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z'l‘l.l'e‘Co-operator' Is Indebted to Farmsteaﬂ, Stock and Home for
; the Information Here Contained, and Also to

H. R. Leonard, Dairy Marketing Editor
of That Journal

The American Association  of
' Creamery Butter Manufacturers is-
sued a nation-wide call to the trade,
from which F. S. & H. quotes exten-
sively. Readers of The Co-operator
will note with itnerest the wide-em-
bracing extent of the call:
“We are extending this invitation

to exchanges which are active andy

meet for the purpose of trading and
“to establish market values; to state
‘and national associations, the mem-
bership of which is predominantly
- made up of ‘manufacturers, packers,
shippers, canners, commission men,
‘buyers, brokers, etc., of the following
agricultural products: Butter, milk,
chéese, ice cream, eggs, poultry, Jive
stock, flour, milk - condensed), grain,
potatoes, cotton, vegetables, wool,
fruit, tobacco. ; . :
“Invitations will also be extended
to the. American Bankers’ Association
and the United States Chamber. of
Commerce.” 2 ;
Was anything produced by the
farmer left out, and if so, why? The
list seems fairly inclusive. Y
. Now as to the purpose. Again we
quite: 3 : ‘
‘“The agricultural trades in- our
‘country represent several billion dol-
lars of invested capital and have per-’
. formed a wonderful service and.must
be. given credit for development un-
§urpassed in-history, and unsurpassed
in general prosperity, and this devel-
opment is that. of pioneers and indi-
vidual enterprise and cannot be cred-
ited to new ideas of political ccon-
omy.” : Y
And still again:
“In-recent years co-operative mar-
keting has expanded, -mainly on ae-
. count of a law passed by Congress in
1922, 'This law, known as the Co-
operative Marketing Act, or Capper-
Volstead Act ,extends to co-operative
* . associations the right to deal in non-
member . production also . immunity:
from our:trust laws.” '
“It does mot seem Tright that our
~state and = federal = governments
‘through a multitude. of public ser-
vants, paid and sustained by the tax-
payers’ ‘money, should render special
_8ervice to build: other partially tax-
. exempt competitive business, or to
.-"’al,d_ and develop any form of business
which has the effect of depriving any-
one o_f their property and other ccn-
stitutional rights.” ;
. Thig seems fairly conclusive as to
whose ox is to be gored. ;
And. how? The call says: -
o “It is unfortunate that any part of
business should ‘become mixed upin
‘politics, but that is the situation con-
fronting us now. We cannot under-
estimate ‘the. formidable forces back
. of the co-operative marketing or agri-
cultural products, which forces have
become a menace to invested capital
‘and the established way of handling
farm products. :
“The present issue, which is backed
S0 .strongly by our Government, i
decidedly different from the co-oper-
ative development we have had with
us for many years. The isste now is
that of co-operative marketing, not
in a small way, but on a National
“ scale and in the big terminal markets
for the: purpose of establishing pro-
- ducer-control of value, it might be
said, without regard to the principle
of supply and demand.”
" “The situation calls for careful but
thorough political handling.”
Who Were Present?
November 30 was the day -of the
~ meeting,  Chicago was the place.
S. & H. records that there was pres-
ent, among others:
' American Association of Creamery
~.Butter Manufacturers, . 3
U. S. Egg Society. -
National Association of Ice
 ‘Manufacturers. e
American Fruit and Vegetable Ship-
pers’ ‘Association.
International Association of -Milk
Dealers. .
The Board of Trade of the City of
Chicago.
New York Mercantile Exchange.
Chicago’ Mercantile Exchange.
St. Paul Live Stock Exchange.
Tennessee Cotton Sales. i
American Feed Manufacturing.
Liyvestock Exchange of Omaha.
Grain ‘Dealers’ National = Associa-
tion ‘
Produce Exchange of'Los Angeles.
Chicago Live Stock Exchange.’
Boston Produce Exchange.
- Fairly representative of “the trade.”
~Mr. Leonard sat with pencil poised to
. get for us a picture of what was go-
ing on in the minds of those present,
Here are a few snap shots.
. Co-operators Are “Weak Sisters”
‘Farmers who join co-operatives are
weak sisters who have allowed agita-
. tors to make them: believe they are
- not getting a square deal, : ;
' ‘The little appropriation of $25,-
i .000,00 appropriated to the Bureau of

Cream

Markets in 1914 has grown to an ap-|

. propriation of $5,000,000. This and
. more goes to educate the farmer to

. supplant the present method of mar-|,

o keting.

- . We can object to the nursing, wet |

nursing and subsidizing which  the

£

P

farmer has received urging him to
go into this system of marketing
which we as practical business men
know cannot succeed.

You must abandon your business
(as merchants) and devote your time
to prevent the growth of this bureau-
cratic idea (Co-operative marketing.)

The Bureau of Markets does noty
furnish one iota of information that
our livestock exchange at Omaha did
not furnish free of charge. We are
all under government supervision and
we are fighting for our lives.

Farmers have stood head and shoul-
der above other lines when it comes
to failures. (So few among farmers.)

The New York Mercantile Ex-
change brought twelve men with ns
because we want to send twelve mis-
sionaries back to the east. The pres-
enit laws in regard to co-operative or-
ganizations exceed just limits and we
should take steéps to repeal such non-
American laws. The New York Mer-
cantile Exchange has 450 members
engaged in trade. i L

If any dangerous proposition has
conte to this country during my life-
time it is the co-operative marketinw
propaganda: It is the most destruc-
tive thing that has come to this Gov-
ernment. ;

God bless the farmer—we all love
him. S R
The farming industry in this courn-
try is in a healthy coéndition® and can
stand on.its own feet.

I have wondered whether the busi-
ness men would ever wake up to what
the radicals are trying to put over.

I do not like the teaching of go-
operation in - the public schools. It
smaegks too much of sovietism.

It"is usually a disgruntled farmer

who joins a co-operative organizatior
and I have yet to find a self-thinking:
farmer will join one.
 There are many men among the co-
operators who are no different from
the worst element in the unions. .
. ‘Socialism and co-operative market-
ing have taken all the pep out.of Den-
mark. . The co-operative movement is
impractical and uneconomic. Many
farmers in Minnesota are from coun-
tries/in Europe where co-operation. is
so inborn that it has become warped.

My, ‘Jardine is mow going ‘to edu-
cate!the president - to. co-operative
marketing which is a hazardous thing,

You go to war and ‘win wars abroad
but none at home. ' Men, it is strange
we will ‘stand for these things.

“Be It Further Resolved!”

The meeting ended with the follow-
ing resolution:

Be It Further Resolved, That a
permanent. non-profit-making -organ-
ization be formed, to be known as the
Federated -Agricultural Trades of
America, and that the chair be auth-
orized to appoint, at its discretion, a
committee of fifteen, consisting -of
him 1f and fourteen  .others, within
two weeks time, to apply for the ne-
cessary charter, prepare a constitu-
tion and by-laws, set up a schedule
of dues; solicit"members; and do-such
other things as may be necessary to
perfect a permanent organization.

So-the Chicago session ended.

Mr. Leonard records the meeting as
saying, by resolution:

“We ave opposed to the Co-opera-
tive Marketing act know nas the Cap-
per-Volstead ‘Act. ~We believe this
law, authorizing producer associdtions
to have imniunity under our trust
laws, is unconstitutional.”

"He pertinently remarks that

“Co-operative organizations are not
and never were given immunity under
our trust laws. :

“Trust laws are drawn to prevent
conspiracies between competitors hav-
ing, for their object the restraint .of
trade. el Fi

“Our ‘{rust. laws have never pre-
vented thousands of individuals to
pool their capital by buying into our
great corporations. Many of -these
corparations have many more stock-
holders than any co-operative market-
ing organization and the great work
they can dois only possible because
of ‘L. right given individuals to pool
their rescurces in this way.”

What the Farmers Should Do

After expressing with considerable|

clarity -the.idea of the meeting that:
“The issue now is that of co-oper-
ative marketing not in a small way

but on a national scale and in the big| -

terminal markets.” §
Chairman Jensen went on to ex-
plain what he conceived ‘to be the
whole duty of the farmer.
the Jensen formula: ;
“The first. principle of diversified

{farming is to diversify—keep cows,

hens, and
ete.” ;

What does the reader .make  of
that2: v e
* Once upon a time the farmers. of
North Dakota were told to ' .

“Go home and slop the hogs!”
And every reader of The Co-opera-
tor knows what happened.

If the “Federated Agricultural
Trades of America” extends a like
invitation to thirty million farmers
1t is taking in a lot of territory. .

hogs, raise fruit, vegetables,

" RESOLUTION
‘Be it also Resolved, That we the

" stockholders of the Farmers Union|

' Co-Op.. Mer,, Ass’n. of Centropolis,
Kan., favor enacting into law the
‘McNary-Haugen bill as passed by the

1st congress. .
o . .+ 'B. C. Nelson, _
© ‘M. S. Steward, . .

' Mahlen Groenmiller,
.20 Committee.

RESOLUTION -

to the present system of selling hogs
direct to the packer and favor Our
Congress enacting a law abolishing

‘| the Mistletoe-_Stock' Yards.

B. C. Nelson, "
M. S. Steward, -

~+ Mahlen Groenmiller.
s ~ Committeé.

‘trade. and is expanding

Here is| -
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HERE IS THE BUG UNDER THE

: CHIP '

It is a well established fact that
the packers have.taken the initiative
in direct country buying and ship-
ping. They have sent their agents
into the country sections establish-
ing ' concentrating arrangements at
many places and in some instances
have had enough influence to get
the railroads to enlarge old shipping
yards or build new yards, suitable
for assembling, sorting, consolidat-
ing, weighing and shipping to them-
selves direct. The packers have gone
into the territory, uninvited, and in
a short time driven out the regular
local buyer, the farmer’s co-opera-
tive agent, or forced these people to
become the packers’ agents.

Wherever direct buying has been
put into effect by the packers, the
process: has been to get everything:
into their own hands through the des-
trucdtion of competition.. In  ma
places producers have seen the ad-

vent of a new buyer and welcomed

him as a source of new and active
competition, only to find that as soon
as he put the former local buyer out
of competition the price paid the)
producer-in the “country was de-
creased. R
The fact that the packers have the
ability to influence the railroads . to
spend large sums -of money for un-
loading; loading and other facilities
at concentrating points and to make
the packers special: concessions for
sorting and handling hogs, consolid-
ating and reconsigning them on ori-
ginal’ weighbills, is® working against
the producers’ interests, and the rail-
roads are losing sight, of ‘the ' fact
that the producers’ prosperity is of
more value to them in building up
their own territory than the gain in
complying with: the packers’ request.
They are aiding the packers at the
expense of the. producers. :
Since the packers have shown
such outstanding initiative in direct
buying it is reasonable to conclude
that they _derivevbeneﬁts, commen-
surate with their efforts and expense
involved. ' Had they tried the pro-
position for a time and then quit,
the natural supposition would have
been that there were no benefits to
themselves, - but instead, they pur-
chased in the country in 1927, 34 per
cent of the total number marketed in
1927, or practically three times as
many as they bought and -shipped di-
rect in 1924. If the direct buy in
1924 had proven unprofitable it
would' not have been increased to
three times in 1927. To anyone who
stops to. analyze these conditions it
is evident that direct buying is being
extended by the . packers’ side be-
cause of the advantages.and benefit
they receive. R !
There are only two sides to direct
buying, namely the packer,’ with his
great resources and close touch with
world conditians,. and ‘the producer.
The latter, 'because of his smaller:
contact with things in general, has
less: chance to know about market
conditions—the supply and demand.
Since the direct buyer iy getting at-
tractive returns from this process of
rapidly, it
naturally follows that the producer
must. be getting less. No one can
play the other fellow’s game and win,
and the producer ,by selling to di-
rect ' shippers, is doing that very
thing. If there were no other angles
to direct buying than the unpreced-
ented initiative packers have shown
in éxtending it, that fact alone should
be a sufficient reason that it.is not
a good thing for the producers and
that they should get away from it.
What the packers want is to get
away from the competition with oth-,
er packers existing at the central
markets, and the producer knows
that there is only one packer repre-
sentative buying in his territory, thus
avoiding competition.—K. C. Drov-
ers Telegram, Jan, 3, 1928,

- MILK

Here’s a song by Mercedes < John-
son, a pupil of the Hinckley schools..
It is to be sung to the tune of “0O’d
Black Joe.” ! ; .

; L :

Gone are the days -

Since people used to think

Coffee and tea

Were the only thing to

Now is-the time,

We drink milk every day
It helps to keep us f
Healthy, wide-awake and gay.

drink.

Chorus:
I’'m learning, I'm. learning,
To drink milk every. day;
Do drink it when it’s pure,
-Is what the doctors say.

« L

M-—I—L—K, =

The only thing to drink,
- Children and .parents,

All like it well, I think,
I hope you’ll learn

To drink it every day,
It helps to keep you
- Happy, wide-awake and gay. .
s Chorus. T

CLAY COUNTY - % ! :
. Swanson Tocal No, 1191
GREENWOOD COUNTY
Neal Local No. 1313
LANE COUNTY
. Amy Local No. 1564
MARSHALL COUNTY . .
.. Dow Local No. 868
OSBORNE  COUNTY
Victor Local No. 775

o ‘' RUSSELL COUNTY
Be it resolved that we are opposed|

Supflower Local No. 1745,
PILEY COUNTY, ;

Rock Island l.ocal No: 1109
WABAUNSEE COUNTY )

Kaw Valley Local No. 1935
BLLSWORTE COUNTY

Prairvie Star 44 .
LINCOLN COUNTY

‘Dew Drop 454

_+ The. .nﬁqst‘, _ﬁrofthwhile"fun ‘in life
‘must. be gotten from your ,work.

n Neighborhood Notes

THREE BUSY DAYS

Busy days are not a novelty in the
pleasant life of the editor, but three
very pleasant ones.were spent in
Anderson county, Jan. 7, 8, and 9,
The county meeting: was held at
Westphalia, on Saturday afternoon,
and I missed it. This, I believe, is
the first meeting I have failed to
“make” so far. I regretted it, be-
cause a lot of folks had battled snow
and mud to attend, and I arrived just
after most of them had gone home.
1 drove back to Welda, and to the
home of County President Wes. Grif-
fith, and then to the Gallia school
house for the night meeting. An in-
terested crowd gathered, among
them Mr. and Mrs. Virden Rose, who
used. to live in' Norton county and
are now near Colony. This country
school house has a nice play ground
a full basement, well drained, furn-
ace heat, a well arranged stage for
school programs, good equipment. A
fine arrangement, evidence of com-
munity spirit and vision. = Sunday
afternoon a meeting was held in the
commodious auditorium of the Wel-
da community school house. = A fine
crowd was present.  Monday I drove
to the Gretten home, near Kincaid,
after spending Sunday night at the
home of County Secretary. J. C.
‘Glasgow in Lone Elm. At this farm
home in the open country a house
full of folks gathered, quite a “few
"of théem not members of the union. A
dinner with chicken and everything
was served at noon.  Not being very
well I ate only a few pieces of chick-
en and two platefuls. of other groc-
‘eries. * I rather thought some of the
others felt about like I did, since they
acted about the same.. After some
peppy songs and yells, and some in-
strumental music, I talked for a few
hours and everyone went home : to
rest. - Drove back through Welda and
up to Garnett, where Bro. Van Sickle
.had provided ~a hall for - the night
meeting. . Due ‘to, his effort ‘State
Senator Smith L. Jackson, the' edi-
tors of both the Garnett Review and
the Anderson Countian, Doctor Mil-
ler, who: had much to do with estab-
lishing the State Sanitarium for Tu-
berculosis at Norton, &dnd  other
townspeople, were in attendance. It

or enthusiastic bunch of folks than
I met on this vacation trip, and they
can stand more punishment than any
other living' people. = Some of' them
attended two .or. three time, ' Drove
back to Kansas City; left the car and
took the 2;20 a. m. train . for Omaha,

It was a delightful “experience, and
I shall réemember it.

ELLSWORTH COUNTY MEETING
" The Ellsworth Gounty Farmers Ed-
ucative and - Co-operative Union  of
America at the annual meeting elected
the following officers: President, W,

non; secretary-treasuver, J,  C. Pos-
pisil; conductor, C: A. Chapman; door-
keeper, Chas. Schwartzel, The meet-
ing  was ‘well: attended and 4 cents
gas  was discussed ‘with powers of
State Highway Commission now have
upon which the following’ resolution
was voted on. dusbton
Resolution

Resolved by the unanimous: vote of
the members of = Ellsworth.  County
Farmers Union, That they are oppos-
ed ‘to-the calling of a special session
of.tbe ._Legi§1ature to vote on the prop-
osition to give the state highway com-
mission -any more power than they
now enjoy. ;
' . Resolved, also ,that the members
of ' the Ellsworth County Farmers
Union, hereby instruct their repre-
sentative from Ellsworth county, and
.also their senator from the 84th sen-
atorial district to vote and to work to

. Resolved that copies of this resolu-
tion be sent to the above mentioned
members of the legisla ture, also the
official paper. : ah

. Secretary-treasurers of '
Ellsworth. County Farmers Union,

‘(;O-OPERATION DID IT

During the first eleven months of
1927, the Farmers’ Union Live Stock
-Cqmmlsgmn of South Saint Joseph
Missouri, handled a total of "7.842
cars of livestock for the 1
with a total value of $183,037,457.96:
The total net savings for this period
were $72,069.46. The net savings
belqng to the farmers who consigned
their livestock - to. this co-operative
ageney and at the close of the busi-
ness year, they will receive their
share on a pro rata basis. During
this eleven month period this €o-0p-

“| erative ‘agency bought 308 cars of

livestock for the farmers to take out

| to" their feed lots.

This splendid * record 'was made
possible through thorough . co-opera-
tion on the part of the farmers and
efficigncy on the part of the man-
agement. Even .though the total
yard ‘receipts are below the average
over a period of years, the “Farm-
ers” continue. to gain the propor-
tion of the total receipts”handled.

Needless tp say, this co-operative i
leading all of the firms Ol:l thezveslts.l

| Joseph market .because it is render-

ing ‘a.service that ‘is valued b
‘ ; th
farmers. = They value it to thi exf

.consigning their shi i
-‘house of the Farmel?sr.r}?ntsf Y il

At a recent meeting of the Execu-
txye Committee of the Missouri Farm-
ers’ Association, Al. J. Crawford, of

| Atlanta, Macon county, was eleeted

to serve on the Board of Directors o

the Farmers’ Union Live Stock é%r?:
mission at South Saint Joseph, Mr.
Crawford succeeds Howard A. Cow-

den, who recently tendered his resig-

would be hard to find a” more loyal

to attend the Nebraska: Convention.

L. Rezad; vice president, John Shan-|

prevent a calling of a special session. |

farmers, |

|'New Year.

tent that more and more farmers are'

Mr. Crawford has handled a large
volume of livestock on his farm and
is generally recognized as one of the
biggest feeders in north Missouri.
His practical experience as a farmer
and a feeder should be valuable as-
sets to him as a member of the board
of this co-operative agency.

TREGO COUNTY LOCAL NO 753

The members of Farmers Union
Local No. 753, with their families
met in a combined business and so-
cial session at the Folkers school-
house last Friday evening, January
6. There was the election of the
officers of the Ladies’ Auxiliary as

follows: ;

President, Mrs. T. M. Turman;
vice president, Mrs, W. C. Moore;
secretary-treasurer, Mrs. H. E. Whis-
ler; conductress, Mrs. Henry Dietz;
Chaplin, Mrs. Ella Marcy; . lecturer,
Mrs. R, H. Trudgeom.

The. officers for both the Farmers’
Union and the - Ladies’ Auxiliary
were then installed. i

President Turman then asked Vice
President Chas. Folkers to give -a
short talk, also vice President Mrs.
Moore of the Ladies’ Auxiliary. Mo-
tion was: made and  carried: that at
the next meeting which will be Feb,
3rd, the program be reversed, the
ladies . furnishing ‘the program for
the evening and the menfolks furn-
ish and prepare the refreshm " 's so
the ladies are expecting a re: ast..
The meeting adjourned and  inch
was served. The Farmers union
members will have’ their next regu-
lar session, Jan. 20, but the Ladies’
Auxiliary will not meet until Teb. 3,
unless a special meeting is called to
make plans for further’ work.

. Mrs. H. E. Whisler, Cor.

THE FARMERS UNION CO-OPER-
ATIVE CREAMERY ASSOCIA.
TION RETURNS TO CON TRI-
< BUTE TO THE COLUMNS

OF YOUR PAPER

Since the cream cans ceased their
gossiping some six months ago and |

settled down to steer your cream to
the Creamery, there has not been
any- regular contributions made by
your Creamery Association to these
columns. -« - :

- With the advent of the New Year,
we aim ‘to extend our service a step
further by bringing to the member-
ship of the Farmers Union thru the
medium of ' this .paper the news of
the activities. and ~work
Creamery Association. “We hope to
make regular contributions during
the coming year. These will consist
mainly in keeping the - membership
informed of the’trend of affairs of
the Creamery Association, its accom-

| plishments, its problems, its activi-

ties and service.

We want to bring the membership
to .a better understanding of their
Association and to this end we invite
your comment. :

The organization work of the Pro-
duce Association was again launched
the latter part of November, . These
men placed in the field were Art Mc-
Knight, T. M. Turman, W.. A. Pre-
witt, W. J. Carlton, W. F. Kinsley,
with--D.G. Francis, Field: Superin-
tendent in charge. ; .

Mr. McKnight had been working
in the Moran territory and, with the
assistance of Mr. Prewitt and -Mr.
Carlton, finished the work there ear-
ly in  December.. They turned in
thirty-four,mew contracts.

All the fieldmen then moved to the
Ransom territory with the exception.
of ‘Mr. McKnight who went over to
Olivet. " The work was concluded at
Ransom with fifty-one contracts. The
nlext objectives were Utica and Arn-
old. : :

For, some time the management
has felt the need of a field~ men’s
bulletin. ~ 'The men in the field:are

| usually working some distance apart

and are not able to keep informed of
each other’s activities. .They are
seldom in to the office and the news
of the Creamery does not reach them
promptly. . For this purpose a bul-
letin was proposed, the first number
of which was issued Thursday, Jan-
uary 6. .

Mr. N. A. Ormsby. was recently
employed as foreman of ‘the Cand-
ling: Room to take the place of Mr.
Daley who resighed a short time ago.
Mr. Ormsby has had many years’ ex-
perience in this line of work and we

‘feel his knowledge and best efforts

will be contributed to the organiza-
tion. - He began his duties January
2. The next time you visit the plant,
make it a point to meet him. We are
sure you will like him. e

A series of department’ meetings
were called by our Manager, Mr.
Seamans, at the beginning of the

Seamans reviewed the past year’s op-
erations and ‘outlined in a general
way the program:for the New Year.

‘The real purpose of the meetings

-as explained by Mr. Seamans was to

call the department heads and em-
ployees together to discuss the ac-
complishments ‘and shortcomings: for

the past year with a view of making}|

the year 1928 even.a greater year

“than 1927,

Mrs. D. G. Francis who has been
seriously ill af the home of her sis-
ter in Hargford the past three weeks
wag taken“to the 8. B. A. Hospital
in ‘Topeka last week, e

 RURAL REST LOCAL
- Rural Rest Local No. 2133 met

,Sgtt&'?ay_?‘ighlt, Jan, Tth, at th; hc;;nﬁ_
B b ki e of Chas. Neeley at 642 South Fiftl
- 'nation"as a member of this board. street in Salina. There was an at-

| since 1923.”

| 1921, and the persistently subnormal

of your|

' skimmed milk of installment paper

In these meetings, Mr.|.

| plentiful supply of grain and other

ECONOMIST NOTES UNEASINESS
" OVER “BOUTSTRAP" PROSPERITY

Virgil Jordan Tells Rhode Island Agricultural Conference That
City Industries and Trade Cannot Lift Themselves Indefin-
itely By Bootstraps to Ever Higher Levels of Pros-
perity Without Taking Farmer Alorz

terdependence of agriculture and in-
dustry holds today as much as ever,
and that true urban prosperity can
never be the companion of farm de-
pression. If business had indeed been
generally good in this country in re-
cent years in spite of or by virtue of
the farm depression, I am sure there
would be a drastic balancing of ac-
counts in store for us in the near fu-
ture. ‘Instead I have every confidence
that if there is any real prosperity in
the picture it is ahead of us and not
ehind us, and that the most impor-
tant factor in the expansion will be,
not Mr. Ford’s new car, but the long
delayed agricultural recovery which
will enable Mr. Farmer to buy Mr.
Tord’s' new car and lots of other
things he needs but hasn’t beep able
to buy so far.”

Farm Relief Takés New Turn

My, Jordan said that the Business
Men’s ‘Commission report had given
an entirely new turn to' the problem
of agricultural relief. “It shows,”
he said, “that Business has become
wide awake to the importance of the
agricultural question, and has vigor-

PROVIDENCE, R. I.— Discussing
the report of the Business Men’s
Commission on Ag.iculture, Mr. Vir-
gil ‘Jordan, Chief Economist of the
National Industrial Conference Board
told the Rhode I:land Agricu’ ‘aral
Conference here on December 1 that
the Commission’s report reflected
the “growing uneasiness of many in-
telligent and - far-sighted  business
men about our bootstrap prosperity.”

“The illusion that our city indus-
tries and trade can lift themselves
indefinitely by their bootstrapz to
ever higher levels of prosperity with-
out 'taking the farmer along,” Mr.
Jordan said, ‘“may have existed for
a time during the past five years, but
it has  not lasted very long. Our
mu 'y vaunted prosperity  in r.cent
years has had ‘something illusory, un-
certain and exceedingly uneven about
it.  Business :as a whole has not
shown more than the normal ite of
growth since '1922. All the -great
basic raw’ material producing indus-
tries, such as coal, chemicals, agri-
culture, metal” mining, and some of
those closest to them like the wool
and cotton textiles, leather, and late-
ly iron and steel, have . ccxtainly
shared little or none of the restless,
shifting and. . selective . prosperity
which has been so = extravagantly
hailed. hanks 'to the easy-money
policy of the Federal Reserve System
the stock market has been doing some
fancy aviation, but there has been no
real business boom in this country

in it. Many people feel that business
‘has only put its foot in it, but in the
end it will be seen that it has really
taken the agricultural problc.a oub
of the fumbling hands of its political
partisans and ‘strategists and vt it
on a basis where it can be dei't with-
honestly and intelligently. The coun=
try at large was preparing to heave
a great sigh of. relief as soon as it.
was publicly announccd that' the far-
niers have been saved, and to forget
all about the matter thereafter. Ev-
erylody  expected that the ‘Commis-
sion’s’ report would be ign agreeable
and melodious song and dance reas-

Slow and Uncertain Recovery
“The prime reason for this is the
slow and uncertain recovery of our
agriculture {rom’ the depression of

purchasing power of the enormous
part of our domestic market repre-
sented by the farm populztion. Even
the enormous foreign loans by which
our export trade has been: largely
sustained, and the growth of install-
ment  selling which. has been ' aca-
demicalls certified as the 'cause of
our recent ‘prosperity, have not. fully
offset the drag upon general business
which unfavorable agricultural .con-
ditions' have caused. We shall have
no general all around prosperity ‘in
this country until the farmer has
some of ‘it too, for real prosperity
starts at the ground and works up
from the: bottom.

“Intelligent ' and ' far-sighted busi-
ness men have more and more cleav-
ly realized these things in the past
year.and a half.: “They have looked
with ever greater. skepticism upon
the promised land flowing with the

around, after the immemorial man-
ner of commissions in general. . In-
stead it has rudely shaken the scep-
ticism, complacency or indifference
of some of the business groups who
have had as much interest in farm-
ers as'.in fairies. It has upset the

counted on getting most of the agri-
‘éultural skeleton .into their party

turbed ‘the = cocksureness ' of ~many
farm groups who have lately felt that

tain to be achieved in the next Con-
gress. : et

The Commission, Mr. Jordan said,
has not recommended any sweeping
reduction of the tariff. ‘“For the first
time in any document of this kind
the tariff is dealt with not as a par-
tisan ‘question and not on the. basis
of deenrooted prejudices regarding
protection of free trade, but as an in-
strument of great power and useful-
ness for determining the natio:'a’ de-
velopment. .Notwithstanding -the
erroneous -impressions - which  some
public’ officials and others have gain-
ed from ‘considering the report with~
out reading it, the Commissi 1 tokes
no dogmatic position on the tariff. It
gives ‘due credit to the tariff for the
iraportant part which ‘it has nlayed
in our economic development . nd de-
r.ands onlv that it continue to be
used for this purpose in the wisest

way.” |

and the honey ‘of deferred payments.
The margin of “profit in the great
urban business of taking in each oth-
ers’ ‘washing has steadily declined.
The menacing growls of. foreign in-
dustrial combines,:the increasing ner-
vousness over - foreign *.loans, and
the growing | inclination = of other.
countries, to. rlay. tariff too, all ¥ive
roused in the breast of more : and
more business men.a renewed inter-
est in what is going on way down
yonder in ‘the cornfield.” = *

“If general business conditions in
this .country during the - past five,
years.are correctly diagnosed, it will
be seen that the old principle of in-

GOOD TIMES AT EAGLE STAR

Editor Union Farmers—

~Thought I would write -and tell
you of the good times we have been
having at our meetings, -We meet
on the first and third Monday nights:
of the month. . One meeting is just
a business meeting, but the other. is
for a social time. v
bers bring simple refreshments and
have some entertainment. = Our last
meeting some of the men: furnished
and served refreshments consisting
of popcorn, three or four varieties
of cookies and coffee, and some of
the ladies entertained those present
with “A Rag Carpet Bee’” a.one-act
play that was much enjoyed. ' There
is one thing I must give the gentle-
men on the refreshment committee
credit for, and that is that they can
make coffee that does not keep those
who drink it awake afterward. We
enjoyed .the. coffee and also enjoyed
a good sleep afterward. Next social

tendance of about 35, which included
the members -of the local and their
families, and Mr. . and Mrs.. Olson
neighbors “ of  the Neeley’s. Dinner
was served, and the ‘evening was
spent in visiting and listening to mu-
sic by the young folks and from the
radio and victrola. . The nex