


HISTORY AND DEVELOQ
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PEMENT OF THE PLOW AND REAPER.
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There is no branch of ferm industry in which the im-
} ; provement has been so marked during the last half century
es that shown in the developement of the important farm

implements. This improvement hes come, largely with the

1 increase in the demand for superior tools, &s the progress

of civilization hes demanded more of the comforts and luxuri-
; es of life. However, there was & long period in American
ferming, as well as thst of other countries, in whieh the
hired men was looked upon favoraebly who had strong arms snd
4 sinewy muscles for the difficult menusl leboglﬂlich-praetically
i everything was accomplished. This condition existed until
| soon after the beginning of the ninteenth century when the in-
creesing population and demend for improvements, celled for
something better.

Mechanical inventions graduslly commenced to interest

men because the few rude and imperfect implements in use at

this early day were of home menufacture and nsturslly of

poor workmanship because of the leck of proper tools to work

with.

end the "j:ek of &1l trades" filled theplace which now re-

guires the labor of seversl individuals., As long &s such &

There was epperently little idea of division of labor k
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condition existed, it is 1little wonder that progress 7V

i in which impr m along
slow, but en awakening took place 1in which improvements & g
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1 Evolution of The Plow.
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The evolution of the plow is perhaps of the grestest

& ; importance, &s this is the fundementel implement of agri-
|
culture.

Seulptures on ancient monuments, dating back four-hun-

3 dred years, give evidence thst & form of plow wes then in

common use snd had probably been in use for centuries. It

ig believed by bible erities that the book of Job is one of

-

he most ancient writings, yet the first chapter alludes to
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plow: "The oxen were plowing end the asses feeding be-
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side them".

One of the most primitive forms of plows is simply a

crooked branch of = tree, but this could only slightly stir

the scil and could not turn the furrow. Later this woeoden

form was pointed with iron which sdded to its lesting quseli-

ties.

fhe fundemental idea of our present plow seems to have

been derived, largely, from Hollend. A form similar to the

plow of today wes used in the beginning of the eighteenth

century and soon after this Hollsnd model was introduced into

vil
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Yorkshire, England, and became popular smong proeressive farw

mers. From this time on, the improvgent of the plow was rapid.

In 1730 Jethro Tull, who hed mede & careful study of

the science of tillage, saw that implements were needed to

divide the soil more perfectly not only before the seeds were

sown but efterwards as well. He understood well/ihe needs of
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inglish agriculture end elthough he made many mistskes, he

11 accomplished a wonderful thing by perfecting & form of

small plow or cultivetor for use in stirringe the ground for

growing plants. The Berkshire plow, then in common use, was

soon superceded hy others which had over-hanging moldhoards

and & single coulter placed close to the standard or shin of

the plow. Tull had no means of determining the loss of fric~
AL

tion due to the weight alone, amounting in some cases to 350%

of the entire draft, nor did he suspect how greatly the draft

the nlow was increased by added coulters.

plow of Scotland came into prominence end some
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