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Preface

Communist China today exercises strict theatre censorship. The tradi-
tional Chinese dramas have been replaced by a new form called Modern Revolu-
tionary Peking Opera. These dramas, which closely follow the Chinese Communist.
Party line, represent the final realization of the principles set forth in

Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art by Chairman Mao Tse-tung. Since

the Cultural Revolution began in 1966, such close censorship has been enforced
that of many revolutionary operas only eight model works in 1971 have the
approval of the Chinese Communist Party, and only these eight works may be
performed in the theatres of China today. According to Daniel S. P. Yang in
his article '"Censorship: Eight Model Works,'" '"Chinese audiences have virtually
no choice but to attend an extremely limited repertoire of theatrical works,
each propagating a specific revolutionary theme.“] These officially approved
works, according to Mr. Yang, include four dramas on a revolutionary theme,

On the Docks, The Red Lantern, Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy, and Shachia-

pang, two revolutionary modern ballets, The Red Detachment of women2 and The

White Haired Gir), and musical versions of the dramas Shachiapang and The Red

Lantern. The scripts of the four dramas have been published in English trans-
lations which have the official approval of the Chinese Communist Party.

Jan C. Ting, an American citizen, traveled in the People's Republic of

China in September and October of 1971. In his book, An American in China, he
comments on the impact of this new art form on mass culture. 'Today color

posters from the ballet Red Detachment of Women and the Peking Operas Red Lan-

tern and Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy are at least as widely exhibited as




3 Ting had

pictures of Chairman Mao, and that means they are seen everywhere.'
an oppertunity to view the stage presentations and the film versions at the
Chinese theatres. He comments that '... the stage and film versions are iden-
tical and play to capacity audiences. The audiences were familiar with the
songs in the dramas because of frequent radio renditions and often sang along
with the performers.”h These dramas entertain the Chinese audiences in addi-
tion to educating and uniting them to the Chinese Communist Party philosophy.

Since 1966 Chiang Ching, the wife of Chairman Mao, has been arbiter of
Chinese art and literature. She personally has supervised the creation and
revision of the model revolutionary works by theatre groups according to the
principles set up by Chairman Mao. The dramas are didactic and, in their use
of contemporary themes, present the ideals of the Chinese Communist Party
philosophy.

Since these didactic dramas exert an overwhelming influence on the daily
lives of the Chinese people, an examination of the persuasive techniques
utilized in them could help us understand the means constructed to persuade the
Chinese audiences. The purpose of this study is to make an examination of the
four didactic dramas,

The study will be divided into seven chapters. Since drama should not be
studied in isolation from the society that produced it and since these works
are an integral part of the total Communist revolutionary scheme, chapter one
will contain the following information. A historical sketch of Mac Tse-tung's
rise to power in China will serve as background for understanding the wide-
spread acceptance of his principles. Certain stylistic devices from the tradi-
tional Chinese Operas are incorporated In the new art form, therefore a summary

of basic characteristics of traditional opera will be included. The objectives



for literature and art as presented by Chairman Mac in his Talks at the Yenan

Forum on Literature and Art will be analyzed because it is in these Talks that

the principal criteria are established by which the dramas were constructed.
Chapter two will contain an explanation of the method of analysis. The method
will focus on the concept of identification and the tools for analysis will
include principles of rhetoric from Aristotle to contemporary rhetorical cri-

tics. Chapters three through six will contain an analysis of each of the

modern revolutionary dramas, The Red Lantern, Shachiapang, Taking Tiger Moun-

tain by Strateagy, and On the Docks. The results of the study and a conclusion

will be drawn up in chapter seven.
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History and Background

Communist China today, a country of 800 million people, is an unusual
mixture of Marxist-Leninist ideology and romantic folk stories of guerrilla
armies led by a charismatic idealist named Mao Tse-tung. This leader of today's
China has focused his political ideas in the following quotation and has set
the objectives for art and literature in relation to the proletarian revolution
in China. '"In the world today all culture, all art and literature belong to
definite classes and follow political lines. There is in reality no such thing
as art for art's sake, art which stands above classes or art which runs paral-
lel to or remains independent of politics. Proletarian art and literature are
part of the entire cause of proletarian revolution, and in the words of Lenin,
'cogs and wheels in the whole machine.' Therefore, the Party's artistic and
literary activity occupies a definite and assigned position in the Party's
total revolutionary period.“l In order to understand the influence of Mac
Tse-tung on Chinese culture a brief summary of events that led to his rise to
the powerful position as leader of Chinese Communist Party is needed.

The Chinese Republic was founded in 1911 after a revolution led by Sun

Yat-sen, an American-educated physician, succeeded in overthrowing the Empress
Dowager Tsu-hsi's dynasty and the last vestige of hereditary rule in Chipa.
The Nationalist Party of Dr. Sun and General Chaing Kai-shek inherited a nation
in conflict. Strong anti-government feeling on the part of university students
in Peking in 1819 initiated an intellectual and cultural revolution on May 4 of
that year. The debate and controversy that followed resulted in the creation

of the Chinese Communist Party on July 1, 1921. Among the dozen delegates at



the founding mecting in Shanghai was Mao Tse-tung. The Communists worked
closely with the Nationalists until 1927 when a split occurred. In 1931 the
Chinese Soviet Republic in Kiangsi Province was established with Mac Tse-tung
as Chairman. in 1934 General Chaing Kai-shek directed an offensive against the
Kiangsi Soviet. One hundred thousand Chinese Communists broke away from this
Nationalist offénsive and began a 6,000 mile retreat on foot through eleven
provinces battling Nationalists, warlords and local tribes. This epic trek
created the legend of the Long March, which symbolizes the vast scale and
youthful vitality of revolutionary China today. One year later Mao Tse-tung
led 8,000 survivors to a new base area in northern Shensi province called
Yenan.

In the late 1930's a shaky compromise was negotiated and the two con-
flicting armies were united against their common enemy, the Japanese invader.
After Japan was defeated abruptly on all fronts in 1945, the Communists and
Nationalists with the aid of foreign emissaries made an unsuccessful effort to
establish a coalition government in China. The ideological differences between
the two groups of Chinese were too great to continue unresolved, and fighting
again broke out, Finally, defeat of the weaker Nationalist government by Mao's
well-armed Communists in 1949 completed the War of Liberation for China. On
October 1, 1943, Mao Tse-tung stood atop the Gate of Heavenly Peace in Peking
and announced the establishment of the People's Republic of China.

The Republic had been proclaimed, but actually winning the hearts and
minds of the masses to the revolutionary ideals was not something that could
be proclaimed. This winning of men's minds was a matter which required careful
plans and manipulation. Mao Tse-tung was the dominant force in outlining plans

for the establishment of a Communist state in China. By the time Mao took



uncontested leadership of the Chinese Communist Party in 1935, he had already
begun to call upon writers to further the revolutionary cause through intensive

propaganda for remoulding the masses ideologically. The Talks at the Yenan

Forum on Art and Literature presented in 1942 contained the most significant

statements of Mao's proposed use of literature as an integral part of thé Red
Army's political work. In the years preceding the Talks many revolutionary
literary and art workers had come to Yenan. There was no clear-cut orientation-
for these writers. They were not united in a way to bring literature and art
to the masses in order to unite and educate them.. An article in the September,

1966, issue of China Reconstructs titled Studying Talks at the Yenan Forum on

Literature and Art discussed Mao's purpose for delivering his Talks.

Chairman Mao delivered his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature

and Art in order to systematically summarize the experiences gained
by revolutionary literature and art since the May 4th Movement,
eliminate the influence of the ideas of the literature and art of

the "thirties,' repudiate the literacy and art line of the bourgecisie
and petty-bourgeoisie, oppose the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
idecological trends in the ranks of the revolutionary literary and

art workers, and solve a series of fundamental questions of prole-
tarian revolutionary art and literature, such as that literature

and art must serve the workers, peasants and soldiers and that
literary and art workers must become one with workers, peasants

and soldiers. With this brilliant work as their weapon, the literary
and art workers in Yenan and in the other anti-Japanese base areas
behind the enemy line launched a large-scale rectification movement.

Mao had written a theory of art for the masses that was clear, direct and
related to practice and as a result the Talks became the basic text for artists
and writers and served to focus their orientation along the party.line.

The emphasis for art and literature was focused on the creation of a new
revolutionary art form that would serve the masses. Although stories and poems
were written depicting the struggles of the people, drama received the greatest
attention, and such complete revisions and corrections were made of the tradi-

tional Peking Operas that a new type of drama based .on contemporary themes and



closely allied with the political ideology of the Chinese Communist Party
finally emerged. In order to understand this metamorphosis certaln stylistic
devices typical of traditional drama which were incorporated into the revolu-
tionary dramas will be described.

The traditional Peking Opera in its highly stylized form developed during
the rule of the Manchus in the nineteenth century. -The best performing com-
- panies were located in the capitol and hence the name Peking Opera. Faubion

Bowers in his book, Theater in the East, defines this form as '"musical tragedy

with comic interludes.”3 Yet, in a formal sense the Chinese opera was a clas-
sical theatre and operated with an enormous number of conventions, customs,
rules and regulations. The audience through long experience with the theatre
could appreciate its highly stylized form. First and most.important was the
subject matter of the operas. The opera was divided into military and civilian
plays. 'Military plays are heroic, full of loyal generals, glorious emperors,
wise government officials, all of whom struggle against traitorous, opposing
forces. Civil plays concern themselves with domestic joy or sorrow, filial
piety, faithful wives, and the effect of ghosts and spirits on the lives of
ordinary people. Nearly all plots are drawn from historical events or inci-
dents out of classical novels.”h

The plot in the military play usually dealt with good versus evil, while
in the civil play abuse and deceit were the themes. The question of virtue was
often investigated, and revenge was the tactic employed for righting moral
wrongs. Another characteristic of the traditional opera was that the actor
played stylized character types whose mannerisms were clearly prescribed. This
system of role-types served as a substitute for characterization, and as a

result, the characters were basically one-dimensional.



Faubion Bowers in his book, Theater in the East, explains what consti-

tutes a 'role type' in the traditional Peking Opera. 'In Chinese opera a role
type presents a total of all the aspects which suit a character. When a man is
bad, he stops at nothing; when he is virtuous, little that Is admirable is
omitfed. The result is a concentrated essence or dramatic exteriorization
which leaves little room for human processes or psychological motivations.“6
For example, one traditional role-type was the warrior. Chien Hao-liang, an
actor well known in China for his military roles, plays the hero in The Red

Lantern. In an article in China Reconstructs he discusses his use of tradi-

tional warrior conventions in the modern Peking Opera. His "highly rhythmic,

slightly exaggerated movements and the erect, statuesque carriage“5 would
demonstrate to the audience that this was a fearless brave man.
The use of color in make-up also conveyed symbolic meaning. ''White is

for wickedness, red for loyalty, green and blue for demons and ruffians, black
7
¥

for uprightness, and purple for brigands. The lines were mainly sung; the
stage was bare except for the principal actor's personal backdrop. Most stage
properties were suggested in pantomime or were presented symbolically. The
language of the opera had a special vocabulary and was scarcely understandable
to the uneducated. However, in 1919 the vernacular was édopted for all
Jiterary and stage purposes.

The orchestra‘for the traditional theatre usually consisted of nine musi-
cians and fewer than fifteen musical instruments. The traditional melodies
reinforced the stylized roles of the characters.

However, Bower states that even before the Communists took over concerned

artists working in the opera realized a need to modernize the form. Through

the years several important reforms were made in the opera, ''... the music was
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softened, inconsistencies in the plots and characters reduced and made more
realistic, and the stories infused with social significance.“8
It was basically this traditional opera that concerned Mao Tse-tung when

he made his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Literature. The artists and

writers who were present to hear and discuss his ideas were the individuals who
would in a large part be carrying out his principles in drama reform. The fol-
lowing quotation sums up the opinion of literary critics about Mao's Talks.
""This brilliant work is not only the highest directive for literary and art
work but the highest directive for every revolutionary fighter, a sharp weapon
for remoulding our ideclogy and doing a good job of all work. [t is of exceed-
ingly great significance in guiding our ideclogical struggle to foster what is
proletarian and eradicate what is bourgeois and in helping us to develop a
throughgoing revolutionary world outlook."9

The Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art consists of two sec-

tions, an introduction presented at the opening of the forum and a conclusion
presented at its close. The important points in each section will be noted.
Mao states that the purpose for the meeting at which he delivered his
Talks is to devise a plan whereby art and literature can be integrated into the
movement for uniting and educating the people. The struégle on the cultural
front is a valuable part of the entire revolutionary struggle. The problems
that must be solved fall into five general categories: standpoint or political
position, attitude, audience, work and study. All artists and writers must
adopt the standpoint of the proletariat and the masses and adhere strictly to
the Party spirit and policies. There are three basic attitudes to be assumed
which are determined by the people to whom they are directed. Toward the enemy,

Japanese and all other enemies of the people, the task is to expose the cruelty



of their actions and the inevitability of their defeat. The attitude toward
the various allies should be a combination of alliance and criticism. The
masses of the people should be praised for their toii and struggle, thereby
encouraging them to unite in the revolutionary effort. The audience to whom
this educational plan is directed is made up of workers, peasants, soldiers and
their cadres. Artists and writers must know and understand them well. They
must write in the people's language using words that are in popular usage.
They must remould their thoughts and feeling to become one with the masses,
Living and working with the masses wfil foster an identification with them.
Finally, the problem of study is concerned with a thoroughgoing knowledge of
Marxism~Leninism thought coupled with understanding the present conditions of
society today in China. Mao concludes the introduction by stating that “only
when these things are clearly grasped will our art and literature be rich in
content and correct in orientation.“lo
The second part or conclusion to the Talks was presented a month later
after the writers had debated the issues raised in the introduction. At this
point Mao makes it clear that he believes abstract definitions of art are use-
less criteria for what art and literature consist of, The problem of what is
art and literature is determined from objective facts. There are two basic
problems stated by Mao that must be solved, 'l) working for the masses and 2)

nll Mao's answer to these problems comes in a five

how to work for the masses.
part restatement of his points in the introduction. Art and literature are

intended to serve the broadest masses of the people; specifically the writers
and artists must take the stand of the proletariat and they must Incorporate

the emotions, manners, and language of the masses into art and literature. To

reinforce this point Mao quotes Lu Hsun, a Chinese Communist writer with views
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similar to his own. Lu Hsun said, "If we all place our aim in the broad masses
of workers and peasants, our front of course will be unit.c:d.."‘2 The question
of how to serve the masses is answered by a popularization and extending of art
and literature among the people and in the process elevating their level of
artistic and literary appreciation in the direction they themselves are advanc-
ing. The life of the people provides literature and art with the only source
of subject matter. Mao addresses himself specifically to this topic in the
following quotation.

An artistic or literary work is ideologically the product of the human

brain reflecting the life of a given society. Revolutionary art and

literature are the products of the brains of revolutionary artists

and writers reflecting the life of the people. In the life of the

people itself lies a mine of raw material for art and literature,

namely, things in their natural state, things crude, but also most

lively, rich and fundamental; in this sense, they throw all art and

literature into the s?gde and provide for them a unique and

inexhaustible source.

It is possible to learn from ancient and from foreign examples but they
must not be imitated. The artist must create a new art form based on his own
intimate association with the masses. The characters in literature must come
from real life and the action must be typical of their real life struggles.

Mao then addresses himself to the fusion of art and politics. Prole-
tarian art and literature are an essential part of the whole proletarian revo-
lution in the sense that they are one of the means of achieving that revolution.
The political experts lead the masses but the ideas expressed in literature and
art win the minds of the masses.

Some political criteria for evaluation of art are: 1. the facilitation
of unity among the masses, 2. the encouragement of resistance to the enemy,

and 3. the promotion of progress toward the correct party line. Therefore,

social effectiveness is one valid artistic and political criterion. Mao closes
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his Talks by calling for an effective campaign to rectify the problems that
have been discussed and for a creation of revolutionary literature and art.

In summary the criteria established for literature and art by the Chair-
man of the Chinese Communist Party in his most often quoted work on the topic
are:

1. Awutilitarian purpose--the literature must serve to unite the masses

by promoting correct images reflecting the Party line.

2. The subject matter should be the 1ife customs, habits, language and

struggles of the revolutionary people.

3. The enemies of the people must be exposed and the revolutionary

actions of the people praised.

L. Party politics must be an integral part of the art.

5. Traditional art forms may be incorporated only if they serve to

reinforce the Party policies.

Mao's intention is crystal clear. Literature and art must be didactic
and the literature must be deliberately spread widely in order to propagate the
principles of the Chinese Communist Party. The successful achievement of these
principles was not realized without conflict. In fact, much in-fighting among
artists, writers, and actors occurred before Mao's princfples were fully imple-
mented. The emphasis in drama, however, consistently moved toward themes that
depicted the contemp;rary man and his conversion to Communism,

Chiang Ching, the wife of Chairman Mao, has had great influence on the
development of the new revolutionary art form. Her intention was to see that
the principles established by Mao were utilized in the creation and performance
of drama. The following statements by Chiang Ching were made in a speech given

at the Forum of Theatrical Workers Participating in the Festival of Peking
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Opera on Contemporary Themes in July, 1964: 'We should create literature and
art which protect our socialist economic base . . . Theaters are places in
which to educate the people . . . We stress operas on revolutionary contem-
porary themes which reflect real life in the fifteen years since the founding
of the Chinese People's Republic and which create images of contemporary revo-
lutionary heroes on our operatic stage.“]h

Her thoughts represented a clear echo of Mao's principles established in
his Talks. She stressed the idea that the traditions of historical opera could
be preserved only if they support the creation of contemporary revolutionary
heroes on the stage. She said that the key to creative writing is a formation
of a three-way combination of the leadership of the Communist Party, the play-
wrights and the masses. The leadership is to set the scene, and the playwrights
must experience the real life struggles with the masses. The resulting opera,
written in the language of the people, must have a clear cut theme with a
tightly knit structure and striking characters. Traditional operas had a
balance between positive and negative characters. The modern operas should
place the emphasis on positive characters. 'We should place the emphasis on
creating artistic images of advanced revolutionaries so as to educate and
inspire the people and lead them forward. Our purpose iﬁ producing operas on
revolutionary contemporary themes is mainly to exalt the positive r:l'naracters."]5
The scripts must be revised over and over again until they are polished to per-
fection, reflecting Chairman Mao's principles. Her speech was climaxed with a
reminder that the revolution of Peking opera is an important part of China's

cultural revolution. Klaus Mehnert, a westerner who has known China for forty

years, recently published a book, China Returns, in which he makes his observa-

tions based on a 1971 visit to China. The following comment on Chiang Ching's
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speech is from his book. ''Opposition to her ideas was still so strong at that
time (1964) that her speech was not published untll three years later; today it
is one of the important documents of the development that led to the Cultural
Revolution."16 Daniel S. P, Yang in his article, 'Censorship: Eight Model
Works,'' also stresses the importance of Chiang Ching. ''Since 1966 Chiang Ching
has become the arbiter of Chinese art and literature. She personally supervised
the creation and revision of several 'model’ revo?utionafy theatrical works.“]7

She personally makes certain that the characters and themes conform to Mao's

principles as set forth in his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art.

Since the end of 1970 audiences have virtually no choice but to attend the pre-

sentations of this new art form. According to Yang, ''Communist China now

exercises probably the most rigid form of theater censorship in the world.“18
There are eight officially approved model works, each propagating a Spé-

cific revolutionary theme. ''Among the eight officially approved 'model works'

are four revolutionary modern Peking Operas, The Red Lantern, Shachiapang,
19
11

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy, and On the Docks. These examples of the

new art form have gone through many revisions. The scripts used in this study
have been published in English in Peking and have the official approval of the
Chinese Communist Party. The plays reach a wide audience in China because in
addition to frequent stage productions the plays have been made into films and
are shown in movie theatres and on television throughout the country. The
influence of these didactic dramas on the lives of the Chinese people cannot be
underestimated. Klaus Mehnert expresses his opinion on the effects of the
drama.

When we consider the unbelievably wide impact of the new theater--

the thousands of stage productions and movies; the hundreds of

thousands of amateur performances in schools, in factories, and
in villages; when we consider that the ''eight exemplary works'



are now the only ones in existence, and that the next generation
will know no other heritage-=-when we consider all this, it would
seem that never before in history has a single woman had so
incalculable an influence on the cultural lives of hundreds of
millions of people.

If Mao has shaped the spirit of the new China, then surely
Chiang Ching has shaped its siﬁle--and her influence will be
felt for a long time to come.

The Intent of the Communist Party in China is to educate the masses to
their point of view. Since dramas are used as a means of education, they must
necessarily contain elements of persuasion. The questions then arise as to:
1. What are the persuasive devices in the dramas? 2. How are they used to
persuade? 3. What are the images that are constructed to persuade the Chinese
audiences? 4, What concepts are presented to integrate and maintain social

order? The following chapter will explain a method of analysis for examining

these didactic dramas in order to answer the above questions.
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Methodology

The purpose of this chapter is to construct a method of rhetorical analy-

sis. Rhetoric as defined by Aristotle in The Rhetoric is ''the faculty (power)

of discovering in the particular case what are the available means of persua-
sion.”] The method of rhetorical analysis will be used to discover the means
of persuasion used in the didactic modern Peking operas.

Identification is the pivotal term In this method of rhetorical analysis.
It has been defined by sociologists as the acceptance of the values and inte-
rests of a social group as one's own and by psychologists as a process by which
a person ascribes to himself the qualities or characteristics of another per-

son.2 Hugh Duncan in his book, Communication and Social Order, presents a dis-

cussion of Kenneth Burke's ideas about identification which define the term
more precisely. Duncan says that the 'key term for rhetoric in Burke's usage

Il3

is not persuasion but identification. However, the relationship between the
two terms is very close, and identification and persuasion imply an audience.
Duncan explains in the following quotation the interlacing of the three terms.
'"Men use rhetoric, Burke argues, to persuade others (and themselves), through
address, to identify.”h For further clarificafion of the definition, Duncan
repeats Burke's cautioning that one should not confuse the concept of identifi-
cation with the idea of being identical or the same. Burke in his Rhetoric of
Motives defined identification. '"A is not identical with his colleague, B.

But in as far as their interests are joined, A is identified with B. Or, he
may identify himself with B even when their interests are not joined, if he

HS

assumes that they are, or is persuaded to believe so. Duncan expands this
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definition by explaining how a speaker or persuader can make use of this con-
cept. 'The speaker persuades through stylistic identification, in which he
tries to identify himself with the audience's interests; and the speaker in
turn draws on identification of interests to establish rapport between himself
and the audience.“6 When the audience has accepted and rejected the same ideas,
attitudes, and institutions that the speaker does, then identification has
occurred.

ldentification in this sense merges smoothly with the principles which

were described in chapter one that came out of Mao's Talks at the Yenan Forum

on Literature and Art. Specifically, the point that Mao repeats in this and in

many of his other works can be linked to the concept of identification. Mao
said that the dramas should be presented in the everyday language of the people,
and the themes should reflect the life, habits, customs, and struggles of the
revolutionary masses. Burke also expressed this idea in the following passage.
"You persuade a man only in so far as you can talk his language by speech, ges-
ture, tonality, order, image, attitude, idea, identifying your ways with his.“7
The link between Mao's directives for the creation of drama and the means by
which.persuasion is achieved as defined by Burke is clearly established in the

preceding quotation.

Duncan in his book, Symbols in Society, develops this concept further.

He states that ''identification is a dramatic process.”8 His statements cap-
suled in the following quotation confirm what Maoc must have sensed when he made
his Talks. *All legitimation of power rests, in the last analysis on the
acceptance of a style of life. We may usurp power through force, but we secure
victory only when the vanquished admire, honor, and finally, imitate our way of

llfe.“9 Mao does not see the masses of the Chinese people as the vanguished.
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Rather, he states that the outstanding characteristic of China's 600 million
people is that they are '‘poor and bianka”lo It is on this "blank sheet of
paper free from any mark”]1 that he intends to paint the images of successful
revolutionary action. Duncan sheds still more light on Mao's objectives when

in Symbols in Society he explains that ""audiences identify positively or nega-
12
11

tively with those seeking to gain or sustain power over them. Those people

in authority ''seek to create attitudes of obedience, loyalty, and devotion, in

ul3 Mao, then,

which the will of the superior becomes the duty of the inferior.
as the individual ir power, is using the didactic dramas as one means to soli~
dify and maintain social order. Identification in this definition can be secen
as a technique or means for achieving the end result of these didactic dramas
as well as the purpose for creating them.

The method employed here will be to discover the images, symbols, and
devices of group persuvasion that are displayed in the dramas and that create a
sense of identification between the audience and the total dramatic presenta-
tion. In other words, by use of the method the various means of identification
employed in the dramas in order to achlieve the end result will be located and
described.

One means of using identification as a rhetorical tool for locating the
images and as a result the underlying ideas is a technique described by Kenneth
Burke for discovering symbolic action. Stanley Hyman in his book, The Armed
Vision, describes Burke's use of this method of literary criticism. He says
that the most obvious clue or cue for discovering the symbolic content of a
work is imagery, ''particularly in associated 'clusters' of images of which the

14

mention of any one tends to inevitably call up others." What are these

images or symbols that this analysis will attempt to locate? William Rueckert
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in his book, Kenneth Burke and the Drama of Human Relations, presents Burke's

ideas on the meaning of images. According to Burke an 'image is a means the
writer may use to embody an essence . . . the essential meaning of an image,
term, or sound is equal to the sum of whatever it is identified or associated

k.”IS These clusters of images or associations of ideas can

with in a given wor
provide clues to the.unity and meaning of a work. Susan Langer in Feefing and
Form states her ideas concerning the meaning of an image and the function of an
image, 'The true power of the image lies in the fact that it is an abstraction,
a symbol, the bearer of an idea.“]6 According to her, then, the function of
the image is to express and communicate ideas. Burke states that "it is really
through his imagery that the poet makes most of his identificatlon and embodies

ny

and personalizes the essence he is imitating. He goes on to say that ''every

image identifies or associates some fixed subject with one or more persons,

places, things, ideas, qualities, attitudes, etc. . .”18

An image then is the
sum of whatever it is associated with in a given work and serves to communicate
ideas. The persons, places, things, ideas, qualities, and attitudes that sur-
round a character would contribute to the total image of that character in the
same sense that the characters contribute to the central idea of the drama. It
is the association of ideas that cluster together to creéte the image that will
be discovered; In the dramas one would expect them to take form in the words
and actions created for the characters. Therefore, the method will be to
select and describe those specific words and actions which, occurring fre-
quently in association with a character, cluster together to contribute to the
total image of the character. These total images then combine into the per-

suasive message of the drama.

After the images and ideas., qualities. actions that are associated with
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them have been located, a comparison of these images with a referent external

to the dramas will be made. The red book of Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse~-

tung contains quotations from the important writings of Mao. It is possible to
glean from this 'bible'" the virtues that Mao believes a good revolutionary
Chinese Communist Party member should possess. Since these revolutionary
Peking Operas are constructed to dramatize the teachings of Chairman Mao, the
virtues as described in the red book will be used as referent points for com-
parison and contrast of the images contained within the dramas.

An actor on stage demonstrating virtue according to Mao's concepts of
virtues would conceivably be a figure the audience would want to emulate.

Aristotle in The Rhetoric states that a virtuous speaker has a strong persua-

sive appeal. He lists the ethical position of the speaker as one of the pri-
mary means of persuasion.

The character (ethos) of the speaker is a cause of persuasion when
the speech is so uttered as to make him worthy of bellef, for as a
rule we trust men of probity more, and more quickly, about things
in general, while on points outside the realm of exact knowledge,
where opinion is divided, we trust them absolutely. This trust,
however, should be created by the speech itself, and not left to
depend upon an antecedent impression that the speaker is this kind
or that kind of man. It is not true, as some writers on the art
maintain, that probity of the speaker contributes nothing to his
persuasiveness; on the contrary, we might almost affirm that his
charaféer (ethos) is the most potent of all the means to persua-
sion.

Identification with the speaker by the audience will occur when, as Aris-
totle says, ''we think the speaker to be a man of a certain character--that is,
when he seems to be good, or well-disposed or both.”20 Duncan expands this
process to include identification with both sides of the coin. He states that
“style is an identification with a social order and as we respond to the man-
ners of others we are aware that they have not acted improperly as well as that

they have acted prOperly.”ZI Therefore, men will identify with good or evil,
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but they will identify.

It is necessary at this point to cite the salient virtues according to
Mao in order to have a basis for determining whether the dominant images dis-
play these admirable qualities. The following is a list of prominent virtues

from Quotations of Chairman Mao Tse-tung that are demonstrated most often in

the dramas. A quotation will follow each virtue presenting Mao's particular
definition of it.
Self~Reliance
""We stand for self-reliance.“22
"What we need is enthusiastic but calm state of mind and intense but
orderly work.“23
Caurage
""Be resolute, fear no sacrifice and surmount every difficulty to win
victory.“Zh
""Communists should be the most farsighted, the most self-sacrificing,
the most resolute . . .”25
""A good comrade is one who is more eager to go where the difficulties
are greater.“26
"People of the world, be courageous, dare to fight, defy difficulties
and advance wave upon wave.”27
Loyalty
""As we Chinese Communists, who base all our actions on the highest
interests of the broadest masses of the Chinese people and who are
fully convinced of the justice of our cause, never balk at any per-

sonal sacrifice and are ready at all times to give our lives for the

cause . . . countless revolutionarv martvrs have laid down their llves
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in the interests of the people . . .”28

"Whoever sides with the revolutionary people in deed as well as word

is a revolutionary in the full sense.“29

"What really counts in the world is conscientiousness, and the Com-
g % ) . 0
munist Party is most particular about being c0nsc1entious.”3

“Every Communist working in the mass movements should be a friend of

the masses and not a boss over them . . ."3‘

"The Chinese Communist Party is the core of leadership of the whole
Chinese people. Without this core the cause of socialism cannot

be victorious.”32

Vigilance
"We must never relax our vigilance against the frenzied plots for
revenge by the imperialists and their running dogs.”33
""We should carry on constant propaganda among the people on the facts
of world progress and the bright future ahead so that they will
build their confidence in victory.“sh
"Over a long period of time we have deveIOped this concept for the
struggle against the enemy; strategically we should despise all
our enemies, but tactically we should take them ;eriously.”35
If the plays dramatize some of the virtues listed above,.then through
identification with these outstanding qualities the audience would be persuaded.
Turning again to Aristotle, in the Politics he states that a virtuous man should

be emulated. 'If therefore, there is anyone superior in virtue and in power of

performing the best actions, him we ought to follow and obey, but he must have

u36

the capacity for action as well as virtue.

Another way identification could occur between the virtuous character and
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the audience is that the total image produces a certain attitude in the hearer.
Aristotle explained this in the Rhetoric. 'Persuasion is effected through the
audience, when they are brought by the speech into a state of emotion; for we
give very different decisions under the sway of pain or joy, and liking and

The purpose for arousing such thoughts and feelings in these didac~
tic dramas is that once aroused the audience will carry the emotions oﬁtside
the theatre into their everyday lives. |If the actor by embodying the virtues
of a Chinese Communist Party member causes the audience to imitate the style of
life dramatized in the Peking Operas, then identification as Kenneth Burke
defines it has occurred.

Identification is also the focal point of the second part of this method
of analysis. Dorwin Cartwright in his study, "Achieving Change in People:
Application of Group Dynamics Theory,' developed a set of principles that aid
in the understanding of how a persuader can use a group to persuade. Identifi-
cation by individuals with the group is the unifying concept of Cartwright's
study. He states the general proposition that ''the behavior, attitudes, beliefs
and values of the individual are all firmly grounded in the groups to which he
belongs.”38 Therefore, whether an individual will changg or resist change will
depend upon the groups of which he is a member or of which he aspires to be a
member. As Mao said in his Talks, the purpose of art and literature, particu-
tarly the new revolutionary Peking operas, was to unite and educate the masses
to the Chinese Communist Party policies. Cartwright's principles will be
employed as a toal for discovering in the dramas the use of the group as a
medium of change. The following six principles from the study will be employed.

t. "If the group is to be used effectively as a medium of change, those

people who are to be changed and those who are to exert influence for
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change must have a strong sense of belonging to the same group. . . ."

2. '"The more attractive the group is to its members the greater is the
influence that the group can exert on its members. . . ."

3. "In attempts to change attitudes, values, or behavior, the more reie-
vant they are to the basis of attraction to the group, the greéter
will be the influence that the group can exert upon them. . . ."

4, "The greater the prestige of a group member in the eyes of the other
members, the greater the influence he can exert. . . ."

5. ''Strong pressure for changes in the group can be established by
creating a shared perception by the members of the need for change,

thus making the source of pressure for change lie within the group.

il

. .

6. "“Information relating to the need for change, plans for change, and
consequences of change must be shared by all relevant people in the
group. . . .”39

Cartwright's principles of group identification can be used as a tocl for
understanding the means of achieving persuasion in these didactic dramas.

Identification as Duncan put it is that "mystical moment of belonging in which

40

we commit ourselves to act under a certain name.' Identification with a par-
ticular group can exert change on individual actions.

In summary, the method of rhetorical analysis will focus on the concept
of identification as defined in this chapter. The dominant ideas that fre-
quently cluster to create the images will be located. A comparison of the

salient qualities evoked by the Images will be made with the virtues listed in

the writings of Chairman Mao. The dramatization of these virtuous qualities
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will be analyzed for persuasive appeals. Finally, the influence of the group
as a medium of change will be discussed. Throughout this rhetorical analysis

the concept of identification will be the unifying factor.
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Analysis of The Red Lantern

The May, 1970, script of the revolutionary Peking Opera, The Red Lantern,

was revised collectively by the China Peking Opera Troupe from several earlier
scripts. The script, which will be analyzed in this chapter, has the official
approval of the Chinese Communist Party. Through the supervision of Chiang
Ching the script closely follows the teachings of Chairman Mao Tse-tung.. In an
article written by the Red Lantern Group of the Peking Opera Troupe this 1970
script is described. 'We completely transformed the script and finally suc-

ceeded in making The Red Lantern a model production of proletarian literature

and art, and turned Li Yu~ho into a typical example in art of proletarian heroes
and a tremendous moral force 'helping the masses to propel history forward.'”]

The Red Lantern, the story of the struggle of three generations of a rail-

way worker's family against the Japanese invaders, takes place during the Var
of Resistance against Japan. The importance of the main character, Li Yu-ho
a railroad switchman, is explained in an article written by the Red Lantern
Group of the Peking Opera Troupe. 'Li Yu-ho is a representative of the working
class and of the revolutionary martyrs; at the same time he is a Communist, a
great man and a proletarian hero.”2 The members of Li Yu-ho's family are Tieh-
mei, his daughter, and Granny Li, his mother. All the Chinese characters
represent the masses, and in addition to this, some are members of the Com-
munist guerrilla army. The second set of characters are members of the invad-
ing Japanese army, whose chief is Hatoyama.

The story opens in a North China railway station. Li Yu-ho accepts the

task of carrying a secret code to his comrades, the Communist guerrillas in the
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mountains. He confides his task to his mother and daughter and thereby
invelves them in its successful achievement. His cleverness allows him to
escape detection from the Japanese, but he is betrayed by a traitor and Hato-
yama takes him prisoner. Granny and Tieh-mei are aided by a neighboring
family and as a result the secret code which has been entrusted to them remains
secure. Although Li Yu-ho and Granny are murdered, the daughter is spéred
because Hatoyama believes she will lead them to the code. Tieh-mei eludes the
eneny with the aid of her neighbors and arrives victoriously at the Communist
guerrilla camp in the mountains. The task is completed and the play closes
Wwith the red lantern, a symbol of the struggle, casting a radiant red glow over
the revolutionaries.

This play is didactic drama, for the intent of the Chinese Communist
Party is to teach the masses of the Chinese people the glories of the socialist
revolution. Chou Hsin-Fang, a member of the National Committee of the Chinese
Federation of Literature and Art, clearly states the didactic intent of the
revolutionary operas. 'That the traditional Peking Opera is presenting con-
temporary life and struggle today is a major event for the Chinese people.
This is not only a cultural revolution, but also a socialist revolution in the
sense that it influences and educates its audience with socialist and communist

II3

ideas. 5
It is the central thought of a didactic play that controls the whole
through the material of the characters and as the organizing thesis.h The

thought of the drama is directly in line with the principles set forth by Mac

in his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art as described in chapter

one. The Red Lantern has a political theme. |Its policy is to present the

revolution as a just cause for which honest, noble people are striving. The
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play depicts a typical example of a proletarian hero and uses special scenes in
which the hero, Li Yu-ho, expresses his thoughts and sentiments to reveal his
Communist ideals. Shortly before Li Yu-ho is executed he describes what the
future advantages will be for China when the Communist Party has control of the
country: ''Once the storm is past flowers will bloom, Mew China wfl] shine like

no The hero, as he portrays the class struggle through his

the morning sun.
words and actions serves as a model with which the audiences can identify.
This didactic drama then, is used to influence and educate the masses by means

", . . persuasion, not compulsion is

of identification. As Chairman Mao said,
the only way to convince them.“6 The close link between persuasion and identi-
fication was explained in Kenneth Burke's terms in chapter two when he said
that ''. . . men persuade through identification.”7
The play reveals the character of Li Yu-ho as a hero. The qualities he
demonstrates and the ideas associated with him combine to create his total
image which serves as a model for emulation. This image can be discovered by
examining the play's eleven scenes, each of which has a title describing its
action. In scene one, ''Contacting the Liaison Man,' Li Yu-ho is the first
character to speak. The focus is on him as he stands and sings-his first
!ines.B The stage directions describe him as ''vigorous and calm." Immediately
the link between the creation of this character and Mao's ethical concepts can
be seen, for Mao is quoted in his 'Red Book' as saying, 'What we need is enthu-
siastic but calm state of mind and intense but orderly work.“9 Li Yu-ho is
carrying the red lantern in his hand and he calls attention to it by the first

ul0 This is the first of many times through-

line, '"Red lantern in hand, . . .
out the play that Li Yu-ho is closely associated with the red lantern. As Tan

Man-Ni, a staff writer for China Reconstructs points out, "The railwayman's
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ordinary red lantern is not only the secret signal of underground Chinese
Communist Party workers, but the symbol of lléht and revolution.”ll There~
fore, the close association of the principal character with the dominant sym-
bol in the drama is important to note. In addition, Li Yu-ho's actions in
this first scene as he attempts to avoid the Japanese guards show cauti&n and
vigilance. Both of these qualities are positive virtuéé according to Chair-
man Mao. |
In scene two, ''Accepting the Task,' the red lantern in LI Yu~ho's pos-

session is used by him as the secret signal of recognition with the comrade
delivering the code. Also, in this scene Tieh-mei asks Granny why her father
has so many 'cousins.' The explanation is given that these are comrades who
come when there is important business to transact and that even though they
may not have met before they are called relatives. Tieh-mei explains that she
understands her father's closeness with his comrades and acknowledges that
they are 'relatives' while they are engaged in the revolutionary struggle.
The following lines, which are sung for emphasis, praise these Communists.

Both. dad and you call them our own folk;

I can quess part of the reason why:

They're all like my dad, 12

Men with red, loyal hearts.
In addition to building the ethos of the main character, these lines show the
strong group loyalty among the Chinese Communists. Loyalty to the masses is
a virtue according to Chairman Mao's ''‘Red Book'': ''Whoever sides with the
revolutionary people in deed as well as word is a revolutionary in the full
sense.“13 A group of men with 'red, loyal hearts'' would be attractive to the
Chinese audiences.

After Li Yu-ho receives the secret code from the Liaison Man his dedica-
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tion to the revolution is expressed.

To the revelution we offer our loyal hearts,

Shouldering the heavy task 1'1] stand up to any test in the fire.

Bursfing with §trength, t'11 be worthy of the_tru?ﬁ of the Party.

No difficulty in the world can daunt a Communist.
As shown by this quote, loyalty, bravery, strength and determination are
qualities that are attributed to the hero By himself and by his 'relatives."
fhese mentioned qualities cluster around the main character and contribute to
his total image. In the article mentioned earlier by the group who revised
this Red Lantern script, the purpose for ascribing these various qualities to
the hero is clearly stated. 'Li Yu-ho's boundless love for and loyalty to the
great leader Chairman Mao and the great Communist Party of China is the source
of his strength, wisdom and courage; it is the basic hallmark distinguishing
proletarian heroes from 'heroes' of other classes. Only by putting the stress
on depicting this lofty ideology of Li Yu-ho's can we reflect the actuality of
his struggle and make all his heroic acts corwincing.“15

In scene three, "Narrow Escape at the Gruel Stall'' the same determination

is again expressed by Li Yu-ho. 'No obstacle whatever can stop me.”‘6 Angered
at the mistreatment of the masses Li Yu-ho sings, ''The brave Chinese people will

II!?

never bow before the butcher's knife. He is carrying the red lantern as he
does throughout the play when struggling to achieve his task. Once again the
red lantern is used by Li Yu-ho as a signal of recognition between comrades.
It is important to point out the significance of the color of the lantern. In
chapter one the qualities symbolized by the use of color in the traditional

Chinese Peking Opera were discussed; red traditionally stood for loyalty. The

red lantern in this scene can be interpreted as g signal of loyalty and kinship
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between the members of the Communist Party who were previously unknown to
each other.

In the same scene Li Yu-ho outwits the Japanese attempt to find the code
and demonstrates the wisdom and resourcefulness of the working class. The
stage directions in the script reinforce his image as the clever hero:

""Having fooled the enemy, he walks calmly to the centre of the stage. Then

he turns round and head high, strides off \arh:toriously.“]8 As he strides vic-
toriously off the stage at the end of the scene the red lantern is in his
hand.

A method often used in drama to strenqgthen a character's ethical posi-
tion is to have another character praise him. Granny does this throughout
scene five, "Recounting the Family's Revoiutionary History." Granny, while
carefully polishing the red lantern, tells Tieh-mei of her father's bravery
and how the red lantern has always been carried at 'crucial moments.' Later
in the same scene, as Li Yu~ho is captured by the Japanese, he says the fol-
lowing lines,

| drink the wine mother gives me at p?rting,
I'm filled with courage and strength. 3

Granny then tells Tieh-mei to ''. . . learn from your father his loyalty, courage,
and iron wiil.“zo She tells her how her father as a Chinese Communist Party
member under the leadership of Chalrman Mao participated in the 1923 revolution.
He came to Granny covered with wounds and carrying the infant, Tieh-mei, and the
red lantern. Since that event they have been a family unit even though their
surnames are different and Li Yu-ho has loyally worked for the Chinese Communist
Party. Granny tells how Li worked for the revolution and promised to keep the

red lantern burning. She praises Li Yu-ho's dedication and self-sacrifice and

by doing so further enhances his ethical image in the eyes of the audience.
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"He staunced his wounds, buried the dead, and went on with the f!ght.”ZI

Tieh-mei in the next speech continues the laudation. ''My father is steadfast
as the pine, A Communist who fears nothing under the sa.m.“22 Throughout this
scene the hero has been praised as courageous and loyal and he ﬁas reaffirmed
his dedication to the Party. These same characteristics are associated with
the hero and contribute to his position as a positi?e character worthy of
emulation. ldentification between the hero and the audience will occur. As

Tan Man-Ni, a staff writer for China Reconstructs, explains Li Yu-ho is por-

trayed as ''fearless, staunch, and of deep wisdom, qualities which today's

Chinese audiences earnestly want to acquire.“23

In scene six, ''Struggling Against Hatoyama at the Feast," Li Yu-ho dis-
plays his cleverness, wisdom and composure when confronting his enemy, Hato-
yvama. His defiance is shown in these words:

We Communists have a will of steel.
We look on death as nothing! Hatoyamal

The Communist Party and Chairman Mao are leading
the people's revolution.

We have hundreds of millions of heroes 4
Fighting against Japan to save our country,

As the Japanese lead him away to be tortured, even Hatoyama praises him
when he says, 'He's a hard one!'' And then he asks the unanswered question,
""What makes a Communist tougher than steel?"25

Li Yu-ho i1s brought back after torture and has not been broken; he
remains steadfast to the revolution. This action would certainly strengthen
his image as a good Communist, for he has defled the Japanese,

No matter how cruel your tortures,

Pure gold fears not tempering in fierceefire
No matter what |'11 never bow my head!?
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Chien Hao-liang, an actor who has played the part of Li ?u-ho, discussed the
traditional Peking Opera stage conventions which he used to portray the
character of the hero. These conventions served to reinforce the ethical
qualities of the hero in the minds of the audience and to create a believable
contemporary hero since the audience was accustomed to seeing the traditional
hero use them.
After studying and gaining a deeper understanding of the
role of Li Yu-ho, | began to see that | could use many of the

traditional warrior conventions, such as the highly rhythmic,
lightly exaggerated movements and the erect, statuesque

carrlage.
For instance, to bring out the fearlessness with which
Li Yu-ho faced torture, | used many of the old body movements

and ways of walking. When Hatoyama, head of the Japanese
military police, fails to break LI Yu~ho with bribes and
threats, he orders torture. At this moment, the dramatic
rhythm of drums and gongs, Li Yu-ho rises to his full height,
turns to face his enemy, calmly opens his coat, laughs in
cold contempt, buttons his coat again, takes his cap and
flicks the dust off it, then puts his hands behind his back
and strides off the stage with the dignified and measured
steps of a hero in traditional Peking Opera. These move=-
ments, compared to those in actual life, are artistic exag-
gerations, but they seem fitting because they give true
expression to the spirit of the character.

The climax of the drama occurs in scene eight, "Struggle on the Execu-
tion Ground." The hero remains courageous through inhuman torture in prison
and even though he will be killed he is positive that the Communist ideal that
he believes in will prevail. Stage directions indicate that the actor should
use traditional Peking Opera movements to convey his image as a noble hero.
His dauntless spirit is expressed in his lines. |In addition, his thoughts and
sentiments here reveal his ideological position. He is willing to sacrifice
hiw own life for the revolutionary cause. He believes that in the future

China under Communism will be a better place to live.
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Once the storm is past flowers will bloom,
New China will shine like the morning sun,
Red flags will fly all over the count£§.
This thought heightens my confidence.

Chien Hao-liang, the actor, explained how the traditional music of the
Peking Opera is used in scene eight to accentuate the noble character of the
hero. ‘To reveal the heart and soul of this proletarian fighter at such a
critical moment . . . a (traditional) Peking Opera melody with great varia-
tion in tempo with words typical of Peking Opera language--lyrical, concise,
glowing with imagery and highly rhythmic is used.”29

Granny and Tieh~mei enter the scene and Li Yu-ho's last lines repeat
and reinforce the ideas and action that have surrounded him throughout the
play. He is feariess, unafraid and angered by the suffering the masses have
endured.

| long to soar like an eagle to the sky

Borne on the wind above the mountain passes

To rescue our millions of suffering countrymen 3
Then how gladly would | die for the revolution.

At this point the strong virtuous image of the hero is transferred to
the daughter. Symbolically this is done by entrusting her with the red lan-
tern. |

People say that family love outweighs all else,

But class love is greater yet, | know.

A proletarian fights all his life for the people's liberation.
Making a home wherever | am,

| have lived in poverty all these years.

The red lantern is my only possessg?n,

| entrust it to your safe keeping.

After he has transferred the red lantern to Tieh-mei, she responds by saying
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that he has given her his integrity, wisdom and courage. The red lantern is
the symbol for these qualities.

Dad has given me a priceless treasure
To light my path.forward forever.

| give you my word | will keep the lantern always safe.32

The ethical qualities'which have been demonstrated as belonging to thelhero
have been transferred to the daughter. The hero has become one of the thou-
sands of martyrs that Mao speaks of in the quotation on the first page of

the Red Lantern script. ‘''Thousands upon thousands of martyrs have heroically
lald down their lives for the people: let us hold their banner high and
march ahead along the path crimson with their blood.“33 The daughter must
continue the struggle and complete the task of carrying the secret code to
the comrades in the mountains. The red lantern is her priceless treasure now.

In an article, ""On Red Lantern' published in Chinese Literature the com-

ments of members of the Chinese working class after having seen a production of

The Red Lantern are recorded. These comments provide some insight into audience

reaction to the play. Hsu Ying-chi, a member of the People's Liberation Army,
had the following to say about the transfer of the red ]antern from Li Yu-ho to
Tieh-mei. 'This is no ordinary red lantefn. It symbolizes the spirit of carry-
ing the revolution.through to the end possessed by China's working class, which
is armed with Mao Tse-tung's thought. Chairman Mao teaches us: ‘it is only
the working class that is most farsighted, most selfless and most thoroughly
revolutionary.' . . . Just as the red lantern is passed on from generation to

generation, so the noble revolutionary character and fine revolutionary tradi-
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Li Yu-ho marches out to the execution ground with his mother and daughter
to the tune of the Internationale, an element suggested by Chiang Ching ''to
express the fearlessness and lofty moral stature of this proletarian revolu-
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tionary. Li Yu-ho's final lines, sung as the stage directions say "with a
spirit that shakes the universe,'" are In defiance of the Japanese. 'Hatoyama,
you can never kill all the Chinese people, all the Chinese Communists.''

In summary, the Red Lantern Group of the Peking Opera Troupe that revised
this script made this statement about Li Yu-ho, 'The emphasis of the entire

136 As was

opera should be on him, with prominence given to his lofty image.
stated in chapter two, the persons, places, things, ideas, qualities that sur-
round a character may contribute to the total image of the character. The most
important item that is consistently in Li Yu-ho's possession is the red lantern.
The ideas that surround him are loyalty, determination and bravery. He is
spoken of as a 'man of steel,'" ''a man with a red loyal heart," as '"a man stead-
fast as a pine.'" His words and actions display courage, fearlessness, vigi-
lance, cleverness, wisdom and strength of character. All these elements come
together to create his total heroic image. Aristotle was quoted in chapter two
as saying that ''the character of the speaker is a potent means of persuasion.“37
This character has been drawn to the virtuous qualities that Mao prescribes.
Identification could certainly occur between this hero and the Chinese audiences.
Such will occur when the audience believes the character to be good or well-
disposed. This character is created to demonstrate Mao's virtues and to be
well-disposed to the masses of the Chinese people. Hence, the creation of this

heroic character can be seen as a powerful persuasive device within the play.

In the discussion of the struggle concerning the arrest, imprisonment,
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torture and sacrifice that Li Yu-ho undergoes, his ethical image has emerged as
a means of persuasion. Another way identification could occur between the vir-
tuous character and the audience is through the production of a certain atti-
tude in the hearer effected by the total image. Aristotle's explanation from
his Rhetoric has been discussed in chapter two when he said that persuasion can
be effected through the audience when they are brought by the speech into a
state of emotion. The two prominent emotions aroused by the play The Red Lan-

tern are confidence in the hero and his principles and indignation and contempt

for Japanese military police. The purpose for arousing these thoughts and
feelings in this didactic play is so that once aroused the audience will carry
these emotions outside the theatre into their everyday lives.

One way to understand the concept of confidence is to turn to Aristotle's

definition of confidence in Book 11 of The Rhetoric. ''Confidence is the oppo-

site of fear, and the thing that inspires confidence is the opposite of that
which excites fear. Therefore, confidence is the hope accompanied by a mental
image, of things conducive to safety as being near at hand, while causes of
fear seem to be either nonexistent or far away . . . And we are confident when
in any enterprise we think we are likely, or certain to suffer no ill, or to
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attain success. In the discussion of the ethical image of the hero Li Yu-ho,

it was shown that through his speech and actions he presents a believable revo-
“lutionary hero. He-triumphs over overwhelming odds and his daughter success-
fully completes his task. The red lantern as the secret signal of the under=-
ground Chinese Communist Party and the symbol of light and revolution shines
brightly at the close of the play. The play demonstrates the success possible

for dedicated Party members. Therefore, it inspires confidence in the Commu-

nist revolution. Confidence is important to winning the Communist revolution.
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Chairman Mao speaks of the use of propaganda to inspire confidence: 'We should
carry on constant propaganda among the people on the facts of world progress
and the bright future ahead so that they will build their confidence in vic-
tory.”39

The second particularly noticeable emotion evoked by this play is a com-
bination of indignation and contempt directed by the Chinese characters toward
the Japanese militar; police. Aristotle defines indignation. 'The nearest
antithesis to pity is the feeling they call indignation; for pain at the sight
of undeserved good fortune corresponds in a way to pain at the sight of unde-
served ill fortune, and proceeds from the same soil of character. . . It is
wealth, power, and the like that cause indignation. . . In general, those per-
sons tend to feel indignation who are worthy of things of which others are
unworthy.“ho Aristotle defines contempt as '‘the antithesis of emulation, and
the corresponding activities are mutually opposed. Consequently, men who are
In a condition to emulate or to be emulated must tend to feel contempt for
those who are subject to any evils (defects and disadvantages) that are oppo-
site to the'goods arousing emulation, and to feel it with respect to these
evils.“#] Mao states how these emotions should be used in relation to the
enemy, ''Over a long period we have developed this concept for the struggle
against the enemy: strategically we should despise all our enemies, but tacti-
cally we should take them all seriously.“h2

In scene three, '"Narrow Escape at the Gruel Stall,'" is the first of many
statements of displeasure with the Japanese. The lines are spoken by an
ordinary working man. ''What kind of times we live in! The Japanese devil
rides in my rickshaw and won't pay, and even beats me up. What a world!”l'3 In

scene six, ''Struggle Against Hatoyama at the Feast," there is a dialogue
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between Hatoyama and Li Yu-ho. Li Yu-ho's contempt for the enemy's world out-

look is shown.

Hatoyama: '"As a matter of fact the highest human creed can be
condensed into two words."

Li Yu-ho: ”Wha£ are they?"

Hatoyama: ''For myself."

Li Yu-ho: (pretending not to understand) 'Every man for himself."

Hatoyama: ''Right. Old friend, you know the saying 'Heaven destroys
those who don't look out for themselves.' . . . That's

the secret of success in life."

Li Yu-ho: 'Mr. Hatoyama, for me your secret is like trying to blow
up a fire through a rolling pin. It just doesn't work."

Kao Cheng-en, a railway worker, in an interview published in Peking
expressed his reaction to this scene. This may be typical of the Chinese
people's thoughts and emotions on witnessing the dialogue. ''This 'for me'
philosophy is the bourgeoisie world outlook, pure and simple. It is the ‘high~
est creed' and 'absolute rule of life' of all exploiting classes. How do we
workers feel about it? Just as Li Yu-ho says: 'It's as reasonable as trying
to puff up the fire through a rolling pin. . .' We believe in acting for the

public good.”hs

Contempt is further expressed by Granny in scene eight,
Struggle on the Execution Ground,' when she states her ;corn and disgust at the
Japanese for the power they hold over her family. 'You are the criminals, it's
you who are cruel. You kill the Chinese, and you want to shift the blame to the
Chinese people, on to me, an old woman.“h6 Li Yu-ho speaks of Hatoyama as a
villain and the Japanese in general as bandits, and by doing so he shows that he
feels they have no worth. Granny shows the same contempt when she calls them

"Japanese devils, cruel and treacherous.' The emotions that are aroused by The

Red Lantern are confidence in the power of the Chinese Communist Party to over-
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come all obstacles and contempt and indignation for those who try to suppress
the common people. As was pointed out in chapter two, identification occurs
when the audience has accepted and rejected the same ideas, attitudes and
institutions that the speaker does. In this case once the emotion has been
evoked the process of identification can occur. This evocation of emotion can
be seen as a persuasive device within the play.

Dorwin Cartwright's principles of group persuasion as outlined in chapter
two may provide additional insight into the devices used in this drama to per-
suade the audiences to adopt the Communist ideology as their own. Identifica-
tion by individuals with the group is the unifying concept of Cartwright's

study. The Red Lantern script is introduced with a quotation from Chairman Mao

Tse-tung cited earlier concerning the martyrs who have given their lives for
the people. This is the group of which the hero in the drama is a part, and
this is the group the audience identifies with. The characters in the drama
are part of the working class. Li Yu-ho refers to himself as ''a poor worker."
The Chinese Communists are "our people.' Li Yu-ho states, 'We have hundreds of
millions of heroes.'" He links the Chinese people as one with the Chinese Com-
munists, '"Hatoyama, you can never kill all the Chinese people, all the Chinese

b7

Communists. Kao Chen-en, a rallway worker in China, commented on the role
of Li Yu-ho in this drama. 'Li Yu-ho is a hero of the working class.. His
every word and deed shines with the glory of our work ou!:look.”h8 Kac Chen-en
as a member of the audience has identified with this group. Cartwright's
principle of group identification is used as almeans of persuasion.

The revolutionary group of Chinese Communist underground party workers

is made attractive throughout the play. The protagonist is portrayed as

brave, fearless, wise, clever, and full of revolutionary optimism right up to
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the moment of his execution. 'Then how gladly will | die for the revolu-
Ly

tion." Tieh-mei, who then assumes the task of carrying the secret code to
the Communists in the mountains, serves as an inspiration to the younger
generation. Her father and grandmother have been killed by the Japanese.
She becomes brave and staunch. ‘'‘Granny, dad, | know what you died for. |
shall carry on the task you left unfinished and be the successor to the red
lantern. |'m determined to deliver the code to the Cypress Mountains and

.“50 In addition to building the ethos of the

avenge your bloody murder . .
characters in order to present them as worthy of emulation, the Chinese Com-
munists show strong group loyalty among themselves. They refer to each other
by family names, father, granny, aunt, cousin, daughter, and uncle even though
they are not blood relatives. This is explained by Tieh~mei.

Though we call them relatives, we never met before,

Yet, they are closer to us than our own relatives.

Both dad and you call them our own folk;

I can guess part of the reason why:

They are all like my dad, 51

Men with red, loyal hearts.
Also, there is an episode in scene five which demonstrates how the people of
the Chinese Communist Party care for each other. This mutual concern and sup-
port they give each other would also make belonging to this group attractive.
The episode begins with a hungry neighbor child crying. Tieh-mei gives the
mother corn meal to feed the child. When the neighbor protests by saying they
do not have enough to share, Tieh-mei insists there is enough food for all.

52
Granny adds, ''Don't say yours or ours. We are one family.'”“ Granny further

- explains her action to Tieh-mei, "Tieh-mei, we two worker families endure the
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same hatred for the enemy. We must do our best to help thern.”53 One of Cart-
wright's principles stated that the more attractive a group, the greater
influence it can exert on members. The idea of belonging to a group that cares
for its members as a family would probably have a persuasive effect on the
Chinese audience. Chairman Mac points up the importance of friendliness and
cooperation among the masses, '"Every Communist working in the mass movements

nsh Vhen he dis-

should be a friend of the masses and not a boss over them. . .
cussed this principle of group attractiveness, Cartwright further defined a
group as attractive which satisfied the needs of the members. It would seem
that there was a need for group unity against the common enemy. This need
would be satisfied by loyalty shown among the ''family'' members.

Another concept Cartwright discussed was the ability of a prestigious
individual within a group to exert influence on the members. The discussion of
ethos showed.how the character Li Yu-ho embodied the image of the hero. A hero
would have prestige by virtue of definition. The article written by the Red
Lantern Group of the Peking Opera Troupe supported this position. Li Yu-ho is
described as a representative of the working class, a Communist and a hero to
the masses. The opera group which revised this script thought prominence
should be given to his ''lofty image." It Is this '"lofty image'' which would be
the persuasive element to the gorup. In the same article it is stated that the
hero ''acts as a moral force to help the masses to propel history forward.'" His
prestige does persuade the group.

The last principle of Cartwright to be applied to this drama is the one
that discussed a shared perception of the need for change among the group mem-
bers as a means of effecting change. The existing social conditions are shown

to be unpleasant. Tieh-mei tells her dad in scene one, ''Contacting the Liaison
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Man,' about her working conditions on the street. ''The gendarmes and their
thugs kept searching and pestering everybody. People were too jittery to buy

anyth?ng.”55

In scene three the comment by the working man that the Japanese
devils ride in his rickshaw without payment also shows dissatisfaction with the
present situation. Li Yu-ho makes a generalization concerning the discontent,

156

"'So many compatriots are suffering and fuming with discontent. 0f course,
the scene where Li Yu-ho and Granny are executed by the Japanese for their dedi-
cation to the revolutionary cause Is the strongest example in the drama of need
for change in existing conditions. The audience would want to belong to a
group that promises to relieve them from such acts of terrorism.

The set of principles developed by Dorwin Cartwright can be used to gain
greater insight into means of using a group to persuade. This analysis has

found that there is a direct relationship between the principles set forth by

Chairman Mao in his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art and the play

The Red Lantern. The image of Li Yu-ho is of a contemporary revolutionary hero.

He demonstrates the virtues Mao sald were important for a Chinese Communist

Party member. The outstanding persuasive devices obvious in this drama are the
creation of a believable ethical hero, the evocation of specific emotions, and
the general attractiveness of the group of positive Chinese characters. These

three devices serve to persuade through identification.
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Analysis of Shachiapang

Shachiapang, like The Red Lantern, is a didactic drama about the struggle

of the Chinese masses during the War of Resistance against Japan. The May,
1970, script which will be analyzed in this chapter was revised collectively by
the Peking Opera Troupe of Peking from an earlier libretto of a Shanghai opera,

Sparks Amid the Reeds and closely follows the teachings of Mao Tse-tung.

Chiang Ching recommended the revision of the earlier opera and ''presented the

revolutionary comrades of the Peking Opera Troupe of Peking the Selected Works

of Mao Tse-tung Vols. {-IV, calling on them to study the great leader's writing

and remould their thinking.“‘ She personally supervised the rewriting of the
opera under the influence of Chairman Mao Tse-tung, who attended a performance
of an earlier adaptation. Mao ''suggested the present title, Shachiapang and in
regard to revision and improvement of the text gave the very important instruc-
tion that armed struggle should be made the theme.”2

As was pointed out in chapter three, it is the central thought of a
didactic drama that controls the whole through the material of the characters
and as the organizing thesis. In this drama the theme, the armed struggle of
the masses as suggested by Mao, is expressed primarily through the positive
Chinese characters. The two outstanding characters in this play are Sister
Ah=Ching, a tea house proprietress and underground liaison for the Communist
Party, and Kuo Chien-kuang, the company political instructor of the New Fourth
Army. Sister Ah-Ching is portrayed as a clever peasant woman who Is able to
outwit the Hationalist troops and at the same time protect eighteen wounded

Communist soldiers. Kuo as one of the wounded soldiers Is portrayed as a typi-
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cal hero of the proletariat and is able to successfully lead the people's army
in the struggle.

The story takes place during the War of Resistance against Japan and is
set in and around Shachiapang, a village in Kiangsu Province. According to the
article '"Learn from Revolutionary Herces' written collectively by members of
the People's Liberation Army unit in which the sick and wounded soldiers depic-
ted in Shachiapang served, the story is based upon actual events and presents
"the heroic deeds of thirty-six sick and wounded soldiers who persisted in the
anti-Japanese struggle by Yangcheng Lake in the early period of the founding of
our armed unit."I3

In addition to the two characters already mentioned, the other positive
characters are either peasant activists in the village of Shachiapang or members
of the lew Fourth Army. In the Red Lantern the Chinese characters with the
exception of one traitor, were loyal to the masses and willing to aid the Com-
munist cause. In contrast, the negative characters in Shachiapang are not only
Japanese soldiers with the invading army but also some are Chinese members of
the Nationalist Army. The historical background for this situation was
explained in chapter one. |t was in Kiangsu Province in 1931 that the Chinese
Soviet Republic was established and it was against these Chinese Communists
that the Nationalist Army under the leadership of General Chiang Kai-shek
directed an offensive in 1934,

The story opens with Sister Ah-ching stating the task which has been given
to the peasants in the village. They are to provide for the wounded members of
the People's Liberation Army and help them cross the Japanese blockade 1ine.

For two weeks the wounded recuperate with the considerate help of the villagers.

The Japanese Army approaches on a 'mopping up'' campaign. The wounded are hidden
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in the nearby marshes for safety, and the villagers are evacuated. The Japanese
Colonel orders his interpreter to find the "Loyal and Just National Salvation
Army'" and order them to capture the wounded New Fourth Army men. The collabora-
tion between the iationalists and the Japanese becomes increasingly clear as

Hu Chuan-kuei, a commander of the puppet army clearly states that he has |
attached himself openly to Chiang Kai-shek and secretly to the Japanese. This
double-dealing as practiced by the negative Chinese characters is recognized by
the villagers, who are wary when Nationalists come into Shachiapang imﬁediately
after the Japanese have departed. Sister Ah-ching feigns friendliness to them
as they come for tea in her shop. Although she cleverly deceives them as to
her true loyalty and wins their confidence, she is unable to convince them that
there are no wounded hidden in the environs. The Nationalists suspect that the
wounded from the llew Fourth Army might be hiding in the marshes., Meanwhile,
the men in hiding manage to survive under the patient leadership of Kuo Chien-
kuang, who strengthens their resolve by reminding them.of the obstacles that
faced their comrades on the epic Lona March. By means of a clever subterfuge,
Sister Ah-ching contrives to have the wounded comrades provided with much
needed supplies and moved from the marshes to a safer place. When the Nationa-
lists discover that the men in the marshes have eluded them, they proceed to
torture villagers in order to find out who the Communists are in the village.
Aunt Sha, a peasant activist threatened with death, vehemently denounces the
Nationalists as traitors to China. Suspicion is directed at Sister Ah-ching
but with Aunt Sha's aid she again adroitly avoids detection. The Natlonalists
relax their watchfulness, and Commander Hu Chuan-kuei plans his wedding. After
a few days, Kuo Chien-kuang along with his seventeen comrades from the marshes

who have rejoined their commando platoon with the New Fourth Army launches a
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surprise attack on the enemy residing in Shachiapang. Some members of the
Japanese army who have gathered to celebrate Hu's wedding are captured along
with the Nationalists. |In the final scene, with Kuo Chien-kuang as their
leader, the New Fourth Army is victorious over the Japanese and the ''Loyal and
Just National Salvation Army.'" The ''coup de theatre' occurs when Sister Ah-
ching proudly declares her membership in the Chinese Communist Party and the
Chinese Nationalists realize they have been duped.

Sister Ah-ching emerges as the heroine of Shachiapang because her great
courage and resourcefulness save lives of eighteen wounded soldiers and help
the New Fourth Army entrap an enemy unit. What ideas, attitudes, action and
qualities surround this woman to create her image? Kenneth Burke was quoted in
chapter two in order to clarify the meaning of an image. He said that the
M, . . essential meaning of an image, term or sound is equal to the sum of
whatever it is identified or associated with in a given work.“h At this point,
then, it is necessary to pick out those particular items mentioned above that
are associated with Sister Ah-ching.

As in the Red Lantern, the title of each scene is descriptive of the
action that occurs in the scene. Shachiapang is divided into ten scenes. In
scene one, 'Making Contact,' Sister Ah-ching sings5 the opening lines, thus
focusing attention on her. She accepts the responsibility for aiding the
wounded soldiers. Her introduction to Kuo Chien-kuang, the company political
instructor of the New Fourth Army also serves to introduce her to the audience
and to establish her position of leadership in the play. ''This is Sister Ah-
ching, the Party branch secretary and liaison worker here. For cover she runs
the Spring Tea-house.“6

In scene two, '"Evacuation,' she rushes on stage and announces that she
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has provided a boat and provisions for hiding the wounded soidiers from the
Japanese. Her actions demonstrate her rescurcefulness and sense of responsi-
bility. Stage direcﬁions describe her loyalty to and concern for the masses,
"“Sister Ah-ching and bhao help the elderly people and children ana direct the
masses along the evacuation route.”?

The title of scene four, '"'A Battle of Wits' is descriptive of her con~
frontation with the enemy. Her actions again show concern for the peasants,
and she cautions them to be vigilant as the ''Loyal and Just National Salvation
Army'' enters. The Nationalists are unaware of her Communist loyalty and to
deceive them she acts diplomatically with them. She is described by Adjutant
Lui, a Chinese who lived in Shachiapang and knew Sister Ah-ching before joining
the Nationalists, in the following lines. '"Sister Ah-ching is an honest
sort.“8 Having one character praise another is a device used in drama to
increase the pregtige and ethical appeal of that character. Sister Ah-ching
is described as polite and neither humble nor pushy.

UShe's no simple creature.“9

. . »

"This woman is quite out of the ordinary.”]o

Sister Ah-ching, you are out of the common run.

| admire your coolness, cleverness

And the courage you had to fool the Japanese;

Unless you are truly patriotic, 1
You wouldn't have risked your life for another without fear.

2
""She's a shrewd, fearless and level-headed woman.”]
These observations have extra strength because they come not from her

comrades but from her enemy. The ironic twist is the fact that she is praised

by them for the very qualities which allow her to deceive them. She deliber-
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ately lies when questioned about the wounded in order to deceive them further,
and then she cleverly fakes indignation when accused of dishonesty. Finally,
she devises a plan to trick the enemy.

If a shot rings out here,
It'1l be a warning to the marshes;

- L] -

Steady on, and be calm, 13
A trick will get the enemy to open fire,

Her cleverness and ingénuity are clearly presented in this ''battlie of
wits.'" In the creation of this character a definite break has been made with
the traditional Pekin Opera's system of role types described in chapter one.
Sister Ah-ching is by no means a one-dimensional character. The actress Chao
Yen-Hsia, who contributed to the revisions in the script as vice-director of
the Peking Opera Troupe, described. her efforts to portray Sister Ah-ching on
stage. Chao Yen-Hsia tried to present the many facets of this character.

"At first | spent much time at home practicing the outward aspects of my role
. « « but Sister Ah-ching is also an underground Party member. | could show
this, | thought, by making her tactful with her enemies and warm with her com-
rades. VYet, during rehearsals, my comrades said | was believable as a
worldly-shrewd teahouse proprietress, but failed to convey the qualities of a
secret revolutionary.”lh

In order for Chao Yen-Hsia to understand these qualities she read many
revolutionary novels and accompanied the eighteen actors who play the roles of
the wounded soldiers in service in the People's Liberation Army. She tived
and trained in the army unit and gained understanding of the revolutionary
position. This action on her part is exactly what Mao said the artists and

writers should do in his Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art. He
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said they should live with the masses in order to present their point of
view. Chao Yen-Hsia concludes her statement about the insight she gleaned
from her experience. 'To Sister Ah-ching the eighteen soldiers were not only
as dear as brothers, but were comrades-in-arms whose death would mean a great
loss to the people's cause. My experience as Sister Ah-ching taught me a
profound lesson: to act a revolutionary, one must have the feelings of a
revolutionary. Mere imitation of a character's action and speech is far from

II‘ 5

sufficient. In closing she comments on the identification of the audience
with‘this revolutionary heroine. Young people and older people wrote her
that they responded to this contemporary characfer who is loyal to Chairman
Mao and faithful to his revolutionary line.

Sister Ah-ching's actions in scene six, "A Rescue Plan," reinforce her
strong ethical image. Wisdom and courage are the qualities that are consis-
tently associated with her actions. In the following lines she clearly states
that it is her loyalty to Chairman Mao that gives her the strength to continue
the struggle.

Chairman Mao! _
With your teachings and the wisdom of the masses,
I can certainly meet this test and beat the enemy.

Although guards are posted all around the village, Sister Ah-ching, by
cleverly utilizing-the contradictions within the ranks of the enemy, makes
contact with higher Party authorities and joins in a plan for annihilating
the enemy. Throughout this scene the stage directions describe her as calm
and composed. Her actions closely follow the teachings of Chairman Mao as

expressed in the following quotation. 'What we need is an enthusiastic but

calm state of mind and intense but orderly work.”17
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tler cool and competent behavior continues in scepe seven, ''Denouncing
the Enemy.' She has been asked to help with Hu's wedding and plans to use
this excuse to enter enemy headquarters to seek information.
On instructions we've reconnoitred
All enemy positions except this headquarters,
Now | have a chance to enter the téger's den
To see what's going on here . . A
The Nationalists are torturing some of the suspected villagers. In the
midst of this the stage directions note that Sister Ah-ching " . . . walks

calmly to table and sits with perfect t;c’m}:’os»l.n‘e.”'9

When the enemy soldiers
beaf and question Grandma Sha in her presence, Sister Ah-ching remains cool
and competent. She saves the old woman and at the same time discovers valu-
able information about enemy headquarters.

In scene nine, ''"Breaking Through," Sis;er Ah~ching is seen conferring
with her comrades about last minute details of their attack. Her actions
demonstrate her determination, courage and careful planning. The last scene,
'"Wiping Out the Enemy,'' presents an exciting climax to the struggle. Sister
Ah-ching proudly declares her membership in the Communist Party to the utter

dismay of the Nationalists.

I'm a member of the Chinese Communist Party!
You Japanese imperialist! You traitors!20

These iines of course come as no surprise to the audience. They have
been aware of her Communist loyalty throughout the drama and as a result of
this knowledge would be able to more fully appreciate her cleverness in
deceiving the enemy.

An image carries an idea and is the sum of the particular items asso-
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ciated with it. |In the Red Lantern it was pointed out that the image of the
hero came from a combination of his words, his actions and the items that
were associated with him. This is also true of the image of Sister Ah-ching;
however, the emphasis appears to be on her actions. Her clever manipulation
of each situation tells more about her admirable qualfties than the words
she speaks. However, at several pofnts she does clearly express her loyalty
to Chairman lHao and her deep concern for the masses. It Is her skillful
management of each confrontation that creates her image as a wise, shrewd
revolutionary heroine.

An indication of audience identification with this character can be seen
in the following quotes from fing Cheng-ho, a member of the People's Libera-
tion Army who commented on her image after having seen a performance of Sha-
chiapang. ''We see the gTofious figure of a Communist in the well-created
character of Sister Ah-ching. Her class stand is firm, her heart loyal, her
eyes clear. She has a high level of political awareness where class struggle
is concerned and considerable experience in it."ZI Certainly the mass
audiencé would want to identify with the Communist virtues portrayed by this
positive, well-defined image.

The second outstanding character in this drama is Kuo Chienfkuang, a
representative of the Hew Fourth Army who actively leads the struggle. An
article '"Strive to Portray Proletarian Heroes of People's War'' published in

Chinese Literature discusses this character. ''Kuo Chien-kuang resolutely car-

ries out the military line charted by the great leader, all artistic means are
used to picture him in various nuances as a prototype of the people's army, a

typical hero of the proletariat, who is loyal to Chairman Mao, devoted to his
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people and motherland, and full of wisdom, courage and resourcefulness.“22
This quotation provides an important key for understanding the persuasive
intent incorporated into the creation of this character. This figure is to be
a prototype, a pattern for emulation. Identification by the audience with this
character would increase rapport between the masses and the People's Liberation
Army. As Hugh Duncan stated, those people in authority ''seek to create atti-
tudes of obedience, loyalty, and devotion, in which the will of the superior
becomes the duty of the infer.icr.“z3 Chairman Mao was the leader of this New
Fourth Army and as he said himself, '"political power grows out of the barrel of
a :_:;un.“zLl The support of the army was at that time and still is essential to
achieve his political and social objectives. By encouraging the creation of an
obedient, loyal, devoted military prototype that mass audiences can identify
with, Mao has successfully progressed toward solidifying and maintaining soc}al
order,
At this point it is important to note the ideasrthat are associated with

Kuo Chien-kuang. He is introduced in scene one as the leader of the seventeen
wounded People's Liberation Army men. In scene two he expresses his love of
the motherland, his devotion to the people and the revolution, and his hatred
of the enemy. The following lines are sung for emphasis.

The glory of the morning is mirrored in Lake Yang-cheng,

The reeds in full bloom, the paddy so sweet,

Neat rows of willows line the shore.

By their own hands, the working people

Have carved out a lovely landscape.

In this southern region teeming with fish and rice

Not one inch of our fair land will we surrender,
Nor will we tolerate the brutality of the Japanese invader.

Our Army and people stand ready
To crush the enemy's 'mopping-up' campaign, 2
Longing for the day to raise our swords and kill the wolves. >

He wishes to return to the battlefield as soon as possible, but in the
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meantime he is shown as helpful to the villagers. In particular he demonstrates
gentleness and affection to Aunt Sha and calls her ''our revolutionary mother."
He tells her that ''when the sun scatters the clouds and a red flag hangs before
every h0use“26 then they will return., As Sister Ah-ching comes to warn them to
hide in the marshes he professes his confidence, '"we have Chairman Mao's wise
leadership and the tradition of the Red Army men who crossed snow covered

n27

mountains and swamps. No difficulty can stop us. He is referring to the
Long March made by the Communists which was discussed in chapter one. His
actions here also show that he possesses the virtues described by Mao in his
"Red Book," "Be resolute, fear no sacrifice and surmount every difficulty to
win victory.“28 As he leaves to go into hiding he expresses his concern for
the villagers, . . . '""You must be careful, too.“z9
The article ''Strive to Portray Proletarian Heroes of People's War,' men-
tioned earlier states the purpose of the next scene in which Kuo appears. '‘The
scene '"Holding Out'' concentrates specifically on creating the heroic image of
Kuo Chien-kuang, bringing into bold relief his political maturity and talent as
a fine young commander armed with Mao Tse-tung Thought.“30
The men have become despondent and are impatient to return to the fight.
Kuo understands their feelings,
Their feelings are easy to understand--
Class hatred and national wrath burn in their hearts.

| must try to curb their impatience.

We must be patient and hold out among the reeds
Take the initiative and be flexible

[ . @

31

Nothing can block out the radiance of the red sun.
Kuo realizes that the situation is serious for the men in the marshes and

he calls for them to rely on the example set by Mao. '"We are fighters trained
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in the old Red Army tradition."3? He sends two scouts out and expresses ''full
confidence in your 5uccess.”33 He quotes Mao to his comrades to strengthen
their confidence. ''Chairman Mao has taught us: 'Frequently a favorable situa-

tion recurs and the initiative is regained as a result of holding out a little

3k

longer.
The most persistent qualities associated with Kuo are his loyalty and his
devotion to Chairman Mao as the leader of the revolutionary Communist cause.
In the Red Lantern, the railworker's red signal lantern was passed down from
one generation to the next as a symbol of the revolutionary cause, and in a
similar manner in Shachiapang it is the loyalty to the tradition of the Red
Army that is transferred from generation to generation. Kuo states this in the
following lines.

No difficulties can daunt heroes,

The Red Army's tradition is passed on from generation to
generation.

Chairman Mao's teachings are imprinted in our minds,
Persevering in the struggle, we will seize victory tomorrow.

35

In the last part of scene five Kuo climaxes his effort to instill loyalty
and confidence in the soldiers by comparing them to the pine. This is the same
figure of speech that was used to describe the hero in the Red Lantern. Tieh-
mei proudly stated that her . . . 'father is as steadfasf as the pine." The

soldiers in this drama respond to Kuo by échoing his words and further expand-

ing the comparison. They all sing.

We must be like the pine on the summit of Mount Tai,

Standing tall and proud against the sky.

No hurricane can blow it down,

No thunderbolt can split it asunder;

The fiery summer sun cannot wither it,

It grows greener and fresher in winter's snow and ice.

That pine, scarred and ravaged, has stood the harshest trials
And become stronger, tougher and more vigorous than ever,

Its branches as of iron, its trunk as of bronze,

Everyone admires its noble qualities.
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Let us eighteen sick and wounded scldiers
Stand as firm as eighteen pines!3

The pine represents the heroic spirit which revolutionary fighters dis-
play in the face of hardships and danger. The stage directions say they stand

5113?

"'steady and firm, forming a tableau of heroe as the curtain falls on: this
scene. This is a very dramatic closing to the scene. Kuo is one of the group
but his heroic image stands out among his comrades. He is definitely filled
with the virtues Mao states a good revolutionary should possess. His image
would be one the People's Liberation Army members could take pride in and his
image would be a source for positive identification by the masses.

Kuo reappears in the last two scenes as the leader of the commando pla=-
toon, and his actions here incorporate acrobatics typical of traditional opera
to imitate the fighting with the enemy. The fiery pouncing movement as indica-
ted by the stage direction would serve to reinforce his image of a fearless
fighter and a military herb. As the article, "'Strive to Portray Proletarian

Heroes of People's War,'" states, Kuo ''projects the majéstic image of a prole-

tarian hero.“38
The persuasive devfcé discussed in the drama Shaéhiagang thus far has

been the creation of two believable revolutionary characters. Sister Ah-ching
is portrayed as a shrewd village woman who is intensely devoted to the masses
and the Communist ideology. 5She is a middle-aged peasant woman, virtuous and
clever, and as such is an excellent example for the members of thé audience to
imitate. As Duncan said, it is after the ''style of life'' has been adopted that
identification is known to have occurred. Kuo Chien-kuang, as the prototype of
the People'’s Liberation Army who is unquestionably devoted to the teachings of

Chairman Mao and loyal to the traditions of the army, is projecting an image to

sway attitudes and actions and thereby insure the stability of the political
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state. The character of the speaker is, as Aristotle said, a powerful means of
persuasion. The probity of these revolutionaries is a source of persuasion.

The ideas, actions, and attitudes which are associated with these two
characters fall into the general categories of virtues described by Chairman
Mao. Loyalty, bravery, vigilance, determination, self-sacrifice and wisdom are
all ascribed to them. Since this play dramatizes these virtues, then through
identification with these qualities the audience would be persuaded.

Another way for identification to occur between the virtuous character
and the audience is for the total image to produce a certain attitude in the
hearer. Aristotle was quoted in chapter two when he said that ''we give very
139

different decisions under the sway of pain or joy, and liking and hating.

The emotions which were evoked in the play The Red Lantern again are in evi-b

dence in Shachiapang. They are confidence in Communist ideology and indigna-
tion toward the enemy. The confidence would come from the fact that the
People's Liberation Army aided and abetted by the villagers was able to success-
fully overcome great difficulties and defeat the enemy. Many examples have
already been cited to support this. Also the confidence expressed and demon-
strated by the positive Chinese characters would be a source of identification
for the audience and serve to raise similar emotion in them.

Indignation and its companion emotion contempt are the most obvious emo-
tions directed against the enemy. These emotions most commonly take the form
of an invective or of a violent accusation against the enemy. This extreme
denunciation of the negative characters of course serves to make the positive
characters that much more worthy, particularly in comparison. For example, this
drama deals with two sets of Chinese characters which are placed in two distinct

categories, those loyal to Chairman Mao and those who support Chiang Kai-shek.
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Invective is directed against the latter since the Communists consider them
traitors to China. Aunt Sha calls Tiao a 'poisonous snake, a bloodsucker with

Lo

a murderous heart.' Sister Ah-ching speaks of Tiao's ''dirty tricks" and calls

him a "dirty fool." Later, she calls him a "dirty scoundrel, a poisonous snake

U3

and a vicious wolf." In the scene, ”Denounciné the Enemy,' Fu-ken, one of the
villagers who is tortured, furiously labels the enemy '"traitors and stooges
riding roughshod over the pe.op:ole!“l42 Sister Ah-ching speaks of their head-
quarters as a ''tiger's den.'" It is in this "tiger's den' that Aunt Sha, threa-
tened with death, sings a long justification for her Communist loyalty. She
angrily denounces their collaboration with the Japanese and says they are
neither '"loyal nor just' rather they are ''stooges of the enemy and a bunch of
traitors without shame or conscience.”k3 Kuo, as he is launching an attack
against them, identifies them as 'the enemy, monsters, and traitors.”hh

The use of invective as described above, the acts of cruelty that the
Nationalists inflict on the Communists, and their collaboration with the
Japanese certainly would call forth the emotions of contempt and indignation.
The image of these negative characters is a very ugly one.

The Japanese are also negative characters and held in considerable con-
tempt by the Communists. They are spoken of as ”imperiaiist, brutal invaders

and pir'ates..“l*5

These emotions once evoked would serve to reinforce the identification
with the positive characters. As a persuasive device the intent is to have the
audience carry the emotions out of the theatre into their everyday lives.

Another way of discovering the persuasive devices in the drama Shachiapang

is to turn to the principles of group persuasion as set forth by Dorwin Cart-

wright and described in chapter two. As was pointed out in chapter three, the
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group was used as an effective medium of proposed change in The Red Lantern.

This is also true in Shachiapang.

The one principle set forth by Cartwright that can be seen consistently
in operation throughout the play is the one concerning the identification
between individuals and an attractive group: 'The more attractive the group is
to its members the greater is the influence that the group can exert on its
mernbers.”l*6

There are many ways that the group of Chinese Communists is made attrac-
tive. The loyalty and consideration shown to gach other certainly would make
this group attractive. As has been mentidned, Sister Ah-ching assumes the res~
ponsibility for aiding and protecting the wounded soldiers. Concern is shown
for the elderiy villagers and the children when the village is evacuated. The
close relationship between the army and the villagers also makes the total Com=
munist group attractive. This close association is explained in the article,
'"'Strive to Portray Proletarian Heroes of People's War.'

Our great leader Chairman Mao teaches us: ''The army must become one
with the people so that they see it as their own army. Such an army
will be invincible, and an imperialist power like Japan will be no
match for it.'"" Kuo Chien-kuang and the other seventeen wounded men
are merciless towards the enemy and kind to the people. From the
time they arrive at Shachiapang, they live among the people and
fight shoulder to shoulder with them. They get on with the masses
extremely well. A fierce hero on the battlefield, Kuo is exceedingly
gentle before Aunt Sha, who is a revolutionary and representative of
the poor and lower-middle peasants. Towards her, he behaves like a
son, always respectful and affectionate, although a bit naughty at
times. This attitude of his lﬁnds rich connotations to the term,
“"soldiers born of the people.' 7
Also, the kindness displayed by the Communist troops toward their fellow coun-
trymen makes the cruelty inflicted by the Chinese Nationalists seem that much

more harsh by contrast.

This scene not only portrays the group as attractive but also portrays
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another principle set forth by Cartwright: ''The greater the prestige of a
group member in the eyes of the other members, the greater influence he can
t.=.xe.rl:."li8 Aunt Sha and Kuo both have prestige in the group. Aunt Sha increases
her prestige by explaining her reasons for being loyal to the Communist cause.
By the use of an historical example she tells of the brutality her family suf-
fered, and it was only after the Communists arrived that the suffering was alle-
viated.

"Only when the New Fourth Army captured Shachiapang,

Was my son freed and could see the light of day.
The Communist Party of China is like the bright sun.

L] L

Without the Party my whole family would have died long ago."l+9
Another way her prestige Is increased is by praise from the men she helps. She
washes their clothes and feeds them, and they in turn help with the rice har~
vest. Kuo praises her actions.

"Everyone raised his thumb and praised you.

You treat our comrades like your own sons.
Nurse us with the best care,
You never stop mending and washing our clothe

5'u50

She is praised as their 'revolutionary mother.'!' Her prestige is increased, and
the group becomes that much more attractive because of her position in it.
Cartwright also states that ''in attempts to change attitudes; values of behavior,
the more relevant they are to the basis of attraction to the group, the greater

n3t The attitude of mutual

will be the influence the group can exert on them.
concern existing among the villagers and army would be important as well as
value they place on the teachings and leadership of Chairman Mao. Kuo assures

122 Later, in the

Aunt Sha that ''we have Chairman Mao's wise leadership.
marshes, he affirms his confidence in Mao to his comrades, '"Chairman Mao and the

Communist Central Committee guide us forward.“53 Sister Ah~ching says that her
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strength comes from Mao, ''Chairman Mao! With your teachings and the wisdom of

nsh This loyalty

the masses, | can certainly meet this test and beat the enemy.
and reliance on Chairman Hao professed by esteemed members of the group would
influence the values of those in the audience who identify with the group.

Cartwright also states that for a group to be a useful medium to effect
change the people must have a sense of belonging to the group. This oBvious!y
is where identification is essential. The characters in this drama represent
various ages, interests and abilities. In short there is someone for everyone
in the audience to identify with. Kuo as a leader of the New Fourth Army is a
man in his prime, Sister Ah-ching is the middle-aged, shrewd revolutionary,
Little Ling is a young nurse, Aunt Sha as a peasant activist is the "revolu-
tionary mother." |In addition there are ordinary soldiers, young and elderly
villagers, militiamen, and village leaders. All these characters are loyal to
each other, help one another and are devoted to the Communist ideology.

A shared perception by the group of the need for change would be a strong
persuasive element according to Cartwright. The scene where the villagers are
brutally tortured by the Nationalists Is the most dramatic example of a need
for a change in the existing conditions. The audience would want to belong to
a group that promises relief from such acts of terrorism: The set of principles
developed by Dorwin;Cartwright can be used to understand the use of the group
as a means of persuasion.

The intent of this didactic drama, Shachiapang, is to vividly display the
successful achievement of the revolutionary struggle which is accomplished
because of close cooperation between the masses and the army and because of
loyalty to the Communist ideology. The achievement of this objective can be

judged in part by the response of certain members of the audience. In the
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article, 'Workers, Peasants and Soldiers on Shachiapang'' published in Chinese
Literature the following comments were made about the effectiveness of the
drama. Lui Yun-kuei, a leader of a militia battalion, relates the struggle
depicted in the play to his personal experiences. ‘'The New Fourth Army men and
the people of Shachiapang never forget the teachings of Chairman Mao. . . .
Although they were weak and the crafty stubborn enemy are strong, they finally
win out and liberate the village. Our commune had a similar situation. . . .
Thanks to Chairman Mao, a people's army unit was established in our area and we
were taught to take up guns and form a strong people’s militia. . . . We poor
and lower-middle peasants and militia members are very fond of Shachiapang and

e

all revolutionary model theatrical performances. Liu Yun-kuei's statements
show that Shachiapang achieves Mao's objectives for art and literature. It
does reflect the true revolutionary struggle of the masses. Clearly Lui Yun-
kuei identifies with the theme and the characters who personify the virtues
according to Mao.

in the same article, Hung Wen, a member of a naval unit of the People's
Liberation Army, unquestionably states his identification with revolutionary
spirit expressed by Aunt Sha. The emotional impact of her situation has per-
suaded him. 'We are extremely moved by Grandma Sha's intrepid words. We shall
do our utmost to change our wor}d outlooks in the spirit of serving the people
wholly and entirely as Chairman Mao teaches us to do, and to display a revolu-
1156

tionary spirit of 'taking full responsibility.

Still another article published in Chinese Literature supports the soclial

and political effectiveness of this drama. This article was written collec-
tively by soldiers who served in the same People's Liberation Army unit as

depicted in Shachiapang. They speak of their appreciation for and their identi-
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fication with this drama. ''How eagerly we longed to see the revolutionary his-
tory of our armed units presented vividly and truthfully on the revolutionary
stage. . . . Under the close guidance of Comrade Chiang Ching, they (the No. 1
Peking Opera Company of Peking) created one of the best revolutionary modern
operas--Shachiapang. This depicts on the stage the life of our armed forces in
the old days and successfully presents a group portrait of proletarian'herOes.
This opera makes a particularly strong appeal to us. We are both delighted and
inspired by it, for from it we have received a profound class education as well
as a lesson on revolutionary traditions."57
If these reactions to the drama can be taken as typical of audience res-
ponse in general, then the persuasive devices discussed in this analysis of

Shachiapang can be viewed as effective in the social and political context for

which they are intended. As Duncan states in Symbols in Society, ''social groups

must stage themselves before audiences whose approval legitimizes their

||S8

power. It is the identification of the audience with the modern revolu-

tionary dramas that helps the Communists in China maintain social order.
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Analysis of Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy

The modern revolutionary operas dominate the mass culture and entertain-
ment in Communist China. |In addition to the stage presentations of the operas,

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy which will be analyzed in this chapter, has

been popularized in several other forms. For example, ''Drawing Heroes,'' an

article in Chinese Literature stated that ''a new picture-story book Taking Tiger

Mountain by Strategy, was published recently as a part of the widespread move~
]

ment to popularize model revolutionary theatrical works throughout China." In
this picture-story book, which closely follows the text of the script, fifty
pictures out of one hundred and ninety depict the hero, an indication of his
dominance in the drama. The drama was also released in film in order to cele-

brate the founding of the People's Republic of China on October 1, 1970. An

article in Chinese Literature discussed this film and the reaction of the

audience to it. ‘'Workers, peasants and soldiers have all praised the produc-
tion. They said: The model revolutlonary theatrical works reflect how the
workers, peasants and soldiers unite together and fight against the enemy.“2
The drama has also been used as the subject for gouache paintings, oil paint-
ings and sculptures. Thus, this widespread dissemination of this revolutionary
drama is clearly in accordance with Chairman Mao Tse-tung's statement that new
revolutionary art forms should be an integral part of a political revolution
and they should be used to educate and unite the masses. The positive images
created in this drama reach the masses in a wide variety of forms.

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy was first staged in October of 1969 on

the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China.
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The October, 1969, script which will be used in this chapter was revised col~-

lectively by the Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy Group of the Peking Opera

Troupe of Shanghai from an earlier drama, Taking the Bandit's Stronghold.

Since the focus of the revision was to more clearly define the positive Chinese
characters in order to inspire the masses, the intent of the writers was to
make the polished script into a didactic drama. Hung Cheng, a Chinese art cri-
tic, described the creation of the hero as a character worthy of emulation.

"The name Yang Tzu-jung, the hero of Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy, which

in the last few years has become the personification of proletarian loyalty,
courage and wisdom, has taken deep root in the hearts of the broad masses of
workers, peasants and soldiers. . . . The drama has created in Yang Tzu-jung an
artistic representative of thousands upon thousands of heroes of the Chinese

3

People's Liberation Army."

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy expresses the same ideological position

as The Red Lantern and Shachiapang. The characters are all Chinese and fall

into three general categories, members of the People's Liberation Army, members
of the masses, and members of Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist Army. Set in a
snowy forest of northeast China during the winter of 1946, the story opens on a
. pursuit detachment of the People's Liberation Army who are dedicated to follow-
ing Chairman Mao's directive, ''Build stable base areas in the northeast.”h The
specific task of the detachment is to destroy one of the last strongholds of
Chiang Kai-shek's troops. This order and other duties are clearly stated by
Shao, the regimental chief of staff. ''Our job is to arouse the masses in the
Mutanchiang area, wipe out the bandits, consolidate the rear, co-ordinate with

our field army and smash the U. S.-backed Kuomintang attacks. It's a task of

strategic importance.”5 The Hationalists, who are called bandits and terribles
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throughout the opera, are led by a chieftain known as The Vulture whose head-
quarters, a cave high on Tiger mountain, is heavily guarded and is virtually
unassailable except by a dangerous trail on the back side of the mountain. The
Vulture's bandits and terribles have treated the mountain people with great
cruelty and are shown killing women and children and leading them away in chains.
Therefore, the mountain peasants, after overcoming their initial suspicions of
the Communist forces, eagerlx support them. However, even with the aid of the
masses the task can only be achieved if one of the People's Liberation Army
soldiers can be smuggled into the bandits' fortress. Yang Tzu-jung, like the
heroes in the other two dramas is the character who must assume the responsibi-
lity for the most difficult task in the play. Disquised as a captured bandit,
Yang Tzu-jung manages to enter the bandits' den where he successfully outwitg
the enemy and gains their confidence. Unobserved during the bandits' all night
drinking spree, he sets out the prearranged signal for his comrades in the
People's Liberation Army to attack the headquarters. In the fierce battle that
results the Communists are victorious. Their task has been completed and the
northern area of China is now under Communist control.

As has been stated, the play is didactic drama since the intent of the
Chinese Communist Party is to teach the masses the glories of the socialist
revolution. The political theme of the drama is reflected in the dominant
image of the hero, Yang Tzu-jung. The Shanghai Group of the Peking Opera
Troupe, who made the major revisions in this play under the careful guidance of
Chiang Ching, commented on the creation of Yang's heroic image. ''The heroic

image of Yang Tzu-jung in Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy is a brilliant

example without parallel in the art history of mankind, the image of a commu-

nist fighter battling bravely for the complete liquidation of all exploiting
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classes and the system of exploitation itself, a powerful weapon to consolidate
the dictatorship of the proletariat on a mighty force to 'help the masses to
propel history forward.'“6 The image of the hero is a source of identification
for the masses and thereby helps to create and sustain the Communist social

order in China. Duncan in Symbols in Society discusses this process. He

states that '‘a community is born, and continues to exist (from a socio!ogicai
view), in struggle over beliefs about how to create order in human relatlon-

ships.“7

The community ''can exist only so long as its gods, heroes, and rulers,
who personify principles of social order in their enactment of their roles as |
rulers continue to wage war (on a symbolic as well as real level) successfully
against community enemies at home and abroad.“8 As the quote by the Opera
Troupe states, ''the image itself is a powerful weapon to consclidate the dic-
tatorship.“9 Yang Tzu-jung, as a personification of the proletarian position,
dramatizes the ideological stance that serves to sustain the state.

It is Important at this point to discuss the qualities that the hero
demonstrates as well as the ideas associated with him which combine to create
his total image. When Yang Tzu-jung first appears in scene one, ''Advancing in
Victory," as a scout platoon leader of the People's Liberation Army, he has been
reconnoitering the area in search of the bandits. AIded'by two peasants, he has
discovered Vulture's trail. His first lines, which are sung for emphasis, tell
of the ''wicious, crugi and monstrous crimes"10 that the bandits have inflicted
on the peasants. This is the first of many episodes where the cruelty of the
bandits toward the masses comes into sharp contrast with the kindness toward the
masses shown by the members of the People's Liberation Army. In scene three,

"Asking About Bitterness,' Yang demonstrates his concern for Chang and Pao,

peasants who have been deeply wronged by the bandits. He listens sympatheti-
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cally as Pao describes the murder of her grandma and mum by Vulture's gang.
Yang becomes furious and with great emotion says that the crimes '. . . rouse
me to the utmost rage."]l He seems to be speaking to a wide audience in his
next lines, which are filled with hatred. 'Oppressed people everywhere have
blood accounts to settle with their oppressors. They want vengeance.”Iz

In addition to showing his rage against the injustices inflicted on the
masses, this scene also shows his own close identification with the suffering

of the masses. Pao has called him '"uncle' even though there is no blood rela-

tionship between them. It becomes increasingly evident that the masses consider
themselves all one ''family.'" Yang continues this sequence by telling them that
the People's Liberation Army will free them from oppression and life under Com-

munism in the future will be good. The glories of the future state are clearly
projected.

Destroy Vulture, and win liberation for the people,

Rise as masters and greet the sun in these deep mountains.

Follow the saviour the Communist Party,

And bring the land a new life,

Like our old home in Shantung. 13

Good days will be here for ever.

Chang then aids him in the task by telling him of a dangerous and unguarded
trail by which one can enter the bandits' headquarters. Again emphasizing the
closeness of the People's Liberation Army with the masses, Yang confirms their
unity. "As long as we all pull together, there's no mountain top we can't con-
quer.“‘k The peasant gives Yang information about an important contact map, and
he shares his food rations. Later in scene four, ''Drawing up a Plan,'" Yang
tells Shao how the peasants have aided him. Chairman Mac is quoted to reinforce
their position as conforming to Mao's teachings. 'The revolutionary war is a
war of the masses; it can be waged only by mobilizing the masses and relying on

llll5

them. Loyalty to the masses, then, is a virtue according to Mao, and ascrib-
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ing this virtue to the hero as well as to the People's Liberation Army members
in general would make the group attractive to the audience.

Also, in this scene Yang Tzu-jung asks Shao, the chief of staff, to
assign him as the man to go into the bandits' lair. Shao has stated that a
"'capable comrade'' is needed for the difficult mission. He stresses that it
will take planning and strategy to overcome the enemy. The word strategy is
mentioned several times in this scene. The use of this word emphasizes that the
People's Liberation Army membérs are wise and careful planner§ and not merely
adventurers. VWhen the play was revised the title was changed from Taking the

Bandits' Stronghold to Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy. The insertion of the

term strategy is important to note since it shows that the writers want the
audience to see the Communists as wise, careful planners. Chairman Mao in his
""Red Book'' states that a good Communist has courage as well as wisdom. |

As has been noted in previous chapters discussing other operas, a good way
to build up the image of the hero is to have one character praise another. Shao
heightens Yang Tzu-jung's ethical position by telling about his background and
qualifications.

Yang has all the qualifications to shoulder this load.

Born of a hired-hand peasant family,

From childhood he struggled on the brink of death;

Burning with hatred, he found his salvation

In the Communist Party and took the revolutionary road.

He joined the army, vowing to uproot exploitation,

A veteran in battle, he's distinguished himself many times.
By wits, he blew up many an enemy fort,

He's entered enemy territory, killed traitors

And rescued many comrades and villagers.

He's fought many a battle with bandits here in the forest,
Caught Luan Ping and Hu Piac and took Howling Wolf as well.
If 1 sent him on this dangerous mission alone,

I'm sure, with his heart red as fire,

A will strong as steel, 1

He'll surely overcome Vulture.

Not only has Shao provided a justification for Yang's political position



80

but he has also ascribed to him many of the qualities a good Communist should
possess according to the teachings of Chalrman Mao. He has the proper class
hatred for the oppressors, he has demonstrated his courage, wisdom, self-
reliance and bravery in battle, and he has been loyal to his comrades and pre-
tected the masses. His actions link him closely with the thoughts of Maa. He
is of the same mettle as Li Yu-ho, the hero of the Red Lantern. LI was praised
as a Communist with a ''red loyal heart" and a '"will of steel.' These same
attributes are spoken of in connection with Yang. He is ''strong as steel'' and
has a 'heart red as fire.'" Both heroes project an image the audience could
easily identify with, |

The association of the title of the drama with the hero is made as Yang
Tzu-jung suggests how to capture the bandits' headquarters. 'It seems to me,
Chief of Staff, the best way to take Tiger Mountain is by strategy.”]7 Shao and
the other soldiers feel that Yang is the most qualified for the job. The recom-
mendation by the entire group enhances his prestige. ''The comrades also propose
0ld Yang for the mission.”18 Yang carefully points out his own abilities for
the task. He has learned the bandits' secret language from the prisoner, he can
deceive Vulture with a copy of the contact map, and most important he is dedi-
cated to the Party and has ''the loyal heart of a People's Liberation Army sol-
dier dedicated to the Party and Chairman Mao.“19

Shao again heaps praise on Yang and cautions him about the difficulty of
the task. Yang expresses his determination. His lines, which are sung for
emphasis, have become a well known song in China today. Klaus Mehnert inlhis

book, China Returns, commented that when he saw the performance of Taking Tiger

Mountain by Strategy the audience sang this song, 'The Communist,' along with

the actor.
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"The Communist"
A Communist always heeds the Party's call,
He takes the heaviest burden on himself;
I'm set on smashing the chains of a thousand years
To open a freshet of endless happiness for the people.
Well | know that there's danger ahead,
But I'm all the more set on driving forward:
No matter how thickly troubled clouds may gather,
Revolutionary wisdom is bound to win.
Like the Foolish 0ld Man who removed the mountains,
| shall break through every obstacle;
The flames that blaze in my red heart 20
Shall forge a sharp blade-to kill the foe.

Again the concepts of wisdom, determination, self-reliance, courage, and
confidence are expressed by the hero. In addition, the idea of a ''red heart' is
again associated with him. The article, '"Strive to Create the Brilliant Images
of Proletarian Heroes,' written by the Peking Opera Troupe of Shanghai who made
the major revisions in the script, tells about this song, '"The Communist.' “As
instructed by Comrade Chiang, we therefore specially composed for Yang Tzu-jung
in Scene Four, when he asks for the mission to go into the bandits' lair, a
complete ''song cycle," "The Communist.'" . . . This gives expression to Yang
Tzu-jung's conscientiousness and determination in carrying out Chairman Mao's
strategic and tactical thinking, to his high proletarian political consciousness

2 The song, ''The Communist' serves to

and firm resolve and fighting will."
emphas ize the ideological force that propels Yang to go deep into the enemy's
stronghold. This emphasis helps the audience to become increasingly aware that
his political conscientiousness comes from being armed with Chalrman Mao's
Thoughts. To a Communist, this is a valid source of motivation and should be
emulated.

As the scene closes, Shao praises Yang and repeats his confidence in him.

"I'm confident you can fulfill this important mission.“22 Scene four contains

many important elements which contribute to the image of a proletarian hero.
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Acrobatic pantomime, which is characteristic of a strong warrior in the
traditional Peking Opera, is incorporated into scene five to reinforce Yang's
heroic image. Mehnert after having seen a presentation of this drama tells of
the traditional acrobatic pantomime Yang executes in this scene to reinforce
his heroic image. 'He rides, but there is no horse: in traditional Peking
opera style, the ride is simply suggested by his carrying a whip.”23 As he
"rides" he again expresses the virtues he proclaimed in his conversations with
his People's Liberation Army comrades. He sings of his ''determination,' his
""courage'’ and repeats the source of his motivation, ''the Party gives me wisdom
and courage.“zh The stage directions closely link him with Mao's virtues.
"Then resolutely, calmly and courageously he strides ahead."25 After he has
successfully deceived tHe énemy as to his true identity, he reaffirms his
determination, 'l shall not rest until my mission is complete.”26

Throughout these scenes Yang as a representative of the typical People's
Liberation Army hero is demonstrating the actions Mao in his ''"Red Book' said are
essential. '"'Be resolute, fear no sacrifice and surmount every difficulty to win
victory.“27 These qualities consistently cluster around the hero and contribute
to his total image. His comrades attribute these virtues to him, he expresses
them himself and his actions clearly demonstrate them. in scene eight, ""Sending
Out Information'' he repeats his ideological position.

| must never forget to be bold yet cautious,
And succeed through courage and wits.

The Party's every word is victory's guarantee
Mao Tse-tung's Thought is eternally glorious

The leadership decision to use strategy is right

» - L

I've the morning sun in my heart.

According to Susan Langer as discussed in chapter two, ''the true power of



83

the image lies in the fact that it is an abstraction, a symbol, the bearer of

129 The outstanding idea associated with the image of Yang is his com-

an idea.
plete reliance on Mao Tse-tung's Thought. It is the fountainhead of his wisdom,
courage and confidence. Li Yu-ho in the Red Lantern, Sister Ah-ching and Kuo in
Shachiapang, all expressed their loyalty and dedication to the Communist Party
and Chairman Mao but not to the degree that Yang does. Mao's teachings are con-
stantly verbalized by Yang.

After he has manoeuvred his way through the enemy camp, and his comrades
in the People's Liberation Army have captured the bandits with his aid, he
proudly declares his membership in the People's Liberation Army to the greatly
surprised bandits. This action echoes that of Sister Ah-ching in the final
scene of Shachiapang. The script provides no details of action after the final
curtain but Klaus Mehnert does. ''When the curtain went up again, they (the
actors) were all waving their Little Red Books, and the audience joined in a
rousing chorus of: 'Sailing the seas depends on the hg!msman; Making revolution
depends on Mao Tse-tung's thought. . .'"30

This action on the part of the actors in the drama supports the position
that the teachings of Chairman Mao are an essential inﬁredient in the creation
of this modern revolutionary drama. Also the testimony of the Western journa-
list, Hehnert, confirms the idea the audience does closely identify with the
drama. |f an audience will stand and in unison repeat the ideas taught by the
drama, what better confirmation is needed of the acceptance of thought presented?

The creation of the image of a believable revolutionary fighter is an
important persuasive device incorporated in this drama. The character of the

speaker is, as Aristotle said, a powerful means of persuasion. And, Duncan was

quoted in chapter two when he said that identification has occurred when the
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audience accepts the same ideas the speaker presents.
Identification can also occur between the virtuous character and the
audience when the total image produces a certain attitude in the hearer. The

emotions which were evoked in The Red Lantern and Shachiapang are also prominent

in Taking Tiger Mountain by Strateqgy. Confidence in the ability of the Commu-

nist revolution to achieve its objectives and indignation at the_enemy ére the
prominent emotions. All three revolutionary Peking Operas open with a statement
of the task that must be completed by the Communists. The task is clearly and
precisely stated so there can be no question as to what needs to be accomplished.
All three dramas end only after the task has been successfully achieved. The
beginnings and endings of the plays are particularly significant. Confidence
is evoked in the ideological position of the Communist revolutionaries because
they always dramatically achieve a successful conclusion to their stated task.

Confidence has been expressed and demonstrated by Yang many times, for he
never wavers in his loyalty, dedication and an extreme confidence in his ability
to put the thoughts of Mao into action. He believes that the task can be
accomplished by adapting Mao's teachings to this difficult situation. This of
course includes cooperation with and reliance on the People's Liberation Army
and the masses. However, he knows he must rely on them bécause Mao's teachings
tell him so. Confid?nce is also expressed by other positive Chinese characters,
particularly in the episode where the comrades choose Yang to go alone into the
Vulture's cave. This confidence, reinforced by thought, word and deed, could
be a source of identification for the audience and could serve to raise a simi-
lar emotion in them.

Indignation directed at the negative Chinese characters is also expressed,

as was the case in the other two dramas except there indignation was coupled
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with other contempt. This is true in Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy; these

emotions at times develop into hatred. Along with this more violent emotion of
hatred comes an intense desire for vengeance. The expression of these emotions
most often takes the form of an invective or violent accusation against the
enemy. Justification for the emotions is displayed in two ways. Either’the
characters tell of the cruelties they have suffered in the past, or tortures

are inflicted on the peasants by the bandits as pa}t of the action of the p!ay.-

For example, in the first scene Yang denounces the past actions of the bandits.

13}

“Wulture, vicious and cruel, has committed monstrous crimes. In the scene,

“"Asking About Bitterness,'' Yang describes the pillage of the area, '"Vulture has

132

devastated these parts. Pac, a peasant's daughter, tells Yang in this scene

about the cruelties that her family has suffered.

Disaster struck one snowy night eight years ago,
Vulture killed my grandma and carried off my mum and dad;

my mum threw herself off a cliff and died.

- . 0w

we could collect our debt of blood.

If only | had wings 1'd take my gun 33

And fly to the summit and kill all those wolves!”~.
Yang responds emotiopally to Pao's story of bitterness.

Pao's tales of the bandits crimes

L] L] .

Rouse me to the utmost rage.

34

They want vengeance.
He then tells these peasants that the way to achieve happiness and rid their
lives of this present evil is to destroy the Vulture and to '. . . follow the
savior the Communist Party.' Yang, then, as the hérc empathizes with the masses
and provides them with hope and confidence in a brighter future.

A similar episode occurs in scene seven, '"Arousing the Masses.! Mother
p ’ g
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Li, a peasant, tells of the present deplorable conditions she must endure.

I'm i11 and unwell, our grain is gone.

| call my son, but there is no reply.

Oh the hatred of us poor, this_debt of blood,

When will it ever be redeemed?
Yung-chi, her son, escapes from the bandits and returns battered and bruised.
He also expresses his emotions.

The many crimes to be avenged are all

Engraved upon my heart.

The fury in my breast bursts into flage,

Someday |'1l1 knife our foe to death,3
Later, as the People's Liberation Army aids the peasants, Yung-chi tells them
of the thirty years of suffering he has endured.

| can hardly suppress my rage,

| struggle in a bottomless pit.

We have untold misery and wrath to POUE out,

Those bandits we all hate to the core.3/
The justification for the emotions of contempt and indignation is expressed by
the characters when they tell of the cruelties they have suffered.

The other way that emotions are evoked is to actually show the bandits
inflicting cruelties on the peasants. In scene two the stage directions explain
the bandits' actions. ''Bandits enter dragging villagers, young men and women
bound by ropes. Li Yung-chi fights with the bandits while the young people are
beaten by the bandits and dragged off. Yung-chi's wife is pulled on, followed
by her mother-in-law holding her baby. Bandit Captain snatches the infant and
throws it over the cliff.“38 The most brutal scene in the opera, that in which
the baby is thrown over the cliff and the wife shot, would be certain to arouse
the same hatred in the audience as that directed at the bandits by the peasants.
Yung-chi swears to avenge this senseless murder, and the audience would cer-

tainly support his intention.

Indignation, contempt and hatred are often clearly expressed for the
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enemy. Confidence in the Communist revolution and the members of the People's
Liberation Army is shown. Confidence arises many times because of the kindness
shown to the peasants by the soldiers. Chung, a member of the People's Libera-
tion Army, assures a peasant that the Communists will never harm the masses,
"Neighbors, we are worker and peasant soldiers. We protect the pe.cople."39
Thus the audience would want to emulate the attitudes and actions of thé Commu-~
nists. The emotions discussed would serve to reinforce identification with the
positive Chinese characters. The intent in using this persuasive device is to
have the audience carry the emotion out of the theatre into their everyday
lives.

Dorwin Cartwright's principles concerning the use of the group as a
medium of change can be used to discover another way identification may ceccur in

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy. His principles of group persuasion were

discussed in chapter two. In chapters three and four it was pointed out that
the group was used as an effective medium of proposed change in the new revolu-

tionary operas, The Red Lantern and Shachiapang.

In general, the revolutionaries in The Red Lantern and Shachiapang were

shown as belonging to an attractive group, and the negative characters were
shown as belonging to an unattractive group. Of course, it was the qualities
and virtues the characters possessed and the actions they performed that placed
them in the positive or negative group.. This situation is also true for Taking

Tiger Mountain by Strategy. One device used to demonstrate membership in the

positive group was to have them refer to each other as relatives even though
they were not blood relatives. This is described by Cartwright in his first
principle. "If the group is to be used effectively as a medium of change, those

people who are to be changed and those who are to exert influence for change
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40

must have a strong sense of belonging to the same group."
I

For example, Pao

calls the soldiers 'uncles'

42

and Ta-shan and Chung call the peasants ''neigh-
bors." Shao as the chief of staff of the People's Liberation Army tells the
neighbors that the army is one with them. 'We're the worker and peasant sol-

iI"'3

dier, Shao expresses the group unity again when he states, ''So we're all one .

big family.“l}li The peasant Chung echoes Shao's words. 'le really are all one

5

family, commander. Mother Li expresses her happiness at the unity of the
group and also provides reasons for wanting to belong to the group.

Soldiers and people are one family,

Happiness fills our mountain village.

A good snow falls, everyone smiles, 46

Dividing food and clothing, we celebrate liberation.
This is the same old peasant who was quoted earlier as filled with hatred for
the enemy. Since she was ill and hungry the soldiers of the People's Liberation
Army fed her and her family and provided them medical aid. Throughout the drama
the soldiers show their concern for the masses and help them as much as possible.
Such mutual concern would certainly make the group attractive. Cartwright's
principle states that ''the more attractive the group is to its members the

W7 The group

greater is the Influence that the group can exert on its members.
is made attractive primarily because the group is successful. Freedom from
terror and confidence in the future would certainly constitute attractiveness
in a group and encourage membership. Conversely, the bandits have been consis-
tently shown as ugly, cruel, brutal and untrustworthy among themselves; this
group could only make the positive group more attractive in the contrast.

The prestige of a member of the group can be an influence in the group.
Yang Tzu-jung, by the discussion of his heroic image can be seen as an iIndivi-

dual with great prestige. His chief praised him excessively, his comrades

chose him as the most qualified for the difficult task, and the peasants demon-
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strated their confidence in him and appreciation to him for his acts of kind-
ness. The opera group making the major revisions in the script has been quoted
as saying that he is to be a representative of all proletarian virtue. Cart-
wright's principle, "the greater the prestige of a group member in the eyes of
the other members, the greater the influence he can exer‘t,“l'8 helps to explain
why this hero would be emulated by those in the audience. |

Another important principle of group persuasion deals with the sharing of
information among the group members. Cartwright states that "information relat-
ing to the need for change, plans for change, and consequences of change must be

9 Both of the episodes in which

shared by all relevant people in the group.
~ the peasants give their historic justifications for their bitterness show this
.pf}ﬁéiple in operation. By sharing information among themselves they are also
making the audience aware of past suffering. The plans for capturing the Vul-
ture's headquarters are agreed upon by all the soldiers and the peasants aid
them in organizing the attack. The consequences of change are projected into
the glories which will accompany a Communist takeover of China. Yang tells the

r.“SO There would be some people

peasants that ''good days will be here foreve
in the audience who would have their own memories of hard times before the Com-
munist control of China. Other members of the audience éould identify with the
injustices depicted directly in the drama. [t appears that enough sharing of
information would occur to make this an effective persuasive device in the drama,
This of course ties in closely with the principle concerning the shared percep-
tion for a need for change.

Cartwright also states the principle that the use of the group to change

attitudes, values or behavior is more effective the more relevant they are as a

basis of attraction to the group.BI A directive of Chairman Mao is quoted by
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Shao to show what the soldiers' attitude and behavior toward the masses should
be. 'The revolutionary war is a war of the masses; it can be waged only by

122 Since it is the masses of the

mobilizing the masses and relying on them.
Chinese pcople that these revolutionary operas are written to influence, the
intention to rely on the masses is important. The masses could conceivably be
persuaded to join a movement that will provide for them and actually need them
to achieve its objectives. Another attitude that Mao says a good revolutionary
should have is also stated by Shao. ''We must remember what Chairman Mao tells
us--strategically we should despise our enemy, but tactically we should take

123

him seriously. Contempt, hatred and indignation have been discussed as the
emotions directed against the enemy, while the careful planning that goes into
the capture of Tiger Mountain demonstrates that the soldiers and the peasants
take the enemy seriously. Belief in Communist ideology and determination to
win are attitudes often expressed by Yang, who is ready to overcome any diffi-~
culty. ''No matter how thickly troubled clouds may gather, Revolutionary wisdom

u5h A1l these positive virtues provide a valid basis for

is bound to win.
attraction to the Communist group.
In summary, Cartwright's principles concerning the use of the group as a

medium of change illuminate the persuasive devices in the drama, Taking Tiger

Mountain by Strateqy. Identification by the audience with the attractive

aspects of the group which have been discussed would certainly occur.

Another attractive aspect of the group is the image of Yang Tzu=-jung as a
contemporary revolutionary hero. The most prestigious member of an attractive
proletarian group, Yang evokes confidence in his own abilities and in his ideo-
logical position. His concern for the masses contrasts sharply with the bruta-

lity of the Nationalists and contributes to an image that the masses in China
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would emulate. Aristotle in the Rhetoric defines emulation. ''We can see, too,
what persons are objects of emulation. They are the ones who possess . . . the
goods . . . such as courage, wisdom, public office; for men in office can ren-

.IISS

der service to many . . Yang Tzu-jung has the virtues which Mao states in
his '"Red Book'' that a good Communist revolutionary should have. As Aristotle

says, ''a man prepares himself to win what is good through emulation.”ss' If the
audiences try to achieve a '"life style' as dramatized in this opera, then iden-

tification as Kenneth Burke defines it has occurred.

A recent article in Chinese Literature contains the comments of several

workers, peasants and soldiers on Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy. These

members of the mass audience confirm the idea that identification does occur.

Yang Tzu-jung is an outstanding example of a loyal proletarian fighter,
He sets an excellent model for us to follow. We should emulate his
courageous defense of Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line,
his staunch armed struqgle, and his fighting spirit.

| also listeneg to the opera several times on radio. | was moved
and educated.?

. . L3

As we victoriogg advance in battle, Yang Tzu-jung is a model for
us to emulate.

The outstanding persuasive devices obvious in this drama are the creation
of a believable ethical hero, the evocation of specific emotions, and the
general attractiveness of the group of positive Chinese characters. These three

devices serve to persuade through identification.
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Analysis of On The Docks

The three revolutionary modern Peking Operas discussed thus far, The Red

Lantern, Shachiapang and Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy, are based upon his-

torical situations and portray the revolutionary struggles undergone in order to
create the Communist state. The conflicts occurred over twenty-five years ago
during the War of Resistance against Japan and the internal war between the
Communist forces and the Nationalist Army. Through the portrayal of the diffi-
culties suffered, the audience has been made aware that it is only by absolute
loyalty to Communist ideology that the heroes in the dramas were able to achieve
victory. All the heroes follow the directive of Chairman Mao, ''Be resolute, |
fear no sacrifice, and surmount every difficulty to win victory.“l The revolu-

tionary modern opera, On the Docks, also has the prominent characters follow

this directive, but the difference is that the scene is a contemporary one.

Jan C. Ting in his book An American in China discusses the two performances

of this opera that he had an opportunity to see during his 1971 visit to China,

and observes that On the Docks ''concerns itself with the political realities of

contemparary life in China.“2 He felt that the other three dramas ignored the

ongoing class struggle. On the Docks in his opinion ”atfempts to pose questions

about the hopes and desires of men.“3 The first three operas, then, deal more

directly with the creation of the social order, while On the Docks deals with the

maintenance of social order.
Han Hsiao-chiang, the character at the center of the conflict, has grown
up in the new social order. He has not personally suffered the injustices which

occurred before the Communist takeover. The problem discussed in the play is



96

how the Communist Party must channel the hopés and desires of a modern Chinese
like Han into the '"correct' revolutionary position. Even though the time of
the drama is 1963 this is a contemporary problem that must be dealt with in
China today. The task was somewhat easier when the enemy could be pointed
out as the Japanese, or the Nationalists, but when the conflict occurs in the
minds of men other problems arise. As an article in a recent issue of Time
states, it is the goal of the ongoing Communist revolution ''not merely to
transform the institutions of society but, in the words of St. Paul to 'put
on a new man'--to reshape the soul and spirit of an entire pec:ple.“l+

One way to manipulate this new man is to have him focus his attention on
the international scene. Suggestions about this process were given in the

Red Lantern when the Communist Internationale was played as the hero was

marched off stage to be shot, and again in Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy
5

when the hero spoke of ''oppressed people everywhere'” and of letting ''the red
flag fly all over the world.“6 in order to focus the attention on the inter-

national scene in On the Docks the workers are encouraged to make the world

safe for Communism. An article in China Reconstructs, ''The Working Class is

Most Loyal to Chairman Mao's Revolutionary Line in Literature and Art,"

states that On the Docks was written to "eulogize the Chinese working class

of the 1960'5.”? The focus on internationalism is stated in the following

quotation. 'With the port of Shanghai as a background and the international

spirit of the Chinese dock workers as its theme, the opera presents the dedi-
8

cation of the working class of the socialized era."

The 1969 script of On the Docks was revised from an earlier drama Morn-

ing on the Docks under the careful supervision of Chiang Ching. [Indeed, 'the

New York Times once reported that Chiang Ching used up 'two tons of paper'’
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revising On the Docks.

In general, as Ting states it, the story ''deals with the question of
individualism in a socialist society in the context of class struggle against
a bourgeois saboteur.“‘o The drama is divided into eleven scenes, and the
title of each scene is descriptive of the action contained in the scene. On
the Docks is the only modern revolutionary opera that opens with a prologue.
The stage directions state that a portrait of Chairman Mao is hanging on the
inner curtain as the prologue begins. Two of the positive characters, Fang
Hai-chen and Kao Chih-yang, enter carrying the '"Red Book' of quotations of
Chairman Mao. Instead of the task being stated by one of the characters as
it was in each of the previously discussed dramas, the task is contained in a
quotation from Chairman Mao which is recited in unison by the assembled group
of dockers. The issue they recite is ''the ideological struggle between
socialism and capitalism in our country." The prologue closes with the same

song, ''Sailing the Seas Depends on the Helmsman,'" which Klaus Mehnert said

was used to close the drama, Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy, thus estab-

lishing a close link between the two revolutionary operas.

Andther interesting difference in this drama comés in the listing of
characters. All are supposedly actively involved in the ongoing Communist
revolution, and the exact age of each character is given. The significance
of the age of the characters becomes apparent as the story unfolds.

The time, as has been stated, is the early summer of 1963, and the
Shanghai docks bustle with the activity of the longshoremen as they load
freighters for overseas destinations. On the warehouses and loading cranes
hang slogans to constantly remind the workers of the ''correct' ideological
position. Kao Chih-yang, a forty-year-old section chief sings the opening

lines in scene one, A Rush Shipment.' He tells of:the 'revolutionary fever
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which inspires the dockers to send supplies 'to all parts of the t_:;!obe‘“‘2 in
order to support other revolutionary people in their struggle against
imperialism.

After a request is made from a foreign freighter to leave port before
its scheduled departure time, Fang Hai-chen, a thirty-six-year-old woman sec-
retary of the Communist Party branch of the dockers' team, organizes a group
to speed up the loading process., A storm is approaching and a huge sack of
wheat left on the wharf needg to be moved to a dry spot in the warehouse.

The twenty-one-year-old docker, Han Hsiao-ching, around whom the ideo-
logical struggle focuses, is shown during his work as daydreaming about his
wish to become a seaman instead of a worker on the docks. His job he feels
is beneath him since he is a senior middle school graduate and since also he
is influenced by the bourgeois thinking of Chien Shou-wei, a warehouse workér
before the liberation who is still on the job. Because Han is not concen=
trating on his work during the rush, he drops the sack of wheat which bursts
open on the wharf. He hastily sweeps the wheat back in the sack and acciden-
tally includes some fiberglass that Chien Shou-wel has carelessly dropped on
the ground. To make matters worse, Han carelessly confuses two sacks so that
the fiberglass filled wheat sack is loaded by mistake on the barge.

Kao Chih-Yan§ discovers the spilled wheat and reports to Fang Hai-chen.
Fang also learns of the fiberglass and concludes that it might.have gotten
into the wheat. Realizing the danger in shipping an unsafe product to
foreign nations, she calls a meeting to investigate the problem. Meanwhile,
Han has asked for a transfer from his job as a docker and becomes evasive
when gquestioned about the spilled wheat. The group of dockers decide they

must fulfill their internationalist duty and uphold the honor and prestige of
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the motherland by correcting the mistake of the fiberglass. In a spirit of
internationalism they, except for Han, remain on the job all night in an
attempt to locate the spoiled sack. Han, preoccupied with his daydreams of
becoming a merchant marine has gone to a movie depicting their lives., He is
summoned late at night by Fang and returns to the dock to take the blame for
his carefessness. But he is prevented by the insidious arguments of Chien
Shou-wei and gets into a clash over values and the proper class stand with a
retired docker, Ma Hung-liang. Torn between his individual desires and the
needs of the revolution, he suddenty throws down his work certificate and
leaves in a huff.

The dockers under the calm guidance of Fang and Kao manage to unwind the
puzzle over the sacks. Realizing that the sack containing the harmful fiber-
glass is on a barge bound for the freighter, Kao without hesitation rushes
out in a boat to prevent the spoiled wheat from being shipped to a brother
country.

Daybreak comes and the light dawns on Han Hsiao-chiang. He is moved by
Kao Chih-yang's selfless act, the sincere criticism and help of Fang Hai-chen,
and the reminder of suffering endured by dockers before the revolution by Ma
Hung-liang.. Han becomes increasingly aware of the signfficance of his work
on the docks and that every sack he carries is tied to the construction of the
motherland and to the world revolution.

Kao returns with the spoiled sack of wheat, the freighter sails on
schedule, Han asks for his transfer request to be given back to him, and the
dockers sing that ''the thought of Mao Tse-tung shall shine for ever more.“]3

The ideological struggle has been resolved because Han repents for his

lack of proper understanding, reforms his thinking and attitude toward his
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position in the state, and conforms to the ideological position of the Commu-
nist Party. The conflict between the individual and the demands of society
has been solved to the satisfaction of the Communist Party. {f the indivi-
dual; in the audience recognize some of their own hopes and dreams in the
longings of Han, then the idea is for them to overcome this imperfection
according to Communist ideolog& and to emulate his ''correct' political stance
at the close of the drama.

in the Red Lantern theré emerged the heroic image of three generations
of a railworker's family united in the revolutionary struggle, in Shachiapang
the heroic image of é staunch soldier in the People's Liberatioﬁ Army and the

heroic image of a revolutionary peasant woman were shown, and in Taking Tiger

Mountain by Strategy the heroic image was projected by a courageous People's

Liberation Army fighter. In contrast, in On the Docks the younger dock wor-

ker does not begin as others did by projecting a heroic image the first time
he steps on stage. He does not even really project a positive image that
would be worthy of emulation until the final scene. Yet, this situation does
not prevent the audience from identifying with him. Aristotle has stated
that a believable character can be a source of persuasion. It becomes impor-
tant at this point to discuss the ideas, attitudes, qualities that surround
Han Hstao-chiang and contribute to his total image.

The quotation that the dockers recite in unison inlthe prologue serves
to prepare the audience for the ideological struggle that Han must endure.
They speak about the continuing struggle between socialism and capitalism in
China and about the need to be alert to incorrect ideas held over from the
ocld society. The source of the quotation, a speech by Chairman Mao '"On the

Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People," provides further insight
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into the conflict which will be portrayed in the drama.

The first lines Han speaks clearly indicate his attitude toward his work.
""Come on, Tao, it's break time.”lh Tao cautions him about his moodiness, and
Han reluctantly gets on with his job. Tao also warns him about fooling
around. So from his own actions in scene one, "A Rush Shipment,' and the
commenté of a fellow worker the image of a dissatisfied dock worker begins to
emerge. In scene two, '"A Sack is Spilled,' Han's point of view is brought
into contrast with a sixty-six-year-old retired dock worker, Ma Hung-liang.

Ma had worked on the docks before the revolution when the dockers were called

15 and is acutely aware of the

coolies. He praises the ''Big Leap Forward"
improvement in working conditions. He worked with Han's father and remembers
Han as a boy. With pride in his own accomplishments, Han tells his old friend
of his graduation from ''senior middle sc:hool”]6 and of his ambition to become
a sailor.
| made up my mind that |'d become a sailor in New China's Merchant
marine and pilot.a made-in*ChEna ocean Iiner'through wind and 17
wave, that |'d ride the bounding main and sail all over the world. . .
However, a bit ashamed, he confesses that he failed his college exams and
became a dock worker like his father and Ma. Ma asks if he doesn't want to be
a docker, and Han replies, "All I'm sayling is my highest ideal hasn't been

18

fulfilled." The problem is that he feels his education over-qualifies him

for work on the docks. Ma does not see his education as a problem and he tells

nl9

Han ''your ideas are different than mine. Han goes back to work and is told
by Tao that his effort is not enough. Chien Shou-wei, the fifty-five-year-old
warehouse keeper derides the energetic work the dockers perform and tells Han

to slow down. He shrugs his shoulders and says in effect that all the effort

they expend is not necessary. After Chien gives him a ticket to a movie about
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sailing, Han again dreamily expresses his desire to be a sailor. Chien speaks
contemptuously of his own son's work on the docks and tells Han how before the
revolution dockers were called coolies and the work was considered menial.
Han becomes depressed after this conversation and carelessly allows a sack to
spill. His lack of concern is demonstrated as he stuffs the wheat back and
then leaves the heavy sack on the dock and substitutes a lighter one of rice
in its place. His actions at this point are very important because they
reflect his lack of pride in his work and because much of the secondary plot
revolves around the recovery of the spoiled sack of wheat. His disregard is
further demonstrated when he shows his preference for a movie over a dockers'
meeting. His personal interests are more important than those of the group.
Chien reinforces Han's negative attitude and tells him, '"don't waste time“20
going to political meetings. Chien's comments identify him as a representa-
tive of the old bourgeois attitude. Even though he is supposed to be working
for the revolution he holds to a pre-revolutionary position.

Kao initiates an investigation over the sack accident and directs the

thoughts of the group to a quotation by Chairman Mao.

What really counts in the world is conscientiousness, and the |
Communist Party is most particular about being conscientious.

The use of this particular quotation at this point sharply indicates to the

audience that this is the very virtue according to Mao's thoughts that Han is
lacking. Han's deficiency in this area is again emphasized when Kao asks him
why he missed the meeting. ''As a worker, you have to think about the collec-

22

tive interest, Han.' Han obviously is more concerned with his individual

123 when

interests and reacts, according to the stage directions, ''nonchalantly
told of the accident and then “mumbles”zq evasively when asked directly whether

he knows who spilled the sack. Kao charges that Han does not ''sound like one
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of our working cIass."25 Han's response reflects Chien's bourgeois influence
on him. 'We're just menials. . . Who wants to be a docker? |'m going to the
brigade chief and ask for a transfer.“26 Han's image as a dissatisfied indi-
vidual interested primarily in his own personal ambitions culminates in the
final words of Kao. Kao demonstrates by contrast his own conscientiousness,
vigilance, loyalty to the Communist Party and desire to eradicate bourgeois
thinking.

Han crops up with another problem.

He won't say a word about the sacks.

He only fences and evades.

Han's irritation

Chien's innuendos,

Are certainly worth thinking about 27

Can there be something behind them?

In the discussion of the problems they must overcome, the dockers recog-
nize Han's dissatisfaction. The interesting thing is that they do not really
blame him for his "incorrect' attitude. The blame is placed on Chien's bour-
geois influence. Fang, the woman secretary of the Communist Party branch of

dock workers, describes the situation.

Han is moody and impetuous, 28
Chien spreads confusion with his talk.

Later Chang, a docker only two years older than twenty-one-year-old Han, shows
his understanding of his fellow worker.

That boy is really something. He's good for

a spell, then bad for a spell, hot one minute

and cold the next. Always talking about his

'ideal.' It seems he's become very chummy

with old Chien Iately.29
Although Han's attitude is ''incorrect," the writers have not created a totally
unredeemable character. There is no hate directed at Han, only acknowledgment
30
ti

of his problem. Fang explains this attitude. ‘'Young people are very naive.

Suddenly, after Fang has summoned Han to the warehouse, Han states that
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he will assume his responsibility.

| spilled the sack during the rush movéTg job,
It's my fault and |'11 take the blame.

There is no explanation provided for his sudden change of position.
What motivates him to confess his mistake is not given. Perhaps this is one

3

of his '"good spells' 4 that Chang described! However, this positive attitude

is quickly lost as he again succumbs to Chien's influence. Chien tells him
that the fiberglass has turned this into a ''serious political incident.“33
Lacking the dedication of a true revolutionary, Han's image again conforms to
the image created in the first four scenes. 'The sooner | get away from here

ll3l'

the better, | must push my transfer through. The same attitudes of moodi-
ness, dissatisfaction and self-interest are associated with Han.

After receiving the request for transfer, Fang questions Han. ''What do
you think we ought to do, Han? Set aside a group of people to be dockers and

keep them out of school, let them be eternally illiterate?”35 Han's concern

for his own hopes to the exclusion of others is clearly stated in his answer.

"l haven't thought about those things. |'ve only thought of my own problem.“36
« « « "l can make a bigger contribution. Why must | stay here?“37 R 7
38

whole future is at stake."

Ma and Fang try to convince him that dock work makes an Important con-
tribution to the ongoing Communist revolution. However, he does not waver in
his wish to fulfill his personal desires and quit his job on the docks. Ma
and Fang suppress their anger and control their tempers in perfect accord with
Mao's teaching. 'What we need is an enthusiastic but calm state of mind and
intense but orderly work.”39

Scene six, '"Soaring Determination,' is a full example of Mao's directive

that the masses should be taught the glories of the Communist revolution. By
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carefully constructing a strong persuasive argument for the correct ideologi-
cal position, Ma and Fang seek to convince Han of his responsibility. Ma as
the older retired docker provides a long description of the horrible condi-
tions '"before Iiberation.”lio The 'tattered clothes, the foreman's whip,
those manacles . . . the poisonou§ and sly ways of the bosses . . . and the
fact that . . . many a weary docker plunged to his death,”h] are all cited as

Justification for the change that occurred with the revolution. The pole on

which the dockers carried their loads has become ''the docker's precious heir-
43
1

loom”£|2 much in the same way that the red lantern was ''our helrloom in The
Red Lantern. The ''pole was with us in our times of 1:z'ial.“l+l+ Han attempts

to counter their examples from the history of their struggles. He feels that
times are different now and the contemporary Chinese must adapt to these
changing conditions.

If 1'd been born twenty years earlier, | too would

have used that pole on the foreman and the American

gangsters. But now we're in the middle of socialist

construction. | want Eo make an even bigger contri-

bution to our country. 5

Han feels that his education makes him better qualified to serve the

revolution and the greater cause of internationalism by personally delivering
the supplies to his brothers in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Fang and Ma
stress that dockers make a significant contribution and tell him that by dis-

carding his work permit he has discarded the revolution.

What you've discarded is ﬂgt your identification
card, but the revolution.

Transforming the work card into a symbol of the revolution creates a
powerful source of persuasion and Han is shocked. Seeing his emotional reac-

tion to their argument, they launch into a denunciation of Chien.
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He hankers for the old society.
He mocks us and claims we can't do a good job.

Chien doesn't like our aiding foreign countries.
Can you compare hgg mean behavior with our bold
internationalism?

Fang warns that bourgeois thinkers like Chien will '"disarm us ideolo-
gic:ally.”Li8 Han is almost convinced when Ma and Fang summarize their per-
suasive argument including more examples from the history of the revolutionary
struggle, a reminder of the ''deep significaﬁce” of dockers work, and an offer
to help him become ‘'loyal to the people and true to the Party.“l*9 Han
reproaches himself. ‘i‘ve been a foo!.“SO

Finally the image of a true revolutionary begins to emerge. He repents
his self-interest and confesses his error with the fiberglass. Fang imme-
diately reinforces his new positive political stance.

Our comrades understand you, Han;

the Party branch trusts you.
You're part of our younger generation of dockers.

51

This statement of praise is important, for it provides an insight into a Com-
munist attitude. The Communist committee members have little or no hope of
correcting Chien's ideological position. 1In fact, they say, '"He's not the

52

same as us.' However, they spend a great deal of time working on Han, a
member of the younger generation of dockers, to accept the ''correct' political
attitude. Han asks for punishment for his mistakes but receives only a call
for dedicated actions.

Our comrades make strict demands on you, Han,

in order to help and protect you. What are

you crying about? So you've taken a fall.

Get up and push ahead. Yog must listen to

Chairman Mao from now on.?”

The last scene, '"Morning on the Docks," is filled with revolutionary



107

enthusiasm. The dockers are portrayed as virtuous workers and their '"hearts

5h

burst into bloom." Han is again praised for his correct ideological posi-
tion, and the attitude toward youth in general is expressed in a quotation
from Mao.

You young people . ., . our hope is placed on you

. + « the worid belongs to you g

China's future belongs to you.5

Han's last words clearly express his new positive image. ‘'l definitely

will listen to the Party, reform my thinking and be a revolutionary all my

life.?0

His struggle is over, his problem is solved, his ideological posi-
tion is 'correct' and therefore he now is worthy of emulation.

The ideas and attitudes assoclated with him before his total conversion
are not ones that the audience should emulate, rather they deal more with
personal feeling and problems that certain members of the audience may have
experienced themselves., They may recognize and identify with Han's longing
for greater contributions to the revolution coupled with self-interest and
personal desires. His problem is in reconciling his own interests with those
of the state. They would probably be relieved to see that he is not punished
for his mistakes and therefore feel freer to confess their own shortcomings.
Because Han is not as one dimensional as the prominent characters in the
other three dramas have been, because he has human failings, and because he
can overcome them and still be praised, he above all would certainly carry an
image the audience could closely identify with. As Kenneth Burke noted, you
persuade a man only in so far as you can talk his language by speech, gesture,
tonality, order, image, attitude, idea, identifying your ways with his.
Identification would certainly occur. between the audience and this reformed

revolutionary dock worker.
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In addition to the creation of the above described image as a persuasive
device, the emotions evoked by the image are also persuasive. Han's dissatis-
faction and restlessness, his feeling of self-interest could be empathized
with by the audience. More important, however, is confidence. The conflict
in a man's mind has been resolved to the satisfaction of the Communist Party,
and this would evoke confidence in the teachings of Mao and the actions of
loyal Communist Party members. Even in ''a period of socialist construction
we still have sharp, complicated class struggle“57 Fang tells Han. Yet the
"'struggle fn the ideological Field”58 that Chairman Mao warns them to be vigi-
lant about has been won. Confidence is also evoked by the actions of the
group of dockers. Because of their vigilance and dedication, they are able
to recover the spoiled sack of wheat. The international Communist cause has
been served successfully.

The other emotions that were evoked in the first three plays are in
evidence to some degree in this drama. Contempt for Chien's bourgeois posi-
tion Is mentioned many times. In addition to the lines already quoted to

support this attitude, the dockers call Chien "a dirty dog,"59

and Fang says
Chien ', ., . also spread a lot of bourgeois ideas which are not easy to
detect. That's even more serious.“60

Contempt and indignation are directed against the bosses in the old
regime. They are called "feudal foremen and gangster dogs,"sl and the Ameri-
can traders are called “gangsters.”62 Fang and Ma feel anger when Han is not
persuaded to their point of view, but this reaction, as has been stated
before, is brought under control by these two loyal Party members. Finally

another emotion is evoked which can be closely linked to confidence-~pride in

the accomplishments of the revolution and a spirit of internationalism., The
\ %
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dramatic close of the drama evokes these emotions.

China's seaports are remarkable,

Their loading efficiency is first rate.

Chinese dockers are famed throughout the world.
For their deep friendship and noble spirit.

The people of the world are all determined

We shall change the old world thoroughly
The thought of Mao Tse-tung shall shine for ever more.

The emotions that are aroused by On the Docks are confidence in the

power of the Chinese Communist Party to overcome contemporary ideological
struggles and in the ability of the workers to serve the cause of interna-
tionalism and contempt and indignation for those who hold to the ideological
position of the bourgecis. As has been pointed out, identification.occurs
when the audience has accepted and rejected the same ideas, attitudes and
institutions that the speaker does. In this case, once the emotions have been
evoked the process of identification can proceed. The evocation of emotion
can be viewed as a persuasive device within the drama.

Dorwin Cartwright's principles of group persuasion as outlined in chap-
ter two may provide additional insight into the devices used in this drama to
persuade the audiences to adopt the Communist ideology as their own. Identi-
fication by individuals with the group is the unifying concept of Cartwright's

study. An article, '"Dockers Hail the Performance of On the Docks,'" tells of

the group image that emerges in the drama. ''The opera portrays the heroic
images of dockers who hold high the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought.
People like Fang Hai-chen and Kao Chih-yang act according to Chairman Mao's
instructions at all times and in all things. Bold and determined, they do
their work with the utmost care. They are concerned about national and world

64

affairs, they are concerned about their class brothers."
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This quotation leads directly to the principle of Cartwright that
states, ''the greater the prestige of a group member in the eyes of the other

165

members, the greater influence he can exert. There are three individuals
who are prominent members of the Communist group of dockers. They represent
two different age groups; Fang Hai-chen as the thirty~-six-year-old woman is
the leader of the group of dockers, Kao Chih-yang as a forty-year-old man is
an extremely dedicated worker, and Ma Rung-liang, as a sixty-six~year-old
retired docker remains actively concerned about the reveolutionary cause.
These characters are the heroes of the drama, and their words and actions
closely tie them to the heroes in the three dramas already discussed. Fang
Hai-chen is deeply concerned about the achievements of the group, She calls
the meetings to investigate their problems and consistently states that the
teachings of lMao should be used as a guide for group objectives. Her concern
for achievement and for the welfare of the workers is shown when she tells
Kao that '"this is a rush job, but make sure the men get a few breaks“66 and
when she states that ''the more determined our men are and the harder they
work, the.more we have to consider their health and see that they get proper
rest.“67 Her leadership is demonstrated as she directs the work schedule for
the docks. She feels that the best way to achieve grouﬁ objectives is by
helping each otherz Even Han is helped by Fang rather than derided for his
carelessness. When Chao tells her that ""Han has many shortcomings,“68 Fang
responds by saying that this is 'all the more reason we should help him to

5."69 Her influence on group attitude is clearly shown in the episode

progres
already quoted where she and Ma successfully persuade Han to accept the '‘cor-
rect'" ideological position. Her inspiration comes from Mao's teaching and she

relies on the masses as Mao instructs.
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Thinking of the Party gives me vision and strength,
It's the dockers on whom we must rely.

The next prestigious individual who influences the group is Ma Hung-
liang, who is described by a docker in the article, '""Dockers Hail the Perfor-

mance of On the Docks, as a character worthy of emulation. 'Retired docker

Ma Hung-liang taught me a lot and made a deep impression on me. Although he
has retired from his job, he hasn't retired in his thinking. . . His heart is
linked with the cause of the revolution. Ma is very concerned about the
development of the younger generatfon, the successors to the revolutionary

wll Because of his age and his attitude toward the revolutionary

cause.
struggle, the dockers respect and listen to Ma's advice. He serves to remind
the group of past hardships and he actively joins with Fang to convince the
initially unresponsive Han.

The third member of the group of dockers who exerts considerable
influence on the group is Kao Chih-yang. By attributing the characteristics

of energy, enthusiasm, dedication, loyalty and conscientiousness to him, the

authors create an image much like the images of Li Yu-ho in The Red Lantern,

Kuo Chien-kuang in Shachiapang, and Yang Tzu-jung in Taking Tiger Mountain by

Strategy. Kao behaves exactly as Mao says a Comhunlst revolutionary should
act. He never questions the authority of the Party and will make any personal
sacrifice that he feels is necessary to achieve success for the group. His
actions influence the othef dockers in the drama in addition to portraying a
satisfying role for the audience to adopt as its own. He is convinced that
his actions support the people's revolutions all over the world, and this pro-
vides him with a great deal of prestige. He lives his beliefs and serves as
an inspirational figure for all. The directive of Chairman Mao, '"Be resolute,

ng

fear no sacrifice and surmount every difficulty to win victory is followed
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to the letter by Kao.
I shall brave them all and set out in pursuit,
Neither mountains of knives nor seas of f%gmes
Can stop a Communist from doing his duty.
In addition to influencing the group, these prestigious individuals also
contribute to the all over attractiveness of the group. Cartwright states
that ''the more attractive the group is to its members the greater is the
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influence that the group can exert on Its members. The dockers are a
cohesive group because they are concerned about the welfare and the achleve-
ments of the group, and various ones state that the successful completion of
their group goal is important to each of them. They take pride in their
achievements and they seem to be endued with a spirit of internationalism.
The dockers possess the virtues that the Chairman of the Communist Party
states are essential. All these aspects of the group merge to create an
attractive group that the audience would want to be associated with.
Cartwright states that if a group is used as a medium of change all
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those involved must have a sense of belonging to the same group. The cohe-
siveness of the group certainly implies a strong sense of membership by the
individuals. An ordinary dock worker in China today tells of his feelings of

identification with the group of dockers portrayed in On the Docks. tIn the

article, '""The Working Class is Most Loyal to Chairman Mao's Revolutionary Line
in Literature and A;t,“ this docker writes, 'We have a deep sense of being a
class that has stood up and become masters of the country.”76
A class of workers who stood up to bosses that they felt were unjust
and became their own master would have felt a need for change, Cartwright

says that ''strong pressure for changes in a group can be established by creat-

ing a shared perception by members for a need for change.”7? The scene,
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""Soaring Determination,' in which Ma and Fang seek to convince Han that he
should accept the "correct' ideological position contains many examples of the
cruelty and injustice that the ''coolies'' suffered before the Communist revolu-
tion. These lines have already been quoted as the persuasive arguments were
discussed. These examples show justification of a need for change. The
mutual agreement on a need for relief from harsh conditions ties closely with
Cartwright's principle about the need for sharing Information about change
among the relevant members of the group. The information about improved con-
ditions is shared. |

In our New Society, thanks to the Part; and Chairman Mao,
Dockers are cared for all thelr lives. 8

In summary, Cartwright's principles concerning the use of the group as

a medium of change show additional persuasive devices used in On the Docks.

Identification by the audience with the all over attractive aspects of the
group could occur. The article, '"Maoism: A Method to the Madness," in a
recent issue of Newsweek supports the contention that the audience will
identify with the goals and with the attractiveness of the Communist group.
'"The thing for Westerners to remember is that although Mao has wrought many
drastic changes in the Chinese way of life, he has not tampered with the
Chinese sense of groupness. The Chinese have always felt part of something

larger than themselves and today that something is the state."’?
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Results and Conclusion

The goal of Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the leader of the Chinese Communist
Party has been 'to reshape human nature and create a 'New Chinese Man.' In
the idealized equalitarian utopia of Mao's vision, each Chinese will be guided
not by the motives of personal gain but by the principle of selfless service
to the people for the common good."] The value system and common standard of
behavior is concisely and precisely spelled out for the masses in his 'Red
Book.'"' In order to instill his concepts in the masses, ''Peking has created a
pantheon of heroic models deemed worthy of emu]ation."2 The most notable of
these is Mao himself, who has been ''served up to the people as a model of

n3

infallible wisdom and virtuous conduct. In Mao's Talks at the Yenan Forum

on Art and Literature, he clearly stated his intention to diffuse his prin-

ciples through the use of drama. Hence, the modern revolutionary Peking Opera
has emerged as a new art form that closely follows the ideological position of
the Chinese Communist Party. It is "an extremely powerful drama because it is
being used as a dominant force in the creation of the new Communist society."
Each of the four officially approved revolutionary dramas presents the '‘cor-
rect'' ideas, attitudes and patterns of behavior with which nearly one quarter
of the world's population can identify. The criterion for the selection of
each drama was the political message which followed the current party line.
The persuasion is achieved much in the way Kenneth Burke described when he
stated that it is possible to ''‘persuade a man only in so far as you can talk
his language by speech, gesture, tonality, order, image, attitude, idea, and

by identifying your ways with his.“5
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Persuasion was achieved in the dramas, The Red Lantern, Shachiapang,

Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy and On the Docks through identification.

The interesting point that this analysis has uncovered is that the means of
persuasion or identification that are employed in modern Chinese didactic
dramas are the same stock rhetorical devices that were described by Aristotle
in ancient Greece as well as by contemporary American scholars. The rhetori=
cal devices remain quite similar; it is only the ideological position con-
tained in the message that varies with the culture. In this case, the speci-
fic message is Maoism, while the means of spreading the message appears to be
of a more general or universal nature.

Specifically, the rhetorical devices employed in these didactic dramas
fall into three general yet interlocking categories. Ffirst the plays, The

Red Lantern, Shachiapang, and Taking Tiger lountain by Strategy present the

image of a revolutionary hero who is loyal to the Communist Party and the
Socialist cause, and loyal to the motherland and the masses. The hero has no
shortcomings and pursues the task assigned to him in complete accordance with
the teachings of Mao. The virtuous image is unreproachable. The descriptions
of the hero consistently refer to his 'red loyal heart,'" his ''steadfastness
like a pine,' and his "strength as of steel.'' The heroic image is built by
this hero's own words and actions and the praise received from comrades. The

use of this rhetorical device varies somewhat in On the Docks, for it is not

the central character who has this positive yet one dimensional image, rather
the image is created for two members of the group of workers.

Emotion is the second rhetorical device used in -.all four dramas. The
task which is explained in the beginning of eachldrama is always successfully

achieved. Confidence in the ability to complete the task through the
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reliance on the teaching of Chairman Mao is evoked. The positive characters
and in particular the hero evoke confidence, and the negative characters who
are drawn as evil therefore evoke contempt, indignation, and hatred. The
identification by the audience with the emotions presented on stage is the
second rhetorical device employed.

The third device is the presentation of an attractive group. The ethi-
cal image of the hero as a member of the group, the confidence in the group's
ability to achieve success, and the mutual concern and protection from outside
evil forces all combine to create an attractive group. The positive charac-
ters In the drama, as well as the audience, find this ''style of life" attrac-
tive and choose te belong to the group.

The mass audience to whom these dramas are directed has been carefully
analyzed by the writers in accordance with Mao's suggestions. Emperors, rich
landlords and intellectuals have been rejected as unfit subject matter.
Instead, the struggles that the workers, peasants and soldiers have endured
constitute the themes. For example, an ordinary railroad worker, a gruel

stall owner, and other villagers are portrayed in The Red Lantern; People's

Liberation Army soldiers and peasants are depicted as loyal revolutionary

fighters in Taking Tiger Mountain by Strategy; a middle-éged tea house pro-

prietress, a young People's Liberation Army soldier and the peasants in the

village are shown in their struggle against seemingly overwhelming odds in

Shachiapang; and finally in On_the Docks the most menial of workers called

'eoolies' in the old regime are portrayed with dignity. These are the stories
of the common man in China. He can identify with situations on stage because
he knows these experiences. Even more careful audience analysis is shown by

the creation of characters of all ages. Young, middle-aged, and old men and
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women actively support the 'correct' ideological position on stage. In On the
Docks the ''true believers' have the loyal group to identify with and those in
the audience who may have Had doubts can see the error of their ways and imi-
tate the conversion of the contemporary man on stage. In addition, those in
the audience who reject the socialist stance and cling to their.bourgeois
position (and haven't been able to get out of China) have pointed out to them
what happens to those who refuse to accept Communism. These dramas clearly
speak the language of the magses and present a style of life with which the
audience can identify.

Hugh Duncan stated that ''social groups must stage themselves before
audiences whose approval legitimizes their power. Audiences, in turn, must
see the problems of the community acted out in some kind of dramatic presenta-
tion, for it is only through the forms created in such action that communitf
problems become comprehensible as actions.“6 The identification which occurs
because of the rhetorical devices utilized in the drama serves to sustain the

Communist state in China today.
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Communist China today exercises a strict form of theatre censorship.
rrently, only four model dramas on a revolutionary theme have the official
proval of the Chinese Communist Party and may be performed in theatres in
iina, This study was concerned with these four modern revolutionary Peking

eras, The Red Lantern, Shachiapang, Taking Tiger Mountain by Strateqy, and

_the Docks. In order to preserve the Chinese ideological position, the
glish translations of the scripts published in Peking were used.

The purpose of this thesis was to make an examiﬁation of these didactic
‘amas in order to determine the rhetorical devices constructed in them to
:rsuade the Chinese audiences. To fulfill this purpose, a background sum-
iry of the rise to power of the Communist‘Party in China was done. Included
v this summary were Chairman-Mao Tse-tung's objectives for art and litera-
ire, Chairman Mao's description of the values and behavioral patterns for a
mmunist revolutionary as gleaned from his ''Red Boﬁk,” and the scene as set
' the cultural revolution in China.

An analysis of each of the dramas revealed the rhetorical devices which
:re used to persuade the masses ih China to identify‘with the Chinese Com-
inist ideological position. The method of ana1§sis constructed relied on
)e works of Aristotle, Kenneth Burke, Hugh Duncan and'Dorwin Cartwright.

The results of this study indicated that stock rhetorical devices were
ed to promote identification with the dramaﬁ by the Chinese audiences.
lese devices were: (1) the creation of a strong one dimensional ethical
:ro endued with the virtues according to Chairman Mao, (2) the evocation of
vecific emotions, and (3) the creation of an attractive cohesive group. The
:sults further indicated that Identification on the part of the mass

idiences served to perpetuate the dominant position of the Chinese Communist





