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In writing on the subjsct of "Makingé a Newspaper”
from a psychological wiew, it will not be necessary to dwell
upon.%he mechanical work of the print shop or the kinds of
presses and machinery required to run a newspaper. i-is
apparent that the best available machinery should be used.

Qur plan is t¢ consider a peper from a printer's view also
the style and arrandements of its contents, especially %ith
ite relation %o the mind,

We go back to the Ancient Assyrian Nations, 'and we
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see in the undecayed bricks of the tower of Babylon fidures and
hyeroglyphics stamped upon them, and our minds at once revert

to the primeval times when the stampind of these taeblets was

.

he only mode of prin

ind. The result of this crude method
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serves us with a history of the days of old. It is here we
bedin to see the relation of printind to the humén mind,

The ancients found it necessary to provide some
method to aid them in keeping a record of their times, and
‘while these tablets served this purpose to a dedree, this mode
of printing was absolutely useless as a medium through which
1iterature and learning could bs widely propadated.. 30 we see,
as time rolled on, the imadinative Paculty of the mind was

aroused and we reach the period, four centuries ado, when Guttenburg
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made the simple yet marvelous invention of movable twpes. By thi

art every letter or character of the alphabet was separabte and

R s



/6

capable of beind arranded into words and sentences, thus saving
the labor of carwing  tvpe for each pade to be printed, From
this time on we find that the art of printing has kept pace with
a3l other improvements and inventions and today it seems to have
almeost reached perfection.

The modern newspapers are bthe dreatest educabors of ,
the people, especially of the common people who are so occupied
that thev find but little time Tor rsadind books, even if they
were available. On the other hand the presses are turning oulb
fabulous numbers of newspapers which, on account of their trifling
cost, F£ind their way into the humble home as well as $0 the mane-
sicn of the millionaire. The statesman, the business man, the
commercial man and the common laborer alike derive knowledde fron
the heterogensous list of newspapers. These paperS'vary 155
guality as do the minds and intellects of their editoms. Now we do

do not say that a college education is necessary to make a succesw
ful newspaper man. But an editor should be a well learned man, as
should any one to be esquipped properly for his 1life work.

Pope says "B littlellearning is & danderous thing", thatb
we should "guaff deep from the Pierian Spring".

Above all, the editor should have a mind trained %o
think along right lines that his colunns may reflect a good moral
gsentiment. That his influence may be for honesiv, sobriety and

patriobism. When these "beatitudes" are infused and imbibed by




Certainly all

the world is drowind better.

%he reading publiec,
are not endowed with knowledde alike, but the proper gfwaining
as is shown by the

Tastes also differ,
Some are of uncertain

the other

will obviate this,
On
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varieties of newspapsrs of the dawy.
even trashy and decidedly "weekly®.

sentiment,
hand, there are those of high moral tone that edify and instruct
The madazine supple-

in themselves,
their colored

v dailies,
8 2thing

and which are an education
eitbn
are

gsome of the larder
travels,

ment of
giving history, romance, and poebtry,
ive reviews of new
ligteratube.

of beauty"™ and mmy be a "joy forever"
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books and stimulate a taste for the bes
But there are different spheres of

and %he country paper can weild a wide influence, and

should give his readers the best his denius can produce of matter
reguirementus,

that is suited to their menbal
There are many bthinds that should be depreeated in our
them. There is a tendency

I will mention some of

newspapers.
to evolve a hatred and contempt for our public officers, of those

% of lanagchyw:
crimes and suicides
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a spir

high in our national dovernment, which impresses the minds of the

of

more ignorant and endenders
the account
the minds of fthe: weak and
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Also the dossip affairs and bickerinds of the town or

is debasging and danderous,

ignoriant.
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neighboerhood should never be given room in its columns. And not

only should they be elean in their contents, but their make-up

as well should be neat and attractive.. The first pade is the

nogt #mporbant-and should be arranded in a manner that is pleasing
N

to the eve. If "ads" are placed on the first pade they should be

ﬁell displaved (the nade should balance). Another feasture that

will dive a good effect is a full pade of local news, well made up,

with a poem or cut set with a neat border, placed in a not too con-

spicuous posibtion.

A display line across the top of the readind matter,
just under the head and date line, is an attractive feature, and
serves as a record of some current event. When no advertise—
ments appear on the first pade, it indicates a g€ood newspaper and
is a unique featﬁre.

The effects of the appearance of a paper should be
studied, for ons becomes 50 gccustqmed to the arrandement of
srticles in their own paper as to form an' atbtachment fer it.

The make-up depends on the taste and juddement of the
printer, and his efforts should be aided by clean type and proper

machinery, and all the paraphanalia should bs kept in perfect

order.
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Articles should be prepeely headed, diving the subject;

that the reader may at once know whether he is interested enough
to spend time rsading it or not.. This is often overdone by
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making the headlines more sensabtional than the truth justifies.

Then the advertisind columns should bs made attractive,
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hig is due %0 patrons ‘who pawv for space and expect remuneration
fhom it.

Writindg "ads™ is an art that demands both genius and
talent, and many cunning devices are used to induce the reading of
advertisements, that would otherwise be passed by. For instance,
a cut representind & man dying in front of a bank building with
these head lines, " A run on %he bank,"and it was a pathetic storw
of how & man had fallen dead from heart disease and the first
passer by stoppsd, and one and another, while others who happened
to be depositors noticed the excitement and thoudht it .a<run om the
bank and they riished pell mell and demanded their deposits, and
broke the bank, adl because this one man had failed to take a cerw
tain kind of patent medicine. Another, a wrecked vessel because
of a"dead man ah¢ the helm.” This was some other nostrum that
every body oudht to take. But, after all, there are many littls
sems of thought thus emploved and it brings thé editor the where-
with 2ll %o buy his daily bread, and embellishes his paper with

attractive pictures, and does notb hinder him from divind the legdit~




imate news and information that will benefit his subscribers.

The news columns should have the births and weddings.
The social functions, in fact the coming and doindg the up gisings
and down sittinds, and every ibem that perbtains to the villade
or city and thus i% will be almost indispensable to the demands of
the denizens of the place. And in these busy times take the place
of a letter %o an absent friend.

We are led to believe that the newspaper is a dreat
blessind in more wa®s than one, We believe it puts a restrietion
on evil doers, who fear exposure, for nowadavs the news reporbter
seems omnipresent, and in order to protect the public it becomes a
duty to expose the perpetrators of wrong, that they may duard
against then. This is a part of the hidh mission of the news-
paper press as well as to accouaint the peovle with the living
igsues of the daw, with the best thoughi, the high aspirations,
the latest inventions, the deeat adventures, the bravery of our
sogldiers, and their victories.

The editor should also take heed to publish the progdress
of our schools and colledes. The triumphs to be won by higdher
education. The beauty and fertility of the counbtrv. Above all
the editor should have opinions of his own and express them, never

failing to discountenance evil and emulate the right.
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In short= he should be a'bureau of information", ready to

reply to inguiries in an intellident manner, that he may be
relied upon and command the respect and confidence of his readers.
For, do am they may, the editors of today are mouldind the thoudht
of this geeat country. They cannot escape the responsibility
and,’ be it said to their sredit, the fruits of their labors are
evidenced by the intelligence of the psople of this Commonwealth.

For where to be found so well informed a people, s0 enlidhb.-

ened and cultured, even amond the yeomanry of Lhe United States?




