a story which the cditor had copied from another city paper. The article
concerned the boycotting of schools in that city, and the cditorial writer then
suggested that students form a student union.

"The editorial did not say that this should be done, but the suggestion
was there," the adviser said.

The instructor further explained that the principal had read the editorial
and had reluctantly given his permission to print it as an editorial (not consider-
ing it would be a front page story, nor that the picture would be included.)

After this paper was released (one week prior to the March telephone call),
the principal visited with the adviser and said he would take "some kind of action."
Suggestions implied changing editors, changing advisers, or possibly doing away
with the paper.

This, then, was the second mention of dismissal.

Shortly after this conversation with the principal, the adviser was evaluated
(evaluation in this school is a yearly process) by the vice principal.

"I'm glad he did it. I can communicate with him. My evaluation was good,"
the adviser said during the telephone conversation.

At the time of the evaluation, the adviser' explained to the vice principal,
"Freedom of the press is the groundwork of the entire American system. It is
so imporiant that these kids learn this now."

However, the March telephone conversation ended with this comment
from the adviser: "We have been submitted to censorship. What else can you

call it when the principal reads all the copy?"
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During the May telephone Icall the adviser revealed that the new adviser
appointed by the principal did not have sufficicnt hours in journalism.

"Under normal circumstances, [ really enjoy the newspaper, but it's a
lot of extra work. I think the principal now is more concerned about the public
relations angle of the newspaper. He does not want the students to criticize the
administration and does not want anything to come out that is detrimental to them,"
the adviser said in May.

"Normal circumstances" to this adviser were evidentally the years of work-
ing under the preceding principal. The administrator who dismissed the adviser
from the newspaper position was, as of the 1973-74 school year, in his second
year as prinecipal.

Now, after thirteen years of advising the newspaper, this instructor who
led students to win all-state four consecutive years (the top journalism honor in
that region) has been relegated to the English Department.

"At the last faculty meeting, the principal gave me a big smile. I'm sure
it's because I'm no longer a threat to him," the adviser stated as the May tele-
phone conversation drew to a close.

Being a threat to the principal and, thus, being removed from advisership
of a school publication deviates from the situation of Steve Eichelberger,
adviser of The Plaid, the news magazine at Upland (California) High School.
Throughout the 1973-74 shcool year, editorial writers questioned actions and
decisions of the administration, but no removal from any position was reported

to the author by Eichelberger.
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As the adviser cxplained;, resentment and opposition have come from
everyone including the students, community, the school board and the admin-
istration, but termination was not the result.

The October 1973 issue of The Plaid opened the controversy with the
article "The greening of the parking lot" by Rick White.

People driving by the UHS student parking lot
last year probably wondered if some new class wasn't
convening there. At times the number of students
in the lot rivaled those in classes, except attendance
was probably more regular at the lot.

...When UHS students registered for school this fall,
rumors about new safeguards were plentiful. A letter
explaining standard disciplinary procedure was sent
home to parents. No statement about new methods of
control was issued, however 24

The article then proceded to explain that Mr. Bill Stringer had been hired
as a "parking lot superintendent" for UHS. Another new supervisor introduced
through the article was Mr. Dale McKeon, "recently appointed assistant princi-
pal for public personnel services," and the article explained that McKeon was
Stringer's "immediate administrative supervisor."

...Often repeating the statement 'we will talk to
anyone at any time,” McKeon has made an effort
to visit classes and give the students time for
question and answer sessions. These discussions
also give McKeon a chance to expound on adminis-
trative philosophies.

So far, classes who have heard him speak
appear mostly upset and unimpressed. Social
Studies teacher Mr. John Pickering said that McKeon
'didn't go over too well' during his visit to Pickering's
class. McKeon made fewer friends in Mr. Don
Frankson's sixth period American Music class....

Superficially, there seems to be an abrupt change
from last year's disciplinary policies. The parking
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lot, for the most part, appears undcer school control
during Stringer's work hours [7:30a.m. to 2:00p.m.]J.
At 2: 00 p.m. each day Stringer leaves the parking lot,
and the students regain their territory. Cars race up
and down, cigaretts reappear, and drugs are once more
open for purchase. The game between students and ad-
ministrators is the same, the rules have simply been
altered .25

In this same October issue, an editorial "the selling of the parking lot,"

again leveled criticism at the administration:

The 'new' discipline is futile, but has a better
appearance than the 'old' discipline of benign neglect.
The 'new' discipline is merely the old in an irritating
package.

A change in administrative attitude toward students
is necessary. Students cannot be treated with no respect
without adverse effects .26

Then in the November 1973 issue of The Plaid, an editorial and another

article covered the parking lot topic. The editorial "a step in the right direction"

stated:

When last month's Plaid exposed the Upland
High administration's harassment of students over
an ineffective parking lot reform, UHS administra-
tors reacted predictably by charging the Ploid with
unfair and inaccurate reporting.

A press conference was held in response to
UHS Principal Dave Campbell's charge that the
October feature, 'the greening of the parking lot,'
was in his words, 'biased, slanted in a negative
way, and hardly consistent with the standards...
set for the Plaid. 27

The editorial writer said that the reaction of the administration was "a

characteristic, coincidentally, of cornercd public officials in the current

national administration." Explaining that seventy-five percent of the letters
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from readers illustrated agrecment with 7The Ploid, the cditorial writer also
explained that fifty percent of the students polled "were irritated by adminis-
trative disciplinary methods. Rescarch on the topic was illustrated when the
writer pointed out that a "state task force investigating school disorder has
recently voiced supportive finding. .. .the group said administrators should
seek long-range solutions to crime and violence instead of relying on short
term measures such as security guards.. n28
The editorial's closing paragraph stated:
But perhaps the administration was thinking similar-
ly to the state task force, which said schools should
guard against 'the long-range effects of turning schools
from educational institutions into armed camps.' We
applaud their reconsideration.?29
Again in the article "UHS ADMIN CHARGES BIAS" the administrators
stated that bias was illustrated in the previous month's article. Assistant
Princiapl McKeon was quoted as saying the feature was written "unfairly,
inaccurately, and without a degree of good judgment."
The editorial closed with:
Campbell concluded the conference by declining the
Plaid's offer of page space for a written rebuttal in
the November issue. He said, 'l will not fight a bat-
tle in The Plaid, 30
In the March 1974 issue of The Plaid a follow-up story investigated the
effectiveness of the patrol system over the parking lot. The writer was attempt-

ing to present some facts and figures about the changes taking place since the

patrol had been strengthened, but in the three opening comments from adminis-
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trators, the writer revealed that information was being withheld. Finally, the
writer stated:

The only alternative left was to go to the Upland

Police Department's records. Detective Ron

Summerhouse stated that crimes committed at UHS

are not classified by specific areas....In order

to break down the mass of accumulated reports,

it was necessary to go through all cases reported

in 1972 and 1973.3!

A table presented with the article illustrated that in 1972 a total of twenty-three
violations had been reported, whereas, now, with the increased patrol, thirty-four
violations were listed on record.

To spark reader interest in this article, the staff placed a catchline on the
front cover of the news magazine. The catch-line stated: "They lied.”

These articles‘selected from The Plaid are not indicative of a constant
battle with the administration nor of the publishing of controversial material
for its own sake. The news maé‘azine also reported on such topics as motocross,
admission of girls into sports and graffiti as well as carrying sports briefs and
news information.

Rather than being indicative of consistent controversy, the articles
selected from The Plaid are illustrative of news reporting in a high school
situation where fear does not dominate the in-depth coverage of pertinent is-
sues. The masthead in each issue of the The Plaid states: "Opinions of the
guest columnists and staff are their own and do not necessarily represent the

cditorial policies of The Plaid."

The use of a disclaimer on the editorial pages of high school newspapers is
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also recommended by George E. Stevens and John B, Webster. Using an
example from the Philosopher of Lew Wallacc High School in Gary, Indiana, the
authors listed:

The Philosopher is published by Journalism students

of Lew Wallace High School. The opinions are those

of the writers and not necessarily those of the school

administration or faculty. 32

Examples cited in this chapter exemplify the varied situations which the

high school press faces. The yearbooks illustrate irresponsible and pointless
reporting; the newspaper articles from Yorktown, Indiana, are characteristic
of items which various administrators and school boards look upon as contro-
versial, likely to cause differences of opinion, and, therefore, items which
must be classified as "to be avoided; " the Millington, Michigan, case indicates
that dissension between a teacher and community member in a small town can
promote board dismissal procedures; the items from the western state again
exemplify a situation in which the administrator wants published only those
items he wants to read, and this circumstance further demonstrates how student
editors who strive for sensationalism (i.e. placing the editorial material on
the front page) rather than responsibility can cause the adviser, unaware of

the editor's actions, to suffer the consequences. Finally, the articles from

The Plaid demonstrate freedom with research in high school reporting.
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
"Experimentation is implicit in learning. Making misjudgments and committing
indiscretions are to be expected as part of learning. Censorship does not
promote the conditions necessary for education; rather it subverts those condi-
tions." (William Birenbaru, president of Staten Island Community College)
Summary

Having studied press law cases, both those which promoted court
decisions which are now part of the record and those in which decisions are pending
as well as having analyzed the results of the surveys, the author has con-
cluded that the high school press is seldom a medium for the free exchange
of ideas, but tends, generally, to be a controlled center of information.

Results of this study showed that forty-six percent of the responding
newspaper advisers and twenty percent of the responding yearbook advisers
had withheld an item from bublication . Combining newspaper and yearbook
responses, forty percent said they withheld items because of personal convie-
tions, and thirty-five percent said items were withheld because of administra-
tive pressures. Although forty-one percent of the responding advisers said
they felt they had completc freedom of the press, twenty-three percent report-

ed that they published no controversial items unless these items were clecared

141.
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by their principals prior to publication.

Coinciding with these data, thirty-six percent of the newspaper editors and
twenty-four percent of the ycarbook editors felt that news about school policies,
resignations, ete., was filtered. In the advisers' survey, however, only
thirteen percent of the respondents said that filtered news came from the adminis-
tration. Therefore, the rest of the filtering perceived by student editors
evidently came from the adviser or possibly the faculty.

This leads to such questions as -- Why were various topics avoided for
publication? Why was news filtered? Who avoided full coverage of various
news topics? Since the advisers themselves said they had complete freedom
of the press and since the administrators checked that they primarily post-read
copy (only ﬁine percent checked that they read copy prior to publication), the
majority of the censoring, it appears, comes from the adviser_'.

This corroborates information presented in Chapter II where the author
referred to a summary report from the Commission of Inquiry into High School
Journalism (release date set for July 1974) which indicated that the advisers,
not the administrators, are the censors.

Insights into the question of freedom of the high school press may be
found by breaking down the analysis of this report into five areas:

1. College credit hours held by journalism advisers analyzed

in light of their responsibilities and measured against adminis-

trators' criteria for hiring journalism teachers.
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2. Teaching of press 1'aw , the cstablishment of editarial policies

and the formation of boards of publication.

3. Editors' concepts of their responsibilities and of the high

school press as comparcd to the principals' ideas of the
editors' functions.

4, Topics which instigated the greatest concern or dissension.

34 Variation in responses from advisers-administrators and

advisers-editors in those areas where all three individuals
from one school replied to the surveys.

In listing their college credit hours in journalism, thirty-nine percent
of the advisers reported they had nine or fewer hours. Although fifty percent
of the advisers said they held nineteen hours or more in journalism, many
explained they were expected to direct their efforts to other areas of teaching,
the highest percentage (seventy-one percent) being in English. Furthermore,
teaching journalism and advising publications were often coupled with the
responsibility of making sure the publications could be financed. Of the
respondents, forty-two percent reported they also had to be in charge of
money-making projects.

College credit hours are not the major consideration in hiring a high
school journalism adviser as was indicated when administrators responded to
the question, "Check the points you consider when hiring your journalism
teacher." Leading college journalism hours were "interest voiced by the

teacher" with sixty-eight percent of the administrators checking this category
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and "background training in English," sixty-four percent having checked
this point . "Number of college hours in journalism" ranked third at fifty-ecight
percent, and closely behind it was "number of years advising publications,"
fifty-five percent.

Regarding law and the press twenty-three percent of the advisers
responding taught no press law at all, and forty percent taught only
one to three hours of law throughout the school year. Yet, fifty-one percent
of the student editors said they understood the laws as they concern the
press.

Adherence to formalized, written editorial policies is apparently limited
in the high school press. Although the questionnaire for advisers did not
specifically ask whether editorial policies were used, the author did ask
advisers to enclose a copy of their editorial policies. Most advisers could
not respond to this request, explaining they had no formal, written policies.
Often they did list some type of guidelines which the publications' staff(s) tried
to follow.

In the editors' questionnaire concerning who established publication
policy, fifty-seven percent said the students and adviser jointly determined
the policies, and sixteen percent said the editor alone set the policy, but
again many replies indicated that no explicit, written policies existed.

In the cases of both the editors and advisers who summarized the

guidelines of their newspapers, most "policies" referred only to letters to
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the editor (whether they should or should not be signed and whether the
writing could be revised); little was mentioned about guidelines for the
newspaper in general. The statement "We try to use good judgment" was
frequently used by both groups.

There were fewer formalized editorial policies for yearbooks than for
newspapers. The advisers an‘d editors simply stated that the yearbook follow-
ed the same policies as did the newspaper, or that policies for the yearbook
were not necessary.

Boards of publication were even more of a rarity than policies with
only five percent of the respondents indicating that such a board existed in
their schools.

Regarding items which created controversy, seventy-five percent of
the advisers contended that some type of controversy had existed in the past
two years, while fifty percent of the editors, who were asked about contro-
versies in only the last year, indicated that controversies were present.
This could mean that the advisers, looking at a two year situation, were in-
dicating major controversies whereas the editors, considering the recent
controversies, were referring to all disputes, brief or long-lasting.

An area of disagreement between administrator and editor was that of
responsibility. While most administrators (fifty-nine percent regarding
newspaper content; fifty-five percent regarding yearbook content) felt
final responsibilities for the publications lay with the adviscrs, most editors
(sixty-cight percent regarding the newspaper; seventy-six percent regard-

ing yearbooks) contended they had the prime responsibilities for selecting
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what was to be printed, doing the final editing of copy, and determining
yearbook style and theme.

Concerning topics which instigated the greatest dissension, advisers
and editors sent the author newspaper articles which caused difficulty,
or they explaincd published articles which caused reader indignation.
Réviewing the advisers' comments and the items that were sent, the author
found that the major newspaper controversies resulted from stories concerning
sports. For example, criticizing lenient treatment of "jocks" compared to
other students, discussing superior attitudes displayed by high school
men involved in sports, commentiﬁg on the drinking of alcoholic beverages
during training seasons, or predicting a game loss had caused dissent.

The second strongest items of contention were those related to criticiz-
ing or altering school poiicies such as, for example, whether homecoming
should continue to be a part of the school activities, lack of qualifications
among dramatists staging plays, or the removal of doors from the boys'
restrooms. Ranking third in controversial items were those which dis-
cussed free usage of drugs in the school or those which referred to sex.

It was apparently when dissatisfied readers approached the school
board or administration that difficulties arose.

As one adviser stated, "He [the administrator] compares journalism
to his auto--if it functions properly, he ignores it. If it causes him problems,

he gets mad, and though he may desire to get rid of it, he knows he needs it i
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Regarding the variation in responses when all three partics replied
from one school, the greatest deviation was in reports of college journalism
credit hours held by advisers. In eleven out of the thirty-nine schools
where all three individuals replied, the administrators did not know how
many hours their advisers held in journalism. One adviser listed that he
had "0" hours in journalism; 'the administrator checked that the adviser
had a masters degree in the field; in another case, an adviser indicated
twelve hours, the administrator checked bachelor's degree. Reversing this,
one adviser checked that he held twenty-six journalism credit hours, the
administrator checked nine; another adviser said he had his masters degree
in journalism, the administrator listed this adviser as having two hours
of journalism.

Another area illustrating differences was that of the editor and
adviser, where, in twelve instances, the editors looked upon their advisers
as censors, and the advisers seemed to have no feeling at all that they
were considered to be censoring.

Study Limitations

In regard to this thesis, the major weakness this author saw was that
the advisers' survey was too long and detailed. Questions such as

Check the facilities available in your
school for the journalism staff(s):

Would you say the Journalism Department
is (a)__ adequately equipped, (b) __ poorly
equipped.

Check the printing method (s) which are
applicable to your publication(s).
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Does your school paper (a) _ publish
items which influence student opinion (b)
publish items which follow the previously es-
tablished student opinion.
were all superfluous to the information needed for the study. The author's
general concept was "Since I am asking anyway, I may as well ask this, too,
just in case it helps." But when, after a follow-up post card and also a
third mailing to those who did not reply, the author did not receive any
more than 125 responses out of the 300 queries, the assumption was that
the questionnaire was just too long and cumbersome for the already-busy
adviser to take time to answer.
Discussion
The analysis of the number of college credit hours held by advisers
was pertinent to this study in two areas. First, although close to half
of the advisers reported having nine or fewer hours in journalism, ques-
tionnaires revealed they were expected by their administrators and com-
munity to adhere to "high" standards in publication. Since frequently
these nine hours include no study of press law, advisers may well feel
it is safer to withhold stories than to allow questionable material to be
printed. Secondly, while half the advisers indicated they held nineteen
or more journalism hours, their teaching loads included another subject
(often classified as the major area of teaching) and they were expected to
help carn money for their publications.

These responsibilities became logical after the author reviewed
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administrators' criteria for hiring these teachers. Since number of hours
in English and interest voiced by the teacher were listed as more impor-
tant than the adviser's college preparation, it is evident the administra-
tor expects the adﬁser to exert efforts in other areas. If this same
question were asked of administrators hiring English teachers, science
teachers or even coaches, would anything be placed above college hours
and training?

In view of the data, the author concludes that (7) journalism
teachers need more than nine college hours in their field and adminis-
trators need to become aware of the necessity of adequate training; (2)
teachers need lighter class loads or additional in-school hours to work
on publications; (3) teaching in other areas is feasible but the other
area should be the minor preparation; (4) finances should be allocated
for publications. A newspaper or yearbook adviser should not be
expected to earn funds for the publications any more than a science
teacher is expected to earn money for his equipment.

An area of particular consternation to the author was the data con-
cerning press law. If so many high school students (fifty-one percent)
feel they know the laws when so little time has been spent in actual instruc-
tion (twenty-three percent of the advisers taught no law; forty percent
three or fewer hours), legal and ethical problems are likely to result.
Although the previous statement is an assumption, the fact that so many

students felt knowledgeable on the intricate topic of press law does concern
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this author. It should be noted that sixty-three percent of the students
from Group B schools (those with enrollments of 801 to 2,000) reported
not understanding press law, while forty-one percent of the advisers in
Group B said they taught four hours or more of law, a higher percentage
than in either Group A or C. One could assume, therefore, that those
students who were taught the most in legal issues realized the intricacies
of the laws and felt they really did not understand them.

If advisers expect their administrators to erase any skepticism of
the high school press, the advisers must know the legal issues involved
and give the students access to this knowledge. Besides the costliness of
lawsuits, the possibility of embarrassing publicity could make any adminis-
trator wary of the student press.

Regarding the pau.city of formalized, written editorial policies, as
long as no problems arise, this type of operation may work; if even the slight-
est difficulty occurs, however, managing a publication without a professional,
written set of policies could prove perilous. As with any laws or guidelines,
editorial policies must be "in black and white" to provide any defense.

Even fewer yearbooks than newspapers had written policy statements,
apparently both editors and advisers felt little need for policies in this area.
Since many yearbooks are bland copies following the format of the preceding
year (fifty-nine percent of the advisers reported publishing predominantly

good incidents with only slight mention of the adverse; fourteen percent
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publish only the good), this may be true in many cases. Yet, if even one
picture or one cutline raises a question (as did the Kansas book mentioned
in Chapter IV), written policies are essential.

Utilized as another area of protection for journalism, the Publications
Board rarely existed in high schools represented in this study. As with
written pblicies, such a board would provide the Journalism Department an
added touch of professionalism. This professional journalistic process,
the author contends, would encourage greater administrative dependency
on high school journalists.

This is not to say that problems in the high school press would
disappear if each adviser established policies and a board of publications.
Nor is the author presupposing that the administration would be happy with
everything that was printed. But situations in which advisers must fight
dismissals, in which the adviser and/or editor suffer reprimands for
publishing what the administration does not like, or in which the paper
is withheld from publication or distribution could well be less frequent. If
anyone in authority knows that an employee is knowledgeable in his field
and that the employee approaches the situation .in a professional manner, the
authority will realize he cannot take advantage of the individual. The
fear of what will be published may still be there, and the administrators
may still turn to the editorial pages first (as fifty-three percent of the
responding administrators indicated they do), but the adviser will not be an

easy target.
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Another area in which a Publications Board might alter administrative
opinion concerns what editors consider to be their responsibilities, which,
to administrators, are duties of the advisers. For example, if administrators
were given the opportunity to see student editors react to and vote on items
presented to the Publications Board and realized the student voting power,
they might credit the student editors with greater journalistic knowledge.
Administrator responses indicated that only eleven percent believed the
student newspaper editor held final responsibility and eight percent felt
that the yearbook editor should make the final decisions. It appears that
the principals look upon the editolrs as figureheads holding a title and posi-
tion but having no major responsibility in decision making whereas the
editors feel fully responsible to make final decisions. This could well
account for differences of opinion between student journalists and admin-
istrators.

Also offering a reason for having a Publications Board is the number
of controversies created by ‘stories as explained by advisers and editors.
The board couid aid in resolving these controversies and offering support
so the Journalism Department would not have to take the sole responsibility
when an item is seen by some as controversial.

Sports, as explained, created the greatest controversy, and this
could be because (7) the Sports Department tends to be a close-knit unit,
and a comment about one segment of the department is taken personally by

all; (2) truth in the articles may be difficult for some players and the coach
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to face; and (3) since sports rcpresent the school to a great extent, any
comment about the Sports Department is a reflection on the school.

Perhaps the base of much of the difficulty is the lack of communica-
tion and thus understanding which was, at times, evidenced by responses from
advisers and the administrators. For example, as explained in the summary,
there was an extreme differenee between the college journalism hours held
by various advisers and the preparation their administrators thought they
had. If the administrators do not know the preparedness of their advisers,
how can they expect them to work up to their potential? Possibly administra-
tors are expecting too much of advisers who are limited in journalism educa-
tion and/or experience. Administrators certainly need to know if their
advisers are qualified to direct young writers., There are risks involved
when young people are given a realatively free reign, but this author feels
there are greater risks in curbing press freedom without offering sound
explanation. Only a trained adviser can give the student the outlet fo
learn the skills necessary for producing good publications, and it is only
when the administrator is cognizant of his adviser's abilities and aims that
the full task of communicating can progress.

Recommendations For Further Research

As was evident from responses from community members carried in
Chapter IV and from the citizens' reaction to the Joan Lentczner case in
Yorktown, Indiana, and to the Anne Hutchins situation in Millington, Michigan,

coverced in Chapter V, the community plays an important role in high school
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journalism,

This could be a topic of further research. The author suggests
personal interviews rather than questionnaires. Intervicws could refer to
such questions as: (7) What role does the high school newspaper and/or the
yearbook play in the community? (2) What role does the community play
in the type of coverage that is ;:arried in the high school publications?

{3) What community sensitivities i.e. sex, drugs, etc., might be considered
controversial issues in the high school newspaper? Although these topics
are controversial, could they be handled without causing community dis-
sension? How? (4) How much do community members react to high school
publications? (5) What type of journalism would not be tolerated by com-
munity members? (6) What does the community member expect a journalist
to know when he completes a full-year course?

Beyond this, the author would suggest taking three issues of the
high school newspaper and discussing various items with the interviewees
in ordel; to gain personal reaction to editorials, news stories, feature
and sports articles which have already been published. Two categories
--writing and coverage--would be discussed.

The study could be done by a committee as, for example, the JEA
Commission on Freedom of the Scholastic Press. With each member cover-
ing approximately fifteen communities, travel expenses and time involved
would be much more feasible.

The author selected community study because this would open
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a new angle to understanding the coverage of high school journalism. Sccondly,
the author selected the community angle because of the underlying question
that has never been answered cven after studying results from the three
surveys conducted for this thesis. Why do school authorities (adviser or
administrator) censor? Advisers act as gatckeepers and some administrators
exert pressure on the adviser and staff. True, fear is one answer, but fear
of what? The chain of power exists -- the editor fears the adviser; the
adviser fears the principal; the principal fears the school board; and the
school board fears the community; -- but why? What big stick does the
community wield that insitgates all this tension? Or is the community itself
misunderstood? Do a few iriate phone callers speak for the rest of the
community members? -

It is because of these questions that the author proposes this research.

The second recommendation for further study on this topic would be to
compose questionnaires to be mailed to the chairmen of various departments
in high schools across the nation. The topic would be "How much academic
freedom is allowed?" Thié would offer greater insight into the overall
journalism situation.

For example, is the English Department restricted in the type of litera-
ture it seleects for the students; is the Home and Family teacher hindered in
asking speakers to discuss abortion or family planning with her classes? Is

the Science teacher leery of methods used to teach reproduction?
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The author‘ selected this as another alternative for rescarch because
of the faculty reaction as indicated in the adviser's and editors' surveys.
Evidently, the faculty, in most cases offers the greatest verbal dissent
to articles. Why? Is the faculty conservative? Are members envious because
the newspaper can "get by with" discussing items that they avoid mentioning
in class?

The questionnaire would be difficult to compose because the questions
must be general yet touch each subject area, but the findings could be most
interesting. If the faculty, because of self-imposed or outside pressures, is
hindered in allowing students to explore new ideas in other classes, then it
is no wonder that journalism suffers from censorship.

Conclusion

Probably the greatest value of this thesis came in dispelling the author's
pre-established opinion that administrators are the censors of the high
school press, the ogres who oppose freedom. On the contrary, advisers
apparently are often the ones who suppress freedom of the press among
student journalists.

Basically, the advisers' censorship stems from fear, perhaps in many
instances an unjustified fear. The advisers, who are the communicators leading
the Journalism Departments often are not communicating knowledgeably and
professionally with their administrators.

A gap is evident between administrators and/or advisers who fear

secing truth in print and the editors' justification in publishing the truth
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backed by accuracy and fairness. When those in authority can face up to the
fact that freedom and responsibility can become one, then sound high school
publications can be produced. Only by alleviating their own fears can advisers
and administrators help students learn to write freely within the framework

of responsibility.
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APPENDIX A
Editorial, Madison (Florida) High School Paw Prints
Homecoming/Thanksgiving Issue, 1871

The childishly atrocious behavior of a number of Madison High
students during Homecoming Week is a prime example of the generally
rotten attitude which pervades our hallowed halls. This behavior in-
cludes the unnecessary vandalism of the County Agriculture Center,
the utter disrespect for faculty members shown by students, and to top
that, the intolerable show if discourtesy toward the Homecoming Queen,
her court, and other students during the coronation ceremonies held
in the gym. Also rocks were thro;rvn at the Queen's float during the
parade which put a number of innocent bystanders and those riding the
float in danger of bodily harm. These acts are totally reminiscent of the
spoiled brat who, when he doesn't get his way, makes everyone around
him suffer.

What is the reason behind such behavior? Some students feel that
they, for racial reasons, were discriminated against because of the out-
come of the elections by the student body, for the Homecoming Queen and
her court. Clearly no constitutional rights have been abridged here;
rather these people refuse to abide by the will of the majority. Maybe if
certain people had used their right to vote instead of skipping the study

halls in which the voting was being done, the results could have been
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diffo. [sic] There are also those who feel that skin color entitles them to
special privileges which aren't and never were provided for constitutionally .

This is not an indictment of certain students who may have been in-
volved in the aforementioned incidents, as their actual identitics are of
no importance, but rather it is an indictment of the whole student body .
This rotten attitude has manifested itself many times since this school year
hés started, Some examples are the (A) lack of interest in student publi-
cations--out of some 600 students only 200 have subscribed to the annual
and only some 100 to the newspaper; (B) behavior of some students at pep
rallies (mainly racial in nature); (C) disinterest in learning--from atten-
dance records; (D) marked disapproval of Mr. Worden's policies--let's
face it people, we're not children anymore; we're practically adults now,
therefore, we should at least display some maturity and be responsible
for our actions.

All this behavior shows that we just don't give a damn about our-
selx;es, others, and the world's future. The troubles of the world today
were and are caused by selfishness, hate, immaturity, intolerance, and
narrow-mindedness, all of which were and are being flagrantly display-
ed right here in our school.

We're not here just to learn 'readin', 'ritin', 'n' rithmetic.' We're
also here to prepare ourselves to live in this world with everybody--in
peace, as Christ wanted it to be. If we don't learn now--we never will

...God help us if we don't!
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APPENDIX B

"Adults, Youth Polled On Code"
Trojan Trumpet, February 7, 1972

"Does George Need a Haircut?"
Daily Interlake, Kallispell, Montana, February 1972.
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TROJAN TRUMPET, Troy, Montana, February 7, 1972

ADULTS, YOUTH POLLED ON CODE

S:xty-five percent of a cross-section o £ parents
recently poclied on the hair code felt that it was fair
and cniy 10% were cpposed to it. 75% did not answer.

Fifty-five % of the parents felt that the school
beoard, rather than parents, should have final say over
hew their children appear. 18% were nof sure.

Forty-one percent of the parents £felt that the
zchcol becard decis:on reflected the feeling of a majer
ity of parents. 27% of rthe parents felt that t h e
school board did nct represent parents' feelings. 323%
were rot sure. -

Seventy-five % of the parents interviewed voted in
zcheoi board elections,

TEACHERS LIKE CCLE

The resuits of t he
poll showed 92% of the
teachers are in favor of
the hair code and 8% were
neither for or against it.

Seventy-eight percent
thought the school board
should be able to tell
students what to wear to
school, while 14% thought
parents should have t h e
final say.

T h e percentage o £
teachers who felt t h e

{(Continued on page 4)
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TROJAN TRUMPET, Troy, Montana, February 7, 1972
"Adults, Youth Polled" continued from previous page

e Y Troy, Mon Tona

Community polled cont from page D)

schoel becard reflected the feelings of the parents was
64%, while 7% said no, and 19% were not sure,
Sixty-four percent of 84 students polled did not
feel the hair code was fair, 333 1 i XK e d it, ’and 3%
were not sure,
STUDENTS SAY PARENTS HAVE POWER OVER BOARD
A very large majority of students, B83%, felt par-
ents should have the final say over how their child-
ren dress. 123% said the school board should decide
whdt students can wear to
schcol, and 5% were not
sure.
Said one teacher, "I
think all of this fuss a-
bout hair is irrelevant.
There are far more import
aut things to occupy our
minds than the length of
a boy's hair."” Another -
felt the code w a s "fair
and needed".
One parent felt that
the code was fair “"only’
if it applies t o all."
“"Hair style 1is the busi-
ness of a student and his
parents- npot the school
board,™ said cne father.
One mother asid it would
k e e p the boys looking
like boys. Another parent
was '"glad they have it" ,
and a father s a i d that
"It is a little too lib-~
erallll!"™
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The Kalispell,-Montana Daily Interlake
Does George Need a Haircut?

For anyone who needs to know, Troy, Montana, is in northwcst Montana,
close to the border of Montana and Idaho. Or, to put it cogently--on the border
between Somewhere and Nowhere.

These days Troy is searching its soul--or, more appropriately, scratching
its collective head. In short, or long in this case, the issue is hair.

Recently the Troy school board, with all the rhetoric that bureaucracy
is so fond of, posted its edict, to-wit:

"Hair shall be combed or styled so as not to be below the eyebrows.

Hair is not to be longer in the back than the top of a collared shirt and on the side
of the head, not over the ear. Side burns are not to be longer than the ear lobe."

So be it.

The alternatives: Chop off your ears or stretch your lobes to shoulder-length.

A couple of thé kids' reactions are worth repeating: "Any scheol which
willingiy adopts a hair code of this nature is trying to prescrve the Dark Ages
in the 20th century."..."It siinks, [sic] This dress code is one that the school
board should follow but not the students. It's made for clder guys."..."The
school board should stay out of other people's hair."

We propose that the next DAR essay contest be entitled, "Why our Father of

His Country Should Get a Haircut." The prize, of course; a bowl of cherries.
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APPENDIX C

‘Robert Mele vs. Robert Cuddy, the Board of
- Education of the Village of South Orange and
American Yearbook Company

Summary as sent by Alan Sweetser, Secretary
and General Counsel, American Yearbook Co.
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Robert Mele
' Vs
Robert Cuddy, the Board of Education of the Village of South

orange, and American Yearbook Company

1, How did question arise?

_Robert Mele sought compensation for injuries resulting from
the publication of "Freshman 66" a yearbook put together by the
ninth grade graduating class at South Orange Junior Higﬁ Scheol.
The yearbook consists of plctures of all graduates, under which
appear brief statements. Apparently 3 editors changed the caption
under Plaintiff's picture to read, "A good fisherman aﬁd a master
baiter.™ Robert Cuddy prepared, edited and caused to he published
the defamatory matter set forth., He negligently supervised, di-
rected, and inspected the yearbook and its prepafation;

Mele testified that he became extremely despondent after pub-
licatlion and as a result of negligence of defendant said the pub-
lication brought the plaintiff to public scandal, ridicule and con-
tempt and disgrace. 1In the fall of 1966 he began the use of drugs,
then voluntarily sought treatment at the Alfréd Adlér Vental

Health Clinic.

2, What was the nature of the dispute?

Plaintlff contends the defendants were negligent in proof-
reading the copy before its publication and that said publication
was false and defamatory, he further contended that the publicatio:
resulted in great injury to plaintiff's good name and reputation

and caused him eevere pain and mental anguish.
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3, How was 1t resolved?

During the trial, motion for judgement by the American Ycar-
book Company was denied. The negligence claims and the assertion
of slander were stricken and the matter was tried and submitted
to the jury strictly as a 1ibel action. The three defendants
were jointly responsible.

Thereafter, the jury was not asked to render a general verdict
but instead a special verdict was requested pursuant to Rule
L4;39-1. Four gquestion were asked of the jury as a result of which
the court entered judgﬁént in favor of *the Plaintiff and against
the defendants in the total amount of $38,000,00. In answer to
the first question submitted to it, the Jjury found that the state-
ment ;A good fisherman ana a master baiter®™ was libelous. In an-
swer to question 2, the jury awarded the sum of $11,000,00 because
of damage to reputation.

.. In answer to question #3, the jufy found that the plaintiff
suffered "personal emotional disturbance and/or mental anguish as
a. proximate result of the-publication of the 1libel and its disse-
mination to others." In answer to question #4, the jury awarded
the sum of $27,000.00 to Plaintiff for "personal emotional distur:
ance and/ or mental anguish suffered by him as a.proximate resﬁlt
of the publication and its dissemination of. libel to others,"

The defendant, American Yearbook Company renewed the. motion
for judgment. The American Yearbook Company took the position
that as a printer its liabillty should not be absolute, but shoul

be analogized to the position of the vews vendor, lending library
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or book dcaler,

The defendants also argued that the verdict was excessive and
that therefore a new trial should be granted on all issues or that
at least as to damages or in the alternative the court should ex-
ercise its power to order a remittitur which, if not accepted by
the plaintiff would lead to a new trial on damages énly.

The motions for a new trial and for a judgment n.o.v. were

denied,
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APPENDIX D

"Pregnant High School Girls Want Picture in Yearbook"
g
The Wichita Eagle, July 20, 1973
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THE WICHITA EAGLE, July 20, 1973, p. 1

Pregnant High School Girls
Want Picture in Yearbook

Special to The Eagle

CLEO SPRINGS, Okla. —
The FFA and senior class
queens at Aline-Cloo Springs
High School have filed suit to
prevent publication of the
school’s 1973 yearbook until
their pictures are included.

The young graduates, Mrs.
Becky Rogers Wallace and
Miss Kathy Kingcade, Cleo
Springs, contend their
pictures are being omitied
because they became
pregnant during the school
year,

Their petition, filed in U.S.

District  Court, Oklahoma
City, claims the denial of
publication of their pictures
to be an “‘arbitrary and
_unreasonable” decision by the
school board, that tne school
board had no written policies
in force and that their
constitutional right to

procedural due proctss was.

violated.

MISS  KINGADE, the
FFA queen, became pregnant
in February while DMurs.
Wallace, senior class gueen,
became pregnant in Janurary
_and  was married  in
February, They were ¢lected
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to their positions earlier in
the school year.

Their attorney, Jon Ford,
Enid, ©kla., said .Thursday
the girls were informed hy
letter May 9 that their
pictures were being omitted
ecause the board did not
condone marriage in high
school and because the girls
became pregnant.

“I don't understand their
reasoning. The girls certainly
have the right to marry and to
have children,” Ford said.

HE SAID THE board had
first considered expelling the
girls or depriving them of all
outside activities such as the
senior trip, but had decided
not to do so.

Ford said about 300 of the
500 voters in the district, & ~
consolidated area in southern
Alfalfa and northern Major
counties, had signed a peti-
tion disagreeing with the
school board's action and
asking them to reverse it.

Board President Bob Vore,
Cleo Springs, declined com-
ment on the maiter. School
Supt. Kenneth Blazier was
vacationing and could not be
reached.

_THE YEARBOOK, due in
September, was being
published by Josten's Amaori-
can Yearbook Uo., Caliiornia
defendant along with the
school hoard.

The girls argue that publica-
jon of the queen pictures is an
important legal right and that
it would be the only perman-
ent recognition of the honor.



APPENDIX E

Kathy Kingcade & Becky Robers Wallace v.
Aline-Cleo School District & Josten's/American Yearbook Co.

Summary as sent by Alan Sweetser, Sccretary and
General Counsel, American Yearbook Co.
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Kathy Kingcade & Becky Rogers Wallace
vs

Aline - Cleo School District & Josten’s American Yearbook Coi

1. How did the question arise?

Plaintiff Kathy Kingcade and Becky Rogers Wallace were elected
Que2an of Future Farmers of America & Senior Class Queeh respective-
ly. Both became pregnant during their reign. Due to these preg-
nancies the school board refused to put the girls® pictures in the
extra-curricular activity section of the yearbook. Plaintiffs

sued the schoolboard and Josten's American Yearbook Company .(AYC)

for money damages.,

2. What was the nature of the dispute?

That publication of the said pictures is an important and le-
gal right of the Plaintiffs protected by the United States Consti-
tution for the reason that the only permanent recognition and en-
Joyment of the Plaintiffs' extra curricular Queenship honors is
through the mublication of the Plaintiffs' pictures as Queens in
the 1972-73 yearbook.

That the Defendant School Board deprived both of the Plaintiffs
of their Constitutional right to procedural due process by refus-
ing to allow the said pictures to be published for the reason that
the said Defendant School District had not promulgated any rules
relating to restrictions of pictures in the School's Yearbook be-
cause of pregnancy or marriage.

That the Plaintiffs were deprived cf their right to equal pro-

tection under the law in that they were discriminated against - -



by being deprived of the right to fully participate in extra cur-
ricular activities without a just legal cause,

That the result of the Defendant School District's action
through its School Board is ic e¢ffectively deprive Plaintiffs of
the right to participate in.the School District's extra curricu-
lar activities, That sald deprivation of Plaintiffs rights under

this fact situation is unconstitutional and unjust for the reasons

stated above. ‘-

3. How was it resolved?

Case dismissed because of lack of Jurisdiction of the Court.
Court held no substantial Federal Constitutional question was in-
volved., Case dismissed without prejudiced to the rights of Plain-
tiffs to refile the case in State Court. No action has since

been taken.

173.



APPENDIX F

"Minority problems probed;"
Torrance News Torch, April 10, 1969

"Opinions Differ in Pueblo Area"
Torrance News Torch, April 10, 1969
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TORRANCE NEWS TORCH, Torrance, California,
March 7, 1969
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By BAKBARA MOFFITT
I vou can wrile me off as pe posnd 32 seven. by the time I'm 12 11 prove it to vou. ™
This, says Mrs Mane Totun. is the atitude of a great many Mexican American
vounzsters whu love i the Del Amo. or Pucblo. area of Torrance.

Mrs Tobin, an admunistrator for the chwrch-nperated ~Hesd Starl™ program in
the Pucblo, feels that meinbers of the Torrance community should shed their “holier
than thou " aftitudes and bupin trving to help therr Mexican-Amencan neiphbors

In a recent interview with the NEWS TORCIHL. Mis Tubin discussed her twelve
vears of acquamlance with I"ucblo residents, ker past year with Head Start, and her
proposals fer the improvement of the 83-vear-olé el Amo area

“Thore have alwavs been nepative aspects to Pucblo life.” claimed Mres. Tobin.
“Dope pushirg. vandalism. Somwe positive aspects are finzlly beginming to show
Mrs. Tobin cited the recent placing of street lights in the Pueblo. Until lust summer,
no lights kad ever hined the sectian’s sty cets,

Inactivits Charged

Why had the city waited so long before instalisng lights? ~The city isn’t sbout to
do anything it isn’t asked to.” explzined Mrs. Tobin. and the Mexican-Americans
had never o1 panized to ask for iniprevencnts. Some Pueblo residents have been here
for cighty vears. but until recently most of the peaple have been uneducated and
haven’l known how 1o ask for thinps.”” Mrs Tobin atiribetes much of the Pueblo's
progress to a newly-formed Pueblo Community Club. composed of Pueblo residents
who fought for the light installation,

Although Mrs. Tebin belicves that Pucblo community action is gaad. she also
feels that oulside help is needed “'to make 1t into something to be proud of.” The
success of the current Pucblo "Head Start™ program lor pre-schoeol youngsters is due
to the outside cormmunity help Mrs. Tobin speaks of. “"The famiies 1n the Puchlo area
often have too many perscnal problems lo be able lo devole any time to improving
their community.” Mrs Tobin stated.

- Provd Community
“But a lot of pcople have lhe preconceived notion that the people of this
community arc lazy.” Mrs. Tobin eriticized. “The Mexican-Americans delest
welfare. Many of the Pucblo women have thair babies at home because thev don'y
wan! to go to the countly huspital. The people feel out of their clement asking for
things.™
= Mrs. Tobin feels that the lot of the Pueblo resident is * just as bad if not worse
then the Watts black man. ™ At lcast the Blacks know what they want. The Mexican
American is less vocal. He feels less sure of himself in the Enghsh lanpuage t0o,” she
commented. :

Since the Mexican-American community doesn’t demand. Mrs. Tobin believes
that it is the while community’s responsibility to “give their all” for Pucblo
improvemenl.

lielp Needed

“High sehonl kids could do a lot. The Torrance Recrcatinon Department has begun
a Raturday baseball propram. They only have two helps, THS grads Alvin Sasuga and
Sue McGuire. They reed valunteers desperatly,” Mres. Tobun stated.

=Our Head Start krds would lave a little attention 1 thought the TS Christmas
projectin L A was preat. B was only 100 bad that e Pueblo proup did't ask vour help
too If high sehool voluntecrs could come down and helpus we wauld love 1t We wauld
even stay apen on sciwol holidays if that would make 1t easicr for vou,” Mrs. Tobin
oflered

“The main thing is lor people to start op.cning up their hearig.™

175.



o

C A

PR, g '.
. . 3 - Lo B

L@D &l TG ']

T e T e Tt

B e R e e St L Tt REE R L g

'iGH(If‘:t‘['n I: &-bis

Vol, 16 Ho. 9

P e e e kb

\‘\f\f\‘} l! \}[r»{“'
i\ ' 4]

WL e TR 2 e
L e TR ]

ot Vorearoz, wdi, GO0

ek e e T L T B e o PR, o
BT e PR RS L VRTINS T R Rl ket e W ¢

AT 19 P R

e

©Opi
U [

By JOSE 0. SOLORZANO
Latka Affzlrs Reporier

N

- As there were differcoces of
opinion about (he klexican-
American conumunity growing out
of the last issuc of the NIIWS-
TORCH, we decided to inlerview
students from the Pueblo area.

Raul Martinez, Slugpd Villegas,
Debbie Kvans, and Roza Chavez
agreed thdl the article concerning
the Pueblo cemmunity should
never have come out because,
they said, some of the things
writlen there were not true.

Bjif,[”]f [JJL, U’CEF‘

e LY m-‘uw'_“ﬂ T
!

v Puehle aroa.

They do not agree with Mrs
Tobin's statement “‘many of the
Pueblo women have their babies
at home;” they also said that they
never knew of any woman who
had not gune lo the hespita) lo
have her baby.

These students do not agree
with the statement, ‘‘until
last summer no lights had ever
lined the section’s streets.” They'
say there hiave been lights since a
long time ago. :

% A e el S s o g

They agree
communitics,,

thai as

in all'

they

have their
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_problemis:

the streets nced to be

repaired;

the young

people are

concerned and interested in the
¢ basevall field which is locked -
Sundays, so thal they caniiot use’

it It doesn't mmean that thoy ﬂonlt |

know “‘how lo & <;!. fur things."”

They say that it'is also not truc .

that -the - Mexican- Amcrlcan
detests vrcharc : . :

1
ce

My own pnnt nf view is ihat llie

Mexicos-American wants lo have ',

a better community but he deesn’t |
have equal opy ortunitios toda so

I 2lso noticed that they do n.n‘.
like to speal. mwch
themiselves, and it is prelally
beeause they aroe
Leing: tueutcd um’ | 1,1 oud thy .
arecuutious ol any siceeeer, o

dbdut Y

rlimost vaed to



APPENDIX G

"Main building's future unsure"
Torrance News Torch, January 26, 1970
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.29, Below is the January 26, 1970 article which the hearing

TORRANCE NEWS TORCH, Torrance, California

officer found was not submitted for prior rejiew:

- Meain building’s
fulure unsure

By JOSEPH SCHWARTZ
NEWS TORCH Stalf Writer

Now that Torrance High has a
new library and adjacent English
building, no one seems sure of
what to do with the old library and
main building.

Assistant principal Marcus
Caldwell is. in charge of a
committee of teachers,
administrators and one student —
Bart Lynn. They are lo decide
what the best use for the old
library is, and to determine what
the future is for the main building.

O

“THERE HAVE BEEN
suggestions to use the library as a
sort of lecture hall, or to use it to
show movies. Use as a study hall
has also been suggested,” say
committee members.

At present, the plan for the main

178.

building is to use it to house the
social science classes. But a

- controversy is building up on

whether or not the building should
be torn down and rebuilt or to
preserve the old California flavor

and renovate the inside.
* & &

THE ADMINISTRATION is
looking toward the future, when
better classroom facilities will be
needed. But many people dislike
the idea of having the oldest
building in Torrance torn down
and *‘turned into some cold, super-
modern building.”

A compromise would be to
medernize the outside and leave
the exterior basically as is, except
for repairs. But this would cost
just as much as it would if the
building were to be entirely
replaced, according to Mr,.
Caldwell.

PN Y et ——r e

S ———— g YR



APPENDIX H

"Coaching Shakeup: Boerger Out"
Torrance News Torch, October 6, 1969
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. APPENDIX 1

Jan Wiseman to Don Nicholson
September 17, 1973
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PRESIDENT
T. Jan Wiseman
503 Hillerest
DeKatb, IL. 60115

FIRST VICE PHESIDENT
Ted Tapma
Alhambea High School
101 S. Serond St
Alhambre, CA. 51801

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Ron Hayes
Lewiston Hluh School
9th and 12th Sts.
Lewiston, [D. 83501

SECRETARY
AMarion Anderson
Southk High School

3128 5. 12th St ¥

Sheboygan, W1, 53081

TREASURER
Sr. Rita Jeanne, FSPA
St. Rose Convent
912 Market St.
LaCrasse, WI. 54601

EXFCUTIVE SECRETARY
Elvood Karwand
Journaiism Department
Unriversity of Wisconsia
Eau Claire, WL 54701

PAST PRESIDENT
Bruce Minteer
Freeport Sr. High School
Locust end Moseley Sts,
Freeport, [L. 61032

Leading the way in scholastic journalism and media education |
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THE JOURNALISM EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

affiliated with AEJ, NSPA, NCTE, NEA and Quill & Scroll

September 17, 1973

Mr. Don Nicholson
3670 E. Marginal Way S.
Seattle, WA. 98134

Dear Mr. Nicholson:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which the national
officers of JEA asked me to write for possible use
in your court case against the Torrance (CA.) school
board, the former superintendent and former principal.

Unfortunately, JEA doesn't have funds at this time to
enter the case as a friend of the court. However, as

a result of this case, the JEA officers have voted to
establish a press freedam fund with a token funding
this year and to cammit ourselves to full support of
that fund starting with the 1974-75 fiscal year. It
is anticipated that this will be possible as the result
of an intensive membership and fund-raising drive th.ch

is now underway.

If I can be of further assistance, please write.

182.
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PRESIDENT
T. Jan Wi.eman
803 Hillerest
Dekaib, IL, 61115

FIRST VICE PLLSIDENT
Ted Tzjiina
Athammbia High School
101 3. Second 5t.
Alhambn, CA. 91801

SECOXND VICE PRESIDENT
Ron Hayes .
Lewiston High Scheol
9th and 12th Sts,
Lewiston, ID. 83501

SECRETARY
Marion Anderson
South High School
3128 5. 12th St
Sheboygaa, W1, 53031

TREASURER
Sr. Rita Jeanne, FSPA
SL. Rese Convent
912 Marker St
LaCrosse, \W1. 54501

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Elwood Karvand
Jourazlism Department
Univerity of Wiscoasln
Eau Clairs, W1, 54501

PAST PRESIDENT
Bruce Minteer
Freepuoct Se. High School
Locusi and Mosaley Sts.
Freepor:, IL. €1032
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Leading the way in scholastic journalism and media education |

THE JOURNALISM EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

affiliated with AEJ, NSPA, NCTE, NEA and Quill & Scroll

September 17, 1973

Mr. Don Nicholson
3670 E. Marginal Way S.
Seattle, WA 98134

Dear Mr. Nicholson:

+

The officers of the Journalism Education Association have
reviewed the pertinent facts of your court case against the
Torrance (CA.) school board, the former superintendent and
the former principal. They have directed me to make the
following response concerning freedom of the high school
press and the responsibilities of professional journalism
educators in the nation's secondary schools.

The keystone to a democracy is its provision for government
by the people. This is expressed at the ballot box. However,
this simple and yet essential concept would become a sham
without an adequate airing of the truth upon which the people
can make the most essential decisions of a democracy. It is
because of this that freedom of the press (or any other
Constitutional guarantee) cannot be an abstract concept which
is memorized by high school civics classes, but rather it must
be lived and fought for in the educational world as well.

Truth sometimes is not pleasant. It may hurt a person's
reputation. It may make us sick at heart. But it must be
found and reported to the public, and this certainly includes
students. For some persons, it may be more camfortable to
live.in a fantasy world in which nothing is bad ard no one
suffers. But ignoring a problem does nothing to solve it.

It is up to the press (including the scholastic press) to
make this problems known so that they may be solved and so
that we will eventually have a better world in which to

live.

The professional journalism educator is trained in good
journalistic practices as well as how best to pass this
understanding of journalism, reporting and the democratic
process along to his students. - He is aware that a simple
test, such as the four-way Rotary test, does not help the
press fulfill its democratic mission and that it would greatly
mislead the students in their search for the truth.
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Mr. Don Nicholson - page 2

There certainly is a place for the review and critique of all teachers.
However, when the review takes place, it should be done by a person
qualified in the area of jowrnalistic education in the case involving
you. It should not be done by a person who does not have the camnpetency
in either professional journalism or journalism education.

JEA's Cammission on Adviser-Administrator Relations, under the chairmanship
of Mrs. Paula Simons of Wichita, Kansas, drew up a statement on freedam of
the high school press after much deliberation and study. That statement was
adopted by JEA members at their annual convention in Chicago in November 1972.
The following are excerpts which deal with facts represented in your case.

"Suppression and censorship of news coverage and editorial opinion violates
the Constitution and traditional guarantees of freedam of exprassion, press
and mqm.’cy The scholastic press is the marketplace of ideas. Curtailing
expression will limit the academic freedam of the instructor to teach the
students to operate under the Constitutional guarantees of freedam..."

»...a scholastic publication shall serve as a training ground, not only for
those students who may be progressing into the field of journalism after high
school graduation, but also for all students so involved in the school press,
as a means of teaching them to function in a democracy where they understand
the importance of a free press in a free society." No student can learn this
function when the truth is suppressed because it may not build good will.

", ..With freedam of expression, inherent journalistic responsibility shall be
paramount, thus the functions of a democratic press—to inform, to educate,

to entertain, to investigate, and to interpret-—-shall predaminate. To insure
understanding of the responsibility which is incorporated with such freedam,

a professionally trained adviser should be provided to teach journalistic
performance in 1) accurate and impartial news coverage, 2) carplete, in-depth
reporting in features, 3) well-researched, factual information supporting
opinion in editorials, 4) a sound and ehtical financial program, especially
through the advertisements published, and 5) complete and meaningful
photographic coverage of the school and its many programs.”

I hope that this letter will serve to clarify the stand of the officers

and menbers of the Journalism Education Association, a professional association
of journalism educators, on the subject of press freedom and journalism
education on the secondary level.

It is our belief that the school has an cbligation to teach and to demonstrate
the function of mass media in improving our society. To do this, the school
should hire a professional journalism educator and then give him the freedom
and responsibility of teaching. Any interference by non-professionals in this
field, using non-professional methods, would be interpreted by the JEA as an
attempt to infringe upon the scholastic freedom of the press.
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APPENDIX J

"My Reply" -- Scoville v. Board of Education
of Joliet Township High School District 204
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Article as taken from Scoville v. Eoard of Iducation of Joliet Townchip

High School Distriet 204, 425 F. 2d, page 15=16.

MY ﬁEPLY

Recently, we students at Joliet Central were subjecfcd to a pamphlet
called "Bits of Steel," This occurrcnce took place a few weeks before the
Christmas vacation, The reason why I have noi expressed my opinions on
this pamphlet before now is simple: being familiar with the J-HI Journal
at Central, I knew that they would not print my views on the subject.

In my critique of this pamphlet I shall try to follow the same!
order in which the articles were presented.

The pamphlet started with a message from the principal, David Ross.
This is logical because the entire pamphlet is supposed to be "The Principal's
Report to Parents." 1In this article Ross states why the pamphlet was put
out and the purpose it is supposed to accomplish, namely, the improvement of
commmnication between parents and administration. He has to be kidding. Surely,
he realizes that a great majority of these pamphlets are throwq away by the
students, and in this case that is how it should have been. I urge all
students in the fubture to either refuse to accept or destroy upon acceptance
all propaganda that Central's administration publishes.

The second article told about the Human Relations committee which
we have here at Central. It told why the committee was assembled and
what its purpose is. It also listed the members of the committee who
attend school here at Central, All-in-all this was probably the btest article
in the whole pamphlet, but never ear, the administration defeated its own
purpose in the next article which was a racial breakdown of the Central campus.
As far as I could see this article served no practical purpose. DBy any
chance did the administration feel that such a breakdown would improve
racial relationa? I think not. Thisaticle had such statements as: Spanish

Anerican students were included with the white students. .
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Appendix  , My Reply Page 2

Well, wacn't that nice of the administration., In other words, the only
difference noted was whether the student was white or Negro.

This was followed by an article called "Did you lmow?" This
was, supposedly, to inform the parents of certain activities., Intertwined
throughout it were numerous rules that the parents were to see their children
obeyed. Quite ridiculous.

Next came an article on attendance. There's not much I can say about
this one. It simply told the haggard parents the utterly idiotic and asinine
procedure that they must go through to assure that their children will be
excused for their absences.

Questions from the parents was the next in the line of articles.

This consisted of a set of three questions written by the administration and
then answered by the administraiion. The first cuestion was designed to inform
the reader about the background of the new superintendent. The second was
about the paperbacks which wére placed in the dean's office. They state that
the books were put there "so that your sons and daughters may read while

they wait., The hope is that no moment for learning will be lost." Boy,

this is a laugh. Our whole system of education with all its arbitrary rules
end schedules seems dedicated t¢ nothing but wasting time, The last question
concerned the Wednesday Que-ins. It was followed.by a quote: "Sometimes we,
parents and schoolmen must seem cruel in order to be kind to the children
placed in our care." Do you think that the administration is trying to

tell us something about the true p&u@ose of the Wednesday Que-ins?

The next gem we came across was from our beloved senior dean., Our
senior dean seems to feel that the only duty of a dean or parent is to be the
administrator of some type of punishment. A dean should help or try to
understand a student instead of merely punishing him., Our senior dean makes

several interesting statements such as, "Proper attitudes must be a part of our
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Appendix , My Reply Page 3

lives and the lives of our children.” I believe that a person should be allowed
to mold his own attitudes toward life, as long as they are not radically anti-
social, without extensive interference from persons on the outside, especially
those who are unqualified in such fields., Another interesting statement that
he makes is "Therefore let us not cheat our children, our precious gifts from
God, by neglecting to discipline them!" It is my opinion that a statement
such as this is the nroduct of a sick mind. Our senior dean because

of his position of authority over a large group of young adults poses a threat
to our community. Should a mind whose only thought revolves around an act

of discipline be allowed to exert influence over the young minds of our
commnity? I think not. I would urge the Board of Education to request

that this dean amend his thinking or resign. The man in the dean's position
must be qualified to the extent tnat his concern is to help the students
rather than discipline or punish them.

This pamphlet also contained an article from the freshman dean. I should
like to say that Dean Eﬁgers, in his article, shows a great deal of promise.

He appears to be genuinely interested in the problems of the students entrusted
to hims, A1l I can say to him is to keep up the good work,

The last thing of any interest in the pamphlet was about the despicable
and disgusting detention policy at Central. I think most students feel the
same way as I about this policy. Therefore I will not even go into it,

In the whole pamphlet I could see only one really bright side. We
were not subjected to an article written by Mr. Diekelman,

Senior Editor
Grass High
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AFPENDIX K
MTeachzrs [sic] Says Scheol Newsnpopers Censgored”
Tovember 11, 1973

"Removing Principals from Censorship”
April 18, 1974

Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, California
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» perleet jud maoni, Sore instructors, too, may hold'  the hoard to leave absoluté control in the hiands pf

+ Jareas cowntir 1o sihat administrators feel Is proper the principals. The instructors and their stacoats
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;out a more l.umal interpretation on censors hip. a morc [lexibie arhitration procedure poussibly sitnle
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701 Crestline
\viehita, Kansas 67212
[Hovemoer 2, 1973

.

Dear Journalism Adviser:

As hizh school students become more aware of tieir rigats and responsibilities, new styles of writing and reporting
are emerging in e nigi school press,

For tie past 13 years | have been t:aching high school journalism. During this time | have read articles ranging
~ from tnose whose only purposes werz to promote school spirit or boost tie morale of tae football tzam to in-
deptn studies on runaways or on the increased use of the 3ill among tecnagers,

As journalism teachers we guide those wiiose writings cen be read Ly evoryone involved wita the scizool system.
Often much is at stakz if an articie offends readers wiho quickly voice opinions to the administration,

How many of us have been reluctant to allow publication of the so-called “cantroversial” article for fear of
reprisals from thw auministrator, board or community? How often have we squelched a student’s investigation
before the story even materizlized. Or how often have we put our jobs on the line and allowed publication
of an article we new would offend a certain segment of the reading community.

To investigate and promote understanding cf thase various aspects, | nave chosan to do my masters thesis on

the status of editorial freedom in high schools in tie United States. iu:y study will involva znalyzing replies

frem the adviser, tha aaministrator and the newsoager and yearzook editors in 300 high schools across the nation.
To have a valid recort, | will definitaly nesd replies from ezcn of the individuzls in eachi schiool to witich | am
mailing the questionnaires. '

Therefore, won't you pleass tal2 a few minutes of your time to fill in the enclosed questionnaire, place it in the
stamped-self-addressed envelcpe and drop it in the mail at your carliest opportunity? Your reply, analyzed with
others on a nativnal “asis, will sarve as a guide to fellow advisers. Furthermore, it will provide in-depth information
for administrators in evaluating the journalism programs in their hiyh schools.

| leave you an option to ramain anonymous, so if you fear publication of your name in tl}is study will affect
your standing in the school, you may checi: tue blank on the final page of the questionnaire, However, | would
like to use as many names as possible to srovide more validity to the study.

Aiso, on the final page, | request three names~the name of your school attorney {if one has been emyloyed by
your school system); the name of a relicble community member wio might comment on the effect of the ]
community on tie nigh schoal press; an, if you do not sponsor botih publications, the name of the secoqd adviser
from your school, As | receive tics: names and addresses, more questionnaires will be sent to these individuals

to make my study more completa,

Your help is greatly appreciated, Thank you for vour time and effort,

Sinceraly,

P -7,
e \'\f);w_&,c‘i;mw

{ irs.) Paulc Simons
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ADVISER'S REPLY FOR STUDY Onl THE STATUS OF EDITORIAL FREEDOw: IV U, S, HIGH SCHOOLS

(Nama of Flespondo;t) (Nama of S_c-s;:)ail

(Address of School) {City, State, Zip)

1. Sciwol enrolliment, (Please checik one)

a ———— up to 300 f, ————— 1,501 — 2,000
b, ————— 301 — 500 ' 3. ————— 2,001 - 2,500
¢, ————— 501 - BCO h, ————— 2501 — 3,000
d. ———— 801 - 1,000 i ———— Abhove 3,000
g, —=——-—— 1,001 — 1,500
2. Tiis hi-__ih sciool is a [plecse check one)
&, ———=—— two-year hiih school b, ————— three-year higa sciool c. ————= four-ycar school

3. Length of time a student can earoll in journalism in your school, (Please checit ane or explain}

a. ————— no enrcliment; journalism is an e, ————— two years
extra-curricular activity
b, ———— mini courses only ' f. ————— three years
¢, —————0ne szmester only g. ————— none of the above apply {please explain)
U, —————0na ycar

4. How many credit hours to ycu hold in journalism?

a. ————— none f. ————— twelve

b, —=———— two _ g. ————— fifteen

c. ———=—— three N, —==———— eiyhteen

d. six i, ————— twanty — twenty-six

e. ———— npine j. ———— journalism major (specify degree)
————— bhachelors  ————=— masters

5. Are the newspaper and yearbook advised by the same person?
a, -

yes h, —————i0

6. If “NO” is coeckad for :lumber 5, sleass chech: whicih you advise end from here on, answer only those
questions waich apply to your gputlicstion,
a ———— newspaner i 9. ————— yearbook
1. If you advise the yearLook, please answer the following.

a. Is the yearbool: tauynt in tae classroom?

a, ————— yos D, —=———— no

b. If "YES"” is checked, approximat.ly how many hours per week does the staff work outside the class aour?

c. Hf “"NO" is checked, oloese specify method(s) used to orjanize the staff and »erform nowspager work,
(If adsitional space is needed, please usa bac!: of sheet.)

e s e e e e e i o e — —_—

8. Is journalism the major arca in wnich you tcach?

a. —————— yes v, ————— no
9. If “HO" is checked for numbar 8, please check your major teaching area.

a, ————=— English €. ————— Art

b, ————— Businuss 1. ==——— Other (slcase specify)
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Adviser's Reply Page 2

10.

1.

12

13.

Check the facilities avaitable in your school for the journalism staff{s).

———— typewriters {jive number)
cameras (yive number)
—=——e darkroom

layout tables {cive number)

————— light tables (vive number)
————— T square

iBi} composer or similar machine
————— other (please specify)

|

ra me
i

Would you say the Journalism Department is

8. ————- adequately cqui.ped b. — poorly equipped
If “POORLY EQUIPPED" is checl:ed, please explain why more equipment is not secured for your department.

(if more space is necessary, please use back of page.)
Check the printing method(s) which are applicable to your publication(s).

4. ~———— gpirit duplicator e. ———— combination of offsat and letterpress
b, =e——=— mimeograph
c. ——— letterpress
d, ————— offset

~————  commercial printer
school printing class
other, please specify

|

=
i

Check the methad(s) used for financing your publicationds).
a. sales c. ———— activity tickat
b. - advertising ) d. —=———— school board financed
g, ————— money-making projects {pleasz list types; use back of nage if necessary)

14,

15.

16.

17.

Check those situations wihich apply to your schoel. Ve have

3, =——— complete freedom of the press 2, ————=— freedom on any controversial item if the
. article is cleared by the principal prior to putlication
freedom on those issues which do f. ——

b. - freedom on anything that does not criticize
not criticize administrative decisions a club, class or teacher

¢ - freedom on those issues which do g =———— other, please specify
not point out school problems.

d. freedom only if thorough proof

is used to back the story
Have any specific topics been avoided in your school paper?
8. ————— y&s b. ————— no
If ““YES” is checked, please explain the subject avoided and why it was avoided. {Use bacl if necessary)

Have any specific topics been avoided in your yearbook?
a, ———— yes b, ==——no
If “YES” is checked, plaase explain the topic avoided and why it was avoided. {Use back if necessary)

If both/either of the answers to Numoers 15 and/or 16 were “NO" please skip to MNumber 18. {f YES”
please answer the following.

Does pressurz to avoid thzse topics come from (citecl: those which apply)

a. ————— personal convictions g8, ————— school board precautions
b, ————— personal fear of your jou being f. ——-——— faculty concerns about too much student
at stalze, freedom of the press.
¢. ————— religious convictions in the. g. ————— student interest arsas
community.
d ———— administrative pressures N, ————— other, plcase specify
- {
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Adviser's Reply Pae 3

15, Is your production limited oy (check tnose which apply)

8. —————lacit of class time or in-school sessions allotted in your schedule
b, ————— lacl of financial supvort '
¢. ———— student pressure from extra-curricular activities
d. ————— lack of transyuortation for students who stay after school hours
) e. ———— lack of student interest in the niewssaper
f. ————— lack of student interest in the yearbook
9. ————— former bad experiences with the news aper {please explain; use hack of paje if necessary)
. ————— former bad experiences with the yearbook (please ex;lain; use back of paze if necessary)
i, ————— otiter, please spccify

19. Would you classify facuity cooperation and attitude toward the school publications as
a8 ————— excellent €. =———— fair
b. ———— cood d. ————— poor

20. Please check any of the following which acply 1o your administrator.

a3, ———— reads all copy before the paper is h, ———— clears any yearbook picturss and copy

printed zeplying to the administration

b. ————— reads some copy befora the paper i. ————— clears any yearbook pictures and copy
is printed applying to controversial issues

€. ————— reads editorials before the newspaper j. ————— requests that any yearbooi: statement about
is printad a faculty member or administretor be cleared with

tiat member

d. ————— reacs letters to the editor befare k. ————— openly consults with journalists about
the nawspa.er is printea school pratlems

6. ————— reacs only cony tal en to him by [, ———— witivholds studant reporters _from a:ftcnding
the adviser meetings where school j.roblems are discussza

f. ——— filters nzws to the students so that m. ———— definitely upholds school journalism
the entire story of, for example, resignations, s ]
axpulsions ate. is not printed n. ————— considers journalism a steg-child to English

g. ————— witiolds information about 0. ————— is skeptical of student writers

resignations etc.

p. If you wish to edd a gencral comment about sdministrative attitude
toward journalism, please do so. (use back of page if necessary)

2i. Have you witnheld a student’s zarticlz or picture from publication?
a, ————— vyes b. ——— no
If "YES" is checked, please state the topic of the item and explain why it was withheld.

22, The newspaper's i-o¥icy on letters to the editor is that (check those which apply)

4. ————— all must be signed e. —— the adviser and editor make the decision

b, ———— taey must be sicaed but the name f. ————— other, please specify
nced not ke ublished

€. ————— the editor malies tha final decision _—
an wnat to run, ==

d. ————— tlie sdviser makes the final decision on
waat to run

Y/ouli vou ulease send your editorial_policies if they are avialable. |f not, could you pleasa briefly state
tie policies ‘on tae bizcl of uiis page?
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Adviser's Reply I DO \ISH TO RE AL AMONYFIOUS ————— Page 4

23. Please check those items which apply to your situation, If each applies, rank as 1 and 2 to indicata which
is more important,

(23-a} Doas your schaol peper

a. ————— publish items which influance b, ————— publish items which follow the previously
student opinion established student cpinion
{23-b) Does your yearbook
3. —————publish all incidents which €. ———— publisiy only those incidents whicn helped
occurred whatier they were good or bad the school

b, ————— puhlish predominantly the
good, but mention adverse incidents

24. Has any article published in your newspaper or ycarnook resulted in rebellion or ongasition?

A, ———— yas » D, ————— 1o

It “YES" is checked, pleass check which of the following resented the publication of tha article,
a. ————— the administration d. ————— the student body

b. ————— the school board e, ————— the community

€. ————— tie faculty f. ————— an individual

g. other, please specify

If any of the above apply, please use tae back of this paye to explzin the action that was taken after the
article was published and clarify the outcoms of that action as it rerarded the standing of your publication.

{I would apnraciate your sending the article or paotostating tha itzm from the yearboolk. If additional

expenses are incurred for postage or cost of maling copies, | wili be hanpy to reimburse you, This section
of the guestionnaire could be of great helg on the overall analysis, so nlease cend any article you can.)

25. Approximately how many class hours are devoted to actual instruction in law andtthe press? (please check one)

a, ———=—— noneg g. ———— four
b. ————— one f. ———— five
€, ———— two d ————— six
d. ———— three N ————— other, please specify

26, If “NONE" is checked for Number 25, skip to Number 27. Otherwise, please check any of the following which
apply. To teach law and the press | use

8. ————— lectures d. ————— guest speakers
b, ————— text book e. ————— magazine articles
C. ———— film f, ————— tests

g. Other, plcase specify

27. |s there a board of publications in your school?

yes . b. -————no

If “YES" is checked, could you please send tive board policies if they are available? | will reimburse you for
extra postage cost,

28. Have stories appecred in your school newspaper during the past year which would not have apgeared two
years ago?

8, ————— yes o, - no
If “YES" is checkad, would you please use the bac of this page to explain types of articles and if possible
send thz articles?

29. Have items (copy or pictures] appeared in your yearbook during the past year which whoud not havs appeared
two years ayo?

a, ———— yes b, ————— no
It “YES" is citecked, would you please use th.a back of the pzge to explain the type of item which appeared?

30. Please furnish the name of a community member whom | can contact regarding community standards as
they reqard school publications.

Name Addrecs

Pleasz furnisiv the name of your school! attorney is one has teen hired for your system.

Name = ——  Addross

Please staty name of newspaper —_ - - yearbook THA‘!‘\IK YOul



701 Crestline
Vichita, Kansas 67212
November 2, 1973

Dear Student Editor:

As more and more demands are being made for freedom of the press in high school publications, you, as the
ediitor may be caught betwean the students who are depending upon you to exercise this freedom and tihe adviser
cr administrator wino remind you of your responsibility as editor. Certzinly freedom cannot exist without
responsibility and vice versa, but how can high school editors assure that thair publication will uniiold the standards
of the professional press and will provide a peaceful sounding board for tie readers?

To analyze the situation of tive hith school press, 1 have chosen to do my masters thesis on current practices in
high school journalism. However, to carry through this analysis, | need your help.

Won't you please fill out tae enclosed questionnaire, place it in the stamped, self-addressed envelope and mail it at
your earliest opportunity? Your reply may well serve as 28 guide to many student cditors, advisors and administrators
across the nation.

You will notice that two questionnaires are enclosed. Vill you ;slzase give one to the yearbook editor along with
this letter of explanation, and then both of you can return the questionnaires in the same envelope. iy study
involves both publications, so it is important that both the newspaper and vearbool: &ditors be heard.

Beyond seeking replies from student editors, | am also asking for responses from administrators and advisers in each
of the 300 schools included on this survey. To have a valid report, | will definitely need repliss from each area——
editors, advisers and administrators. Tierefore, your returning the questionnaire is most important to authenticate
my report.

| do feave you an ogtion to remain anonymous, so if you'd rather not nave your name used in the final report,
vou may check the blank provided in the questionnaire. However, | would like to use as many names as possible
to provide more validity to the study.

Your time and effort are certainly appreciated.

Sincerely,
c -
//%@{;_ Ol fria
{irs.) Paula Simons
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EDITOR'S REPLY FOR THE STUOY

Ol THE STATUS OF EDITORIAL FREEDO:: IN U. S.  HIGH SCHOOLS

(Name of student editor)

{Mume of school}

(Newspaper or Yzarbool:)

(Address of School)

(Name of zullicstion)

1. Scinool cnrollment (Please chieck one)

a. ————— up to 330
b, ———— 301 - 5090
€. ————— 501 - 8C0

2. This is a {Please checl: one)

a. ——-—-= two-yezcr hizh school

d. ————— 001 - 1,000 3 ———— 2,001 - 2,500
S 1,001 - 1,530 1 R— 2,501 - 3,000
f. ———— 1,501 - 2,000 . ———— Above 3,000
D, ————— tres-year iigh school ¢, ———~ four-year school

3. As editor of your school paper, what is your role? {Check any whicn apply)

8. ————— 2dit all copy f. ————— assign stories

b, ————— edit some copy g. ———— maintain unity among the staff

c. ———— determine what will and what will . ==——— assign and selzct shotograpas
not be printes :

d. ————— see tist covercue is given to all i —— see tinat coverage is given to a variety of
departments students

g ———— maintain a working relationsnip with  j. ————— other, please specify (use ack if needed)

the administration and faculty

4. Does the newspaper provide an actual and full account of events and occurrencas in the school? (For examols,
is “inside” information published onnon-functioning cluus, resiynations, scliool ugrizings, teacher strikes stc.)

& ————— vyos

b. ————— no

If O™ is checked, please axplain wirat occurrencss are not covered and why not. (Use back if necassary)
If "YES” is checkad, mova to the naxt question.

. As editor of your school yezrbook, what is your role? (Please check 2ny whica apply)

a, ————— detarming the theme

b, ————— plan dummy layouts

€. ———— determine yearvook style
d, ——— edit all copy

8 ———— assign pictures

f. ———— keep unity on the staff

6. Does tiic yearvook yrovide an actual and full

A ———— selcct pictures
N, ————— copyreac finul pages

complete worl: not done by staffers
read all proof sent bacl: from the plant

i, ———— maintain a worliing relationship with
administration and faculty

other, please specify (use cack if needed)

account of events and occurrences during tae school year?

(For example, uo you cover teachers’ strilces, school uprisings, non-functioning clubs -etc.)

yes

If “MO™ is checized, please use the baciz

and wiy the events are not covered?

no

of this paje to explain items wnich are left out of the yearbook
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Editor's Reply Page 2
7. Do you think that news about decisions on school policios, teachers' resignations etc, is {coeck one)

4, ——— filtered news . =—=—=—— a full, trutaful account

8. \/hat items are considerad controversial in your school?

9. Do you feel restricted in publishing controversial material?
8, =———— ves b, ====—— no

10. If "YES" is checked for iJumbar O, glease checlc any of the following areas wiere restrictions lie.

8. ————— adviser's standcrds €. =————— community standards d, ———— administrator’s
b. —=——— school board standards standards
) e, ————- other, pluase spacify ——————— e
11. How is tize editorial policy of your publication determined?
3, ————m— solely by tiac student journalists d, ————— by the school administrator
h. -————— by the students witn adviser’s nelp B, ————— by tnc adviser and zdministrator
¢. ————— by tie faculty adviser f, ———— otaer, please specify

Please egglose a copy of your editorial policies, or if you have no written policies, will you pless2 summariz2
the policies of your publication or the bacik of this paye.

12. Are you satisfied wity your publication as it stands?

a ———— yas b, ————— no

13. 1f “NO™ is chacked for Mumber 12, please cieck any of the folfowing which explain your dissatisfaction.

4, ————- it is too rastricted in topics coversd e, ————— there is a lack of interest among taz students’
D, ———— tiere is administrative censroship f. ————— there is lack of support from the foculty

€. ——-—— there is faculty censorsnip 3. ————— our facilitics are inadéquate

d ——— tae reportars tend 1o publicize only N, ————— other, slzase specify

certsin Jroups

14. Hava any items been publisnec in the past year which have caused upset or contraversy?
a ———— yes b, ————— o

If “YES" is checked, will you plcase send the itzm [if it involves the yearboolk, please sand the ook or
photostat the page} and explaia the reason for the controversy and the outcome of tag dissention,

{I will be happy to return any itams sent or to reimburse you for jostage if necessary)

15. Recent court rulings on the professional press have awelled on tae “shield law'™ or revelation of a reporter’s
sources. Have you faced this &ind of problem in tiat names could not bz revealad in .ruy stories, articles
on runaways etc.?

a ———— yas b, =———— no

15, If “YES" is checked, please explein the toric of the articlz iavolved, explain if it was printed and expluin the
rzaction to tie article. For example, did anyons guestion the roporter's sources etc.?  (use tire back of this
pace for your answer)

17. In your opinion, witat should be the role of a high school newszazer?  (Use back of page if necessary)

18. In your opinion, what should ba ti.e role of a hi ;h seiool yearLoo!:? {Use baclk of page if necessary)

19. Do you understand the laws as they involve tle high school press?e. ————— yes b, ————— no
0., ——————— | do wish to remain anonymous in your stu v ————— ¥Ynu may use my name
THANK YQU!
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701 Crastline

Sicaita, Kansas 67212
Movaeimoer 2, 1973

Dear Hign School Principal:

Vith awareness of nix school students extunding beyonu the election of the homecoming guesn, mock science
exgerimants and ciizerleader tryouts, Ligh scacol journalists are attempting to report in-désth 0a areas wiic concemn
teir peers. As this type of regorting srogresses, . imoportant gasstion is wastiier tesnaaers are responsibla

enouyh to andle taeir puilications under t.ae same criteriz orantzd professional newspasars.

To analyze the current trands ia ta2 hija scaool press, 1 acve chosen to do my masters thesis on the groulams
and solutions coiicerning tue open reporting sousht by iigna sciiool journalists, Ualass full resansibility is couvled
witih tiiis journalism freedom, the hins schoodl press will Se in a precarious situation.

I am asizing your hely in tiis study and aualysis witich is Sein] done on & nation-wide cesis, ' ant you please
take a few minutes to answar tae enclosad questionnaire, place it in the stampad, self-acdressatt envelo ¢ and muail
it at your earlicst oapontunity?  Your recly, studicd with tihose of many of your colleaguszs, will sarva as a suide
for many administrators and advisers acrcss e nation.

iy study will ;lsa involve enalyzing rerlizs from cdvisers and student editors in cech of the 300 hign scrools
mclgdg:d on tais survey, To hava a valid ragort, | will definitzly nead replies from eaci--adviser, student and
administrator. Taerefore your returning tha questionnaire is most important to autaznticate my raport.

| do leave you an option to remain ananymous, sa if you'd ratihar rnat have your aant: used in te final report
you may checik tae plank provided in tae questionnairz, Howaver, | would like to use as many names as possizle
to provine morz validity to the study,

| will certainly ap.reciate your hols in tnis analysis,
Sincaraly,
/ ] s
[Dkle, D

{: Irs.) Paula Simons
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ADMINISTRATOR'S REPLY FOR STUDY OwW THE STATUS OF EDITORIAL FREEDO. } IN US. IIGH SCHOOLE

(Name of Respondent)

{Name nf Sciool)

(Address of School)

1. School enroliment {Pleasa check one)

(City, Siate, Zis)

a. —=—-——~ up to 300 d, ————— 801 - 1,000 g. =———— 2,001 - 2,500
b, ———— 301 - 500 8 ———— 1,001 - 1,500 h, ———=—= 2,501 - 3,000
€. ———— 501 - 2820 f. ——— 1,591 - 2,000 i. ————— Abaovz 3,000
2. This is a {please checl one)
3. ————— two-year hijh school b. ————— three-year hign school ¢ ————— four-year school
3. Vhere does t.ae final responsibility lie in story selection for the newspaper? (Please check ona)
a, ————— student aditor b. ~———— principal c. ————— adviser
d ——— aotuer, pleasa specify :
4. \Jhere does the final responsibility lie in picture anc content selection for the yearbook. (Please check one)
a, ————— student aditor €. ————— statf e, ———— ariicival
b. ———— saction editor G, ————— auviser
f. ———— Otner, .lease specify -
5. Would you classify your school newspaper as {checii any wiich apply to your situation)
8. ————— a medium to let tie student body know ¢ ———— an infurmation madium for the parents

what is hapjening in tie school

2 medium to give readers the “inside”
| »ak as school occurrances

b. ————— a medium t2 let tue student Lody learn 4, ————
of events of interast Geyond tae realim of the

scnool {exampls, drugs, rock concerts otc.)

B. Vlill you pleese list general topics you thin: should not b included in the school newsparer?

7. Do you raview all copy before the newspaper goes to ress?

1

yes .

110

8. 1f “NO" is checked for Humber 7, pleasa answar the following. it ‘YES" is citecked, skip to MumbGer 9.
Do you review (please cueck any wnich agaly)

8 ———— controversial cony 8 ———— letters to tie editor

b. ————— all editorials f. ————— anly copy on whicn the adviser wisnes
19 consult with you

c. ———— anly editorials waicn eriticize a ¢lub g. ————— no copy kLafore publication, raserving the

or class or a palicy of tae schnol rigat to comment after the paper is published

d. ————— only editarials which comment on R

_only editarials which comment on 1, ————— otner, pl.ase specify
community or schocl events :

8. Will you please list yeneral topics you tiin!: should not be included in tae scaool yeark:ook?

.
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Administrator’s Reply Paje 2

10. Do you review all copy andfor pictures before the yaurhook yoas to press?
a8, —=——— yC b, —~—— na
11, {f "NO" is checked for rlumber 10, please answer the following, If “YES” is checked, skip to Number 12,

Do you reviaw (please civeck those which apply)

a ———— the yearboox tnema - 8, ————— any controversial items included In the book

b, ————— the yearbook cowver f. ————— only those items on waich the adviser wishes
to consult withh you

c. ———— 3l administrative pictures and copy q. —-———— no part of tie yearboo':, rescrving the right
to comment after tae boolk is puklished

d. ———— all faculty pictures and copy h, ————— other, please specify

12. After you receive the puilisned paper, w.aich section do you read first. {Please check one)
d =

—  News £, ————— features
b, —————— editorials d, ————— sports

13. After you receive tie puulished yearbook, which section do you turn to first? (Please check one)
a3, =————— sports €.

————— cluis
b, ————— classes - f. ————— activities
€. ————— introductory pages 3. ————— acministration and faculty
d ——— advertising p, ————— essay sections

14. 7ill you please enumerate from one {1) on down those points you took into consideration wien you hired
your journalism adviser? {Thos2 which do not aagly may be laft blank.)

a, ————— numoer of years advising gutlications e. ————— nurnber of college hours in journalism

b. ————— background trzining in English f, ———— this was tae only teacher who nhad not baen
assigned sponsorsain of an activity

€. ————— interest voiced by the teacher g. ————— recommendations from those praviously
ecquainted witn the teacier

d. ————— background training in business 0. ————— other, uloase specify

15. How many cradit hours does your adviser hold in journalism?

3. —=———— nane d. ————— six h, ————— eiynteen

b. ————— two g, —————nine i. —~———— twenty -twenty-
six

C. ————— tiree f. ————— twelve jo ~=———— journalism major

t.achelors degree

————— masters degree

16. Have any items been nublished in the newspager or yeartiook within the past year waich caused adverse
reactions?
a8 ————— yes b, =-————no

If "YES" is checkad, please explzin the nature of the item, which publication carrizd the item, which

grm;p \n;as affected, and the outcome of the adverse reactions. {Please use back of page if more space is
needed,

17. ‘et do you sce as the majar role of school publications? {Please use baclt of page if necessary)

18. 1 do wisn to remain anonymous ———————  You may usi my name and school ————————

THANK YOW!
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701 Crestline
Wichita, Kansas 67212
February 26, 1974

Dear Legal Advisers:

I need your he]p-on my masters thesis, which concerns editorial freedom in
the high school press, both newspapers and yearboolks.

Questionnaires have been sent to advisers, administrators and student editors
in 300 high schools across the nation. Advisers returning questionnaires have
furnished the names of attorneys representing their school districts. I hope
information from you will provide additional substance for my study.

Will you please answer the enclosed questionnaire and return your reply in the
envelope furnished?

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

T b OF i

Paula Simons
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Questionnaire for Legal Advisers

Name Aldress

City, State, Zip

Schools represented

1. During the past three years, have you acted as a consultant for a journalism
instructor, administrator, school official or student concerning freedom
of the press? '

a. Yes b. No

2. If "yes," please explain the situation involved. {Use back of page if necessary)

3. If no incidents have occurred which directly involved your assistance, could
you cite specific policies and cases which illustrate freedom of the press
issues as they affect hizh school students?

4. Is there a specific policy established for in-school publications or distri-
bution of published materials in the school system you represent?

a, Yes b. Mo

5. If "yes," please send the policies or explain them.

6. Have these policies been reviewed by the Journalism Department and/or
administrators of any school in the district during the past three years?

(Jan. 1, 1971)

a. Yes b. No

7. Have these policies been revised since Jan. 1, 19717
a. Yes b. No

8. Please furnish what you would consider to be an ideal list of guidelines
for journalists to follow in producing a high school publication.
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701 Crestline
\lichita, Kansas 67212
February 26, 1974

Dear Community Member:

I need your help on my master's thesis, which concerns editorial freedom in
the high school press, both newspapers and yearbooks.

Questionnaires have been sent to advisers, administrators and student editors

in 300 high schools across the nation. Advisers were asked to furnish the

name of a community member who could furnish information regarding how the school
newspaper and yearbook affect the non-school reader. Your name was furnished by
the adviser in your local high school.

Will you please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire and
return it in the envelope furnished? Your reply, along with those from
citizens across the nation; will offer guidelines for journalism advisers,
student editorec and administrators, and will add breadth to my study.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

- ‘///’ %(,o(ﬁq/ f\,’}mw

(#rs.) Paula Simons ™~
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Questionnaire
VStatus of

Name

for community members:
Editorial Frecdom in the High School Press

Address

City, State,

School to which this reply reicrs

Zip

1. After reading the newspaper from this school, I feel that (please check those
which apply)

Ce

=

2. If "C s H lld,

Freedom is definitely given to the student writers since various
controversial issues arc reported in the paper.

The student writers have freedom as long as they do not directly
criticize the administration or school board.

Most controversial issues are probably cleared by the principal
prior to publication.

The student writers are given too many liberties in publishing and
are reporting on items which should not be covered in a school paper.

More freedom would be taken by the writers, but community standards
make them hesitant to take full press freedom.

" or "e" are checked, would you please explain or give examples to

clarify the points? (Please use the back of the page if necessary.)

3. After looking at this school's yearbook, I feel that (please check those which

apply)

de

b.

C.

d.

The student journalists tend to publish primarily the good of the
school year, with little reference being made to "bad" events.

The student journalists publish both the good and the bad incidents
which occurred during the school year.

The yearbook is mainly a history and record book for in-school
activities with little being mentioned about state or national events.

The yearbook is quite traditional with little evident change from
one year to the next,

4. Can you cite specific topics published in either the newspaper or the yearbhook
which caused differences with an individual, the administration, the school
board or the community? V/ill you please explain why exception was taken
to the article, npicture or cartoon?
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Community members' questionnaire Page 2

5.

Te

8.

What do you see as the basic difference in reporting as you compare the
newspaper and the yearbook? g

Would you classify the newspaper from the school to which you are referring
as (please check those which apply)

a, 4 public relations media for parents and commnity members

b. an open account of all incidents which ocecur in the school

¢. & media for in-school communications

d. a ublication which represents students who may be prospective
Journalists

e. a sounding board for the student body

Would you classify the yearbook from the school to which you are referring
as {please check those which applyl

a. a public relations media for parents and community members

b. an open and complete account of incidents important to the students
during that school year

¢. &a publication which represents students who may be prospective
Journalists or photographers

d. 2a school-centered report of the year

e, &a record of school activities, national and local events which
affected the students during that school year,

If you wish to add additional information concerning the background of
journalism in the school or wish to explain community, school board or

administrative standards which effect publications, please use the space
below to provide me with this additional information.

Thank you,
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APPENDIX M

Reminder Letter and Post Card
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701 Crestline
Wichita, Kansas-67212
February 26, 1974

Dear Jourpalism Adviser:

Tn November of 1973 I sent to you a letter and questionnaire concerning the
Status of LEditorial Freedom in the High School Press. As of this time
I have not received your reply.

Your help is so important at this time. I understand how very busy you are in
advising publications, but unless I have your questionnaire to use along with
the other replies from your school, my study is not complete,

Earlier I sent you a stamped, self-addressed envelope,which I hope you still
have, However, I am sending the questionnaire again to remind you of the item
to which I am referring,

I am sorry to trouble you, but the importance of this study to so many advisers
and administrators across the emphasizes the need for me to send this second
request so that I can more accurately tabulate the results. Furthermore,

the time and money invested in the struggle toward a masters degree makes it

so important that my investment be profitable.

Won't you please help me?

Sincerely,

“’;;7i;LLL£Z£Jq::g;;”197ky

(tirs.) Paula Simons
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Poot Card sent as a reminder on December 10,

JUST A RENMINDER:
On November 2 I sent to you a questionnaire concern-

ing the status of editorial freedom in the high school
press. As of yet I have not received your reply.
Von't you please take some time from your busy
schedule to fill out the form and returm it in the
stamped,self-addressed envelope? The tabulation
ofthis study could help so man& people, plus you
would greatly aid me in my-masters thesis work.
Sincerely,

Paula R, Sirons
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APPENDIX N

Letter and Post Card to Establish Interview Dates
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701 Crestline
Vichita, Kansas 67212
September 30, 1973

Mr, Harold VoPat
Princinal

Salina South High School
730 E. Magnolia

Salina, Kansas 67401

Dear Sir:

JJith awareness of high school students extending beyond the
election of the homecoming queen, mock <cience experiments

and cheerleader tryouts, hich school journalists are at eunpting
to report in depth on items which concern their peers. As this
tvpe of renerting progresses, an important -uestion is whether
teenagers are responsible enough to handle their public tions
under the same criteria granted professional newspapers.

To analyze the current trends in the high school nress, I have
chosen to do my masters thesis on the prcbloms and solutions
concerning the o~en reporting sought by high school journalists.
Unless full responsibility is coupled with this journalism
frenodon, the high schorl nress will be in & precarious situation.

I am osking your help in this study and analysis which is being done
on a nation wide basis. Jould it be possible for you to take a few
minutes of your time on Octobe~ 8 to visit with me regording the
status of editerial freedom in the high school nress? 1 tould

be able to meet wiih you at 11:30 a.m., an¢ will take only about

15 or 20 minu es of your tine.

3ince ny study involves -interviews with :dvisers also, I am sending
a letter to your jourralism teacher requesting an inte-view on

that same day. The time given by each of you could be invaluable

to other adninistrators and advise~s across the nation as they
. read the analysis of my study.

A post card is enclosed for your reply regarding the convermience
of the 11:30 a.m. time. 7Thank you,

sincerely,

Paula 3Simons
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Yes, I can meet witn you at 11:30 »sm. on

Cet. 8. B s

o, I cannot meet with you at 11:30 a.m., but

2 time wculd be better

General corrents: \

'I_J ’
) 4 > T~
r.”zrold Vonat
2lina South ;
_..-/

N\
5

ﬂ\h
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APPENDIX O

Editorial Policies
Ilustrative of Examples

Sent by Various Schools
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GOLDEN LINES, St, Pius X High School,
Atlanta, Georgia,
(Policy printed each September)
Editorial Poli
It is the feeling of this newspaper staff that editorials should serve the following purposes:
1) To lead, not necessarily to reflect, student thought.
2) To express the views of the editorial staff.
3) To deal with issues that are significant because of their relevance to this school and the
world.
~4) To recognize areas of positive achievement within the school community.
5) To point out problems in the schoo! and suggest corrections.
6) To stimulate thought.
In order to provide for maximum variety of viewpoint, a section of the editorial page is
altoted for letters from students, faculty, and parents. All letters will be published, and no
letter will be edited without the consent and cooperation of the person submitting the letter.

Letters should be submitted within three weeks of the previous paper. All letters must be
signed. - =
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LAKEWOOD HIGH TIMES, Lakewood High School
Lakewood, Ohio

POLICY STATEMENT

OUR PRINCIPAL GOAL us a newspaper is 1o provide un
informative and enjoyable product that will be of interest to
the majority of persons associated with Lakewood High School.

Personal attucks, as well as libelous and malicious material.
will - not be accepted or printed. Criticism will be given und
accepted only when valid suggestions for improvements are
offered.

The Editorial Board as o4 whole will be responsible  for
decisions made and opinions expressed and  never can une
member of this bourd be held separately responsible for those
decisions and opinions.

All mistakes brought to our attention will be acknowledged
by the Editorial Buard and, if so requested of and deemed
‘necessary by this board put into print.

Never will this paper subscribe to the special interest of an
individual or group, when in doing so it endangers our goals
and ideals in any way.

This paper is so structured that the only ac.eptable
censorship is our own and any other type can only be
construed as a means of describing our failure to achieve our

‘goals. ‘ \
8 '- %_.7 .”>

(e W»C“Ct Editorial Board
i.
\

September. 1973
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KEARNEY SENIOR HIGH, Kearney, Nebraska

m[w) w[m [w]w)(m]e] o.la[a]jnlal s mw (a]e) o]e) o= 5w o] wE) ol o] =) e el EwEE e
For better communications between KHS students and facully and the
communily of Kearney, it is the 1973-74 ECHO staff's editorial policy 1o
develop good academic and social understanding between these parties.
. The ECHO welcomes letters of constructive creticism, but only those
Ieﬂerscﬂﬁcalofpoucms.nolnuﬁﬂdualpeopw,wﬂlbepubnshed.

T maintain order and responsibility, all letters will be kept on file and
must be signed to be considered publishable. However, names may be
withheld at the writer's request.

Besides being a vent for criticisms, the Mailbox is a place to offer ideas
andsuggesﬁonsforthebEUennentofcurpaperandschooL

As students of journalism, we hope the ECHO receives your support.
([ [ (a]n; njn, s]e(a]s]wTe; ] 8]0 @) =] V10 ) a]n. v ]e)a]s) 6]s (v ]n: s a8 =) e[ ais) w60

SUNNYVALE HIGH SCHOOL, Sunnyvale, Califormia

| speak ouT

The SKYWRITER will
accept letters or

§ quest columns of any
length from inter-
ested individuals on

§ or off campus. For
quick and full pub-
lication, letters
should be limited to
10 inches, or about

8 200 words. The ed-
itors reserve the
right to edit for
taste, libel, space

or style. wubml
all letters to A-10.
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fayetteville @
‘"*::':::‘1:::3::,““ registerthif

Ed:lior...'.....;...............Pm)ﬂomr
Assoclate EA®Or . o « « » s s o« 24 o s s » « . Sallis Carter
Business MANAZEr . . « o e ¢ ¢ « » » = « s » « Melanie Chapman
Feature EdHOr . « . « ¢« « 2 s s o+ 00+ 0. . ROb Patrick
ATt DITectOr . o « =« « » e s s s s s s+ » » «» «+ Wendy Warford

PhotOgrapher . « o « + o s« s « o s & 4°¢ » » « «» Mark Gartman
Hal Poole

Staff Reporter . o « « - « s e s+ + » + « » » - « Charles Alison
Kathy Bell

Jeri Ray-

Liz Reagan

Luann Smart

David Starr

Lee Stubblefleld

Melissa Upchurch
Advlaor..................Mrs.uarﬂynlﬂoCord

The staff of the Register acknowledges three basic audiences:
FHS students, administration and faculty, and finallythe citizens
of Fayeitevillee But our alleglance les with the largest group
and most immediate readers, FHS students.

We bealleve that constructive criticlsm is the first step to
improvement. The views presented on the editorisl page are
the opinions of the editorial board. The views in no way reflect
the opinions of the administration or faculty of FHS,

Discussions on any topic are welcome. Letters should be
typed If possible and signed (signatures will be withheld from
print on request). Letters will be edited to fit space limitations
and editorial needs.
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FANSCORIAN

Published weekly by Students of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Partially Subsidised by the Board of

Education Distributed
Free to Students and Faculty

Vol. XVi : No. 5

David Moore, Ann Sierks Co-editors-in-chief
Jane Fincke, Managing Editor
Larry Leonard, Head Copy Editar
Pat Meyler, Executive Editor
Wayne Peal, Sports Editor
Stuart Fleischmann, Edstorral Assistant

EDITORIAL STAFF

Steve Reiss {assistant managing editor); Jodi Sussman (assistant
capy editor); Lesley S:egel [assistant execulive editor); Gail
Schwartz (advertising manager); Tem Oonnelly {cwculation
manager)

STAFF WRITERS

Patti Berger, Tony DiFrancesco, Joe Felser, Paul Ferns, Doug
Ganss, Gary Hall, Curtis Hillard, David Lanwviere, Pat Luongo,
Kevin Mason, Kurt Mazurosky, Denise McHugh, Kevin O'Brien,
Jayne Persson, Bill Potter, Larry Powers, Jack Qutub, Rich
Ross, Carolyn Said, Craig Smith, Elaine Soffer, Scott Taitel,
Lynne Tirrell, Russ Warnock '

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Eric Cohen, Jim Gellerman, Jim Karan, Randy Szuch
CARTOONIST

Lisa Knouse

AD ASSISTANTS

Rich Beekman, Tony DiFrancesco, Tim Donnelly, Kurt
Mazuroksy

DISTRIBUTION ASS'TS

Rich Beekman, Tony DiFrancesco, Bryan Tripet

ADVISOR 4

Sherrv Schlosser

Editorials represent tne opuncons of the edilonal board. The
editors do not necessarily share the views expressed in columns
ar advertiserments.

All letters 1o the editor will be published prowvided they are
signed. The editors have the right o edit or delete any obscene
or hbelous matenal. Letters for each Friday’'s 1ssue must be
given to a Fanscatian editor by the Tuesday mormng ol that
werk,
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FANSCOTIA N

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
Westlield Road
Scotch Plains, N. J. 07076

Part of the editorial policy is briefly and superficially stated
in the Staff Box. I would send you our Staff Manual, but we have no
more available to give away.

My staff is highly trained in newspaper journalism and the ethics
of journalism. The Fanscotian is solely the students' newspaper, run
by student journalists. My capacity as advisor is exactly what the title
says—--I advise. Fortunately, my students are open-minded enough to listen

to advice.

All material in the paper is selected to be written and published by
editorial decision., Any libelous material is nearly always caught by
the editors before I see the copy.

The editorial policy dilineates in detail the professional
responsibility of each staff member. It is based on the Canons of
Journalism and written/revised each year by the editorial staff.

Accuracy, fairness and balance are always stressed.

Sherry Scholsser, Advisor
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LUBBOCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS
, Lubbock, Texas

TO: Mr. Ed Irons, Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Jay Gordon, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction
Dr. FE. C., Leslie, Assistant Superintendent of Administration
Mr. Howard Price, Direclor of Secondary Education

FROM: Wavne Dickey, Language Arts Consultant
DATE: Cctober 10, 1972

SUBJECT: Journalism Teacher In-Service, Suggested Editorial Policy

A : s

’JﬁL“ Ao ‘fﬁifLL 3

/i In my mewo of September 28 (attached), a rather lengthy editorial policy

" —was presented to the journalism teachers. The teachers and I felt some
parts of the policv unnecessarily redundant, Ve met October 9 and
jointly agreed upon tne version presented here,

You will notice that this is an editorial policy exclusively. No mention
is made concerning wechanical aspects, e.g., lay-out, advertising, or

assignments, of the newspaper or yearbook.

Please inform wme of any additions, deletions or revisions you feel this
policy requires,

Administration

JYLX -« Sitgi) 4qu£1,c:a '
= The faculty sponsdf of student publications may grant to his student
editors certain authority regarding publications; however, the respon-
sibility of the pubiication rests with the sponsor,

The principal, as the administrator of the school, has authority over all
publications for his school. He 1s an advisor to the sponsor.

The principal delegates authority to the publications faculty sponsor.
When in doubt about the suitability of any article or issue, he may consult

tne principal for firal decision.

Snccific Provisious Geverning All Schnol Publications

To insure accuracy and to avoid embarrassment, all news stories concerning
or quoting a faculty member or an administracor should be cleared with
that person,

Sturznts, faculty members, or administrators should never be individualized
for censure, criticism, or ridicule in a school publication.
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LUBBOCK PUBLIC SCIIOOLS
Page 2
Articles and stories will not deal with any subject, and will not use
any language, that is offensive or sungpestive. All material will be
compatible with the tastes and sensibilities of the community.

Editorials are always unsigned and as a matter of newspaper tradition
reflect the opinions of the entire editorial staff, not one individual.
They may make constructive suggestions for improvement although they
should do so in a positive fashion and must not hold up to ridicule,
censure, or criticism any group or individual., The school paver should
not indulge in political controversy or support any one political party.

Columns of opinion represent the thinking of an individual and must
alwavs be sipned with the proper name of the staff member,

Reviews of student performances present special situations and require
special handling. Reviews are not ''critical reviews,' and, as revieus,
they should be signed opinion columns, presented as positively as possible,

Student letters to the editor may be publiched only after the staff has
checked their authenticity and only when they are signed by the sender's
name. It must be understood that if a letter is published without the
sender's name, it is done so only with the principal's and sponsor's
approval and only if the letter, with the sender's name on it, is on
“file,
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board members dismissed for insufiicient ciiendance at meocings

Vriters who take ap assigmment rust ebide by quid
editorial board or convineaz the bozrd to charze i tion.
controversial artiecle is wrxitten, che writer has {ne respon;

il.ty of

e PR ey

seeing that he has considered the suniect from soue positicn of <onth ond
e UG ToSUmLLS.

is acquainted with arguueats for and agzinzt the position
The writer should be gble to paesca_ SCan avi e
has Leen given to the sub3ect and

cl ich ritien miloricel o Tr curge
persons have been consulied in an effiscri to qain urdersizpling.,  Yhen hiis
has heen accoimplished, thﬂ writer is suiiiled To hls wosow of Vi

Hriters are to review contvoversial wateciel with ine pavi-gr foo
defoamation, or obscenicy. The adviger <ous poi eenzeT the wzeto
doeg sugpest problem arces wiere facts socn inaccusate, che pouo:
sgems one-gsided, or the writipg techniaue 15 not wlaar. Mose wal

handled by the adviser, alithough he way scel outsids rdvic -
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ALY stovies oppreved Lo asgrgmanng Yorm by the editor ir board rast be
roturnad Fo o the beard in ecomiched forw oy ehie writer.  The boovd will

roview rheso suovies to casues vhat they croform to guidolinas established
] a oaen

by the & in suodTovies (i asgigooent, cod vhot they showr good taste,
DL PEE PR pclive, ol sneonviagennss for puilication. Upon tonrd
annmovel, siories pass to Lhe roo: edilnrs, Page editors will chech
all seories for mochouses, oixle, develepmoni, aceuracy, and reauired
BLIRCLUY Avwr wuory quasciconcd Ly fne nage 2C.iEs :" v be submitted
to chie 2 &t beard for review. Tols would be espe;.:q.al iy imporiant
for poter: y controversial letizrs o the edltor.

o
)
<
m
'
ey
s
-
)
1Y)
n

e advisar, wie may also vequect
' sagrees wvith a declsion
tien to the baa;‘d

ppovess o" va
entire siaf

The advies f ;;.' . .=--.ie?. o the printer. 7The sia’f haz the
resnonsil mzgarial Is cazefully ;:rel_mr -a and not
meraly quichly ;.sse;..t,lﬂd i:o maci 2 deadlina., ‘Tha adviser may noi ba

chanzss Lg?e time 1s

exrected to rveview a youga oopy and suzzest quich 25
ez shcould Ge checsled Tor typo-

o

availetle. Iaterial zeturnod frzos tue prins
grapitical erxrozs and should moi need ediZirg.

If iz can be clearly chown thos Lhe high school press has assumed its
responsibilitiez, and if &he macerial Ls pot libelous, slandercus, or
obsecne, ithe burden of responsisilliiy for Cﬂﬁiplainus rc—:sts rpon zhe
cempleinznt. Further, the couplaing showld fe made in writipgy, the greunds
clearly specified, ard the editorial stzif be given the ccocasion ©o responi,
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i# STORY|

Published nine 1o twelva times yearly by
the students of West High School, 5901 &
Melrose Ava., lowa City, lowa 52240

West Side Story endeavors to accurately
raport all arsas of interest 1o a diversa
section of students, In hopes thal they will
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Potter; Jim Sines; Greg Smith; Jan
Smith; Carole Stepp.

Editorial Board: Fred Africa; Drew
Egington; Eva Hierschbiel; Natalle
Kanellis; Margle Schrock; Mark Wenman
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Please recycle this pa[;er

Mentor Policy Stated

The goal of the Mentor staff this vear is to put out a paper that is
informative, thought-provoking, and entertaining. We want
students to feel that picking up a copy of the Mentor each Friday is a
necessary and desirable part of being at Manhattan High School.

To make this possible, the Mentor will provide coverage of all
phases of school life, including sports, academics, and clubs. Ex-
tending coverage more broadly this year, events of interest in the
community and at Kansas State University will also be found in the
Mentor, although to a much lesser extent.

While news will be presented as objectively as human nature
permits, this year’s staff is breaking the tradition of its
predecessors by hoping to stir up controversy on the editorial page.
Editorials in the Mentor do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
entire staff.

Rebuttal editorials will be printed, provided they meet the
standards of good journalism. Anyone wishing to write one of these
editorials may come to the journalism room (E-8) for help in
writing it correctly. The editorial page staff plans to incorporate
plenty of student opinion by devoting a special column to guest
wrilers, who will represent all classes and interest groups.

The editorial page will also have a section for “Letters to the
Editor.”” Letters may be given to a staff member, taken to the
journalism room, or deposited in the Mentor hox localed outside the
main office. No letter may exceed 250 words in length, nor may it be
seditious or libelous. All letters to the editor must be signed, but
upon request the writer's name can be withheld.

This shortened, “earlybird’ edition of the Mentor is to acquaint
sophomores and new sludents with the school paper, and lo
welcome everyone back. The staff wishes everyone a successful
year, and we'll be waiting for your suggestions and comments.,
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"Bathroom Stories" Some Times
Golden High School - Golden, Colorado
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SOME TIMES, Golden High School, Golden, Colorado
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With +h way he }ﬁl‘,troc T head
not Bz foc far 0ff wher tha grincipal may Live to call the following

ng torn avart, the time may

red this assenbly today,.
= The sinks leak, the
e2red with obscenities

{Liuahter “rom the

'Jo

climoxed 1ast night by the

systenatic remcval o evaz che school!™ (Wild cheering
and laughier foow = 53¢ .
'Sowsver . we ve caugt his ghastly
crirs fad we npow ave kil ght room, where
he is 2eirs interrcoaced termine where
he has hidden the tollex
* thi he does not

oon we w3 ll be rooe o novr Lignid uncer down his throat
o * (Morz boos.:

s!
*Until that *ime; cemergency asures must w2 taken. (At this time
. N

a memb2r of t to the gym and whispecrs something

to the principal.} I have jus: heen rformna, and I'm happy to report,
thet dng Sgllst has besn Cigctvarad Ix TE' building Since there is
or.ly one tcilet in the scheel, it will have Lo he sharaﬂ by evervone,
Studaonits arnd facuity mernver s whofe last name ts with *AY 1,311 be
able (o usa the toilet from B:00 bo 15, from 8:15 to 8:30,
t!’ne ‘"'Sv...l—-j.-......ﬁ-.-‘ ‘T‘J {‘TICS ot E Stﬂrt‘ Ch'l.n'tj'ng "Hﬂll

no, w2 wcn't go!")

Befsre the arincipel cou rmontirnue, he wes Interrapt=d by the
faculty sronser of the Lcol e b

"Ffr. princinal. The members of the toolouv Club and I fear for
the safety of the treass darcund the campus with orlv nne toilet i
the school."

Editors Nlot@we———= Here this shtery ends., Lt wis never comoleted by

our reporeare It seams ne had to go Lo the
pathroocm.
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APPENDIX Q

"Queens, Who Needs Them" Desert Breeze
Las Vegas High School - Las Vegas, Nevada
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DESERT

BREFZE, Las Vegas High, Las Vegas, Nevada, October 11, 1973

¥

> member of FBCAMA, CCC,

45'. 2¥2  chairman of "Save the
SONTE Se committee"

4-H Pin-Up Girl, voted most]

\ successful future homemaker

nBubbles" was a Twirlette,

bathrooms
Dance clean-up
committee Awarded

"Miss Congeniality" wasa

‘wrote an award-winning
apple pie recipe
and is an all-around

good person.

Congratulations anyway

Queens, Who Needs Them?

When will it all end?

This whole queen thing
is ridiculous. According to
Webste -, aqueen is defined
as"a woman foremost among
others in certain attributes
araccomnlishments, such
as beauty, etc." - '

[t's not the queen's role
which we are questioning.
The thing that bothers us is
the position itself; the so-.
cial status.

Let'stake firstthings fir=-
st. The young lady is nom~-
inated by an activeclub or
organization, generally be-
cause of her ohysical attri-
butes; then after that might
come personality, and aca-
demic achievementsare th-
rown in there somewhere.

So what hapnens?

We have an assembly and
there they are in all their
splendorstanding and smi -

ling like it was the "Miss
America Pageant." Mean-
while an announcertries to
make up things to fill up
each girl's duty roster,

"Sure, she was in the Ski
Club - one meeting, well
| guess that counts. Oh,
and the Binlogy Club, def-
initely a strong member."

"Who said that? Where
was she when | was nushing
candy bars?" .

Never mind the small
technicalities, it's the th-
ought that counts,

The "biggie" of the as-
sembly issaid tobe the girls
checking out the escorts.
"When will he ever wear a
suit again?"

Then comes the balloting.
Let me see, "eenie meenie
minie mo, my mother.."

Next is, the big night -
Homecoming. All the girls
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stand around holding hands
and hugging each sther.
The big moment]

"The Homecoming Queen .
for 1973-74is...."

Scream, cry, hug, kiss,
jump; youname it, they do
it. The big frotball star
hands her a bouquet, gives
her a smack nn the cheek,
turns around and mumbles
something about getting
this mess nver with.

Well, she made it. For
what? After all the trouble
of gettingnew clothes, go-
ing to »ractices and missing
classes, her reward is sit-
tingon asoecial chairwith
roses and watching a foot-
ball game.

Monday marning comes
and along with everyone
else she has to go ta schnol ,

Congratulations to whom -
ever has thisblessed oppor-
tunity,



DESERT BREEZE, Las Vegas High, Las Vegas, Nevada, Nov.

TDESBET e

Dear Editor: wou 3,57

In regards to the article
of Qct. ll, "Queens, Who
MNeeds Them," | have a few
comments to make.

Obviously thisarticle was

“written by a "Male Chau-~
vinist Pig" or a dejected
girl who didn't get nomin-
ated for Queen,.

Why does the social sta-
tus bother the writer as the
article says? Sure, maybe
the girl is a member of an
acive club, but maybe she
joined so she would be ac-
tive and not be just a "no-
thing" in her senior year,

“Yes we, do have an as-
sembly, and of course they
will be standing there "in
all their splendor.”- Who
wants to look at a girl with
a grumpy disposition ?

| doagree the list of each

candidate’s tributes is | ong,

but so were the long hours
"Bubbles" spent at Twir-

lettes practice, serving on
the "save the toilet" foun
dation," and pushing can-
dy bars,

And on balloting. Like
it says, there is always one
inthe crowd. . .eenie mee~-
nie minie moe . Nine to ten
this was the joker who was
so stoned he fell asleep in
the Rancho assembly. '

Finally, | would say be-
ing nominated for Home-=
coming Queen has got to be
a precious moment ina sen -
ior girl's life. Maybe this
isn't put on a pedestal and
bowed at like some would
be writer says, but to those
girls who were candidates
and finalists | say "not con-
gratulations anyway, but

congratulations in many -

ways, "
Someone Who Cares!
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APPENDIX R

"Music Dept. Not In Tune" Wilsonian
Woodrow Wilson High School - Camden, New Jersey
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Music Dept.
Woodrow Wilson High School NOt | In Tune

Camden, New Jersey
by Rick Martinas

During the past three years 1
have noticed a mounting apathy
toward the concert band and the
choir amongst the student body
and the faculty. After studying
the problem, | have come to the
conclusion the audience is bored

~ The band is such a common
thing that some people take it for
granted until they do something
evervone likes to participate in
like a band picnic.

Another group of people who
receive even less attention than
the band is the choir.

After sceing and hearing them,
it seems Lo me they are drowning
in religion. Religion is cool, but
when a dying concert is cremated
by a few vintage gospel songs the
audience is ready to turn in their
Bibles.

In my opinion there are only
two groups in the music depart-
ment that are well liked by the
student body. The Vaices of
Wilson, a black gospel group and
the Jazz Sextet, who under the
leadership of Joe McWilson, has
left the underestimated world of
jazz to try and become well
known as a rhythm and blues
band, a field of music which is
overly emphasized.

Not to criticize or put anyone
down, I think the music scene of
Wilson might change if
traditional ideas of music “in
Wilson were sometimes
neglected.

In concert scason, the time
when the band puts up its
uniforms and gets down to
reading Lhe heavy stuff, the band
should put Bach, Brahms and
Beethoven to one side for awhile
and come down with some of the
new music created for concest
bands, Chicago, Chuck Mangone
and others. As for the super-clean
choir (tux and gown), the gospel
should be, for the most part, left
to the church and he replaced by
contemnporary Songs.

Then 1 guarantee thal the
student body and the faculty will
take notice of the music depart-
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APPENDIX S

"Drug Problem at Burgess" Harbinger
Bishop Burgess High School - Detroit, Michigan
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Bishop Borgess Uigh, Detroit, Michigan

February 21, 1973

Dirug Problem At Borgess

For quite some time, dope has been a much talked
about subject at Borgess. The time has come, however,
to stop the talking and start taking action against the
people who use this school as a place to push and buy
illegal narcotics.

Supposedly, school is a place to learn; a place to
become educated about the world around us. It is not a
place where dealing is a major subject; a varsity letter is
not given for great accomplishments in seiling and using.

At the beginning of the school year and throughout
the first semester there have been many complaints
about smoking in -the johns. Now there are new
problems conceming the johns-the pushers displaying
the-fine art of dealing narcotics to anyone who enters,

and the use of those drugs that are sold.

The  john is not the only place where these
happenings occur. In practically any hallway, the known
pushers can be seen in action, pedaling their goods. The
" upperclassmen seem to enjoy using the parkmg lot as

their place of business. .

Students pay up to 600 dollars tuition to go io
Borgess. At such a high price, they should not be
subjected to or stand for the actions of the pushers:
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"State Champs Again?" The A-Blast
Annandale High School - Annadale, Virginia
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Annandale High School, Annandale, Virginia

— Instant Replay

State champs again?

Dave Mistretta

Many local football experts have already picked Annandale to
retain its Northern Region crown and perhaps its state cham-
pionship.

1 consider this a rebuilding year for Annandale. The Atoms
lost 15 out of 22 starters on offense and defense because of
graduation. 1 am expecting this year to be a season much like
1970 when the Atoms were 6-4 on the season.

Annandale is starting a sophomore, Bill Dobson, at quar-
terback. Dobson piloted last years unbeaten, untied, freshmen
squad and certainly has the skills for a starting quarterback, but
always the question of inexperience arises. The Atoms big of-
fensive weapon, of course, is potential All-American running
back Mike Lucido. Lucido has accounted for more than 4400
yards total offense as a three-year starter.

Defensively, the Atoms have returning from last years starters
four seniors - lincbackers Jeff Malovich and Don Hatrt, middle
guard Phil Harmon, defensive back Dale Babione and one
junior, tackle Art White. '

The balance of this years starters are made up of several
players from last years JV squad and second string members of
the state championship team.

This reporter picks Marshall to win the Northem Repgion
honors this year for obvious reasons. Almost the entire offensive
team is relurning intact, and if you wish to remember, the Atoms
were nearly upset by the Statesmen in the Northern Regional
championship game last year 14-13.
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"0 Superdock! My Superdock” Golden Lines
St. Pius X High School - Atlanta, Georgia
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> SUCTERJOCK!

0 “uperjock!
1s done,

ly Superjock!

1Y SUFERJCCK
by Elise Cunningham
Your awesone relgn

GOLDEN LINES
St. Pius X. High School
Atlanta, Georgia

Your cleats have pleated quarterbacks, your

backseat battle's won,

The end is near, the buzz I hear, and how the

people cheer,

liigh-borne our hero as he dreams of ma jorettes

and beer,

But how the times have changed!

C the books you never read!

Where F-entrenched my Jock is benched.

and dead.
Superjock!

Fis kingdom cold
0 superjock! liy
last;

Rise up--for you

the soap is passed,

the whirpool whirls, to you

This appeared in the Nov. 2
issue of GOLDEN LINES and

caused quite an uproar among
athletes and coaches.

I would still runm this if T

had it to do over, but I never

thought it would create an
uproar.

The locker room at

GOLDEN LINES adviser

Mrs. Genie Certain

¥or you the golden trophy gleams, for you the

grandstand roaring,

For you they call, you swaying i

some and so boring!
Here Superjock! #x-idol!
This icepack on your head!

2, so hand-

Has it seeped through your brain of lead!

Your times are cold and dead.

Iy Jock he does not answer, as he answered not

in class.

Ko coach to bail him out or make him seem less

of an-ass.

From lips ne'er glib now comes no sound, vocab-

ulary spent.

The literate have run him'from the field, hils

Jersey rent.

SUPERJOKE!

~

Dear Editors: ‘
I am writing this letter in response to a

certain poem which appeared in the lastissue

of the Golden Lines. My main reason for
writing this letter is that | failed to see any-
thing golden about any of the lines of this
particular poem. I'll have to admit that the
poem displayed a certain amount of wit and
humor but unfortunately | feel it displayed
very little truth. | can only hope that the
author intended it as a joke because | can as-
sure her that anyone who really knows
anything about athletes and athletic
competition would have to say she was kid-
ding. To say the least | feel that the poem was
a very unfair generalization about a group of
guys of varied athletic and academic abilities
who deserve a little more than to be mocked
in any paper, especially their own school
newspaper. It is amazing to me that such a
thing was actually allowéd 1o be printed in
the newspaper of a school which is supposed
to hold such high values.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

In closing I would like to suggest to the
editors of the Golden Lines that they live up
to one title of the paper by showing a little
better taste in what they consider school
news or in what they feel is a sincere and
worthwhile contribution. Surely you could
have filled that empty space in our
newspaper with something that wasn’t quite
so crude. Next time you want an editorial, or
a joke, or whatever it was, on “super jocks”
why don’t you ask a boy? .

‘Sincerely yours,
Stephen DeCelles, Senior

This was only ome written
response to the poem.
it caused a lot more verbal
comments,
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"The Problem With Our Sports" Tripodium
Salina South High School - Salina, Kansas
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Salina South High School, Salina, Kansas, April 19, 1973

Editorial

The Problem With Our Sports

Some people call it
“Passing the buck.,”” But, here
at South we call it, " Getting to
the bottom of things.” Well,
just what did we get to the
bottom of? The Problem With
South’s Sports!

Who or what was this crea-
ture that wrecked our athletic
program? What kind of terrible
monster would dare to stop
our football team short of win-
ning the C.K.L., or rip the
basketball team apart with the
force of a thousand tornadoes?
And what beast could even
think of crushing our track

team before it reaches state? Is
there anything so horrible on
the face of this earth?

It is with great sorrow in my

heart that | must say, “Yes,
there is such a creature.” But,
hang in there, Cougar fans.
Don't let this get you down.
After hours upon hours of con-
fidences and careful delibera-
tion, our coaches have finally
unveiled this horrendous men-
ace that has tormented sports
at South. Who was’it? It could
only be Crown Distributors:
those evil men who work north
of the tracks. The ones that
make and sell BEER!

Why, did you know that
they literally yank our unsus-
pecting athletes from the
streets and force them to par-
take of ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES? Then those in-
nocent boys develop a lust for
this sin-water! They drink
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more and more of it, until
finally, those once sweet boys
are now one step away from
being alcoholics, They begin to
care more about drinking than
they do about sports.

And there you have it, the
real problem with South's
sports. Before you had read
this editorial you might have
thought that the problem
might {ie within the coaches or
the quality of the athletes. No,
that wasn't the trouble.

The trouble lies
within Crown Distributors. Far
they are the ones that will
corrupt your mind, curve your
spine, and keep the country
from winning the war. They
are the ones who make and sell
BEER!
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"What is the purpose behind prep football?"
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Jefferson High School, Edgewater, Colorado

Piece of Mind

What is the purpose
behind prep football?

By Paula Rowe

What is the purpose of high
school football? To promote en-
thusiasm, determination and
sportsmanship.

It is meant to inspire confidence
and a will to achieve. These are a

" few points one might consider.
However, this doesn’t seem to be
the case at Jefferson high school.

Here at Jefferson, the coaches
have one thing on their minds.
Winning'! One boy's personal
ambitions apparently deserve no
altention when it comes to the final
score,

Those on the first string are the
““golden boys,” the ones the coach
counts on to play and win the
games. The rest of the boys may as
well warm the bench and wait for
the brief, shining moment that
may never come,

A boy may go out for football in
August. He will work himself to
death only lo find himself actually
playing one game in late Qctober.
What a way lo promote enthusiasm
and determination!

Sure, boys have been going

through this since Little League.
Bul does thal make it right? Should
a boy get used to having his ego
stomped on and his hard work
ignored because it's ““all in the
game?" It doesn’t sound too
healthy, does it?

The coach will work his first
string all through the game, As a
result of this, they are near
exhaustion by the end of the game.

By the end of the season, a
number of the better players will
have been out with injuries.
However, it remains that other
boys aren’t given a chance.

A lot of guys will tolerate this all
season. When a boy finally decides
toquit, he is often times astonished
to find that the coach doesn’t care
enough to hear his explanation. He
is abruptly told to just get out. Is
this due to the coach’s anger or his
lack of interest?

There seems to be a major flaw
in the way things are being run. It
is time something was done, and
the coaches are the ones to do it.
After all, it’s not who wins the
game, il’s how it's played.
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"Yes' Vote Necessary To Oppose Parochial"
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"Possible Censorship Could Curtail Tower"
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THE HI-LITES, St. Joseph lligh School, Shawnee, Kansas

Jocks Run School

B-[.-U-E, Blue Power!' How many times have you mouthed
this praise, backed by countless throngs of avid Streak fans? To
vou, -Blue Power™ may just be a cheer, but another meaning

can be found by the observant, Take the same beat and change
the letters to J,0,0, and K, Therg you have it---J-0-C-K;
Jock Power!

Surely you must be aware of the fact that jocks practically run
the schoel. The freshmen, only existing here one quarter to date,
hopefully know by now that sports have St. Joe firmly in a clench.

The girl's Pep Club is locked in the grasp of Jock Power, It is
almost a disgrace anymore to sport a mere plaid skirt and navy
hlue vest. Hardly anyvbody just wants to sit there and cheer, Most
want to get recognition and the status of wearing a Drill Team
uniform, or leading cheers, or presiding over the Pep Club itseli.
It seems like the whole purpose of having Pep Club is defeated,
hecause hardly anvone wants to be just a mere Pep Club member.

Jock-power is clearly evident among the male members of the
student body, also. Without a blue and white Letterman’s jacket
dripping with medals and awards, you might as well be non-
axistant, A jock is well known throughout the halls for his tre-

‘mendous athletic feats. Underclassmen silently marvel at these,
their heroes of the field and court. The non-jocks are almost
forgotten altogether,

As I said before, jocks practically run the school. Mot all, but
a majority of the offices and positions held by students are
occupied by jocks. They seem tobandtogether, and while they may
ton ocrasion) smile at the unidentified mass of plain students,
they don't associate with them.

Mr, Boland recently warned all the classes about this sports
crisis. He agreed with the jocks that sports are important, but
there are other important activities as well, (Yes, believe it or
not, there are,)

If vou still don’t agree with me that jocks exert a terrifically
powerful influence over the scheol, recall the past few weeks. For
many, coming to school was a way to pass the time until the next
game, Then each Friday there would be a recharging Pep rally.

You took it for granted that by an unwritten code, you were re-
quired to glorify the team members, and get yourself in the mood
for the night's game. It was also taken for granted that you would
go and support your glorious team to a victory.

If you happen to be a jock, youmay be reacting a little unfavor-
ably to this artirle. I want it understond that not all jocks are
examples of the persons mentionerd above. There are various
exrceptions,

This editorial is not meant to denounre the jocks, but just to
let thein know that they aren’t the only ones who go to this school.
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Leland High School, San Jose, California

Jocks get
breaks

By Elaine Osborne

Have you ever wondered why sports players
seem to get all the breaks?

It always seems that in the middle of the most
boring lectures, half of the class gets dismissed
to go to a hockey game, or swim meet or water
polo game, or football game, or tennis match or
basketball game or cross country meet.

After they leave, you get the heat from your
teacher because he doesn't like the idea of
teaching only two-thirds of the class. For the
reamaining time you are either lectured on this
fact, or class is dismissed.

The latter is great, because now you can go get
a hamburger, or go out into the parking lot for a
while, or even into the library to read the past
two chapters of your chemistry book.

All of this is great except for one thing. Every
time there is a swim meef, class is dismissed,
and half of the test in front of you is on the lecture
given on those days.

Down, down, down, goes that grade. And just
think, you owe it all to our sports players.

Then, there’s the sports player that comes up
to you and says, ‘“‘Can I borrow your notes? I had
swim practice yesterday and I couldn’t listen to
the whole lecture.”

You are more than happy to oblige, because
you know how important our swim team is to us.
The smile seems to disappear from your face
when you ask for your notes back, and he calmly
tells you, “Oh, I'm sorry, I left them in the gym
at Willow Glen.”

You think, “Oh well, the swim team is more
important than my history grade.” But your
parents don’t seem to think so, because now
you're on restriction for two weeks, because of
that D you got in history.

You suddenly have a lot of spare time on your
hands. During this time, you begin to seriously
consider joining the sports team next semester.
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Canggo Park High, Canogo Park, California

Bort's Sports:

~ Water (polo) Gate

by Sports Editor Bob Bortmick
for Hunters’ Call Editorial Staff
If the Washington Post had asked the present ad-

ministration permission before publishing their paper, it
is doubtful that the American public would have ever heard
of the Watergate affair. 1f Hunters’ Call had heeded the
advice of segments of Canoga’s administration, it is doubt-
ful that the student body would have ever heard of the
“water-polo affair.”’ (See story in columns 2-3 below).

The job of a newspaper, whether it be a high school
or national publication, is to report the news and provide
a forum for the expresion of opposing viewpoints. The
freedoms guaranteed in the first amendment of the con-
stitution do not have a clause stating that the administra-
tion in power can censor the news, though many would
have it that way. What the first amendment does do is
provide for a free, uncensored press whose job is to act as
a check on government and a mirror of the happenings
within its scope of coverage.

A high school paper is not an extension of the cheer-
leading squad. Glorification of the school is not one of its
roles. Its job is to publicize the events which occur whether
favorable or unfavorable to the school and report them
accurately.

The water-polo happening was an unfortunate act
of bad judgement. What the team did was unethical. Just
as a story about a championship team is given headlines
so must a story of this sort. To sweep it under the rug
to preserve the schcol’s good public image is not the ans- -
wer. For what is that reputation worth if it is built on lies
and cover ups?

In order for the student body and the community to
respect the school, a pattern of admitting mistakes as well
as applauding successes must be established. Even if a
story initiates more punishment on a guilty party, a news-
paper must report it if it is newsworthy.

Patting yourself on the back in the name of school
spirit is fine as long as it is kept in perspective. Publically
admitting mistakes would seem to demand more respect
from the community and student body than the self-pat-
ronage that goes on in most high school publications.

Hunters’ Call is an uncensored paper and will con-
tinue to report “‘all”’ the news as long as the first amend-
ment preserves its right to do so.
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Canogo Park High, Canogo Park, California

W ater-polo team out
~illegal substitutions

by Bob Bortnick

Canoga Park’'s varsity water
polo team has been suspended
for the rest of the season. The
suspension is a result of the play-
ing of a junior college player in
a recent Canoga match.

The team,which was in its
initial year of existence, faced
many obstacles going into this
season. Although they were con-
sidered a legitimate, recognized
sport they were not supplied
with equipment, transportation
to matches or a paid coaching
staff. Coach Richard Pender-
gast agreed to take on the role
of non-paid coach. Pendergast
was not able, however, to at-
tend matches so the team was
basically self-run. The team cap-
tain made substitutes and out-
side guidance was obtained from
college water polo players.

The season began on a “sour
note, finding the Hunters on the
short end of a 155 score. The
decision was then arrived at by
the team during the match, that
in case the team was getting
bombed in the next match, the
talents of an ineligible junior
college player would be put to
use. The next match found Can-
oga losing badly in the third
quarter. The college player was

substituted and the match was
subsequently stopped when the
referee became curious about
this talented substitute. The ref-
eree stopped the game, forfeiting
Canoga.

When word got back to Pen-
dergast regarding the team’s
action, he suspended the varsity
for the rest of the season along
with scolding them for their poor
sportsmanship. i

Said Pendergast afterwards,
“It was the guys’ responsibility.
They knew what they were do-
ing and had to pay the price.”
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Wilmington High, Wilmington, Deleware

(AP e

His uniform is

purchased from the
athletic fund . ..

gy

F A SRS

She buys her

uniform from

cookie sales . . ..

- See Page 5

255.




Are lost pride and friendship
worth being a cheerleader?

Jane is going to try out to be
a  Cheerleader. She is  cute,
bright, and popular. Jane attends
a small high school where a girl’s
life revolves around being on the
Pep Squad or in “S™ Club.

Weeks  before tryouts the
campus is filled with gids
dressed in their best clothing
with smiles to match. There are

-shouts of “Hi"”, “how are you”
from across the mall, and
compliments galore,

Jane is no different from all
the rest, though she often
wonders if the other girls feel as
fake as she does when they smile
and flirt. She hates herself for it

but kceps on just the same. How
sad. '

It's dog eat dog, or who can
spread the most vicious rumors
to incrcase one's chance of
winnning. Bur Jane takes it in
her stride, because every vote
counts. [low sad.

Finally it’s over; Jane was
fortunate enough to be one of
the chosen few. She thinks back
over the past month and
wonders if it was worth it, worth
the loss of friends, hurt feelings,
and lost pride. But next year,
she’ll do it all over again. How
sad.

Anonymois

Alta Loma ligh
Alta Loma, California

This article produced a small furor from our cheerleaders, naturally. It

wasn't written by a staff member, but the Pep Commissioner.

Nothing

really happened, except the girls denied elections were that way.

ID mysterysolved

By Alice Lorenz

Remember back abourt five
months to registration?
Remember the endless ume you
spent in line in the heat waiting
tor vour ID picrures to be taken
so you could register?

By now vyou may be
wondering  whatever happened
to those ID cards you were
supposed to have for
admittance to school activities.
Some of the pictures had to be
rctaken hefure they could be
used.

Also, vour cfficient Student
Senate has struck again. At last
check, they were all the way
though the Jetter “M"” in
preparing the cards so they can

easier

be given out.

Let's all give a rousing cheer
to those “Wonder Kids' in
Senate and to Mrs.  Janet
Pedersen and her student ardes.

This produced a few upset people in

Student Senate.

for a day, and then quit,

They just ranted

(This

article appeared in February, well
after the activities the I.D, was
supposed to help students enter,

Alice Lorenz, 1973-74 Editor
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Indecisive groups create big problems

By Becky Stidham

Do vou
cdition of Tepee Fones? Do vou
remember the frone page arnicle,

remember the last

CIntramural and soph o class
sponsor first dance marathon at
ALT? That was the story about
an event that never happened. - .

Reports such as chis are not
the fault of the staff. They are
brought on by rthe organizing
group of procrastinating
students (not te menrion any
names like soph class, student
senate. . .) who du not warn the
staft of a canceled event undil

homecoming 73,

the story has gone to the press.

This  only  antagonizes  the
staft. [t makes the Tepee Tines
louk nadequate and unrehable
and  such
appreciated.

action 1S not

Many times an incident like
this has occurred, and it will
most likely happen many tmes
again.

Publicizing school events is
the statf’'s jub-not
arcund with indecisive
urganizations.

messing

needed or not?

by alice lorenz

Another “Homecoming” is
over. The occasion was marked
with the usual pagentry, and it
left the usual question in my
mind. I end up wondering “‘Does
anybody really care?” I know a
small select group does care, but
what about anyone else?

[ thing “Homecoming 73"
shows what I'm talking about.
Out of 161 senior guys, about
50 voted. They elected eight
girls to the court. That works
out to 6% votes apiece. Does

that show interest in the
process? I think not.

Many people came to the
Homecoming football game, but
many people come rto any
football game. The dance was
the same story.

_If only a little over 31% of
the senior guys voted,
Homecoming doesn’t mean
much. From the point of view of
many students, Homecoming is
for the ‘sclect” few. The
majority of the students don't
care who or what, for that
matter, is elected Homecoming
Queen.

I think if an organized group
of students nominated one of
the campus dogs, it would
probably win the election.

I think it's time to take a
serious look at whether
Homecoming is worth the time
and money expended on it, or
whether it’s a tradition we've
outgrown.
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Alta Loma High
Alta Loma, California

This article produced a letter
from the sophomore class
president, "explaining" the
tentative method of reserving
dates. He also took a good
part of the time to say the
Tepee Times was a joke and
SO on.

Further actions were not taken.

This caused comment to the
reporter {me) in Student
Senate, as well as support
from some staff members.

I reportedly was to receive

a letter from some Homecoming
court members who felt it was
derogatory to them personally,
I never received that letter.

Further a¢tion was not taken.

Alice Lorenz, 1973-74 Editor



THE CARROLLER, Corpus Christi, Texas, Nov. 15, 1966

% By Don Rodman

Friday afternocon the Carroll Drama Department will be
presenting the “world renowned” stage production, “Qf Poems,
Youth and Spring.”

This play is typical of the standard productions given at
this school.

Each year one or two plays are performed at Carroll and|
never have these been well above average in acting or preduction. |

All this, while the W. B. Ray High School Drama Depart-
ment and Choir have been presenting, with fabulous success,
such Broadway hits as “The King and 1,” “Bye, Bye, Birdie,”
and “The Music Man.”

This year they plan to perform that unforgettable musical,
Rodgers and Hammerstein's, “Oklahoma!”

It is sure to be a well performed production, worthy of at-
tendance.

All this to say, why doesn’t Mary Carroll High School put
on dramatic productions worth seeing? :

Perhaps the problem is lack of student interest in goodl
drama?® THis might be determined by exposing them to some.!

Or, perhaps there are no students capable of the acting in-
volved? With proper motivation and casting the. talented per-
sonnel needed for the job would arise.

Are there no talented vocalists at our school to put on one
of the great musicals? Could this really be the case, with Carroll
having 18 All-Region Choir members this year? :

The whole problem in this dilemma is that our school has no:
one to promote high quality productions which would give tal-
ented students an opportunity to prove themselves. ;

\ This is the problem that needs correction. j
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ECHO, Stranahan High School, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

e

Jeez, I DON'T EVEN HAVE TIME
TO EAT IN INU n
o\ A8 MINUTES

1289

tae

TrRANE

i
7 Youne LAY, You gmouw/ anrsc,TuT Wweetr Fue-FLoPs

ARE MNOT AccePTABLE WEARR AT scHooL !l
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_—EDITOR, THE CARROLLERT ™~

TIIE CARROLLER, Corpus Christi, Texas, November 7, 1969

Letters
to the Editor

Where, Oh Where has PETER \
GUNN gone?

Where, Oh Where has REBEL !
ROUSER gone?

Concert music is fine atacon-
cert, but not at a football game!
Can’t something be done to bring
back the old traditions to Car-
roll High? Week after week I've
heard students, parents, and the
Football Players request Peter
Gunn and the Rebel Rouser -
any maybe just a little
““CHARGE"’ but the Carroll Band
director seems to have a defi-
nite case of deafness!!

We all love and support these
boys. WHY can’t they be given
what they have asked for -- it's
such a little thing!

Perhaps Mr. Arnold thinks that
“HOLD THAT TIGER" is ap-
propriate to play when the boys
are striving to make that all
important first down, but in my ]
opinion it's wrong. WHAT DID
THE KING BAND PLAY, MR,
ARNOLD, minutes before the end
of the King-Carroll game? That’s
right - you answered it - “HOLD
THAT TIGER."

Let’s get on the ball - bring
back “PETER GUNN' and
"“REBEL ROUSER", Giveus back
our traditions.,

A Very Unhappy Mother
—————

Student Injustice

Human nature is such that an auto accident is never
reported exactly the same by any two people. Inci-
dentsand actions are seen and interpreted differently
by each observer.

The Moratorium October 15 was seen and interpret-
ed differently by each whosaw it. The professors and
learned scholars of our country agreed that there was
nosingle reason for each person's participation in the

Moratorium,
It seems unreasonable then that a handful of students

should take justice intotheir ownhands and rip black
armbands from the arms of those observing Moratorium
Day. Without considering the facts, these students
labe led the observers Communists and a threat to the
security of America.

It would do these people goed to consider the fa-
mous saying of Voltaire, "I disapprove of what you"
say, but | will defend unto death your right to say

it " .
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Powell County High School
Deer Lodge, Montana

A SEAMY CAGA

The purchasing of badly needed band uniforms
was the main topic of discussion at the school
board meeting Friday, Oct. 13, at Powell County
High School.

The meeting got off to a good start when
band director Joe Balogna came forward with an

All these articles were criticized by

the administration--also another one which
described, in a humorous way, ''Sex in the
halls"--necking inside lockers etc.

There was no punishment, however, or
threat of firing me.

Cheryl Young, Adviser

Dear Editor:

The girls of Powell County High School’s Basketball
Team asked the boys if the girls could use the gym for the
tournaments. The boys said no. because they had a wrestling
mat-h that night, that the girls should use their own gym.
The so-called girls gym doesn’t have any basketball baskets
if we want to play basketball. Then if you do play games,

You sweat and have to take a shower. The lunch room is in-

the same room as our gym so it’s roped off in a little square
where we're supposed to have gym. The floor is cement so
if we were to fall we'd knock ourselves out, and we're ex-
pected to use it. Sure, it was formerly used as a gym, but
then it didn't have cement floors, windows, a balcony for
studyhall teachers and a shower that's like a bath tub.

The bays say our gym is just as good as the one they
use. Well, if our gym is that good then why can't they use
it for one night? Since the gym is roped off because of the
lunchroom, the girls have to jump over the ropes and through
the tables just to get the ball when playing volleyball. We
spend more time chasing the ball than we do playing.

There are all kinds of pipes on the ceiling, which we
could break playing games. The windows are easily broken
when playing ball games, One window has been broken al-
ready and there will probably be more. There are hanging
lights which are always hit with the ball and are about to
fall. So why doesn't somebody fix the girls a gym where
they won't get hurt?

: MARY VALITON
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“wear.

exhibit of the rags the students are forced to
He was overcome by the stench of the de-
caying moths, lice, rats, and other friends of
the forest who reside in our storage room, but
was revived with bottled "Essence of Lunch
Room. "

After the library was aired out and everyone
present had a few beers the plea for new uni-
forms continued. A select group of band stu-
dents told of their suffering brought on by
these custom straight jackets.

One student told how in a parade last susmer

his best friend passed away from a heat stroke
because of the textile torture boxes. Anocther
student 1in a dilapidated wheel chair told of a

football game in which the uniforms gave little
protection from the tremendous icy wind and
stinging snow. She said both of her legs were
frozen and had to be amputated.

The members of the board, after a short con-
ference among themselves, voted to give the
band $1.5 million for new uniforms and acces-
sories.

The uniforms will consist of a tophat, blue
crushed velvet sport coat, white ruffled dress
shirt, bright orange trousers, purple socks,
and white high top converse basketball shoes.
The accessories will include a large sleeping
bag, a gallon of rich red wine, and a warm
friend in case hypothermia occurs at the foot-
ball games. For the marching season a cooler
of Budweiser will be available.

School board members present were Harvey
Wallbanger, Joseph H. Eskimo, Bruce Slime, Bill
Banana, and Chief Drink Many Beers.

Dear Editor:

“Is it}not ironical that in a planned society of controlled
workers given compulsory assignments, where religious ex-
pression is suppressed, the press controlled, and all media

; of communication censored, where a puppet government is

encouraged but denied any real authority, where great atten-
tion is given to efficiency and character reports, and
attendance at cultural assemblies is compulsory, where it
is avowed that all will be administered to each according to
his needs and performance required from each according to
his abilities, and where those who flee are tracked down,
returned, and punished for trying to escape in short in the
milieu of the typical large American seconday school — we
attempt to teach ‘the democratic system’?”

Royce Van Norman,
Johns Hopkins University
“School Administration: Thoughts on
Organization and Purpose”

The following students see the high school described in
this article and PCHS as the same school. Therefore we are
asking the Administration of this school to cooperate in

our search for educational change — not make excuses
against change. They are only hurting us.

Dave Crist Cary Cook

Al Brown Bobbie Wycoff

Lynnette Strickland Brad Neubauer

Jeff Giles Maureen Munden

Edith Huebsch Dan Senacal

Lucia murry




LAKEWOOD HIGH TIMES
Lakewood High School
Lakewood, Ohio

‘Open door’ policy
infringes on privacy

DURING SUMMER VACATION the admunistration, attempted
to deter smoking in the boys' lavalories by removing all lavatory
doors,

This is an inconvenience to all students as well as an intrusion
upon the students’ right to privacy. Attempts to change this
situation by student council have proved futile.

The TIMES cannot condone administeative policy which infringes
on the right of privacy of Lakewood High students, and suggests that
all lavatory doors be replaced immediately.
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APPENDIX Z

Administrative Directives
as Furnished by Legal Advisers
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CORFUS CHULTT THILIC SCHOL
Coipus Christi, Texes

ADMII\IESTRATIVE DIRECTIVE

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTION

TO: Secondury Principals and High Schzol Mewspopor Spenzers

DATE: Cuiobar 1, 1970

SUBJECT: PURFOSES AND PROCEDURES FT2 K HGit TCPODL NV PARE

} s 4 s wrostie ' ; '
This dircetive szis forth the purperes end the prosedurss fer il SR
Purporas. The primary ﬁurr»t:c ai the hich srloal nower-rar iz to rosuids lean e

_ﬁﬂ._‘_“_._._:‘\' £ - Lo le . P
wperienses ia foe field of journatiom,  Meplicit within

-~ Publish cchon! nows

— Capitalize the achievement ¢f the scheo!

~ Act 03 a meons of unifying the wchosl

M .
— lramole projacts ¢

— Aid in develoning appropricte standerds of condus:

!
i

—~ Prezent to

ne community o publicotien that refiects veoribwhile aetivities
vad suund :

i
lecezrinin

Procedures. Canerul adminisiictive proceduras rosuire that
1 . . . . . .
~— Fosh rzhool publicericn sieil wiits the sk longe of the tpencar cad prinipsl
T .
fermulsie o wtainment of purpace for that schoal .
: r vy . - L e oo v
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print eny nows siory er editericl

— ' r - % o " 4
Toe focuity zonsar moke routine Jucisions within the esiallichad procodres

i . 3 . - . .
and wwbnait any cony that ey e conztienshd iy e peinsicel fur a Tmgi

cecision {or publicetion

“r s 265.

g i



Fra = nr
u-LI.- Laand

J0IR Ay
{(daolxy Rogzesr)

COULRGT DESCRIVTION
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purpes2 of proiu&ing the Y"Jelily Reozeoe®, the school nevasanpor.
Students will gedn experiezce Ip ell facsiz ol tho navepaper.
The csurs? f& neld cliceled 2ad imstrvation g piveo oniy in
thore eroaes vheye & feflnite need i3 zypsront.

Adriculon to the elzss has & preveculsize: 8Stulonts nust
Deve twasn Jouvanlism I ocr b2 veeoiieandszd By the asdvisor of
e waee

TERMITAL QRIBCTIVES
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! Dili Summons *75
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JOLLY ROGER
STAFF MEMBERS
Volume VIII, No, 2 November 5, 1973 I
The Jolly Roger is the newspaper publisked by the student

the Milford Sclool Administration and the Milford Board of
Education.
Editor in Chief Belinda Waller *74 |
feerenas . Mike French *75 |
rresserssensenaseeas, Stephanie Saxon 74
... Barbara Biles *74
Jeanne Saxon '75
TYPitS cieiiiiiiiiieiiennrnanasarnannnen Kim Scott '74
Jill Robinson *74 Terri Smith '7§
Photopraphers .........convvvvunvne .. Mitchell Nelson '74
Chris Price '75
sy i vee.. Jesie Sauk*7S
Eenny Moore “75
Sucan Aptt *75

(R R

Reporters
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Jeck Scarborough *75
Robert Tebbent 74
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POLTICT ALTD DRGUENINR Para 2

e Editeoricls guonld aoncentrnte on mntitors dlresily
ffeening the pelsol nad/or studznts in the pressnt
g5 wzll as ia the fTutuve.

2. ETditrorisls aoay e writiten asbout local, ustioual. or
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.

4
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giac he soliecltsed by the Publiclity Director.
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Borrd. His revnlacesent ahall be 2lzcted according to
L prosese descyived in Funber 2 above.
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POGLICY H:D PROCEDITRE

Tie Fditoricl Editor shell "govod o™ pnc attiiude
of the Aditoricl Bzard; he ieg yaspeneible S0 the
sesurase vepresentoeion o thoe Boara's fTealings,
asnsioning editorinias, aad vocodincticony 2311 cditoricl

CopY .,

Unegingned 24itorials express the view of the Bditorial

Loarda.

Editorial stepnda pre definiteiv & uajority vosey 9
of T Bosrd wembzars. 1% is the Editoeris. of ir his
tsonce the "anaging Bditsrls, responsibility te
contact an ohsent Boord nmonber o1 his decision on

e votuing mattar.

Gusst colunns and guost edidtorials sholl be derided upon
uss for priunting in the Bdisoriel beard procadure eas
set up in Nunber S.

The Haitorial Bozrd wiil mezt svery Tuesény, if
npecessary, at the beginaing of the class meriod
imnedistely Tollowving veil. A remular busineas-like
spendz {to be siewn the advigcor upon reguest prior
to5 the peeting) ig %o be folloved in Editcrial Roard
noetings.

Lota2g {wonm fthe Josx»d Yeeiings shall be taXkeun in the
Taditeviszl Bosxd amzetinzs. Fhese nohtes aroe not for
canzsal gsaf? rafezreaces.

Voting decisions shall be recorded on Roll Call Shestis,.

A byizfinp for the endire steff shall follew Ecocard
seevings. At this tine editc;‘{l cssigonents, staff
essigments shell be arranged end sterf?™ opinions
colicited.

Tha Bditer shall heve the power %o cell s Beard
aeeting whenever the nzed arises.,

iency, o topics will be

in the infterest of €xpe
5 evionsly beiny cleared with the

31ux0u ced withou?
."aﬂi N &

=

vard 'fenbers® Oblizations:

tortel Bourd *eabdors huve e particular obliguticn to be
1 sformed and to exvrese their opinions elearly. A

I
suirnsibhle wnd Shozowghly resee;cninn and inforaed zroum

)2 wvet comprise an Haitorizal Bosra if the beard

Looruliil) 143 rasponsivilities adequatily.

270.



APPENDIX AA

Letter of Endorsement
from Paula Simons, Chairman
Commission of Freedom of the Scholastic Press
Journalism Education Association
to
Joan Lentezner, Muncie, Indiana
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‘Leading the way in
scholastic journalism
and media education'

affiliated with AEJ, NSPA, NCTE, NEA and Quill & Scroll

Journalism Education Association

701 Crecstline
Wichita, Kansas 67212
f'rassmm-f June 14, 1974

T. Jan Wiveman
803 Hller-st
1 ” DeKalb, IL. 50115

ATTENTION: Legal Adviser(s) for Ms. Joan T. Lentczner
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

:® Ted Tajima .

ﬁﬁ?@ﬁﬁ?ﬁfW‘ It was brought to my attention on June 17 that Joan T.

Alhambra. CA. 91801 Lentczner, publications adviser at Yorktown (Indiana) High
j;umNDVWsrn&mmNT School during the 1973-74 school year has been dismissed from
: ﬁ:ifi . her position. Basis of the dismissal by the EBoard of Education
- gy ey was slated as the publication in the Broadcaster, the high
& Lewiston.ID. 83501 school newspaper, of a five-part series on Sexual Related Problems
| SECRETARY of Yorktown High School students.
Manion Anderson

e el As chairman of the Commission on Freedom of the Scholastic
. . Sheboygen, WI. 53081 Press for the Journalism Education Association, I was greatly
+ TREASURER disturbed by the action on the part of the Yorktown Board of
;¢g:m:ﬁ:ﬁ£mu Education. Mrs. Lentczner's release from the school system also
ey cauges consternation to the Journalism Education Association.
77 LaCrosse, W1 54601
iégxumﬂvgﬂmnmuav Having read all five articles in the series, I find that they
|, Eiwood Karwand are handled in a porfessional manner indicative of the training and
i i Jjournalism background Mrs, Lentczner has evidentally implanted in
;. Eau Claire, W1. 51701 her younyg writers.
| _PAST PRESIDENT '
\™ Bruee Minteer In Fart No. 3 of the series in the Broadcaster, Vol. 4, No. 13
T-bc iyl hene (26 april 1974), the writer quotes a physieian, Dr. Cooley, as saying:
‘3 Freepurt, 1. 61032

; Pre-marital sex is an individual matter and only
3. A rroblem to individuals. . .People think they have

; found something new. Really they haven't. They're

4 Just talking more. It seems as though every generation
kiis to discover the wheel all over again. .

¥ In this same servlies & clergyaan, Rev, Iillips, wvas quoted:

Theue l:ids ean tell you arything you want to know

» about rex, thoere is no knowlelre they don't know. « .
If I would bring a tuneh (of boys) in here and start
to talk aoout nox, they could Just tell you anythin:.

d e o oL heard 2 boy and #irl ialking the other day. . .
| lle said som boy ot a ¢rivl progmant, and the girl
2 sudd, 'He's erazy; Le should have uged gomelhing, o o
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Joan T, Lenlczner Page 2

Both these items manifest the writer's contention that there was a need for
the sceries——profesesional men recognilzed the free attitude toward sex.

FPurthermore, for this one article alone the writcer, Managing Editor
Ted Hargard, consulted four physicians and three clersyman for his reported
information, thus illustrating his willingness to take his time to produce
a sound story, The fact that Haggard would devotic this kind of time illustratces
that he felt the topic was pertinent to his readers.

In the final issue of the series, the editor of the 1973 Broadecaster
staff, Cindy Shroeder, said in 2 page 4 editorials

The criteria of the paper follows: . . .Responsibility-- in
the public intcreost use mature and considered judgement at
all times, use the news on the bacsis of the sirmificance
and usefulness to the publie, respect rights of privacy,
clearly define sources of news, and tell the reader when
competent sources cannot be identified, instruct its staff
members to conduct themselves with decorum,

I would challenme anyone on the Board of Education of Yorktown School
District to indicate where, in any part of the series, these points were not
carried out. ’ '

First of all is the issue of publishing the topic at 21l. Youth under-
stand and know the needs and dilcemmas of their peers better than any adult
including the mother who advocates "my daughter tells me everything.™
If the editorial staff of the Broadcaster felt this issue was pertinent to
the students, then, to live with themselves and to live within the framework
of our constitution which upholds freedom of expression, the series needed
to be published, '

Second, the staff did respect the privacy of individuals, for in the
first part of the series where the writer interviewed students who had
engaged in pre~marital sex, no names were rcvealed, and no implications were
made regarding personalities.

Third, in the remainder of the series, sources were clearly defined.
Furthermore, as is illustrated in Part No. 2, Vol. 4, Ho., 12 (29 March 1974),
news of Planned Parenthood and other scecial service .agencies was selected
"on the basis of the significance and usefulness to the public." Information
was decent and within tasteful bounds. The final article on Abortion and
Sex Education illustrated "usefulness" of news to the public as well
as mature Jjudgement in coverage of these so-called "touchy" items.

Finally, the writer of the series conducted nimself with decorum as
is evidenced in the material presented. Ife consulted with authorities,
dug for facts and presented as much information as he could without becoming
offensive to the reader.
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Joan T. Lentczner ' Page 3

In the final issuc of the series (13 Hay 1974), Lhe reader is Lol
of the staffc's belief in the articles. In the cditorial note "Broadcaster
concludes five-part sex series" p. 4, the writer atates:

We have not claimed to be absolute authorities on the
subject of human sexuality, but we have tried to present
basic information we feel high school students need to knowe
If the series has prevented one individual from undergoing
a traumatic experience through a sexual relationsnip, then
we feel the series has been worth the effort.

The staff believed in what it published.

Rather than terminating the employment of Mrs. Lentczner because of the
freedon illustrated in these articles, the Yorktown Board of Education
(refcrred to in the Broadecaster as Mt. Pleasant Township Community School
Board) should be proud to have nired such a teacher who is not afraid to
teach each student to face facts, who is ready to counsel with a student
who is concerned about a problem (as was Ted Hazgard), and who teaches the
student to approach and handle the problem on a professional ba51s, including
consultinz with the administration.

Too often advisers censor because of fear of losing their jobs, not
because an article illustrates poor journalism. Thus, the students learn to
write for controlled publications and may never realize the value of responsible
reporting and facing up to the issues at hand. This, then, will be the same
education they will carry with them throughout life, :

It is because of the aforementioned facts that the Journalism Education
Association Commission on Scholastic Freedom lends full endorsement and
support to the cause initiated by Joan T. Lenteczner, who, we contend, was
dismissed for teaching responsible freedom of expression, an inherent journalistic

quality.
The Freedom Statement, established by JEA in the spring of 1972, states:

Suppression and censorship of news coverage and editorial

opinion violates the Constitutional and traditional guarantees of
freedom of expression, press, and inquiry. The scholastic press
is the market place of ideas., Curtailing expression will limit
the academic freedom of the instructor to teach the students to
operate under the Constitutional guarantees of freedom.

Supprcssion and censorship are what JEA is fighting. Ireedom, accuracy
and resnonsibility are the issues on which we stand., These latter issues,
all evident in the Lentezneor case, are what inspire me as JEA Freedoms
Comnicsion Chairmon to speak for her cause and to offer the support of JEA.

Sircerely,

Faula Simonc (lrs.)
JEA Chairman
Commiccion on Scholustic Froedom
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APPENDIX BB

Articles from The Cardinal Call, Millington, Michigan
as compared to Articles from The Millington Herald
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" Articles carried in THE CARDINAL CALL,

Michigan, on January 18,

the city weekly, the following week.

Volleyball Team Story, THE CARDINAL CALL

coaches announce volleyball roster

Varsity and junior var-
sity volleyball teams were
-announced, Monday, Jamuary
14, by Varsity coach, Miss
Van Meter and JV coach,
Miss Smith.

Girls who were accepted
for Varsity 1level were
Kari Hancock, Sandy
Lothrup, Cindy Rodabaugh,
Brenda  Saeger, Yvonne
Stange, Lanette Weber,
Sandy Weber and Autumn
Whitehead.

Duvall, Janice McCrandall,
Debbie Osmon, Jan Rivard,
Jill Rivard and Beth

‘Robinson.

Schédule for the volley-
ball games is as follows:
Jan, 21- Yale (a) b4:30
Jan. 29- Mayville (H) 7:30
Feb, 5- Imlay City (A)

k:30
Feb. 11- North Branch (A)

Feb, 18- Frankenmuth

Playing for the junlor
varsity squad
Karen Daniels,

Kathy Daniels, Connie

are Tina

Bus Routes
THE CARDINAL CALL

" special routes on

Zmergency bus routes are
still in effect for Mill-
ington High-School during

“28d weather,:  Buses will
travel on clear main roads

only, according to Mr.
Shell.

If roads are impassable,
you are expected to get to
a main road which buses
are going to travel if you
want to be picked upe.

Listen to radio statiomns
WTAC~600 and WFDF-910 for

school closings and if the;

emergency bus routes are
.going to be used.
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Feb. 20=- Reese
Feb, 26-  Akron-Fair

Millington High School, Millington,
1974, then printed in THE MILLINGTON HERALD,

Volleyball Team
THE MILLINGTON HERALD

jt1. L1
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i Schodale for the \oi leybudl ga-
mes is 05 Tollows: ;

an. 21 Yzla A 4:30

hie
F 2

an, 29 XNoyville H 7:30
“eb, § I;.'.r" Cily A £:32
Feb, 11 ¥

ooh Praneh A 10D
eb, 18 Fr: 1
eb, 20 Reon

E]"cb. 24

Bus Routes
THE MILLINGTON HERALD
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APPENDIX CC

Letters to the Editor and Editors Note
The Millington Herald
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THE MILLINGTON HERALD
Millington, Michigan

Editor's Note as written by Mr, Jim Wilson, editor of THE MILLINGTON HERALD;
the note preceded letters to the editor (included on the following page)

written by staff members of THE CARDINAL CALL, Millington High School.

EDITORS NOTE: The following <

[etters to the VFditor from Paula
Mohr and Barh Betts arrived at
the Herald Oftice about (wo hours
past deadline however we elected
to find a spot for them.

It is unfortunate this year's

Caedinal Call staff is a Httle
narrow minded. In the past The
Herald has had GOOD working
arrangements  with  the  school
paper and like with the LakeVille
school newspaper  staff,  from
time to timc cxchange ideas,
pictures. cte.

True, the Cardinal Call Advisor
offered the Herald more than the
* photo used. but all of which did
. not do justice to the Court, and
: unlike Miss Betts. savs in her
“letter, we were not offercd use
following publication.

It sccms a shame that this
SCHOOL ncwspaper staff begr-
udged these three girls from
having their pictures in the local
paper.

Since
consider the Cardinal Call com-
peution, but a school paper
supported by tax dollars for
school use, we feel the Cardinal

the Herald does not |

Call stalf out steps its bounds by
frving (o compcele with an cstab-
lished newspaper,

If in fact the Cardinal Call went
to the same arca subscription as
we do we would consider that
dilferent, except in todays world
of the news, it is quite common to
loan pictures to other paper, help
them with type setting when their
machinery fails, etc.

A good example of newspapers
trading would be the story of St.
Paul's Window Dcdication last
week. Rudy Petzold, Publisher of
the Tuscola County Advertiser is
a member of the church, could
have . well kept the glory to
himself by “‘scooping’ the Her-
ald. He however provided the
Herald with a news release to be
sure all of the people in this area
knew of the dedication.

We can only hope the staunch
principles taught to Millington
Journalists will be partly laid
aside before they attempt to enter
into the field of journalism.
’Too. 1 might point out. neither
girl was on hand when The
Herald talked to the Cardinal Cali
Advisor about the pictures.
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THE MILLINGTON HERALD
Millington, Michigan

In the February 21 issuc of the
Millington Herald you printed
that you didn’t have picturcs of
the snow gueen’s court because,
"the Cardinal Call staff would not
allow the Herald to use pictures of
the court.”

"As a mcember of the Cardinal
Call staff, 1 would like the
opportunity to decfend our posi-
tion,

The reason we didn't **allow™
you to use a picture of the queen’s
court, was becausc no group
picturc of the court was ever
taken. There were individual
pictures taken, however.

You alse failed to print that you
were given about ten pictures of
the homecoming, including the
qucen candidates, from which to
choose for your paper. Out of
these, you chose the picture of
qucen Lynctte which appeared in
the Fcbruary 21 issue.

You also didn’t print that the
picture of the candidates which
appeared in the February 22
issue of the Cardinal Call were
also available for your use the
week after the Cardinal Call came
out.

We felt that since these pic-

tures belong to the journalism
department we should have first
priority in their use.

You alse printed that you
“borrowed’” a photo from the
“*school””, But may | point out to
you that you borrowed the photo
from the journalism staff of the
school, not the school itsclf,

I'm sorry” that you misunder-
stoodd the reasons for which you
were denied “first” use of our
picturcs, but 1 hope this will clear
up some of the controversy.

Thank you for the opportunity
to cxpress my position on this
matter, )
Barb Betts
Co-editor of the Cardinal Call

ey

Letters to the editor as written by staff members
of the high school newspaper, THE CARDINAL CALL.
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Stated in your February 21,
1974 issuc under the column,
*Around Town,”" was the follow-
i "'We were able to borrow one
photo from the school, however,
the Cardinal Call staif would notr

allow the Hcerald to use the

pictures of the Court.™”

-1 would like 10 make a few
corrections regarding this inac-
curate statcment. .

Not enc, but approximately ten
picturcs were made available to
the Herald (one of each candidate
and the remaining of the queen.
Whether they were suitable for
YOUT purpose or nol, was not our
concern. We offered what we
- had, except the photos we were
,using in our paper.
No picture of the court as a

L proup was taken by the **Cardinal
yCall™” stallf, just individual shots.
‘These were offered to you, too
Yexeept four).  Apparently  the
photographs taken were not sa-
tisfactory, as you did not print
them. rather stating that the

school  paper  staff would not

coapcerate.,

Unethical and unprofessional it
would scem, if we gave you the
four pictures that we were using
in our paper for Friday (Feb. 22y
and vou also printing them in
your own Thursday edition (Feb.
21), Whercupon, the public would
view first in your paper, next in
ours.

Credit would he given to the
school paper, of course. but the
j idea of having those chosen
{ photos scen first in  another
t newspaper would not create ad-
} miration for the faully camera
; party.
i On the contrary, it would
[nriginntc an imensce dislike and
-an issuc  that would not be
i forgotten by those involved.
I Was there something  wrong
[ with- the nine other pictures? 1
}aw _Ihr'm 1] liw_ other  day,
¢ thinking that you might have had
Ta poor selection. After viewing
i+ them, | saw no reason as to why
!‘such a paragraph was stated
Preparding the stublorness of the
MHS paper stalf.

The picture selected for publi-
cation was chosen by the Herald,
not us. Blame should be placed on
someone clse  other  than  the
“Cardinal Call,"”

Paula Mohr
Cardinal Call  Staff
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The purpose of this study was to determine the extent of censorship
existing in high school yearbooks and newspapers, which authority in the
school system is mainly responsible for restrictions, whether community
standards affect the coverage of controversial items in school publications,
how student editors view the restrictions, and finally, the underlying reasons
for press censorship 01.1 the high school level.

To investigate the censorship problem, the author surveyed three major
and two supplementary sources. Selecting 300 schools from mailing lists
provided by the Journalism Education Association and the Quill and Scroll
Society, the author sent questionnaires to (1).the student editors of the news-
paper and yearbook; (2) the journalism adviser(s); and (3) the scheol admin-
istrator at each school. Advisers were requested to furnish names of com-
munity members and legal advisers, supplementary sources whom the author
then queried. Although the main thesis information resulted from these
questionnaires, personal interviews were also conducted with advisers,
editors and administrators. The author also communicated with writers in -
high school journalism and with advisers who were involved in dismissals
from their positions due to restrictions ‘in press freedom.

The major finding from the surveys was that the advisers, not the
administrators, are the principal sources of censorship. Related findings

indicated that this censorship results from advisers' (1) possible feeling of



incompetence because of lack of formal training; (2) lack of understanding of
the legalities involving the press and thus a deficiency in clarifying press
law and responsibility to the students; (3) disagreement among adviser,
editor and administrator because of lack of formal guidelines, policies and/or
boards of publication.

Overall findings indicated that most high school journalists operate a

controlled press.





