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MUELLER SCHOLARSHIP 

This study was made possible through the generous assistance of 

the Mueller Scholarship for Graduate Research in Kansas history. This 

annual scholarship was established at Kansas State University in 1956 

by Colonel and Irs. Berrie S. Mueller of Vichita, Kansas, for the 

purpose of preserving the history of Kansas and sore particularly of 

south central Kansas; of giving incentive to students to become 

teachers of history, especially of Kansas history, in the public 

schools of the state; and to increase the knowledge, understanding, and 

the a2precistion of our Ksnsas heritage. 



INTRODUCTION 

The generation after the Civil War saw the removal of the Indiana 

from Nebraska and Kansas to what is now Oklahoma; but even this con- 

centration of the tribes in one-third of their former territory did not 

fill it, and the unoccupied land aroused the cupidity, first, of the 

land-grant railroad, and later, of the white settler. As the process of 

settlement progressed westward the disappearance of the cattle ranges 

and the Indian trails bore reminders that the frontier was fading, and 

that the area of free tillable land was about gone. Thousands of land 

hungry people, in search of free land looked with covetous eyes on the 

broad fertile prairies of Indian Territory. 

Elsewhere in the United States lay millions of uninhabited acres, 

but the greater interest was in the much publicized Indian lands where 

the very atmosphere was reputed to be "electric and full of life-giving 

properties." There were many reasons for this interest, but perhaps 

the greatest was that it was forbidden. Homeseekers began to threaten 

and then to pass the borders of the diminished Indian Territory prompted 

by the militant leader of the boomers, David L. Payne, who was fond of 

quoting: "The Lord comuandeth unto Moses: Go forth and possess the 

Promised Land." 

The history of the connection between Kansas and Oklahoma deserves 

a place in the annals of the Southwest. The story of the Oklahoma 

Boomers and their struggle to open that territory to settlement is 

intimately linked with Kansas, since the movement was carried on largely 

by Kansas men. It is my purpose to show the extent of and explain 

boomer agitation was strong in Kansas even fax removed fro:,1 the southern 
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border, and to record an interesting phase of history, one of the most 

bizarre and exciting eaisodes of the frontier, the opening of the last 

lands in America available for free settlement. 

The principal sources of informtion have been charters and news- 

papers on file in the archives of the Kansas State Historical Society in 

Topeka. For the chronological sequence of events the newspapers of the 

period were the best source, although it was necessary to allow for the 

partisanship and, or, bias which was invaluable in showing the attitude 

of the people toward the movement, and the winning over of public 

opinion. Much of the material was found in the library of the Kansas 

Historical Society. I am indebted to the staff of the Kansas State 

Historical 'ociety for allowing me the use of its files and in locating 

a number of articles that led to the explanation of the extent of Boomer 

support in Kansas. 

I wish to thank Colonel and Mrs. Harrie S. Mueller of Wichita, 

Kansas, for the Scholarship that helped make this thesis possible. It 

allowed me to visit the Oklahoma State Historical Society, and some of 

the south central Kansas towns in order to gain a better insight into 

the events under study; and for the suggestions, constructive criticisms, 

and generous use of his time, I wish to express my appreciation to Dr. 

Homer L. Socolofsky of the Department of History, Political Science, and 

Philosophy under whose direction this thesis was prepared; also to Dr. 

James C. Carey whose comments and criticisms were extremely valuable; 

and to the United States Air Force who granted me the time from official 

duty to complete this study. 



To the many people elo have 1,elped in L:,1thering this material, the 

staff of Y,-,rreil Library, Kansas Stte Univedsity, I ,ant to ,;rateflilly 

acknoledge my inci.ebtedness. Special :ppreciation is given to my ,ife 

and children for their patience and understanding throughout the months 

have been occupied in this ;,ork. 
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CHAPTER I 

ESTERIT EXPAI;SION AND TFE AGeICULTURAL FRONTIER 

Land was the magnet throughout all America. Europeans had always 

been attracted to the New 'eorld because of aveileble land and other 

ceeortunities. One of the last areas of eveileble farming land in the 

United etates Jac in Indian Territory, later Oklahoma. The restless 

land hunger which drew thousands of men into the movement to "boom" the 

territory for settlement is a phenomenon of power and of human determi- 

nation. It is Personified in the character of such border adventurers 

as David L. Payne, the prince of Indian Territory "boomers", Captain 

eilliam L. Couch, Colonel Samuel Crocker, and Major Gordon Lillie, 

known the world over as "Pawnee Bill", all from much of the same mold as 

Buffalo Bill Cody, Kit Carson, and eam Houston. In a never-ending 

effort to enter and settle the territory the Boomers encountered the 

strong opposition of the Indians, the cattlemen, and even the federal 

government, but this only seemed to stimulate them to greater efforts to 

Force the opening of the unassigned lands to white settlement. 

In this great border movement, although Kansans and. Oklahomans have 

almost forgotten it, the truth remains that Kansas is the mother of 

Uklahoma. The tireless Boomers centered their activities in eouth 

Central Kansas, being ably assisted and encouraged by Kansans who hoped 

to erofit from the enormous trade that would pass southward.' 

1 
Lunice M. Odom, "The Frontier in the Arkansas River Valley," 

p. 23. Uneublished P. A. thesis, Louisiana State University, 1938. 
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After more than half a century it is not possible to recapitulate 

all the influences back of this outburst of popular enthusiasm for a new 

country. The familiar explanation is that it was due to land hunger and 

the prospect of obtaining farms without money and without price. In the 

period just preceding the opening of "Oklahoma", the hunger was marked 

by a vivid vindication of the faith the people of the ':lest had originally 

put in the new land against the discouragement of eastern experts who 

did not think prairie farming practicable. 

The westward surge of the agricultural frontier came to a dead stop 

soon after the panic of 1837. The population map of 1840 showed settle- 

ment as far west as the great bend of the 1:issouri River, and this point 

for some time marked the lilAt of the white advance. 
2 

In advancing 

the American had met the prairie in Ohio, Kentucky, and 

Tennessee, but more fully in Indiana, and Illinois. It was there that 

for the first time in history "a highly skilled people have cuddenly 

come into possession of a vast and fertile area which stood ready for 

tillage without the 1Eloor that is necessary to prepare forest lands for 

the plough." 3 For a few years the restless farmers remained east of the 

Missouri, filling. the more thinly-populated states and attesting to the 

fertility of land with no trees. 

Hard times in those states immediately east of the IAssouri River 

drove many homeseekers westward. Land exploiters ' peculators had 

2 
Carroll D. Clark and .cp:f L. Roberts, Peonle of Kansas, A 

Demographic and Sociological Study, Toneka: Kansas State Planning Board, 
1936,,n. 20. 

) James C. Malin, The Grasslands of North America, Ann Arbors 
Edwards Brothers, 1948, p. 197. 
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precipitated a panic, which President Andrew Jackson had in vain sought 

to arrest by his Specie Circular of July 10, 1836. 

Many a settler loaded his family into a covered wagon, abandoned 

his small claim, and crossed the Mississippi and Missouri rivers in 

search of untaxed land. These were the migrants who broke the barrier 

of Indian reservations west of Arkansas and :Assouri and finally forced 

the opening of the Great Plains for homestead entry. 

But along the California coast, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 

Monterey were et sleepy Spanish-American villages, that were to become 

the centers of a thriving Pacific commonwealth, before the passing of 

another decade and a half. Between these towns and St. Louis was a 

vast, lonely, arid x1d semiarid waste with only occasional oases of 

wAte occupation, such as Port Laramie and Bent's Trading Post. 

Nevertheless, by 1836 the ',pest had begun to feel its growing pains. 

Caravans were moving over the Santa Pe Trail and northwestward toward 

Oregon. The trans-Mississippi West had become a "stage for robust 

action on which many characters had already played colorful roles." 
4 

Robert Gray, a young New England mariner, had dropped anchor at a great 

Oregon river which he named the Columbia, after his flagship, establish- 

ing thereby the first claim of the United States to the fertile acres of 

this region.5 Philip Nolan had led his horse-hunters from Natchez to 

Carl Coke Ristor, Land Hunger, Normans University of Oklahoma 
Press 1942, p. 4. 

' LeRoy R. Hafen and Carl Coke Rister, '-estarn Amerioa, New York: 
Prentice-Hall, 1941, pp. 260-265. 
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the Trinity ,..;fiver of Texas and there met his death, but the memoirs of 

Ellis Bean, a survivor, were later read 4nd -iscussed by many pro- 

spective immigrants. Later Jedediah Smith, Jim Bridger, and other 

mountain men explored the hidden parks and canyons of the Rockies and 

relayed their descriptions to waiting adventurers and homeseekers. 
6 

The explorers, missionaries, mountain men, miners* buffalo hunters, 

railroad builders, cattlemen* and sheepherders were what Everett Dick 

has called the "vanguards of the frontier."7 They were the outriders, 

the picket line. Behind them, plodding, drab, and unromantic, came the 

main body of invaders, the farmers. 

Before the plowman could spread over the new frontier a number of 

barriers had to be removed. Many of these were tangible and real; just 

as real but intangible, was that of the mind. For generations the west- 

ward-moving farmer worked across a land of trees, streams, and frequently 

navigable rivers. When he looked beyond the Mississippi, or more 

particularly, the Missouri, he saw limitless stretches of sod, treeless, 

arid, and forbidding. All he knew of it, through his reading or by word 

of mouth, told him that it was a desert, irreclaimable and desolate. It 

was not a land for his kind. It would not grow the crops he knew. 
8 

During the decade of the fifties the desert theory was at its 

height. School atlases still depicted the high plains as a barren void, 

useless if not actually dangerous. The reactions of early travelers to 

6 
Ibid., p. 265. 7 ----- 
iverett Dick, The Sod House Frontier, New York: Appleton-Century- 

crofto, 1937, p. 42. 
Robert C. Athearn, High Country Empire, New York: McGraw-Hill, 

1960, pp. 179-181. 
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the Great A.ains are understandable, even though the vast area from 

Montana and the Dakotas south into Texas has since become the national 

granarys9 As the easterner looked upon the prairie and high plains in 

the early nineteenth century he saw only coarse grass and a treeless., 

undulating terrain. Thus he concluded that this part of the west was 

unfit for white habitation and he agreed with the term, the Great 

American Desert. 
10 

Between the passing of the fur trade and the coming of the Civil 

War, most of the high lains and mountain region was little used other 

than as a transit route. Toward the end of the period, with mineral 

discoveries in the Rockies, mining tens appeared and constant passage 

over what had been, and still was, called "the Desert" tended to 

diminish early fears of its hostility to human habitation. 

Little by little the newcomers felt out the land and discovered 

that its tfeeless and forbidding appearance was often misleading. Nor 

was it as large as they thought. Experiments with crops revealed that, 

while new techniques and certain concessions to a semiarid climate were 

necessary, a living could be made. During the 1850's confidence grew 

and farmers edged forward in Kansas and Nebraska, probing their way to 

the edge of the desert, tantalized by the continuing fertility of the 

soil. 
11 

10 /bid.' 
pp. 182-183. 

Ira G. Clark, Then Came 21.t Railroads, Berman: University of 

Oklahffa Press, 1957, pp. 3-10. 
Clark and Roberts, a. cit., pp. 19-20. 
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James C. Malin comments that the first settlers who entered the low 

rainfall areas of the great plains met the hazards of farming according 

to the traditional techniques of the high-rainfall areas. 
12 

It was soon 

evident that the obstacle of aridity, the failure of rainfall to meet 

the demands of agriculture, would have to be met by the ability of the 

farmer to fit his culture into conformity with the requirements of dry- 

land farming without disrupting environmental equilibrium. 
13 

An advance guard of civilization that helped to clear the way for 

agricultural settlement upon the plains v-as the buffalo hunter follo7ed 

by the rancher. The unprecedented slaughter of the buffalo became a big 

business on the plains. In the fifteen year period from 1870 to 1885 it 

was estimated that a total of 10,000,000 buffaloes were killed, their 

hides alone being valued at 5525,000,000. The hides, bones, and meat 

were of great coa.ercial value and an important source of capital for 

early settlers. The extermination of the Luffalo deprived the Plains 

Indians of their chief source of subsistence, forcing them to government 

reservations, and opened to the cattlemen the millions of acres of range 

lands formerly grazed by the great herds. 

The range-c ttle industry was the first scheme of land utilization 

introduced by the white man that represented a successful adaptation to 

the natural conditions of the Plains environment. The ranchman and the 

cowboy were the first invaders of that great grassland area who managed 

to exploit its resources and to make a profitable "home on the range." 
14 

12 
Malin, 22. cit., p. 227. 

13 
14 

Ibid., p. 155. 
Walter P. Webb, The Great Plains, New York: Ginn and Company, 

1931, pp. 219-222. 
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Table 1. Cattle driven to Kansas shipping points, 1866-1881. 

Town Year Number Cattle Driven Total 

To Abilene 1867 55,000 
1868 75000 
1869 350,300 
1870 300,000 
1871 700,000 1,460,000 

To Wichita and 
Lllsworth 1872 350,000 

1873 405,000 
1874 166,00c 
1875 151,618 1,072,618 

To Dodge City and 
Ellis 1876 322,000 

1877 201,159 
1878 265,646 
1879 257,927 1046,732 

To Dodge City, 
Caldwell, and 
Runnewell 1880 384,147 384,147 

Grand Total 3:963,497 
1.11.011. 

Source: Tenth Census of the United Statess 1880, Statistics of 
Agriculture, Production of Meat, III, p. 21. 

Kansas was annexed to the "cattle kingdom" in 1867. J. G. McCoy 

established a market and shipping facilities for Texas cattle at Abilene, 

on the Kansas Pacific railroad. For five years this original "cow town" 

was the main objective of the great northward cattle drives, a total of 

1,460,000 head having been driven there between 1867 and 1871. 
15 

As the 

railroads advanced, other towns further to the west and south suoceeded 

Abilene as shipping points for the drovers. By 1880 the total for all 

cattle drives to Kansas shipping points, including Abilene, was 

3,963,497. See Table 1 for the yearly and accumulated totals. 

15 
Ibid., p. 223. 
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eome cattle were unfit for shipment after the long drive, and at 

times the market was glutted, so that surplus herds were regularly 

turned out on the Kansas and Indian Territory prairies until ready for 

shipment. Soon the open range of western Kansas and the Indian country 

was stocked with great herds of the hardy longhorns. 

The period of the open-range cattle industry was relatively short, 

but its consequences as affecting settlement were far-reaching. It 

ushered a crude but ingeniously adapted civilization into an area 

previously eild and untamed. It demonstrated that the natural grasses 

of the scant-watered High Plains were a potential source of permanent 

wealth. Most important of all though, the cattleman of the open range 

proved the falsity of the "desert" concept and deyeonstrated that it was 

habitable. 

One of the most important developments in the history of the United 

States after the close of the Civil War was the settlement of the trans- 

Mississippi :est. In 1860 slightly more than fourteen per cent of the 

total population of the United States resided west of the Mississippi. 

By 1890 this figure had increased to twenty-seven per cent. 
16 

In 1893 

Frederick Jackson Turner drew attention to the significance of the 

frontier in American history, emphatically stating that "the existence 

of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of 

American settlement weetward, explain American development." He 

continued: 

16 
Department of the Interior, Census Office, Eighth Census of the 

United States: 1860, Population of the United States, I, Viasnington: --- 
Government Printing Office, 1864. 
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The most significant thin; :bout the American frontier 
is that it lies at the hither edge of free land. In the census 
reeerts it is treated as the mar6in of that settlement ehich 
has a density of two or more to the square mile. . . 

By 1880 the settled area had been pushed into northern Michigan, 
'eisconsin, ante i:innesota, along Dakota rivers, and in the Black 
Hills region, and aas ascending the rivers of Kansas and 
Nebreska. . 

The superintendent of the census for 1890 reports that the 
settlements of the west lie so scattered over the ppion that 
there can no longer be said to be e frontier line. 

Although it is difficult to understand just at Turner meant by the 

frontier, settlers seeeejily pushed westward to the edge of the semiarid 

areas in the decade of the seventies, while the next tes year period 

provided an equally rapid movement further west and south. huch of the 

westward expansion of this period, and especie Liy that into the agri- 

cultural land of the central plains reion, aes accoelplished by a 

succes don of short moves. In the decade of the eighties, for example, 

newcomers to Kansas were primarily from neighboring states. 
18 

In order to more fully understand the westward movement it is 

necessary to determine what it was that drew the pioneer westward, and 

what effect the availability of transportation had upon that movement. 

Isaiah Bowman has suggested that "Economic gain is the most general 

motive of the pioneer - -- cheap land with high native fertility, low taxes, 

and an environment that makes the best economic use of the family 

unit. ."19 The Bowman contention is the most logical, however, not 

all western land was acquired for purposes of agricultural settlement, 

17 
Frederick J. Turner, The Frontier in American History, New Yorks 

Henryiliolt and Company, 1920, pp. 2, 3, and 9. 

19 
Clark and Roberts, 22. at., p. 19. 

Isaiah Bowman, The Pioneer Fringe, American Geographical Society 
Special Publication, Number 13, New Yorks American Geographical Society, 

193, p 5. 
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for land speculation was also a major motivating factor. "All persons 

seeking land for investment rather than for a farm home have been called 

land speculators."2° But such a definition is too broad to be meaning- 

ful. According to Paul W. Gates, the term land speculator meant 

different things to different people and different sections. All hoped 

to get rich quick and all contributed their share to the pattern of 

ownership which exists today. 
21 

In either case, attention was'focused 

upon the vast, almost limitless, amount of exploitable fertile land and 

upon the land policies that transferred the usable land in the western 

regions to private ownership, 

Edward C. Kirkland called the land policy introduced by the passage 

of the Homestead Act in 1862 a "logical destiny." 
22 

Representing the fulfillment of agitation which had sought 
for years to throw the lands "wide open", it granted to "any 
person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the 
age of twenty-one years, and is a. citizen of the United States, 
or who has filed his intention to become such" a quarter-section 
of the government domain, an area of one hundred and sixty 
acres. The final rossession of this land was not given, how- 
ever, until the grantee had "resided upon or cultivated the same 
for a period of five years." This eras the important reservation 
to government generosity; the only other, the payment of regis-2x 
tration fees, required a sum of money which was merely nominal. ' 

This act is certainly the most famous of the land laws but perhaps its 

greatest effect was in advertising the American iest rather than in 

settling it. Other ways of produring a farm were available to the 

20 
Glenn Harold Miller, Jr., "Financing the Boom in Kansas," p. 8. 

UnpubA4shed A, thesis, Kansas University, 1954. 
4 Paul W. Gates, "The Role of the Land Upeculator in estern 

Development," Pennsylvania Magazine of histla and Biography, LXVI, 3 

(Jul y221 942), p. 315. 
Miller, 22. cit., pp. 27-28. 

23 
Ibid., p. 29. 



migrants, who by no means limited themselves to acquisition of land via 

the Homestead let. Land ens avail: bie for purchase under the terms of 

the Pre-emption Act of 1841, which remained in effect until 1891, an: 

throunh the Timber Culture Act after 1873. After reaching the frontier 

many )rosnective homesteaders decided to buy land out of the generouo 

grants received by the railroads or to puechnoe school lands from the 

st,te. Others took ndvantene of the section of the Homestead `tot -.,:rich 

provided for the comnutation of the settlement requirement ley permitting 

the homesteader to bay his land under provision of the Pre-emptien net 

after an interval of ::.ix months. 
24 

The land, its availability and fertility, as not the only im- 

port,nt elenent in the western exnaneion. In 1391 Sidney Dillon, 

president of the Union Pacific Railway Company, wrote: 

The growth of the United States west of the Alleghenies 
during the past fifty years is due not so much to free 
institutions, or climate, or the fertility of the soil, as to 
railezys. If the institutions and climate and soil had not 
beer, favorable to the development of the comnonweelth, rail- 
ways would not have been constructed; but if railways had not 
been invented, the freedom and natural advantages of our 
nestern states would have beckoned to human immigration and 
industry in vain. Civilization would have crept slowly on, 
in a toilsome march over the immense spaces that lie between 
the Anpalachain ranges and the Pacific Ocean; and shat ve now 
style the Great West would be, except in the valley g the 
Mississippi, an unknown and unproductive wilderness.' 

Although Dillon's statement represents an extreme position, tae 

extension of the railroad system undoubtedly made possible the rapidity 

of expansion which occurred. The railroads tended to abolish the 

24 
Marion Clawson, Uncle Sam's Acres, New fork: Dodd, Mead & Co., 

1951 pp. 42-95. 
-) Sidney Dillon, "The West and the Railroads," The North American 

Review, CUT, 413 (April, 1891), p. 443. 
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isolation formerly characteristic of the frontier areas. No longer was 

the pioneer limited to the zone of public land immediately adjacent to 

the established settled area. Rather as the railroads penetrated 

farther and farther into the unsettled regions, he had access to neerly 

all parts of the West. 

One peculiar feature affecting the influence of railroads on the 

settlement of the plains is that railroad construction instead of 

following settlement generally preceded it. Instead of zigzagging from 

town to town and exploiting the more populous districts, as they had 

cone in the East, the railroads of the plains struck boldly out across a 

vast, sparsely populated region, becoming powerful magnets that attracted 

settlers and town-builders. Walter Prescott Webb has eliphasized this 

new nature of the railroads in that area. 

In the Plains country the railroads proceeded population. 
There was nothing, comparatively speaking, in the Plains country 
to supeort them. . . . practically no population to travel on 
them, few supplies to be shipped, and aside from cattle and 
hides, little produce to be sent to market. Hence the problem 
was to ,_et somewhere as quickly as eossible; consequently the 
railroads shot across the Plains and through the mountains in 
as straight a line as the topography would permit. . . . To 
stop on the Plains wHld have been fatal, because there was 
nothing to stop for. 

The importance of the railroad in the westward expansion s ould not 

be overelphasized. Robert E. Riee:el has observed that "before the 

coming of the railroads the ordinary proc:ress of the frontier was 

slow -- -trap Hers were followed by eoodsmen and miners, and then by 

settlers, eeo at first came in small numbers. With the addition of the 

26 
21,.. cit., pp. 274..275. 
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railroad this process was immensely hastened because of the lesser 

initial hardships." 
27 

The geographical position of the state of Kansas made it one of the 

first parts of the western plains area to be affected by the great west- 

ward expansion of the latter nineteenth century. Even before and during 

the Civil War period settlers pushed into the eastern part of the state. 

There were two reasons why the earliest settlement took place in the 

eastern counties: first, the eastern part of Kansas was contiguous 

with established settled areas; and second, eastern Kansas was quite 

similar in climate, especially rainfall and vegetation, to the former 

:lames of the settlers. By 1860 Kansas had a total population of 

107,206, eighty-six per cent of which was located in the eastern third 

of the state. Leavenworth, population 7,427, and Atchison, population 

2,616, on the west bank of the Missouri River; and a string of smaller 

towns along the Kansas River, led by Lawrence, population 759, and 

extending westward to Abilene in Dickinson county flourished. Also by 

1860 there were twelve counties with a population density greater than 

five persons per square mile. 
28 

Kansas showed the greatest population growth in its history during 

the three decades between 1860 and 1890. From the 1860 figure of 

107,206, the state's total population grew to 564,399 in 1870. The gain 

of 631,697 people in the decade ending in 1880 was the largest absolute 

27 
Robert E. Riegel, The Story of the tastern Railroads, New York: 

The hIgmillan Company, 1926, p. 278. 
Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, I, Population of the 

United States, 22. cit. 
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increase in population for any decade between census years. Most of the 

increase came in The period between 1875 and 1880 when the state's 

population grew by 466,354. And in the span from 1875 to 1885 the 

population increase was 738,788. Total population figures for the 

state, as well as the absolute and percentage increase over preceding 

periods, may be seen in Table 2. 

Table 2. Growth of population in Kansas, 1860-1890. 

Year Increase over Preceding Five-Year Period 
Number Per Cent 

1860 107,206 ..... .. 
1870 364,399 257,193 239.90 
1875 529,742 165,343 45.37 
1880 996,096 466,354 88,03 
1885 1,268,530 272,434 27.35 
1890 1,423,494 154,964 12.21 

Sources Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Twenty-Fifth Biennial 
Report. 1925-1926, pp. 630-631. 

As agriculture pushed westward across the IiississiTypi, the farmer 

entered .hat Glenn H. Miller called a "zone of experiment." New 

techniques and different crop combinations were called upon to meet the 

existing need. In eastern Kansas, Nebraska and Dakota territory the 

farmer could operate much as he had farther east. But as the agri- 

cultural frontier pushed past the ninety-eighth meridian, changes in 

climate and topography brought the farmer face to face with new problems. 

Settlers moved into drier regions convinced that the line of adequate 

rainfall had moved westward, that "rainfall followed the plow." They 

were confident that the planting of trees, the breaking of the sod, and 
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the introduction of irrigation were casuel factors, a conviction if not 

originated with, at least fostered by, the various advertisers of 

western real estate. 
29 

The greatly increased yields reL.altin fro the new agricultural 

techniques, aided by years of plentiful moisture and high prices 

produced a -L:ave of prosperity that soon reached the proortions of a 

boom. And from the glowing reports of prosperity settlers poured in 

searching for cheap fertile land. 30 The inevitable consequence of the 

inflated econolAc boom was to send lan. e velues sorine, out of reac of 

- many home-seekers who had come west in search of free lands. 51 

The aell drill and the windmill played an indispensable part in 

this sccessful invasion of the dry belt. The drilled made it 

:,:ossible to reach the oxte sive suppl y of subsurface titer located at a 

considerable depth, and the windmill proved a cheap and relic le means 

of utilizing wind power to do the :Jumping. The extensive introduction 

of windmills into this area began in the seventies after a durable, 

self-governing type was placed on the market. They enable the cattle- 

man to use the newly invented and controversial barbed wire to fence 

pastures apart from the scarce waterholes. The homesteader in the sub- 

humid belt learned that a windmill would irrigate a fair-sized patch of 

garden, thus affording a sub. of vegetables even when everytiing else 

was destroyed by drought. Without this useful device for obtaining 

underground 'rater, and the employment of the barbed :sire to keep out the 

29 _ 

Miller, 22. cit., pp. 30-32. 
30 

Clark and Roberts, 2E. cit., p. 26. 
31 Ibid., pp. 2E5-30. 
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ranchers' cattle the establishment of a successful rural economy in the 

shortgrass region would certainly have been far slower and more 

difficult. 
32 

Dry farming, broadly speaking, is the technique that completed the 

conquest of the semi-arid regions of the Great Plains. Under it may be 

included such related adjustments as the enlarged farming unit, crops 

adapted to a meager supply of moisture, power machinery and implements 

designed to facilitate extensive cultivation, and methods of tillage 

calculated to conserve and utilize the maximum amount of soil water. As 

a result of the efforts of the agricultural experiment stat'.ons, the 

educational work of the United States Department of Agriculture and 

other agencies for promoting scientific methods of farming, the pioneers 

of the sub-humid belt were quick to adopt dry farming methods which 

greatly aided in their struggle to make a living." 

For the settler of the seventies and eighties the land problem was 

real and personal. With luck he might join the jam at a land office and 

get a free homestead. More likely he bought as best he could from an 

earlier arrival, and then faced his major problems of obtaining shelter, 

starting cultivation, and managing to exist until his first crop was 

harvested. Others found themselves stranded on sub-marginal land with 

value out of their means, and many began the return journey back to their 

former homes. 

The story of one section is the story of all. In Dakota the 

progress was slower, yet no less distinct. The disappearance of the 

!! Webb, 9E. cit., pp. 333-48. 
Malin, an. cit., pp. 227-42. 
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cattle ranges and the Indian trails bore reminders that the frontier was 

fading, and that the area of free tillable land :las almost rene. 
34 

In 

Texas the vanquished Indian gave way to the great range-cattle industry; 

later, the settler gradually took over the ranchers' grazing lands, 

producing cotton as the major crop. The large number of homesteaders 

that centered around Denton and Cainsville later gave rise to the 

southern "boomer" agitation for Indian Territory. 

In the winter of 1878-1879, articles in newspapers throughout 

Kansas and Missouri called attention to the unoccupied lands embraced in 

the western half of the Indian Territory, and announced that they were a 

part of the public domain, purchased from the Indians under treaties in 

1866, and were therefore subject to settlement under the homestead laws 

of the United States. "These articles were copied by the Eastern press 

and disseminated throughout the country." 35 

Thousands of settlers had proved that Minnesota, the Dakotas, 

Nebraska, Texas, and Kansas had excellent farming land and argued that 

Oklahoma must likewise. Land-hungry people, failing to find free land 

in Kansas and Texas, looked with covetous eyes on the broad fertile 

prairies of Indian Territory. These millions of acres were occupied 

only by the Indians and intruding cattlemen. It was easy, therefore, 

for the colonists to believe that those parts of Indian Territory not 

assigned to the Indians were public domain and subject to homestead 

34 
Randall Parrish, The Great Plains, Chicago: A. C. McClurg and 

Co., 1207, pp. 376-380. 
"Oklahoma Territory," Vol. III of The 1-Iovince and the States, 

ed. eeston A. Goodspeed, Ladisont Jestern 71istorical Association, 1904, 
p. 424. 
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entry. The border settlements of south central Kansas and. northern 

Texas swelled with the numbers of homeseekers who hoped not only to 

satisfy a land hunger but to further gratify the faith they had in the 

whole prairie region. 
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C]'APT. II 

THE FORBIDDEN LARD 

No other area of the United States aroused such a spirit of 

adventure and coLTetitive effort as did that part of the Indian Terri- 

tory known as "Oklahoma" during the 1KOls. Athin this area, neither 

;old nor silver as the lodestone; it was free land. 

In the early 1880's, there was little free arable land available 

for settlement. The enactment of the homestead Law brought settlers in 

droves into the Great Plains where they occupied arable and submarginal 

lands ali.e. In that move, they eneountered the opposition of cattle- 

men who argued that the "nesters" would ruin good cattle ranges. 

Because of hot wind, sandstorms, and grasshoppers they were driven back 

to more humid regions. OLdosition ias also encountered from the Indian 

who was fighting for his last refuge. 

To the landless citizens of the West, it was unthinkable that the 

Indian Territory should continue to remain wholly in the hands of some 

75,000 semi-civilized and wild Indians. Here was a region of nearly 

70,000 square miles. This area, if one included the Public Land Strip, 

or "No Man's Land," which was outside the Indian Territory and later a 

part of Oklahoma, was larger than the state of kissouri. The "territory" 

was reported to have deep, rich soils, with lovely landscapes dotted 

with rich coal, lead, and other mineral deposits. The region "abounded 

in wild game and birds, and the clear, swift-running streams were filled 
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with fish. "1 To the occupants of the sun-scorched, submarginal Kansas 

and Texas plains, sons of land owners, transients, and to the homeless 

movers from Arkansas and Missouri, this was the promised, but forbidden 

land, and they did not believe they should be denied the right to 

settle there. 

During the latter sixties and early seventies the white-covered 

prairie schooners of the pioneer settlers reached the southern part of 

Kansas, and ranches, farms and towns, sprang rapidly into existence. 

Only an imaginary line divided the state of Kansas from the Cherokee 

strip in the Indian Territory, across tai ich the homesteader was for- 

bidden to pass. Among the border towns that appeared like magic on the 

rolling expanse of prairie in southern Kansas, were Baxter Springs, 

Chetopa, Coffeyville, Hunnewell, Caldwell and Arkansas City. These 

towns became the terminus for roads and trails extending into and 

through the Indian country. While later they provided a center for the 

activity created by the agitating "boomers". 

The story of the Indian has been virtually the same since the 

settlement of Jamestown in 1607. Slowly but gradually his territory has 

diminished before the advance of the white man, hungry for land, until 

in the year 1889 the domain of the American Indian, which once included 

all of the United States comprised merely the so-called Indian Terri- 

tory. The district, slightly smaller than the state of Kansas and 

immediately south of it, later constituted most of the state of Oklahoma. 

1 
William B. Matthews, Matthew's Guide for Settlers upon the Public 

Land, .ashington: illiam L. Alson, 1889, p7-73. 
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When President Jefferson in 1803 sanctioned the 7)urchase of 

Louisiana from France, the United States acquired free use of the 

Mississippi River, and an extremely large area of land. An idea was 

conceived that this new "Public Domain" would furnish homes to which 

Indian tribes east of the Mississippi might be removed.2 The President, 

by the Act of March 26, 1804, which established the Territory of Orleans 

and the District of Louisiana in the new cession, was authorized to 

propose this to the tribal chieftains, 3 thus beginning the movement 

"that supplied the dominant characteristic in the formation of 

Oklahoma." 
4 

This was the removal of the Indians from their lands east 

of the Mississippi to the country set apart for them on the 'iestern 

frontier. 

In the latter part of 1808 delegates representing a large part of 

the Cherokees expressed a desire to remove beyond the Mississippi, and 

permission was secured easily for the migration of all who wished to 

go. 5 A large tract o: land lying between the White and the Arkansas 

Rivers, in what is now the state of faicansas, was chosen by them as 

their new home; and on July 8, 1817, a treaty was entered into between 

the United States and the "chiefs, head men, and warriors" of the 

Cherokee nation by which the United States ceded the Cherokees as much 

land on these rivers as they had given up east of the Mississippi. 
6 

By 

2 
Roy Gittinger, The Formation of the State of Oklahoma, p. 3. 

3 Solon J. Buck, "The Settlement of Oklahoma," Wisconsin Academy 
of So4ence, Arts, and Letters, Transactions, XV, p. 328. 

Gittinger, cit., P. 3. 
5 
6 
lucks OM. cit., p. 328. 

o u. 8. Gftg:771st Session. Senate Document Noo 112 p. 96400. 
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1818, one- third. of the CI erokec nation, later designated as "Western 

Cherokees,"7 voluntarily crossed the river, and in 1820 other tribes 

voluntarily migrated west, receiving western lands in lieu of their 

holdings east of the Mississippi. The story of the remaining Indians 

and their subsequent removal is no subject for the sensitive 

investigator. 

The United States Government officially committed itself to the 

lolicy of Indian consolidation by the Congressional Act of :ay 28, 

1830. 
8 

This act authorized the President to set aside "so much of any 

territory belongin; to the United States west of the Mississippi River, 

not included in any state or organized territory," and provided for the 

removal of numerous tribes, not only from the reservations east of the 

Mississippi, but also from state and west of 

the river.9 

The removal of the remaining southern Indians was a much more 

difficult job. The Five Civilized Tribes, Cherokees, Choctaws, 

Chiokasaws, Creeks and Seminoles, numbering possibly 60,000 and occupy- 

ing some 18,000,000 acres of land, resisted strenuously. Their removal 

constitutes one of the most unsavory and humiliating incidents in our 

history, and the details of the story were repeated with monotonous and 

depressing regularity for each of the five tribes. 
10 

8 
7 Gittinger, 22. cit., p. 4. 

9 
4 Statutes, p. 

1 01111. 
Annie H. Abel, "History of Events resulting in Indian Consoli- 

dation West of the Mississippi River," American Historical Association, 
Annual Report, I, pp. 233-450. 
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The whites did not wait for Indian .lepartures, but seized land, 

cattle, homes, and other property at once. Most Indians started t:eir 

migration with no more possessions than tLe clothes on their backs. 

They were cheated unmercifully by merchants and ship captains, and 

encountered blizzards, near starvation, cholera and other diseases. 

In the ':est they found completely unimproved lan, with no provision for 

their arrival, and were harrassed by settlers, dishonest traders, wild 

plains Indians, smallpox epidemics and drought. More than a quarter of 

the remaining 16,000 migrants of lhe Cherokee tribe died enroute in 1838 

while the remainder ended their trip in poverty, squalor, and sickness. 
11 

Creek and Chickasaw removals parallel those of the Cherokee. The 

Creek had been the most civilized tribe upon the advent of the whites, 

with a settled agriculture and a stable government. As a result of the 

white seizures and debauchery of the natives the Creek declined almost 

fifty per cent in numbers within a generation. 
12 

The resiatance c2 the Seminoles cost the federal government 

e20,00,01)0 and the lives of 1,500 soldiers. Less than 3,000 Seminoles 

had been removed by 1842. The decendents of those not caught are found 

in Florida today. 
13 

The removal of the Five Civilized Tribes was not a feat in which 

Americans can take much pride, but at least it opened the South to cotton 

culture. As for the Indians, they ended their mournful hegira in 

present Oklahoma, where they were anything but happy. 

11 
10 Ibid., p. 245. 
.-1-; Robert E. Uiegel, America Moves hest, p. 312. 

IbiC., pp. 313-14. 
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The idea of a permanent Indian frontier was delightful in theory to 

the whites, but disapnointing in fact. The Indian problem was not 

solved, but merely moved across the Mississippi, ihere all the old 

difficulties soon reappeared. 

The worst trouble with the "Permanent Frontier" was that it failed 

to separate Indians and white intruders. Traders and trappers flowed 

acrose the border nd the Indian agents were rAwerless to stop them. 

Explorers and traders occupied the plains country in increasing numbers. 

Even worse, from the standpoint of official Indian policy, the "desert" 

proved far less forbidding than had been expected. Before the outbreak 

of the Civil War settlers had begun to seep into the Indian country all 

the yay from Minnesota to Texas. The frontier which had looked so 

and advantageous in the 1830's had outlived its usefulness by 

the 1850's. Treaty obligations and official boundaries proved no real 

barrier to the advance of the whites. 

Between 1640 and 1R50 United States maps show an Indian Territory 

stretching from the Red River to Canada, with the Sioux and other tribes 

retaining the country in the north. However, in a fe, short years the 

advancing white settlement and a desire for a road to the west led to 

the organization of the northern portions of this great tract under the 

nalaes of Nebraska and 'Cansas. After 1854 the thirty-seventh parallel 

was the northern boundary of the area designated as the Indian 

Territory. 14 

14 
Gittinger, 22. cit., p. 12. 
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The continuing advance of the weite settler and subsequent treaties 

with northern tribes compressed the Indian Territory into a smaller 

area, until by 1866 the Indian Territory was represented by the divi- 

sions as sown in Map 1. 

During the Civil War the Ave Civilized Tribes had supported the 

Confederacy, and at its close they were .forced by the federal government 

to surrender a part of their land holdings. The Cherokees had tribally 

renounced their support of the South at Cowskin Prairie, in February, 

1663, and for this reason the federal government treated them more 

leniently. They were allowed to retain control of the "Cherokee 

Strip,"15 but were recluired to permit its settlement by other friendly 

Indians. The Creeks were forced to sell the western half of their 

claims for thirty cents an acre. They received )75,168 for 3,250,560 

acres; the Seminoles had to give up their entire reservation of 

2,169,080 acres for fifteen cents an acre getting $325,362, and buy 

another tract, at fifty cents an acre, from the land taken from the 

Creeke 16 The Choctaws and Chichasaws sol. the "Leased District," 
17 

approximately 7,000,000 acres, for ;300,000* 
18 

In 1866 the final 

treaties with the Five Civilized Tribes were concluded, and their 

drastic terms came as a shock to the Indians. In general terms, besides 

15 
Actually the Cherokee Outlet but more often referred to as the 

Cherokee Strip, this was an area extending from the ninety-sixth 
meridian west to the hundredth meridian and from the Kansas line south 
nearly sixty miles. 

6 

17 
Gittinger, op. cit., pp. 80-1. 
The district vest of the ninety-eighth meridian leased to the 

United States for the use of the ichitas and other Plains Indians 
Februczy, 1856. 

Gittinger, 2E. cit., p. 52. 
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the relinquishing of part of their lands, they were to come under a 

consolidated government, amnesty was to prevail among them, all slaves 

were to be freed, and railroads were to have rights -of -way through 

their respective reservations. 
19 

This item in their treaties is im- 

portant because later it was one of the bases for justifying the 

actions of the Boomers. 

Federal commissioners also negotiated treaties with small tribal 

bands greatly reducing their holdings along the eastern border of the 

lands surrendered by the Five Civilized Tribes, although the Osages 

were given a more valuable tract. Then east of the hundredth meridian, 

between the Red River and the Cherokee Strip, the Com-smallest Kiowas, 

and Katakas, or Kiowa-Apaches, as one group of wild Indians, and the 

Cheyennes and Arapahoes as another, were given large holdings. Then, 

fringing the western reservation bounds of the Five Civilized Tribes and 

Osages, small holdings were set up for the Kaw, Fonca, Tonizeaa Otoe, 

Pawnee, Iowa, Kickapoo, Sac and Fox, and Potawatomi tribes. 
20 

After all reservation assignments had been made there was still 

left a roughly heart -shaped area of 1,a87,800 acres, 
21 

bordered on the 

east by Pawnee, Iowa, Kicaapoo and Shawnee, and Potaaatomi lands, on the 

south by the South Canadian River and the Chickasaw reserve, and on the 

north by the Cherokee Strip. This area was from the Creek and Seminole 

19 
Dora A. Stewart, Government and Development of Oklahoma Terri- 

AgEE908* 9. 
` For the setting up of these small reservations, see Roy 

Gittimer, The Formation of the State of Oklahomal pp. 110-115. 
The term "Oklahoma" was aaplied by border settlers to this part 

of the Creek and Seminole cessions and was the land sought by the 
boomers. But it should not be confused with the Territory of Oklahoma 
and the State of Oklahoma created later. 
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cessions, upon which federal commissioners had promised to settle other 

Indians and freedmen, presumably Negroes and former Indian slaves. 
22 

Not only was this the very heart of the Indian Territory, but the 

settlers who demanded its opening considered it the most valuable part. 

And they believed that the government could not afford to deny them 

entry. 
23 

This district then became the "bone of contention" over which 

many a bloodless battle was fought, first on the lands of the district 

itself and then in the halls of Congress. 

The Indian consolidation movement had practically run its course by 

1876, but it was the desire of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to 

continue until all the land in the Indian country was put to use. 

However, opposition led by Senator Roger Q. Mills of Texas defeated a 

bill meant to provide a home in the Indian Territory for a band of Sioux 

Indians. On February 17, 1879, an Indian appropriation bill carried a 

clause which forbade the removal of Arizona and New Mexico Indians to 

Oklahoma. Concentration of Indians in Oklahoma after these actions 

consisted only in removal to Oklahoma of a few relatively small bands of 

Indians. 
24 

The abandonment of the Government's program of Indian consolidation 

was due in large part to antagonistic feeling expressed by the establish- 

ed civilized Indians toward having savage or wild Indians as close 

neighbors. "Then too, the white man's desire for these lands to be made 

,=0 
22 

Carl C. Raster, "Free Land Hunters of the Southern Plains," 
Chroni5les of Oklahoma, XXII, p. 398. 

24 Carl C. Raster, Land Hunger, p. 38. 
Stewart, 22. cit pp. 23.6,4. 
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productive through white man's superior capabilities doubtless exerted 

influence." 
25 UnoccuAed lands in the Indian country to the west of the 

ninety-sixth meridian included 6,00,000 acres in the Cherokee Outlet; 

in the Oklahoma District, the unassigned or ceded lands, 1,887,800 

acres; and 1,5A,000 acres in Greer County. Outside of the Indian 

Territory, but afterwards a part of the state of Oklahoma, was the 

Public Land Strip, a tract of 3,681,000 acres, designated as "No Man's 

Land." 
26 

The effect of the Indian consolidation in Indian Territory as 

it was prior to the advent of the boomer triumph in 1889 is shown on 

Map 2. 

Thus the stage was set for the "Oklahoma" Boomer ,Iovement. The 

Boomers, or tKose homeseekers who agitated for the opening of "Oklahoma" 

to settlement, argued that all unassigned land in Indian Territory 

reverted to the public domain and was open to settlement under the 

Pre-emption and Homestead laws, when once the program of Indian removals 

was completed. This, the Commissioner of Indian Bureau stoutly denied. 

"He said that it was not part of the public domain subject to settlement 

in a real sense, and would not be until Congress had formerly accepted 

it as such and had established land offices therein." 
27 

Naturally, 

tribal leaders of Indian Territory strongly supported the Commissioner. 

Had the ensuing struggle been fought out only by these two groups 

it would have attracted little public attention. But a number of 

26 

25 
Ibid., p. 24. 

Buck, oz. cit., p. 333. 
27 

Rister, "Free Land Hunters of the Southern Plains," 22,. cit., 

p. 398. 
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important outside forces joined the fray, established powerful lobbies 

in 'iashington, and popular interest was increasingly aroused. Aligned 

with the forces to open the district for settlement were the Saint 

Louis and San rrancisco, and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail- 

roads, who held large land grants through the territory, but would be of 

no profit unless the territory was opened to settlement; and the Boomers 

and their friends who hoped to obtain homes in the new country; the 

little towns on the border would gain materially by being the nearest 

established outfitting and distributing points for the new towns that 

would be created; also the large wholesaling houses in Kansas City and 

St. Louis, who would profit a great deal by the opening. Aligned 

against the opening were the Ranchers who would be deprived of millions 

of acres of free grazing lands and feared the opening would result in 

the loss of their leases in the rest of Indian Territory; the Indians 

objected to any infringement upon their title to the lands and the power 

of governing their own tribes; also objecting were a large number of 

outlaws and whiskey peddlers who found the Territory an unusually safe 

place to reside since the territory was outside the jurisdiction of the 

federal courts. 
28 

At the close of the Civil ,J1r the prairies of Texas fairly swarmed 

with fat cattle, for during the period of war, the coast blocade and the 

northern control of the Mississippi River had cut Texas from northern 

markets. The high prices of cattle and beef in northern markets 

28 
Edward E. Dale, "White Settlement of Oklahoma," Part I, History 

of Oklahoa, a 33 1/3 R. P. M. Long Play Record, University of Oklahoma, 
Extension Division, 1951. 
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stimulated Texas ranchmen to make northern drives. Texas became the 

"breeding ground," and the states and territories to the north became 

the "shipping" and "feeding grounds" for the large scale ranch industry. 

Through the Indian country was the inviting road to northern markets; 

therefore, trails for these northern drives were made across "Oklahoma" 

in spite of the fact that the lands were closed to white settlement and 

in defiance of the efforts of the Department of the Interior to keep the 

white man out. 
29 

Railroad building in Kansas and Texas brought farmers with it and 

grazing lands in these states became scarce. Great ranchmen with 

thousands and sometimes millions of dollars invested determined to avail 

themselves of Oklahoma's luxuriant growth of native grass and began to 

Possess themselves of the inviting ranges of pproximately 25,000,000 

acres of land occupied by less than seventeen thousand Indians. 30 

The Indians eere induced to make leases to the cattlemen at shame- 

fully low rates and sometimes they were paid in cattle, but because of 

the extent of the area leased the returns seemed large to them. In 1685 

an investigation revealed the extent of these leases. The Cherokees in 

1883 had leased for five years 6,000,000 acres of the Cherokee Outlet to 

the Cherokee Live Stocv Association of Caldwell, Kansas, for $100,000 

per year. The Cheyennes and Arapahoes had leased the whole western 

part of their domain. The Osae;es had leased 380,000 acres in six 

29 
Edward t]. Dale, "The Ranchman's Last Frontier," Mississippi 

Valle z; Historical Review, X, 34. 
Iuce, 211. cit., p. 334. 
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leases. The Kaw Indians had leased 52,300 acres. Eaoh of the smaller 

tribes had leased about one-half of their respective reservations. 
31 

It Was but a natural consequence that the "Oklahoma District", 

Unassigned Lands, completely circled by leased grazing lands, was over- 

run with cattle for which no payment was made to anyone.32 Prevented 

from settling on these lands, 33 the Boomers from Kansas claimed the 

cattle kings held their leases unlawfully, and that the land known as 

"Oklahoma District" particularly, was part of the public domain and 

subject to the Homestead laws. To make matters even worse it was 

charged that "Secretary Henry M. Teller of the Interior Department 

allowed cattlemen to range their herds within the "Oklahoma Country" 

and to erect improvements." 34 Boomers charged that federal officials 

were bribed by for such a privilege, complained 

bitterly of a policy that would permit ranchers to run their herds on 

hundreds of thousands of acres of grasslands in this region, and deny 

farmers) the Boomers, at the same time the right to occupy 160-acre 

31 
32 
xx Senate ibc. Doe.* 48 Con. 2 seas., 17, p. 90. 

The Intercourse Aet, Act of June 30, 1834, 4 Statutes, 729, 
regulated trade and intercourse with the Indians, and forbade white 
settlnent in the Indian country. 

Rister, "Free Land Hunters of the Southern Plains," 399, quotes 
from a letter to be found in the National archives - -- Acting Adjutant 
General C. McKeever wrote to Major General John Pope, July 12, 1883* 
relative to a T. H. Campbell, "the Secretary of the Interior states that 
in answer to a request to be allowed to go to Oklahoma country, the 
Interior Department informed. Mr. Campbell that if he drove his herd there 
temporarily and did not attempt a permanent lodgement the Department 
would not interfere." 
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homesteads. But Indian Bureau officials promptly denied the bribe 

charge and said that the cowmen in the "Oklahoma Country" were only 

temporary tenants. 35 

The legal rights of the tribes to make these leases were seriously 

questioned especially by the Boomers. The Cherokees contended that 

since they held their land in fee simple they possessed the right to 

make the leases. Whatever may have been the legal right of the 

herokees, those tribes who were possessed of reservations under 

executive order lacked similar legal clai- to make leases; however, many 

such leases were made upon recommendation of the Indian agent in charge 

and with the assurance that the Department of the Interior would not 

interfere. 
36 

Much dissatisfaction arose between the Indians themselves and the 

cattle kings. In spite of the large sums going to the Indians annually 

from the cattle leases, they were unable to care for themselves. The 

federal government spent at least fi250,000 a year to support them. 

Further dissatisfaction was aroused because the homeseeker felt the 

Government was shielding the ranchmen at their expense. Also, the 

Indian region furnished an unusually safe protection for criminals and 

outlaws from all the surrounding regions. 37 The conditions in the 

Indian Territory went from confusion to chaos. The Indian governments 

became partisan, arbitrary, and corrupt. Property was amassed by a few 

Ibid. 
36 Buck, 22. cit., p. 335. 
37 Ibid. 
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at the expense of the many. The whites already there were without 

Protection of law and courts, except the tribal courts, to which they 

had no access. 

:ore than one effort had been made to open the entire Indian Terri- 

tory to settlement, and to make it possible for the white manos court to 

enter. airing the early 1860's Senator Johnson of Arkansas offered, at 

the request of Indian Territory authorities, a bill to divide Indian 

lands in severalty, to grant the Indian citizenship, and to pave the way 

for statehood; but the bill as defeated says William Bloss, "by the 

Indian ring,"38 interested in exploiting the tribesman. Between 1870 

and 1873 some fifteen bills to establish the Territory of Oklahoma were 

introduced into Congress.39 In referring to those who opposed the 

bills, the Kansas City Times charged thats 

All the opaosition comes from the ring of Indian sharpers 
admitted to have spent over $300,000 in liashinaAon during the 
last two years, of money sacredly designed for schools and other 
territorial purposes, simply to defeat any legislatiokwhich by 
opening the Territory would end their pelf and power. 

The Times identified. the "ring" as the "chiefs and leaders of the 

Indians who handled tribal annuities." On March 3, 1879, the House 

Committee presented a report adverse to territorial organization, to 

the allotment of lands in severalty, or to any change of iaaortance in 

the Indian Territory. This report marks the end of the first series of 

attempts to establish the Territory of Oklahoma. 
41 

It was believed that 

the cattle kings and Indians had triumphed. 

38 e. Bloss, "David L. Payne," Unpublished MhS, 1885, 
Oklaheata historical Library, Oklahoma City. 

4 
8 Steaart, 22. cit., p. 29. 

41 
Kansas City Times, April 29, 1879. 
Gittinger, op. cit., p. 97. 
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- In April, 1879, an attorney for the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas 

railroad returned from ashington to his home in Sedalia, Missouri' 

after the organization of the new Congress in extra session, and 

announced "that if Congress would not open the Indian Territory, the 

people would."42 A new period had begun in the history of the Indian 

Territory in which Kansas was o play a vital role. 

42 
Ibid. 
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CHAPTER III 

BEGINNING OF TEE BOOMER MOVEMENT 

For ten years before the opening of the "Oklahoma" district in 

1889, persistent efforts were made by settlers to occupy the unassigned 

land in the Indian Territory. Naturally, this movement came soon after 

the occupation of the best land in Kansas, but other events helped to 

shape the plan of attack and to fix the time of the first invasion. 

Between December, 1873, and March 3, 1879, some eighteen bills to 

establish a Territory of Oklahoma for the red men ere introduced into 

Congress as Senate bills or House bills. 
1 

However, this stream of bills 

became more identified with the movement to open the Indian country to 

white settlement than with that of providing a territorial government 

for the Indians. The New England "sentimentalists" joined hands with 

the "Indian ring," to defeat any bill meant to relieve the Indians of 

any jurisdictional control over their lands. However, interest in the 

"forbidden land" was kept alive by frequent accounts told by cattle 

drovers, passing up the Chisholm and .estern trails for the plush 

grazing found in the "Oklahoma" district, of its availability for 

ranching and farming. Movers, on their ,Aey to Texas or traveling north- 

ward to Kansas, noticed, too, that here was a virgin wilderness of 

prairie and timber lands as rich as could be found in the host. Western 

newspapers joined the chorus of praise and asked "how long the government 

would retain the land as a home for indolent Indians." 

1 
Roy Gittinger, The Formation of the State of Oklahoma, Appendix 

E, p. 145. 
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As popular interest was aroused, any persons in the surrounding 

states waited a favorable opportunity to occupy the territory. According 

to the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1879, hundreds 

of settlers had entered from Kansas and the most desirable land had 

been taken up for a distance of twenty or thirty miles from the state 

line, from Coffeyville on the east to the Arkansas River on the west. 
2 

Interest was further stimulated by numerous newspaper articles presented 

throughout Kansas, Missouri, and Arkansas. An article in the Wichita 

_eagle showed the considerable interest of Kansans in the "Oklahoma" 

impasse. 

There is a strip of unsurveyed public land lying north 
of the "panhandle" of Texas and west of the Indian Territory 
which. has never been included within any territorial juris- 
diction....unoccupied except by stockmen and traders. An 
effort will be wade to have the lands surveyed and opened 
for settlement.' 

ohen Congress contemplated punishing the Cheyennes by giving some 

of their land to western tribes, Congressman Thomas Ryan of Kansas 

protested strongly because he "favored the opening of the Indian Terri- 

tory to settlers for there is sentiment in Kansas favorable to that 

project." At first, editor Marshall M. Murdock of the Wichita Eagle was 

opposed to opening Indian Territory to settlement. 
4 

He argued that it 

would depopulate Kansas of its finest people. But if it succeeded, he 

reasoned practically, Wichita and Sedgwick County would profit from the 

enormous trade that would pass southward. 

2 
"The Story of Oklahoma," The Nation, XLVIII, April 4, 1889, 279-80. 

3 4 Wichita Eagle, January 2, 1879. 
Rister, 22. cit., pp. 42-43. 
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Kansas, indeed, and Wichita especially could hope for much by the 

opening of the Territory fort 

from Wichita all the Indian agencies, United States forts, 
and military posts located in the western half of the Territory 
are supplied with goods. No less than five miUion pounds of 
freight is annually started for the Territory.' 

There are many facts which tend to show that the plan of settling 

Oklahoma with white men was in the beginning the work of the railroad 

interests involved. 
6 

The railroads would profit materially by having 

the country thrown open to settlement, in that their land grants could 

be better supported by running through a well-settled country. The 

railroads interested in the country to the south tried to gain backing 

of the influential Kansans for the movement. "Marsh" M. Murdook re- 

vealed that while he was in the State Senate a Col. Robert S. Stevens, 

one of the railroad projectors, took the "whole state government by 

special train into the heart of the Territory where he feasted and wined 

the members in a manner nothing short of royal." 
8 

The period of Boomer agitation was aapl'oximately a decade, 18t9- 

1889, the first five years of which were characterized by numerous 

invasions. Among the early Boomer agitators were Judge T. C. Sears, a 

I4ashington lobbyist and an attorney for the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas 

56 Wichita Eagle, Special Edition, January, 1879. 
Tribune Extras, T, p. 23. 

7 John R. Spears, "The Story of Oklahoma," Chautauquan, June, 
1889,8p. 533. 

Wichita Eagle, February 13, 1879. 
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Railroad and Elias C. Boudinot,9 a clerk of the Mouse committee on 

private land claims in the Rational Capitol. 

Publicity began when Boudinot in collaboration with T. C. Sears, 

published an article in the Chicago Februare, 17, 1879, "booming" 

the unoccupied lands in Indian Territory; wherein, he claimed that there 

were 12,000,000 acres of unassigned land in Indian Territory, as fertile 

as could be found in the nation, definitely a part of the public domain 

and open to settlement. 
10 

The article was copied extensively by other 

newspapers and at once caused a great deal of interest. Many letters 

were written to Luadinot asking for information. Tie ineuiries were 

answered, "the cost of which was probably born by the Missouri, Kansas, 

and Texas Railroad," 
11 

and included was a statement of his reasons, a 

map of the lands referred to and instructions telling how to get 

there. 
12 

9 Edward Everett Dale, "Letters of the Two Lcudinots," Chronicles 
of Oklahoma, VI, pp. 300el. Elias C. Boudinot was a half-breed 
Cherokee. He was trained to be an engineer and when through school, 
he entered the service of the Ohio Railway. He tired of this and 
turned his thoughts toward law. Returning to Arkansas and the Indian 
Territory he became editor of the Fayetteville Free Democrat Weekly and 
later of the Little Rock Arkansan. During the war, he served : :ith the 
Confederacy as an officer and also as a Congressman. After the conflict 
he became an advocate for the abolition of the tribal land system strong 

the Indians and wished them to hold tneir land in severalty. An outcast 
among the Indians because of this, he went to Washington, where he was 
emploI8d as clerk of the house committee on private land claims. 

This article is very often nisouoted, especially as to the 
number of acres Doudinot refers to as remaining unassigned. The entire 
article has been obtained from the files of the Chicago Times, through 
the ciyrtesy of the Univeruity of Cnicano. See Appendix A. 

Dale, 22. cit., pp. 533-35; also, see James L. Brown, "Early and 
Important Litinatione," Sturm's Oklahoma Magazine, VIII, April, 1909, 
pp. 2230. 

For a tepioal letter of inquiry to Boudinot's newspaper article, 
see Arroendix B. The letter in reply seems to have been a form letter 
which was sent to all inquirers; see Appendix C. 



The importance of Elias C. Boudinot in launohin the Boomer 

agitation cannot be overemphasized. General T. Sherman said 

that Boudinot's map was the "prime cause of the atte et" to force 

Congressional action.13 

A few months after the Boudinot article had anpeared, it was 

evident that Kansas City had become interested in opening the Indian 

country because it was a barrier to direct access to the Gulf. The 

Kansas City Times. an ardent champion of the "Oklahoma" movement, 

devoted almost the entire front page of each issue of May 4 and 1E, 1879, 

to a description of "Oklahoma, the beautiful land." It was represented 

as a land of limpid streams, fine forests, far sweeping grasslands :,nd 

to-lerinf; mountains. John B. Boyd, former neefor of Baxter Springs, Kanses, 

who had gone right into the heart of the °Oklahoma" district, reported 

that "there is no country in the world half so beautiful. Clear runeing 

streams of water; rich, roiling prairies, sweeping as as the eye 

can reach; and better than ell' and soentnine that Kansas never had-, 

grand old Forests of trees along every stroame" 
14 

There is little doubt that teis end similar descriptionc, caused a 

settler stampede toward the Kansas border towns neer the Indian Terri- 

tory which vied with one another for homesteader favor. All were to 

profit from emigrant trade. In southern. Kansas, eiceita as boosted. as 

the nearest outfitting point, whose claim was energetically eiseuted by 

13 
See below, Roy Gittincer, The Foreation of tee State of 

a1ehi4n, p. 101. 
Rister, ox. cit., p. 43. 
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Caldwell and Munnewell Also, Chetopa, Baxter Springs, Independence, 

and Coffeyville claimed nearest proximity points for Arkansas and 

Missouri homesteaders. 

As the movement gained momentum Andrew J. 'bite, city editor of the 

Kansas City Mail, determined to force the opening. 
15 

To this end White 

and a group of Kansas City business interests induced Charles C. 

Carpenter to blaze the trail. The same group had previously launched 

the abortive Black Hills land rush, led by this sane border adventurer. 
16 

Its opening by the government, led them to hope for an equally fortunate 

outcome in Oklahoma. 

The Topelaa Commonwealth described Carpenter as a "scalawag of the 

worst type, a burly, swaggering, reckless character who would have been 

lynched by the men he fooled in the Black Hills if they could have 

caught him." 
17 

He had long hair, a drooping moustache, long curls, and 

wore a broad brimaed beaver hat, high- topped boots, and a buckskin 

coat fringed at the sleeves. A truly fantastic character who, with his 

;lib and incessant manner, always commanded attention from the border 

movers. 
18 

From Kansas City, Carpenter presently went to Independence, Kansas, 

where, with his wife, he set up headquarters late in April, 1879. But 

his venture needed money, so he entered into an agreement with the 

15 Marjorie A. Coyne, "David L. Payne, The Father of Oklahoma," 
Unpubiphed M. A. thesis, "achita University, 1930, p. 43. 

Carl Coke Rister, "Free Land Hunters of the Southern Plains," 
Chroni;les of Oklahoma, XXII, p. 400. 

' 

18 
Coyne, R. cit., p. 43. 
Rister, "Free Land Hunters of the Southern Plains," ak. cit., 

p. 400. 
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merchants of the town. He promised to bring one thousand emigrants to 

a rendezvous camp just outside the city limits if they would pay him 

five hundred dollars, and an additional five hundred dollars when he had 

actually moved them onto the "Oklahoma" lands. But he could neither 

bring to Independence one thousand emigrants nor collect the initial 

five hundred dollars, whereupon he "shook the dust of the town from his 

feet and moved over to Coffeyville. Here he and his wife had better 

success in operating on the merchants...in raising funds. "19 At both 

towns he promised the merchants rich returns by way of Boomer trade. 

The Kansas City Times was very much interested in the expedition of 

Carpenter and news of the movement was given the most prominent place in 

the paper for about tv,o months. They reported many small parties going 

into the Territory and said that nearly 1,200 people were waiting on 

the line for Carpenter to lead them. 
20 

They issued several special 

editions advertising the expected raid and the border towns. One issue 

was devoted to the cause of Independence, another to Coffeyville, giving 

the railroad connections, and making special mention of good outfitting 

stores. 
21 

The Wichita Eagle condemned this practice though it claimed 

that Wichita was the real outfitting point since nine-tenths of all 

traffic would pass through that city. 
22 

The federal ,government became alarmed at the growth of the movement 

and on April 20, 1879, President Hayes issued a proolamation warning all 

intending invaders to stay out of the Indian Territory as the military 

19 

20 
Ibid. 
---- 

21 
Kansas City Times, April 23, 1879. 
Ibid., April 27, 1879. 

22 
ichita Eagle, May 8, 1879. 
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would be used to enforce the laws and the eroclamation. 
23 

This warning 

was disregarded by Carpenter who referred to it as "the laughable 

proclamation of His Zeecellency," 
24 

nd prepared for a raid in the face 

of more government troops being sent to the area.. The boastful Carpenter 

was soon to be put to the test. 

Carpenter claimed he was not worried about the measures taken to 

subdue his venture and replied: 

The attempt of the de facto government at 'fashington to 

check the movement will be utterly futile....General Bull Ran 
Pope....can arrest me and be d--d, the movement will still go 
on--but unless he cuts a better figure on the frontier than he 
did at Bull Run there will be a 

2 

hellitisplit retreat, and it 
won't be Carpenters Thrpedition. 

In answer to these charges against the army, John McEeil, Indian 

Inspector, met Carpenter on the streets of Independence and warned him 

against the proposed venture. He reminded the would-be invader that the 

"jig was up," that he lust leave the country or else "he might be forced 

to wear handcuffs to complete his clownish attire." 
26 

It was evident 

that Carpenter's spirit was weak, for he was soon making tracks for 

Kansas City, never to return. 

There were other projected colonies besides the Carpenter one. At 

Chetopa the Indian Territory Colonization Society was organized by J. M. 

Bell, a prominent Cherokee attorney. Bell led sixty-five families as 

far south as the Chikaskia River, thirty-five miles south of Arkansas 

City. At Baxter Springs the streets were generally thronged with 

anxious, bearded Missourians and Arkansawyers buying flour, bacon, 

23 &Imes D. Aichardson, &eompilation of the Messages and Papers of 
the Psident, X, 4499. See Appendix D, p. 143. 

25 
Coyne, om. cit., p. 45. 

26 
Kansas City Times, May 3, 1879. 
Coyne, 22. cit., p. 46. 
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coffee, and dry goods, or lined up at the post office asking for forward- 

ed mail. In the Cherokee nation itself George Hitchens organized the 

Republican. Colonization Society for the purpose of proving that Indians 

could settle in "Oklahoma". These colonies were not very strong and 

were soon evicteo, as were other settlers who had crossed the line in 

parties of two's, three's, and four's. 
27 

In each instance, the invaders 

lacked a resourceful leader. They did not have long to wait. Carpenter 

had barely found a safe retreat in Kansas City before David L. Payne 

came to A.chita as leader of a more formidable movement that was to grow 

until ten years later the Oklahoma country was opened to settlement. 

From this ti;e on attention centers in David Lewis Payne, the most 

noted of the "Oklahoma boomers," the new "Noses," who was to lead the 

people to the "Promised Land."28 Payne was a man of striking person- 

ality and broad experience. Born in Indiana just a few months after 

David Crockett, of the coonskin cap and flamin; pistols, died at the 

Alamo. Paynets mother, a first cousin of Crockett, named her child 

Davy in memory of her illustrious cousin. 

Paynele career 
29 

began in his late teens in the Rocky Mountains 

where he killed bears, panthers and grey wolves. He was essentially a 

frontiersman and seemed ideally oast for the role of Boomer leader. 

He was six feet four inches in height, weighed two hundred fifty pounds, 

and, according to his neighbors, was as "strong as an ox." Tn 1858, 

27 
Gittinger, 22. cit., P. 104. 28 
For a bibliographic sketch of David L. Payne, the "Oklahoma 

boomer" leader, see Carl Coke Rister, Land Hunger: David L. Payne and 
the Oklahoma Boomers. 

For a review of the early years, see Marjorie A. Coyne, "David 
L. Payne, The Father of Oklahoma," Unpublished M. A. thesis. 
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when he became 21 and could take 160 acres of government land, he pre- 

empted a claim in Doniphan County, Kansas. As homesteader, professional 

hunter, bullwhacker, guide and scout before the Civil ear, he had pretty 

well ran the gamut of border life. 30 Then during the war he had served 

as an enlisted man in the Union army; and in post-war days, during the 

Indian outbreaks along the Kansas border, 1867 and 1868-1869, he had 

been commissioned as ca.tain of Kansas volunteers. 

Rister relates that it was while "Payne's Company" was serving 

under Sheridan on the Washita that Payne first heard about "Oklahoma" 

and the possibility of settling thereon. 
31 

But this has been disputed 

elsewhere. 
32 

George Jenness said Payne's interest in "Oklahoma" was an 

after thought, after leaving the Army, and that Payne did not indicate 

any more interest than scores of others, other than it being a beautiful 

land. 

As a homesteader and land. owner, Payne established titles to three 

Kansas properties of 160 acres each: one in Doniphan county, 1858, a 

"ranch" near "ichita, 1870, and a farm near Newton, 1872. 33 He lost 

his eichita and Newton properties, being awarded others by court 

eecisions because of his carelessness in financial enterprises.34 He 

30 At Payne's request, 'illiam Bloss, a correeaondent of the 
Chicago Times and a loyal friend of Payne, erote a sketen of the Boomer 
movement and of Payne's early life, up to 1881. But for reasons unknoen 
it aas never published. The sketch is the most dependable account of 
Payne's life and activities of the pre-Boomer period. The manuscriet is 
now ia the Oklahoma State Historical Library, Oklahoma City. 

)1 
ister, Land eunger, 22. cit., p. 21. 

32 
George B. Jenness, "Persona] Recollections of Dave L. Payne," 

Sturm A, Oklahoma Magazine, VI, pp. 15-20. 
Coyne, 21a. cit., pe. 7-15. 
Ibid., 18-19, pp. 2728. 
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was also a border politician. Twice ho was elected to the Kansas house 

of Representatives, 1866-1867, was appointed as postmaster at Leaven- 

worth, 1867, but he lost this because of irregular accounts and Governor 

S. J. Crawford, his bondsman, took over his Doniphan County farm. 

Finally, through political influence and pressure, he secured a job as 

Assistant Sergeant-at-arms of the Kansas House of Representatives and 

later accepted a job as doorkeeper of the U. S. house of Representatives 

in 18797; While in Washin&ton, it was inevitable that Payne would come 

in contact with Elias C. Boudinot, who renewed Payne's interest in 

"Oklahoma", and recruited Payne to help lobby for the opening of the 

unassigned lands. 

Payne returned to Indiana then to Wichita after his dismissal from 

his job at Washington and made his headquarters in the office of 

"Colonel George English on the second floor of the Dorsey building at 

105 West Douglas. On the walls of the office were numerous maps of the 

Indian Territory,"35 which bore evidence that he was actively interested 

in "Oklahoma". It is believed Payne's new interest in Oklahoma stemmed 

from the fact that the Frisco Railroad was paying him to lead a raid 

into "Oklahoma", and that he probably received a salary during the first 

years of the boomer's excitement. 
36 

35 Ibid., p. 48. 
A6 
' Dan W. Peery, "Captain David. L. Payne," Chronicles of Oklahoma, 

XIII, p. 444. 
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The first meeting of the "boomers"37 was held in Wichita, December, 

1879. Those present were D. L. Payne, Frank Smith, Frank Fisher, W. C. 

Glenn, and Oscar Smith. A preliminary organization was founded for the 

purpose of settling Oklahoma. Payne was elected president, Glenn 

secretary, and Fisher treasurer. Each member paid a smell membership 

fee but as expected to contribute more later. 38 Mass meetings of 

Wichita men and others attracted to Payne's propaganda were held on the 

corner of Douglas and Main with Captain Payne as the chief speaker. 

Growing out of these meetings, Payne's Oklahoma Colony appeared.39 

On August 3, 1880, Payne joined with others, mainly hichita business 

men, to form the Oklahoma Town Company, with a maximum capitalization of 

e2,000,000. Each stockholder paid '425 
.40 

Later, this organization 

changed its name to the Southwestern Colonization Society. In the 

Colony, members were entitled to all the ri hts and privileges the 

organization could afford, as well as a claim to 160 acres of land 

37 The name "boomer" was never applied to the invaders until the 
advent of Payne. It is not known if he started the practice or not but 
it was a common term for those trying to get land by booming the Terri- 
tory after this time. It began as a slang expression but came into 
gener4 usage. See below, Coyne, 22 cit., p. 49. 

Wichita Beacon, February 10, 1929. 
d' The officers eere: D. L. Payne, president; Dr. R. B. Greenlee, 

vice-president; John Faulkenstein, treasurer; B. Hutchinson, secre- 
tary; W. A. Shuman, corresponding secretary; and T. D. Craddock, general 
manager, although later the personnel of the organization changed from 
time to time. Membership dues were e2.50. See Bless manuscript, Part 
Iv, 

P401 
7'Corporation Charter Book," Secretary of State of Kansas, in 

archives of the Kansas State Historical Library. The officers were: 
John Steele, president; Payne, vice-president; ana George M. Jackson, 
secretary. 
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apiece. In the Society, a member was entitled to a town lot in the 

proaosed capital. Also, special collections were taken to pay Payne's 

attorneys, to defray railroad expenses of officials, and for other 

unexpected calls. It is not known how much money was raised to back all 

these colonization purposes, although Rister relates that Colonel 

Edward Hatch, in charge of Oklahoma troops, personally knew of 4.00,000 

having been collected. 
41 

Receipts for membership dues in the Colony 

numbered eell above 14,000 by the time of Payne's death in 18L,`4. The 

number of shares sold by the Oeciety is not known, although in May, 

180, there was reported to be a rush for corner lots. 42 

There was much publicity given to the movement locally and when 

the leaders were referred to the proclamation of the President for- 

bidding the raid, they replied that the President had changed his views 

in regard to the status of the land and that in his last annual message 

he had admitted that the lands were eublic and should be settled. 

Therefore, on February 12, 1830, President Hayes re issued the 

proclamation with a different date. 

Payne disregarded the esidential order, however, and !eade plans 

for his entrance into the promised land. He set the date for the first 

invasion as March 15, 1830, but his publicity caepaieal failed to arouse 

interest and enthusiasm enough to cause men to challenge federal troops 

and the President's "stay out" warning, and he did not start until April. 

However, Payne continued his work of organization, going fro town to town 

41 
Carl C. Rister, "Oklahoma, The Land of Promise," Chronicles of 

Oklahfir, XXIII, p. 5. 

Rister, Land Hunger, 22.. cit. p. 52. 
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with his membership book, addressing groups and collecting money 

wherever possible. 

Payne's first colony invasions of "Oklahoma" were in 1880. On 

April 26, the Boomers broke camp on Bitter Creek, about six .riles east 

of South Haven, Kansas, and moved southward over what is known as the 

Hog's Bark Trail. In Payne 's party ::ere twenty-oie men, led by 

Captain Payne and "Oklahoma Harry," Harry L. Hill, a wealthy resident 

of '::ichita. Four days later they reached a point about one and one- 

half miles southeast of the North Canadian River, where immediately 

they began to survey their "New Philadelphia."43 

Meanwhile the military officers in charge of the Missouri district 

had been instructed to remove the intruders, and if any returned, to 

turn them over to the U. S. marshal at Fort Smith, On May 15, Lt. G.H.G. 

Gale and a detachment of cavalry from Fort Reno arrested Payne and twelve 

of his Boomers who were encamped and conducted them to Fort Reno. They 

were held until June 5, awaiting instructions and then escorted back to 

the Kansas line and freed with a warning "that if they were aelin 

arrested on a similar charge they would be prosecuted under the Indian 

Intercourse Law of 1834."44 

Not at all deterred by this treatment, Payne was soon at work 

again, for on July 5, Payne and twenty one followers, including six of 

his former companions, were back at their old camp on the North 

Canadian. Hardly had they adjusted themselves to camp life before Lt. 

J. H. Pardee and a detachment of Ninth Cavalry, Negroes, from Ft. Reno 

arrested and took them to the fort. The first offenders were escorted 

43 
Sumner County Press, Wellington, Kansas, June 3, 1880. 

44 ------ 
Rister, "0171ahoma, The Land of Promise," 22. cit., p. 6. 



51+ 

back to Kansas, while Payne and the other "old offenders" were taken to 

Port Smith to appear before Judge Isaac C. Parker but their cases were 

postponed for a later hearing and Payne was free to resume his Boomer 

activities. By December he had assembled more than three hundred Boomers 

in a camp near Arkansas City, and would have entered the territory but 

for the presence of the troops. From Arkansas City the Boomers moved 

fifty miles west to Caldwell, but so did the cavalry who kept a 

constant vigil to prevent any intrusion within "Oklahoma." 
45 

The winter of 1880-1881 ens a severe trial for both the Boomers 

and troopers. For several days the teaperature sank below zero. On 

Deceaber 23, Caldwell citizens gave two wagon loads of food to the 

Boomers but it was soon exhausted, and since the campers were without 

funds they disbanded on January 6, 1881, and returned to their homes. 

On March 7, 1831, attorneys for Payne argued his case before Judge 

Parker. Under the Non.Intercourse Law of June 30, 1834 and an enactment 

of August 18, 1856, unauthorized white men were not permitted within 

Indian Territory. The first intrusion called only for expulsion with a 

warning not to return, but a second curried. a fine of $1,000 for the 

violator. Judge Parker ruled that since Payne was a "second offender" 

he was liable to the penalty under the law. 
46 

Yet Payne had no money or 

property against which an assessment could be made, 
47 

and one of Payne's 

lawyers, said to have been in the pay of the Railroad interests, pointed 

out to Judge Parker that no other penalty had been provided under the law. 

145 
For the Boomer winter camp experiences, see aichita Eaale, 

December 16, 1880; Sumner Coully Press, December 16 and 23, 18k; 
Caldwal Post, December 23, 1860; Wichita Beacon, December 29, 1830. 

A. P. Jackson and E. P. Cole, Oklahoma: Politically and 
Topogonhically Described, p. 110. 

r Bloss manuscript, 22. cit., 1. 
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Therefore the government's victory was a hollow one, and Payne was free 

to resume his Boomer activities. 

In the main the purpose of the Boomer organizations and the 

invasions into the Territory was to keep the Oklahoma question before 

the people and hope to eain a favorable court decision, with which to 

attack Congress hoping to gele.the necessary legislation to open the 

territories. Many believed Payne's methods were wrone, even some of his 

followers. 

William H. Osborn, for several years associated with Payne as the 

Colony secretary, broke away from his chief's organization whose methods 

he considered too radical end not productive of results, crid organized a 

colony, known as Osborn's Oklahoma Petitioners to Congress.48 The 

object of the Osborn faction was to present the claims of the Boomers to 

Congress and secure by legislation what Payne's association was endeavor- 

in e to secure by force. Legislation was the only solution to the matter, 

but there is no doubt that without the continued efforts of Captain 

Payne's methods, although in violation of the law, insufficient publicity 

would have been secured to faiA the moral support of the people until a 

much later date. 

Within the next two and one-half years, six other invasions of 

"Oklahoma" were eade by Payne and his followers. But each of these fol- 

lowed much the name pattern. The Boomers would cross the Kansas line 

unobserved be the troopers, travel seuthwerd to Deep For Creek or the 

North Canadian River, and begin the prelieinary tasks of establishine a 

colony. Sometimes to the extent of plowing the sod, puttin:7, in a Crop 

48 
A. D. Marble, "OklahomeeBoomers' Trials and Troubles," Sturm's 

Oklahoma deeazine, VIII, 'pi 45..48.' 
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and erecting improvements. Then a cavalry detachment would appear, effect 

their arrest, and escort them back to Kansas via Fort Reno. One 

expedition was an exception. 

In July, 1831, Payne visited with relatives at Gainesville, Texas, 

and while there organized an "Oklahoma" invasion. The main party 

traveled directly to the North Canadian, but Payne and a few companions 

entered Indian Territory at Red River Crossing and went first to the 

Wichita Mountains and then turned eastward to the North Canadian. Federal 

troopers broke up this colony, as they had earlier ones sending the 

Texas colonists southward to the Red River and conducting Payne and a few 

Kansans, who had joined him, back across the Cherokee Outlet. 
49 

There were also occasions when Payne with only a few companions 

entered "Oklahoma" to survey prospective colonial sites, to hunt for 

nineral denosita, or for other reasons. For exanple, he and a party of 

survejors were arrested on January 24, 1882, while they were engaged in 

surveying a town site within the present limits ol Oklahoma City. The 

prisoners were first escorted to Fort Reno by the solciier and then 

taken over the Texas Cattle Trail to Kansas. 50 A few days lter, Pzyne 

and a fellow Boomer, To Craddock, again slipped across the Kansas line 

and reached the North Canadian River unobserved. After hunting here a 

few days, Craddock returned to Kansas to recruit e new colony and to 

bring back supplies, leaving Payne alone. He spent from February 16 to 

/larch 12, 132, in a dugout cut into th,,2 steep embankment of a small 

creek. 
51 

Soon his sneplies ran low and he could not secure wild game 

Caldwell Post, July 21, 1881; Wichita Beacon, August 39 1831 
a2malgoaeLL Press, July 23, 1881. 

Caldwell Commercial, February 16, 1882. 
51 aster, "Oklahoma, The Land of Promise," OD. Cit.. D. 8. 
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because of stormy weather. Loneliness, gnawing hunger and sickness 

caused him to lose courage. But on March 12 Craddock returned with 

food and other supplies. Payne was too discouraged to remain in 

"Oklahoma" and shortly the two men were on the road for Kansas.52 

Undoubtedly the most trying invasion experiences of the Boomers 

were in August, 1882, and in February, 1883. On the first occasion, 

Payne and a party of twenty-six men, women and children, including his 

comson law wife Rachel Haines, and their son George, 53 crossed the Kansas 

line south of Hunnewell and traveled to Deep Fork Creek, about six 

miles north of present Oklahoma City. Here Lt. C. W. Taylor and a 

detachment of Negro troopers arrested them. As some were first 

offenders, they were allowed to return to Kansas without escort, but 

Payne, Vdlliam L. Couch, the second in command, William H. Osborn, the 

colony secretary, his wife and child, and a few others were taken to 

Fort Reno as prisoners. Alile at Fort Reno, Payne wrote F. T. Bennett, 

Commandant, a strong letter of protest in which he stated 

that in the twenty-five years he had spent on the frontier 
he had never seen such disregard for personal rights as 
exemplified by his troopers in their recent action, that not 
even a vigilance committa4 would drag sick woaen and children 
around over the country/ 

Payne, in fear of an Indian assassination plot on his life requested 

they be taken to Fort Smith via a different route. 55 

52 Payne's day-by-day account, written by pencil in a notebook is 
in the "Miscellaneous" file, Payne Papers, Oklahoma State Historical 
Library, Oklahoma City. However, the notebook is very difficult to 
read aad for the best account of the incident, see Rister, Ibid. 

J. Rachel Anna Haines, was employed as Payne's housekeper at his 
Sedgwick County "ranch", became his common law wife, and later bore a 
son, orge. See Coyne, 22. cit., p. 19-20, 

aa Caldwell Commercial, December 14, 1802. 
"The Week," The Nation, XXXIV, p. 453. 
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Permission was granted for the Boomers to be sent southward to 

Henrietta, Texas. From here they could travel by rail via Dallas to 

Fort Smith and reach their destination more seedily than by the old, 

more direct, wagon road. 

The Caldwell Commercial remarked that the trip south was destined 

with trouble. 
6 

Before reaching Fort Sill, Osborn's wife and child 

became ill with heavy colds, and they stopped lollg enough to procure 

medical aid. At Henrietta, a physician warned that the child was too 

ill to continue the journey. While waiting for the next east bound 

train at Henrietta, Payne was allowed to go into ton to make certain 

purchases. Making good use of his temporary freedom, Payne employed an 

attorney, who in turn secured a writ of habaes corpus to force Taylor 

to surrender his prisoners to local authorities. The Lieutenant refused 

to recognize the authority of the local court explaining they were 

federal prisoners. A short time later the east bound train arrived 

End Taylor hastily loaded the Boomers aboard, just as the Clay County 

alieriff and a posse came hastening up. With drawn guns the Army nen 

guarded the prisoners until the trrin left the station. 

At Fort Smith, the Boomers were bound over for a later hearing 

before Judge Parker. Payne, in turn, brouht an indictment agEinst Lt. 

Taylor for cruel treatment and for holding then beyond the period 

specified by law. 57 But the charge was later dropped. 

By early January 1883, Boomers were collecting at Wichita, 

Hunnewell Arkansas City and Caldwell. A federal judge, George W. 

56 
Caldwell Commercial, October 5, 1882. 

57 aster, "Oklahoma, The Lard of Promise," a. cit., p. 10. 



McCrary, had rece,tly rendered an opinion that because of numerous 

changes the boundaries of Indian Territory could not be defined under 

the Indian Intercourse ct.58 This news stimulated Colony eolistnents. 

At Arkansas City alone fully 600 membership certifictes were sold 

during January, and a camp of 500 homeseekers was set up near town. It 

was from this point that on February 2, lU3, the next noteworthy 

invasion of "Oklahoma" was made. 59 

A blizzard struc the ,rawm train shortly aftea its start and the 

thermometer read ten to twelve degrees helow zero.. The women and 

children riding in the wagons and covered with on lts and blankets 

1.1ffered less than did the men who drove the teams or who rote horse- 

back. Payne complained that his feet, fingers and nose were frozen, but 

that "Mrs. Haines and little George stood the cold like heroes." 
6o 

Streams were frozen overt limbs of trees ere bending with heavy coats 

of ice and s:iowt and the raw north wind pierced the shabby garments of 

the travelers. The soirits of the Boomers were understanthbly low and 

needed t e elo,luent fiery sPeeches of their "chief" to keel: frem 

going. 
61 

The Boomers were overtaken near Deep Fork Creek by Lt. Stevens and 

a troop of "Yellow Le :s ", ;,weive 1,cro troopers of the 1;inth Cavalry. 

who demanded t-eir arrest. But Payne replied "that tuey did not have 

0101.11.011 

58 Ibid., pp. 10-11. 
1167-tho experiences covered in this raid, see Caldwell Posts 

March 
o 
1 1883; Oklahoma "4a.r Chief, March 2 and 9, 1853. 

61 lister, 
Land Huner, cit., p. 123. 

Ibid., p. 124. 
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time to stop and invited the soldier: to trevel with them." 
62 

Stevens 

accepted the invitation, since eis detachment was too small to forte 

the boomer to surrender and he sent idrd ahead for reinforcements.- 

The Boomers encamped at "Ceee Alice" about eihteen elles east of 

preterit OklahoMa City on February Se But they had little tie to 

effect a permanent settleeeet. Before evening Captain Henry Carroll 

with ninety en arrived to join Stevens. The Boomer leader, 

enticipatlng a demand to surrender and to :lichen& the colony, had 

agreed among themselves not to comply. But only 0-born, the secretary, 

he16, to the original understanding, until Carroll threatened to use his 

troopers to enforce compliance* Then he reluctantly ave hiuself up. 

After resting their teams here a few days, the colonists trudged 

disappointedly back to x. nsas and the crestfallen leaders were taken to 

Fort Reno. Soon they, too, were returned to Kansas 
63 

A rift now appeared in the Boomer camp 
.64 

Osborn charged that 

Payne had violated his pledge not to surrender and that he had 

"willingly given up to snoke novenae in Stevens' tent while the 

troopers were rounding up recalcitrants."65 E. A. Nugent who had 

accompanied Payne on an "Clelehoee" invaL7.ic'. in 1852 made an even more 

sensational accusation. 
66 

He said that PLyne had offered to sell out 

to the cattlemen for $260,00°. Payne hotly denied the charge and 

referred to his accuser as an "old Broken Down and Broken Up Drunkard." 
67 

62 . 

T, oed., p. 125* 

64 
Ibid., pp. 125-127. 

6 Oklahoma War Chief, March 9, 1883. 

66 'bid' 
ichita .a le, March 9, 18E3. 
Ibid. 



For a time the ituation caused a rift in Boomer ranks, but ,_or the 

moment the breach was soon closed. Back in Kansas Payne was kept busy 

with legal matters and away from the southern Kansas towns tee 

remainder of 1883. 

Prior t_ the "Camp Alice" incident, a Kansas City "Oklahoma" 

Colony under the leadership of B. Se Waldron reouested that Peyne'o 

Oklahoma group rendezvous with them at Coffeyville and make e joint 

drive to "Oklahoma". The Boomer leaders sent 8 man to Kensas City to 

investigate the new colony. The information relayed back vec chat it 

was a very formidable group "with money". The Payne BoomerF, fearing 

the Kansas City Boomers wanted to monopolize the whole business; 

started south from Arkansas City without them. They did, however, 

write and say they world be pleased if the Kansas City Boomers would 

join them in Oklahoma. 
68 

Little more is known of ealdrenis party and e. Texas group that was 

supposed to rendezvous with the Payne Boomers on the North Canadian. 

Rister relates that a railway mail clerk at Tulsa Indian Territory, 

reported that on ebruary 7, "twelve teams and 150 heavily armed men 

had passed this town on teeir eay to the North Canedian." 
69 

Waldren 

was arrseted and taken to Fort Reno. His followers were alloeed to 

return to Kansas without an escort. A. few weeks later ealdren was back 

in Kansas City advertising another expedition. 

*MMONOW 

68 
Rister, Lamee.neweeeeae, oe. cit., pp. 116-119. 
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Ibid., p. 129. 
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ehile Payne was in Topeka on legal matters the colonial eoveeent 

was left in charge of ±lliam L. Couch, vice-president of the Payne 

Colony and a resident of Johnson County, Kansas. Payne corld not have 

designated no abler man. Couch was sincere, convinced of the justice 

of hie cause, determined, and honest, and he had the confidence of his 

fellow Boomers. 
70 

In ranid succesaion, he launched three "Oklahoma" invasions during 

1E3.71 But on each occasion his colony was broken up, the "firet 

offenders 'r exeelled, and tha "second offenders" arrested, detained a few 

days at Fort Reno, and finally escorted back to Kansas. On the first 

and second invasions, the colonists made a show of resistance, and it 

was necessary for the troopers to overpower and bind teem and haul them 

away. In one instance, a hostile Boomer was tied behind an army wagon 

and led or dragged for a distance of twelve miles toward Fort Reno. 

By early January, 1864, Payne was back in Wichita, He induced a 

group of Boomers to supply him with enough eoney to -3 to nashineton end 

ereseet the eoomer cause to Washington leaders. His followers promptly 

subscribed the aeount required. 

While in nashington Payne conferred with Commissioner McFarland 

of the General Lund Office relative to the status of the Cherokee Outlet 

and was told that "federal conlissioners had elven it to the Cherokees 

as an outlet to the buffalo and salt plains, and that it was no 

70 Gittineer, oe. cit., p. 113. 
71 . 

Le',ster, Land Pune 
, 

er 22. cit., pp. 143-151. n_-- neenna- 
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trespass to go thereon." 
72 

Payne took this to mean that he could 

colonize it. In June, 1884, therefore, he crossed the Kansas line 

southwest of Arkansas City with the vanguard of more than 1,500 

settlers. However, this time he changed the invasion tactics. The 

settlers scattered and entered the territory at any places, and 

established a number of settlements, the chief of which was Rock Falls 

on the Chikaskia River, four or five miles south of South Haven, 

Kansas. 73 

Many of the colonists returned to Kansas when warned by the 

military officials, and the others were arrested. The women and children 

and most of the men were released as usual, but Payne and a few other 

"old offenders" were turned over to federal court authorities at Fort 

Smith, this time on a much more serious charge, celiinr liquor in 

Indian Territory. 

Payne and his fellow prisoners were subjected to privations, hard- 

ships and even cruelties for thirty-two days by the angry soldiers 

while enroute to Fort Slith. 
74 

The Boomers had been a thorn in the 

flesh of the border army for more than three years and t-eir captors 

were determined to treat them in such a way that they would abandon the 

movement. During the warm days of August and early September the 

group, in covered wagons, were hauled about over roush roads in 

cramped positions without being allowed to exercise. At night they 

72 
73 

Rister, "Oklahoma, the Land of Promise," 22. cit., p. 13. 
Ibid. pp. 1314. 
S. L. Moely, a fellow prisoner, kept a daily record of the 

period, found in the Payne Papers, "Miscellaneous" folder, Oklahoma 
State historical Library, Oklahoma City. 
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laid in small tents before .L)rin fires, even though the weather was 

hot and suffocating. Generally cir food consisted of "black coffee, 

bacon and bread with seldom a variation."75 Finally, they were 

brought before Judee Parker at Fort Smith, Payne being indicted on the 

liquor charee, and if convicted would have meant a long prison sentence, 

and the other Boomers were released. rayne was denied an immediate 

trial and was taken before the U. S. Court at Topeka, Kansas, where he 

was accorded a trial at the fall term of 1884. Payne came out of the 

contest victorious, the decision being that Oklahoma was public lard 

and that he was guilty of no crime in his atteepte to settle thereupon. 

This decision infused new life and confidence into the Boomer 

leaders and their followers. Payne, Couch, Eichelbereer, Cooper, 

Steiford, :;nd other Boomer leeders were now regerded es martyrs and 

heroes to the hoeesteeder cause, and popular receptions were given in 

their behalf in Wichita, Caldwell, Arkansas City and ellington. 
76 

Enthusieetic homesteaders swelled the rants of the Colony, and once 

more lone trains of white-topped wagons moved over all roads to the 

Kansas border towns preparatory to a new and peaceful invasion of 

"Oklahoma", On November 23, 1884, while on his way to Fort Smith to 

stand trial on the liquor charge, suddenly without a moments warning 

while at breakfast in the Barnard House, at Velliegton, Kansas, Payne 

76 
Rister, "Oklahoma, The Lend of Promise," 22. cit., p. 14. 

ichita Beacon, September 17, 1884. 
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fell dead in the arms of one of his fellow Boomers, J. B. Cooper. 77 

"With victory in sight, 'old ox-heart' would not be able to lawfully 

post his claim in 'Oklahoma'."78 

Payne's mantle now fell to his faithful aide, Captain L. 

Couch, of Douglass, Kansas. Two raids occurred under the leadership of 

Couch in 1885. 

War Department and Indian Bureau officials had disregarded Judge 

Foster's decision and ursued their former policy of arresting all 

intruders within "Oklahoma". The Boomers, now under the leadership of 

Couch, stormed across the &lisas boundary with ,uns in their hands, 

ready to maintain their rights by force. In January his group of 

several hundred men, women and children were discovered at Stillwater 

and they were evicted. During the sumeer a. ca p of Boomers was formed 

near Arkansas City numbering from six to el.-lit hundred, ready to cross 

the border at the first opportunity. In October and November they 

entered, determined to stay or fight. They enca ped near Council Grove 

or -t.:.e Canadian, but were soon discovered by the military. But happily 

bloodshed was avoided and they were finally persuaded to remove to 

Kansas to submit tneir ri ,hts to the President and Congress. This was 

fortunate for ) blic sentiment was now swinging about in favor of the 

Boomers.79 

77 Marion Rock, "Captain David L. Payne," 
Land, 5-6. Also, see Joseph B. Thoburn,"David 
XXI, 98 433. 

Lon eharton, "Payne Day Reminiscence," 
79 Rister, "Oklahoma, The Land of Promise 

Oklahoma -the Beautiful 
L. Payne*" Americana, 

Historia, 1, pp. 7-8. 
22., cit., p. 15. 



65 

This was the last serious invasion of "Oklahoma', although a few 

peAale entered the district every year from 1885 to 1889, there were no 

, 8o 
more organized rains. In spite of the inactivity of the Kansas 

Boomers, a movement from the south across the Chickasaw country, from 

Texas, began to assume importnce for the first time in 1886, and in 

that year soldiers were required to dislodge a band that had camped on 

the Canadian. 
81 

A patrol of the border was needed, and by the winter 

of 1888-89 the soldiers were kept as busy as ever. Tiee character of 

the invasion had changed, however, and boomers crossed the lines 

singly and in sNall bands. On March 3, 1885, Congress took action 

that :eant the ultimate opening of the unoccupied land of the Indian 

Territory. 

The Indian apprcpriatio: ict pas,ed en that day contained a 

section that authorized ne otiations with the Creeks, the Seminoles, 

and the Cherokees for the purchase -)utriht of the unoccupied lands to 

which they had claims.82 The reel -ork of the Boomers was done, 

although their activities did not cc se altogether nti1 the opening of 

"Oklahoma" in April, 1889. 

80 , 
eoears, on. cit., 0. 525. 
Gittiner, oe. cit., p. 147. 

o2 
23 Statutea, e. 374. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE END OF THE BOOMER MOVEMENT 

The incorporation in the Indian appropriation act of March 3, 

1885 of a section authorizing the purchase of the Oklahoma district 

and the Cherokee Outlet meant not only that the United States had 

abandoned the policy of maintaining the Indian Territory intact, but 

was the first victory for the Boomers. 

To understand the conditions that made this victory possible it 

is also necessary to know that the Boomer leaders realized that in 

invadinr- the unceded lands they were technically acting in defiance of 

the law.' On one occasion Payne related that: 

Now as a matter of fact, we know we have no legal right 
to settle is that country but, of course, we have to assert 
the right in order to keen up with our agitation, and, if 
the matter is not agitated, the ri.;7ht will never be granted... 

The course of the Boomer agitation, therefore, was clear cut. The law 

must be changed.3 This was to be done by invading the district to 

bring the issue before theapublic, get public opinion and political 

support on teir side, and secure the passage of the necessary 

legislation in Congress to open the "district" to settlement. 

The attitude of the people toward the Boomer Me ement cannot be 

briefly summarized, for opinion differed with occupation, locality, race, 

1 
W. L. Couch's testimony before the Senate committee, June 6, 

1885,,(S. Renorts, 49 Cong. 1 Bess., IX (2363), pp. 437-440). 
r"" Joseph B. Thoburn and Muriel Wright, Oklahoma, a History of the 

State and Its ?mat, p. 
This h raference to the act of June 30, 1834, Intercourse Act, 

4 Statutes, 729, sid as anended, August 18, 1356, 11 Statutes, 80. See 
footnote 33, p. 3 46. 
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and politics. That many people believed in Payne and his enterprise 

may be seen by the extent of his organization. 
4 

Most officials of the 

local governments opposed the movement and its invasions of the Indian 

Territory. The attitude of the cettlemen and Indians was important in 

the period. The newspapers reported. and reflected public opinion in 

general and also showed the attitude of the editors, which revealed two 

types of opinion. 

The belief that t cattlemen were wron. ly enjoying the use of 

unoccupied Indian lands broueht popular support to the boomer agitation. 

The most influential organization of the cattlemen aloes the border was 

the Cherokee Strip Livestock Association,5 which developed into a large 

institution, about two thousand people were interested in the 

Association and one hundred individuals, corporations, and firms were 

represented, so that it grew to be "the greatest livestock oreani ation 

in the world."6 

Naturally the power of the Indians to grant leases was ill definee, 7 

and the Secretary of the interior refused citeer to approve or dis- 

approve tee coetracts. The position of the leaseholders was somewhat 

4 
In 1885 there were more than 14,000 certificate holders in the 

Colony. See, )an W. Peery, "Colonel Crocker and the Boomer Movement," 
Chron'cles of Oklahoma, XIII, p. 280. 

1.0001. 

A discussion of the Range Cattle Industry is found in chapter II; 
also, see Edward E. Dale, "The Rancheen's Last Frontier," Mississippi 
Valley Historical Review, X, pp. 34-36; for an excellent discussion of 
the Cherokee strip Livestock Association, see E. E. Dale, "The Cherokee 
Strip6Livestock Association," Chronicles of OklHoma, V, pp. 69-81. 

Ibid., p. 71. 7 ---- 
For a aiscussion Of the Indian leases, see chapter II; also, see 

Ibid., pp. 69-81. 
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uncertain, but they were presumed to have the consent of the Indians to 

remain in the Indian country.8 These agreements placed the claims of 

the cattlemen on a different basis from those of the boomers, but to 

many persons at the time an annual payment of a cent or two an acre was 

an insufficient margin of difference. 

The cattlemen paid well for the leases, eepecially after the stand 

taken by the Indian departe,nt. If the head of the Indian Bureau 

decided to eject them he coud ca ily find a reason since most of the 

cattlemen pastured their eteck on unleased land in the unassigned 

district of Oklahoma. A "corruption and sugar fund" was established, 

accordin to cher7es, to bribe the higher officials into silence and 

influence tnem to keep cut settlers. 9 The Association also sponsored a 

number of newseepers and went into eolitics. The Wichita og10 and 

Sumner C;ountv areas carried articles which charged that Preston B. 

numb, united Sttes Senator from Kansas, owned, at least partially, 

one of the largest coeeanies in the Outlet and thet other prominent 

ooliticians had an interest in the ,seociaton; 
10 

however, the charge 

wasn't pressed further. Later Plumb introduced a bill in Congress 

designed to open the territory. 

The movement to open Oklahoma to homestead settlement directly 

crossed the desires of the stockmee for they would be driven out of 

this unleased land of "Oklahoma" by settlers. They would be over- 

crowded on the Outlet and would be forced to lease more land or to buy. 

8 
Ieid., p. 71. 

9 

10 
Wichita Beacon, May 21, 1884; Ibid., July 2, 1884. 
Wichita Eagle, March 15, 1883; Sumner can Standard, October 

11, 1885. 
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These were gust the only -:2ossible disaster,, th&re was also the fear . 

that the land seeking men would settle on the Cherokee strip itself and 

force the government to throw it open to settlement. This would, in 

effect, abolish large scale ranching and many corporations would be 

ruined. 
11 

Therefore, the Association stirred up the Cherokees to oppose the 

movement. The Indians were told that the boomers would take away their 

land and their territory. Members of the Nation became excited and 

refused to sell any land to anyone or to cede it, until the President 

warned them that the cattlemen must leave at any rate. Thisserved as 

enough of a threat to make the tribe caoitulate. 
12 

Other Indian tribes 

al ;c became excited, and even organized to defend the law. 
13 

The 

Choctaws, in particular, organized a militia of over one thousand men, 

armed with ..-eencer rifles and other guns, and prepared to expell all 

white men. They were to be assisted and controlled by the federal 

troops at Fort Sill. 
14 

The cattlemen recognized the value of the press and carried their 

battle against the boomers into this field. They began publication of 

the Indian Chieftain at Vi vita in the Indian. Territory for the purpose 

of combating the danger. This was not the only newspaper which took 

Part in the "war", for all the newspapers of the neighborhood became 

involved, and few were neutral on the subject. 

11 
Dale, "Cherokee Strip Livestock Association," OD. cit., p. 72. 

12 
Ibid., p. 75. 

13 
1* 

bee footnote 3, p. 67. 

Sumner County Press, June 21, 1881; Ibid., June 30, 1881. 
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The Caidweil Journal, official ore e o the Cherokee Strip Live- 

stock Asociation, as well as other corder papers, began a virulent 

attack on Payne and the Boomers. Lven the advurtisemeuts in a paper of 

tuis period, disclosed the attitude of the journal toward the boomere. 

In a southern Kansas paper, anti-boomer in sentiment, most of the 

advertising consisted of cattle brands. The stockman, since they 

furnished these, controlled the attitude, and therefore bitter 

denunciations or satiric sketches of the Boomers were recorded. The 

Caldwell Journal, 15 and the Caldwell Post9 
16 

at, ell as the Sumner 

County 4ress, 
17 

and many other papers were so controlled. Among these 

opposition journals of the section we find few Democrats because the 

stockmen we::.e generally Republican. Therefore, the Democratic press 

upheld the invasions, t some exent. The Sumner County Standard, for 

example, care god publicity to Payne's Boomers and censured the - 

cattlemen zeverely, but it had no cattle advertisj_ng. 
18 

The liooLl.r leaders were quite a re of the source of this hostile 

criticism and decided to counteract it by setting up their own organ, 

the Ohiahoma ar 
gbie9 

and under the editorship of A. W. Harris, the .a 
first issue SPY, the li-ht of day on January 12, 1883, at Wichita. The 

paper moved about from time to time as the needs of the Boomers so 

deemed it. it wa never identified with a place of publication until 

June, 1885, when it was moved to Arkansas City, under the editoril 

15 
Caleorell Journal, August 7, 1884. 

16 
ig Kg114'Aie 14cinlf 30, 1880. 

4. mucr County , Stendard 2 October 18, 188 
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management of Samuel Crocker, who successfully edited the paper for 

about two years, and was the last editor of the Colony organ. 
19 

In Wichita, where the Colony headquarters were located and where 

the cattlemen were not so strong, the newspapers were Tore liberal. 

The Wichita Eagle,- Republitanv did oppose the :.over t and amusedly 

called it a mere speculative adventure, but their attitude was much 

more tolerant than that of the border editors. 
20 

The Wichita Beacon 

was oneof the early sponsors of the Colony and the publisher of that 

piper was one of the charter members of the first Oklahoma Organi- 

zation. 
21 

Sentiment in Wichital however, was wavering between support 

and condemnation of the Boomers. The Beacon evidently thought it best 

to hold a iddle sourse in order not to antaf n!_ze anyone or appear to 

oppose the government, so that the news stories in this paper appear 

more unbiased and truthfully given than in other neighborhood journals. 
22 

In Butler county there was also a division of sentiment. The 

editor of the Augusta Advance was a boomer, 
23 

but the El Dorado Times, 

in speaking of the leaders of the Colony, called them, "Chief John M. 

Swellbelly Steele, Colonel Dnvid Shadbelly Payne, and Major Busthead 

Hutchinson." 
24 

The Walnut Valley Times took a neutral stand and said, 

19 
Grant Harris, "Publishing a Newspaper in a 'Boomer' Canp," 

ChreniBles of Oklahoma, V, pp. 366-370. 
Wichita Eagle, June 3, 1881; editorial, Ibid., May 13, 1880. 

21 Wichita Beacon, February 11, 1905, mentions a preliminary 
organization of the Oklahoma Town Company, commonly called Payne's 
Oklahoma Colony, with Frank B. Smith, proprietor of the Beacon, as one 
of the charter members. 

2e2 
Ibid., July 14, 1880. 

3 ---- 
Wichita Eagle, April 12, 1883. 

" Sumner County Press, December 23, 1880, an excerpt from El 
Dorado Times. 
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"we have always admired the untiring zeal of Captain Payne and the good 

work he is doing for the poor people but we do not like his ceaseless 

abuseof'the public men of Kansas." 
25 

The towns along the eastern part 

of the border were not dominated by the cattlemen and the benefits of 

the opening were more clearly seen; and newspapers in Baxter Springs, 

Chetopa, Parsons, Independence, Paola, Iola, Fort Scott and others 

encouraged the Movement. 
26 

The Coffeyville Journal gave several columns 

every week to Oklahoma news and advertised that city as an outfitting 

point.27 

Even the distant Kansas City Times fostered the boom and a great 

deal of favorable publicity Ines given to the movement. Every day 

during the Carpenter movement there were two o: three columns on the 

first pare and at times as many as eieht columns eere devoted to news 

of Oklahoma. 
28 

The Kansas City Journal opposed the Boomers, but more 

especially the publicity they received in the Times. Very little 

sympathy for the Movement was expressed. One article read as follows: 

If Payne was the only one who suffered from these continued 
insane expeditions the public would care but little, but he 
succeeds in enticing numbers of ignorant people of the poorer 
classes to join him, who lose what little they have and are 
often eut to desperate straights to get back to their friends.... 
Payne should be obliged to take28p his residence at Fort Reno 
or Leavenworth for a few years. 

That the invasions possessed great news value is seen by the space 

papers all over the United States gave to them. Many of the newspapers 

2, 
Walnut Valley Times, December 5, 1834. 

2o 
The reasons for this encouregement is found in the Conclusion. 

27 
Coffeyville Journal, April-May, 1879; Kansas City Times, May 6, 

1879'28 
' 2 

Ibid. April-May, 1879. 
9 

Wichita Eagle, Merch 1, 1883, excerpt from Kansas City Journal. 
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in Texas, Missouri, Nebraska, and the Last quoted the Kansas City Times 

since most of the relorts eiven there were presented in a very inter- 

esting fashion. The opinions as to the right of colonists to enter the 

Territory were somewhat evenly divided an quite a number merely gave 

the outline of the raids without showing, any definite stand on the 

subject. 
30 

The Chicago papers were intereeted and the Tribune published 

articles condemning the government policy. 
31 

The Chicago Times sent a 

special correspondent, Major William ee Bloss, to thE scene of action 

and closely followed the boomer activity. This interest was shown by 

"Payne's account book which records the sale of $10,00 worth of stock 

to the Chicago Times, October, 1882."32 

Whereas most Papers of the Middle 'est ehoeed the Kansas City 

reeorts and showed a western viewpoint, the New York journals obtained 

most of their news from 'eashington. Few New York papers told of the 

actual invasions. The bulk of the stories told of the effect of the 

Boomers on cabinet meetings or gave summaries of the actions of 

Congress. When Payne went to Washington in the winter of 1883 and 1884 

he received considerable attention. "Interviews with him were printed 

in many of the national papers and he became a widely known figure." 
34 

The Boomers became so well known that the public began looking for news 

1111111.0*Olinr 

30 
XPUSZ15 City Times, May 6, 1879. 

31 
Sumner County, Standard, January 31, 1885. 
Marjorie A. Coyne, "David L. Payne, The Father of Oklahoma," 

Unpublished M. A. thesis, p. 158. 
0, P. Sturm, "Why Oklahoma's Dream Came True," Sturm's Oklahoma 

MagazOle, VII, pp. 17-26. 
Coyne, 22. cit., p. 158. 
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of them and Associated Press reports were sent out concernin the raids 

and the actions of the Oklahoma Colony.35 

Public attitudes toward the Movement for the opening of Oklahoma 

was represented by divergent groups, some of whom had more influence 

and power than others. The cattlemen along the border very much opposed 

the Colony and did a great deal to keep out settlers, especially by 

stirring up the Indians and then spreading stories of their ferocity. 

The Hlndian ring" 36 was opposed because the Colony's success meant the 

end of the power of those who handled Indian annuities. The people 

living in the border towns were in favor of the opening and every town 

expected to become the principal supply point, and especially concerned 

were the large wholesalers of Wichita, Kaneesty and St. Louis. Also, 

the large railroad grants of land would remain inoperative until the 

Indian lands settled. 

In the ;est political division was sharply defined in this controe 

versy. Before 1884 the Democrats generally aligned with the Boomers 

against the administration and the Republicans defending government 

policy. It must be noted, however, that the Democratic Cleveland 

administration also upheld the established government policy of keeping 

out intruders until the necessary legislation was passed during his term 

of office. The East held a more passive view and obtained most of its 

taffolation through Washington and reflected the governmental viewpcint 

n the *flair. But the invasions were news and stories a2peared in 

35 Kansas City Tifles, Deceither 12, 1880, Associated Press Report. 
36 

For a discussion of the Indian "ring", see footnote 40, p. 38. 
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frost of the newspapers of the country. Generally, the greater the 

distance between the place of publication and Oklahoma the less 

partisanship showed in published reports. uhether opponents or 

Proponents were in the majority in the country was indecisive but both 

were very active and brought the Movement before the public eye. 

Through the invasions the faults of governmental Indian policy 

were advertised but Conferessional reform was not promptly secured. 

Most people of the United States were not vitally interested in the 

boomer project and regarded the news of the invasions in the light of a 

speculative adventure, a novelty to amuse and not to be regarded 

seriously.37 Therefore, at first, most of the newspapers condemned 

the invaders and recommended the use of force the government in 

expelling them. 38 Gradually the tone of the newspapers, reflecting 

public opinion, began to favor the Boomer cause. 

By the latter part of 1884, just before the death of David Payne, 

:zany hostile papers had become friendly. One of those which had 

previously advocated the use of force said, "the movement demonstrates 

the impracticability of the Indian policy. Settlement pushes on in 

spite of the government and the army. 39 However, the publicity was 

not all good and some writers recognized the age old lure of the 

distant frontiers. 

.3z7,8 Wichita Eagle, June 3, 1880. 
' George B. Jenness, "Fight of Payne and the Boomers," Sturm's 

Oklahoma Megazine, VIII, p. 21, reflecting an article in New York 
Tribultk, "Indian Problems," January 24, 1880, p. 5. 

' Coyne, op. cit., p. 168, an excerpt from New York Tribune, 
"Oklahoma and the Piegans," August 11, 1884. 



77 

Henry King, writing for Century Magazine, said that there was an 

abundance of land of good quality still vacant in Kansas, Nebraska, and 

other states. The Oklahoma "boomers", on their way to the Kansas 

border, passed over thousands of desirable acres, convenient to markets 

and se ools, which they might have had at low rates and on long credits. 

"But the pioneers of the period have a special craving for Indian lands, 

and lands 'kept out of market'; the simple denial of their privilege 

to enter this territory is sufficient to make them think it is the 

fairest portion of the universe...." 
ko 

Delos Walker, a Methodist preacher from eastern Kansas, charac- 

terized the Boomers by saying that they reminded him of "children who 

put beans in their noses---they seem determinee an getting the beans 

put in, in spite of all warnings, but when they had accomplished their 

purpose, they wished they hadn't done it." 
1 

This seems a rather 

hypocritic statement from one who related this to a friend the day of 

the "run," and who was one of the first to grab a claim in Oklahoma 

City. However, the characterization really depended on the point of 

view. To some the boomers were lawbreakers and disturbers of the 

peace, while others sympathized with them and viewed them in the light 

of persecuted martyrs, expending time and effort to homes in the 

unceded lands. 
42 

40 
Henry King, "The Indian Country," Century Magazine,, XXX, 

pp. 6-605. 
Delos 'alkar, "Out of the Raw Material," Oklahoma--The Beautiful 

Land, 4p. 67. 

James Martin miller, "Oklahoma Territory," New 2&igland Magazine, 
XVIII, pp. 393-404. 
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A fairer characterization was put forth by Lieutenant Colonel W. 

A. M. Dudley before the Senate committee, June, 1885, when he related 

that the Boomers were neither ordinary labreakers nor idlers. Most 

of them were farmers who wanted free land, and as a rule they were 

industrious, well-meaning people. They had religious services in 

camp, and drunkenness among them was oractically unknown. Some boomers 

relied on savings as support on the border and they were willing to 

ork between expeditions. Others seemed to have no source of livelihood 

but many of them found employment in Caldwell and Arkansas City. As 

each head of a family was equipped with a pair of horses and a stout 

wagon, the men could eneage in hauling; and in particular some were 

occupied in transportin supplies for the soldiers whose presence on 

the border they themselves made necesary. 
43 

Government hauling 

contracts were available from Caldwell and Arkansas City, to Fort Reno 

and Fort Sill, and other Camp sited in Oklahoma. 

By 1385 public opinion in the Middle West ran strongly in favor of 

the Boomers. That the darkest hour was just before dawn certainly 

proved true of the Boomer Movement during its nadir of 1885. Payne was 

dead; Couch, Goodrich, and other leaders were under charges of treason 

for the Rock Falls incident; cattlemen were still in Oklahoma; and 

hundreds of Boomers had broken camp and gone home, disap?ointed and 

penniless. Boomers and their supporters now wanted no further invasions. 

They advised patience awaiting the actions of Congress. The low tide 

43 
Lt. Col. W. A. M. Dudley's testimony before the Senate committee, 

June 6, 1885, S. Reports, 49 Cong. 1 seas., IX (2363), 461; Couch's 
testimony, a. cit., p. 444. 



79 

was reached when in the midsummer of 1885 the Boomers met at Caldwell 

and adopted a resolution asking the government to drop all charges 

against their leaders on condition that they would disband. 
44 

Accordingly 

the charges were dropped, and the agitation was transferred to the Halls 

of Congress. 

The changing attitude of Congress became apparent in 1884 and 1885 

when a number of bills and resolutions were introduced by various 

Senators and Representatives in Washington. On May 2, 1684, Preston B. 

Plumb of Kansas introduced a bill in the Senate to open to homestead 

entry the unoccupied Indian lands immediately and without negotiations 

vith the Indians. 
45 

On December 8, just when Couch and his men must 

have been reaching Stillwater on one of their last raids, Thomas Ryan 

of Kansas introduced Plumb's bill in the House of Representatives. 
46 

Limited opposition to the bill was led by Senator George G. Vest 

of Missouri, who for many years had been a Boomer supporter, but 

declared that the government was bound, morally at least to negotiate 

with the Indians for the removal of their interests. 
47 

After many 

weeks of wranglin it was decided to accept Vest's suggestion and take 

up the moderate proposal. Therefore, March 3, 1885, the Indian 

appropriation bill, as amended passed the Senate. But it was still 

necessary to bring ?ressure to bear on the Indians to secure their 

acquiescence before the Boomers could enjoy the fruits of their7Tictory. 

p 
44 

Peery, "Colonel Crocker and the Boomer Movement," a. cit., 

46 
cm& Record, 48 Con;;. 1 sees., 3689. 
Ibid., 2 sees., 81. 

47 TM. 
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The aElendmenc to the Indian Lppronriation bill, authorizing the purchase 

of the Cherokee Outlet and the Oklahoma district, still claimed by the 

Creeks and Seminoles, when coupled with the Dawes Act of two years 

later, paved the way for final boomer success. 

With the passage of the Indian appropriation bill, the President 

ordered the cattle leases annulled and the cattlemen expelled from 

Indian Territory, the Oklahoma Movement was now pitched on a less 

objectionable basis. And this gave it great impetus. Thousands of 

border folk had strenuously objected to the previous invasions on the 

ground that they were in violation of federal law; but they now 

enthusiastically supported the efforts of Ryan, Plumb, Vest, James B. 

aeaver, William M. Springer, and other Senators and Representatives in 

asiington, who now sensed the Boomer Movement was popular. 

Within the next three years various and sundry bills for Indian 

allotments, for revamping the Indian Territory's judicial system, for 

the disposal of its surplus lands to homesteaders, and for the creation 

of the Territory of Oklahoma were dumped into the House and Senate 

legislative hoppers. Growing out of these proposals, a signal victory 

was gained by the Boomers on February 8, 1887, when President Cleveland 

opproved the Dawes Act$ providing for the allotment of lands in 

severalty to the Indians, except the lands of the °sages, Peorias, 

Miamis, Sac and Fox, and the Five Civilized Tribes. The President was 

authorized to make the allotments whenever in his opinion it was for the 

good of the Indians. Then the government could negotiate with a tribe 

for any suplus lands after allotments had been completed, and these he 

could dispose of to settlers in tracts of 160 acres each. 



Here and there mass meetings were held and petitions and memorials 

were drawn up asking for the opening of the district,. The unremitting 

efforts of the Boomer.: during the uncertain past had created great 

confidence among them_and had led them to believe that final victory 

was near. On February 8, 1888, as climax to all their efforts, 

Boomer delegates from all the states, Indian Territory, and even some 

from Canada, met at Kansas City in a rousing convention. 
48 

"Agitators" then were not mere settlers seeking land. This 

aeeting was called at the invitation of the Board of Trade and the 

Commercial Club of Kansas City, and the invitations were extended to 

meyors of cities and towns, presidents of Boards of Trade, and to other 

interested citizens. Removal of the status assigned to Indian Terri- 

tory would open to all the Middle West a vast new area of trade and 

com erce. 
49 

The c nvention drew up a memorial stating that only "chiefs, 

squawmen, and half-breeds" were in favor of retaining the Indian 

Territory because no court had jurisdiction in civil cases arising 

between citizens of the United States and the Indians; and that since 

the Territory was an obstacle to true and comaerce, at least its 

western half should be opened to settlement, with compensation to the 

India for all lands taken. The delea tee selected eighteen 

48 
Proceedings of the Convention To Conte The 0 enin, of the 

Indian Territory, Hold kt. Kansas City, Mo.ip February 8, 1 in 
archilos of the Kansas grate Historical Library. 

7 Ibid., p. 61. 
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representatives to go to Washington to present the memorial and other 

resolutions to Congress. Couch and Crocker were among those 

selected. 
50 

The low thoroughly alarmed Creek and Seminole leaders saw that 

they cold claim the Oklahoma lands no loser, and resolved to make 

the best possible settle ,ent with the government. Secretary of the 

Interior, William F. Vilas, made an ereement with the Creeks whereby, 

for a consideration of $2,280,000, they released all claim on the 

Oklahoma district. A short time later the Seminoles' claim was met by 

a payment of $1,902,000. 

To secure immediate passage of the Oklahoma bill it w.s attached as 

a rider to the pending Indian ap)ropriation bill. Additional features 

authorized the President to establiah two land offices within Oklahoma 

and to open the district to settlement under the terms of the Homestead 

Law. The amended appropriation bill passed the House on February 27 and 

was approved by the Senate and signed by President Grover Cleveland 

March 2, 1889. 

50 
Ibid., pp. 67-68. Those appointed are as follows: Judge J. N. 

Galloway, Fort Scott; Dr. Morrison Munford, Kansas City, Mo .; M. W. 

Reynolds, Geuda Springs, Kane.; T. S. Case, Kansas City; John W. 
Earlie, Indian Territory; George Leis, Lawrence; T. A. Osborne, Topeka; 
Major E. S. W. Drought, Kansas City, Kans.; C. H. Kimball* Parsons, 
K,ais.; Joseph King, Indian Territory; Vialler Young, St. Joseph; E. N. 

Dingley, Leavenworth, Kans.; A. A. Newman, Arkansas City; P. P. Greene, 
Denton, Tex.; W. H. Miller, Kansas City; H. J. Rodman, Little pock, Ark. 
Furlong asked to be relieved and Couch added. Col. Sam Crockerwas 
also added. 



83 

By his authority, on March 23, 1889, the new President, Benjamin 

Bsrrison, issued a proclamation throwing open the entire Oklahoma 

district to settlement "at and after the hour of 12 o'clock, noon, on 

the twenty-second day of April, 1889.w5 1 Thus ended a decade of 

"booming". 

51 James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messa4cc and payers of 
the President, IX, p. 15. 
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CHAPTTaR V 

THE DAY OF DAYS 

The border settlers noisily celebrated tbeir great victory. A 

aichita correspondent for the Boulder County Herald, Colorado, 
1 

wrote 

on April 3 that the news of the proposed opening was received in his 

town by the firing of cannon and the display of bunting, and that bon- 

fires were burning all over southern Kansas. He observed that so many 

people were starting for the new country that many of the towns would 

be depopulated. One man, he continued, had already been killed over a 

proposed claim dispute, and some h;d sold their rights for as much as 

five hundred dollars. At Purcell, Indian Territory, 'Alliam Couch, the 

2 
old Boomer leader, writing on March 10, 1839, said that "every day 

from five to twenty wagons passed through Purcell headed. for the 

boundary line," the South Canadian River. 

Thus, after a decade of agitation the Boomers had won the long and 

bitterly fought battle. Had it not been for the bulldog tenacity of 

Payne and others "booming" of Oklahoma would have ceased long before 

victary was assured. Many suffered from exPosure, imprisonment, and 

other hardships, and had expended their last dollar in sustained efforts 

during invasion after invasion. Payne and legal advisers hA told them 

that claims thus entered would be recognized under the terns of the 

Pre-emption Law once the country was legally opened to settlement. But 

Carl Coke Rister, Land Hunger, p. 205. 
Solon J. Buck, "The Settlement of Oklahoma Wisconsin Academy of 

Science, Arts, and Letters, Transactions, XV, p. 345. 
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in this they were bitterly disappointed. They were now placed on the 

same footing as those who would enter Oklahoma for the first time on 

April 22. Success was gained only if they could reach their claims 

first; if others should -)recede them, then the newcomers' rights would 

have priority at the land °MOO, 3 

From March 23 until April 22 the Kansas and Texas roads leading 

toward "Oklahoma" were once more crowded with covered wagons hacks, 

buggies, and horseback riders. Border towns Caldwell, Arkansas City, 

,ichita, Hunnewell end Wellington, in Kansas, -nd Denison, Gainesville, 

and Vernon, in Texas were crowded with movers Jostling each other good.. 

naturedly, awe aping stories and information concerning roads and trails, 

Hotels and railroad depots were overflowing with promoters, businessmen, 

lain and homeless men, women, and children, all bound for the 

"promised land." Mingling with these were less desirable individuals -- 

gamblers swindlers, and adventurers who sought every opportunity to 

fleece the unsuspecting homesteaders or to take advantage of any 

circumstance that might preseiat itself. 
4 

Marion T. Rock described such 

an array of people at Arkansas City* "Scenes in and about the depot on 

Sunday ni-;ht, before the opening on the next day, reminded one of the 

vastourging crowds at the Philadelphia railway station during the 

Centennial of 1876. One observer remarked t,,at Wichita ws emptying 

3 Dan W. Peery, "Colonel Crocker and the Boomer Movement," 
Chr cies of Oklahoma, XIII, p. 284. 

FrannicMaster, "An '89er, How he Rushed and What For," Sturm's 
Oklah se Magazine, VIII, pp. 45-48. 

Marion T. Rock, Illustrated History of Oklahoma, p. 15. 
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its warehouses of assorted groceries, dry goods, printing presses, 

boxes of hardware and lumber --- ell to furnish new business ventures in 

towns soon to aepear in "Oklahoma." 
6 

The fabled "Oklahoma" was separated from Kansas by the Cherokee 

Strip a..ad from Texas by the Chickasaw Nation. Prior to the opening, 

homeseekers were allowed to travel to the boundary of "Oklahoma," and 

there to await the appointed hour ehen the sianal was to be given for 

the rush for land claims. 

Cash M. Cade related that eeople who were eoor and broke went to 

the west side. They crate fro the droaaht-stricken western states. 

He further commented that of the tee theesend people carped west of 

Kinafisher on the nieht before the opening "there was not an average of 

ten dollars per settler outside of the aovernment appointees."7 

Thousands more aathered on the "Pott Lines" Dan e. Peery was one 

who made the run fro the line of the Pottaeatomie Indian reservation 

and said most people in referrina to this line abbreviated the name. 

In referring to an incident from this side of "Oklahoma" Peery said 

that a. prospective homesteader rode up to a moonshiner and said to him: 

"Where did you come from that you rot here before me?" 
He answered, "Vie came from the 'Pott line' and he called two 
other moonshiners who were holding down claims and they 
declared that they had come from the 'Pott line' lati started 
at noon. The prospective homesteader rode on for other 
fields and the moonshiners explained to some of their friends 
aftereards that they heel told that fellow the truth. They 

6 
James W. Eoffitt, "Diary of an '891," Chronicles of Oklahoma, 

XV, .09. 66-69. 
Cash M. Cade, "The Day of Days," Oklahoma--The Beautiful Land, 

p. 64. 



had hanged a cooking pot on a line at their camp in the woods 
and called it the 'Pot ine' and they had started from that 
line at twelve o'olock"( 

They couYd scare off come of the homeeteaders with that kind of a 

story and subterfuge but the United states land office was :let to be 

reckone,'. with. 

From the "Pott line" on the east and the Arapahoe-Cheyenne 

reservation line on the eeat thousands of people waited. But the 

principle starting points remained the north boundary, the southern 

borer of the Cherokee Outet, and the south boendary, the south bane 

of the South Canadian River in the Chickasaw Indian reservation. For 

those who were not inclined to welk or were not fortunate enouh to 

have conveyances of their own, the Santa Fe Railroad crosse6 the 

unoecueied lands from north to south, thus ::akin:; eosoible transpor- 

tation for hundreds of homeseekers and enormous quantities of eateriale 

that would be needed by incoming settlers and business enterprises. A 

parallel stage road., alons the Kingfisher-Chickasha-Duncan line, was 

another well-known route of travel. 

Within "Oklahoma" were less than 12,000 tracts of 160 acres eacn, 

and according to one contemporary euthority 
9 there were a hundred 

thousand homeseekers, all eager to establish claims. To those mounted 

on fast horses would go the best chances of establishing choice claims. 

Only a few of the needy horneseekers cauld expect success, for as a rule 

they came to the border towns and camps in overloaded wagons pulled by 

8 

p. 300. 
Dan W. Peery, "First Two Years," Chronicles of Oklahoea 9 VII, 

Rister, 22. cit., n. 27. 



scrawny, hidebound horses end mules. For thi:: reason, on the dLy of 

the opening, more than ere: w goner laid aside the harness and mounted 

the fastest horse of hie team for the race. 

By the morning of April 22 the nortern boundary ef "01:lahoeta" 

was lined by thousands of prospective settlers, the liee of wagons, 

euegies, hacks, carts and even a high-wheeled bicycle presented a 

never-to-be-foreotten sight. 
10 

Excited people eilled about their 

camps, idine their tirae by :reasing the axles of their vehicles, 

insnecting harnesses an se'idles, and making lastminute -reparations 

for the race, la: hieeLy referred to as "Harrisonls Hoes Race." 
11 

Additional soldiers were placed on euerd as a precautionary 

meesure to restrain overly ambitioueEettlers. Onekpril 22 e force 

equal to two regiments was in the field. 
12 

The cevalry made up half 

o the total force, while the infantry 'as stationed at important 

oints in the district, especially at the two land offices located at 

Guthrie, where the -arta Fe "ailro d crossed the Cimerron, and King- 

fisher, a stage station thirty miles further west. The soldiers were 

also in Food spirits, for their years of vigil and patrol were about 

over. No longer would they be compelled to escort unwilling Boomers 

back to the Kensas line in all kinds of weather. On the morning of 

April 22, 1839, they sere stationed at intervals along the boundary to 

signal the be,L,inning of the race and to maintain order. 

10 
Hamilton S. wicks, "The opening of Oklahoma," Chronicles of 

(Iilaoma, IV, bp. 133-34. This is an eyewitness account, and is also 
found in Cosmopolitan, VII (September, 1389), 460. 

11 
12 

RiLter, 22,.. cit., D. 208. 
Roy Gittln,er, The ormatio:1 of the State o2 Oklahoae, p. 154. 
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Promptly at twelve o'clock, noon, by bugle notes, pistol or 

carbine shots, the signals were counded and the r ce was on. Thousands 

of contestants surged across the line in a mad, headlone rush toward the 

coveted lands. By evenine the grass and wild floeers rere crushed 

beneath the feet of thousands of eurrying and excited een, and the 

deeper scars of horses' hoofe and wheels of vehicles of innumerable 

descriptions 

The cia:or and coefucion of the race reminded some observers of 

the noise of battle. The poundi of hoofs, the friehtened neighing of 

horses, the thunderous rattle of wildly careenine vehicles, the rough 

shouts and curses of excited riders and teeeeters, the shrill screams 

of terrified women and children, and the cresh of overturning vehicles, 

oil blended in a eild, deafening roar never before heard on the 

brairies. 
14 

It took the lucky claim-seekers on horseback less than two hours 

to make the run. A. M. DeBolt, who started frog the Pottawatomie line, 

near Choctaw City, reached his claim too miees east of Reno in juet one 

hour and fifteen minutes. 
15 

Several L;anta Fe passenger trains had elso moved southward from 

Ark.usas City to join in the race. Passeeeers set in seats and vindows, 

stood is aisles and on car platforms, clung precariously to window 

zills, hundreds rode as top of the cars a breve few rode underneath 

on the brake rods and others chose the "cow catcher." :,.,;ineers were 

13 
Angelo C. fcott, "The First eeeks in Oklahoea City," Oklahoma-- 

The Bilutiful Land. p. 88. 
Wicks, 22. cit., p. 134. 

15 
A. M. DeBolt, "Bottle With Jumpers," Ohlehoma--The Beautiful 

Land, p. 95. 
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to regeaate the speed of the trine to conform to that of the horse- 

drawn conveyances. In soae instances excited homeseekers jumped from 

the slow movina train and were sent sprawling beside the track; but 

if they were not seriously hurt, they would leap to their feet and dash 

away to stake their claim. 
16 

Among the eany amusing, and at times thrilling, incidents that 

occurred on tie trains, was one in which a man was so impatient and so 

anxious to secure a home that he jumped from the train while it was 

running at a high rate of speed. He hed placed his friends on the 

train in care of his baggage, with the following instruction: "after 

jumping from the train, if you see me arise front the ground and wave 

this flee, throw my baggage off; if I do not get w lay know that I am 

killed, and you can take my baggage on to Guthrie." Takine a position 

on the reer platform of the trein, he jueped off, and went rolli and 

tuebling clown the ground for sevorel feet without sustaining injuries 

that prevented his wevinE his flag. His beeeage was throwe off, and 

the observers siecorele honed the "breve" but "resb" men secured one 

of tee best eiedas in 0klaho1a. 
17 

The first of the trains reached Guthrie, twenty miles south, at 

one-thirty in the afternoon, but the pesseeeere found that United states 

deputy marshals and ti' friends, toaether with settlers who had 

slipped by the border petrol, had already staked out a town site. Other 

persons had been busily engaged since noon making entries for adjacent 

16 
Dennis T. Flynn, "First Twenty...Four Hours in Oklahoma in 1889," 

Ibis p ----. . /7-_ 5. 
)oL and J. L. Rader, Readings in Oklahoma History, pp. 

342-44. 



farms. Those who entered before the appointed time were known as 

sooners."18 However, the people from the trio soon grasped the 

situation, and no ettention was paid to the rights end privileges of 

the deputy m.rshaJ their friends. The p.sseegers made their 
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exits fron the cars through the windows or any other convenient open- 

ine;s and scrambled pell-mell up the hillside in the wild race for town 

lots. 

Along the South Canadian, the southern boundary of Oklahoma, the 

scenes were to some exteat different. Purcell, on the south bank of 

the river, where the Fe Railroad made its croesing, was the 

starting-place for most of the settlers entering from the south and 

had been an assemblinte point for several weeks. On April 22 it had a 

population of more than four thousand people, three-fourths cf whom 

were there for the run." 
19 

Here, too, passenger trains were lined up 

to transport hundreds of heaneeeekers northward. The norelly shallow 

and sandy river was filled with muddy, swirline water, as hundreds 

plunged into it at the sound of the pistol shot fired by John Fight- 

master, afterwards sheriff of Oklahona county. 
20 

Some of the heavily 

laden wagons ane hacks foundered in the quicksand, only to have the 

teamsters wade out unhitch their favorite mounts, and continue the 

race. Others pulled threueh to the opposite bank. 

18 
eicks, OD. cit., pp. 134-35. 

19 . 

20 
Rister, 22. cit., p. 209. 
Delos ealker, "Out o.;: the Raw Material," Oklahoma--The Beautiful 

Land, p. 67. 
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Most of the contestants pressed on for Oklahoma City, just fifteen 

miles distant, to locate choice torn lots, but others stopped along the 

way and located quarter sections. Still others wandered. forlornly 

from place to place to find that more fortunate contestants had 

preceded them. 

Similar scenes were enacted on the Canadian River, below eresent- 

day 1;ioore, Oklahoma, near the site of the ormen bridge. hundreds 

or happy eettlers at last established claims and immediately began to 

build hones plow fields; but there were thousands of others who 

dejectedly drove back to Kansas, Arkansas, Missouri, and Texas to await 

the action of Congress in opening the remainder of the Indian Territory 

to settlement. 

In 1874.75 General Nelson A. Miles and General Hi H. Grierson had 

conducted a campaign aeainst the wild Comanches, Kiowas, Cseyennes, and 

Arapahoes over the same prairie lend that within a day saw Cklahoma 

City, Guthrie, Kingfisher, and Normen sprine into permanent existence. 

The opening in April, 1889, had certain features that were 

peculiar to it alone. Congress had edjourned on Merch 3 witheut pro- 

viding for the government of the Oklahome district apart froe the 

Indian_ Territory, and the settlers were thus left to their own devices. 

The failure to esteblish a. government led incidentally to a remarkable 

situation in the towns. 

As the sections ie the statutes which authorized the clotting of 

town sites on the ouzblic land could be placed in operation only by the 

actioe of local and civil officials, it was decided that no towns could 
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be established legally. 21 Under the homestead law the farmer could take 

the first step toward the acquisition of a title to his farm. But the 

dweller in one of the new towns we unable to acquire a legal ciaie to 

the lot on which he proposed to settle. Oklahoma. ws not a territory; 

° it was not a state; it was just unorganized Oklahoma ceuntry.22 

At the close of the first day both Oklahoma City and Guthrie were 

tent towns each containing more than two thousand people. liemerous 

town companies had previously surveyed the town lots and before the sun 

had set all lots had been tOcee and some had exchanged hands several 

times. within each town the task of organizing was atteepted. 
23 

within twenty-four hours a framework of government was set up. 

mayor was chosen enc.] councilmen and a board of claims was epoointed. 

W. L. Couch, tie let eooner leader, was naned the first mayor of 

Oklahoma City. D. B. Dyer was chosen eaeor at Guthrie. Inspector 

Jason B. Pickier of tLt. eewrtment of the interior fund on visiting 

Guthrie at this time that the municipal council had assumed enormous 

resnonsibilitiec, but was carrying them out in a creditable manner. 
24 

They had ordered the survey of the town and many lost their claim 

because they now found themselves ie an alley or in a street. There 

were evidences of a healthful social order: tuition. schools were 

launched and churches were organized. 

21 
Buck, oe. cit., pp. 34 

2 
3-44. 

2 Uckls, 22. cit., p. 136. 
23 

Peery, "First Tw Years," OD. Cit., DP. 306..07. 
24 

Ibid., p. 307. 
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The other metropolis of Oklahoma, and the rival of Guthrie for the 

state capitol was Oklahoma City, located about tirty miles further 

south on the north for. of the Canadian River. Oklahoma City was 

settled larmely by those entering from the south, and seems to have had 

a larger proportion of speculators, confidence men and other lawless 

characters in their ranks than those enteriee from the north. 
25 

Because 

of the unstable situation the army took entire charge of the city until 

the sixth of May. A leading town co many that had made a ;Prearranged 

lot of Oklahoma City was the Se .inole Town Company of Topeka, Kenees, 

but it lost out to the duly elected committee to organize and survey the 

town as it ctsnds today. 
26 

It was found that on the twenty-third of 

Aeril, the only water eump in town was taken possession of by a Chicago 

gambler named Cole, who deeanded five cents for every drink of water 

and enforced his demands with a revolver. 
27 

He was eoon removed by the 

military authorities. 

There was each strife and confusion throughout the district. Long 

before eeril 22 many prospective settlers had crossed the Oklahoma 

boundary to stake claims in spite of the Presidential warein:. Sore of 

the intruders ltd eluded watchful soldiers, had cimsen .oeesites, void 

then hidden L timber or ravines near by until the hour of the 

opening. Bonafide settlers who arrived within the heart of the 

25 
icks, on. cit., p. 136; Peery, Ibid., p. 306; Tribune Lxtras, 

pp623-29. 
cott, o-o. cit., p. 94; Seminole Town Company capitalized at 

$300,990, see "Corporation Charter Book," Secretary of State of Kansas. 
Helen C. Candee, "Oklahoma," The Atlantic Monthly, LXXXVI, 

p. 329. 
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district -ell ahead of other racers were more than once chagrined to 

find these intruders occupying, and sooetimes even plowing, choice 

claims. These individuals have already been referred to as "sooners," 

because they had entered Oklahoma sooner than they were entitled to 

under the President's proclamation. 

There were others who mede the run from Santa Fe construction 

camps. William L. Couch was emoloyed at this time in the construction 

of a segment of the Santa Fe roadbed near the North Canadian River, 

within what is now eastern Oklahoma City. Couch had engaged Mrs. Rachel 

Anna Haines 28 as cook and proprietress of his dining shack. On the 

morning of April 22 she, with her son George, mounted a horse and 

crossed the river and staked her claim. 
29 Meanwhile, Couch located 

another quarter-section claim west of and including the site of the 

present Nontgomery 'eard building. But soon other contestants arrived 

and a oitter controversy ensued. The most persistent was J. C. Adams. 

Adams's annoying efforts finally led to a gunfight with Couch in which 

the Boomer leader wcs wounded. Couch died on April 21, 1890, from his 

leavinL7 is family to keen up the unequ. 1 struoole to hold thc 

clora.30 

The courts were burdened with many cases as other sooners 

encountered the same kin. of opposition. In the Smith vs. Townsend 

case, Oklahoma, No. 1173, 
31 

the Supreme Court of the United States 

28 
See footnote 3, P- 57. 29 
Peery, "Colooel Crocker and the Boomer lovement," OD. cit., 

P. 283 
Rister, 22.. cit., p. 211. 

31 Ibid., p. 212. 
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upheld a territorial court decision that those who had made the run of 

April 22, 1839, free railroad construction caeps had violated the -berme 

of the President's proclamation and were, therefore, disqualified from 

holding claims. 

Not many other members of Payne's Oklahoma Colony were able to 

enjoy the land for which they had foueht. Of more than fourteen thousand 

certificate-holders in the Payne colonizing movement only Sam c;roceer, 

Albert C. eicCord, Captain J. B. Cooper, T. W. Echelberger, and a few 

others who had been followers of both Payne and Couch had established 

homes alone or near the North Canadian, and less than one thousand had 

found claiez elsewhere in Oklahoma in 1889.32 Some of them had spent 

more of their own money than a 160 acre Kanses or Texas farm would have 

cost. But the averaee Boomer felt that he had been amely repaid for 

his labor and expenditure, for by eluck and persistence he had caused 

Oklahoma to be opened to thousands of homeless people. 

Later visitors to the sites of Payne's and Mrs. Haines' claims 

found evidence of the irony of fate. there Mrs. d. sac's house stood, 

a steel oil derrick rears skyward. Twelve others ere located on the 

160 acre tract. Farther to the east is the :14-0 acre claim which Payne 

sought to establish in 1880, east of present day High Street and south 

of Southeast 29th Street. It became the very center of Oklahoma City's 

great oil field.33 

32 Peery, "Colonel Crocker and the Boomer Moveeent," 22. cit., 
pp. 283288. 

On November 11, 1960, the author revisited this part of Oklahoma 
City and with the help of the Oklahoma. Stete Historical Society, Oklahoma 
City, he was able to see the approximate location of both Mrs. Haines and 
David Payne's claims. 
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Many things combined to make the first two years in Oklahoma 

especially hard ones for the farmers on their new claims. Large 

numbers of thee had already falle-1 in western Kansas or northwestern 

Texas on account of drought or had been waiting on the borders of the 

country until their resources had been exhausted. The opening was too 

late in the spring for any crops to be raised in 1889, so the farming 

populetion was totally dependent on the results of the harvest of 1890. 

But through some strange freak of fate a severe drought occurred in 

that year which ruined the first crops throughout the new territory. 

Many were practically destitute, and only the assistance given by the 

United States and by the newly organized counties and municipalities, 

averted widespread disaster. 
34 

The Santa Fe, and the Rock Is'.and railroads did their share toward 

relieving the situation by furnishing seed wheat to farmers at actual 

cost without transeortation charge, to be paid without interest from the 

first crop. With this help and that of favorable weather conditions, 

abundant crops were produced in 1891, and the farmers were well started 

on the road to prosperity. 35 

The Dawes act of 1887 had paved the way for the opening of the 

reservations in the Indian Territory. The act of March 2, 1889, 2-': 

Statutes, 1004, by which "Oklahoma" proper was opened to settlement, 

also established a commission of three members to be appointed by the 

President to negotiate with the Cherokees eed all other Indians owning 

34 
Peery, "First 1:eo Years," OD. Cit., DD. 312-317. 

35 Ibid., p. 31); Git1;ieaer, At. cit., pp. 162-63. 
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or claiming land west of ninety-sixth parallel in Indian Territory, 

for the cession of all title in such lands to the United States. This 

body was known as the Cherokee commission. 
36 

In accordance with the terms of the Dawes act, edch was supple- 

mented by special agreements with the tribes, lands were allotted in 

severalty to 2,71: Indians on the Iowa, Sac and Fox, and Pottawatomie- 

Shawnee reservations situated east of the Oklahoma district. After the 

Indians hd received their allotments, 941,000 acres rat:meal and on 

Septe:AJer 2, 1091, thi- area was opened to settlement.37 

The 1,nd was not given away. It was sold in tr,cts of 160 acres 

each for *01.2:7 per acre, to actual occupants only, 
38 

who must be 

qualified to enter land under the homestead law. In spite of the 

restriction, 20,000 people gathered on the borders of the reservation 

to await the opening. 

The rush was similar to the one of 1889. Practically every tract 

was occupied on the first day. However, local governments were 

established before the settlers entered, two town sites, Chandler and 

Tecumseh, bein; reserved by the Government for county seats. 39 The 

advantage of a. territorial organization already established, and with 

36 
he members of the Cherokee Commission appointed by the 

Preident consisted of David H. Jerome, Alfred M. Wilson, and Warren J. 

Sayre,, See below, Gittinger, op. cit., D. 151. 
'1 Dora A. Stewart, Goverenrad Development of Oklahoma Terri- 

tory,4. 61-62. 
' Oklahoma Red Book, 1, p. 460. 
39 

I 
b 
id., articles II, III, IV, V, pp. 454-55. 
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careful management, the second opening was on the whole peaceful and the 

newly occupied area soon became an integral part of the territory. 

The pattern having been set, the public deannded the openinn on 

12,0'20,000 acres of unoccupied Indian lands in southwest Indian Terri- 

tory. The government plan originelly visualized this land as a future 

home for Indians and also for recently freed Negroes. Now Congress, 

responding to public demand, authorized the President to open this 

area, which he did in small districts. 
40 

Three million acres remained after allotments had been given to 

the Indians in the Cheyenne-Arapahoe district. However, no rush 

attended thie openin on April 19, 1892, as the land was not thought to 

be desirable, and Nast of it was far from a railroad. Meanwhile the 

government bad completed the negotiationn with the Cherokees for the 

opening of the Outlet. 

The Kansas people took only a minor part in the settlement of the 

southwest part of Indian Territory. They wanted the government to open 

the Cherokee Outlet. 

There were many reasons for this great interest in the Cherokee 

Outlet or "strip" as it wee called. One of the greatest being that it 

was forbidden to settlenent. It had been assigned to the Cherokees in 

perpetuity. However, they never did live on the Outlet. It was 

traversed by their hunters on their way west to the buffalo herds. 

When Kansas was opened to settlement, the Osage Indians and some other 

tribes were oettled on the eastern part of this land making the Outlet 

ko 
Bliss Isely, "How Kansas Mothered Oklahoma," Kansas Teacher, 

March, 1957, p. 40. 
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of little use to the Cherokees. It was crossed by three railroads. 

The areas to the north and the south were well populted. The home- 

steader wished to farm the area; to break the eower of the great 

cattleman's combine, which until 1890, had been using it. The railroads 

wished to see it settled, in order to increase their own profits. 
41 

The "booming" for the opening however, came free the southern 

border towns of Kansas who saw possibilities for great financial gain. 

They saw the strip as a vast new trade territory which would initially 

be dependent upon thee for goods and serveces of all types. In booming 

the territory for settlement they also hoped to interest new capital 

into the aree. "Oklahoma" had been settled after tee. years of booming, 

and now that public opinion was in fever of settleent of all the 

Indian lands, the boomers once agaie camped on the Kansas border, 

lookini; south, but this time with greater hope. 

When the Indian appronrietion bi 1 of '!arch 3, 3.893, was finally 

approved by Congress, it contained the legislation necessary to carry 

out the cession of the Cherokee Outlet from the Cherokee Nation to the 

federal eovernment. Patience, persuasion, and determination 

characterized the work of the Cherokee commiseion in conducting the 

governmental negotiations. 

During the boomer agitation, 1879 to 1889, the authorities had 

reluctantly allowed the Cherokees to make lea,,,es. 
42 

The Indian agents 

IMO 

41 
Jean C. Lough, "Gateways to the Promised Land," Kansas 

Histerjcal quarterly, XXV, p. 17. 
e2 

The making of the leases is discussed in chapter II. For a 
comelete discussion, nee E. E. Dale, "The Ranchman's Last Frontier," 
MissiL:sinpi Valley Historical Review, X, pp. 34-36. 
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of the different reservations in Indian Territory had received the 

passive sanction, at least, of the Interior Departmentin support of 

leasing large areas of land for grazing purposes. In 1889 the Cherokee 

Strip Livestock Association, to support their vital lease of the Outlet, 

encouraged the Indians to reject the offers of the government. 

The government, however, had committed itself to the idea of 

severalty holdings for the Indians and to the distributien of surplus 

lands to white settlement. To insere the success of the Cherokee 

commission, President Harrison, on February 17, 1890, issued a 

proclamation which warned cattlemen that they would no longer be 

permitted to occupy the Outlet and demanded that all cattle be removed 

by October 1, 1390.43 Roy 0ittinger has stated: "This proclamation 

not only put a stop to the intrigues of the cattlemeat, but it also 

made this western tract practically valueless to the Cherokees. They 

could not expand into the Outlet, as other reservatiolis separated it 

fro:: the dictrict in which, they lived." 
44 

Since the President's oaLer 

was to be enforced by the United States troops, the Chrokees realized 

that the government was ready to coerce tit*** 
45 

Accordingly, an agreement was concluded at Tahlequah, I.T., 

December 18, 1391, between the Cherokee coamiesion, on the part of the 

United States and Llias C. Boudinot and others on the orb of the 

Cherokee Nation. The federal government agreed to pay the Cherokees 

43 
James D. kLcbordson, 2essages anO Papers of the Presidents, IX, 

Gitt:e.aer, cm. cit., p. 165. 
45 

'Pe ekla!ohlz Ted Book, za. cit., p. 465. 

P.9744 



102 

u-95 736.12 for ewe., 9 

46 
coded 

22,7A acres, tie totai area of lnnu actually 

mews Mashed Lanose that settlement bad rUy bas* 

ixrcalzed with the 1:1-Z1:Ann for th.4 ceation o the Outlet* gild rejoicing 

took place* At r.r1:6nsae. City an edi tri1 irk tic 1.1 #iroublAsta 

Naids 

For years a little bend of faithful men 1$1 this city 
have worked in neaso and ent I sesea for the cons7imation 
of the end wilich we are clebrnting today* roney he been 
expended in large sumc in a legitimate way and the rewards 
o these ascrificito men have to often been curses aad 
minreprasertoton* 

Now ter wo tIne ef more substaotial reownvls* 

After Pr ident Rorrison's order for R11 tt ty:, be r novad 

fro the strip, thousands of head of cattle were drive to the otookm 

!lxda et Hunnewell for shipent to market by way of the ,antn Fe and 

Frinco oranah lines* 
48 

The population of the torn multinlied in the 

traditlon of emrlier corteln thippin contem and buzinens flourished* 

The Presidential proclamaton eettinr7 the tkie of t. opening' rem 

slow in coming* The government was etts-nting to find e more svAis- 

fctor- rethod of settlement than the "run" system uoed in the three 

!revituo openings* During tie poro-3 the Knn as border tor s buzi.ed 

themselves in advertising approaching run nne, the hertiltadera 

begart arriving by the thoueande. 

46 Stellart SZ 
001,000 te be paia 

48 w11 u 

PT). #73=74. 42:5005 paid in cash ond 
n fiv clul installments. 

7!rvelrik Arkansas CitY* Aortal 9, 1893* 
1). 



103 

The early arrival of great numbers of homesteaders was partly 

due to the Panic of 1P)93, when there occurred one of the worst 

financial panics in the nation's history. Banks closed and coney was 

extremely scarce. Nearly one-third of the farers in the western 

subregion of Kansas migrated because of continued drought, seall crop, 

low prices, and mortgage forecloeures.k9 A resident of Coldwater, 

Yeanzas wrote in 1890, "fully one-half of the population of about all 

of the southwestern Kansas aounties have left this country during the 

past twelve months, and one-half of the remainder will leave as soon as 

the Cherokee Strip or Outlet is opened...." 
50 

There was little employ- 

ment to be fund by the boomers and they generally had to rely on 

huntine and fishing to sustain them while they waited. According to 

the Bureau of Labor and Industry, the uneeployed actually reported in 

Kansas numbered 74 545 in 1593. Of this total, the south central 

Kansas area accounted for 15,415. Sedgwiek county led with 1,695 

unemployed; most of this number was reported from Wichita. 
51 

Once again, Arkansas City and Caldwell became the centers for the 

waiting boomers, with Cale, Hunnerell, South Haven, Kiowa, Anthony and 

Ashland also close to the border and hoping to get some of the boomer 

trade. However, with the attraction of the railroad Arkansas City and 

Cnldwel grew considerebly. 

k9. 
eheridan, Economic Development in South Central Kansas, 

p. 241 
Bredstreets'--- A Journal of Trade, Finance and Public Economy, 

May 1 
el 

890, D. 282. 
Kansas Bureau of Labor and Industry, Ninth Annual Report, 1893, 

538, pp. 66647. 
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President Cleveland issued his proclamation on August 19, 1893, 

declaring the land would be opened to cettlement at noon on ,tepteeber 

1k, 1893.52 In particular the settlere were given the protection el: 

local government; but this was not new, as it had been done at the 

second and third opening:-, and once again the "run" system was to be 

used. At a eiven signal all participants would rush forward, and the 

first person to arrive at a location could drive his stake and lay Claim 

to that homeetead. 

Preparations were also made to keep ineligible persons from taking 

pert in the rush. On September 11, nice registration booths were 

established, five on the northern and four on the southern border, 

where people were to regietcr and receive certificates declaring they 

were qualified to occupy land under the Lomesteed law. These certifi- 

cates were to be shown before legal entry could be eeede to the strip on 

openinee day, and before filing claiele. 

The booths were manned by throe clerks from the General Land 

Office, but the rush of apelice ts was so e ::traordinary more help had 

to be secured to take care of the great throngs of people desiring to 

register. 

According to Steven Clark Singleton 53 the registration booths 

Arkansas City was located in three different tents, five milee south 

and one-half mile west of this community. He related that he had 

52 Richardson, op. cit., IX, p. 406. 
53 Interview with Steven Clark Singleton, Decenber 30, 1960, at 

Yates Center, Kansas, who with a brother drove in a buggy free the south- 
eastern part of -eoodson county to Arkansas City, August, 1893, to reeieter 
for a land Clair and take part in the opening of the Cherokee Strie. A 
number of incidente ware related to the author by Singleton, who will be 
95, February, 1961. 
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planned to walk out before daybreak, September 11, to resister early 

nd beat the crowd. When he arrived the line w s already a mile and 

one-, elf long, numberin, close to 7,0',0 peoele. Most people hed been 

in line for days, sleeping on the ground. Three days in the waitin 

line was normal. The heat w, s intense, and numerous cases of heat 

prostration and sunstroke, with some deaths were reeorte6. 

Meanwhile, the crowd c) the border ereer, eed it grow distinctly 

surly. They were now getting men in decided co trest to t'-e prairie- 

schooner crowd. Vlarnings were issued to v tch out for pickpockets and 

thugs of all kinds. Every kind of riff ruff, gambler, outlaw, 

extortionist that could be found in the west had drifted in; all looking 

for a way to gain an easy dollar. 
54 

The "strip" had for years been used by outlaws as a refuge, and 

on the dey before the run a scout eppered in Arkansas City, arriving 

from the Osage country, and notified all the banks that the remanents 

of the Dalton-Starr gang were camped about thirty miles south. It was 

believed they were elenning to rob the banks after the people had left 

for the opening. No raid took piece." 

aogus certificates were issued, end violence and death was not 

unusual. Men were killed for their money, and for their certificates. 

More often, they fought and killed over gambling, women, and even 

attempts to crash the waiting line at the registration booths. 56 But 

54 
Ibid., December 30, 1960. 

55 - 
J. B. Milani, "Opening of Cherokee Outlet," Chronicles of 

Oklahpga, IX, p. 271; Lough, oe. cit., p. 24. 
Interview, ()es cit., December 30, 1960; Loueh, Ibid., p. 29. 
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by far the vast najority of the homeseekers were honest, hard-working 

people, who behaved in an orderly manner, until the run started. 

Nany of the people who traveled to the Kansas border before the 

opening hay became disgusted with the crowds, the re.-istration 

procedure, the dust and hot winds, and returned to their former hones. 

Their places were ouickly filled by new arrivals. Fortunately, 

although the settlers had come from almost every part of the United 

States and froh abroad, the great majority of them were from the Middle 

hest, particularly Kansas, where climatic and drought conditions were 

not too different from those of the Outlet. These people were better 

able to endure the hardships prior to the openinh. 

Finally the eventful morning broke. A day exectly like all the 

rest that summer---hot, dry, and dusty. 57 Even before haylihht peonle 

began crowding on the starting line. At a huarter to twelve, a few 

miles east of Arkansas City, a man's revolver accidentally hiecharged. 

A middle-aged man on horseback, mistaking it for the starting gun, 

dashed at a gallop across the line. Efforts of the yelling crowd to 

get him back vas fruitless; the man imagined the pack at his heels. A 

soldier casually raised a czrbine and did what he h d a right to dot he 

shot the aan through the head. Many wondered why he did not think to 

shoot the horse. 58 

The waiting line was a breath-taking-sight. First in the line was 

a solid bank of horses --- with riders, or hitched to e'ha, buckoo, rds, 

crts, wagons --- as far as the eye could see and even farther. The 

57 Seth K. Ruahhrey, "Rhshing the Cherokee Strip," Atlantic 
Month, CLXVII, p. 5h8. 

d Ibid., p. 571. 
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number taking part was estimated at well over 100,000. More recent 

findings would place this figure even higher. The homeseekers at 

Arkansas City elone heve been estimated at 70,000. 59 

B. C. Singleton related thet a minute before twelve, noon, on 

the line just south end east of Arkansas City, a weite eorse bolted 

from the line, and the excited, anxious settlers, fearing they would be 

left behind, broke fro. the line with a huge crackling roar, and the 

greatestt most unforgettable race in history was underway. The 

settlers at this point never heard the official starting signal. 
60 

The horseeen and bicyclists were easily in the lead, followed by the 

heavier carriaees an e: eons. In the rear could be seen those makin 

the race on foot. Their only hope was to find e claim the onrushing 

crowd had overlooked. 
61 

Clouds of dust obscured the vision of those not in the lead, 

c Leine many accideets. One heavy-wegon, loaded with six men, was 

accideetally driven over an eighteen foot embankment. 
62 

People falling 

from stumbling horses were in great danger of being trampled in the 

rest. Broken arms, legs, and necks were not uncommon, end some were 

even burned to death. As the horsemen established a good Lad over the 

rest of the crowd, some would oienount and set fire to the dry prairie, 

so those in behind them could not advance.° 

59 
60 

Lough, op. cit., p. 29. 
- 

61 
Interview, o. cit., December 30, 1960. 
There are excellent pictorial stories of the Oklahoma "Boomers," 

and The Last Frontier, see Robert E. Cunningham, ed., Indian Territory: 
A Frontier Photoerephic.Record 132W. S. Prettyman, University of 
Oklahua Press, 1957. 

Lough, 22... cit., p. 26. 
Ibid., p. 27. 
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The prairie vas littered with dead horses, broken rigs and wagons. 

Nearly every kind of conveyance known to man had been used in this 

race. The fine race horses imported fer the occasion could not stand 

the distance or the terrain. One oan rode an excited thoroughbred race 

horse uncontrollably for twenty-four 7dies before dropeed dead. 
64 

The actions of the trains caused much amuses ent. As the signal 

was ;given the engine labored hard and tooted incessantly, but could not 

.;et underway Ath the nuickness of the horses. 6, The trains were 

loaded to the roofs. The first Rock Island with thirty-five Montgoery 

Palace Cattle Cars, out of Caldwell, was jammed with nearly 5,300 

66 
people. The Santa Fe yards at Arkansas City was in a state of 

confusion. "At least;15000 people, includin most of the population 

of Arkansas City' were there to board the trains." 
67 

Sole going in just 

to see the show.. 

To equalize the race the trains were forbidden to trvel faster 

thaL fifteen .qiles per hour, "but with everybody on the train openly mad 

with excitectt and a ca h innucerrent, the engineer could make the old 

-j.r1 cough a little ater than the r'Jles allowed. Therefore, some 

trains carried into the Strip what mi-ht be termed a load of legally 

qualified soonere.0 
68 

1.10111100, 

64 
Ibid., p. 27. 

65 
66 

Humphries, .92. cit., pp. 572-73. 
L. R. Elliott, "The Greatest Race of the Century," The Kansas 

HistoEcal .ilarterlE, XXIII, p. 207. 
Fr 
68 

Ibid., p. 207. 
Higaries, a.. cit., pp. 572-73. 
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Besides the '';iiiculties of the run itself, the settlers had to 

deal with the ever 'resent sooners, who hed -sna=red to Aie in before 

the appointed starting hour, and the cleie jump r . S. C. Singleton 

,nd his brother came upon a man knee deep in a streel about fourteen 

miles south of Arkansas City. The man was busily engaged in splattering 

his non-winded horse with mud and water, and deduced this was evideetly 

a sooner. 
69 

The patrolline soldiere were uneble to euerd every inch of 

the border, and especially the eastern border, which was Indian 

Territory. Some sooners were caught and escorted out of the territory 

or held in custody until aftee the run, and a few were killed by the 

soldiers. However, some of soldiers could be bribed. The 'eekly, 

Republican Traveler, October 26, 1693, carried the story of one man who 

paid a soldier S25.00 to hide him in a hole on a claim the Friday night 

before the opening: At twelve noon, Saturday, the man emerged and 

found four of er men had elreadv staked oa the clAe. 
70 

The race for townsites was made primarily by those on the trains, 

some being investors in town lot companies, :UCL as the P,nce Town 

Company and the Cherokee Town Site Trust Company. The trains had to 

stop at every station, and slow down or stop every five miles. As a 

result, the ,nell os horseback arrived at the prospective towasites 

before the trains. At Orlando, Oklahoma Territory, nearly 25,000 

people were gathered for the rece to the town site of Perry, a short 

distance of tea wiles. It took the trains forty-five minutes to get to 

69 

70 
Interview, 2.2.. cit., December 50, 1960. 
;eekly Republic Traveler, OD. cit., October 26, 
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Perry. By the time the first train arrived approximately 1,0)0 horsemen 

were there and had staked their claim. By two in the afternoon there 

were 20,000 people in Perry. 
71 

Sam P. Ridings, 11() took a claim near Pond Creek and 1 .ter wrote a 

book, The Chisholm Trail, relates that he saw a haeeard traveler who 

had come by train and was walking back to Kansas. neked by Ridings why 

he did not ride back by train, he answered, "I will not ride e trais . 

where a horse can outrun it by thirty minutes in thirty miles." 72 eore 

than 60,000 people lost this race, and the trains heading north out of 

the strip were overloaded. S. C. Singleton related that before he 

reached Chikaskia River, near Blackwell, he met hundreds of wagons 

returniae to Karlos. He also had lost the race. 73 

After the Cherokee Outlet opening, the federal government gave up 

the races for land. Instead, it set up a lottery in which the land 

seeker drew a number and, ih lucky, got a claim. Seventy years later 

men and women who participated in the Oklahoma races still tell of the 

old days and regret that those times hove faded away. 

To the people of Kansas s new frontier was open; the obstacle to 

trade, coemerce and development had been removed; the progress of 

business organisation towards Texas and Mexico could eow be accomplished. 

What the opening meant to the people of Kansas is summed up by the 

71 
Lough, cm. cit., p. 28. 

72 
Isely, 22. cit., p. 41. 

73 
Interview, on. cit., December _50, 1960. 
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people of Wichita and south central Kansas in general by the following 

testimonial: 

One day Senator Plumb wrote a letter to icaita that the 
Oklahoma opening band wagon was enroute, and that notwith.. 
standing the personal feelings of Wichita and the Southwest, as 
to the effect on Kansas by taxis Indian Territory being thrown 
open to settlement, the only thing to do was to get into the 
band wagon and all take a ride. We "got" immediately. We had 
a meeting at once. We had Crocker and others here at once, 
and called a meeting at the Crawford Grand that was a "James 
Dandie." 

Weaver, once a candidatetfor president, was here. Charles 
Mansur, congressmaa from Missluri, was here. Old (Illinois) 
Bill Springer, afterward judg4 in the territory, was here. We 
played our hand for every cent that was in it. ae were the home 
of David L. Payne, the original "Oklahoma Boomer," beginning in 
1874* Bill Couch was one of our "things*" Bill was the "Elisha" 
who caught Dave Payne's falling mantle ere it struck the dust 
in Sumner county. Wichita, by right of ownership, was the 
place to have the monster Oklahoma meeting. This meeting was a 

grand-stand play, and played to standing rocavonly. Congress 
was absolutely paralyzed by our demonstration, and passed the 
bill as soon as it could after our meeting. 

This proved to us that Oklahoma as a buyer of goods, wares 
and merchandise, was to be our commercial solution. It has so 
proved. It is the customer that will never fail us. ae will 
be its Kansas City. It will be to us in trade, "Kemsas 
expansion." 

When Oklahoma has two million people Wichita will be 
forced to add millions of capital to do business. The peopling 
of Oklahoma is Axhita's rreatest source of prosperity. 

Long live Oklahoma: 7* 

74 
Koss Harris, "The Oklahota Boos," History of Wichita and Sedgwick 

County, 1, pp. 225-226. The underlining in the above excerpt lend this 
authors own doing. 
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CHAPTER TI 

HOW KANSAS MOTHERED OKLAHOMA 

The "Oklahoma" run of April 22, 1889, has become "ancient" history 

and few Oklahoma citizens know to whom they are indebted for providing 

the impetus for their wonderful state. This distinction goes to not 

only the untiring efforts of David L. Payne, now recognized as "The 

Father of Oklahoma," and the members of his Oklahoma Colony, that for a 

decade persisted with determination to secure the opening of the 

unassigned Indian lands at the earliest possible date, but also to 

those enterprising citizens of Kansas and elsewhere who saw in the new 

country a vast store of wealth. 

For more than a decade, 1879 to 1893, southern Kansas was the 

focal point for all those interested in obtaining free lands to the 

south; From all over the United States newspaper co lent helped to 

direct the attention of first the public and then that of Congress to 

the demand for settling Indian Territory. The publicity created by 

the Boomers at times drew thousands of people into the area bordering 

Indian country and not a few of them came with the expectation of 

immediately obtaining a homestead in the new district. Finding this 

not true, but thinking the ultimate opening was imminent, many took up 

temporary residence to await that day. 

A residence that was intended to be temporary absorbed the 

interests of many of the "Oklahoma boomers," and while waiting many 

became enthusiastic Kansans. This was at the height of the "Kansas 

Boom," a wave of prosperity, immigration, and real estate development 

of the eighties. 
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The economic history of south central Kansas shows alternating 

eeriods of drought and flood; bumper crops and crop failure; high and 

low prices; immigration and emigration; boom towns end ghost towns; 

prosperity and depression. The unprecedented boom in the mid-eighties 

gave vet to all these. 

The introduction of the steel prairie breaker in the seventies, 

folloeed by the uulky and gang plows of the eighties and nineties, 

greatly exeedited the task of breaking the prairie sod and bringing 

the lend under cultivation. Invention of barbed wire and other tilleee 

impleeente, such as the adjustable straieet-tooth harrow, the disc 

harrow, the field beltivator, and the lister encoureeed extensive 

farming methods adapted to condition on the plains, greatly reduced 

labor reouireeents and lowered costs. At the sane tine, there were 

introdeced new or imeroved varieties of croes adapted to the Kenses 

clim tic conditions, beginning with the hard. winter wheat imported by 

the Meneonites, and eventually Including droueht-resistiee sorghums and 

alfalfa. Ieprovements in hervestine eachinery, especially those 

represented by the self-reeper; the twine binder, and tee steam-driven 

threshing machine, did much to further t development of grain 

production by exteesive eeteods. 

The greatly increased yields resultine free these new agricultural 

technieuee, aided by years of plentiful moisture and coy high 

prices for both wheat and corn durinu the early eighties, proeuced a 

wave of prosperity thet soon reached the proeortions of a boom. 

Settlers poured into central Kansas, where fertile lands could be 

erchesed at low prices. any ferms were reportedly. paid for by the 
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profits from a single crop. 
1 

The inevitable consequence sent land 

values soaring and stimulated the inrush of newer settlers. 

Many of the immigrants of the "boom years" were speculators rather 

than dirt farmers. Although the fertility of the new farm lands and 

the efficiency of the im?roved methods of extensive farming provided a 

sound basis for a moderately growing population and a reasonable 

increase in land values, "there was no justification for the bonanza 

scale of growth nor for the exorbitant prices paid for land during the 

climax of the boom." 
2 

One. farm near Abilene that was bought for $6.25 

per acre in 1867 sold at 5270 in the peak year, 1887. Town lots 

increased ten-fold in value lA a few months. The population of most 

counties in the central and western parts of the state doubled in the 

five years preceding the boom's collapse. Railroads were rapidly 

extended not on the basic of legitimate need but as a means of further 

increasing land values. The decade of Oklahoma "agitation" saw the 

completion of more than half the Kansas rail mileage. Townships, cities 

and counties bonded themselves heavily for the purpose of railroad 

construction. Money was easy to obtain for purposes of speculative 

expansion and the mortgage indebtedness borne by real property reached 

unprecedented heights. 3 

The inflated boom-time economic values collapsed in 1888. Falling 

market prices for farm crops, high cost of the heavy debt burden, and 

1 
Raymond C. Miller, "Background of Populism in Kansas," 

Missifsippi Valley, Historical Review, March, 1925, XI, p. 482. 
WA., pp. 4g1 482. 

3 Glenn H. Miller, Jr., "Financing the Boom in Kansas," Unpublished 
M. A. thesis, Kansas University, 1954, p. 31. 
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rainfall, especially in the western counties, was insufficient to 

produce satisfactory yields, contributing to the inevitable crash. 

The depression inevitably spread $rom the farms to the towns. In a 

predominately agricultural region the townsman's livelihood depended 

in a very material sense upon the economic well being of his country 

neighbor. Valiant attempts were made to prolong the town boom after 

the rural base gave way, but they proved to be futile gestures. Many 

townsmen were forced to quit the dream of having a second Chicago and 

seek other ventures. Those remaining faced a lon!f; period of high taxes, 

foreclosure, bankruptcy, bank failure, unemployment, and bread lines, 

not to mention the constait reminder of unfulfilled hopes in the form 

of empty store buildings and houses, abandoned real estate additions, 

and grass grown streets. 

But while the more spectacular collapse occurred in the towns and 

cities, the most severe hardships fell upon the more numerous farmers 

who had bought land at boom prices. In some counties in the central 

region, three-fourths of all farms were mortgaged, the debt not 

infreqUently exceeding the value of the farm when the deflation came. 

Three out of every five acres listed for taxation in the state were 

encumbered in 1890. 
4 

To make matters worse, several bad crop seasons 

followed and grain prices continued at low levels. "The rural suffering 

during these years has probably never been equalled in the history of 

the state." 5 

4 
Raymond C. Miller, 2E. cit., pp. 473-83. 

5 Richard Sheridan, Economic Development in South Central Kansas, 
p. 215. 
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Frantic businessmen and Boards of Trade were commissioned to 

search for prospective markets and covetous eyes were drawn to the 

vacant Oklahoma lands. Is it no wonder then that Kansas towns began 

acting? Promotion went into high gear. Businessmen's clubs and 

committees raised funds for advertising, and solicited names of people 

to whom they could send literature. Oklahoma Boomer literature was 

printed and widely distributed. 

Mass meetings were held all over southern Kansas, meworials and 

resolutions were drawn up, to be sent to Congress, all demanding that 

"Oklahoma" be opened. Taking matters in hand the Kansas City Board 

Trade and Commercial Club called a conference of prominent citizens, 

Presidents of Boards of Trade and mayors of cities and towns from 

Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Colorado, and the Territories of New 

Mexico and Indian Territory, to consider what action should be taken to 

impress upon Congress and the President the importance of immediate 

action for the organization of the whole or a part of the Indian 

Territory as a Territory of the United States. 

The Kansas response to the conference was overwhelming. 

Delegations from the following Kansas towns signed the registryl 

Abilene, Arkansas City, Anthony, Baxter Springs, Beloit, Bigelow, 

Burlington, Caldwell, Chetopa, Columbus, Concordia, Council Grove, 

Dodge City, Fort Scott, Garden City, Geuda Springs, Great Bend, Hiawatha, 

Hutchinson, Iola, Junction City, Kansas City, Kiowa, Lake Kearney, 

Lakins, Lawrence, Leavenworth, Lucas, Marion, McLouth, Merriam, 

Minneapolis, Nickerson, Olathe, Paola, Parsons, South Haven, Topeka, 

Winfield, Wichita, Wyandotte and Wellington. One group headed by 
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W. L. Couch and Sam Crocker represented a group of fifty southern 

Kansas towns. "Not more than a quarter of those in attendance upon 

the conference registered their names, and many delegates, duly 

accredited from the places which they represented also failed to comply 

with this formality." It is estimated that representatives from nearly 

one-hundred Kansas towns were present. 
6 

The delegates came away from the convention well-impressed by the 

need for harthonious development of the Southwest. They believed the 

commerce and industries of the nation required the organization of 

"Oklahoma" Territory. The consuming capacity of any new country would 

be enormous. The demands placed upon manufactures and trade would be 

felt in all parts of the country particularly on adjacent areas. 

Testimony to the fact that Kansans believed in the future of 

Oklahoma can be found in the Kansas "Corporation Charter Books." A 

brief review revealed that from many towns businessmen formed over 

fifty corporations, representing a total capitalization of over 

$10,000,000, to do business in or with Oklahoma and Indian Territory 

when settlement would be permitted. 7 

With the news of the Presidential proclamation setting the date 

for the April 22 opening, "wild rejoicing" took place. In anticipation 

of the opening date the railroads were taxed to complete all the 

shipping orders of thousands of pounds of freight scheduled to be 

6 
Proceedings of the Convention to Consider The Onenin- of the 

Indian Territory, Held At Kansas E L L / 9 Mo., February ...., 1 $ pp. 5-11, 
in archives of the Kansas State Historical Library. 

"Corporation Charter Books," Secretary of State of Kansas, in 
archives of Kansas State Historical Library. See appendix E. 
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shipped south into Oklahoma. Then, the week following the 1889 opening 

saw the justification Kansans saw in their new market as a steady 

stream of Kansas goods flowed into the new Territory. However, the 

real benefit came in the openinc of the Cherokee Outlet in 1893. 

The southern border towns of Kansas were anxious to see the Outlet 

settled. They saw the strip as a vast new trade territory which would 

necessarily be dependent upon them for goods and services of all types, 

Arkansas City had a population in 1893 of 9,264, an increase of almost 

1,000 since 1892. Caldwell had 2,138 residents in 1893, an increase of 

around 140 persons. Doubtless these increases were attributable to the 

arrival of the earliest boomers, who found jobs and settled in the 

community, and the arrival of new businesses, preparing to take 

advantage of the great crowds expected and the anticipated business. 

As the opening date of September 16 drew near, stores along the border 

were frequently sold out and reordered stock almost daily. 
8 

While the excitement was going on in the Cherokee strip, the 

surrounding towns prepared for the new business. Within four hours of 

the start of the race, orders began to roll into Arkansas City for 

lumber and supplies. The eagerly awaited market had been opened. 

Trains running south into the strip were overloaded with passenger 

trade; as it slackened the freight trade increased. For over their 

8 
WeeklY, Republican Traveler, Arkansas City, May 11, 1893, Arkansas 

City paraded its economic possibilities in the press -- -water supply from 
two rivers, three railroads, three newspapers, three mills, four banks, 
stockyards, streetcar lines, electric lights, and telephone exchange. 
The industries included a reclining chair factory, a canning factory, 
and makers of bricks, carriages, mattresses, and wind machines, as well 
as a wholesale grocery. 
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lines rolled the goods to build and stock not only stores but cities. 

Economically they were doing well. Arkansas City estimated an additional 

14250,000 had been left there by settlers mine the run. 9 However, 

there was a marked decrease in Kanses' population. 

The population of Arkansas City fell from 9,264 in 1893 to 7,120 

in 1394. Caldwell went from 2,138 to 1,386 and Kiowa fell from 1,358 

to 504 in a year. There were simil:r losses all along the border as 

the census figures reveal, and significant losses were in the western 

countie. 

Those losses, of course, cannot be attributed entirely to the 

opening of the Cherokee Outlet because eany families had already 

despaired of the current depression and went back east "to the wife's 

folks," or elsewhere in the state to find work. However Jean Lough 

estimates the opening of the Outlet cost Kansas "50,000 populist votes." 
10 

While a great many Kansans felt that the "Oklahoma' opening would 

result in the solving of their economic ills, thousands of others 

sought reforms through political action. The embattled farmer sought 

relief through a number of movements the strongest of which was the 

Farmers' Alliance. The movement flourished for several years demanding 

such reforms as government ownership and control of railroads and 

telegraphs, the Subtreasury Plan, and direct election of United States 

Senators. 
11 

The Alliance joined forces with the Union Laboreand 

9 Jean C. Laugh, "Gateways to the Promised Land," Kansas Alatorical 
liartgly, XXV, p. 30. 

11 Ibid., p. 31. 
- 

W. F. Rightmirei "The Alliance Movement in Kansas---Origin of the 
People's Partys" Kansas State Historical Society, Transactions, 1905- 
1906, IX, pp. 2-3. 
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Democratic Party in September, 1809, to form the People' or Populist 

Party. Once started, the movement continued to grow until a national 

People's party was organized. Meeting with initial succoases in 1890 

and 1892, the party began to crumble after the 1892 elections. In 

spite of their meager accomplishments, the Populists did make a 

notable contribution to the tradition of American liberalism by 

alerting the mass of middle class Americans to the danger of monopoly 

capitalism. In Kansas the party was torn by the legislative war . 

dissection in ranks, and the rush to the "Promised Lands" in September, 

1893. 

The opening of "Oklahoma" and the adjacent Indian Territory to 

settleuent was en event for which Kansas towns, primarily those along 

the border, had Italig worked, propagandized, and invested. In return 

they expected substantial economic prosperity nd growth. These goals 

were only partially attainsd, for population losses appeared 

immediately. 

To come Kansas communities the opening spelled either success or 

failure. While some areas gained in population, a great many others 

lost. By 1910 Wichita boasted a population of 60,000 an increase of 

40,000 people. Assessed valuation was 04,4/0,451, and growing. The 

wholesale and jobbing business amounted to $40,000,000 annually. The 

list of manufacturers was extensive and, most important, was built on a 

2.2 
more sound economic basis. The population of Oklahoma by 1910 was 

12 
Eugene Fah', History of V:ichite and Sedgwick County, Kansas, 

O. Ha Bentley, ed., I, pp. 1672. --- 
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nearly 600,000 and Wichita was the nearest commercial supplier. Those 

towns which were basically sound and wILose industries could adapt to 

the resources and needs of the ar)a managed to survive the lean years. 

Others, which hed several ardinn years because of the strip boom, 

but which had no firm economic basis, never recovered. The Hunnewell 

of "boom" times eoon disappeared. Caldwell reverted to an uzr::.culturally 

dependent towe with a small business section. Arkansas City drew 

with modern industrial potentials. The townsitaorCele was marked in 

later years by a lone and very rusty grain elevator. 

There is no doubt that even without the efforts of 'avid Payne and 

the Oklahoma Boomers Oklahwla eventually would have been settled* But 

one contemporary authority estimates that their efforts, combined with 

the desire of Kansas to overcome one of the worst calanities in their 

history, ccused its settlerient to be advanced ten to twenty years. 
/3 

In spite of reverses and hardships, the booners did not lose their 

faith in the potentialities of Oklahoma. Twentiothecentery descendents 

of these pioneers are sure that this faith was not misguided. 

\J\ 

13 
Marjorie A. Coyne, "David L. Payne, The Father of Oklahoma," 

Unpublished M. A. thesis, Wichita University, 1930, p. 184. 
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APPENDIX A 

THE INDIAN QUESTION 
(To the Editor) 

The Logic of Events 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 13.---The editorial in the Times of the 11th inst., 

upon the subject of "The Indian Territory," is so full of good, sound 

sense that I cannot resist the inclinetion to thank you for it. There 

ie not an intelligent Indian in the Indian Territory unconnected with 

the Indians for the past ten years, but will heartily indorse your 

conclusions. "The time has come when this territory should be opened to 

civilizatien." 

This is the inexorable logic of events. All the sentimentalism 

of nnakers and Utopians, all the selfish greed of the Indian demagogues 

who swarm here every session of congress in the capacity of Indian 

delegations, and the concentrated power of the corrupt Indian ring, 

cannot prevent it. 

There are two parties in the Indian Territory, appropriately 

styled the "pull-backs" and the "proeressives." 

The first named are led by such men as h. P. Ross, Adair and 

Overton. Ross boasts of one-sixteenth of Indien blood; Adeir has a 

little more, while Overton hasn't so much as that. These weite Indians 

have the ear of the fullblood class, and have made them believe that 

any proposition to allot their lands, give them a homestead and make 

them citizens of the United States, is a scheme to rob them of their 

lands and drive them froe the country; they point to the bitter 

experience of the past, when forty years ago they were forced to abandon 
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their homes in Georgia, iabwt and Mis ippi, and tell their i'-:norent 

followers tItat such rv7a1'. will be their fate if they consent to a 

division of their 1.nde eevri-1-.., and accept the reaponsibilities of 

citizenship. This Indian ring7, i the territor-i are mking a good ti; 
out of t.e credulity of the full-1410o1 iniiens. 

Take the Cherokees, for illustration. Lley nu:Iber cwout 17,0 '; 

soulai .5,00 of then, ore negroes, for.!er_v sl:-ves of the CherOkAles; 

1,500 are ,"c''sopte,_7 '''elkarros u;Id 1.7,htawne le an. about 000 are wites w,o 

are Llember of the tribe by marriage., One-half of the remainder are 

eixed b1000 like o,a, c.Iair and myself (I am m ore of an InAan than 

they, oein one-hnIf) who talk the .T.xel.ch 1c'n;74.ege. All of these 

,Affc.rent classes go to make up the "Cherokee Nation." Nine-tenths of 

the property in this nation i owned by the wites, nerocs and mixed.. 

bloods; yet singultr es it m:y Expnec,r, the poor squalid minority 

known es the full-blooda are th dominatine< :olitical power in thin 

naton to.day. This is eLzy of explanation. The tst, 1-blod Indian 

who does not speak English accepts the stet4viente of to and Us 

fellow demagogues as true. They tell him that I :Arid tLoae who ;Avoc te 

an alotneltt len;J:c an.. the rie;:ty of rlerican citienship are 

traitors, ,ond that utir object ia to drive them fro n their homes; t?ay 

ere unaUle to reason upon the subject, but their worst passions and 

rejtWices are aroused, which find expreaion in assaSsinatio cud 

de:truction of property. Ross, Adair, Overt Overtn & Cse are sent to 

iiashinFtoA with lerge salaries where te7r aie thel.r yearly hypocritical 

appeels to conKress for the rights of the poor Indian. t, P. Ross, at 

present ol:e of five dele7ates that the Cherokees are supporting in this 
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city tie winter, told the comnittee on Indian eliairs that the dele- 

setiens from the Creases ceet them S20,APO a jeers It was proven 

that they cost Veen even mere. For the first session of the forty- 

fourth congress they ex ended le0,C(0; for the second session ::;20,000 

erli for the called session of the forty-fifth coegrese '7,14,&4. In ;east 

two years g6,464. Of course these delegates weo are es]eiee such 

good th or it, "don't want any chanee." Tele "pullebeck" party is 

tryine to LEGISLAU PROGReSz: AND CIVILIeATIO CU O TH7e TIMITORY. 

The following is an experiment in that direction. It is the lest 

section of an set of the Cherokee legialeteee eeseed this slaters 

Be it further, feneAtteial That fro and after the pasasge of this 

act, it shall not be lawful of any citizen of the Cherokee nation to 

employ any citizen of the United 'eitele not a citizen of the Cherokee 

nation (schooleiteecherc, minis tern c the oeeel sn missionaries 

ielloelee their erofessions excepted) in any capacity, except mechtvics 

working as sech, unlese suoh citizens desireLee to employ a citizen of 

the United tstee other th; as herein provided sall pay to the clerk 

of the cui:trict in wiAch such citieen mu live ';75 per neeth in advence 

for every citizen of the United States, and not a citizen of the 

Cherokee netion, so to he hired; and the clerks of the several districts 

of the nation are hereby directed to !eeep a record of all persons 60 

hiring citizens of the Ueited States, ee ebove provided, end reeort the 

same monthly to the solicitors of tee dig in end for ehieh they 

are elorkst Prowidedji That ell moneys so received by the clerks shall 

be transmitted monthly to the treasurer of the nation. eny citizen 

of the Chero ee netioe violating the provisions of this act shall, upon 
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conviction of the same before the district court for the district in 

wAch the offense may be alleged to have been committed, be deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor and be fined $100, and upon failure to pay 

said fine be imprisioned in the national prison for a period of not 

less than twelve months, at the discretion of the court trying the 

same; and it is hereby made the duty of the solicitors of the several 

districts to prosecute all violations of this act, and all laws and 

parts of laws conflicting with this act (are) hereby repeated. 

CHARLES THOMPSON, 
Principal Chief. 

Tahelquaht C. N., Dec. 12, 1878. 

The object of this law is to drive out of the nation all the 

better acme of white laborers, in order that the ring may not be 

trammeled or embarrassed by their presence and criticism. The 

Cherokees have, in round figures, S3.000,000, which is held in trust 

by the United States; the interest of this, oitounting to about 01759000. 

is paid to the Cherokee treasurer every year; 35 per cent of this is 

devoted under treaty stipulations to educational purposes, the rest is 

at the disposal of the Cherokee council. What margin is left after 

paying the expenses of the little government finds a home in the 

pockets of the Cherokee delegation. This delegation has already 

saddled a debt of more than $200,000 on their nation; but they are 

having a good time and earnestly protest against "any change." 

You were a little mistaken about the surveyed lands of the Indian 

Territory. If you will look at any of the late maps you will see that 

with the exception of the reduced reservations of the Cherokee, Creek, 
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Seminole and Choctaw nations, all of the territory has been SURVEYED 

AND SAECTIONIZED. 

The total area of the territory is 41,098,398 acres, of which 

only 15, 149,706 is unsectionised About 15,000,000 acres of the 

41,000,000 belong absolutely to the United States, having been bought 

and paid for under the treaties of 1866 with the Choctaws, Chickasaws, 

Creeks and Seminoles; all of this has been surveyed. Some two million 

of this has been surveyed. Some two million of this has been set aside 

as a reservation for the Wachitas, Pottowatomies, and Sacs and Foxes; 

there are twelve million acres of excellent soil in the territory, 

which is to-day "public land;" the Indian title has been extinguished. 

Congress has this session passed a law forbidding the removal of any 

more Indians from Arizona or New Mexico to this territory, while the 

interior department has abandoned the idiotic -policy of removing 

Indians from the northern territories into the Indian Territory. Now, 

what are you going to do with these twelve million acres of rich lend-- 

as lErge in area as the states of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and 

capable of sustaining as many people? This conundrum will be answered 

by the aggressive white population of this country within the next 

three years whether congress intends to open Indian Territory. 

Elias C. Boudinot. 
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APPENDIX B 

No. 4 North Howard St., 
Baltimore, March 25, 1879. 

Deer Sir: In the "Chicago Times" of February 17th I noticed a 

communication of yours, in which you state there are several million 

acres of land in the Indian Territory which have been eurchased by the 

General Government froe the Indian tribes therein, and that they are 

now a 13rt of the public lands of the United States. 

This article hus been extensively copied and commented upon by 

the press east and west, causing great and growing interest on the part 

of thousands for further and fuller information, to meet which will you 

please given answer to the followine questions: 

1. As to exact amount purchaned. 

2. From what tribes boueht. 

3. Its situation in the Territory. 

4. As to the Government's title, if free from restriction; if 

not, its nature; or ms the land so bought purchased with the intention 

of its use in settling other tribes, to be brought into the Territory, 

upon it. 

5. etate the nearest point, reached by rail, to such lands; or 

if they are on, or near, the surveyed line o2 the Atlantic and Pacific 

road; or how far from its present terminus. 

6. ',There can accurate maps of the Territory, showing location 

and boundaries of said purchased lands, be obtained? 

An early answer, covering above Questions, and such other infor- 

mation es in your judgement would be of help and interest, in requested. 

To Col. E. C. Boudinot. Augustus Albert. 

Source; Senate Document, 46 Cong. 1 seas., I, 20, pp. 7-10. 
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APPENDIX 0 

Boudinot on the Status of Oklahoma 

Your Letter of the 25th instant, making inquiries concerning the 

lan6s belonging to the U. S., situated in the Indian Territory, is 

received. 

1. In reply, I will say that the U. S. by treaties made in 1866, 

purchased from Indian tribes in the Indian Territory about 14,000,000 

acres of land. 

2. These lands were bought from the Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws 

and Chickasaws. The Cherokees sold no lands by their treaty of 1866. 

The Creeks by their treaty of 1866 sold to the U. S. 3,250,560 acres 

for the sum of $975,168. The Seminoles, by their treaty of 1866, sold 

to the U. S. 2,169,080 acres for the sum of-$325,362. The Choctaws and 

Chickasaws by their treaty of 1866, sold to the U. S. the "leased lands" 

lying west of 960 of west longitude for the sum of $300,000. The 

number of acres in this tract is not specified in the treaty but it 

contains about 7,000,000 acres. (4th vol. Statute at Large, 756,769, 

786). 

Of thus ceded lands the U. S. has since appropriated for the use 

of the Sacs and Foxes 479,667 acres and for the Pottawatomies, 575,877 

acres, making a total of 1,055,544 acres. These Indians occupy the 

lands by virtue of treaties and acts of Congress. By an unratified 

agreement the Wichita Indians are now occupying 743,610 acres of these 

ceded lands. I presume some action will be taken by the U. S. 
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Government to permanently locate the Wichitas upon the lands they now 

occupy. The title, however, to these lands is still in the U. S. 

By executive order, Kiowa, Comanche, Arapho and other wild 

IndiLma have been broucht upon a portion of the ceded lands. But such 

lands are a part of the public domain of the U. S. and have all been 

surveyed and sectionized. 

A '2ortion of these 14,000,000 acres of land, however, has not 

been appropriated by the U. S. for the use of other Indians and, in all 

probability, never will be. 

3. These unappropriated lands are situated immediately west of 

the 970 of west longitude and south of the Cherokee territory. The 

amount to several millions of acres and are as valuable as any in the 

Territory. The soil is well adapted for the production of corn, wheat 

and other cereals. It is unsurpassed for crazing and is well watered 

and timbered. 

4. The U. S. have an absolute unembarrassed title to every acre 

of the 14,000,000 of acres, unless it be the 1,054,544 acres occupied 

by the Sac and Fox and Pottawatomie Indians. The Indian title has been 

extinguished, 

The Articles of the tredties with the Creeks and Seminoles, by 

which they sold their lands, begin with the statement that the land 

are ceded in compliance with the desire of the U. S. to locate other 

Indians and freedom thereon. 

By the express terms of the treaties, the lands bought by the 

U. S. were not intended for the exclusive use of "other Indians" as 

has been so often asserted. They were bought as much for the negroes 

of the country as for Indians. 
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The commission of the General Land office, General Williamson, in 

his annual report for 1878, computes the area of the I.T. at 44,154,240 

acres, of which he says 17, 15,230 acres are unsurveyed. The balance 

of this land, amounting to 27,003,990 acres, he announces have been 

surveyed, and these lands he designates as "public lands". 

The honorable commission has fallen into a natural error. Be has 

included in his co mutation the land of the Cherokees west of 96° west 

longitude, and the Chickasaw nation, which, though surveyed, can in no 

sense be deemed "public lands." The only public lands in the Territory 

are those marke,:,. on this nap, and amount, as before stated, to about 

fourteen million acres. 

Whatever may have been the desire or intention of the U. S. 

Government in 1866 to locate Indians and negroes upon these lands, it 

is certain that no such dasire or intention exists in 1879. The negro, 

since that date, has become a citizen of the U.S. and Congress has 

recently enacted laws which practically forbid the removal of any more 

Indians into the Territory.. Two years ago Mr. Mills of Texas, caused a 

provision to be inserted in the Indian Appropriation Bill of prohibiting 

the removal of the Sioux. Indians into the Indian Territory, a project 

at that time contefJplated by the Interior Department and by a similar 

provision in the Indian Appropriation Bill of last winter the removal 

of any Indians from Arizona or New Mexico into the Indian Territory is 

forbidden. 

These laws practically leave several million acres of the richest 

lands on the continent free from Indian title or occupancy and an 

intiq al part of the public domain. 
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5. The town of Vichita, in the state of Kansas, at the junction of 

the Big and Little Arkansas rivers, the present terminus of a branch of 

the L.T.S. Fe Railroad, and the town of ElDorado, the terminus of 

another branch, are the neLrest railroad points to these lands. From 

A_chita to these lands is about ninety miles due south...There are 

several other railroad points on the northern line of the Territory, 

more remote than liAchita or El Dorado. These points are Coffeyville, 

the terminus of the Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Galveston railroad, 

Chetopa on the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad, which is built 

through the Territory to Texas, and Baxter Springs, the southern 

Terminus of the Mo., Ft. Scott and Gulf Railroad. A glance at the map 

will show the location o these places. 

E. C. Boudinot. 

Source: Senate Executive Documents, 46th Cong. 1 sess., 20, pp. 8-10. 
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APPENDIX D 

PROCLAMATION OF PRESIDENT HAVES 

Whereas it has become known to me that certain evil- disposed 

persons have, within the territory and jurisdiction of the United 

States, begun and set on foot preparations for an organized and 

forcible possession of and settlement upon the lands of what is known 

as the Indian Territory, west of the state of Arkansas, which territory 

is designated, recognized, and described by the treaties and laws of 

the United States, and by the executive authorities, as Indian country, 

and as such is only subject to occupation by the Indian tribes, oflense 

of such persons as may be privileged to reside and trade therein under 

the intercourse laws of the United States: 

And whereas those laws provide for the removal of all persons 

residing and trading therein, without express permission of the Indian 

Department and agents, and also of all persons whom such agents may 

deem to be improper persons to reside in the Indian country: 

And whereas in aid and support of such organized movement, it has 

been reported that no further action will be taken by the government ti 

prevent persons from going into said Territory and settling therein by 

such representation are wholly without authority: 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of properly protecting the 

interests of the Indian nations and tribes, as well as of the United 

States, in said Indian Territory and of duly involving the laws govern- 

ing the same, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, PreA.dent of the United States, do 

admonish and warn all persons so intending or preparing to remove upon 
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said lands, or into said Territory, without promise of the proper agent 

of the Indian "i)epartment, a5:ainst any without to so remove or settle 

upon any of the lands of said Territory; and I do further warn and 

notify any and all such persons who may so offend that they will be 

speedily and immediately removed therefrom by the agent, according to 

the laws made and provided, and that no efforts will be spared to 

prevent the invasion of said Territory, rumors spread by evil disposed 

persons to force of the United States will be invoked to carry into 

proper execution of laws of the United States wherein referred to. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my lind and cause the 

seal of the 'United States to be affixed. 

Done in the city of Washington, this 20th day of April, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eiht hundred and seventy-nine, and of 

the Independence of the United States the one hundred and third. 

R. B. Hayes. 
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APPENDIX E 

KANSAS CORPORATIONS ORGANIZED INCIDENT TO THE OPENING OF OKLAHOMA 

From A.kansas City: 
Oklahoma Central Railroad Company, Oklahoma-Kansas Inca- 

descent light Co., The Topeka, Ark City and Oklahoma Investment Co., 
Guthrie Club, Guthrie Electric Light and Power Co.; 

From Baxter Springs: 
Oklahoma and Kansas Railway Company; 

From Caldwell* 
Southwestern Grazers Association, Guthrie, Reno City and 

Fort Reno Railway Co.; 

From Chetopa: 
Indian Telephone Company; 

From Colony: 
The Kansas Oklahoma Colony; 

From Dickinson county: 
Indian Territory and Kansas Central Railroad Co.; 

From Englewood: 
Southwestern Kansas and Neutral Strip Colonization Association; 

From Fort Scott: 
Indiahoma City Town Site Co.; 

From Garnett: 
Oklahoma Colony and Town Con 

From Harvey county: 
Oklahoma Guaranty Loan, Land and Investment Co.; 

From Hutchinson: 
Southwestern Construction Co., Oklahoma Interstate Town and 

Investment Co., Oklahoma Milling Co., The Kansas and Cherokee Land and 
Town; 

From Iola: 
Oklahoma Town Co.; 

From Kansas City: 
Oklahoma Town and Land Company, Oklahoma Town Company, 

Southwestern Construction Co.; 
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From Labette county: 
Oklahoma Mining and Manufacturing Co., Oklahoma Mining Co.; 

Fro- Meade: 
The First Oklahoma Town Company; 

From Topeka: 
Oklahoma Capitol City Town Comnany,-Oklahoaa City Water, Co., 

Oklahoma Land and Trust Companyi Oklahoma Printing and PublishinE; Co., 
The Oklahoma Inter-State Town and Investment Company, The Hennessey 
Town Company, The Topeka, Okmulgee and Gulf Railway Co., Seminole Town 
Company; 

From Wellington: 
Oklahoma Conaolidated Land and Town Company, Indian Meridian 

Townsite Co., Oklahoma Colonization Society; 

From Wichita: 
Oklahoma Colony, S3uthwestern Town Co. of Kansas, Oklahoma 

Daily Times Publishing Company, Oklahoma Foundry and Manufacturing Co., 
Oklahoma Investment and Security Co., Oklahoma Secret Service, David 
L. Payne Memorial Operation, The Oklahoma Investment and Security 
Company, St. Louis, Ft. Scott, and ':ichita Railway Co., Sumner County 
Railway Co., Southwestern Colonization Society, Ponca Town Company, 
Cherokee Town Site Company. 

Source: 4Igorooration Charter Books," Secretary of State of Kansas, in 
archives of Kansas State Historical Society Library, 1879-1893. 
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Although most Kansans and Oklahomans have nearly forgotten it, the 

truth remains that Kansas is the mother of Oklahoma. This thesis tells 

the story of the movement organized to force the opening of Indian 

Territory, but more specifically the unoccupied district called 

"Oklahoma," Previous investigations have been conducted fro: the view- 

point of immigration into Oklahoma, a "coming in." Here an attempt has 

been made to portray a part of the movement as a "going-out" of Kansas. 

The story of the Oklahoma Boomers and their struggle to open that 

territory to settlement is intimately linked with Kanses, since the 

movement was carried on largely by Kansas men. It is the author's 

purpose to show the extent of and explain why Boomer agitation was 

strong in Kansas even far re eyed from the southern border, and to 

record an interesting phase of history, one of the eost bizarre and 

exciting episodes of the frontier, the opening of the last lands in 

America available for free settlement. 

The principal original sources of information have been corporation 

charters and newspapers on file in the library and the archives of the 

Kansas State Historical Society in Topeka. Also, of se importance, 
were the several eanuscript collections, dealing with Boomer 

activities, on file in the archives of the Oklahoma State Historical 

Library, Oklahoma City. Secondary materials have helped to answer many 

ouestione in this research. 

Before going into the movement itself, it was necessary to 

provide a background against which the boomer data would be more 

meaningful. This has been done in chapters I and II. Chapter I is 

concerned with western expansion and the settlement of the Great Plains, 
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once thought to be a place where no white man would want to settle; 

also* the development of Kansas during the seventies preceding the 

movement, especially with reference to the farmer's last frontier and 

an intense hunger for free land. In chapter II information is 

presentedof the Indian settlements before and after the Civil War 

incident to Indian Territory reservation assignments and unassigned 

lands which aroused the cupidity, first, of the land grant railroad, 

fld later, of the land hungry settler. 

The hovement to open Indian Territory to white settlement was 

given great impetus when in 1879* David L. Payne, a Kansas adventurer 

of much the same mold as Buffalo Bill Cody and it Carson, founded the 

Oklahoma Boomers in Vhi_chita Kansas. The narrative in chapters III and 

IV is concerned with the beginning and the end of this movement. In 

chapter III the course of the Boomer agitation is characterized by 

numerous invasions of the territory. As the Boomers saw it, the 

sympathy of the United States government had to be transferred from the 

Indians to the poor homesteader, who argued that the land was part of 

the hublic domain and open to hoaestead entry. In chapter IV the 

tactics of the agitation shifted from the invasions of the territory to 

the halls of Congress. The change of public opinion and political 

support secured the necessary legislation in Congress to open the 

"district" to settlement. The remainder of the thesis is concerned 

with the results of Boomer agitation. 

Two memorable, never-to-be-forgotten, dates in the annals of the 

settlement of the west were April 22, 18a9 and September 16, 1893. The 

mad, headlong "rush" for the coveted Indian lands is recorded in 
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chapter V. Promptly at twelve o'clock, noon, by bugle notes, pistol or 

carbine shots, the signals were sounded that eventually le c. to the 

organization of the state of Oklahoma. 

The opening of "Oklahoma" and the adjacent Indian Territory to 

settlement was an event for which Kansas towns had long worked, 

Propagandized, and invested. Chapter VI shows why Kansas citizens 

persisted with deter-ination to secure the opening of the unassigned 

Indian lands, and whether or not their goals were attained. 


