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WHEN TO BUY;

George Percival Potter.
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One 1,000 pound ~ $45.00

66 bushels of corn at 40¢ per bushgl ~~=—cecmeammemcae=- 26,40
One ton of clover hay at $7.50 per ton ————eeee——— 7.80
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bursements, woulf have to sell for about $5.34 or 84¢ per cwt.

1

it in another way, it might be said that other things
being equal a 1,000 pound feeding steer can be finished on a 15¢
smaller margin than a steer weighing but 800 pounds at the start.
To give a more clear example we will take a comparison of the
800 and 1,000 pound feeding steers. Suppose when the cattle are

narketed a t $1.50 per cwt. margin over cost price is secured in

each instance, then the total value of the (800 plus 405 equals
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12056 pounds) steer would be worth $72.30.  The

steer, including feed, less value of pork produced, was $66.15.
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| Initial weight of Feeding 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200

Cattle 1bs 1bs 1bs 1bs 1bs Tha
Initial cost of steer at
#4 .50 por CWh ye—mm——wme $31.50 36.00 40.50 45.00 49.50 54.00

Net cost of feed (total
1 cost less $3.75 for

pork) =mmmmmmmmmmew=—e= 30,15 30.15 30.15 30.15 30.15 30.15
Final cost fat steer per

oWt s 5.60 5.49 b.41 b5.36 5.3 5.35
Hargin required between

buying and selling

price, home or feed lot
' values and weights ===
| Difference in cents in

margin necessary between

éach welght —w———r——sur 00 B.95 7.8  €.61 b.6&4 4.68
Total difference in cents

between 700 1lbs. and

each larger weight —==—- .00

1.079 +989 .914 «849 « 792 .746

8,96 16.53 283.04 28.68 53;50
The cost price of various grades of Feeding Cattle in relation
to profits is a very important question. In determining what qual-
ity of cattle will be most profitable to feed, there is one consid-
sration not generally understood. The principle referred to is:~-
' The lower the price at which feeding cattle are purchased, whether
because of prevailing low prices for feeders, or because of the low
| grade of the cattle, the larger must be the margin between the buy-
ing and selling price in order to secure protection against loss.
As suggested, this priﬁoiple applies not only to the purchase of
feeders of various market grades at prices differing materially, but

| to the purchase of feeders of the same grade at different prices.

The following table shows to what extent this principle oper-

ateg: -

(See next page for tab 1le)
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' Casual obsgerver.

Market Grades of Feeders a

Assumed cost per cwt,
in feed lots =—=m—ewaa-

| Total cost 1000 1b.

feeder at above prices
Net cost of feed or cost
of feeds for finishing
less value of pork
Produced ==—=———emm———
Total net cost of steer
at marketing ——————w—-

| Weight of steer at time

of marketing, 1lbs. =e—-
What steer must sell for
per cwt. at home to
insure cattle feeder
against 1088 =wmrma———-
Necessary margin above
cost price to insure
against 1088 =wewmem——-

It is obvious that this does not determins a get of values that

would obtain

are sufficiently close,to average feed lot conditions to render them

valuab le for illustrating an important principle.

that the steers of the various grades make the same gains in a given

Fanc
electgd Choice

$ 4,50
45.00

5.35

+85

time on a given amount of feed.

4.15 3.80
41.50 38.00
30.15 30.15
71.65 68.15

1405 1405

5.10 4.85

«95 1.05

in all markets and in all seasons.

3445
34,50

30,15
64.65
1405

4.60

1.15

The assumed values

3.10
31.00

30,15
61.15

1405

4,55

1.25

Good Medium Common Inferior

30.15
o7.65
1405

4.10

1.35

It is assumed

As a matter of fact, the better

grades will eat more and gain more rapidly than the more common

grades.,

However, 1if there was only the one varying factor, and

that the cost per cwt. of the feeders, the principle enunciated

would hold.

That there should be a
buying and selling price to

instance, and approximately

difference in margin required between
come out even of 50¢ per cwt. in this

30¢ per cwt. where all varying factors

are taken into consideration, would scarcely be realized by the

®8sary with the cheaper cattle.

Another data in reference to the price of feeds, cattle and

This clearly shows that a grsater margin in nec-

o e




| profit per steer, will perhaps enable us to see thege important
| points more clearly. >
35
To 13 steers 12,663 lbs. @ $4.60 per cwt. —-- $582.45
To 7 pigs 933 lbs. 8 5,75 per cwt., —— 53.65
Te & pigs 430 lbs. @ 6.50 per cwt., =- 27 .95
To 1. plg 140 1lbs. @ 6.00 per cwt. —- 8.40
' Feed as follows:=-
: | To 138.37 bu. corn @ § .60 ————ueu- e —— $ 82.49
. To 5.96 tons timothy hay @ $14. OO ——— e e 83 .44
To 6.63 tons corn and cob meal @ $19,14 —————ee— 126.71
To 64 tons corn meal @ $23.05 —memwe——m ————— 14.74
To 3,18 tons corn stover @ $6.50 mw—m———w———— ~——  20.87
To 209 tonsg gluten meal @ $88,00 =———m—aammma— 58.52
To Freight on stock 130 miles, commissions, etc., - 30.00
$1089.49
Expense of feed in holding last week ---------- 22 .47
POEal BADORAL PUTEE werirnmsrumoiinin s i $TIT1.98
Cr.
By 1 steer 985 1lbs. - 35 lbs. @ $4. 60 - $44.16
By 12 steers 14,880 1bs. @ $7.4F —=ommmuas ~1108.56
By 7 pige 1,295 lbs. @ %6.50 ——————— -——- 84,18
By 4 pigs 650 1bg, @ $7.00 —~=——meamc—ma 44,10
Total receipts =———-—emwamaeee——. $T38T,00
1111.96
Profit ————mmee e ~——— & 169.04

Average profit per steer =-—=—————————aeae $14.08

This experiment gives you feeds and feeders at a high price;
‘although you received a fair price for your cattle and swine, yet
it is not a very large margin between the buying and selling price.

You can see from the previous data that sizty cent corn was
fed, and profit per steer $14.08. This gives you an opportunity to
' bay a much higher price for your corn, and a profit of about $3.00
Per head could have been made, if the above price for corn had been
75¢ per bushel.

The realtion of cattle feeding to soil fertility is a very im-
portant factor to bs considered. More extensive operations in

| Cattle feeding can consistently be urged upon farmers in géneral

| from the standpoint of maintaining or improving the fertility of the

| soil,

B




The feeding of cattle with hogs as an adjunct seems to the con-
version of farm products into cash meat products, furnishing at the
;same time a valuable machine for the manufacture of farm vard manure.

An experiment carried on for a period of five months with 1086
:steers, finds that the average daily production of manure for a
thousand pound steer amounted to 40 1lbs. in one instance, and 46 1bs.
in the other. Seven pounds of these amounts were straw used for
bedding. We can see from this that the normal production of manure
from a thousand pound steer varied from thres to four tons for a
feeding period of about six months.

-It is stated that a ton of average mixed farm manure as taken
| from open barn yards may be expected to contain nine pounds of ni-
trogen, ten pounds of potassium, and three or four pounds of phos-
phorous, and that when properly cared for and properly balanced the
nitrogen, phosphorous, and potaséium in such manure are as effective,
-pound for pound, as those in the best fertilizing chemicals.

As the cersal crops approach maturity, there is a partial sepa-
ration of their chemical constituents, the nitrogen and phosphorous
accunulating in the grain until about three-fourths fo that held by
the entire plant is found thers. This gives us some idea of the
énormous amount of nitrogen, phosphorous, and potash stored up in the

grain.

Figuring nitrogen at a cost of fifteen cents, potash five cents,
and phosphorous five cents in a commercial fertilizer, we can readily
| 8¢8 the amount of plant food we are selling off our lands in the
¢rop without any Teturn; and the value of feeding our grain to stock;
‘renewing the land with the manures,which not only adds the desired

éand fleécessary plant food, but also adds humus to the soil, thereby

|®nabling the plant to obtain the plant food in a much more available

|
;
|
|
|
i
|
|
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| form.
It is a well established fact that,
| tain an increased yield, the crops must be fed on the farm wherse

| grown and the fertility, as far as possible, returned to the land.

The man whd jumps from one business to another should have little
| sympathy.

Cheapen your cost of feeding. Buy when all want to

'sall, and sell when all want to buy. Good farming cannot be dis-

agsoclated from live=-stock breeding, raising and feeding. It has
| often be quoted by the best and most prosperous farmers in Kensas

and other places,~- "That they would sooner try to breed and raise

and fee live-stock without farming, than tb try to farm without

breeding, raising, and feeding live-stock". They meant by that,

that if they had to choose between the two, they would put their
farms down to pasture, keep live-stock to graze it and buy of their

neighbors all other feed needed, rather than put the farm into corn,

oats and other crops to be harvested and sold off the farm.

The farmer who raises his own feed, and with it fattens prime

beef intelligently, is absolutely sure of a profit. If

he keeps

|
| the

feed for himself and saves the manure and returns it to the

field, he will make two ears of corn grow where a nubbin grew before,

and when fed to well-bred cattle, this corn will cash him, when con-

centrated into beef, from 10 to 100 per cent more than when delivered

|to the elevator,

That man who intelligently farms and feeds out of his own re-
|Sources one prime steer and one hog per year for each ten acres of

Iland in his farm, raising all the feed and buying nothing but the

cattle as calves (and perhaps a little bran and oil cake), will be
|absolutely certain of success, and he who has found out the certainty
|

EOf this steady, sure method of farming, has discovered the most

in order to secure and main-




jcan Agriculturists to-day.
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