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CHAPIER I
BACKGROUND aND HATIONALE

PAEVIOUS R<£32ARCH IN RETENTION

Previous research in the areas of male and female
retention and attitude change following an oral communicatlon
iniicates that female subjects retain significantly less of
the content of a sreecn, yet change tnelr attituiles more than
the nale subjects, An examination of these studles reveals
that interest in the sveech toric selected has not been included
as an iniependent variable,

The results of available experimental research dealing
with retention followinz an oral comzunication suzgest that
male auiitors retain significantly more factuzl information
than fenzle =2uditors. In "Sex ani Persuasipility"™, Thomas
Scheidel su:zorts such an nypotaesis, In this study, 242
collezs stuients, 104 men andi 138 women, listenei to an eleven-
minute persuasive soeech or:osing further expansion of federal
power in the areas of hezalth and educatloﬁ. T'ney then com-
pleted a retention test over the naterial presented in the
speech,

‘Adomen were found to retain significantly less of the
material testel than did men, The desizn of the retention
test .permittel the exnzrimenter to secure, in additlon to the
total r=tention scores, subscores of retentiorn in the arsas of
healtn ani of education., ﬁen aﬁi-women exhibited no siznifi-

cant difference in retention of material dealinz with education.
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Scheldel admits in nhis discussion of the experiment that,
"Since most of the female subjects were strongly oriented to
ejucation, they probably hail zreater interest and mofe now-
ledze concerning the part of the aldress dealing with educa-
tion than they dli rezariinzy the other parts of the stimulus
speech."1

In the sumnary, nowever, he states that ". . .women, as
compared with men, are, ., .significantly less retentive., An
analysis of the results of the subtests tends to confirm pre-
vious findinzs that subjects t=nd to retain more when they are
well inforzed on the topic.“2 Scheidel's precise meaninz in
this summary is unclear. These statements may convey the in-
pression that, as a general rule, women afe less retentive than
men; and onlyv in areas in which they are particularly mowledze-
able will they elevates their low retention scores, He overlooks
the faect that interest in the torlic may be affectinz both male
and fenale rztention scorss, The fact that taeres was no signifi-
cant differencs in male and femals retention scores in the arez
of eiucation iniicates that the tozle should be incluied as an
iniependent variable wnen measurinz retention, Interest in the
tople caosen, rataer than simply vprior knowledze of the sudject,
nay be affectiny the retention score results.

In "An Experiment Comparinz Discussioﬁ with Debate",
dillism 3, Carnzck anl Grezz Phifer obtained results similzar to
those of 3cheldel, In tnis study, 337 women and 207 wen listened
to & one-nour fécoriel igbate anl a one-hour rccorled 1iszcussion,
I'ne subjects than completed an £0-1item retention test on both

the debazte ani tae discussion, I'ne expcerimenters found tnat



men retalned sisnificantly nore factual information after
both tne discussion ani debate,

Ihe authors themselves note one uncontrolled variable
which nay have influsnced the results obtained: "It is probable
that males in the audience listeninzg to the discussion and
debate about a fair employment practices law were more inter-
ested in factors affectins employment than females, . .Ins2
experimental desicn Aid not include a check on thls rossibil-
1ty.n3

- Althouzn botn Scheliiel's experiment and that of Carmack
and rhifer obtained statistically significant results rezard-
ing male and female retention scores, neithesr of the studiles
attempted to utilize interast in the toric chosen as z2n indepen-
ient variable, 4s Carmackx ani rhifer realized, tais omission
nay havs siznifieantly influsnced the retention scorss,

A study by 321:h idlchols, "Factors in Listening Comprehen-
sion", also indicates that male auwditors have hizher retention
scores than females, a sample of 132 males ani 68 females from
thzs University of xinnssota listened to six ten-minute lecturs
excerots siven by siz instructors in six different subject arezss,
o prezentationrs were =iven ezch day for taree days. The
zeneral subjzcts discussed in tae lecturzs were literature,
econonics, bioclory, sociolozy, psycaolozy, and cheristry. After
eaca of tae lecture excerptis was ziven, the rtarticipzants
conzleted twelve multizle-choice ausstions based on 1ts content.
analysis of th; re3ults from the retention tests inilcated

"there was evidence to surzest but not establish tnzt. . ,3ex

of the listener. . .influenced the listeninz comgrenension of



the subjects."u

Althouch Nichols iniicates that he chose a cross-=section
of the enrollment in freshmen comrunications courses at the
University of Zinnesota as subjects for this experiment, he
had almost twice as many male as female subjects. He does not
indicate whether the communications courses were required; tae
striking imbalance in ths number of male and female subjects
nakss it seem ioubtful,

It is evident, also, that Kichols made no atterpt in this
experimsnt to ascertzin the influence of the torxic chosen, It
is im:-ossible to determine from the information ziven whether
the specific tourles discussed 1n each of the six lectures were
of greater intersst to one sex than to the other. 'While he
concludes that "Real interest in thes subject discussed“5 was a
factor influencing listener comzrenension, he provides no indi-
cation of the dezree of interest of each of the sexes in the
six tories chosen,

In 2 study by Stanley F. Eaulsoné, men had, once z2zain,
sisnificantly hizher mez2n retention scores than romen, A totzal
of 579 men z2ni1 392 womsn listened to a recoried srpeech favoring
lowerin: of tas votinz age to eizgnteen, and camnleted a 50-item
multirle-choice retention test whlcn covered the content of the
speecn.

raulson, lik= illchols, does not mentlon whetaer tae Funda-
mentals of 3:eech and the Communication courses from which the
subjects were selected were required courses, [ne fact that
there were 1740 more men than women zubjects may have influenced

the results obtalned., Furtaher, no control zroup is mentioned,
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nor 1ls there any information from which we might zascertzin the
validity of the retention test, There 1s no way of knowins
whether the men micht have done better on the retention tast
without listening to the interveninz speech. Finally, there
was once 233in no control incluilel for possible effects of the
particular to-ic chosen., Because of ths gaps Faulson has left
in his desizn, the fact that men had hizher retention scores
than ths women is inconclusive,

Jonald Sikkink?, in a study similar to that of raulson,
prevared a thirteen-minute recoriled speech whlca also advocated
lowerinz the votinz ase to elzhteen, Sixkink, liks Paulson,
fails to mention wnether the sample was raniomly selected from
the colleze population, ani makes no z2ttemovt to detsraire what
effect interest in the topic has, if any, on the results of the
retention test. PFurther, since he aprarently has not utilized
a control sroup, ths validity of the U46-item true-fzlse tast is
questionable. |

Not 21l of ths exrerinmentzal literaturs pertaininz to mzle
ani fznz2le rztention indicates that men have hizher retention
scorss, aowever, Janes 3, 5randon8 conducted 2n experiment
with 72 male ani 72 female subjects ranionly selecteil from
stuients 1in the beginninz speech courses at the University of
7isconsin, Each zarticipant viewed a thirty-minute television
prozran walca oresented information on taree toiics: the lives
znl worizs of [ennessee :iilliams, 3ean 0'Casey, z2ni T, 3., Zliot.
Followlnz the television nrezentation, each subject comrleted

g corbined retentlon ani interest- tzst on tarze to;ics. 1In
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Brandon does not indicate whether tne courses from which
the subjescts were selected were requlred, leavinz us once azain
in doubt as to whether tne sample 1s representative of the
porulation beinz studied., Further, ths use of television as
the cresentation medium may have affected the results obtalned,

dowever, Branion took two crecautions whica the previously-
mentioned exverimenters omitted. Flrst, ne egualized the
number of male subjzcts with the number of female subjects.
3econi, he 2dministersd an interest test which indicated that
the men 2ni tae women participatinz in the experiment showei no
siznificant d4ifference in their exrression of interest in the
topic discussed.

Althouzh no pretest was ziven to detérmine wnether the wonen
hai grz2ter pre-sxgsriment !mowledize of the subject maiter, each
of the retention test items used was checkel for valility znd
reliability prior to the administration of the actuzl experiment,
4nile this study in no way proves taxt the torle caosen %ffects
the retantion scores, it 1s intsrestinz to note that tas only
experiment indicatins aizner female retention alsc utilized a
topic which was apparsntly of relatively eguzal intersst to both
sax2s.,

althouza Branion's stuly is the only one indicatinz females
have nizher retention scores followinz an orzl communication,
thres experirenters from Floridz 3tate University (dobert ¥ibler,
larry Zar¥er, Donzld Ce=zla) found that "The major part of the
first ﬂypothcsfé, thzt males wouli comprehend (immedizt= ost-
test) .-mor2 informztion from an oral meisazre tnan femzles, . .Was

not supported.“9



In thils stuiy, 216 collece ani hich school stuients
listened to a tape-recoried speech on the subject of listenin=s,
and comrleted immediate ani delayel retention tests containins
34 multiple choilce 2nt matechins guestions. The male and female
subjects showed no significant difference in eltner immedizte or
delayel r=tention scores,

The sex of the auditors and the sex of the speaker were
the independent varizbles in tanls study. There 1ls no w2y of
determininz wnzt, if any, effect the toric had on the results,
for it is not included as a variable,

An experiment conducted by X, C. Beizhley'°, who arbi-
trarily chose foreicn policy as the topic for the speech used
in his study, obtained similar results. There Wasino signifi-
cant difference between 12le and femals ratention scores. Any
effort to dst=rmine what rslationship exists betreen retentlon
scores ani ths toric chosen in elthsr of these experiments nust
rema2in specul2tive, thouzh a connection between the two may be
lozically hypothesized,

It is eviient from a review of these studles that nore
rezearcn needs to be done on the subject of male ani femzle
retention followinz an oral coxrunication, Althoush each of
these exverimenters proviiss some insiziat into this area, well-
controlled studiss which utilize inter=st in the to-lc cnosen
as an inlepcndent variable are nesded in order to ascertain
tne v21liiity of the fr=jguently-made concluslion that males retzin

more fzctual information fron an orzl communicztion than ferzales,
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CHAPTZR II
BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

FRIVIOUS Ro3243Ca IN ALTITUIZE CoadNGE

The ma jority of the avallable experimental literature
dealinz with male ani female attitude chanze followinz an oral
conmunication indicates that female subjects are more persua-
sible than m3les, Althouzh two eXperimenters found no siztni-
ficant diffesrsncs between the amount of attitude chanze of
each of the sexes, tazre are no stuiles waich indiecats ma;es
are morz rersuasible than femal=s,

Tnom=zs 3cneidel, who concluded that women rstain siznifi-
cantly l=ass of the content of a szeecn, also found thzat women
are siznificantly more versuzasible than men. :He administered
a 25-stztexent attitule scale befors andl after tas subjects
listenzd to tae szeech op-osing federz2l power in health z2nd
eiucation., M+omsn were found to be siznificantly more tersua=-
siblz than men.“l

Ine valizity of tas results of the z2ttituile test Scheidel
used to mezasure persuasibility is guestionzble, He zdrinistered
For= A (thes »retest) and Form 3 (the vost test) of =2 25-statement
attitude sczle in one class period. He com-osed Form 3 by
randomizir~ tae 25 state-=2nts in Porm A; taus, ;he subjects
tooir two verzions of one tez=t in ons2 clzss period., Althou~x the
estimate of »reliabllity for tae test, obtzined from 2 control
TrOuUp, 735 .75, tae orocedure of ziministering two for:-s of

tne z=2n7e te:t in one class period is disputsible. [laerefors,
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his conclusion th~t the wemen subjects ware more persuasible
i1s ill-supnorted,

Stanley Paulson also administered the pretest and post
test for attitude chanze in one class period. Woodwari Shift-
of-Ocinion bzllots werc ziven to the subjects vefore the s—ech
to determline if they were in favor of, undeciled, or agz2inst
lowering the votinz age to elgateen. Followinz the 3:-c-ech,
they 1ndicated whefher or not their attitude towari the topic
had chanzed., "aAs far as saift of orinion in the totzl subject
grou> is concerned, it was found that women saifted more (49,375)
than did the men (39.72,15).“2

Soth Scheidel ani faulson should have allowed a zreater
time interval between the aiministration of the prétest and the
post test., It is rossible £hat the fem2le subjects were simzoly
more Wwillinx than thz males to 2inmit that their attituies had
been chanzed by the sceech.

Zdgzr Willis, who studi=d "Phe Relative Effectivensss of
fhree rorzms of Aaiio rresentation in Influencinz attitudes®,
2lso founi thzt "Collere women tenied to saift-attituie nore

readily than men.“3

W4illis performed three separate experiments
in thie studys subjects for tae first two experiments were
nizh secnool stulents, ani subjects for thes tnird exseriment

Wwere collega students, 3Since "Ine attitudes of hiza sciool

boys anl ~irls were saiftedl to ancroximately the same extent

hy tas= programs“k, only thz third experiment will be 1iscussed
here,

sZlzaty-nine colleze stuients chozen as subjects for the

stuly took =2 nretest composel of three Likert scales on three
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different subjescts: thne German reople, treatment of criminals,
and freadon of spescn anil the press., Sach class heard tiarcze
recoriin~s, one on each of the subjects, znd then tool: 2 post
test durins the next class mceting. Two wesks later, a delayed
rost test w2s administered.

The colls~e stuilents selected for the experimental z2nd
control gzrou:s were students in berinninz speech classes at
the University of WYisconsin. Willis does not nmentlon wihether
the speech classes are required, so once azain we cannot be
certain the sample was rzndomly selected, In addition, he
proviies no information as to the number of male subjects and
the number of female subjects in tnls rarticular samrle.
Further, there are no statistics provided-which supvort the
conclusion that colleze women were more persuzsible than men:
no mean scoras for males or femalss, no standard deviation, nor
any resulis from statistical tests, i merzly states that,
for the taree experiments combined, "Standari statistical nethods
were employed to anzlyzs the data, 4 serles of correlztlons
was ealculataed to datermine the relationsaip betwsen attitude
shift ani =2-e, sex, intellisesnce, year in school, ani pre-score,
fhe lztter was the only factor relzted to z2ny siznificant dezree
with tae attituie shift.“S It is imzossible to determine, fronm
thz inforaztion ziven, whether als "ﬁinor Conclusion" that
"Cplle-e women tended to shift more readily than men" 1ls suzported
by the study.

In "4 Stuiy of the Shiftin~ Attitudes of zizrh 3chool Students
Wnen 3Subjected to Favorzble and Lnfavorable rropacsznia®, .ichard

Zateman and He ..o Acmmers found that hish sciool femzles shiftcd
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thelr acttitudes more than hich school males,

Seventy pucils, 40 boys ani 30 girls, were sslected fronm
senlor socizl science classes in a hi~h school in reru, Indian=,
A pretast to deterzine the students' attitudes tow2ari lzbor
unions was iiministarel to each class, 4 papzr filled with
nezative rron2rania was read to the classes and rost lest I
was 24dministered. The next 1ay a pater centainins zositive
propaz>niz s rezd to ths clasces ani rost lest I aininistered.
Iwo montas latar the students complated rost Test IIl,

Mere 1s no way to detsraine froz the discussion whetaer
or not tae 70 puzlls wer. a raniom sawgle. In 21iltion, there
is no control zroud mentionel in the stuly to indicate wThethear
any other factors intervened wialca may have affect;d the results
on any or 21l of tas vost tests,

Sateman and Lermmers conclude that "A more decided shift 151
snown Tor =irls in thzir avera~e 2ttitude followin= thes use of
prooazaniz than is prevalent in the boys' averace shift."s Tne
results do not seen to justify the exzerinmentsrs' conclusion.
Mhe differercs bat-22n tas —means on sretest vs, rost Ilest I for
malss w25 3422, andl taz iifferanecs for femzles Was 356, =

differ=nce betwsz2n zalss zanl females of only 4, Trr=test vs,

.59 zni a 4ifferencz of 1.$7 for females, Ihs results for

‘Zratnst V3. 03t rezt ILI show a diffzrence of 2.47 for —zles

t the femzles!

o

.hils tae resulsz of rost lest II indicate th
attitude salft wss sreaxter than that of tne males, rost lest I

showed only =z 3li-at 4iffsrence betwseen tne sszes, sos3t If=st il
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indicates a graater attitule shift for the males than for the
females, [he females' attlitude shift on the three post tests
was not significantly greater than the males' attltule saift,
and thus the experimenters' assertion that the =zirls showed a
"more decided shift" is unsup.orted by the data,

Albert Furbay also foundi that female auditors were nore
persuzsible than ths males, He selected 409 students from the
hasic szesech courses at Wayne 3tats Univarsity to serve as
subjects for thes study. The subjects toolk an attitude pretest,
listenei to = recorded svesch favorinz the discontinuance of
nuclear testinz, 2nd filled out 2 Woodward Shift-of-Opinion
ballot desizned to indicate attitude change, Furbay concluded
that "women moved nmore often to 2n extent'significant at the
one percent leval.“7

Furbay does not.mention whether his sample was randomly
selscted, Further, he, likes Zdgar .illils, f2ils to lndicate
the number of m2ls 2ni f=mz2le subjects used in ths study., It is
impossible to determine whetiaer the number in each was
sufficiently balanced to enzable the experinenter to m2ke a
reliable generalization zbout "“women",

Fran¥lyn Zaiman, in Yan 3xrerimental 3tudy of the Effects
of 3tnos in rublic Spezkinz®, a2lso falls to mention thz number
of malzs ani femzles in a1is szmple. In three sexzrate exnori-
ments, = totzl of 474 collez=s -tuients answered yss, no, oOr
undeciled on th=z subject of a nationzl comnpulsory healtn insur-
ance, They 11§tenei to a recordedl =rzech favorinz taes insurance,
anl marized tnelr post test ouinions on a siz-point sczle.

Jainan "assumed at t..e outzet of thiz stuldy that the orizinal,
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pre-speech ovinions of members of the audience on the controver-
sial i3sue to be discussel night cause different kinds of
reactlons to the speaker.“8 In the first experiment, 2s in the
third, he found no significant disparities among the zroups of
subjects in the distribution of orizinzl opinion. However, in
the second experiment (N = 363) the four zroups differed slightly
in both the distribution of sexes and initial opinions. iie
then "declied to =m2ke two statisticzl zanalyses of tas Shift-of-
Opinion bzllots - one wita the groups as they stood, z2nd one wilta
the srouvs perfectly ma2tchied on sex and orizinal o:sinion, This
second situ=tion was obtiined by randonly elininating a zrest
nuaber of bH2llots. « «3ince these two differsnt methods rroduced
almozt iientieally ths same results, only the findings of thne
latter will be pressnted here.“9

Since the two analyses were not identica2l, ani Halman does
not renort the results obtainedi before he "randomly" eliminzted
a larzs number of the ballots, tne vzlidity of nis conclusion
that "a siznificantly nizher provortion of females shiftsd thelr
opinions“lo is loziczlly guestionzble, de cannot bz certain
that results zertinent to male and female attituile chznge were
not rznidcnly eliminated from the orizinal data.

Franklin gnower, in “"Experimentzl Studies of Chanzes in
attitules - I. A Study of tne affect of Crzl arzument on Chznzes
of isttitudes", 2lso observed thzt fem2les changei thelr z2ttitudes
nore tnan males, Colleze students enrolled in courses in public
speaking at thé-University of :innesota served as subjects for
the erserinent, The 303 men anl 304 women comnleted zn 2ttitule

pretsst, listened to a speech on pronibition, ani later completed
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a post test iniicatinzg thelr attitude chan=ze.
inowzr concludes tnat "Chan=cs in attitude in women occurred
to a zreater extent and in greater numbers than occurred in the
case of men subjects. About one-third of the women made a
statisticzlly siznificant chanze of z2ttitule as comrarsi with

wll +“hlle he has coniuctzi one of the best

one-fiftn of the nen.
stulies in thz arez of male ani ferzlz2 attituile chan-~e, htnower
ovarlocizei one invortant vari=able: interest in the tortic selected
for ths spsech. e himself notses in a later exXperiment that
intersst in tas totic may affect attitule change: "subjzets who
reportel an iatersst in prohibition were more inclined to tzke
an extrems tosition ani less inclined to qhange than were subjects
wno reoortad 1niifference."12
Careful =n3lysis of each onz of ths exzeriments dezling
with m2le ani femzle attitude change indicatss that rone of the
ex;eri~zsnts have utilized int:rest in the torie 2s an 1lnilszen-
ient viriabls, It is uossible taat the results mizit have been
alterel si-nificantly had the experimenters nade some effort to
determine tis interest of =a2c¢ch of taz sa2xX=2s in the to ics sslected
for the s-czehes, It a~szars thzat each of thes exparimenters
selected = to:zic or toiecs 2ot ra2ndoxn; ths fact tnat nons of them
mzntionz hoi they selectzl the torics indicatzs thzat tae;
attachel very listle, iIf any, imgportanc:z to the toziec chosen,
Altnousn no stulies have found males to be more rtzrsuasible
Enan fz2r.lz:, no sisnificant 41iffer=snces betwzen male anl fewzle

attitule cnan-e was obtzined in two experinentsz., EBen Chzerrinzton

2nd Ly 4. i2iller found “"no siznificant sex rilffe‘:'ences"lJ in the

14

attltule change of colleze stuilents., Jonzld 3i¥-ink™ ", who
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found that women had sisnificantly lower immediate retention
scores, obtained no sisnificant difference between mrles and
femxles in the results of elther immediste or Jeliyel 2ttitule
tests, Onecs 233in, neitiner Cherrinzton ani “iller nor 31kkink
considersi that tae tovic c¢hosen for thelr experinents mizht
have affectel thelr results.

I'ne studies whiea dezl with attitude chan-e, like those

u

which dezal with retention, provide us with 1ﬂconclusive results,
4hile most inilcate tnat females are more rersuasible thzan males,
none of thenfincluies interest in the to:zic 2s an inieszendent
varizble, 3ecz2use of this fect, ani because of other Jdiffi-
cultiss in the desizns of nearly =11 the studies, more ressarcn
is neasdei in orier to provide insizat into male and femzle

attituie chanze followinz an oral comtunication.

i
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PR0OCLIURE

An anzlysis of excarimentzl stuilies in the arezs of nmale
ani ferailc retention and attitule chanse indlecates a lefinite
nzed for further researcn in tﬁis_area. Inis stuly w=2s desiznei,
tnerefore, to tast two hypotasses in the areas of retention
ani attlituie chanze fol1orinz an oral comzunlcatlion:

1) Female subjscts will retz2in siznificantly more fzctuzl
infornztion from an oral communication than male subjects iren
the sreech tozie is oriented to exrress:=d femz2le interasts;
male subjscts will retain siznificantly nore information than
the famzlas wthen the soeech to:ic is oriented to exszressed male
interests,

2) Female subjects will siznificantly ciz2nze thelr attitudes
toﬁari the sopeech toric oriented to =z2le 1nterests, while nm=2le
subjects will significzntly chanze thelr attitules towari the
speecn topic oriented to female interests.

In order to select to speech tozics for ths exzerinent,
subjects in Oral Comrunications I and Ia clzsses at Kansas State
University ratei sevsral szzech to.ics on 2 semantic differsntizl
tyze sezle, M2 sublects werz instructed to rate each ol eight
sseech tosles on four scales - thres of these seales wers used
for blindiazr nur-oses; the fo.rth, interestinz-uninterestinz,
was the only scele used for exzerimental furnoczes,

fne interestinz-uninterestin: secale for "ihe advantages

of zreast Feedinz a rew-Zorn Saby" inilecated that the females!
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interest 1in the to*ic 728 sicnificantly gre=ter thain that of
the m2les, fhe mean for the 23 fenale subjects w2s 5,26, and
tae mez2n for the 16 male subjects wis 4,08, Ihe results of the
t-test were significant at the ,05 level of probability.

conversely, the interestinz-uninteresting scale for the
tosic, ":he advantazes of the Rotary angine" indicatel the
male subjects'! exoressed interest in the tople was siznificantly
grezter taan that of the females., The me-n for the 15 m2le
subjects w23 3,75, anl the mean for the 22 femzles was 4,09,
In this czze, the rasults of ths t-test were significant at the
.001 level of prob2bility. Iae results of the t-tests for the
other six to:ics wers not siznificzant.

A 637-word persussive spzech on tne subject of brsast
feeiins, ani a &42-wori psrsuzsive speech on the subjsct of
thz rotary en;inez ware comsosed, In siddition, a test desizned
to rmeasurs retention of the content of sich sgzecn wxs constructed,
3oth of thzse ten-jusstion rstention tests wefe then 2drinistered
to a srou: of 12 femzlss andi 1§ n=2lss, who nad not agard elither
of the 3:=ech2s, to detertine tae valiilty of tae test guestlons.,
If ~or= than 11 subj=cts =z2nswersl a question correctly, the
juestion =as elther chan3zel or tarown out entirely.

“ne r=vised version of ezch retention test was then

adnizisters? to a zrouz of 25 =2lzs ani 22 femalas, Wao also

i

nzi not bzen exsosel Lo tis snezches, If more thzn 12 subjeets

[

reszonisi corrsctly to a izrticular question, 1t w=as consiiered
invzlii =znil o=litel from tane rﬂtuntion test to be u:21 in the
stuiyes e gunber 12 for t11" rcvision, znl thz number 11 for

tae first r-ovision wer:z arbitrary cit-o7f soints for zccroiznce
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or rejection of 2 question, It was falrly obvious from lookinz
at ths totzl number of correct =nd incorrect responses to each
guestion walch questions would not proviie zan accuratec mezsure-
rent of retention.

fhe six remzinins questlons on each topic, to whica there
ars a tota2l of eigat correct rasronses for each test, were
consiiered v21lidi Instruments for measurinzt male ani famale
retention.3

A semantic differantizal was choser to measurs nzlz ani

fem

W

le a2ttituie chanre. [he scales for each of the tozics
were selected from 2 list of =2ossible scales provided by Osczood,
Suci, z2ni Eannanbauﬂ.u Since each sczle would be considere
iniividvally, 2ni a factor 2nalysis was nét to be used in the
datz, it #2s possible to include on the attitude test only
those scales considered azplicable.

Ine spesehes on taes rotary ensine and breast feedins were
tnen recoried by both 2 nale ani a female speaker. The male
speaker was 2 ~raduzate student in Speech a2t Xansas State ani

the femzale spaaker was an instructor in the Speech Jdepartment

One hunired fourteen stuilents, 49 m2les z2ni A5 femzles,
in t2e reguirei Oral Communications I ani IA classes at Kanszs
3tate University served as subjects for the study. They first
conzletel two attitude scales, one on the subjsct of brezst
feeiinz5 anl one on the rotary envineé. he written instruetlons
attzechzd to theﬁscales? 4114 not divul=ze the nature of th= exreri-

menti racher, the subjects were toll tnzy were ratine torics

wnhicn mirat bes used for 3peeches in Oral Communlications courses,
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I'wo weeis later the subjects listecned to one of the
recoried speceches, Fifty-four subjects listened to the speech
on breast feedin;;'ZS of these heard the female spaaker dellver
the speach, 2ni 26 listenel to the male spezker., 3ixty subjects
listen=3d to the speech on the rotary ehgine; 32 of these heard
the female speaXker, 2ni 238 hearl the male speaker,

Irmediately following the sreecn, each subject indicated
nis attituie toward the speech tovle, complefei the restention
test ovsr the speech content, and rated the spezker's ethos.

Ine order in walen tae subjects completed ezach of these measure-
ment scales w2s varied randomly -to control for order effect.,

A semantic differential was selected to measure the ethos
of the speékars. e scz2les utilized were vreviously selected

2

by 3erlo, Lemert, and Kertz” as reliable measurements of =
spezker's ethos.

Iwenty-six subjects were also selected from the Oral
Comnunications I 2ni Ii courses to serve as alcontrol.group.
fnese subjects completed the attitude tests for both topies 2t
approximatsly the s2me time the excterimentzal croup completed
then, Do weeks later, they once azain indicated thzair
attituies toward botnh tozics, and complzted both retention
tests withouq havins heard either of the sgeeches., In this
way, intervening factors whicn mizint influence the results

obtzined from the exverimentzal zroups coull be detected in the

test results of the control zroup.
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FOOI'NOTES
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2See Apvendix B,
3See apprendices D and E,
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The ileasursment of Peaninz (Urbana: University of Illinois FPress,
1965), ppe 53-55. -

See Azpendix F,.
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Bvaluating the acceptability of lessaze Sources," Zubliec O-inion
wuzrterly, .LO{III (1956), pe 575,



CHAPTER IV

RZSULTS

Retention scores revealed an interaction significant at
the .05 level betwzen the tople of the speech and the sex of
the auditor, lFales retained more on the male-oriented torie
than on the female-oriented toric, Females retalned more on
the female-orientsd topic than the male-oriented tople,

The mean score of the mz2les was significantly higher than
the mean score of the females on the rotary engine retention
test. Ine females' mean score was slizntly, thoush not sizni-
ficantly, hizher than that of the males on the breast feedinz
retention test. (Sse Iable I)

Male subjects scored siznificantly hizher on their total
retention scorss than female subjects. The particular torzies
chosen for fne experiment ma2y nave contributed to the hizher
retention scora=s of the males, The interesting...uninterestinz
sezale, wailch provided the basis for selectioq of the speech
topics, iIndicated female interest in the topie of bréast feeding
was si nificzntly grezter thzn m=le interest a2t the ,05 level,
fhe same secale for the rotary enzine iniliczatzd mzle intarast imas
%rea;er than female interest, sirnificant zat tae ,0C1l level,

I'he rotary encine s=ems to bz mor: oriented to male intercst than
breast fzodinr 1s orisntzd to fz2male interz:ct., rerhzz3i if the
zales hzd fourd tas subjsct of breast feelinz 2s uninterosting
28 the femzlzs foundl the subject of the rotary enzglre, the males!

retention scor=s would not have bzen hirher thzn the femal=s!
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scores,

The mean retention score of the control groud® on the
tovic of breast feeding was 1,88, and on the toplc of the
rotary engine, the mean was 2,44, The difference between the
mean scores of the experimental ani control grours for both
the rotary enzine (I = 7.33) and breast feeding (T = 7.43)
are significant well beyondi the .005 level, Thus, the tests
are v2lid instruments for measuring retention of the material
in the two sv»=zeches.,

The female speaker producsd siznificantly nore retentlon
4than the male speaker for both male and female auilitors, The
aﬁalysis of the results of the ethos scale indicated no signi-
ficant differcsnce between the ethos of thé male and female
speaXers., There 1s no explanation, then, to account for the
fact tnat the female speaXker produced more retentlion taan the
male speaker,

In 244dition to the siznificant toplic-auiitor interaction
ooservei in the rstantion results, three of the five scales
utilized to mazsure attitude chanze (zood...bad, useful.,..useless,
foolisn...wise) also iniicated a toplc-zuditor interaction
significant at tae ,05 level, (See Tables II-V) Female subjects
chan~ed their attitudes nore toari the m2le-oriented tozie than
toward the female-orisnted topic. Iale subjects chanzed thelr
attitules mors towari the female-oriented topic thzn toward
the male-orisnted to:zic,

A one-tail;d F~test w23 anpllied to the male ani femnzle
secores for ezch tople on each of these taree scales. I'ive out

of 3ilx of thazse [-tests inlicated a siznificant differsnce,
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(See Tables VI - VIII) Femile subjects chanced their

attitules sisnificantly more than male subjects on the male-
oriented toric, In 2d4dition, contrary to the results of
previous research, m2le subjects chanced thelr attituiles
siagnificantly more than females on tiwo of the scales. [he
tairld scale (zood,..b2i) indicates zreater, thoush not sizni-
ficantly =srezter, attitule chanze for male subjects than for
female subjects on the female-oriented topic,

On two of the five scales (important...unimportant,
meaningfvl,..meaninzlass) there were no significant differences
observed betireen male and female attitude chanze,

The results of the control zroup indicated no siznificant
chanzes in attitude by elther sex on any of the fi&e attitude
scales, rhe attitude chanze of ezach experimentz2l group was

clearly the result of ths intervening persuaslive speech,
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IETENTION
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faBli II
NALY3IS OF Va3lIANCE

RITINTION
3peaker 1
Tonle 5 8
3ubject 1
Subject # Topic 1
SpeaXer % 3ubject 3
toric % 3ubject 1
3pezker % [opic # Subject 1
‘Reslduzl 106
Totzl 113

#31znificant at the .05 level

FKzZAN
3QUaR=S

12,06192493
0,12708361
12,25454617
2.62241459
764508533
13,30310249
0426139253
2,51304531

F-RATIO

4,800%
0,051
4,876+
1.0%
3,042
5¢294%
0,104
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TABLE III

ANALY3IS OF VARIANCZ

WAI3E,FOOLISS aTlTITUDZ 3CALZ
30U4AC2 D.F. GDAN F_RATIO
S<UAZ L3

Speaker 3 7.27151217  _ 3.404
Topic 1 I,31181524 2,019
Subject 1 0.14016759 0.055
Spezker * Torlc 1 1,26112270 0.590
Speaxer = 3ubject & 3,76097323 1,761
Touie = Subject 1 10,531 34460 4,050
Speaxer * [osic # Subject 1 0.53644855 0.275

Rasidval 1056 2.13592529

Iotal 113

#Significant at the .05 level



TABLE IV
ANALYSIS OF VAXIANCE
GOOD, « o 2AD ATIITUDE SCALE
S0UAC3 D M=ZAN
S«UaRs3

Speaker 1 3492838383
Topic 1 2.91044509
Subject 1 3.31517L51
Snezker % To:zie 1 1.23616505
Srteaker % 3Subject 1 1,96270561
Toriec * Subject 1 15,42083246
Speaker # Tosic *# Subject 1 050058675

‘Residual 106 2,015673847

Total 113

#3ignificant 2t the .05 level
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ANALYSIS OF VadIalNCs

USZFUL., sUSZLE3S ADDIDTUDE SCALZ
S0UARCS D,F. MZAN
SqUARZES
Soeaker T 2,93657875
Tooic 1 0.03404214
Subject 1 0.,51013407
Speaker ¥ To:zic i 0.,14842611
SreaXker ¥ 3Subject ¥ 0,820056431
Tonic * 3Subject 4 21,98152161
Speaker * Tople * Subject 1 1,.46955031
_Residual 106 2,48357294
Potzal 313

#31znificant a2t the .05 level

F-RATIO

1,182
0,014
0.246
0,058
04330
8,851
0,592
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ATPITUDZ CUANGE

'aBLs VI (Wise.,«Foolish) I'~rest Results
AUDIENCE
nmales : females
i} ] .
'_J
] T = 7,20 % = 6,50 I = 1,69%
SR '
H
o ©
5o % = 6,17 x = 68473 T = 1.34%
£

TaBLE VII (Good...32d)

AUDIENCI
m=2les females

()]

(]

9 ¥ = 7,10 X = 6.69 T = ,916
O @
e,
o o
= ¥ = 5,01 %X = Pall T = 2,50%

g
Pa3L3 VIII (Usaful...Useless)

audIznts
nzles femzales

(4]

—i

g ¥ = 6,91 ¥ = 6,15 ? = 1,58%
O o
o
3 &
= g Z = 5,97 ¥ = 7.02 T = 2.36*

#31izniflcant a2t the ,05 level



CHArIER V

CONCLUSIONS

I'he results of this study indicate that the content of
a speech, whether oriented to male or femzle interests, =2ffects
the amount of n2le and femzale retention and attitude chance,

A sicnificant interaction between the toriec of the sreech
and the sex of the auditor occurred for both retesntion and
attitule chan~e. Ii2les retzined more informatlion and were
persuadei less followinz ths persuasive speeéh orientad to n2le
interests than followinz the speech oriented to female interests.
Sinilarly, the females rztained more and were pers:aded less
followinz the speech oriented to femzle interests than following
the s:eech oriented to male lnterests.

As nypothesized, male auditors retzinsd siznificantly
more information than the fezmale aulitors fronm the —2le-oriented
steech, Females retained slizntly more inforrmation than the
males from taz fem2le-orientsd speech.

In addition, on three of ths five attituile scales,
femzles chanzed their attituiles siznificantly more thzn the
males on ths mzle-oriented to.lec. iizles chansed tnelr zttitules
more thzn the females on the tihree scalss; the resvlts of two
of these secales reazched thes .05 leval of sisgnificznce,

s majority of the ezperiments in the areas of nale and
femzle ret=ntion andi attitule chznze conducted »rior to tals
study fzlled to determine the 1interest each of the sexes had

in the spsech tozic. TIhe frequently-made conclusions that
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females chanse thelr attituies more ani retain less information
than m2les followinz an or2l communication are not suo-orted by
the results of this study. Females seem to be more persuasible
and retain less information when the toric is male-oriented,
but not when it 1is female-oriented., This study, in fact, is

one of the first to show 2 significantly greater degree of m2le

attitule chanze, and sli~htly lower retention scores than
females when the toosle is fem=2le-oriented, This 1s consistent
with the orizinzl hypotheses,

The implication for future research is obvious. In order
to construct & valid experimental desizn to measure male and
female retesntion, attitude ehange, or both, one must take into
account the interest of ezch of the sexes in the toxic or

tocics szlescted for use in the study.
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AP2ENDIX A

IZXT OF Id3 BR:EAST F2ZDING SFZECH

sost of us have at one time looked forward to marrying
ani startint 2 family of our own. We anticipate such decisions
as 20 many cnildren we would like to have, or approxinately
how far arzart in age we think they should be, Houever, there
is anothar im-ortant deciszion wnich you will ‘have to make, znd
one walea you should conslder carefully: the decision to bottle
feed or oreast feed your baby. To ensure zood hez2lta and well-
beiny for both the baby and its mother, breast feeding is_by
far the isest cholece to mzke,

3reast feeding is 2 natural cul:ination to the cycle of
pregnancy 2ni birth. The newborn suckles at its mothsr's brezst,
causing the release of the hormone oXytocin into the bhlood,
This, in turn, cusses ths nilXk sz2cs in the breast to contract
anl relezas2 nlli, The nors tas infant sucks, the =orae milk is
crodiucszd,

here are ssverzl reasons to choose brzzst feedins over
bottle feeding, liany new motaers fsel thé best rezson to nurse

& child is a2 personzl one - 2 desire on the rart of the mother

to nourish the infant from her own body, ZSvelyn Z2nter, in an

ot

article written for rfar=nt's lizgazine, describes her personzl

exreriencs tita DPrez=st fsedin~ her c¢illd, 3he found nursinz

Y
<
D
H

7 reuzrding experlenes ewotlonzlly. The fulflillment of
sharinz asr body wita her baby was to her, zs to many mothers,
the best rezzon to casose to breant feed,

fne -otaecr'z sorsonxl fulfillrent is only one of tihe
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beneflts of brezst feedlng, however, Studles iniieate tint

/

there is 2130 2an imcrovensnt in the mother's rhysiolozicnl
well=beine, ﬁomen.wno nurse are less likely to develop

brezast cancer later in 1life, Further, sucklinz causes the
uterus to contract, hastsning its return to pre-pregnant size,
and lesseninz the cizances of uterine heworrhazinz, The Tother,
tnen, benzfits both psycholozic2lly and ﬁhysiolo*ic 1ly in
cnoosinz to breast feei her chlld,

’ne neiborz also benefitz. 4according to "Facts About
Breast Fsziing", 2 pﬁ:;hlet cublisihed by iiead Joiinson ang
Company walca is distributsd to new or rrospective parents by
pedlatricizans 2eross thae country, breast feedinz 2ssures the
baby excellent nutrition, HNaturs precares hner forzulz to fit
tne caild's n=eds, Cow's nmillz, in cozxvarison, has sm2ller

of ths essential vitsoins 4, C, and Z than brozst

2mount

[F}]

nill, an infant 720 is not brazst fed rill resulrs vitanin

sunzlemenis very soon 2fter birth to ensurs 2dejquate nutrition,

-

as tas infznt Trows, the susply of nillr produced by its
mobiey Inspacson ani-aijusts to his d9“°D13. 2roast aill’,
unliks coii's =11, is na2turally a2t thas zrorar tamzerature, =nd
almost no preéaration error or contamination is possible.

Jot only does brezst feeding ensure a nutritional diet
walca 13 well-prezared, but bdbreast-fed Infznts are z2lso less
1likely to develo:> such dilzestive upsets 2as dizrrhe=z, collc,
ani-consti;ation. 3zbizs dizsat mothsr's —il¥ much more ecsily
than they 4izest cow's =miliz, Cow's nlillr, waleh 13 denze znid
nard to dicest, 13 one of taz uring w323 of dire=ziive

upsets in thc vary younz, Huaan 2il'c hos speel:zl shyzlexl
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properties walch allow 1t to form a soft ani easily-digestible
curi in the infant's alimentary tract. In adiltion, breast
milk contz2ins antlboiles to help the newborn resist allerxies,
infections, 2nd viruses that cause colds anil measles,

Ihe millz proiuced in its mother's breast 1s the best
~nourilshament 2 baby can receive, Not only 1s it more nutri-
tional than cow's milk, it prevents many dizestive upsets and
minor illnesses conmzon to newborns., The motaner benefits both
emotionally andi pnysioloziezlly, ani both mother and father
are assured taat taeir child is receiving nilk which is well-
prepared anl free from contamination,

dnen you as futurs parents begzin your fzmilies, you must
choose to breast fz2ed or bottle feed your'children. For hzappier,
healthier, child ani mother, choose breast feedins., You'll never

rezret your decision,
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APrINDIX B

TaXI OF Iz A0PaA3Y ENGINZ 3Sriicld

The years remainin~ in this decade may be the nmost
remarkable in the history of tne automobile. Changes in
emission and safety standaris will make future vehlcles very
different from the cars we are now drivinsg, The rotary engine,
with its smootaness 2nd high-speed accelerztion, is the engine
you shnould demani in your next car.,

The rotary engine was first procosed Ey James Watt in
the 1750's, ani since that time several prototypes have been
desizned =2nd built, Felix dJankel, =z self-tausght engineef,
assemblei these idezs, combined them with hls own, z2ni developed
in 1958 wnat we now know as the rotary-engine. Others became
interestei in his work until now, virtually every car builde
in the worli has a license to build rotary enzines, or is
nezotlating one, lazda currently 1s the only car in the United
States waleh uses 2 rotary enzine, Generzl flotors is presently
working on 2 rotzry-covwered Veza, walca they nops to oresent
to ths public next ys2r. Other aAmerican car maznufactursrs will
undoubtedly follow suit in a very sinort time,

To understand the advantazes of the rotary enzine over the
convgntional'engine, you must first understand the basie
struetures of the rotary ensine, Ine heart of thz enzine is an
encloszd chzmber contzining a trianzular rotor whose sides allow

three phas

[

3 of ths combustion iLrocess to occur sinultznasously.
On onz side tas fuel-air —ixture is 4drawn into the enxine and

conpressed, On tas second side, iznition and gzas expansion
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takes place, 2anl on tie talri burned zasses are exhausted,

In‘the rotairy enzgine, then, the rotor replaces the :iston.
It spins in one dirsction and useful power is generated
directly, ~hat advantases are offered by the rotary encsine, or
sanXel enzine, as it is often called?

First, tae engline is small in size, It can be as nuch
as one-nalf tne size of the converitional engine, Thnis reduc-
tion in 2ass meszns room for safety'systems, less weigat, and
an oprortunity for proiuction of substantizlly sm2ller zuto-
mobiles, -thica would still trovide comfort and ample lez room,

In aidition to its small size, it is economical, There
are fewer zieces to the rotzry encine, 600 as compared to over
1,000 in a V-8, z2ni there are only two moﬁing rarts, A simpler
enzine, containins fewer moving nparts, will obviously rezuire
less monay szent on renairs,

The rotor sez2l1, the part nost likely to wezar, is nor rzted
for 6,002 =miles of uss., 30ad lest i©azazine took a iazda rotary
enzine apart after 50,000 miles 2ni rerorted the sezl wear uzas
so low it ~rojected 150,000 niles of use, .Jhen the sezls n=sed
to be raclaced, it only costs about $220 to 3350, ths cost of
a vzlve job on 2 V-5 enzine,

Th2 enzgine 21so cuts down on pollution., i2azda successfully
demonstrated 1its ability to meet Z,2.,4.'s risorous emissions
stanlards for 1%75. after 50,000 miles the “a2zda was puttins
out only onre-nalf the mzximu~w level of hydrocarbons anl only
one=tihiri t.ie égxlmua anount of oxides of nitrozen, Jazda's
rotary enxine aas twin s22rc wlugs for better combustion,

resultinz: in fewer unburnel nydrocarbonz walcn are o2 jor cori=



tributors to our 2ir rollution rroblem,

he rotary ensine is sm211, economical po use, ani cuts
down on pollution.. In a2idition, 1t proiduces as much or more
rvower taan tae conventionzl zsnzine, ani 1ls smooth-runnins,
Mazda Ai2 and liazdz2 3K3, walch account for most of 2zda sales
in ths United 3tatss, can z2ceslerzte from 0 to 7,000 rpm
without a aint of effort or stress, You needn't saerifice
comfort and cower for a nore co-pact, econozlcal ensgine,

On the rozl the rotary enzine means less fuel consunp-
tion, lzss conzestion, less smoz, a2ni easier za2rking. The
American car manufzcturars will very soon be offerinzT you 2
ehoice batresn tas rotary entine ani the reciprocatinzg enzine,

3ave monav 2ni the snvironment - choose a rotary enzine,
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APPENDIX C

INSTRUCTION SdA.32T

Name

INSTRUCILIONS

The purcose of this questionnalire is to evaluate possible
speecn tories for use in Oral Comzunications courses, On the
followinz pages you will find topics to be rated, and beneath
each 2 set of scz2lss., Use the various spaces on the scale as
follows: 4an (x) at one end of the scale means “extremely".
For examole, if you bellieve that thé thing beinz rated 1is

extremely larze, mark the scale 1n this manner:

tsrall

larze: )( s s : : H

An (%) in the second position from the end means “quite", 4n
(z) in the third position froz elthzer end means "slizghtly"®. An
(z) in tas =ilile position msans “uniecidei®, "neutr=1", or that
the scals ioeé not ap:sly to the talng being rated.

#le2se place all (x)'s in tas milldle of tae spaces, not on
tne i1ivids=3., Only one (x) should bs marked for euzca sczls,
clezse ans er evary scale,

2hznlz you for your nelz,



APPENDIX D
RASTENTION TEZST - 33EAST FE:DING

Name

Instructions: Circls the correct answer or answers for each of

1,

24

3

S

the following questions. There may be nore than
one correct answer for ezacn question, Be sure to
circle all correct answers, omnltting any that are
incorrsct. =roints will be subtrzcted for e=zch
incorrect answer circled.

3reast-fed infants, in comparison to bottls-fed infants, are
less likely to develon: (=2) =2llergies, - (b) measles,
(¢) d4izarrhea,

“hen a nerborn suckles at its mother's breast, the hormone
released into the blooistre2m is: (2) estrogen, (b) oprozes-
terone, (c) oxytocin,

lis. 3vel:m Kanter: (2) wrote an article for Parents Jlazazins,
(b) wrotz =2 pamphlet entitled “rFacts about 3reast Feedinz",

fs

(c)

escribes the nezzativs aspects of bottle feedinz,

Uterine aemorraazinz: (a) is increased by the suclkling of
an infz2nt, (b) is decrszassd by tae suckling of an infant,
(¢) is unzffectzd by the sucklinz of an infant,

fhe uamonlat entitled "Facts about 3Brezast reedinz" asserts
thzt: (2) breast fesiinz assur:zs tae infant adequzate nufri-
tion, (b) brsast feedinz benefits the mother emotionally,
(¢) bottle fsedin~ is =2lways inferior to breast fzedinsg.

hor—onas into the blood causes: (2) relarzation

me relezs32 of h
of tac =11 sacs, (%) contrsction of the =ilk szes, (e¢) no
garticular effect on the =1l sacs,

AN3AAerss

1, A,B,C 2, C 3.4 b,B3B 5.4 6,38
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AFPPENIIX B
AZLZNTION Q&30 - dAClalY ENGINE

Name

Instructions: Cirecle ths correct answer or answers for ezch of

1.

2,

3.

b,

the followin~ questions., There may be more than
one correct answer for eacn guestion, 3Be sure
to circle 211 correct answers, omittinz any that

are incorrect., <rFoints will be subtracited for ezch

incorrect answer circled.

Phe rotary enzine was first proposed by: (a) Felix .ankel,
(o) James iatt, (c¢) General :otors,

Tae rotary engine, &s compared to the conventiorz2l engine,
can be as muea 2s:  (2) 1/ its size, (b) 1/3 its size,
(e) 1/2 its size,

e rotary engine has: (a) 2 Toving »arts, (b) 3 moving
parts, (c) 4 moving zartse-

Jhe rotarr enzine crovides better combustion thzan the con-
ventioﬁal'en~ine, rzsultinz in: (a) ferer oxides.of ritro-
zen, () fewer unburnsl nydrocarbons, (c) fewer burned
hydiroczrbons,

,000 —ieces in a convention2l enzine, while 2
ns has only: (a) 400, (b) 5%0, (c) 600.

dniea of the followin> autormobiles contzins a rotary snzine?
(2) rzzdz 343, (b) Mazd2 46, (c) iazda 342,

1. B 2l c 3. “X Ll’| A'B 5. C 6. ﬂ’c
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APPEDIX F

ATITUDZ TiS@l - 3Siza3l FIEDING

Instructions: Please ra2te the following speech toric on the
basis of tne attitude you hold toward 1it.

BRIAST FIZLIING

: bad

good: H :

ussfuls : tuseless

[
-
-
..
..

t—eaningful

meanincless:

twise

foolish:

suninvortant

'_.h
=]
'3
o]
H
o
{0
=
ci
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AFFENDIX G

AalfITUIE P23l - Q0TARY EnGILHs

Instructions: flease rate the following sreech tonic on the
basis of the attitude you hold toward it.

I3 ROTARY ZHGINS

good: H ! 3 t : t sbad
useful: : ] $ : : s tuseless
reaninzless: : 3 s : : : smeaningful
foolisnhs : $ : $ 3 3 twise

important: H 3

=

=

i)
K$)

(o]

-

ct
0

=

ct
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APPENDIX H

Erd0s 3CALE

Instructions: irlease rate the speaker to whom you have just
listened on each of the ciaaracteristics listed

below:
safet H : : H H : sunsafe
just: H H H : 3 3 tun just
kinds t : : : sunkind
friendly: : 3 : s tunfriendly
honest: 3 t : : H : idishonest
trzined: i : : : : . :untrained
exrerienced: $ : H ? s : tinexperierced
skilled: H : : s $ t sunskilled
quzlified: : : : : sunqualified
inforned: : : : : ! $ tuninformed
azgressive: : : 3 g : : imeeXk
emvathlc: H : : : ! H theslitant
bold: : H : : t t1tinid
active: $ 3 : $ 1massive
energetic: 1 1 : 1 1 ttired
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revious rcsearch in the areas of male and female
retention and attitude chanse following an oral communication
indiecatzs that femﬁle subjects retain siznificantly less of
the content of a spsech, yet chanze thelr attitudes more than
the n2le subjects, aAn exanmination of these studies revezls
that interest in the speecn topic selected has not been included
as an inderendent variable,

It was hypothesized, therefore, that thé interest of each
of the sexes in the speech toplic would influence the amount of
retention and attitule change produced. Femzale subjects would
retain more nmaterizl and caange their attitudes less than
males on 2 topic oriented to femz2le interests, and male
subjects would rstain more material and change their attitudes
less than femz2les on a2 male-orisnted tovie,

7o sz2sech tories were selected for use in the expsriment:

2

one oriented to expressed mz2le interests, 2nd one to expressed

femzle intcrests. Soth 2 male ani =2 female speakser recorded

v,

eacn of ths two steeches, 3tulents in the Orzl Commnunications
courses 2t iansas 3tate Uzlversity served as subjectz for the
stuily, JIlhacsy indieztzd tanelr attitudes toward each of the toniecs,

a2ni, tw7o weezs later, complsted an zattitude scale and s reten-

ct
Hn
o
5
ot
]
)]
cr
l«.h
5
4
D
P
e
W
ot
Nl
[
o8
W
-
chk
D

r listeninz to one of the recordied

The rcsults of the exrzeriment confirn the orlzinzl hypotheses,

jar
Hh
l._h
Q
o

an interaction sizn ant =zt the .05 levzl of probability was

obszrvsl betreen the toric of the s.eech anl the sex of the

aulitor for both refention anil attitvde chanze,



